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and  other  important  properties 


MARCH  8-9.  2005 
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AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  RARITIES,  llc 


This  Lovely  1830 
Half  Eagle  graded 
MS-64  (PCGS) 
brought  $106,375 


THE 


Prices  Realized 


Richard  tewell 

) COLLECTION 


This  Finest  Known  1796  S-109 
graded  AU-58  (PCGS) 
realized  an  impressive  $52,900 


Total  Prices  Realized:  Over  $7  million 
March  8-9,  2()()5  • Baltimore,  Maryland 


This  Prized  Gem  1955  Doubled  Die 
Cent  graded  MS-66  RD  (NGC) 
sold  for  $62,100 


The  Jewell  Collection  1875  $3  Gold, 
Proof-64  (PCGS)  sold  for  $138,000 
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All  prices  listed  include  the  15%  buyer's  fee 
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THE  SESSIONS 


SESSION  ONE 

TUESDAY  MARCH  8 

4:00  pm  Sharp 

Commemorative  Coins  and  Related  Ephemera;  U.S.  Silver  & 
Trade  Dollars;  U.S.  and  Territorial  Gold  Coins:  Lots  1-894 

There  will  be  a buffet  dinner  for  registered  bidders  at  7:00  pm 


SESSION  TWO 

WEDNESDAY  MARCH  9 

4:00  pm  Sharp 

Pattern  Coins;  Colonial  Coins;  U.S.  Half  Cents  through  Half  Dollars; 
Miscellaneous  U.S.  Coins;  Error  Coins:  Lots  1001-1907 

There  will  be  a buffet  dinner  for  registered  bidders  at  6:30  pm 

AUCTION  LOCATION 

Baltimore  Ballroom 

l^NAISSANCE  HARBORPLACE  HOTEL 
202  East  Pratt  Street 
Baltimore,  Maryland  21202 
(410)  547-1200 


To  insure  we 
receive  your  bids: 


Please  have  mail  and  fax  bids 
to  us  by: 

NOON,  Eastern  Time 
Monday  March  7,  2005 

There  will  be  pre-sale  and 
live  bidding  available  on  the 
internet  at 
WWW. anrcoins.com 
Pre-registration  for  live 
internet  bidding  is  required 
by  Monday  March  7,  2005 


Prices  Realized 


Prices  realized  will  be  posted  on  the 
internet  soon  after  the  sale.  See 
www.anrcoins.com 

A printed  list  of  prices  realized  will 
be  sent  to  all  subscribers  approxi- 
mately 30  days  after  the  sale. 

For  prices  realized  by  phone: 
Call  603-569-0823.  Limit  10  lots 
per  caller. 
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XXI 


LOT  VIEWING 


SUNDAY  MARCH  6 
9:00  am  to  6:00  pm 

MONDAY  MARCH  7 
9:00  am  to  6:00  pm 

TUESDAY  MARCH  8 
9:00  am  to  6:00  pm 

WEDNESDAY  MARCH9 
9:00  am  to  6:00  pm 


LOT  PICK-UP 

WEDNESDAY  MARCH9 
9:00  am  — 11:30  am 

THURSDAY  MARCH  10 
9:00  am  — 11:30  am 


LOT  VIEWING/LOT  PICK-UP  LOCATION 

Homeland  Room 
Renaissance  Hailborplace  Hotel 

202  East  Pratt  Street 
Baltimore,  Maryland  21202 
(410) 547-1200 
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American  Numismatic  Rarities’ 


AUCTION  SCHEDULE 


April  18-19,  2005 

New  York  City 

The  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  Collection  of  World  Gold  Coins  and  Medals 

May  25,  2005 

Atlanta,  Georgia 
Now  Accepting  Consignments 

June  23-26,  2005 

Chicago,  Illinois 

Official  Auctioneers  of  the  MidAtuerica  Coin  Exposition 
Now  Accepting  Consignments 

Tune  30,  2005 

New  York  City 
Now  Accepting  Consignments 

Tilly  25,  2005 

San  Fflancisco,  California 
Now  Accepting  Consignments 

September  18,  2005 

Beverly  Hills,  California 

Now  Accepting  Consignments 

December  5-7,  2005 

Baltimore,  Maryland 

Now  Accepting  Consignments 


AMERICAN  numismatic  RARITIES,  llc 


Box  1804  • Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 
Toll-Free:  866-81 1-1804  • Fax:  603-569-3875 


www.anrcoins.coni  • email:  auctions@anrcoins.com 


AMERICAN  numismatic  ITAIAITIES 


Win 


THE 


of  American  Numismatic  Rarities 

President:  Christine  Karstedt 
Numismatic  Director:  Q.  David  Bowers 


AUCTION 

Dr.  Richard  A.  Bagg,  Consignments 
John  Pack,  Consignments 
Frank  Van  Valen,  Senior  Numismatist 
JohnJ.  Kraljevich,  Numismatic  Research 
Beth  O.  Piper,  Numismatist 
Cynthia  LaCarbonara,  Auction  Coordinator 

AUCTIONEERS 

Christine  Karstedt 
Frank  Van  Valen 

MARKETING 
N PUBEICITY 

Christine  Karstedt 

SAEES 

Melissa  Karstedt 

Christine  Karstedt  serves  as  our 
President  and  handles  our  Marketing 
and  Publicity  with  unbridled 
enthusiasm.  A fixture  at  numismatic 
conventions  and  auctions  for  over  a 
decade,  Chris  has  built  a vast  nenvork 
of  industry  contacts  during  her 
extensive  career.  Chris’  unique 
ability  to  attract  worldwide  attention 
to  the  sale  of  numismatic  material 
placed  her  at  the  epicenter  of  the 
marketing  of  the  SlOO  million  treasure  of  the  S.S.  Central 
America.  Chris  has  worked  with  numismatic  trade  publications 
as  well  as  the  mainstream  press  since  she  initially  started  in 
the  numismatic  industry  with  Bowers  and  Merena.  While 
there  she  structured  the  publicity  for  the  sales  of  the  Eliasberg 
Collection,  the  Bass  Collection,  the  Norweb  Collection  of 
Canadian  coins  and  countless  other  events.  Most  recently  the 
worldwide  publicity  for  our  sale  of  the  Haig  Koshkarian 
Collection  garnered  ANR  a place  in  the  top  20  auction  prices 
realized  records  at  # 1 1 . Her  unstinting  and  tireless  efforts  help 
consignors  receive  the  highest  possible  prices  for  their  coins, 
(ihris  is  deeply  involved  with  day-to-day  operations  and  is 
our  lead  auctioneer. 


FINANCIAL 

Laurel  A.  Morrill 

GRAPHICS 

Jennifer  Meers 
Christine  Metcalfe 
Jenna  V.  King 

CUSTOMER  SERVICE 

Georgie  Babalis 
Andrew  Bowers 
Jenna  V.  King 
Vicki  L.  Martin 
Pamela  Roberts 
Mary  Toed 
Jeremy  Wiggin 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

Douglas  Plasencia 

Q.  David  Bowers,  Numismatic 
Director  for  American  Numismatic 
Rarities,  is  perhaps  the  best-known  and 
most  noteworthy  numismatist  of  the  last 
50  years.  Beginning  in  1953,  Dave’s 
contributions  to  numismatics  have 
continued  uninterrupted  and  unabated 
to  the  present  day.  His  work  with  rare 
coins  is  so  voluminous  and  so 
extraordinary  that  he  was  named  by 
Coin.4ge  magazine  as  one  of  the 
“Numismatists  of  the  Century'.’’  Dave’s  dedication  to  the  hobby 
and  his  lifelong  interest  in  rare  coins,  along  with  his  pursuit  of 
scholarly  knowledge,  have  made  him  one  of  the  most  honored 
and  revered  numismatists  of  all  time.  Dave  is  the  only  person  to 
have  served  as  president  of  both  the  Professional  Numismatists 
Guild  (1977-1979)  and  the  American  Numismatic  Association 
(1983-1985).  Dave  is  the  most  prolific  numismatic  author  ot  emr 
generation,  hav'ing  produced  more  than  40  works,  mostly  written 
in  the  field  of  rare  coins.  From  the  Professional  Numismatists 
Guild,  he  has  received  the  coveted  Friedberg  .^ward  a record 
seven  times!  During  his  illustrious  career.  D.ive  has  catalogued 
and  sold  at  public  auction  many  of  the  finest  and  most  valuable 
and  important  collections  ever  assembled. 
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Dr.  Richard  A.  Bagg,  Director  of  Auction  Consignments,  is  a 
nationally  known  rare  coin  expert  and  scholar  with  30  years  of 
auction  experience  and  has  served  as  Auction  Director  for 
nearly  two  decades  under  the  tutelage  of  Q.  David  Bowers.  In 
the  course  of  his  celebrated  career,  lAick  has  processed  several 
hundred  million  dollars  worth  of  rare  coins  at  auction  for 
thousands  ot  collectors,  institutions,  executors,  dealers,  and 
investors.  lAick  shows  an  impressive  degree  of  expertise  and 
consummate  knowledge  of  numismatics  with  few  parallels.  As 
a numismatic  scholar,  Rick  has  provided  information  to  over  a 
dozen  standard  reference  sources,  conducted  substantive 
research  for  the  Official  ANA  Grading  Standards  for  United  States 
Coins  and  edited  a book  entitled  Grading  Coins.  He  has  also 
written  numerous  articles  that  have  appeared  in  numismatic 
trade  publications  including  The  Numismatist  where  he  won  a 
Heath  Literary  Award. 

John  M.  Pack,  our  Associate  Director  of  Auction  Consignments,  has 
been  involved  in  numismatics  for  over  20  years.  John’s 
enthusiasm  for  all  aspects  of  numismatics,  and  his  sincere 
approach,  guarantees  that  every  consignment  will  be  presented 
to  its  finest  advantage  so  as  to  provide  the  highest  possible  prices 
realized.  In  addition  to  working  with  auction  consignors,  John 
catalogues  currency  for  the  firm.  His  cataloguing  talents  were 
widely  recognized  for  several  record  setting  presentations  of  U.S. 
paper  money  higlilighted  by  the  world-renowned  collections  of 
Bass  and  ILich.  In  addition,  he  was  selected  to  compose  the 
currency  chapter  of  the  Harry  IV.  Bass,  Jr.  Museum  Syllogc. 

Frank  Van  Valen,  our  Senior  Numismatist,  is  one  of  America’s 
best  known  numismatic  personalities.  Widely  praised  for  over 
two  decades  for  his  numismatic  cataloguing,  Frank’s  byline  has 
appeared  in  dozens  of  the  most  important  catalogues  ever 
written  including  the  Norweb  Collection  sale  and  specialized 
collections,  like  the  Texas  Collection  of  California  Fractional 
Gold  and  the  historic  coin  collection  of  Commodore  Matthew 
C.  Perry.  Frank  has  contributed  to  the  last  15  editions  ofH 
Guide  Book  of  Utiited  States  Goins  and  his  writing  talents  have 
earned  him  the  recognition  of  the  Numismatic  Literary  Guild. 
Frank  has  an  expert  understanding  of  the  intricacies  of  all 
American  coinage  in  addition  to  many  other  numismatic  fields. 

JohnJ.  Kraljevich,  Jr.,  serves  as  our  Director  of  Numismatic  Research. 
A numismatic  prodigy  since  preadolescence,  John’s  insightful  and 
historical  contributions  to  our  catalogues  add  value  and  interest 
to  numismatic  material  in  our  sales.  An  expert  on  early  American 
coinage.  Numismatic  Americana,  and  the  technical  aspects  of 
minting  technology,  John  has  taught  seminars  hosted  by  the 
American  Numismatic  Association,  the  Colonial  Williamsburg 
Foundation  and  is  a columnist  in  the  ANA  magazine.  The 
Numismatist.  The  Numismatic  Literary  Guild  recognized  John’s 
cataloguing  of  the  Lucien  LalLivicre  Collecrion,  the  first  $ 1 million 
collection  of  American  medals  ever  sold  at  auction,  with  its  highest 
cataloging  award  for  tokens  and  medals.  A frequent  consultant  to 
museums  and  institutions,  John  catalogues  many  of  our  important 
offerings  and  enjoys  working  directly  with  our  consignors.  John 


was  a recent  recipient  of  the  AN  A’s  coveted  Heath  Literary  Award 
for  an  article  on  the  coins  of  pre-federal  New  York,  and  serves  as 
an  officer  of  the  Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society  and  the  Medal 
Collectors  of  America. 

Beth  Piper  began  her  career  in  numismatics  at  Bowers  and 
Merena  and  worked  18  years  with  that  firm.  In  that  time,  she 
earned  the  distinction  of  having  spent  more  continuous  years 
working  under  the  direction  of  Q.  David  Bowers  than  any  other 
individual.  One  ot  her  primary  jobs  is  processing  and 
proofreading  auction  lots  and  the  final  compilation  of  data  files 
for  catalogues.  Her  work  with  great  numismatic  auction  sales 
is  extensive  and  includes  landmark  offerings  such  as  the 
collections  ot  the  Norweb  family,  Eliasberg,  Bass  and  Childs, 
among  over  100  other  sales. 

Cynthia  LaCarbonara  coordinates  all  aspects  of  our  live 
auction  sales.  From  working  with  consignor  reserves, 
verification  of  opening  values,  and  lot  assignments,  to 
reconciliation  and  finalization  of  all  bidding  and  purchase 
records,  Cynthia  is  an  integral  part  of  the  system  of  checks  and 
balances  that  make  every  auction  sale  a smoothly  functioning 
success.  She  led  the  Bowers  and  Merena  auction  team  that  sold 
such  great  collections  as  those  of  Eliasberg,  Childs,  and  Bass,  a 
few  highlights  among  dozens  of  important  auction  sales.  A 
prominent  figure  at  auction  sales,  Cynthia  is  well  recognized 
by  dealers  and  collectors  alike. 

Laurel  Morrill  manages  our  accounting  department,  handling 
all  receivable  and  payable  accounts  for  our  auctions,  direct  sales, 
and  subscriptions.  It  is  her  organized  and  efficient  approach  that 
guarantees  each  transfer  of  funds  is  correct  and  done  promptly. 
Laurel  has  significant  experience  with  the  unique  accounting 
requirements  of  a great  numismatic  auction  firm.  For  over  16 
years,  she  was  an  integral  part  of  the  accounting  department  of 
Bowers  and  Merena.  While  there,  she  participated  in  the 
accounting  duties  that  promptly  paid  thousands  of  auction 
consignors  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars  in  settlement  funds, 
an  experience  that  makes  her  uniquely  qualified. 

Doug  Plasencia  manages  our  photography  department  and 
personally  takes  all  of  the  coin  photographs  that  appear  in  our 
auction  catalogues,  on  our  website,  and  in  our  other 
publications.  He  has  been  a professional  numismatic 
photographer  for  many  years,  perfecting  his  skills  with  Bowers 
and  Merena.  In  his  career,  he  has  photographed  many  of  the 
most  important  numismatic  collections  ever  formed  and  sold, 
including  those  of  Eliasberg,  Bass,  Childs,  among  others.  To 
his  further  credit,  he  was  selected  by  the  California  Gold 
Marketing  Group  to  do  photography  of  the  gold  ingots 
recovered  from  the  S.S.  Gen tral  America,  he  photographed  the 
Jay  Roe  Collection  of  California  fractional  gold  coins  to 
illustrate  the  most  recent  edition  of  the  Breen-Gillio  reference, 
and  he  was  selected  to  photograph  the  Bass  Core  Collection 
by  the  Bass  Research  Foundation.  His  highly  acclaimed  work 
appears  in  the  Bass  Syllogc. 
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Jennifer  Meers  leads  our  graphic  arts  department.  In  her  13 
years  with  Bowers  and  Merena,  Jennifer  developed  an  eye  for 
professional  catalogue  design  that  is  unparalleled  in 
numismatics.  She  is  responsible  for  all  auction  catalogue  layout. 
In  her  career,  she  has  put  together  many  award-winning  auction 
catalogues,  books,  and  other  publications.  Among  her  most 
notable  achievements  are  the  auction  catalogues  for  such  famous 
collections  as  those  of  Eliasberg,  Champa,  Bass,  and  Childs 
among  over  100  others,  many  of  which  earned  Catalogue  of 
the  Year  awards  from  the  Numismatic  Literary  Guild.  Book 
credits  include  the  landmark  w'orks,  A California  Gold  Rush 
History  featuring  the  treasure  from  the  S.S.  Central  America,  and  the 
Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Museum  Sylloge.  Further,  she  carefully 
proofreads  all  of  our  publications  and  she  contributes  to  our 
publicity  campaigns  in  developing  many  of  our  finest 
advertisements  and  brochures. 

Melissa  Karstedt  w'orks  with  clients  in  our  direct  sales 
department,  with  the  active  support  of  our  team  of  well- 
respected  numismatists.  She  maintains  our  coin  inventory  and 
supervises  our  Monthly  Acquisition  Program,  which  assists 
clients  with  building  fine  collections  by  way  of  budgeted 
monthly  coin  purchases,  with  each  coin  is  carefully  and 
specifically  selected  by  our  numismatists  to  fit  the  collector’s 
interests  and  preferences.  Melissa  began  working  in 
numismatics  at  Bowers  and  Merena,  working  in  the  Direct  Sales 
department  with  numerous  clients.  She  is  also  a valued  member 
of  our  on-site  auction  team  and  eagerly  assists  clients  at  our 
bourse  tables  at  the  many  coin  conventions  she  regularly 
attends.  She  brings  great  enthusiasm  to  American  Numismatic 
Karities,  and  looks  forward  to  receiving  every  call  from  our 
many  clients  w'orldwide. 

Andrew  Bowers  manages  our  website  content  and  coordinates 
editorial  material  for  all  of  our  publications.  He  is  involved  with 
the  processing  of  auction  consignments  from  our  consignors. 
He  assists  in  our  retail  operations,  from  putting  coins  in  stock, 
to  tracking  our  inventory.  He  brings  a great  deal  of  enthusiasm 
to  American  Numismatic  Rarities.  Being  part  of  a numismatic 
and  collector-oriented  family,  Andrew  has  grown  to  appreciate 
the  various  nuances  of  the  collector.  He  has  attended  many 
coin  conventions  and  ANA  seminars  and  has  traveled 
extensively  with  our  company  to  gather  coins  for  “want  lists” 
and  assist  with  our  auctions. 

Vicki  L.  Martin  heads  our  personnel  and  operations 
department.  She  coordinates  our  on-site  auction  arrangements 
and  is  responsible  for  providing  safe  and 
secure  transportation  of  valuable  coin 
collections  to  the  sales.  Vicki  supervises  the 
many  administrative  matters  at  our  office 
from  coin  and  health  insurance  to  computers 
and  their  programs.  Vicki’s  strong 
organizational  skills  and  detail-oriented 
background  have  earned  her  high  accolades 
over  her  20  years  experience  handling 


personnel  and  operational  issues  with  the  companies  with  which 
she  has  been  associated. 

Pamela  Roberts  began  her  career  in  numismatic  auctions  with 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  in  August,  2000  and  worked  at 
both  their  Wolfeboro  and  Louisiana  locations  until  recently 
moving  back  to  New  England,  at  which  time,  she  became  an 
integral  part  of  the  auction  staff  At  American  Numismatic 
Rarities,  Pam  coordinates  between  consignors,  cataloguers,  and 
our  graphics  department,  assists  with  essential  consignment 
paperwork,  and  is  responsible  for  much  of  our  internal 
processing  of  auction  lots,  as  well  as  proofreading.  She  will  also 
be  present  at  many  of  our  live  auction  sales,  working  closely 
with  Cynthia  LaCarbonara. 

Mary  Tocci  directs  our  shipping  and  receiving  department, 
handling  nearly  every  package  and  item  of  mail  that  enters  or 
leaves  our  offices,  a position  vital  to  the  security  of  all  of  our 
incoming  and  outgoing  packages.  She  began  a career  with 
Bowers  and  Merena  in  April  1983,  and  aside  from  one  brief 
interlude,  worked  for  Q.  David  Bowers  for  19  years  in  total. 
Mary  also  has  an  excellent  rapport  with  many  collectors,  having 
spent  years  working  with  clients  in  subscription  maintenance 
and  publication  sales. 

Christine  Metcalfe  is  an  integral  part  of  our  Graphics  and 
Photography  departments.  After  two  years  with  Bowers  and 
Merena,  she  worked  as  a graphic  designer  in  Pittsburgh  at  a 
commercial  real  estate  firm.  She  has  recently  joined  American 
Numismatic  Rarities,  where  her  graphic  design,  proofreading, 
and  photography  skills  will  contribute  to  our  auction  catalogues, 
as  well  as  our  other  fine  publications. 

Georgie  Babalis  is  well-known  in  the  numismatic  auction 
field,  as  she  is  often  the  first  person  to  greet  collectors  and 
dealers  as  they  register  to  bid  at  the  auction  venue.  Her 
enthusiasm  for  American  Numismatic  Rarities  and  the 
numismatic  hobby,  as  well  as  her  friendly  smile  and  sincere 
interest  in  people,  insures  that  participating  in  person  at  an 
ANR  auction  is  an  enjoyable  experience. 

Jenna  V.  King  is  the  friendly  voice  you  hear  when  you  call 
American  Numismatic  Rarities.  She  comes  to  us  with  several 
years  of  experience  working  in  the  coin  field,  having  begun 
her  career  at  Bowers  and  Merena  where  she  assisted  in 
photography  and  graphics,  and  in  catalogue  production.  As  an 
accomplished  photographer,  Jenna  also  lends  her  talents  to  the 
graphics  and  photography  departments  at  American 
Numismatic  Rarities. 

Jeremy  Wiggin  wears  many  hats  at 
American  Numismatic  Rarities  from 
shipping  and  receiving  to  supervision  and 
maintenance  of  our  computer  systems.  He 
spent  nearly  three  years  at  Bowers  and 
Merena,  during  which  time  he  was 
responsible  for  inventory  control  and 
shipping  of  thousands  of  catalogues,  books 
and  other  publications. 
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THE 

TERMS  OF  SALE 


IThis  sale  is  by  public  auction  conducted  by  licensed 
auctioneer(s).  The  bids  will  be  for  specific  lots 
which  will  be  opened  for  bidding  in  numerical  order. 
In  the  event  that  hids  for  the  same  amount  are 
received  for  the  same  lot,  the  winning  hid  will  be  the 
earliest  received.  The  decision  of  the  Auctioneer  as  to 
identity  of  the  winning  bidder  shall  be  final.  Any  person 
submitting  bids  on  behalf  of  a corporation  or  any  other 
entity  agrees  to  be  personally  liable  for  payment  of  the 
purchase  price  and  any  related  charges  as  well  as  responsible 
for  the  performance  of  all  buyer  obligations  under  these 
terms  of  sale.  No  “buy”  or  unlimited  bids  will  be  accepted. 
No  bids  will  be  accepted  from  minors. 

2 American  Numismatic  Rarities,  LLC,  (subsequently 
referred  to  as  ANR  in  the  Terms  of  Sale)  reserves 
the  right  to  postpone  or  cancel  the  auction  without 
notice  in  its  sole  discretion.  Any  lot  may  be  withdrawn  by 
ANR  without  notice  prior  to  it  being  opened  for  bidding. 
Neither  ANR  nor  the  consignor  shall  be  liable  for  any  costs 
or  damages  arising  from  either  the  withdrawal  of  material 
at  the  auction  or  the  delay  or  cancellation  of  the  auction. 

The  purchase  price  shall  be  sum  of  the  winning  bid 
and  a buyer’s  premium  of  15%  of  the  amount  of  the 
winning  bid.  The  purchase  price  shall  be  paid  in  full 
prior  to  delivery  of  the  lot  absent  other  arrangements  between 
the  successful  bidder  and  ANR.  The  decision  to  extend  a 
line  of  credit  and  the  decision  to  withdraw  a previously 
authorized  line  of  credit  shall  be  within  the  sole  discretion 
of  ANR.  ANR  reserves  the  right  to  deny  participation  in 
the  auction  if,  in  ANR’s  sole  discretion,  the  bidder’s  prior 
business  dealings  with  ANR  have  been  unsatisfactory. 

4 Payment  shall  be  by  cash  in  United  States  funds  or 
checks  drawn  on  United  States  banks.  Purchases  up 
to  $10, GOO  may  be  charged  to  a credit  card 
(MasterCard,  Visa,  AmEx,  Discover).  The  purchase  price 
shall  be  paid  upon  delivery  of  the  lot  or  receipt  of  our  invoice 
for  the  lot,  whichever  occurs  first.  All  associated  costs  for 
the  delivery  of  the  lot  such  as  handling,  shipping,  insurance, 
and  related  charges  will  be  added  to  the  purchase  price  for 
lots  not  picked  up  after  the  auction  by  the  winning  bidder. 
On  any  account  not  paid  within  the  prescribed  terms  ot 


sale,  ANR  reserves  the  right  to  extend  credit  and  to  impose 
periodic  finance  charges  at  the  rate  of  1-1/2%  per  month 
(18%  per  annum)  on  the  unpaid  balance.  By  bidding  in  the 
sale,  the  bidder  agrees  to  permit  ANR  to  file  any  financing 
statement  permitted  under  the  Uniform  Commercial  Code 
without  debtor’s  signature  and  to  offset  any  accounts  due, 
whether  now  or  in  the  future,  against  funds  or  collateral  in 
their  possession.  The  buyer  agrees  not  to  sell,  pledge,  or 
hypothecate  the  lots  purchased  until  paid  in  full.  If  the 
account  is  referred  to  an  attorney  for  collection,  the  buyer 
agrees  to  pay  all  costs,  including  attorneys’  fees,  with  interest 
accruing  on  the  balance,  until  fully  paid,  at  the  specified 
rate. 

c . 

Bidders  shall  be  responsible  for  all  taxes  due  as  a result 
of  their  purchases. 

6  Title  does  not  pass  from  the  consignor  to  the 
successful  bidder  until  the  purchase  price  for  the  lot 
has  been  paid  in  full.  The  risk  of  loss  is  on  the  buyer 
once  the  lot  is  either  in  transit  to  the  successful  bidder  or  in 
their  possession. 

7  ANR  reserves  the  right  to  establish  the  opening  bid 
for  any  lot,  to  establish  bidding  increments,  and  to 
refuse  any  bid.  ANR  reserves  the  right  to  place  bids 
on  behalf  of  the  consignor  up  to  the  amount  ot  a reserve 
price  established  by  the  consignor.  ANR  will  not  accept  a 
reserve  price  from  a consignor  above  the  high  estimated 
value  shown  in  the  catalog  for  the  auction  and  any 
exceptions  to  this  rule  will  be  announced  at  the  auction 
prior  to  the  opening  ofbidding  on  the  material.  ANR  shall 
make  reasonable  efforts  to  properly  enter  and  execute  bids 
received  by  mail  or  by  other  means.  However,  ANR  shall 
not  be  liable  for  any  errors  for  incorrectly  entered  or 
incorrectly  executed  bids. 

8  Bidders  are  responsible  for  their  bids  including  any 
errors  they  may  make  in  placing  bids.  All  bids  shall 
be  in  even  dollar  amounts  and  any  bids  not  in  whole 
dollar  amounts  will  be  rounded  to  the  next  highest  dollar. 
All  bid  sheets  must  be  signed,  and  ANR  reserves  the  right 
to  not  accept  unsigned  bid  sheets. 
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9 All  items  offered  in  this  auction  catalog  are 
guaranteed  to  be  genuine.  Buyer  agrees  that 
except  for  questions  of  authenticity,  there  is 
not  right  of  return  for  any  reason  whatsoever  for 
any  coin  certified  by  any  third  party  certification 
service.  Further,  Buyer  agrees  that  except  for 
questions  of  authenticity,  there  is  not  right  of 
return  lots  nor  shall  ANR  accept  any  returned  lots 
from  any  floor  bidder  or  any  bidder  who  examined 
the  lots  prior  to  the  sale.  Mail,  FAX  and  Internet 
bidders  may  make  return  requests  within  three  days  of 
the  receipt  of  the  lot.  Coins  must  be  returned  to  ANR’s 
offices  in  Wolfeboro,  N.H.  within  30  days  from  the  date 
of  the  auction.  Any  coin  which  has  been  physically 
altered  or  which  has  been  removed  from  its  container  or 
holder  shall  not  be  returnable  nor  accepted  by  ANR. 

Bidders  by  accepting  these  terms  of  sale 
acknowledge  that  the  grading  of  coins  is  a 
subjective  process  for  describing  the  relative 
ranking  of  coins  as  to  their  condition.  Consequently,  the 
language  used  to  describe  any  coin  in  this  catalog,  including 
but  not  limited  to  the  grading  of  such  coin,  are  statements 
of  subjective  opinion  by  the  ANR  staff.  No  warranty, 
whether  expressed  or  implied,  including  the  warranty 
of  merchantability,  is  made  with  respect  to  any  coin 
contained  in  this  catalog.  In  the  event  of  a typographical 
error  or  other  error,  ANR  reserves  the  right  to  withdraw 
any  item  from  the  auction  with  or  without  notice,  to  correct 
the  error  by  verbal  announcement  before  the  lot  is  opened 
for  bidding  or,  if  the  error  is  discovered  alter  the  auction, 
to  refund  the  successful  bidder’s  funds  without  further 
obligation.  The  maximum  obligation  of  ANR  to  any  bidder 
shall  he  the  purchase  price  for  any  lot  in  dispute  or  for  which 
a refund  or  adjustment  is  made  for  any  reason. 

UANR  acts  as  an  auctioneer  to  sell  coins  tor  the 
various  consignors.  Therefore,  no  claims  of  any 
kind  can  be  considered  by  ANR  after 
settlements,  which  occur  45  days  after  the  auction,  have 
been  made  with  the  consignors.  Any  dispute  after  the 


settlement  date  e.xcept  for  reasons  of  authenticity,  is  to  be 
resolved  strictly  by  discussions  between  the  successful 
bidder  and  consignor. 

Cash  advances  may  have  been  made  to  some 
consignors  in  anticipation  of  auction  proceeds. 
ANR  may  consign  items  to  this  auction  and  may 
participate  as  a bidder.  ANR  or  the  consignor  may  bid  for 
their  own  account  at  the  auction  and  may  have  information 
not  otherwise  available  to  the  bidders  regarding  reserves, 
bid  values,  and  other  material  facts  relating  to  the  lots 
opened  for  bidding  at  the  auction.  When  a lot  is  sold  to  the 
book,  it  may  be  sold,  passed  over,  withdrawn  from  the 
auction,  returned  to  the  owner  or  bought  by  ANR.  Any 
consignor  may  bid  on  any  lot,  including  lots  containing 
coins  consigned  by  the  consignor. 

By  placing  a bid  in  this  sale,  a bidder  agrees  that 
this  transaction  shall  be  construed  in  accordance 
with  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  and 
that  neither  New  Hampshire’s  or  any  other  state’s  choice  of 
laws  and/or  conflict  of  laws  shall  be  applied.  Any  dispute 
between  ANR  and  bidders  at  the  auction  (except  for  non- 
payment) shall  be  settled  exclusively  by  binding  arbitration 
under  the  rules  then  in  effect  of  the  Professional  Numismatists 
Guild,  Inc.  conducted  at  Wolfeboro,  New  Hampshire.  In  the 
event  of  non-payment,  ANR  and  a successful  bidder  agree 
that  any  judicial  action  shall  be  heard  and  determined  only  by 
the  courts  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  and  the  successfiil 
bidder  hereby  consents  and  submits  to  the  persondjurisdiction 
of  the  courts  of  New  Hampshire. 

In  the  event  of  litigation,  the  party  against  whom 
a final  judgment  is  rendered  shall  pay  the 
prevailing  parties’  legal  costs,  including  attorneys 
fees  and  witness  fees,  and  all  other  costs  incurred  by  it  during 
the  course  of  such  litigation. 

These  Terms  of  Sale  are  intended  to  be  part 
of  all  lot  descriptions  contained  in  this 
catalogue.  Bidding  in  thisaucrion  sale  constitutes 
acceptance  by  the  bidder  of  the  foregoing  Terms  of  Sale. 


Additional  Information  for  Bidders 


To  INSURE  WE  RECEIVE  YOUR  BIDS,  please 
have  mail  and  fax  bids  to  us  by  NOON,  Eastern  Time 
Monday,  March  7,  2005 

• There  will  be  pre-sale  and  live  bidding  available  on 
the  internet  at  w’ww.  anrcoins.coni. 

• Pre-registration  to  bid  during  the  live  auction  required 
by  March  7,  2005. 

• Any  requests  for  live  bidding  by  phone  (minimum  bid; 
S5,00(J)  must  be  placed  by  Monday,  March  7,  2005. 

Phone  Descriptions!  Any  request  for  phone  de- 
scriptions should  be  made  by  Friday,  Feb.  25,  2005. 


Prices  Realized  will  be  published  approximately 
30  days  after  the  auction.  Prices  realized  will  be  posted 
on  the  Internet  soon  after  the  sale  at  ww'w.anrcoins.com 

New  Bidders!  Ifyou  are  a new  bidder,  be  sure  to 
send  your  credit  information:  Attn:  Laurel  Morrill,  at  least 
10  days  before  the  auction.  There  is  very  little  time,  if  any. 
to  review  this  information  during  the  auction.  All  bidders 
not  known  to  us  will  be  required  to  submit  a 25%  deposit 
before  bidding  in  the  sale. 

Floor  Bidder  Registration  will  begm  30 

minutes  before  the  sale  at  the  entrance  to  the  auction  nnim. 


Please  note  I r.mtp.ircm  hoUers  In  which  the  auction  lotc  arc  stored  arc  to  facilitate  viewing  and  inspection  of  the  lots  and  ARh  NC*  1'  intended  tor  loiig-tetni  storage 
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Suggestions  for  Mail  Bidders 


Bidding  in  our  auctions  can  be  an  interesting, 
enjoyable,  and  numisinatically  rewarding  experience.  Even 
it  you  are  an  experienced  bidder,  you  may  find  that  some 
ot  the  following  comments  will  increase  your  success.  In 
the  event  that  you  wish  to  ask  further  questions,  phone 
Cynthia  LaCarbonara. 

Mail  your  bid  sheet  as  early  as  possible.  This  is 
particularly  important  if  you  are  a new  bidder,  for  it 
takes  us  time  to  check  your  references.  A bid  sheet 
mailed  a few  days  before  the  sale  might  not  reach  us 
until  a week  later — at  which  time  the  coins  will  have 
been  sold  to  others! 

As  the  sale  date  draws  near,  fax  us  your  bids  anytime  24 
hours  a day  [our  fax  number  is  (603)  569-3875].  Or, 
telephone  your  bids  to  our  Auction  Department.  Please 
follow  up  your  phone  and  fax  bids  with  written 
confirmation. 

We’ve  found  it  best  to  use  a work  sheet  to  compile  bids. 
In  this  way  you  can  check  back  and  forth  throughout 
the  catalogue,  make  changes  and  revisions,  and  so  on. 
Then  when  you’ve  decided  on  your  final  bids,  enter 
them  on  the  bid  sheet.  Try  your  best  to  keep  the  bid 
sheet  neat  and  clearly  understandable,  listing  the  lots  in 
order.  Check  your  bid  sheet  carefully.  You  will  be 
responsible  for  any  bids  on  wrong  lots  or  for  the  wrong 
amounts.  Please  be  careful. 

Don’t  bid  more  than  you  want  to  pay!  Review  your 
financial  circumstances  carefully  before  bidding.  There 
is  always  the  possibility  that  you  may  be  awarded  all  of 


the  lots  you  bid  on.  Ifyou  are  awarded  lots,  you  are  legally 
bound  to  pay  for  them  immediately. 

Please  keep  current  prices  levels  in  mind  when  bidding. 
While  high  and  low  prices  sometimes  occur,  most  items 
sell  within  market  ranges.  If  a popular  coin  sells  for  S500 
on  the  retail  market,  chances  are  not  good  that  a bid  of, 
say,  less  than  $400  will  win  it.  On  the  other  hand, 
chances  are  excellent  that  a bid  in  the  $500-$600  range 
will  be  competitive.  There  is  no  harm  in  bargain 
hunting,  but  as  your  time  is  valuable  (and  so  is  ours),  it 
is  most  productive  if  you  keep  current  values  in  mind 
while  bidding.  The  higher  you  bid,  the  greater  your 
chances  are  for  success.  It  has  been  our  experience  that 
many  people  who  bid  strongly,  or  check  the  options  to 
increase  bids  by  an  optional  10%  to  30%  actually 
purchase  at  least  some  lots  below  their  maximum 
authorization  once  the  sale  takes  place. 

Ink  is  best  for  writing  bids.  Pencil  tends  to  blur.  If  bid 
changes  are  necessary,  do  not  write  over  figures.  Instead, 
cross  them  out  completely  and  re-enter  the  bids.  Put 
your  telephone  number  on  the  bid  sheet.  This  way  we 
can  call  you  if  there  is  a question  about  a bid. 

Lots  may  be  inspected  by  mail  prior  to  the  auction  (except 
for  large  or  bulk  lots,  or  other  multiple-coin  lots).  Please 
write  or  call  tor  further  information.  Mail  inspection 
requests  must  be  received  sufficiently  early  to  permit 
return  to  us  in  time  for  general  lot  viewing  prior  to  the 
sale.  The  person  requesting  mail  inspection  agrees  to  pay 
postage  and  insurance  both  ways  and  to  insure  and  be 
responsible  for  the  pieces  in  his  or  her  possession. 


Special  Bidding  Options 


Total  Expenditure 

If  you  wish  to  limit  your  total  expenditure,  please  fill  in 
the  maximum  amount  you  wish  to  spend  on  the  TOTAL 
EXPENDITUITE  line  on  your  bid  sheet.  You  can  then 
submit  bids  for  amounts  up  to  eight  times  the  amount  ot 
the  maximum  expenditure.  This  is  a personal  service  and 
an  ANR  customer  representative  will  personally  attend  to 
your  bid  sheet  by  bidding  from  the  auction  floor,  buying 
lots  for  your  account  until  your  authorized  expenditure  is 
reached.  While  we  will  do  our  best  in  your  behalf,  due  to 
the  speed  of  the  auction  sale  and  the  sometimes  crowded 
conditions,  we  cannot  be  responsible  for  failure  to  execute 
such  a bid  properly.  Due  to  the  bookkeeping  involved, 
this  service  is  offered  only  to  bidders  with  maximum  ex- 
penditures of$  1 ,()()()  or  more.  TOTAL  EXPENDITURE 
and  SINGLE  LOT  GROUP  bidding  can  be  combined. 


Single  Lot  Group 

up  to  five  lots  may  be  grouped  with  brackets  for  a SINGLE 
LOT  GROUP  purchase,  if  you  wish  to  purchase  only  one 
example  of  a coin  of  which  several  examples  appear  in  the 
sale.  Such  lots  should  be  bracketed  on  your  bid  sheet. 
While  we  will  do  our  best  on  your  behalf,  due  to  the  speed 
of  the  auction  sale  and  the  sometimes  crowded  conditions, 
we  cannot  be  responsible  for  failure  to  execute  such  a bid 
properly. 

Optional  Percentage 
Increase 

We  invite  you  to  take  advantage  of  the  optional  10%  to 
30%  increase  to  help  your  chance  of  being  a successful  bid- 
der. Check  the  appropriate  place  on  your  bid  sheet. 
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to  view  or  bid  on 
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WWW.  anrcoins . com 


Guide  to 

PFCE-SALE 

ONLINE 

BIDDING 

Visit  our  website  at  www. 
anrcoins.com  to  register  and  bid  in  the 
Richard  Jewell  Collection  sale.  Once 
you  have  a user  name  and  password,  you 
can  browse  lots  from  the  sale,  view  pho- 
tographs of  the  coins,  and  place  bids. 
Follow  the  instructions  listed  in 
Steps  1 -6  to  place  your  bids  over  the 
internet  before  the  sale  begins. 
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70  WouA  (tom 
1797  $0C  15  Ston. 

MS  60  (NGC) 


Show  ftovort*  Lon|o  Photo* 


**Uro  A«OOif>o*  onO  *SU«tt  Ifl*  Moot  or*  oooroxunoti . 


1797  O-IOto.  tUftty-S.  IS  Stort.  MS-OO  (NCC). 

Fro*  and  Ootionor:  1790>1797  Oropotl  ftutt,  SmoH  loot*.  6y  RoOon  Scot. 

19M  «*hoA  tho  coSocboft  of  AmAottotlor  ond  Mr*.  R.  Honry  Nomob  «*«>  offorod  by  Aof**ry  «r>d  Morono.  th«  17^ 

Mar  loot  ono  ot  At  forontort  foaturos— o com  of  a lifotimo,  a p**c«  ot  lo^ondary  imoortanco.  Tho  buytr  wa*  Dr. 
(othkarton,  who  loot  yutbAablv  proud  of  it,  rocorvuto  oo^otwioboftt  on  tho  toot  from  Oavo  Aowort  and  othort  of 
ftompany  In  tho  lotorvomvo  15  yoort— timo  fbot-^ho  o^co  hat  boon  comAortaWy  earod  for  m tho  Kothkonon  CoF 
opam  A ti  offorod  for  talo . 

It  It  oopropnato  at  thrt  oomt  to  ropoat  vorboOm  tho  dotcnptMn  uodar  whMh  A wa«  offorod  m tho  Norwob  CoBocbon: 

’ARhouoh  amoAO  Drapod  butt  obvorto,  tmaM  CaoM  rtvorto  had  doiart  of  17M-1797,  a fo«r  proofbko  1795  ptocot,  tho 
roar  oarbor,  oxi*t»<ndoad,  rofor  to  Lot  3024  {n  tho  19M  Norwob  »alo}->ir>  Urwrcwlatod  protorvaboo,  navor  mwid  botop 
yroofUro,  tho  1797  had  dodar  it  vtrtuaNy  urtkno«*ri.  Haro  tt  a morvolovt  axcaplMrt,  a ctattie  com  which  wAl  ba  lorovor 
■omambarod  a*  ona  of  tho  proot  topon^y  rontat  of  tha  Norwob  Codocboh.* 

Fa  add  to  that,  wo  rmpht  add  that  Ihtt  piaca  drtptayt  ronocbro,  hittrewt  turfacat  that  oxfwbA  a ixh  panorama  of  old  tonmp, 
»radommatoly  paid  and  tdvor  pray  araa*  of  doop  viotot  and  biwa  on  tho  npht  tido  of  tha  obvorto  and  naar  tha  bata  of 
|ho  rovorta-  A curvad  bntmark  io  pratant  abova  Ubarty't  daavapa.  Wara  thit  com  not  raro,  A would  tbli  bo  booubful  • tha 
kofty  dovKot  stand  out  from  tha  proofbko  haldt  m fuly  roobttd  datad,  tha  tonmp  it  onpmal  and  at  A was  at  dm  bma  of 
iho  1999  Norwob  toW,  tha  AoMt  art  frao  of  all  but  tha  moot  mmor  contact  pomts.  tha  furnr  dotado  of  tha  dm  such  a* 
Jbarty't  harr  and  dm  aapta'o  foatharo  art  naady  rondorod,  and  tho  movAaM  admotmant  marko  art  rooarvod  to  tha 
xtromo  rovoTfO  pormhory  wAh  no  mtorrupbon  of  tho  control  dtvKOO  oo  00  often  ooon  on  tfuo  typo.  Spookmp  of  this  typo, 

I ia  wAhout  any  puoobon  tha  raroot  typa  of  tho  ontfro  American  oAvor  oormo.  a proat  chabonpa  more  often  then  not  onbroly 
smAtad  from  typo  oott  end  when  mdudod  often  found  m wrotchod*>oiron  hoiod-condAion.  Tfm  vory  foct  that  tho  pmco 
■oprooonbnp  tfut  typo  m tho  Haip  Koohkonon  c^cbon  to  oAhor  the  fmoot  known  tpoomon  or  bod  ^r  that  honor  wAh  orm 
MKor  oxompio  tpookt  velumot  about  th>o  notoblo  oot,  Althouph  on  occoiwnal  proofbko  half  doHar  of  1795  iy  found  m Mint 
5toto  condAmn.  tho  lomo  cermet  bo  taid  for  those  doted  1797.  Cmty  o few  pmco*  of  Mmt  State  ouolAv  oro  known,  w«di  only 
ho  fermar  lalan  Roper*  ooift~a  pmco  that  brow^  pvor  $500,000  K piAbe  taio  m IPRS-m  dost  comptbbon  wAh  dot  orm 
>or  hnoft  known  honl^.  The  pratant  Norwob  tpoomon  n further  podiprood  to  Stock's  Nowombor  1955  tale  Of  dm 
boMonhofor  CeNocbon,  whore  A wo*  datcribod  ot: 


1797.  0 superb  oxampi*  of  dws  vary  rar*  dato.  Tha  hnast  stnkmp  wo  hove  over  soon,  wo  cannot  eoncaiva  that  this 
ipaam*n  could  bo  oxeolod.  The  com  was  purchased  a*  a Proof,  hewovor  to  eonsorvobvoly  prodo  A wo  wdl  coH  A proofbko 
Mpfoco.  dofimtolT  ono  of  tho  fust  corns  to  loovo  dm  dms.  Porfocdy  centorod  at  daap  miHmp,  paifoct  color.  AH  tha  ropumAot 
hat  tha  advancad  and  cnbcal  coboctor  datiras.  . . a real  pruo  f* 


Fhat  dascnptmn,  wntton  bafero  many  of  tha  pratant  panoration  of  coMoctors  wore  oven  bom,  it  ot  accurate  at  ovof-  Thrt 
ixampiN  It  dm  pnta  of  dm  kothkarian  typa  sot  end,  puAo  sutipIt,  one  of  tha  most  dosirabla  Itth-contury  U.S.  com* 
ixtant.  Perhaps  more  words  would  bo  tantamourA  to  pddmp  dm  My,  except  diet  wo  should  note  that  in  2004  there  oro 
nony  moro  ^yors  of  hiph  puobty  corns  then  thor*  wore  in  oAhor  1955  or  i9M.  Accordmply,  wo  expect  eompobbon  to  bo 
nttns*.  A net  downnpht  dorpo.  end  dotorvotfy  lo-  Who  know*«>porhops  a panaratmn  wiB  apam  pat*  baforo  du* 
nmmerabto  pmo*  crottot  dm  auction  block. 

bom  Stock's  soft  ot  tf»  Cottoeoon.  Movtfnborl9SS.  lot  67^  Aueeony  by  Powers  end  bttrtno't  toft  of  dm 

winrop  CcAbcPon,  Novtfnbtr  iPPd,  Lot  3027. 


Guide  to 

LIVE  ONLINE 
BIDDING 

We  also  offer  the  option  of  live  online  bidding  dur- 
ing the  auction.  However,  you  must  pre-register  by 
noon,  Monday,  March  7,  2005  to  take  advantage  of 
this  service.  When  the  live  auction  begins,  one  click 
will  take  you  to  the  live  bidding  screen  below.  When 
your  lot  becomes  active,  you  may  enter  a proxy  bid  or 
“InstaBid”  as  the  lot  is  being  auctioned  on  the  floor. 

The  computer  lets  you  know  your  bidding  status. 

For  more  information  on  live  bidding,  or  to  pre- 
register visit  anrcoins.com  or  call  866-811-1804. 


When  the  live  auction  begins,  pre-registered 
bidders  may  access  live  bidding  with  a click! 


6 Login  with  user  ID  and 
Password  to  place  your  bids 


i Prev  Lot  I Lot#  I I I Next  Lot  ► 


Lot  95  Is  now  live 


Lot  *95:  1806  1/2C  C-2.  B-1. 

Grede:  VF  20  (PCGS) 

Live  Bidding;  Tuetdpy,  Februery  3,  2004  1:37;54  (ppprox.) 

Starts  In:  LIVE 

Current  Bid;  $0.00  <0  bids) 


Refresh 


Help 


Your  Bidder  # 1001 

Current  Bid:  $0.00 

Bid  Increment;  $0.00 

Your  Bid:  | 


"2  ($434.00  rmn.) 


Proxy  Bid 
Straight  Bid 


^'Afnefican-Numismatlc  Aarltiesi  LLC'  / 


4 Prev  Lot  I Lot#  I Iffll  Next  Lot* 


Lot  95  Is  now  live 


1806  iy2C  C-2,  B l. 

VF  20 (PCGS) 

Tuesday,  February  3,  2004  1:37:54  (approx.) 
LIVE 

$434.00  by  bidder  #1001  (1  bid) 


Refresh 


Help 


Your  Bidder#;  1001 
Current  Bid;  $434.00  by  bidder  #1001 

Bid  Increment:  $20.00 
Your  Bid.  F” 


J ($440.00  min.) 


YOU  ARE  THE  HIGH  BIDDER. 


2/3/2004  at  1:38:23  PM 


Live 
Online 
Bidding 
Available 

Pre-registration  required 
at  www.anrcoins.com 

/A  /\ 


www.anrcoins.com 


Proxy  Bid 


aight&id  ] 


$434.00 


4 • y«uf  most  recent  bid  < « your  old*-  bids 
Your  bid  It  e lepelly  bindinp  centrect.  by  plecHip  e bid.  you  er*  epreeinp  to  our  Termx  of  z 
Piece  e bid  only  if  you  ere  senout  ebout  purchetinp  the  coin. 

Copyright  • 2003  Amoncen  Nummmettc  ReMbot.  LLC 


OUR  CONSIGNORS 


Richard  Jewell 


I^chard  Cullen  Jewell  was  born  on  February  14th 
1945.  He  spent  the  early  part  of  his  life  in  and  near 
New  York  City  in  Staten  Island,  Woodside,  and  Jack- 
son  Heights.  His  high  school  and  college  years  were 
spent  traveling  to  the  borough  of  Brooklyn  to  receive 
a fine  Franciscan  education. 

His  first  exposure  to  coins  came  in  the  late  1950s 
when  his  grandfather  gave  him  and  his  sibling  a group 
of  Morgan  and  Peace  silver  dollars,  with  the  under- 
stating “not  to  spend  them  right  away,  cause  they  could 
be  worth  much  more  in  the  future.”  And  so  they  were 
put  away  and  not  remembered  for  decades. 

His  interest  in  coins  was  not  reawakened  until  1984 
when  his  mother,  Lorraine,  bought  him  his  first  mod- 
ern commemorative  coin  set  celebrating  the  Olympic 
Games  in  Los  Angeles.  This  interest  was  short  lived 
and  it  was  back  to  work  and  raising  a family. 

In  the  1990s  there  was  e.xciting  news  about  a long- 
lost  ship  laden  with  gold  being  found  in  the  ocean 
depths  off  the  coast  of  the  Carolinas.  In  time,  details 
concerning  the  S.S.  Central  America  were  revealed,  an 
almost  incredible  saga. 

We  continue  m ILichard  Jewell’s  own  words; 

I had  my  curiosity  piqued  and  began  reading  as  much 
information  on  the  “treasure  ship”S.5.  Central  America 
as  I could  gather.  I found  out  that  Christie’s  was  having 
an  auction  in  New  York  City  (guest  catalogued  for  the 
auction  house  by  Dave  Bowers).  I attempted,  without 
success,  to  bid  on  some  coins.  Interest  and  action  were 
more  intense  than  I ever  expected! 

However,  soon  millions  of  dollars’  worth  of  gold 
coins,  gold  ingots,  nuggets  and  gold  dust  were  made 
available  by  the  California  Gold  Marketing  Group 
(Dwight  Manley,  president),  which  had  secured 


ownership  of  the  majority  of  the  treasure.  Various 
rare  coin  companies,  auction  houses,  and  gold  bullion 
dealers  were  enlisted  in  the  distribution.  Through 
Blanchard  & Co.  I was  able  to  acquire  my  first  $3 
gold  coin,  one  of  only  a handful  of  this  denomination 
found  in  the  S.S.  Cetitral  America  treasure,  a rare  prize. 
Soon  afterward  I acquired  a magnificent  gold  ingot 
from  the  ship  and  also  a copy  of  Dave  Bowers’  book, 
A California  Gold  Rush  History,  truly  a masterpiece  of 
writing  and  presentation. 

The  historical  aspects  and  challenges  of 
numismatics  beckoned.  Over  the  next  five  to  six  years 
I set  about  building  what  Dave  Bowers  described  as 
one  of  the  most  “challenging  collections,  seeking 
extremely  rare  high-grade  circulation  strikes  to 
represent  certain  dates  for  which  Proofs  would  have 
been  more  available.” 

I have  interfaced  with  many  people  during  this 
“journey”  in  coin  collecting  and  would  like  to  thank 
a few,  in  particular  my  mentor  and  friend  Doug 
Winter  whose  advice  and  knowledge  goes  without 
asking.  There  was  Bob  Green  of  Park  Avenue 
Numismatics,  Gordon  Wrubel,  Julian  Leidman, 
Larry  Abbott,  Greg  Rohan,  Ed  Glover  and  Ed 
Wehrman  at  Blanchard,  plus  the  entire  staff  at 
American  Numismatic  Rarities,  LLC,  particularly 
Chris  Karstedt,  ILick  Bagg  and  Q.  David  Bowers. 

Thanks  folks  for  the  adventures  and  may  the 
“journey’s  path  never  end!” 

Lastly,  1 truly  have  to  say  a special  “thank  you”  to 
my  wife,  Fran  and  daughter,  Alison  for  their  love  and 
support  during  my  “collecting  frenzies.”  They  shared 
in  my  enjoyment  and  no  doubt  will  share  in  the 
appreciation  I have  for  the  auction  catalogue  and  book 
created  by  American  Numismatic  Rarities.  We  all 
wish  the  future  owners  of  my  golden  treasures  the 
best  of  enjoyment  with  them. 
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The  Hogan  Pond  Collection 


As  so  many  collectors  do,  the  gentleman  who  as- 
sembled the  Hogan  Pond  Collection  began  his  col- 
lection with  the  ubiquitous  one-cent  piece.  Easy  to 
find  and  generally  inexpensive,  this  smallest  circulat- 
ing denomination  (at  least  since  the  mid- 19th  century) 
was  the  first  focus  of  many  young  American  collec- 
tors. However,  few  remain  loyal  to  the  denomination 
during  a lifetime  of  collecting,  as  did  the  gentleman 
who  assembled  this  collection  of  one-cent  pieces.  By 
the  time  he  had  reached  early  adulthood  (in  the  1930s 
and  1940s),  he  had  assembled  two  sets  of  Lincoln  cents, 
two  sets  of  Indian  cents,  an  impressive  date  set  of  large 
cents  1793  to  1857,  and  the  ultimate  challenge  for  a 
true  cent  collector,  an  array  of  rare  patterns,  a chal- 
lenge that  few  embrace. 

Collecting  during  the  1930s  and  1940s  presented 
many  opportunities  to  acquire  rare  and  high  quality 
examples  at  relatively  reasonable  prices,  and  this  col- 
lector took  advantage  of  these  oppormnities  wherever 
possible.  Today,  we  are  fortunate  to  be  able  to  present 
at  public  auction  the  exciting  collection  that  resulted 
from  his  years  of  enthusiasm  for  the  denomination  and 
connoisseurship  in  selecting  the  best  pieces  he  was  able 


to  acquire.  The  Hogan  Pond  Collection  has  not  been 
carefully  studied  by  a numismatist  for  over  50  years, 
and  it  is  remarkable  for  the  rarities  included,  prizes 
such  as  one  of  the  finest  known  1807  Comet  large 
cent,  rare  varieties  from  1793  through  1850,  and  Con- 
dition Census  pieces.  Among  the  patterns,  two  Rar- 
ity-8 specimens  are  included,  but  even  these  are  over- 
shadowed by  a gem  1868  large  cent,  and  a newly  dis- 
covered 60%  off-center  pattern  cent — a spectacular 
rarity!  Of  course,  no  collection  formed  in  the  1930s 
would  be  complete  without  a group  of  commemora- 
tive half  dollars,  and  these  came  to  us  in  their  original 
Wayte  Raymond  album — a group  of  coins  as  original 
as  they  come,  from  the  mint  to  the  album,  to  the 
present  sale.  Unfortunately,  the  collector’s  purchase 
records,  library  of  catalogues  and  notes  were  lost  in  a 
fire  many  years  ago.  However,  we  have  been  able  to 
piece  together  pedigree  notes  on  some  of  the  most 
important  pieces  from  study  in  our  own  library.  Re- 
gardless of  provenance,  many  pieces  stand  as  highly 
important  properties  in  their  own  right,  and  will  stand 
as  important  highlights  in  the  collections  of  a new  gen- 
eration of  enthusiasts. 
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WELCOME 

to  our  sale 

The  Rjchard  Jewell  Collection 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 


Welcome  to  the  Pd chard  Jewell 
Collection  sale,  showcasing  the 
Jewell  Collection  of  $3  gold  coins, 
one  of  the  most  incredible  ever 
formed.  Coin  by  coin  our  consignor 
took  the  greatest  challenge:  to  en- 
deavor to  acquire  high-grade  Mint 
State  $3  pieces,  including  in  many 
instances  in  which  Proofs,  them- 
selves rare,  are  common  by  com- 
parison to  gem  circulation  strikes.  The  result  of  this 
connoisseurship  is  evident,  an  offering  that  will  be  long 
remembered. 

Joining  this  property  are  consignments  from  other 
notable  sources,  including  a collection  of  one-cent 
pieces  ranging  from  1793  through  the  Lincoln  series, 
with  many  impressive  patterns,  all  of  which  have  been 
hidden  away  in  safe  deposit  box  for  several  generations, 
and  now  emerge  to  delight  the  present  community  of 
numismatists.  Talk  about  “fresh”  items!  Commemo- 
rative coins  are  interesting  to  collect  and  can  be  diffi- 
cult to  find  in  certain  levels  of  preservation.  However, 
even  scarcer  are  documents,  original  holders  and  fold- 
ers, and  other  memorabilia  that  were  associated  with 
the  various  coins  when  they  were  originally  distrib- 
uted. Our  offering  here  will  at  once  delight  you  and 
furnish  a remarkable  opportunity  to  acquire  many  rare 
Items  that  many  collectors  simply  discarded  when  their 
coins  were  received  from  the  original  distributors  de- 
cades ago. 

From  early  American  coins  to  territorial  gold, 
through  and  including  the  federal  series  from  half  cents 
to  double  eagles,  the  following  pages  include  some  of 
the  most  impressive  items  we  have  ever  offered.  Per- 


haps none  will  attract  more  attention  than  a superb, 
breathtaking  gem  specimen  of  the  famous  1893-S 
Morgan  dollar,  the  rarity  of  rarities,  a candidate  for  the 
finest  known.  It  would  be  easy  enough  to  mention  other 
notable  pieces  in  the  pages  to  follow,  but  the  descrip- 
tions themselves  take  care  of  that.  The  catalogue  in- 
vites your  perusal. 

Our  sale  will  be  held  in  one  of  our  favorite  venues, 
Baltimore  Maryland,  just  before  the  Baltimore  Coin 
and  Currency  Convention.  Come  to  attend  our  sale 
on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  March  8 and  9,  then  stay 
for  the  show  and  be  sure  to  visit  the  American  Numis- 
matic Rarities  staff  at  our  bourse  table.  Come  by  to 
buy,  sell,  or  simply  say  hello. 

Baltimore  is  perhaps  the  most  numismatic  of  Ameri- 
can cities,  or  certainly  in  the  front  rank.  The  first  truly 
great  collection  of  federal  coins  was  formed  in  Baltimore 
by  Robert  Gilmor,  Jr.,  whose  endeavors  took  place  early 
in  the  Nth  century.  Then  came  generations  of  others, 
including  Colonel  M.I.  Cohen,  the  Garrett  funily  of 
collectors  (T.  Harrison,  Robert,  and  John  Work),  Dr. 
George  W.  Massamore,  and  Waldo  C.  Newcomer,  to 
give  but  a short  list.  Louis  E.  Ehasberg,  Sr.,  who  began 
his  collecting  activities  about  1925  and  continued  for 
decades  afterwards,  is  preeminent  in  the  roster  of  Balti- 
more numismatists,  having  done  what  no  one  ever  did 
before  or  will  ever  do  again:  he  acquired  one  of  each 
different  date  and  mintmark  of  United  States  coins  from 
the  1793  half  cent  to  the  1933  double  eagle.  He  also 
acquired  outstanding  coins  of  the  world,  soon  to  be 
showcased  separately  in  a great  ANR  s>tle.  For  many  years 
The  Nnniismatist,  official  journal  of  the  American  Nu- 
mismatic Association,  was  edited  in  Baltimore  by  Frank 
DufTield.  In  our  own  era  we  have  the  talents  of  the  Fuld 
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family,  the  late  Melvin  Fuld  and  our  fine  friend  for  many 
years,  active  today.  Dr.  George  J.  Fuld. 

To  these  great  individuals  can  be  added  Baltimore 
events,  including  multiple  American  Numismatic  As- 
sociation conventions  and,  on  a continuous  basis,  the 
fine  Baltimore  Coin  and  Currency  Convention  staged 
by  Gordon  Berg  and  Ed  Kuzmar.  Easily  accessed  by 
airline  travel,  containing  more  fine  restaurants  than 
can  possibly  be  sampled  in  a week  of  dining,  plus  fine 
shopping  and  other  attractions,  Baltimore  is  a great 
destination.  Having  a great  offering  of  coins  at  our 
Jewell  Collection  sale  in  March,  plus  opportunities 
afforded  by  the  convention  to  follow,  puts  some  very 
nice  icing  on  the  cake. 

As  these  words  are  being  written,  our  staff  is  turn- 
ing toward  coming  sales  in  a star-spangled  line  up  of 
auction  events.  Dr.  Richard  A.  Bagg  and  John  Pack 
are  busily  working  with  consignors,  and  any  other  of 
the  many  ANR  staff  members  can  be  contacted  in  this 
regard  as  well,  including  me.  The  ANR  “dream  team” 
of  numismatic  experts  is  at  your  service.  Perhaps  the 
ultimate  compliment  received  from  a consignor  re- 
cently is  that  from  an  eastern  gentleman,  the  owner  of 
a fine  cabinet,  and,  who  among  other  things,  has  helped 
at  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  After  seeing  our  pre- 
sentation of  his  coins  he  wrote  a nice  letter  stating  that 


they  were  so  attractively  done  that  he  was  almost 
tempted  to  go  to  the  .sale  and  buy  them  all  back! 

There  are  many  ways  of  doing  things  in  the  numis- 
matic world,  and  quite  a few  fine  auction  companies 
are  competing  for  business.  However,  I believe  it  is 
correct  to  say  that  no  one  comes  close  to  having  the 
combination  of  numismatic  talent,  expertise,  and 
proven  results  offered  by  our  staff  When  the  time 
comes  for  you  to  sell  it  would  be  our  great  pleasure  to 
showcase  your  material.  I can  hardly  wait! 

If  you  are  building  a collection,  the  present  cata- 
logue beckons.  If  you  are  thinking  of  selling,  we  are  at 
your  service,  with  a fine  calendar  of  auction  opportu- 
nities awaiting  you.  If  you  simply  want  to  share  your 
views  on  collecting,  numismatic  research,  or  enjoying 
the  hobby,  get  in  touch  with  me — with  my  private 
email  address  qdavid@anrcoins.com. 

Enjoy  this  catalogue.  Enjoy  numismatics.  Thank 
you  from  all  of  us. 


Sincerely, 
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SESSION  ONE 


1 

( 


Tuesday,  March  8 - 4:00  pm  Sharp 


Baltimore  Ballroom 

Retiiiaissaiice  Harborplace 


THE  CHESAPEAKE  COLLECTION  OF  UNITED  STATES  SILVER 
COMMEMOFLATIVE  COINS  AND  RELATED  EPHEMEFLA 


With  pride  we  present  one  of  the  most  significant  offerings  of  com- 
memorative related  material  ever  to  cross  the  auction  block.  In  many  if  not 
■ most  instances,  holders,  original  mailing  envelopes,  boxes,  and  other  items 
! are  rarer  than  the  coins  themselves.  In  the  present  offering  the  coins  are 
! included  as  well,  creating  a truly  memorable  presentation.  It  should  be 
j noted  that  when  original  holders  and  the  coins  that  went  in  them  are  sonie- 
j times  seen,  the  coins  have  often  been  dipped  or  cleaned.  Seldom  are  they 
! seen  with  original  toning. 

j Certain  of  the  pieces  are  from  the  collection  of  the  late  Helen  Carniody, 
; highly  esteemed  numismatist  who  was  especially  well  known  for  her  in- 
I volvement  of  the  Society  of  United  States  Commemorative  Coins 
1 (SUSCC),  where  for  a long  time  she  was  editor  ofTlie  Coinineuiomtii’e  Trail. 
Helen  had  many  other  accomplishments  as  well,  including  serving  as  a 


member  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association  Board  of  Governors 
and  helping  with  many  local,  regional,  and  national  numismatic  conven- 
tions and  other  events. 

The  history  of  commemorative  coins  has  been  delineated  in  many 
places,  but  nowhere  as  extensively  as  in  Q.  David  Bowers’  1992  study. 
Commemorative  Coins  of  the  Utiited  States:  A Complete  Encyclopedia.  Now 
under  preparation,  we  are  told,  is  another  study  by  Dave  to  take  re- 
search and  presentation  to  a higher  level.  It  is  too  early  for  publication 
dates  and  details,  other  than  to  mention  that  it  is  coming  down  the 
pike.  Some  of  the  items  in  the  present  auction  offering  will  be  used  as 
illustrations. 

Welcome  to  a presentation  the  likes  of  which  may  not  recur  for  a long 
time,  if  ever. 


Remarkable  Albany  Suite 

With  Original  Holder 


Albany  Dongan  Charter 
Committee 
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91)44 


Mr.  W« 
178-26 
Spring 
Long  3 


Rrtum  Postage  Gtocuiteed 


Contents.  Mcfchsndwc 

POSTMASTER  This  pstcel  nuy  be  openea  ft) 
Pottal  inipcerion  if  Nccmtfr 


ALBANY,  N.  Y. 


SEni.ED 

Ka-i 


CHARTERED 

RW) 


CO.MMKMORATlVf.  HAI  K DOLLAR 
MARKINC-.  THfc  2500.  CLLLBUATION 
Ol-  TLIH  GRANTING  Of  Tilt 
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1 Selection  of  five  1936  Albany  Charter  half  dollars  graded  MS- 
64  to  MS-65.  Each  piece  with  some  degree  of  original  “tab  toning” 
from  long-term  storage  in  the  original  mailing  envelope.  All  arc  well 
matched,  and  predominately  light  silver  gray  with  light  golden  toning 
at  the  centers  which  gives  way  to  pleasing  mottled  reddish  brown  around 
the  peripliery.  A lovely  and  original  group  of  coins  accompanied  by  its 


original  cardboard  holder  for  five  coins  and  the  associated  mailing  en- 
velope. The  holder  has  some  minor  foxing  on  the  outside,  and  there 
arc  some  bends  in  the  board  where  the  coins  have  been  removed  for 
examination,  but  it  is  otherwise  intact.  The  envelope  is  trimmed  at  the 
end  for  removal  of  the  coins,  but  it  is  bright  and  rather  nicely  preserved. 
(Total:  5 coins;  1 holder;  1 envelope) 
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2 Pair  of  1936  Albany  Charter  half  dollars  both  graded  MS- 
65.  Each  with  original  tab  toning,  one  more  brilliant  silver  at  the 
center,  while  the  other  is  a pleasing  golden  brown.  An  attractive 
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and  original  pair  with  the  original  Albany  holder  for  five  coins  and 
niailing  envelope  included.  The  holder  is  bright  and  attractive  with 
the  typical  bends  from  removal  of  the  coins.  The  envelope  is  bright, 
though  inscribed  on  the  back.  Also  included  is  an  additional  pair 
ot  Albany  halt  dollar  cardboard  holders  for  five  coins.  One  bright 
and  clean,  while  the  second  has  three  tabs  repaired  with  tape  on 
the  inside.  (Total:  2 coins;  3 holders;  one  envelope) 


Pair  of  Very  Rare  Albany  Presentation  Boxes 

From  the  Helen  Carmody  Collection 


3 Pair  of  1936  Albany  Charter  half  dollars,  graded  MS-64  and 
MS-65,  each  with  predominately  brilliant  surfaces  and  traces  of 
soft  toning.  Each  piece  is  in  a very  rare  cardboard  presentation  box 
with  the  imprint  of  the  National  Commercial  Bank  and  Trust 
Company  of  Albany,  New  York.  One  box  is  red,  with  a white 
imprint  and  with  a red  velvet  sleeve  inside  for  one  coin.  This  box 
is  in  excellent  condition  with  only  minor  traces  of  wear  along  the 
edges.  The  second  box  is  white  with  a blue  imprint,  and  a blue 
velvet  sleeve  for  one  coin  inside.  The  face  of  this  box  is  slightly 
rough,  likely  from  removal  of  a sticker.  However,  it  is  structurally 
intact.  A short  note  from  commemorative  authority  Anthony 
Swiatek  is  enclosed,  referencing  these  two  boxes  from  the  Carmody 
Estate.  It  reads  as  follows: 

“Dear  John:  You  are  looking  at  the  only  Albany  coin  white  box 
with  blue  ink  logo  to  ever  surface.  The  red  is  the  second  Albany  box  to 
enter  the  marketplace,  I own  the  1st,  as  seen  in  my  paperback  book. 
There  has  been  rumor  of  a 3rd  for  the  last  seven  years.  Both  boxes- 
enlarged-are  from  the  Helen  Carmody  Estate.” 

A very  rare  pair  of  presentation  boxes  with  an  excellent  pedi- 
gree, which  are  not  likely  to  be  available  again  for  some  time  to 
come.  An  important  offering  for  the  advanced  collector  of  the  rare 
ephemeral  items  from  the  exciting  U.S.  commemorative  series. 
(Total:  2 coins;  2 boxes;  1 color  photocopy  with  Swiatek  note) 

A number  of  years  ago  Dave  Bowers  and  Ray  Merena  formed  a reference 
collection  of  United  States  silver  and  gold  commemorative  coins,  complete  from 
beginning  to  end.  While  the  coins  themselves  were  quite  nice,  the  e,xhibition  of 
this  collection,  conducted  at  an  American  Numismatic  Association  convention 
and  in  other  places,  drew  crowds  because  of  the  related  material  included-presen- 
tation  boxes,  folders,  holders,  photographs,  and  more.  Any  of  the  items  in  the 
urrent  offering  will  do  much  to  enhance  the  appreciation  and  exhibit  value  of 
a fini  ollection  of  comniemorativcs. 
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Three  1937  Battle  of  Antietam  half  dollars  each  graded  MS- 

65,  or  very  nearly  so.  The  three  pieces  all  have  various  degrees  of 
original  tab  toning.  One  piece  is  brilliant  and  lustrous  silver  other- 
wise, and  the  other  two  exhibit  deeper  and  golden  brown  toning. 
All  are  original,  lustrous,  and  pleasing.  Also  included  is  an  original 
cardboard  holder  for  five  coins  (apparently  never  containing  more 
than  three  pieces)  in  rather  nice  condition  with  only  the  typical 
bends  from  removal  of  the  three  coins.  The  original  mailing  enve- 
lope is  also  included,  bright  and  clean  save  for  an  old  ink  notation 
on  the  face  “3-Antietam  1937”  and  a penciled  note  at  the  upper 
left  corner.  In  addition,  a descriptive  sheet  on  the  issue  is  included, 
apparently  part  of  an  original  brochure.  (Total:  3 coins;  1 holder;  1 
envelope;  1 descriptive  sheet) 


B.  Max  Mehl  advertising  and  price  sheet  for  the  1936  Arkansas 
Centennial  half  dollars  and  the  1935  Texas  Centennial  issues  on 
one  side,  with  an  additional  offering  of  the  newly  released  1936 
Daniel  Boone  issue  from  the  Philadelphia  Mint.  A 7 1/4"  X 11" 
white  page,  two  sided,  printed  in  black  ink. 

Mehl,  the  famous  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  dealer,  was  swept  up  into  the  com- 
memorative craze  of  1935  and  1936,  posted  enthusiastic  advertisements,  and 
even  wrote  a very  interesting  monograph  on  the  series.  When  the  market  crashed- 
and  Mehl  suffered  as  much  as  anyone-he  did  not  hesitate  to  say  so  in  print. 

Over  a long  period  of  years  the  commemorative  coin  market  has  been  sub- 
ject to  price  swings  and  cycles,  delineated  by  Dave  Bowers  in  certain  of  his  stud- 
ies, and  interesting  in  that  over  time  the  peaks  of  one  cycle  have  been  exceeded 
by  the  peaks  of  the  next,  with  valleys  in  between.  Today  in  2005  many  market 
highs  achieved  in  1990  have  not  been  reached  again.  If  tradition  continues,  it 
will  be  likely  be  seen  at  some  future  date  that  the  opportunities  of  2005  were 
indeed  remarkable. 


Selection  of  Arkansas  Centennial  half  dollar  holders:  ☆ Mailing 
envelope  for  1936  Arkansas  half  dollars  from  the  Arkansas  Cen- 
tennial Commission.  Holder  missing  ☆ Original  black,  velvet-lined 
case  for  three  1937  coins,  imprinted  on  the  cover  with  the  date 
and  “ARKANSAS  COMMEMORATIVE  HALF  DOLLARS”. 
Light  blue  description  and  advertising  card  from  Stack’s  inside, 
with  red  ink.  Original  mailing  box  from  Stack’s  also  included.  All 
in  excellent  condition,  with  minor  spotting  on  the  blue  card  ☆ A 
second  original  black,  velvet-lined  case  from  Stack’s  tor  1937  with- 
out the  card  or  mailing  box  ☆ Original  “wood  grain”  cardboard 
box  for  1939  with  dark  blue  velvet  insert  tor  three  coins.  The  wood 
grain  pattern  is  rather  disturbed  from  tape  removal,  and  a partial 
inscription  reads  “1936  Arkansas  Commemorative,”  clearly  mixed 
up  by  a collector  long  ago.  Structurally  sound.  (Total:  3 boxes;  1 
mailing  envelope) 
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7 1937  Arkansas  Centennial  PDS  set  in  original  black,  velvet- 
lined  case  of  issue  from  Stack’s  along  with  the  light  blue  descrip- 
tive insert,  original  mailing  box,  and  descriptive  sheet  from  the 
original  subscription  application.  Coins  grade  MS-64  to  MS-65, 
each  with  excellent  lustre  and  matching  light  pastel  toning  from 
long-term  storage  in  the  original  case.  A superb  original  set.  (To- 
tal: 3 coins;  1 case;  1 mailing  box;  1 descriptive  sheet) 

8 1937  Arkansas  Centennial  PDS  set  in  original  black,  velvet-lined 
case  of  issue  from  Stack’s,  with  descriptive  insert  and  original  mail- 
ing box.  Coins  grade  MS-65,  and  are  lustrous  silver  with  matching 
light  mottled  toning  over  both  sides  from  long-term  storage  in  the 
original  case.  A very  attractive  threesome  with  a nicely  preserved 
case  and  mailing  box.  (Total:  3 coins;  1 case;  1 mailing  box) 

9 1937  Arkansas  Centennial  PDS  set  in  original  black,  velvet-lined 
case  of  issue  from  Stack’s,  with  descriptive  insert  and  original  mail- 
ing box.  Coins  grade  MS-63  or  so  with  light  hairlines.  However,  all 
are  nicely  matched  with  good  lustre  and  faint,  nicely  matched  ton- 
ing. Still  a desirable  original  set  in  the  original  case  of  issue,  with  a 
nicely  preserved  mailing  box.  (Total:  3 coins;  1 case;  1 mailing  box) 

Lovely  Original  1939  PDS  Arkansas  Set 

10  1939  Arkansas  Centen- 
nial PDS  set  in  original 
“wood-grain”  cardboard 
box  of  issue  with  blue  vel- 
vet insert  to  hold  three 
coins.  The  coins  are  all 
graded  MS-65,  or  so,  with 
varying  degrees  of  mottled 
golden  brown  toning  over 
the  lustrous  silver  surfaces. 

Nicely  matched  and 
clearly  stored  long-term  in 
this  original  box.  The  box 
is  in  excellent  condition, 
bright  and  clean,  with 
only  minor  chipping  ot 


the  wood-grain  coating  noted.  Also  included  in  the  lot  is  an  origi- 
nal Acknowledgment  of  Order  postal  card  with  a postal  cancella- 
tion at  Little  Rock  of  November  22,  1938.  (Total:  3 coins;  1 box; 
1 postal  card) 

The  1939  Arkansas  set  was  one  of  the  more  controversial  issues,  with  the 
distributor  claiming  “sold  out”  status  and  then,  marvelously,  happening  to  have 
some  pieces  for  sale  at  a later  date.  A lot  of  information  regarding  the  different 
commemoratives  is  fascinating  and  is  worth  knowing  in  conjunction  with  the 
ownership  of  such  items.  Much  can  be  found  in  Dave  Bowers’  Cammemoratiiv 
Coins  of  the  United  Slates:  A Complete  Encyclopedia. 

11  One  original  wood-grain  box  for  the  1939  Arkansas  issue.  Minor 
exterior  chips  and  marks  are  noted,  but  the  inside  is  very  clean  and 
the  paper  hinge  is  intact.  A very  attractive  box  for  this  issue,  in 
above  average  condition. 

12  1936-S  Bay  Bridge  half 
dollar  in  plastic  case 
with  card  autographed 
by  designer  Jacques 
Schnier,  and  hand-num- 
bered 3 of  1,000  speci- 
mens so  packaged.  Coin 
grades  MS-64,  or  so,  with 
nice  lustre  and  soft  origi- 
nal toning  at  the  rims. 

Also  included  is  one  card- 
board holder  for  five 
coins,  with  notes  written 
on  the  cover,  and  two 
original  mailing  envelopes 
for  the  issue,  one  with  the 
stamps  cut  away.  (Total:  1 
coin  in  plastic  holder;  1 
cardboard  holder;  2 mail- 
ing envelopes) 

Our  fine  California  friend,  Robert  Chandler,  curator  of  the  Wells  Fargo 
Museum,  has  been  mounting  a campaign  to  rename  the  Bay  Bridge  to  honor 
19th-century  San  Francisco  eccentric  character  Emperor  Norton,  some  discus- 
sion of  which  appears  in  our  current  Numismatic  Sun  #5. 

13  Pair  of  1936-S  Bay  Bridge  half  dollars  in  plastic  holders 
autographed  and  numbered  by  Jacques  Schnier.  Holders  are 
numbered  373/1000  and  743/1000.  Coins  average  MS-64,  one  with 
soft  golden  toning,  the  other  brilliant  with  a somewhat  “dipped” 
appearance.  (Total:  2 coins  in  holders) 

14  1935/34  Boone  Bicentennial  half  dollar  with  the  original  triangu- 
lar flap  mailing  holder  and  mailing  envelope.  The  coin  grades  MS- 
65,  with  bright  silver  lustre  and  mild  gray  toning  presenting  some- 
thing of  a pearlescent  aspect.  $1.10,  likely  the  original  cost  of  the 
coin,  is  noted  in  ink  on  the  flap.  The  envelope  is  split  at  the  end 
for  removal  of  the  holder,  and  is  fairly  typical  otherwise.  A lovely, 
original  lot.  (Total:  1 coin;  1 holder;  1 envelope) 

15  Selection  of  Boone  Bicentennial  half  dollar  holders  and  envelopes: 
☆ Two  triangular  flap  holders  for  shipping  individual  coins,  both 
with  address  stamp  of  C.  Frank  Dunn  in  three  lines  on  the  out- 
side, and  Lindly  Box  Company  imprint  on  the  inside  Two  tri- 
angular flap  holders  with  C.  Frank  Dunn  imprint  on  outside  in 
two  lines,  blank  inside  ☆ Cnc  triangular  flap  holder  with  the  im- 
print of  Mrs.  C.  F.  Dunn  on  the  outside  in  two  lines,  blank  inside 
■tlr  Three  mailing  envelopes,  one  with  stamps  cut  away  Cine  postal 
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card  trom  L.  Frank  Dunn  acknowledging  a gentleman’s  order  of  a 
set  ot  143S  Boones,  postmarked  October  26,  1938,  and  signed  by 
Dunn.  (Total:  5 holders;  3 envelopes;  1 postal  card) 

Frank  Dunn  and  his  involvement  with  the  lioone  bicentennial  half  dollars 
turnish  one  of  the  more  spicy  chapters  in  the  annals  of  American 
commemoratives.  All  sorts  of  misleading  and  phony  news  items  were  issued, 
threats  were  mounted,  and  at  one  time  Dunn  transferred  parts  of  the  business  to 
the  name  of  his  wife. 


16  Three  1936  Bridgeport  Centennial  half  dollars,  each  in  origi- 
nal blue  and  gold  box  of  issue  designed  for  a single  coin. 

Coins  grade  MS-64  to  MS-65  with  varying  degrees  of  toning.  One 
is  nearly  fully  brilliant  silver  with  a trace  of  soft  gold  at  the  centers, 
one  is  lustrous  pearl  gray  with  traces  of  golden  brown  at  the  rims 
and  on  the  reverse,  while  the  third  is  darker  golden  gray  with 
mottled  golden  brown.  One  box  is  very  sharp  with  minimal  wear, 
the  second  is  somewhat  nicked  along  the  edges,  and  the  third  has  a 
couple  oflarger  abrasions  on  the  underside.  (Total:  3 coins;  3 boxes) 
On  the  obverse  is  featured  the  portrait  of  Phineas  T.  Barniim  ot  Bridgeport, 
who  remains  the  best  remembered  showman  from  the  19th  century.  Barnum 
was  a coin  collector,  of  sorts,  and  advertised  that  coins  and  medals  were  on  dis- 
play in  his  American  Museum  in  New  York  City.  However,  no  inventory  ot  his 
holdings  has  been  seen. 


17  Three  1936  Bridgeport  Centennial  half  dollars  in  original 
box  of  issue  designed  for  three  pieces,  and  with  postal  mail- 
ing box.  The  coins  grade  average  M.S-64  to  MS-65  and  are  mostly 
lustnui-.  .liver  gray  with  Hecks  of  natural  golden  brown  toning.  A 


nicely  matched  trio  in  a very  clean,  well-preserved  box  of  issue.  j' 
Also  included  is  a selection  of  Bridgeport  boxes:  ☆ Box  for  one 
coin.  Intact,  but  rough  at  edges  ☆ Box  for  three  coins  (3).  One 
rough  at  one  end,  the  other  two  slightly  above  average,  one  in-  |,, 
eluding  the  original  mailing  box.  (Total:  3 coins;  5 coin  boxes;  2 j' 
mailing  boxes) 


18  Four  1951  Carver-Washington  half  dollars  in  a contemporary 
black  cardboard  “window”  holder  for  four  coins,  similar  in  style 
to  the  holders  for  the  Cincinnati  half  dollar  issues.  The  coins  grade 
MS-64,  or  perhaps  a little  better.  They  are  beautifully  toned  from 
years  ot  storage  in  the  holder,  and  very  nicely  matched.  (Total;  4 
coins;  1 holder) 

Holders  of  this  type  were  genemlly  known  as  the  “Winne”  brand  and  were 
quite  popular  at  one  time. 

1936  Cincinnati  PDS  Set 

Notarized  50th  Set  Struck 


19  1936  Cincinnati  PDS  set  in  original  black  cardboard  “wdn- 

dow”  holder,  with  notarized  certificate  on  the  back  identi- 
fying this  set  as  the  50th  set  struck.  The  certificate  bears  the 
autographed  signature  of  Thomas  Melish  as  the  president  ot  the 
Cincinnati  Musical  Center  Commemorative  Coin  Association,  and 
is  sealed  and  notarized  at  Cincinnati.  The  coins  grade  MS-65  or 
nearly  so  on  average.  One  side  ot  each  piece  is  lustrous  silver  with 
gray  overtones  and  soft  pastel  highlights.  The  opposing  side  ot  each 
piece,  which  was  stored  against  the  cardlmard  holder,  is  deeply 
toned  mottled  golden  brown  with  varying  degrees  ot  rose  and  pastel 
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highlights.  All  arc  beautifully  matched,  original,  and  nicely  pre- 
served. The  holder  exhibits  only  the  most  minor  handling  marks. 
Also  included  is  a manila  envelope  evidently  used  to  store  this  set 
for  some  time,  perhaps  from  the  193()s,  and  a postal  small  receipt 
dated  July  20,  1936.  An  impressive  set  from  among  the  first  200 
struck,  and  bearing  a relatively  low  number.  Highly  desirable.  (To- 
tal: 3 coins;  1 envelope;  1 postal  receipt) 

rhoinas  G.  Melish.  Cincinnati  businessman,  was  indeed  the  “Cincinnati 
Musical  Center  Coin  Association,”  essentially  a one-person  operation.  Melish 
was  able  to  have  these  coins  struck,  set  his  own  market  price,  and  distribute 
them  as  he  wished — quite  a feat  when  viewed  in  hindsight. 

Melish  desired  to  issue  a commemorative  observing  something  related  to 
Cincinnati  and  came  up  with  the  notion  that  1936  was  the  50th  anniversary  of 
the  city  as  a “musical  center  of  America.”  The  obverse  depicted  Stephen  Foster, 
who  had  little  to  do  with  Cincinnati,  and  the  reverse  showed  a woman  holding 
a lyre.  The  main  problem  is  that  a fairly  detailed  search  of  Cincinnati  records  for 
the  year  1 886  reveals  not  a thing  particularly  notable  relating  to  music.  Concerts 
were  conducted  as  were  various  solo  performances,  but  nothing  out  of  the  ordi- 
nary. IfMelish  had  sought  to  commemorate  something  tni/y  significant  he  could 
have  honored  Rudolph  Wurlitzer,  a German  immigrant  who  arrived  in  Cin- 
cinnati in  1853,  and  who  started  the  Wurlitzer  Company  in  1856.  This  would 
have  been  an  80th  anniversary,  not  particularly  an  even  number,  but  at  least 
with  some  meaning — as  Wurlitzer  went  on  to  become  the  largest  and  most  suc- 
cessful house  of  music  products  in  American  history.  Come  to  think  of  it,  an 
80th  anniversary  is  not  all  that  bad,  when  one  considers  that  in  recent  times  a 
commemorative  dollar  was  issued  to  celebrate  the  38th  anniversary  of  the  Ko- 
rean War,  and  in  1893  a commemorative  half  dollar  observed  the  401st  anniver- 
sary of  the  landing  of  Columbus,  not  to  overlook  the  1921  Alabama  Centennial 
half  dollar,  issued  two  years  after  the  1919  true  centennial  date  or  the  1921  Pil- 
grim half  dollar,  noting  the  101st  anniversary  of  the  arrival  of  certain  Britishers 
on  or  near  Plymouth  Rock.  Great  fun,  this! 


1936  Cincinnati  PDS  Set 

Notarized  73rd  Set  Struck 


20  1936  Cincinnati  PDS  set  in  original  black  cardboard  “win- 

dow” holder,  with  notarized  certificate  on  the  back  identi- 
fying these  as  the  73rd  coins  struck  at  each  of  the  three  mints. 

Cratlcs  average  MS-64  to  MS-65,  each  with  nice  lustre  and  vary- 
ing degrees  of  mottled  pastel  and  dark  brown  toning.  A lovely, 
well-matched  set  and  highly  desirable  as  being  among  the  first  pro- 
duced. The  holder  is  slightly  worn,  but  the  certificate  is  complete 
and  the  preservation  is  quite  good  overall.  A mailing  envelope  is 


included,  as  well  as  three  individual  coin  envelopes  numbered  “73”, 
the  envelopes  used  to  capture  the  first  200  coins  off  the  presses 
thus  immediately  identifying  and  preserving  the  striking  sequence 
of  these  pieces  for  notarization  in  Cincinnati.  The  Denver  enve- 
lope bears  the  following  typewritten  message: 

“The  enclosed  coin  is  No.  73  of  the  first  200  half  dollars  struck 
at  the  Denver  Mint  for  the  Cincinnati  Music  Center  Commemo- 
rative Coin  Association,”  over  the  name  of  the  superintendent  of 
the  Mint,  over  the  autographed  signature  of  the  acting  superin- 
tendent. A superb  lot  for  the  advance  U.S.  commemorative  coin 
collector.  (Total:  3 coins;  1 holder;  3 coin  envelopes;  1 mailing 
envelope) 

Holders  such  as  this  were  once  seen  with  some  frequency  in  the  numis- 
matic market,  but  today  are  so  rare  that  often  a few  years  will  pass  between  find- 
ing one  on  display  at  a show  or  convention.  The  present  opportunity  is  indeed 
remarkable. 


1936  Cincinnati  PDS  Set 

Notarized  110th  Set  Struck 


21  1936  Cincinnati  PDS  set  in  original  black  cardboard  “\sdn- 

dow”  holder,  with  notarized  certificate  on  the  back  identi- 
fying these  coins  as  the  110th  set  struck.  The  coins  grade  MS- 
64,  or  perhaps  slightly  better.  Each  is  predominately  brilliant  on 
one  side  with  faint  overtones  of  color,  while  the  opposing  sides  are 
deeper  golden  brown  with  heavy  rose  and  light  pastel  highlights. 
All  are  perfectly  matched,  attesting  to  the  original  nature  of  this 
set.  Another  of  the  very  desirable  first  200  sets.  (Total:  3 coins;  1 
holder) 


AMERICAN  numismatic:  lUMCITIES 


The  Jewell  Collection 


22  1936  Cincinnati  PDS  set  in  original  black  cardboard  “win- 
dow” holder,  with  original  mailing  envelope  included.  The 

coins  grade  MS-64  to  MS-65,  and  each  is  lustrous  silver  with  pale 
gray  toning  on  one  side,  while  the  opposing  side  of  each  coin  ex- 
hibits deeper  rose  and  gray  toning  with  some  pastel  overtones  from 
being  stored  against  the  cardboard.  A beautifully  matched  set  m a 
well-preserved  holder.  The  envelope  is  rather  worn,  but  intact. 
(Total:  3 coins;  1 holder;  1 envelope) 

23  Holders  for  1936  Cincinnati  half  dollars:  ☆ Tab  style  holder  for 
three  coins,  and  associated  mailing  envelope.  All  intact,  but  ex- 
hibiting typical  signs  of  wear  ☆ Pair  of  black  cardboard  Wayte 
Raymond  style  “window”  holders  for  PDS  sets  of  Cincinnati  half 
dollars.  Both  nicely  preserved,  though  one  has  some  tape  residue 
at  the  end.  (Total:  3 holders;  1 envelope) 


Important  1936  Cleveland  Half  Dollar 
Notarized  Coin  #14  from  the  Dies 


24  1936  Cleveland  half  dollar  in  original  black  cardboard  “win- 

dow” holder,  with  notarized  certificate  on  the  back  identi- 
fying it  as  the  14th  coin  struck  by  the  dies.  The  coin  grades 
MS-60,  or  so  perhaps  with  some  minor  prooflike  attributes.  How- 
ever. the  piece  has  been  polished  by  a previous  owner  (who  un- 
doubtedly did  not  appreciate  the  value  of  the  natural  toning).  I’res- 
cntly,  the  surfaces  are  brilliant  silver  with  traces  of  dark  toning  near 


the  rims.  The  strike  is  very  sharp  as  is  typical  of  these  early  coins 
from  the  dies.  Anthony  Swiatek  specifically  mentions  having  seen 
this  piece  in  the  Swiatek-Breen  reference  on  U.S.  commemoratives, 
noting  in  particular  that  these  early  coins  were  not  struck  from  spe- 
cially treated  dies,  nor  were  they  specially  prepared  or  prooflike. 
Comparison  of  this  coin  with  those  offered  in  the  next  two  lots 
(containing  coins  number  28,  49,  and  51)  confirm  that  the  appear- 
ance of  the  earlier  pieces  was  not  markedly  different  from  regularly 
issued  coins,  save  for  the  sharper  appearance  from  having  been  struck 
by  fresh  dies.  The  holder  shows  some  minor  handling  marks,  but  is 
nicely  preserved.  The  notarized  certificate  is  likewise  in  excellent 
condition,  save  for  a bit  of  red  ink  at  the  left  end.  Signatures  ofMelish 
and  the  notary  are  bold.  Also  included  is  the  original  presentation 
letter  from  Melish  that  accompanied  this  coin  on  its  delivery  to  the 
original  purchaser,  Mr.  B.J.  Lazar  of  Cincinnati,  dated  July  27, 1936. 
The  letter  reads  as  follows: 

My  dear  Mr.  Lazar; 

The  writer  arranged  to  have  the  Philadelphia  mint  send  us  the  first 
200  Cleveland  Centennial  coins  struck  at  the  mint  in  separate  enve- 
lopes. The  operator  caught  the  coins  in  gloved  hands  so  as  to  avoid  the 
slightest  possibility  of  fingerprints,  nicks  or  abrashions  [sic]. 

We  take  pleasure  in  sending  you  herewith  coin  #14,  together  with 
the  original  envelope  in  which  it  was  received  from  the  mint.  Please 
accept  this  special  coin  with  the  writer’s  compliments. 

Cordially  yours, 

The  Cleveland  Centennial  Commemorative  Coin  Ass’N. 

Thomas  G.  Melish,  Treasurer 

The  letter  is  8.5”  X 8.5"  on  white  paper  (somewhat  aged),  and 
hand-signed  by  Thomas  Melish  in  black  ink.  It  has  been  backed 
on  heavy  card  to  preserve  its  condition,  though  a couple  of  small 
foxing  spots  are  noted.  Just  five  days  before,  Melish  wrote  to  dealer 
Walter  R Nichols  that,  “We  have  just  been  advised  by  the  Phila- 
delphia Mint  that  the  Cleveland  coins  were  shipped  to  us  on  Mon- 
day [July  20],  so  they  ought  to  be  in  Cleveland  today,  in  which 
case  we  will  start  to  distribute  the  Cleveland  coins  at  once.”  Ap- 
parently holding  to  his  word,  the  deliveries  began  within  days. 

Early  coins  from  among  the  first  200  pieces  are  rarely  seen  to- 
day, and  we  are  delighted  to  have  the  opportunity  to  handle  sev- 
eral examples  in  the  present  collection,  the  present  coin  being  the 
lowest-numbered  example  we  have  seen.  A prize  for  the  com- 
memorative enthusiast.  (Total:  1 coin;  1 holder;  1 letter) 


AMHRIC'.AN  numismatic:  RARITIF.S 
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1936  Cleveland  Half  Dollar 

Notarized  Coin  #28 
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25  1936  Cleveland  half  dollar  in  original  black  cardboard  “win- 

dow” holder,  with  notarized  certificate  on  the  back  identi- 
fying it  as  the  28th  coin  struck  by  the  dies.  The  coin  grades 
MS-65,  with  sharp  lustre.  The  obverse  is  brilliant,  while  the  re- 
verse has  toned  a soft  rosy  gray  with  a few  mottled  flecks  of  deeper 
color  from  long-term  storage  in  the  original  holder.  The  holder 
exhibits  moderately  heavy  handling  marks  including  rounded  cor- 
ners and  a couple  ot  small  chips  from  the  black  coating.  However, 
the  notarized  certificate  on  the  back  is  quite  sharp,  if  a little  yel- 
lowed from  natural  aging.  Good  signatures  of  Melish  and  the  no- 
tary. A numbered  piece  not  seen  by  Swiatek  and  Breen  by  the 
time  of  their  encyclopedia  on  the  subject.  (Total:  1 coin;  1 holder) 
The  1936  Cleveland  half  dollar  has  its  own  interest  and  bears  the  imprima- 
tur of  entrepreneur  Thomas  G.  Melish,  who  was  located  far  across  the  state  in 
Cincinnati.  These  particular  coins,  meant  for  the  Great  Lakes  Exposition,  were 
not  struck  until  after  the  event  shut  down. 
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1936  Cleveland  Half  Dollar  Pair 

Notarized  Coins  #49  and  #51 
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26  Important  pair  of  1936  Cleveland  half  dollars,  in  their  origi- 

nal cardboard  “window”  holder,  with  notarized  certificate 
on  the  back  identifying  these  as  coins  number  49  and  5 1 from 


the  dies.  Coins  grade  MS-64,  or  so.  One  side  of  each  is  light  sil- 
ver gray  with  good  lustre  and  minor  traces  of  soft  gold  toning  at 
the  rims.  The  opposing  sides  of  each  piece  are  deeply  toned  in 
mottled  hues  of  gray  and  golden  brown,  while  one  exhibits  attrac- 
tive pastel  overtones.  A well-matched  pair,  having  been  stored  in 
their  original  holder  for  a long  time.  The  two-coin  holder  is  de- 
signed and  imprinted  for  display  of  one  obverse  and  one  reverse, 
and  notarized  two  coin  sets  are  significantly  rarer  than  their  single- 
coin counterparts,  though  none  are  seen  with  any  frequency.  The 
holder  and  certificate  are  nicely  preserved,  though  a slight  rust 
mark  from  a paperclip  is  detected  on  the  back.  Boldly  numbered 
and  signed. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  Melish  wrote  to  dealer  Walter  P. 
Nichols  on  July  31,  1936,  less  than  one  week  from  the  delivery 
date  of  coin  #14  above  the  following  message, 

“The  Cincinnati  sale  was  a complete  landslide  and  tremendously 
oversubscribed.  You  may  be  interested  in  knowing  that  25,000  Cleve- 
land coins  struck  at  the  Philadelphia  mint  (none  were  made  at  the  other 
mints)  reached  us  only  a few  days  ago  and  already  over  24,000  have 
been  distributed.  The  other  1,000  will  be  distributed  within  the  very 
near  future.  This  sale  was  also  a landslide.” 

If  Melish  was  forthright  in  his  statements  to  Mr.  Nichols,  it  is 
rather  surprising  that  coins  49  and  51  here  offered  were  mailed  to 
their  buyer  in  October  1936,  as  evidenced  by  the  original  mailing 
envelope — fully  three  months  after  the  vast  majority  had  been  dis- 
tributed. (Total:  2 coins;  1 holder;  1 mailing  envelope) 

Speaking  of  being  forthright,  or  otherwise,  one  thing  that  Melish  did  not 
have  (and  the  same  could  be  said  for  L.W.  Hoffecker  (of  Old  Spanish  Trail  and 
Elgin  fame)  was  I'cradly.  Apparently,  lying  to  fellow  numismatists  didn't  bother 
them  at  all!  Rogues  and  rascals,  of  which  there  are  quite  a few  in  the  annals  of 
commemoratives,  are  always  interesting  to  read  about. 

Four  1936  Cleveland  half  dollars  housed  in  two  original  black 
cardboard  “window”  holders  for  two  coins.  Holders  identi- 
cal to  those  containing  the  notarized  first  200  coins,  as  discussed 
above,  but  these  without  the  certificate  on  the  back.  The  coins 
average  MS-64  to  MS-65,  with  one  pairbeingvery  lustrous,  while 
the  other  pair  is  somewhat  subdued  by  the  heavy  original  patina. 
One  side  of  each  coin  is  predominately  brilliant,  while  the  sides 
stored  against  the  cardboard  holders  are  naturally  toned  to  varying 
degrees.  Two  nice  original,  well-matched  sets  of  Cleveland  half 
dollars  in  their  scarcely  offered  original  holders  of  issue.  (Total:  4 
coins;  two  holders) 


Three  1936  Cleveland  half  dollars  in  original  holders  of  is- 
sue. Coins  average  MS-64  to  MS-65  with  excellent  lustre  and 
varying  degrees  of  mottled  pearlescent  toning  and  faint  pastel  over- 
tones. Different  holders  than  those  described  above,  one  being  a 
triangular-fiap  style  holder  similar  to  those  used  by  C.  Frank  Dunn 
in  the  distribution  ot  Boone  halt  dollars.  This  piece  bears  the  large 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  RARITIES 


The  Jewell  Cc:>llec:i  ion 


imprmt  ot  Thos.  CJ.  Melish,  with  his  business  address  in  five  lines. 
.\lso  inckaled  are  two  original  delivery  envelopes  from  the  Great 
Lakes  E.xposition,  each  with  a blue  number  stamped  at  the  upper 
center,  75,  and  927  .specifically.  All  holders  are  handled  but  in  ex- 
cellent condition.  (Total:  3 coins;  1 holder;  2 envelopes) 

Selection  of  holders  and  ephemeral  items  relating  to  the  1936 
Cleveland  half  dollar:  ☆ Thomas  Melish  holders  of  the  triangu- 
lar-Hap  style  (4).  Each  with  Melish  imprint  on  flap.  Three  with 
inscription  on  back,  “S1.56  plus  postage,  8/4/36.”  ☆ Black  card- 
board “window”  style  holder  for  one  coin.  Superb  as  issued  con- 
dition ☆ Black  cardboard  “window”  style  holder  for  two  coins. 
Somewhat  rough  around  the  edges  with  rounded  corners  ☆ Mail- 
ing envelope  once  containing  a lady’s  order  of  10  Cleveland  half 
dollars,  with  the  return  address  ofMelish’s  business,  The  Bromwell 
Wire  Goods  Co.  ☆ 1936  Great  Lakes  Exposition  registration  book- 
let. Bright  and  clean,  but  with  a slightly  bent  corner  ☆ Pair  of 
Great  Lakes  Exposition  advertising  stamps  (2).  An  interesting  as- 
sortment of  Cleveland-related  items.  (Total:  6 holders;  1 enve- 
lope; 1 registration  booklet;  2 stamps) 
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1786  - 1936 

HALF  DOLLAR  COMMEMORATING  THE  SESQUI.CENTENNIAL 
OF  THE  FOUNDING  OF  COLUMBIA  AS  THE  CAPITAL  OF 
SOUTH  CAROLINA. 


1936  Columbia  Sesquicentennial  PDS  set  in  original  holder 
of  issue,  with  original  presentation  letter.  The  coins  grade  MS- 
65,  or  so,  each  with  nice  lustre  and  original  tab  toning  from  long- 
term storage  in  the  present  holder.  The  reverses  are  uniformly  toned 
deep  golden  gray  with  pastel  highlights.  A beautifully  matched, 
original  set.  The  holder  is  clean  and  in  very  nice  condition,  save 
for  typical  light  handling  marks  and  bends  from  removal  of  the 
coins.  Also  included  is  an  original  presentation  envelope  for  the 
set,  written  to  Charles  E.  Jackson,  by  the  Columbia  Sesqui-Cen- 
tennial  Commission,  February  15, 1937.  Additional  pieces  include 
three  empty  tab-style  holders  in  typical  grade,  two  mailing  enve- 
lopes for  the  issue,  and  one  order  acknowledgment  letter.  A lovely 
grouping  of  Columbia  items.  (Total:  3 coins;  4 holders;  3 enve- 
lopes; 1 letter) 

1936  Columbia  Sesquicentennial  PDS  set  in  original  holder 
of  issue.  Coins  grade  MS-65  or  nearly  so,  with  heavy  golden  gray 
toning  over  the  surfaces,  highlighted  by  deep  golden  brown  flecks 
mottled  around  the  devices.  All  are  perfectly  matched  and  add  to 
the  appeal  of  this  original  set.  The  holder  has  seen  much  handling, 
and  tears  have  developed  from  the  bending  for  removal  of  the  coins. 
A staple  puncture  is  also  noted.  1 lowever,  these  holders  are  scarcely 
seen,  and  any  example  is  desirable.  Also  included  is  the  original 
letter  to  those  who  had  placed  orders,  letting  them  know  that  the 
oins  would  be  slow  in  coming,  but  that  the  orders  were  being 


processed.  An  original  mailing  envelope  for  the  issue  is  also  in- 
cluded, postmarked  December  12,  1936.  (Total:  3 coins;  1 holder, 
1 envelope;  1 letter) 

From  Paramount’s  Sale  of  the  Bryan  Collection,  January  1982,  Lot 
959,  to  Fleritage’s  Central  States  Sale,  1999,  Lot  5407. 


32  1892  Columbian  Exposition  half  dollar  in  original  leather 

holder.  Coin  grades  MS-63.  The  surtaces  are  fingerprinted  and 
toned  deep  violet  and  blue,  over  deep  gray.  The  dark  olive-brown 
leather  holder  has  a flap  on  each  side  which  can  be  lifted  to  reveal 
the  obverse  or  reverse  of  the  coin,  which  is  inset  in  a center  por- 
tion lined  with  red  velvet.  The  obverse  flap  is  imprinted 
COLUMBIAN  / 1492  / CHICAGO  / 1892  / EXPOSITION  in 
four  lines,  in  an  ornamented  circular  frame,  in  gold  ink.  Covers 
are  somewhat  worn  and  marked,  but  the  imprint  is  not  disturbed. 
An  interesting  and  rare  presentation  item,  plated  in  Anthony 
Swiatek’s  Commemoratiiv  Coins  of  the  United  States,  Identification  and 
Price  Guide.  (Total:  1 coin;  1 leather  holder) 


33  Pair  of  1892  Columbian  Exposition  half  dollars  in  original 
leather  advertising  pouches.  Coins  grade  MS-60,  lustrous  and 
beautifully  toned;  AU-50,  polished,  but  deeply  toned  over.  The 
leather  pouches,  suitable  for  one  coin  each,  are  identical  and  very 
nicely  preserved.  Both  are  deep  reddish  brown  leather,  with  bright 
red  stitching  around  the  coin  pouch.  The  outer  flap  bears  the  im- 
print of  the  Merchants  National  Bank,  Philadelphia,  while  the  in- 
side bears  a compass  type  imprint  with  four  directional  arrows 
pointing  to  the  words,  SAFETY,  PROMPTNESS.  LIBER.\L- 
ITY,  and  COURTESY,  apparently  values  held  in  high  regard  by 
the  bank!  We're  not  quite  sure  what  “liberality"  means,  but  pre- 
sumably it  was  a desirable  aspect.  A rare  pair  ot  promotional  hold- 
ers for  the  Columbian  Expo  halfdollars.  (Total:  2 coins;  2 holders) 
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34  Pair  of  Columbian  Exposition  half  dollars  in  original  leather 

advertising  pouches.  Coins  grade  MS-63  PL,  with  attractive 
pastel  toning;  MS-63,  lustrous  light  golden  surfaces  with  faint  blue 
accents  at  the  rims.  The  leather  pouches  are  deep  reddish  brown 
with  gold  imprints  as  follows:  ☆ COLUMBIAN  / 1492  / CHI- 
CAGO / 1892  / EXPOSITION  in  four  lines  inside,  and  ALLEGH- 
ENY NATIONAL  / BANK  / PITTSBURGH,  PA  in  three  lines 
on  outer  flap  ☆ Imprint  of  HENRY  DISSTON  &:  SONS,  IN- 
CORPORATED around  keystone  style  logo.  All  imprints  clear 
and  unaffected  by  wear.  Another  rare  pair  of  advertising  holders. 
(Total;  2 coins;  2 holders) 


Important  1893  Columbian  Half  Dollar 

With  Wells,  Fargo  & Co.  Holder 


35  Rare  and  desirable  Columbian  Exposition  Wells,  Fargo  & 
Co.  presentation  card  with  a half  dollar.  1893  Columbian  Expo 
half  dollar  graded  MS-63  PL,  or  perhaps  finer,  with  nicely  retlcc- 
tive  fields,  attractively  toned  deep  gold  and  brown.  The  pink  and 
blue  Wells,  Fargo  & Co.  card  is  superbly  preserved,  with  bold  color 
and  few  signs  of  even  the  lightest  handling.  The  original  envelope 
is  also  included,  having  protected  the  card.  The  envelope  is  in- 
scribed to  Mr.  F.H.  Worlock,  as  agent  for  the  company  at  Victoria, 
British  Columbia.  Though  the  envelope  notes  the  coin  to  be  dated 
1892  as  is  typical,  this  holder  contains  a piece  dated  1893.  Consid- 
ering the  prooflike  quality  of  the  coin,  perhaps  the  supply  of  1892- 
dated  issues  ran  low  and  this  early  strike  for  1893  had  to  be  substi- 
tuted. Mr.  Worlock’s  black  leather  wallet  is  also  included  with  the 
lot,  making  this  a particularly  interesting  example  of  the  highly 
prized  Wells,  Fargo  presentation  card.  Before  the  coins  were  pre- 
sented to  employees  of  the  company  in  early  1893,  a letter  was 


forwarded  with  regard  to  the  coming  gift,  signed  by  the  president 
of  the  company,  J.W.  Valentine.  A photocopy  of  this  letter  is  in- 
cluded. (Total:  1 coin;  1 Wells,  Fargo  holder  with  envelope;  1 
leather  wallet) 

From  the  Fleleii  Carmody  Collection,  to  Anthony  Swiatek,  to  the 
Chesapeake  Collection. 


36  A second  rare  Columbian  Exposition  Wells,  Fargo  & Co. 
presentation  card,  with  an  original  1892  half  dollar.  Coin 
grades  MS-63,  and  is  deeply  toned  in  pastel  colors  over  rich  silver 
gray  surfaces.  The  pink  and  blue  presentation  card  has  been  bent 
in  the  middle,  likely  during  a careless  attempt  at  removing  the  coin, 
but  it  remains  intact  and  it  is  otherwise  rather  clean,  having  been 
stored  in  its  original  presentation  envelope.  The  envelope  is  also 
included,  presented  to  Mr.  J.E.  Dooly,  Agent  at  Salt  Lake,  Utah. 
It  has  a couple  of  large  internal  tears,  but  remains  intact.  (Total:  1 
coin;  1 Wells,  Fargo  holder  with  envelope) 

Now  that  Wells,  Fargo  and  Co.  has  been  mentioned  a few  other  times  in 
our  catalogue  (in  addition  to  our  note  under  the  1936  Bay  Bridge),  we  surest 
that  the  next  time  you  visit  San  Francisco,  possibly  for  the  ANA  Convention 
this  summer,  you  pay  a call  to  the  Wells,  Fargo  Museum.  Many  interesting  things 
are  on  display,  including  coins  and  numismatic  items.  The  earlier  noted  curator. 
Bob  Chandler,  has  been  very  helpful  to  us  over  a long  time,  regarding  help  with 
research  on  certain  Gold  Rush  and  other  w’riting  projects.  Bob  is  an  accom- 
plished author  and  researcher  and  has  written  many  fine  articles  on  western 
banking,  gold,  and  related  subjects. 


37  Three  rare  Columbian  Exposition  ribboned  badges,  each 
with  an  1893  Columbian  Exposition  half  dollar  suspended. 

The  coins  grade  average  VF  to  EF,  and  are  all  heavily  toned.  The 
badges  were  produced  for  special  days  at  the  fair,  as  follows:  ' 
Chicago  Day.  (October  9,  1893.  Red  ribbon.  The  plate  piece  m 
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Anthony  Swiatek’s  Commemoratiiv  Coins  of  the  United  States,  Identi- 
fication and  Price  Guide  ☆ Manhattan  Day.  October  21,  1893.  Blue 
ribbon  ☆ Columbus  Day.  October  30,  1893.  Gold  ribbon.  An  in- 
teresting and  desirable  trio  ofe.xposition  rarities.  (Total:  3 badges) 

Rare  Columbian  E.xposition  badge  for  Chicago  Day,  October  9, 
1893.  Red  ribbon  with  1893  half  dollar  suspended  below,  graded 
AU-55.  An  attractive  example  of  this  special  badge  in  excellent 
condition.  Also  included  is  a complete  souvenir  set  of  Columbian 
Exposition  tickets,  including  1 1 pieces,  all  in  crisp  Uncirculated 
condition.  The  remaining  tickets  were  sold  after  the  Exposition, 
and  this  group  came  from  these  surpluses  which  were  packaged 
and  sold  as  souvenirs  by  the  Caxton  Company  of  Chicago.  The 
original  Caxton  envelope  is  included,  though  it  is  separated  front 
from  back.  Four  additional  tickets  are  also  included.  (Total:  1 badge; 
15  tickets) 


% COMPLIMENTS  I 
OF  THE 

Me  CONWAY  (STORUY  CO. 

PlITSBURliH,  PA. 

i 
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Apparently  very  rare  presentation  box  including  an  1893 
Columbian  Exposition  half  dollar  graded  EF-45.  Maroon 
leatherette  case,  with  purple  satin  and  velvet  liner  with  a central 
depression  suitable  in  size  for  a half  dollar.  The  case  is  in  excellent 
condition  with  nice  color  and  only  minor  wear  around  the  edges. 
Gold  imprint  on  the  cover  of  the  case  reads,  COMPLIMENTS  / 
OF  THE  / McCONWAY  & TOPT.EY  CO.  / PITTSBURGH, 
PA.  in  four  lines.  McConway  and  Torley  was  an  iron  foundry  in 
Pittsburgh,  in  operation  at  the  time  of  the  exposition.  (Total:  1 
coin;  1 case) 

Front  the  Fielen  Carmody  Collection. 

1935  Connecticut  Tercentenary  half  dollar,  in  original  box 
from  the  Hartford  National  Bank  and  Trust  Company,  with 
additional  box  of  same  type.  Coin  grades  MS-64,  with  excel- 
lent lustre  and  pearlescent  golden  gray  toning  highlighted  by  deeper 
color  around  the  devices.  Very  original  and  attractive.  Boxes  of 
the  typical  hinged,  silver  foil  covered  variety.  Both  with  intact 
hinges.  One  with  deep  blue-black  interior,  and  the  other  with  a 
lighter  blue  interior.  Both  handled,  but  appropriately  so  consider- 
ing the  rarely  seen  intact  foil.  (Total:  1 coin;  2 boxes) 

The  reverse  shows  the  Charter  Oak.  famous  in  Connecticut  history,  here 
depicted  accurately.  Curiously,  on  the  reverse  of  the  modern  Connecticut  state 
quarter,  a completely  different  tree  is  shown,  not  at  all  resembling  what  the 
Charter  Oak  looked  like.  It  is  truly  amazing  that  his  goof  could  have  slipped  by, 
but  such  things  make  numismatics  interesting. 


41  1935  Connecticut  Tercentenary  half  dollar,  in  original  red 
box  with  the  imprint,  HARTFORD-CONNECTICUT  / 
TRUST  COMPANY  / OLD  STATE  HOUSE  SQUARE  on 
the  cover  in  three  lines.  Extra  box  of  the  same  type  also  included. 
Coin  grades  MS-65  or  so  with  superb  lustre  and  delicately  mottled 
deep  greenish  gray  toning  over  both  sides.  Boxes  are  red  cardboard 
with  deep  blue  velour  interior.  Another  lovely  and  original  Con- 
necticut half  dollar  in  the  original  box.  (Total:  1 coin;  2 boxes) 

42  Quartette  of  boxes  for  Connecticut  Tercentenary  half  dollars.  All 
empty:  ☆ Silver  foil  covered  type  with  blue  imprint  on  face  and 
dark  blue-black  interior  (2).  Both  with  hinge  severed  ☆ Silver  foil 
in  a diagonal  zigzags  pattern  across  all  sides,  white  diamonds  be- 
tween ☆ Embossed  paper  coated  with  irregular  geometric  design. 
All  worn,  but  intact.  (Total:  4 boxes) 


Four  Delaware  Half  Dollars 
With  Original  Holder 
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43  Four  193  6 Delaware  Tercentenary  half  dollars  with  original 
tab-style  holder  and  mailing  envelope.  The  coins  grade  aver- 
age MS-64,  two  with  bold  lustre  and  all  with  varying  degrees  of 
desirable  tab  toning.  The  white  cardboard  holder,  designed  for  five 
coins,  shows  typical  wear  for  the  type  with  a couple  ot  light  bends. 
However,  all  tabs  remain  intact  and  it  appears  the  holder  never 
contained  more  than  four  coins.  The  mailing  envelope  is  quite 
clean,  with  right  end  trimmed  off  for  removal  ot  the  holder  upon 
delivery.  (Total:  4 coins;  1 holder;  1 envelope) 
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44  Pair  of  1936  Delaware  Tercentenary  half  dollars,  with  their 
original  holder  and  mailing  envelope.  Both  coins  are  perfectly 
matched,  grading  MS-64  to  MS-65.  Each  has  bold  lustre,  soft  gray 
surfaces  and  colorful  tab  toning  around  the  rims  on  one  side.  A 
beautiful  pair,  clearly  .stored  together  in  the  presently  offered  holder. 
The  holder  is  bright  and  clean  with  minimal  handling  marks,  clearly 
having  been  mailed  to  a collector  who  carefully  preserved  every- 
thing. Even  the  mailing  envelope  is  very  bright  and  clean.  It  was 
apparently  steamed  open,  as  there  are  no  tears  or  other  damage 
from  opening  the  envelope.  Much  of  the  original  gummed  adhe- 
sive remains  on  the  flap.  A lovely  lot  for  the  commemorative  en- 
thusiast. (Total:  2 coins;  1 holder;  1 envelope) 


45  1936  Delaware  Tercentenary  half  dollar  with  original  holder 

and  mailing  envelope.  Coin  grades  MS-65,  or  so  with  deep  gray 
surfaces  and  heavy  russet  and  violet  overtones  in  “tab”  formation 
on  the  obverse,  while  mottled  nicely  across  the  reverse.  A lovely 
original  piece.  The  holder  shows  some  handling,  light  foxing,  and 
a tape  mark  inside,  but  all  tabs  are  intact  (though  clearly  only  the 
center  one  ever  held  a coin).  The  mailing  envelope  has  several  ad- 
ditional notes  in  ink,  but  remains  nicely  intact.  Also  included  is  a 
pair  of  1938  Swedish  2 Kronor  pieces,  commemorating  the  same 
event,  namely  the  founding  of  the  settlement  of  New  Sweden  in 
1638.  The  coins  were  both  harshly  cleaned  long  ago,  but  now  have 
toned  deep  gray  over  the  hairlined  surfaces.  Housed  in  a similar 
tab  type  holder,  which  is  in  fairly  typical  condition  for  the  style, 
with  bends  and  handling  marks.  An  interesting  association  item. 
(Total:  4 coins;  2 holders;  1 envelope) 


46  Four  1936  Elgin  Centennial  half  dollars,  with  original  six- 
coin  cardboard  tab-style  holder  and  mailing  envelope  from 
L.W.  Hoffecker,  distributor  for  the  issue.  The  coins  grade  MS- 
64  or  finer.  All  have  pleasing  mint  lustre  as  typical  for  the  issue, 
with  varying  degrees  of  desirable  tab  toning.  The  holder  has  seen 
typical  wear  and  handling,  with  the  tabs  beginning  to  split  loose, 
though  all  are  intact  and  can  comfortably  hold  coins.  The  mailing 
envelope  is  also  as  typical,  with  some  additional  notes  on  the  back. 
(Total:  4 coins;  1 holder;  1 envelope) 

The  designer  of  this  coin,  sculptor  Trygve  Rovelstad,  died  quite  a few  years 
ago,  but  his  widow,  Gloria,  lived  until  recent  times  and  was  a fairly  frequent 
correspondent  with  Dave  Bowers  of  our  organization.  In  recent  years  the  Pio- 
neer Memorial  sculpture,  honored  on  the  coin,  has  come  into  the  limelight  in  the 
city  of  Elgin,  after  decades  of  benign  neglect.  The  full  statue,  modeled  but  not 
cast,  was  not  a reality  during  the  artist’s  lifetime. 


47  Pair  of  1936  Elgin  Centennial  half  dollars  with  original 
Dennison  Coin  Mailing  Cards  addressed  to  T.A.  Rovelstad, 
Elgin,  Illinois.  The  coins  grade  MS-64  or  finer,  with  deep  golden 
gray  toning  over  lustrous  surfaces.  The  mailing  cards  arc  quite  clean, 
each  with  only  the  single  obverse  tear  for  removal  of  the  com.  (To- 
tal: 2 coins;  2 mailing  cards) 

This  is  a particularly  significant  lot  as  it  was  sent  by  the  distributor,  who 
lived  far  away  in  El  Paso,  Texas,  to  the  artist,  in  Elgin.  It  would  be  dilTicult  to 
improve  upon  this  pedigree. 
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LLV)  Elgin  C'ciuennial  half  dollar  in  plastic  case,  insert  signed  by 
Trygve  Rovelstad  and  numbered  475  (out  of  500).  Coin  grades 
MS-64,  or  perhaps  finer.  Lustrous  and  pleasingly  toned.  Also  in- 
cluded is  a mailing  envelope  from  the  Elgin  Centennial  Monu- 
mental Committee,  and  a small  pamphlet  describing  the  pioneer 
monument.  (Total:  1 coin  in  case;  1 pamphlet;  1 envelope) 

Acknow  ledgment  card  for  an  order  of  two  sets  of  the  Fort 
Peck  Memorial  half  dollar,  which  reads  m part,  “Orders  ac- 
cepted subject  to  passage  of  the  bill  and  minting  of  the  coins.  No 
opposition  is  e.xpected  to  the  bill  and  as  soon  as  it  becomes  a law', 
the  coins  will  be  issued  and  distributed...”  Clearly,  lawmakers 
didn't  meet  the  expectations  of  the  Fort  Peck  Memorial  Associa- 
tion, as  the  coin  was  never  issued.  An  interesting  piece  of  com- 
memorative history. 

Rare  Three-Piece  Gettysburg  Holder 
With  Original  Coins 


Three  1936  Gettysburg  half  dollars,  in  their  original  tab-style 
cardboard  holder.  Coins  average  MS-64,  or  better,  each  w'ith 
some  degree  of  desirable  tab  toning.  The  holder  has  a couple  of 
minor  spots,  but  the  interior  is  well  preserved,  and  the  tabs  are 
strongly  intact.  Slight  handling  is  noted.  Also  included  is  the  origi- 
nal order  acknowledgment  card  for  three  pieces,  the  original  mail- 
ing envelope  (stamps  cut  away),  and  an  undated  letter  from  Larry 
Shepherd  confirming  that  the  holder  is  indeed  the  original  pack- 
aging for  the  Gctrv'sburg  half  dollars.  (Total:  3 coins;  1 holder;  1 
acknowledgment  card;  1 envelope;  1 letter) 


Impressive  1928  Hawaii  Half  Dollar 

With  Original  Packaging 


51  1928  Hawaiian  Sesquicentennial  half  dollar.  MS-64,  with 
good  lustre  for  the  issue  and  heavy  greenish  gold  patina  as  often 
seen  on  original  pieces,  similar  to  that  found  on  the  coins  of  the 
Bank  of  Hawaii  hoard  dispersed  years  ago.  Pleasing,  very  original, 
and  fortunately  saved  along  with  the  original  cardboard  holder  (with 
spaces  for  five  coins)  that  is  scarcely  seen  today.  Only  one  coin 
ever  resided  in  the  present  holder,  and  a paper  band  that  was  used 
to  secure  the  coins  in  place  has  been  broken  to  release  the  one 
coin,  and  carefully  reglued.  Otherwise,  nice  condition.  The  original 
mailing  envelope  also  accompanies  this  lot,  postmarked  at  Hono- 
lulu October  3,  1928,  and  at  the  destination,  Beaver  Falls,  Penn- 
sylvania, on  October  17,  1928.  Also  torn  and  repaired  in  places, 
but  fortunately  saved  for  the  connoisseur  ot  rare  U.S.  commemo- 
rative memorabilia.  (Total:  1 coin;  1 holder;  1 envelope) 

52  Rare  1918  Illinois  Centennial 
half  dollar  in  suspension  badge. 

The  pin  bar  at  the  top  reads,  1818 
/ ILLINOIS  CENTENNIAL  / 

1918,  in  three  lines.  The  coin  in  a 
shield  styled  trame  is  suspended  by 
a blue  and  white  silk  ribbon  with 
stars  at  the  top.  The  coin  grades 
AU-5(),  and  is  deeply  toned  dark 
gray,  w'ith  traces  of  lustre  remain- 
ing. The  ribbon  is  beginning  to 
fray  at  the  top  and  bottom.  One  of 
several  types  of  badges,  apparently 
worn  at  the  centennial  celebration, 
though  none  are  seen  today  with 
any  great  frequency. 
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Rarely  Seen  Lafayette  Dollar  Ephemera 


53  Pair  of  original  mailing  envelopes  for  the  1900  Lafayette  Me- 

morial silver  dollar.  Large  heavy  manila  envelopes,  9.5"  X 4"  in 
size.  The  end  ot  one  has  been  trimmed  for  removal  of  the  coin  (a 
single  piece  as  noted  on  the  front  of  the  envelope).  The  other  is 
complete,  but  taped  which  has  made  certain  areas  brittle  and  seri- 
ous splits  have  developed  with  age.  Both  with  return  address  of  the 
“Office  of  Commissioner-General  for  the  United  States  to  the  Paris 
Exposition  of  1900.  La  Fayette  Memorial  Commission.  Chicago.” 
Also  included  is  an  original  announcement  letter  for  the  issue,  dated 
at  Chicago,  December  8,  1899.  Tape  stains  have  heavily  aged  the 
paper  along  some  seams  with  some  splitting  evident,  but  the  letter  is 
complete.  The  form  bears  interesting  content  and  is  reproduced 
below.  A trio  of  rarities  associated  with  the  first  commemorative 
U.S.  silver  dollar.  (Total:  2 envelopes;  1 letter) 

LAFAYETTE  DOLLAR 

OFFICE  OF  THE  LAFAYETTE  MEMORIAL  COMMISSION 

CHICAGO,  Decembers,  1S99 

To  The  Public: 

Within  the  next  few  days  there  will  be  struck  at  the  United  States  Mint  in 
Philadelphia  the  most  unique  and  significant  coin  issued  in  modern  times.  It  is 
the  Lafayette  Dollar  authorized  by  Congress  in  aid  of  the  Lafayette  Monument, 

This  coin,  which  is  a legal  tender  dollar,  bears  upon  its  face  in  bas-relief  a 
double  medallion  of  the  heads  of  Washington  and  Lafayette  and  upon  its  reverse 
a miniature  reproduction  of  the  equestrian  statue  of  Lafayette  used  for  the  Monu- 
ment. The  inscription  on  the  dollar  explains  its  purpose  (struck  in  commemo- 
ration of  Monument  erected  by  school  youth  of  United  States  to  General 
Lafayette,  Paris,  France,  1900). 

The  Lafayette  Dollar  thus  serves  not  only  to  aid  the  Memorial  work  but 
forms  a new  and  beautiful  tie  between  the  two  great  republics  of  Europe  and 
America,  and  therefore  the  coin  must  be  regarded  as  an  international  emblem. 
It  constitutes  a most  desirable  souvenir  and  memento  of  the  Children’s  Monu- 
ment to  the  “Knight  of  Liberty,”  the  Universal  Exposition  of  1900  at  Paris,  and 
the  opening  of  the  twentieth  century.  The  limited  number  issued  will  make 
these  coins  extremely  rare  and  in  very  great  demand. 

The  first  coin  to  be  struck  of  the  50,000  will  be  presented  to  the  President 
of  the  French  Republic. 

Popular  subscriptions  for  these  coins  will  now  be  entered,  and  honored  in 
the  order  received.  The  price  fixed  on  them  by  the  Commission  is  two  dollars. 
All  orders  for  coins  must  be  accompanied  by  payment  in  full  and  be  in  the  hands 
of  the  Commission  on  or  before  LDecember  20,  1899,  on  which  date  the  popular 
subscription  closes.  Drafts,  currency  or  Money  Orders  will  be  accepted  in  pay- 
ment. Drafts  and  Money  Orders  must  be  made  payable  to  Edwin  A.  Potter, 
Treasurer  of  the  Commission. 

The  Commission  reserves  the  right  to  limit  the  number  of  coins  (above 
fifty)  allotted  to  each  subscriber. 

Orders  for  one  coin  should  be  combined  and  sent  in  one  subscription,  en- 
abling the  commission  to  deliver  to  one  address.  If  possible,  send  through  local 
bank  or  express  office. 

Inquiries  and  subscriptions  for  coins  to  be  addressed  to  Robert).  Thomp- 
son. Secretary,  in  care  of  American  Trust  A Savings  Bank,  Chicago. 

THE  LAFAYETTE  MEMORIAL  COMMISSION 

Win.  R.  Day,  Wm.  B.  Allison,  Edward  Everett  Hall,  W.  T.  Harris,  Archbishop 
Ireland,  John  W.  Mack.iy,  Melville  E.  Stone,  Clias.  E.  Collier,  Edwin  A.  Potter, 
Chas.  (i.  Dawes,  Alex.  H.  Revell,  Ferdinand  W.  Peck,  Robert).  Thompson, 


54  Three  1925  Lexington-Concord  Sesquicentennial  half  dol- 
lars, each  in  original  wooden  box  of  issue.  Coins  grade  MS- 
60  to  MS-64,  the  lowest  due  to  polish  on  the  high  points  from  the 
box  being  opened  and  closed.  All  have  nice  lustre  and  greenish 
gray  toning  typical  of  pieces  that  have  been  stored  long-term  in 
the  wooden  boxes.  Three  very  original  examples.  (Total:  3 coins; 
3 wooden  boxes) 

55  Another  set  of  three  1925  Lexington-Concord  Sesquicen- 
tennial half  dollars,  each  in  original  wooden  box  of  issue. 

Coins  grade  AU-58  to  MS-62,  a couple  having  light  scratches  and 
cleaning  marks.  However,  all  have  been  stored  long-term  in  the 
original  wooden  boxes,  as  all  have  developed  the  characteristic  gray- 
green  toning.  Well  matched  in  this  respect,  and  desirable.  (Total: 
3 coins;  3 wooden  boxes) 

56  Group  of  six  wooden  boxes  for  the  1925  Lexington-Concord  Ses- 
quicentennial half  dollars,  no  coins  included.  Two  boxes  appear  to 
be  almost  new  condition,  two  more  are  clearly  above  average,  one 
is  average,  and  one  is  damaged.  (Total:  6 wooden  boxes) 


57  Three  1936  Long  Island  Tercentenary  half  dollars  with  origi- 
nal tab-style  mailing  holder,  mailing  envelope,  and  purchase 
acknowledgment.  Coins  grade  MS-65,  or  so.  Each  with  nice  origi- 
nal silver  lustre  and  varying  degrees  of  popular  tab-toning  in  a vari- 
ety of  colors.  One  piece  in  particular  is  visually  striking  for  its  rich 
hues.  The  holder  for  three  coins  exhibits  typical  signs  of  handling 
and  faint  discoloration,  but  it  is  completely  intact  and  rather  nice. 
The  mailing  envelope  is  also  in  average  condition,  and  intact.  The 
acknow'ledgment  form  is  original  to  this  set,  and  is  subscription  No. 
770,  for  three  coins  at  a total  cost  of  S3. 21.  Tri-folded.  but  bright 
and  clean.  (Total:  3 coins;  1 holder;  1 envelope;  1 receipt) 
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58  ('iroup  ot  1936  Long  Island  commemorative  half  dollar  ephemeral 
items;  ☆ t)nginal  blank  application  to  order  coins.  Torn  and 
chipped,  but  otherwise  intact  ☆ Acknowledgment  form  for  five 
coins.  Folded  five  times,  but  bright  and  clean  ☆ Cardboard  tab- 
st\le  mailing  holder  for  five  coins.  Written  on,  and  slightly  rough 
but  likely  original  to  the  acknowledgment  above  ☆ Original  mail- 
ing envelope  for  five  coins  (as  noted  by  a “5”  just  right  of  the  mail- 
ing address)  ☆ Extra  tab-style  holder  for  three  coins.  Bright  and 
clean.  (Total:  2 holders;  1 envelope;  1 acknowledgment;  1 appli- 
cation) 


59 


60 


Small  tin  box  from  the  Louisiana  Purchase  exposition,  with  em- 
bossed head  ofjefferson  at  the  center.  Rather  ornate  and  silver  plated, 
though  the  plating  has  worn  around  the  edges.  Probably  a snuffbox, 
or  the  like,  and  probably  not  related  to  the  commemorative  coin 
issues,  but  certainly  an  interesting  “go-with”  item  related  to  an  ex- 
position for  which  the  mint  struck  a commemorative  coin. 


LYNCHBURG  SESQUI- 
CENTENNIAL  ASSN. 

p.  o.  aox  731 
LYNCHSUftC.  VlRClNIA 


C%inim«‘inorfi(inti  the 
iHKuaarr  of  the 

C II  A K T t:  K 
fo  (hr  Towa  of 
l.rnetiburA 
October,  17S6 


^ ■ ' 


. The  CelrbralioB 
0CT0HI-:K  11.16.  1930 


LYNCHBURG 

in 

OLD  VIRGINIA 
is 

celebrating  its 
150th  BIRTHDAY 
with  the  issuance  of  this 

COMMEMORATIVE  HALF  DOLLAR 

and 

Pageants,  Parades.  Booklets, 
Museum,  Art  Exhibit,  and 
Exhibition  Halt 

October  12-16,  1936. 


Five  1936  Lynchburg  Sesquicentennial  half  dollars,  with 
original  holder  and  mailing  envelope.  Coins  average  MS-64, 
or  perhaps  better.  All  have  excellent  lustre  on  silver  surfaces  with 
varying  degrees  of  mottled  golden  brown  toning  on  both  sides.  A 
superb  original  grouping.  The  holder  is  the  typical  tab-style  for 
the  issue,  with  imprinted  cover,  and  designed  to  accommodate  five 
coins.  It  is  above  average  in  condition,  with  a generally  clean  ap- 
pearance and  only  minor  handling  marks.  The  mailing  envelope  is 
average  condition,  fully  intact  with  notes  on  the  back.  Three  addi- 
tional examples  of  the  holder  are  also  included.  A great  Lynchburg 
lot  offering  superb  originality  and  quality.  (Total:  5 coins;  4 hold- 
ers; 1 envelope) 


61  Small  white  paper  envelope  1.75  inches  high,  by  3 inches  wide 
believed  to  be  a distribution  envelope  for  the  McKinley  gold  dol- 
lar issue.  Though  the  standard  envelopes  are  known  to  bear  the 
imprint  of  “The  National  McKinley  Birthplace  Memorial  Asso- 
ciation, Youngstown,  Ohio,”  the  present  envelope  bears  the  im- 
print of  “The  Niles  Trust  Company,  Niles,  Ohio”  on  the  back, 
and  clearly  at  one  time  held  a gold  dollar  as  evidenced  by  marks  on 
the  paper.  Perhaps  part  of  a special  distribution  in  the  town  of 
McKinley’s  birth.  An  interesting  item,  in  excellent  condition. 
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62  1938  New  Rochelle  half 

dollar  with  original  card- 
board mailing  holder,  de- 
scriptive pamphlet,  and 
mailing  envelope.  The  coin 
grades  MS-65,  and  is  pre- 
dominately brilliant  and  lus- 
trous silver,  with  light  gray 
overtones  and  faint  tab  ton- 
ing beginning  to  form.  The 
holder  is  white  cardboard, 
and  is  designed  for  only  a 
single  coin  with  a tab-style 
opening  to  insert  the  piece. 

The  cover  is  imprinted.  The 
mailing  envelope  is  rather 
clean,  but  with  typical  evi- 
dence of  handling.  The  pam- 
phlet is  very  well  preserved 
with  only  minor  corner  folds.  Bright  and  attractive. 

This  perhaps  is  the  most  numismatic  of  all  commemorative  half  dollars  in 
terms  of  its  origin.  It  was  conceived  by  the  Westchester  Coin  Club,  but  distrib- 
uted through  a bank,  in  order  to  keep  up  appearances.  The  club  endeavored  to 
do  everything  just  right,  and  succeeded.  There  were  no  misleading  advertise- 
ments or  statements,  no  phony  news  releases,  and  everything  else  was  on  the  up 
and  up.  Moreover,  the  coins  were  handled  with  more  care  than  most  other  half 
dollars  of  the  era,  with  the  result  that  the  majority  are  well  preserved  today. 
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63  Selection  of  items  related  to  the  1938  New  Rochelle  half 
dollar  issue:  ☆ Three  white  cardboard  mailing  holders,  two  for 
two  coins,  and  one  for  five  coins  ☆ Two  mailing  envelopes  for 
New  Rochelle  half  dollars,  one  with  stamps  cut  away  ☆ A tri- 
color ribboned  guest  badge  for  the  250th  anniversary  of  New 
Rochelle,  likely  to  be  worn  at  an  official  celebration  of  the  event. 
In  unused  condition,  and  still  attached  to  its  cardboard  advertising 
card  from  makers,  Whitehead  & Hoag  ^ Silver  medal  presented 
by  the  city  of  New  Rochelle  to  members  of  the  Westchester  Coin 
Club  in  recognition  of  their  proposal  for  the  half  dollar  issue.  In 
original  red  cardboard  box  of  issue,  with  label  inside  lid.  Paper 
hinge  intact,  though  outside  of  box  somewhat  scuffed.  (Total:  3 
mailing  holders;  2 mailing  envelopes;  1 badge;  1 medal  and  box) 


Lovely  Five-Piece  1936  Norfolk  Set 
With  Original  Holder 


From 

MRroiK  AOVtaTiaiNO  eoARO,  Inc. 

w«arou(  AaaeciATtoMor  c&mmc«c« 
wr  later  «ai*«  aracsT 
NOaPOCK.  WROIHIA 


INSURED 

No. 


70:- 

c-^c 


CoaistMt-  MrarbatidMa.  Po««a*»iac-  TlM* 
Parra!  nar  ht  opaaad  for  pommi  InapacHoa 
U Mrrtaarr.  Ratar«  PotiMW  Gaaniairatl. 


THF,  NORFOLK 
COMMEMORATIVE 
HALF  DOLLAR 

Ikvisncd  by  William  Marka  SimiMton 


Commrmomtima 

sooth  AitMiversary  of  tkf  Oriffinal 
Srrrfolk  Grant  in  l$SS  and  tkr 

sooth  Anttivrrmty  of  Mr  Orratiea  of 
Sorfotk  PS  a Borough  in  I?SS. 


Sponvired  hv 

NOUVOLK  AOVKimsiNC.  lUURP 
Arfihn*'  • ifk 

Norfolk  .At- - lation  of  (.'ommrrtr 
NORFOLK.  V1RCIM.\ 


64  Five  Norfolk  Bicentennial  half  dollars,  witli  their  original 
cardboard  mailing  holder  and  mailing  envelope,  fhe  coins 
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grade  IVlS-65  to  MS-66,  all  have  lustrous  silver  surfaces  and  vary- 
ing degrees  of  pleasing  pastel  toning.  Additionally,  three  pieces  are 
further  complemented  by  rich  polychromatic  iridescence  in  the 
desirable  tab-toning  formation.  A truly  delightful  group  of  coins. 
The  white  cardboard  holder  for  five  coins  is  of  the  typical  tab/ 
insert  style,  with  pale  green  cover  imprinted  on  both  the  front  and 
back.  It  is  in  bright  clean  condition,  with  minimal  handling  marks 
of  the  type  usually  seen.  The  mailing  envelope  shows  usual  wear, 
with  an  additional  pen  notation  on  the  face,  but  it  is  intact.  A beau- 
tiful and  original  Norfolk  offering.  (Total:  5 coins;  1 holder;  1 
envelope) 

65  Pair  of  empty  holders  for  the  1936  Norfolk  half  dollars,  and 
one  original  mailing  envelope.  Both  holders  exhibit  light  tears, 
and  folds,  but  they  are  both  clean  and  bright.  The  mailing  enve- 
lope is  above  average  and  completely  intact.  (Total:  2 holders;  1 
envelope) 

66  Pair  of  1925  Norse-American  medals,  representing  both  standard- 
issue  styles:  ☆ Thick  planchet.  MS-65.  Highly  lustrous  and  mostly 
brilliant  with  accents  of  soft  champagne  toning  at  the  rims  ☆ Thin 
planchet.  MS-64.  Pearlescent  silver  gray  with  attractive  bursts  of 
mottled  toning  on  both  sides.  (Total:  2 coins) 

Rare  1926-S  Oregon  Trail  Pair 

With  Original  Mailing  Holder 


67  Pair  of  1926-S  Oregon  Trail  Memorial  half  dollars,  with 
original  cardboard  mailing  holder  and  mailing  envelope.  The 

coins  are  both  MS-65.  One  is  deeply  toned  charcoal  gray,  blue 
and  violet  over  lustrous  silver  surfaces.  The  other  is  mottled  golden 
gray,  deep  blue-gray,  russet  and  violet  over  bright  silver  surfaces. 
Both  are  very  attractively  and  naturally  toned  from  years  of  storage 
in  their  original  holder.  The  holder  is  for  three  pieces,  with  tabs  to 
hold  the  coins  in  place.  However,  one  tab  has  been  torn  away.  The 
face  of  the  card  is  with  the  Oregon  Trail  Memorial  Association 
address  at  95  Madison  Avenue,  New  York  City.  The  mailing  en- 
velope (with  matching  return  address)  is  typical  worn  condition, 
with  a few  figures  penned  at  the  right  end.  An  attractive  Oregon 
Trail  pair.  (Total:  2 coins;  1 holder;  1 mailing  envelope) 

68  Four  original  mailing  holders  for  Oregon  Trail  half  dollars,  each 
for  three  coins,  but  each  with  a different  address  imprint  for  the 
Oregon  Trail  Memorial  Association:  ☆ 95  Madison  Avenue,  New 
York  City.  Well  worn,  but  with  tabs  intact.  Noted  at  top  in  ink, 
1926S  ☆ 4 E.  28th  Street,  New  York  City,  corrected  to  95  Madi- 
son Avenue  in  light  blue.  Average  wear  for  type  ☆ 4828  217th 


Street,  Bayside,  Long  Island,  New  York.  Bright  and  clean,  slightly 
above  average.  Address  associated  with  issues  dated  1933-1 ) through 
1936-S  ☆ 1775  Broadway,  New  York  City.  Average  condition, 
with  a punch  through  the  back  of  one  insert  slot.  Address  associ- 
ated with  issues  dated  1937-D  through  1939.  First  two  types  “Sold 
by  Alan  L.  Eggers,  New  York,”  the  second  two  “Sold  byjohn  H. 
Eggers,  New  York.”  (Total:  4 holders) 

The  Eggers  name  is  associated  with  the  making  of  cardboard  holders  for 
these  and  other  commemoratives  of  the  time,  not  with  creating  or  distributing 
the  coins. 


69  Pair  of  1937-D  Oregon  Trail  Memorial  half  dollars,  with 
original  holder  (for  three  coins)  and  two  mailing  envelopes. 

Coins  grade  MS-65,  or  so.  One  with  rich  silver  lustre  and  beauti- 
ful mottled  overtones  russet,  olive-green  and  red-brown.  The  other 
is  a deep  olive-gray,  with  similar  mottling  effect,  though  deeper 
toning  overall.  Holder  in  average  condition  for  issue,  with  all  three 
tabs  intact,  and  bearing  the  address  imprint  1775  Broadway,  New 
York  City.  Two  mailing  envelopes  share  this  return  address.  Both 
are  intact  and  in  average  condition.  (Total:  2 coins;  1 holder;  2 
envelopes) 


Double  1938-PDS  Oregon  Trail  Set 


70  Two  original  sets  of  1938-PDS  Oregon  Trail  Memorial  half 
dollars,  with  original  cardboard  holders  and  acknowledg- 
ment card.  Coins  grade  MS-65  on  average.  One  set  offers  bril- 
liant silver  gray  lustre  on  one  side  of  each  coin,  with  thin  tab-ton- 
ing at  the  rims.  The  opposing  sides  arc  vibrantly  toned  rose  gold 
with  beautiful  pastel  accents.  The  second  set  is  pearlescent  silver 
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gray  on  one  side  with  similar  cab  toning  at  the  rims.  The  other 
sides  are  deep  smoky  gray  with  subtle  pastel  accents.  All  are  lovely 
original  pieces,  and  nicely  matched  sets.  The  holders  bear  the  im- 
print at  1775  Broadway.  Both  with  typical  wear  from  handling, 
though  one  has  ink  notations  on  the  face.  The  acknowledgment 
card,  postmarked  at  New  York,  January  15,  1938  is  for  two  sets  at 
a total  cost  ot  S 12.50.  Card  with  light  handling,  but  excellent  con- 
dition. An  impressive  offering  of  1938  Oregon  Trail  sets.  (Total:  6 
coins;  2 holders;  1 acknowledgment  card) 


Original  1939-PDS  Oregon  Trail  Set 
With  Original  Holder 


OgfSON  TRAIL  MEMORIAL  ASSOCIATION 
~ 1775  Broadway,  Now  York  City,  N.  Y. 


W«  acfciTOw1«dge  r«c«ipt  ot  yovr  ordsr  tor  lot  ot 

1939  (P'D-S  OREGON  TRAIL  MEMORIAL  holt*dollafs.  and  yowr  remitionc* 
of  i to  cover  co*t  of  the  some. 

These  to  be  delivered  os  soon  os  possible  after  their  receipt  from 
the  mints.  Our  anticipation  is  that  we  will  receive  them  early  in  Jonuory. 


ORE 
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71  1939-PDS  set  of  Oregon  Trail  Memorial  half  dollars,  with 

original  mailing  holder  and  acknowledgment  card  for  one 
set.  Coins  are  perfectly  matched,  each  with  one  side  a deep  smoky 
golden  gray  from  years  against  the  paper  in  the  holder.  The  other 
sides,  having  been  against  the  tabs  of  the  holder,  exhibit  bright 
silver  gray  lustre  at  the  centers,  with  an  impressive  tab  toning  for- 
mation around  the  rims  in  deep  russet  and  gray.  The  holder  is  av- 
erage condition,  with  a penned  notation,  “72.50”  on  the  face,  and 
minor  tape  marks  on  the  back.  All  tabs  arc  intact.  The  acknowl- 
edgment card  is  for  this  one  set,  at  a total  cost  of  S7.5(),  and  is 
postmarked  at  New  York  December  6,  1938.  A lovely  and  com- 
pletely original  set.  (Total:  3 coins;  1 holder;  1 envelope) 


72  Exciting  collection  of  original  distribution  envelopes  for  the 
minor  coins  of  the  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  Exposition.  The 

envelopes  are  rectangular,  2.25  inches  wide  and  4.5  inches  high, 
with  a flap  on  the  top  end.  The  face  of  each  is  imprinted  for  the 
specific  denomination  to  be  contained,  with  the  number  of  coins  ; 
authorized  for  issue,  identification  of  the  mint  (in  this  case  all  San  -I 
Francisco),  identification  of  the  designer  and  a brief  description  of 
each  side  ot  the  coin.  A double  set  of  these  rarities  is  here  offered, 
including  the  following:  ☆ Half  Dollar  envelopes  (2).  White  pa-  , 
per,  slightly  aged,  with  black  imprints.  One  with  minor  splitting 
at  a crease,  but  both  intact  and  one  containing  original  coin  tissue 
☆ Gold  dollar  envelopes  (2).  Black  imprint  on  white  paper.  Slightly 
different  types,  one  having  different  typeface  than  all  others  here 
offered.  Both  rather  well  worn  with  splits,  and  an  ink  burn,  but 
intact  ☆ Quarter  eagle  envelopes  (2).  White  paper  with  brown  ink 
imprint.  Worn  but  intact.  Also  included  is  a similar  envelope  for  i 
the  official  souvenir  medal,  which  had  been  designed  by  Robert 
Aitkcn,  the  designer  of  the  $50  pieces.  The  envelope  has  a couple  { 
of  small  foxing  spots,  and  the  flap  is  gone,  but  it  is  otherwise  nicely 
preserved.  Lastly,  a descriptive  pamphlet  of  the  Panama-Pacific  i 
coins  is  included.  This  is  folded  once,  and  printed  on  the  face,  and  j 

right  inside.  The  inside  cover  and  back  are  blank.  The  face  briefly  ] 

describes  each  coin,  with  designer  and  price.  Inside,  is  a more  com-  ! 
plete  description  of  the  souvenir  medal,  along  with  prices  for  ex-  j 
amples  in  bronze  (three  different  finishes),  gold-plated  bronze,  coin 
silver,  or  with  a loop  for  suspension.  Perhaps  most  intriguing  is  a 
pencil  notation  on  the  back,  reading  as  follows,  “Mr.  Zerbe  / Lib-  ; 
eral  Arts  Bldg.  / 7th  St.  / Coins  & Medals,”  in  four  lines.  Appar-  ; 
ently,  a visitor  to  the  exposition  stopped  at  Farran  Zerbe’s  disphiy, 
picked  up  this  pamphlet,  and  noted  how  to  find  Mr.  Zerbe  again. 
Having  handled  several  Panama-Pacific  sets,  the  present  cataloguer 
has  seen  several  of  the  scarce  (but  likely  always  saved)  copper  frames 
designed  for  displaying  a five-piece  set.  In  addition,  the  velvet- 
lined  heavy  cardboard  cases  (which  come  in  different  varieties,  as 
nicely  illustrated  in  the  lots  to  follow)  are  sometimes  offered  with  i 
sets  or  individual  S5f)  pieces,  again  items  likely  to  have  been  s.rved 
for  safe  storage  of  the  coins.  However  these  distribution  envelopes 
are  the  first  the  present  writer  has  seen,  being  far  more  fragile,  and 
thus  more  likely  destroyed  and  discarded  over  the  years.  rare 
treat  for  the  collector  of  commemorative  ephemera,  or  for  the 
owner  of  one  of  these  spectacular  sets  who  would  like  to  add  some- 
thing very  special.  (Total:  7 envelopes;  1 descriptive  p.nnphlet) 
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73  Lovely  original  black  ease 
for  the  three  minor  1915- 
S Panama-Pacific  Exposi- 
tion coins,  the  half  dollar, 
gold  dollar,  and  quarter 
eagle.  H eavy  cardboard, 
with  a black  leatherette  out- 
side coating  and  beautiful 
purple  satin  and  velvet  inte- 
rior. Spaces  for  three  coins, 
imprinted  in  the  inside  of  the 
lid  in  gold,  “Panama-Pacific 
Commemorative  Coins.” 

One  of  the  rarer  boxes  today, 
and  in  superb  condition,  save 
for  some  handling  marks  on 
the  outside  of  the  case,  while 
the  interior  appears  almost  as 
new'. 

74  Pair  of  individual  cases 
for  1915-S  Panama-Pa- 
cific Exposition  $50 
gold  pieces.  Both  are  the 
typical  black  leatherette 
cases,  with  purple  satin 
and  velvet  linings,  and  im- 
printed on  the  inside  lid  in 
gold  as  follows,  “Panama- 
Pacific  / International  Ex- 
position/ 1915  - San  Fran- 
cisco - U.S.A.  / Com- 
memorative Coins  / Au- 
thorized by  Act  of  Con- 
gress / Struck  at  San  Fran- 
cisco Mint”  in  six  lines. 

One  for  an  octagonal 
piece,  in  excellent  condi- 
tion, both  inside  and  out. 

The  second  case  was  for  a 
round  specimen,  but  apparently  inside  insert  was  cut  to  accom- 
modate an  octagonal  piece.  Though  modified,  this  is  a reasonably 
nice  case,  and  it  includes  a descriptive  card  in  the  bottom.  (Total: 
2 cases,  one  with  descriptive  card) 


75  Original  black  leatherette  case  for  the  full  five-piece  set  of 
1915-S  Panama-Pacific  Exposition  commemorative  coins. 

The  case  is  a superior  example  to  most  encountered,  wdth  minor 
handhng  marks  on  the  outside,  but  serious  chips  or  disturbances  of 
the  original  coating.  The  clasp  and  hinge  are  in  excellent  working 
order,  and  plush  purple  satin  and  velvet  interior  are  essentially  like 
new.  Beneath  the  insert  which  held  the  coins,  there  is  a descriptive 
card  discussing  the  designers,  the  designs,  and  the  limited  quantities 
of  each  coin  struck.  The  inside  lid  is  imprinted  in  gold  ink  as  fol- 
lows, “Panama-Pacific  / International  Exposition  / 1915  - San  Fran- 
cisco - U.S.A.  / Commemorative  Coins  / Authorized  by  Act  of 
Congress  / Struck  at  San  Francisco  Mint”  in  six  lines.  A beautifully 
preserved  example  of  this  very  desirable  original  case. 


An  Exceptional  Copper  Frame 

For  the  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  Set 


76  1915-S  frame  for  Panama-Pacific  Set.  Perhaps  the  most  highly 

prized  piece  among  all  original  containers  for  coins  in  the  United 
States  commemorative  series  are  the  copper  trame  display  holder', 
for  the  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  Exposition  coins,  made  by  the  jew- 
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dry  firm,  Shreve  & Company  upon  commission  by  Farran  Zerbe. 
The  frames  were  produced  in  two  styles,  one  to  hold  a five-piece 
set,  as  here  offered,  and  another  significantly  more  rare  one  de- 
signed to  contain  a double-set  of  U)  pieces  which  would  allow  for 
display  of  both  obverse  and  reverse  designs  simultaneously.  The 
double  sets  are  extremely  rare,  and  almost  never  offered  for  sale. 
The  present  example  stands  tall  among  these  we  have  had  the  plea- 
sure to  handle,  as  it  has  been  very  well  cared  for  over  the  years  and 
is  easily  among  the  finest  we  have  seen.  The  copper  frame  is  a 
pleasing  mahogany  brown  and  though  simple  in  design,  it  is  a lovely 
piece  of  early  20th-century  art  metal,  produced  at  a time  when 
hammered  copper  pieces  were  popular  accents  in  many  American 
homes  as  part  of  the  Arts  and  Craf  ts  movement  which  was  in  full 
swing  in  1915.  The  interior  is  deep  purple  velvet,  with  spaces  for 
the  five  coins,  and  purple  descriptive  cards  below'  each.  Across  the 
top  is  a purple  satin  ribbon  with  the  same  imprint  as  in  the 
leatherette  cases  described  above.  This  style  of  holder  with  the  coins 
inside  is  one  of  the  most  magnificent  original  display  items  in 
American  numismatics.  However,  it  is  very  fortunate  that  even 
without  the  very  expensive  coins,  the  holder  is  a very  beautiful 
piece  in  its  own  right. 


77  1920  Pilgrim  Tercentenary  half  dollar  in  contemporary  box. 

Com  grades  MS-65,  with  lovely  silver  lustre  and  soft  pastel  toning 
mottled  evenly  across  both  sides.  The  cardboard  box  is  dark  green, 
with  a dark  green  velvet  sleeve  suitable  for  a single  coin.  The  box 
bears  the  imprint  on  the  lid  of  the  Second  National  Bank  of  Bos- 
ton, in  gold.  (Total:  1 coin;  1 box) 


78  1920  Pilgrim  Tercentenary  half  dollar  in  contemporary  box. 

Coin  grades  MS-64,  with  pleasing  silver  lustre  golden  brown  ton- 
ing mottled  across  both  sides  to  differing  degrees.  The  cardboard 
box  is  gold  on  the  outside,  with  a green  velvet  sleeve  suitable  for  a 
single  half  dollar.  The  box  bears  the  imprint  on  the  lid  of  the  People’s 
Savings  Bank,  Worcester.  Massachusetts.  (Total:  1 coin;  1 box) 


79  1921  Pilgrim  Tercentenary  half  dollar.  MS-64,  or  perhaps  finer, 
excellent  lustre  and  delicate  champagne  and  rose  toning.  Also  in- 
cluded is  an  original  bronze  souvenir  medal  of  the  Tercentenary, 
dated  1921.  The  medal  is  attached  to  the  original  red,  white,  and 
blue  ribbon,  and  card  with  the  imprint  of  the  Plymouth  Tercente- 
nary Committee.  Storer-1561,  Heath  MA239-9b.  As  issued  con- 
dition. (Total:  2 pieces) 

80  1936  Rhode  Island  Tercentenary  PDS  set,  with  original 
mailing  envelopes.  The  coins  grade  MS-64  to  MS-65  with  good 
lustre  and  soft  golden  gray  toning  evenly  distributed  across  both 
sides.  A superbly  matched  set.  Each  coin  comes  with  its  individual 
square  glassine  envelope  in  w'hich  it  was  originally  shipped  as  part 
of  the  set.  A larger  manila  envelope  contained  these,  and  along 
w'ith  a descriptive  pamphlet  (also  included  with  the  lot),  all  were 
placed  in  a standard  mailing  envelope  (also  included).  The  mailing 
envelope  bears  the  return  address  of  the  Rhode  Island  Hospital 
National  Bank,  and  is  stapled  at  each  end.  (Total:  3 coins;  5 enve- 
lopes; 1 pamphlet) 

81  Rare  black  cardboard  window  style  holder  for  a 1936  Rhode 
Island  PDS  set.  The  holder  is  in  excellent  condition,  with  only 
minor  signs  of  handling.  The  spaces  for  the  coins  are  imprinted  in 
the  bottom,  H.M.  GILANT  / 109  Empire  St.  / PROVIDENCE 
R.I.,  in  three  lines.  Grant  was  a well  known  coin  dealer,  deeply 
involved  in  the  distribution  of  the  Rhode  Island  pieces.  Also  in- 
cluded is  a descriptive  pamphlet  on  the  issue,  and  an  original  mail- 
ing envelope  with  the  return  address  of  the  Rhode  Island  Hospit,al 
National  Bank  (not  originally  associated  with  the  Grant  holder). 
(Total:  1 holder;  1 envelope;  1 pamphlet) 
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Impressive  1937  Roanoke  Set 

Five  Coins  in  Original  Holder 
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Five  1937  Roanoke  half  dollars,  in  original  holder.  The  coins 
grade  average  MS-65  to  MS-66,  all  with  beautiful  silver  lustre  and 
varying  degrees  of  soft  golden  gray  toning.  Each  also  has  richer 
toning  accents  in  the  popular  tab  formation,  from  long-term  stor- 
age in  this  original  holder  ofissuc.  The  holder  has  seen  some  rough 
handling,  with  a tear  and  a small  piece  missing  from  the  cover. 
The  inside  exhibits  mostly  typical  wear  from  removal  of  the  coins. 
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and  thougli  one  tab  is  partially  torn,  all  remain  intact.  The  mailing 
envelope  is  in  typical  condition,  and  is  original  to  the  set  with  the 
notation  “5”  on  the  face  (for  five  coins),  and  an  insured  mail  value 
of  $7.50.  A lovely  original  set  of  Roanoke  half  dollars.  (Total:  5 
coins;  1 holder;  1 envelope) 

83  Pair  of  1937  Roanoke  half  dollars,  in  original  holder.  The 

coins  grade  MS-65,  or  so,  and  each  has  bright  silver  lustre,  and 
deep  gray  toning  highlighted  by  gold,  rose  and  blue  in  tab  forma- 
tion. The  holder  is  the  typical  style,  with  imprinted  cover,  suitable 
for  five  coins,  however,  only  including  two  in  this  case.  It  is  in 
rather  nice  condition,  certainly  above  average.  The  maihng  enve- 
lope is  fairly  typical  condition,  with  the  notation  “2”  on  the  face, 
and  insured  mail  value  of  $3.00.  An  original  pair  of  Roanokes, 
ordered  together,  mailed  together,  and  still  together  after  nearly 
70  years.  (Total:  2 coins;  1 holder;  1 envelope) 

84  1937  Roanoke  half  dollar,  in  original  holder.  A beautiful  gem, 
graded  MS-66,  with  bold  silver  lustre  and  very  attractive,  irides- 
cent green  and  orange  tab  toning.  The  holder  is  well  above  aver- 
age, and  quite  clean.  The  mailing  envelope  is  original  to  the  coin, 
noted  for  shipment  of  “1”  coin,  and  with  an  insured  mail  value  of 
$1.50.  Also  included  are  three  additional  holders,  one  being  of  a 
slightly  different  and  probably  much  rarer  variety.  Similar  style, 
but  blue  imprint  on  cover,  with  a red  back,  and  differently  styled 
slots  for  five  coins.  An  additional  mailing  envelope  is  also  included, 
with  stamps  cut  away.  (Total:  1 coin;  4 holders;  2 envelopes) 

85  Pair  of  1936  Robinson-Arkansas  half  dollars,  with  their 
original  holder  and  mailing  envelope.  Coins  grade  average  MS- 
65,  or  so,  both  with  pleasing  silver  gray  lustre  and  varying  degrees 
of  natural  golden  brown  and  pale  green  toning  in  tab  formation. 
Nicely  matched,  and  very  original.  The  holder  is  of  the  typical 
cardboard  tab-style  by  John  Eggers,  suitable  for  five  coins,  with 
imprints  on  the  cover,  inside,  and  back  describing  the  issue,  and 
advertising  Stack’s,  the  firm  that  distributed  the  issue.  Original 
maihng  envelope  also  included,  with  the  Stack’s  return  address  at 
690  Sixth  Avenue,  New  York.  Also  included  are  four  additional 
empty  holders  for  the  Robinson  issue,  all  same  style  as  described 
above,  with  one  being  for  10  coins.  (Total:  2 coins;  5 holders;  1 
envelope) 


86  Pair  of  San  Diego,  or  California-Pacific  International  Ex- 
position half  dollars,  as  they  are  called  on  the  original  yel- 
low advertising  insert  (included  with  lot).  One  of  each  date: 
☆ 1935-S.  MS-64,  with  pleasing  silver  gray  surfaces  and  nice  lus- 
tre ☆ 1936-D.  MS-65,  or  perhaps  finer.  Lovely  silver  lustre  ac- 
cented by  pale  pastel  toning  on  both  sides.  A visual  treat.  An  origi- 
nal cardboard  mailing  card,  with  slots  for  three  coins,  is  included, 
as  is  the  aforementioned  advertising  insert  and  the  original  mail- 
ing envelope.  (Total:  2 coins;  1 holder;  1 insert;  1 envelope) 

87  A second  pair  of  San  Diego  half  dollars,  again  one  of  each  date, 
1935-S,  and  1936-19.  Both  graded  MS-64  to  MS-65  with  excel- 
lent lustre  and  delicate  toning  adding  to  the  visual  appeal.  Two 
yellow  advertising  inserts  are  included,  as  is  an  original  mailing 
envelope  in  rather  nice  condition.  (Total:  2 coins;  2 inserts;  1 en- 
velope) 

88  Four  original  gift  holders,  each  to  hold  one  San  Diego  half  dollar. 
One  is  imprinted  on  the  cover.  Merry  Christmas,  with  an  imprint 
of  the  exposition  on  the  inside  cover.  This  one  has  an  addition 
notation  in  ink,  “Expo  closed  Nov.  11,  1935  / Reopened  Jan.  15, 
1936”,  and  comes  with  the  original  mailing  envelope,  though  the 
stamps  have  been  cut  away.  A second  mailing  envelope  is  also  in- 
cluded, but  it  has  not  been  addressed.  A pair  of  associated  exposi- 
tion items  are  also  included:  ☆ Small  match  book-style  pad  of  note 
paper,  with  pencil  attached  ☆ Souvenir  ticket  to  the  exposition. 
(Total:  4 coin  holders;  2 envelopes;  2 souvenir  items) 

89  1926  Sesquicentennial  half  dollar.  MS-62.  Very  deeply  toned.  Ac- 
companied by  small  manila  envelope  with  the  imprint  of  the 
Franklin  Trust  Company  of  Philadelphia,  as  distributors  of  the 
Official  Sesquicentennial  coins.  An  added  pencil  notation  reads, 
“50c  piece  I got  at  Sesqui  Cen.,  Sat.  Oct.  16,  1926.  An  interesting 
piece.  (Total:  1 coiir;  1 envelope) 

90  Group  ofitems  relating  to  the  1926  Sesquicentennial:  ☆ Envelope 
containing  a card  holding  well  worn  1917  half  dollar,  imprinted  as 
follows  on  the  face  in  blue,  “Official  Ticket  to  Sesquicentennial. 
Open  this  envelope  at  the  Gate  and  present  contents  to  Cashier 
and  obtain  admission.”  ☆ Pair  of  small  admission  tickets  for  the 
exposition,  good  October  3rd,  and  October  4th.  Unseparated  ☆ 
Souvenir  pin  with  liberty'  bell  suspended  below  on  red,  white,  and 
blue  (faded  to  violet)  silk  ribbon  ☆ Page  of  blank  stationary  from 
the  exposition,  with  elegant  full  color  letterhead.  (Total:  5 pieces) 
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Five  Stone  Mountain  Half  Dollars 
In  Rare  Original  Holder 


91  Five  1925  Stone  Mountain  half  dollars,  in  one  of  the  origi- 
nal holders  of  issue.  Coins  are  all  MS-64  to  MS-66,  with  at  least 
one  at  the  highest  end.  All  exhibit  beautiful  mottled  deep  gray, 
gold,  golden  brown,  rose  and  soft  green  toning  over  very  lustrous 
silver  surfaces.  Well-matched,  and  very  original.  The  holder  is 
perhaps  the  key  to  the  lot,  as  all  Stone  Mountain  holders  are  con- 
sidered quite  rare.  Insert  type,  with  a single  band  of  thin  cardboard 
to  hold  each  coin  in  place,  as  opposed  to  the  tabs  seen  in  most 
holders  of  the  type.  The  holder  holds  five  pieces,  in  a row,  a dis- 
tinctive configuration.  The  face  is  imprinted  as  follows,  “New  York 
Committee  for  the  Sale  of / STONE  MOUNTAIN  SOUVENIR 
COINS  / HOTEL  ROOSEVELT  / 50  East  46th  Street,”  in  four 
lines.  Removal  of  the  coins  has  resulted  in  tears  and  bends  in  the 
holder,  with  one  band  severed  at  one  end,  and  another  nearly  so. 
Fragile  and  requiring  great  care  in  handling,  but  original,  very  rare, 
and  very  desirable  nonetheless.  (Total:  5 coins;  1 holder) 


1925  Stone  Mountain  with  Rare  Box 


92  1925  Stone  Mountain  half 

dollar,  with  original  box.  The 

coin  grades  MS-63,  but  with  a 
small  area  of  hairlines  on  the  re- 
verse. The  surfaces  are  lustrous 
and  nicely  toned  gold  and  rose. 

Housed  in  one  of  the  rare  origi- 
nal presentation  boxes  with  the 
imprint  of  the  Southern  States 
Life  Insurance  Co.,  Atlanta, 

Georgia.  The  box  is  white  card- 
board, with  a cardboard  insert  to 
hold  a single  coin.  The  inside  of 
the  lid  is  imprinted  as  follows: 

"The  Half  Dollar  is  the  most 
distinctive  coin  ever  minted  by  the 
Government.  It  is  the  only  coin  in 
existence  bearing  an  equestrian 
figure,  also  the  only  United  States 
coin  bearing  the  likeness  of  a sol- 
dier. 

The  inscription  on  the  reverse, 

- Memorial  To  The  Valor  of  The  Soldier  Of  The  South,  - gives  it  a 
spiritual  significance  as  the  only  coin  ever  minted  by  our  government, 
as  a memorial  solely  to  qualities  of  character. 

This  com  is  presented  to  you  in  reverent  memory  of  the  Soldier  of 
the  South. 

May  you,  like  they,  in  the  words  of  Lee,  “oppose  constancy  to  ad- 
versity. fortitude  to  suffering,  and  courage  to  danger.” 

The  Southern  States  Life  Insurance  Co., 

Atlanta.  GA. 

A most  interesting  inscription,  though  clearly  not  written  by  a 
nurnism.itist  or  the  Lafayette  dollar  might  have  come  to  mind  where 


coins  with  equestrian  figures  come  to  mind.  However,  the  con- 
tent is  purely  southern,  written  in  a time  when  the  pains  and  hard- 
ships ot  the  Civil  War  were  still  in  the  firsthand  memories  of  many 
citizens  of  the  United  States.  (Total:  1 coin;  1 box) 

From  the  Helen  Carmody  Collection 

93  Interesting  1925  Stone  Mountain  grouping  of  coins  and 
holders:  ☆ Coin  graded  MS-62,  and  deeply  toned.  Housed  in  an 
original  card  holder  for  one  coin,  insert/tab  style.  At  left,  the  face 
of  the  card  is  imprinted  as  follows,  “This  coin  is  the  most  distinc- 
tive one  ever  minted  by  the  United  States  Government.  The  fig- 
ures on  its  face  of  General  Robert  E.  Lee  and  General  Stonewall 
Jackson  mounted  on  their  horses  make  it  not  only  the  one  coin  in 
existence  bearing  an  equestrian  figure,  but  also  the  one  coin  bear- 
ing the  likeness  of  a soldier.”  Holder  with  minor  tear  from  re- 
moval of  coin  ☆ Coin  graded  MS-63,  or  so  with  rich  golden  ton- 
ing on  the  obverse,  and  deep  gray  on  the  reverse.  Housed  in  a 
contemporary  and  distinctive  booklet-style  holder  entitled  “The 
Enduring  Tribute.”  Inside,  it  tells  the  story  of  the  coin,  and  the 
back  page  bears  the  imprint  of  the  Home  Fire  and  Marine  Insur- 
ance Company  of  California,  which  presented  every  employee  in 
their  “Southern  Department”  of  Atlanta  a sample  of  the  coin,  so 
holdered.  Some  chips  and  tears  in  the  cover,  but  mostly  intact  and 
very  interesting  ☆ Coin  graded  MS-63,  or  so,  with  nice  lustre  and 
rose  overtones.  In  cellophane  sleeve,  stapled  to  a card  identifying 
it  as  from  the  collection  of  Bernard  Baruch,  and  offering  it  for  sale 
at  $3.25,  to  benefit  the  United  Daughters  of  the  Confederacy.  The 
coin  is  the  doubled-die  obverse  variety,  with  doubling  easily  de- 
tected on  the  date,  and  STONE  MOUNTAIN.  An  extra  card  is 
included,  coin  missing,  and  both  have  outer  envelopes.  (Total:  3 
coins;  4 holders;  2 envelopes) 

Impressive  1935-PDS  Texas  Set 
In  Rare  Colonel  Green  Box 


94  1935  PDS  Texas  Centennial  set  in  original  Colonel  E.H.R 

Green  box.  The  three  coins  grade  MS-65  on  average,  and  are  clearly 
original  to  the  box.  Each  piece  is  bright  and  lustrous,  with  delicate 
rose  and  gold  toning,  making  for  a perfectly  matched  threesome.  The 
1935-D  included  is  one  ofthe  rarely  seen  proofiike  strikes,  with  nicely 
mirrored  fields  on  the  eagle  side,  adding  much  to  the  desir.ibilir\'  ot 
this  set.  The  box  is  the  silver-foil  tvpe  used  by  Colonel  Green  in  his 
unofficial  distribution  of  the  1935  issue,  and  it  is  in  nearlv  pristine 
condition  save  for  some  minor  chipping  ot  the  toil.  4 he  hingi'  is  jxt- 
fectly  intact,  and  the  black  velvet  interior  is  extremely  clean.  1 he  iii- 
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tcrior  ot  the  lid  is  imprinted  in  part,  “The  Texas  / Independence  Cen- 
tennial / Compliments  of  / E.  H.  R.  Green”  in  four  hnes.  Original 
tissue  paper  is  also  present,  as  is  the  outer  white  cardboard  box,  also 
original  to  the  set,  which  has  preserved  the  foil  box  and  coins  nicely 
over  the  years.  A rare  and  superbly  preserved  Texas  offering.  (Total:  3 
coins;  1 foil  box;  1 outer  box) 

A Second  Texas  Rarity 

1935-D  with  Gold  Foil  Box 

95  A second  opportunity  to 
acquire  a rare  prooflike 
1935-D  Texas  Centennial 
half  dollar.  The  coin  grades 
MS-65,  with  the  obverse 
being  deeply  prooflike.  Both 
sides  exhibit  slight  cham- 
pagne toning.  These  rarities 
have  been  specifically  men- 
tioned by  Swiatek  as  being 
“presentation  pieces,”  based 
on  their  rarity  and  the  fact 
that  they  are  seen  in  the  spe- 
cial foil  boxes,  as  here.  The 
box  is  gold  foil  covered,  with 
a light  green  velvet  insert  al- 
lowing space  for  a single 
coin.  The  inside  lid  is  im- 
printed as  follows,  “The 
Texas / Independence  Cen- 
tennial / Compliments  of  / 

E.  El.  R.  Green”  in  four 
lines.  The  box  is  superbly  preserved  with  all  foil  intact,  a clean 
inside  surface  and  completely  intact  paper  hinge.  Another  Colo- 
nel Green  distribution  box,  of  a different  variety,  and  m superb 
condition.  An  important  offering  for  the  advanced  collector  of 
commemorative  ephemera,  not  likely  to  be  seen  offered  again  in 
the  near  future.  (Total:  1 coin;  1 box) 

A Third  Rare  Texas  Set 


96  Four  1935  Texas  Centennial  half  dollars  including  a PDS  set, 
and  one  extra  Philadelphia  mint  coin.  All  are  lustrous  with 
varying  degrees  of  soft  golden  gray  toning  from  the  original  holder. 
The  holder  is  black  cardboard,  of  the  window  style,  with  spaces 
for  four  Texas  commemoratives.  It  is  imprinted,  “The  Texas  In- 
dependence Centennial”  at  the  top,  and  “Compliments  ofE.H.R. 
Green”  at  the  bottom.  Beneath  the  four  coin  windows,  are  im- 


prints as  follows,  “P.  Mint  / P.  Mint  / 1).  Mint  / S.  Mint”.  Some 
tape  removal  marks  and  scuffs  from  handling,  but  the  holder  is 
intact.  A holder  variation  apparently  not  known  to  Dave  Bowers 
when  his  Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United  States  was  written,  and 
likely  quite  rare.  (Total:  4 coins;  1 holder) 

97  Grouping  of  holders  and  ephemera  related  to  the  Texas 
Centennial  issues:  ☆ Four  original  mailing  envelopes  for  Texas 
coins,  each  with  the  return  address  of  the  Texas  Memorial  Mu- 
seum, postmarkedjuly  1936,  February  1937, June  1937,July  1937. 
One  just  the  front  of  an  envelope  with  stamps  cut  away  ☆ Five 
wedge  pocket  holders  manufactured  by  Findly  Box  Co.  All  intact, 
but  with  folds,  staple  punctures,  and  a couple  with  penned  notes 
on  the  outside  ☆ Descriptive  pamphlet  entitled,  “The  Texas  Cen- 
tennial Half  Dollar,  Its  History  and  Mission  in  the  Building  of  the 
Texas  Memorial  Museum.”  Creased  horizontally  through  the 
middle,  and  minor  handling  ☆ Two  original  order  forms  for  Texas 
coins,  one  filled  out  to  order  one  PDS  set  for  1937  ☆ Three  indi- 
vidual coin  envelopes  from  Tatham  Stamp  &:  Coin  Co,  originally 
containing  a 1935  PDS  set  of  Texas  coins  ☆ Insured  Mail  receipt 
for  an  order  of  Texas  coins,  dated  March  1,  1937  ☆ One  empty 
three-coin  holder  for  Texas  half  dollars  ☆ A booklet  form  acknowl- 
edgment certificate  for  attendance  at  the  Texas  Centennial  Expo- 
sition ☆ A “Special  Announcement”  letter  from  the  Texas  Me- 
morial Museum,  Centennial  Coin  Committee,  advising  the  avail- 
ability of  1934,  1936,  and  1937-dated  half  dollars.  Typewritten  on 
standard  8.5"  X 11"  sheet.  (Total:  14  pieces) 


98  1927  Vermont  Sesquicentennial  half  dollar.  MS-65 , or  nearly 

so  with  sharp  lustre,  soft  gray  toning  and  highlights  of  golden  gray 
and  rose  softly  mottled  across  each  side.  Housed  in  a contempo- 
rary white  cardboard  holder  with  the  imprint  of  The  First  Na- 
tional Bank,  North  Bennington,  Vermont.  Though  no  official 
holder  is  known  for  the  issue,  holders  such  as  this  type  were  used 
by  several  banks  that  actively  participated  in  the  original  distribu- 
tion of  the  coins.  The  original  outer  envelope  is  also  included, 
though  with  some  tears.  (Total:  1 coin;  1 holder  with  envelope) 


americ:an  numismatic:  rarities 


The  Jewell  Collection 


A second  1927  Vermont  half  dollar,  with  its  original  bank 
holder.  Coin  grades  MS-65  or  so,  with  bright  mint  lustre  and  soft 
pastel  toning  accents.  The  holder  bears  the  imprint  of  the  County 
National  Bank,  Bennington,  Vermont.  Another  bank  known  to 
have  participated  in  the  original  distribution  of  these  half  dollars. 
Holder  with  light  handling  marks  only,  as  the  outer  envelope,  also 
included,  took  most  of  the  handling  over  the  years.  It  is  well  worn, 
with  several  tears.  (Total:  1 coin;  1 holder  with  envelope) 

Group  of  three  original  holders  for  1927  Vermont  commemora- 
tive half  dollars,  all  typical  card  style  with  imprint  on  cover:  ☆ 
Imprint  of  the  First  National  Bank,  Bennington,  Vermont.  Slightly 
different  type  with  small  envelope  affixed  inside  to  hold  one  coin. 
Outer  envelope  included  ☆ Imprint  of  The  First  National  Bank, 
North  Bennington,  Vermont  ☆ Imprint  of  the  County  National 
Bank,  Bennington,  Vermont.  Holders  all  in  excellent  condition, 
while  the  one  outer  envelope  included  is  a little  rough.  Also  in- 
cluded are  three  additional  related  items:  ☆ Contemporary  news- 
paper clipping  advising  that  the  coins  “have  arrived  at  the  local 
banks  and  are  meeting  with  rapid  sale.”  ☆ Original  order  acknowl- 
edgment letter  from  the  Bennington  Historical  Museum  for  two 
half  dollars,  dated  November  23, 1934.  It  is  typewritten,  and  hand- 
signed  by  the  curator,  and  states  in  part,  “...there  were  40,000  of 
the  half  dollars  minted  and  then  20,000  were  returned  to  the  mint. 
The  balance  of  the  coins  has  all  been  sold  with  the  exception  of 
about  two  hundred,  which  we  own.”  ☆ Descriptive  pamphlet  on 
the  Vermont  half  dollar.  (Total:  3 holders;  1 envelope;  1 newspa- 
per clipping;  1 letter;  1 descriptive  pamphlet) 

1946-PDS  set  of  Booker  T.  Washington  half  dollars,  with  original 
mailing  envelope,  individual  coin  envelopes,  and  acknowledgment 
letter  from  the  Booker  T.  Washington  Birthplace  Memorial.  The 
coins  average  MS-64,  or  better,  are  beautifully  matched  and  com- 
pletely original  in  appearance.  Each  is  lustrous  with  soft  gray  ton- 
ing and  taint  pastel  highlights.  (Total:  3 coins;  3 coin  envelopes;  1 
acknowledgment  letter;  1 mailing  envelope) 

1946-PDS  set  ot  Booker  T.  Washington  half  dollars,  in  original 
black  cardboard  window  style  holder.  Coins  grade  average  MS- 
64,  or  better,  and  are  lustrous  examples  with  well-matched  soft 
toning  accents.  The  holder  is  imprinted  on  the  face  as  follows, 
“The  Booker  T.  Washington  Memorial  Half  Dollar”  at  top,  and 
“Struck  at  the  Three  United  States  Mints”  below.  The  back  has  a 
nearly  full  size  label  affixed  from  the  Booker  T.  Washington  Birth- 
place Memorial,  but  this  has  been  scuffed  at  the  center  with  some 
loss  of  detail.  (Total:  3 coins;  1 holder) 


103  Grouping  of  Booker  T.  Washington  half  dollars  and  related 

items.  Three  different  “Gems  of  Wisdom”  style  holders  for  the  1 
Booker  T.  Washington  half  dollars,  each  for  a single  coin,  which  is 
included:  ☆ Priced  SI. 00  per  coin  on  cover.  Coin  taped  inside 
(now  removed,  but  included  with  lot).  1946.  MS-63.  ☆ Priced 
S2.00  per  coin  on  cover,  with  the  additional  note,  “Minted  to  Fight 
Communism.”  Coin  taped  inside  (now  removed,  but  included 
with  lot).  1946.  MS-64,  deeply  toned  ☆ Variant  on  white  paper 
with  coin  taped  on  outside  (now  removed,  but  included  with  lot). 
1946-S.  MS-64,  with  vibrant  orange-red  and  gold  toning.  Also 
included  are  the  following:  ☆ Amoco,  Lord  Baltimore  Filling  Sta- 
tions, Inc.  distribution  envelope  with  1947  half  dollar  graded  MS- 
64  ☆ “Gems  ot  Wisdom”  holder,  without  coin.  $1.00  variety.  With 
acknowledgment  letter,  and  original  mailing  envelope  ☆ Letter 
from  the  Booker  T.  Washington  Birthplace  Memorial  explaining 
the  rules  of  the  “Golden  Harvest  Contest”,  and  acknowledging 
the  recipient’s  participation.  (Total:  4 coins;  5 holders;  2 acknowl-  i 
edgment  letters;  1 mailing  envelope) 


104  Original  three-piece  set  of  1936  Wisconsin  Territorial  Cen- 
tennial half  dollars,  with  original  white  cardboard  tab-style 
holder  and  mailing  envelope.  Coins  grade  MS-64  to  MS-65, 
each  with  lovely  mint  lustre  and  varying  degrees  of  natural  toning, 
two  with  overtones  of  russet  and  deep  coppery  orange,  the  last 
with  brown  and  deep  steel  gray.  The  holder  exhibits  typical  han- 
dling marks,  but  is  nicely  preserved.  The  original  maihng  enve- 
lope is  likewise  nicely  cared  for.  Also  included  are  two  additional 
original  mailing  envelopes  for  the  issue,  both  in  typical  condition 
with  stamps  remaining.  (Total:  3 coins;  1 holder;  3 envelopes) 

105  Three  original  1936  York  County  Tercentenary  half  dollars,  in 
original  cardboard  tab-style  distribution  holder  designed  for 
five  coins.  Coins  grade  average  MS-65,  each  being  lustrous  and 
mostly  soft  pearl  gray  in  color.  Each  also  has  original  tab  toning  to 
varying  degrees,  with  one  being  particularly  bold.  The  holder  bears 
the  typical  face  imprint  of  the  distributor,  the  York  National  Bank, 
Saco,  Maine,  and  also  includes  the  original  tissue  paper  insert  which 
is  a bit  scarce  due  to  its  fragile  nature  and  the  fact  that  it  was  easily 
separated  and  lost.  The  original  mailing  envelope  is  also  included. 
lovely  York  set.  (Total:  3 coins;  1 holder;  1 insert;  1 mailing  envelope) 

106  Fair  of  York  National  Bank  holders  for  the  York  Counts’  Tercen- 
tenary half  dollars.  One  a little  more  worn,  but  both  intact  and 
both  with  the  original  tissue  paper  insert  included.  Each  also  has 
its  original  mailing  envelope.  (Total:  2 holders;  2 inserts;  2 mailing 
envelopes) 
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Commemorative  Coin  Sets  from  the  Chesapeake  Collection 


Complete  48-Piece  Commemorative  Set 

In  Wayte  Raymond  Holders 


107  Spectacular  48-piece  set  of  United  States  commemorative 
half  dollars,  housed  in  two  large-format  Wayte  Raymond 
boards.  The  set  includes  each  major  half  dollar  type  ol  the  classic 
commemorative  series,  1892  through  1951.  The  coins  were  care- 
fully selected  for  the  Chesapeake  Collection  with  aesthetic  appeal 
and  complete  originality  in  mind.  A survey  of  the  set  indicates  an 
average  grade  of  MS-64  to  MS-65,  and  though  there  are  excep- 
tions on  cither  side  of  this  range,  they  are  few  m number.  None  ol 
the  coins  arc  brilliant,  though  most  are  very  lustrous.  Each  piece 
exhibits  widely  varying  degrees  of  toning  taking  many  forms,  from 
faint  pastel  overtones,  to  mottled  deeply  toned  surfaces.  Several  ot 
those  issues  that  were  originally  shipped  in  tab  style  holders  now 
have  lovely  tab  toning.  Several  types  come  with  different  dates, 
mints,  and  varieties.  Those  that  do  are  identified  as  follows:  ☆ 1892 


Columbian  Exposition  ☆ 1920  Pilgrim  ☆ 1921  2X2  Alabama  ☆ 
1922  Grant.  With  Star  ☆ 1938-S  Oregon  Trail  ☆ 1934  Texas  ☆ 
1935-S  Boone  ☆ 1937-D  Arkansas  ☆ 1935-S  San  Diego  ☆ 1936 
Cincinnati  ☆ 1939-D  Columbia  ☆ 1946-D  Booker  T.  Washing- 
ton ☆ 1952-D  Carver-Washington.  The  holders  are  essentially  as 
made,  and  they’ve  been  superbly  cared  for  over  the  years.  An  ex- 
citing set  of  commemorative  half  dollars  ottering  much  in  the  way 
of  quality',  originality',  and  eye  appeal.  In  today’s  marketplace  such 
a set  is  almost  never  seen  without  third-party  grading  holders,  and 
an  intact  set  is  rarer  yet.  A wonderful  opportunity  to  acquire  a 
really  great  type  set  with  one  bid.  Due  to  the  nature  ot  the  set.  we 
recommend  in-person  inspection  as  this  is  the  only  way  to  fullv 
appreciate  this  incredible  ottering.  (Total:  48  pieee\; 
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Complete  Set  of  Arkansas  Half  Dollars 
All  Certified  by  PCGS 
Nearly  all  Gem  Quality 

108  Complete  collection  of  Arkansas  Centennial  half  dollars, 
made  up  of  obviously  original  PDS  sets  of  each  year.  Across 
the  sets,  the  collection  is  nicely  matched  with  each  coin  offering 
good  lustre  and  minimal  toning.  The  coins  are  mostly  soft  gray 
with  accents  of  soft  gold  and  rose  toning.  A couple  of  pieces  have 
somewhat  deeper  mottled  color,  probably  from  longer  storage  in 
the  original  containers  of  issue.  The  majority  of  the  coins  grade  in 
the  Gem  category,  though  a few  are  nearly  so.  The  dates  and  asso- 
ciated FCGS  grades  are  as  follows:  ☆ 1935  MS-66  ☆ 1935-D  MS- 

65  ☆ 1935-S  MS-64  ☆ 1936  MS-65  ☆ 1936-D  MS-65  ☆ 1936-S 
MS-66  ☆ 1937  MS-64  ☆ 1937-D  MS-65  ☆ 1937-S  MS-65  ☆ 
1938  MS-65  ☆ 1938-D  MS-64  ☆ 1938-S  MS-65  ☆ 1939  MS-64 

☆ 1939-D  MS-64  ☆ 1939-S  MS-65.  A beautiful  set,  obviously 
put  together  with  great  care.  (Total:  15  pieces) 

Complete  set  of  Boone  Half  Dollars 
All  Certified  by  PCGS 
Nearly  all  Gem  Quality 

109  A lovely  complete  set  of  Boone  half  dollars,  notable  for  vi- 
sual appeal  and  high  grade  throughout.  All  selected  for  the 
Chesapeake  collection  with  originality  in  mind,  the  coins  are  all 
lustrous  silver  with  varying  degrees  of  light  original  toning  which 
serve  to  improve  the  aesthetic  quality.  All  are  beautifully  matched, 
and  undoubtedly  w'ere  part  of  PDS  sets  that  were  shipped  together 
originally.  All  but  two  pieces  grade  in  the  Gem  category,  with  dates 
and  PCGS  assigned  grades  as  follows:  ☆ 1934  MS-65  ☆ 1935/4 
MS-65  ☆ 1935/4-D  MS-66  ☆ 1935/4-S  MS-66  ☆ 1935  MS-66  ☆ 
1935-D  MS-65  ☆ 1935-S  MS-66  ☆ 1936  MS-66  ☆ 1936-D  MS- 

66  ☆ 1936-S  MS-66  ☆ 1937  MS-64  ☆ 1937-D  MS-65  ☆ 1937-S 
MS-64  ☆ 1938  MS-65  ☆ 1938-D  MS-65  ☆ 1938-S  MS-65.  A 
superb  set  and  w'orthy  of  placement  in  another  fine  collection. 
(Total:  16  pieces) 

Complete  Set  of  Carver-Washington  Half  Dollars 

All  Certified  by  PCGS 

110  A beautiful  set  of  Carver-Washington  half  dollars,  includ- 
ing each  date  and  mint  issued  and  all  certified  by  PCGS. 

Each  coin  is  predominately  brilliant  and  quite  lustrous,  though 
several  have  light  original  toning,  mostly  confined  to  the  rims. 
Several  Gem-quality  coins  are  included.  Dates  and  PCGS  assigned 
grades  are  as  follows:  ☆ 1951  MS-65  ☆ 1951-D  MS-65  ☆ 1951-S 
MS-65  ☆ 1952.  MS-64  ☆ 1952-D  MS-65  ☆ 1952-S  MS-66  ☆ 
1953  MS-64  ☆ 1953-D  MS-64  ☆ 1953-S  MS-65  ☆ 1954  MS-64 

☆ 1954-D  MS-64  ☆ 1954-S  MS-64.  A lovely  set  from  the  Chesa- 
peake Collection.  (Total:  12  pieces) 


Complete  Set  of  Oregon  Trail  Half  Dollars 
All  Certified  by  PCGS 
All  Gem  Quality 

111  A spectacular  Gem-quality  set  of  Oregon  Trail  half  dollars, 
including  every  date  and  mint  issued  from  1926  to  1939.  All 

coins  are  notable  for  their  originality,  and  the  set  is  strikingly  uni- 
form in  appearance.  The  1938  and  1939  PDS  sets  are  both  clearly 
original  sets,  as  the  surfaces  are  well  matched.  Dates  and  grades 
assigned  by  PCGS  are  as  follows:  ☆ 1926  MS-66  ☆ 1926-S  MS- 

65  ☆ 1928  MS-65  ☆ 1933-D  MS-66  ☆ 1934-D  MS-65  ☆ 1936 
MS-66  ☆ 1936-S  MS-65  ☆ 1937-D  MS-66  ☆ 1938  MS-66  ☆ 
1938-D  MS-66  ☆ 1938-S  MS-66  ☆ 1939  MS-66  ☆ 1939-D  MS- 

66  ☆ 1939-S  MS-66.  Throughout,  the  coins  exhibit  lustrous  sil- 
ver surfaces  with  natural  soft  gray  toning.  A couple  have  additional  . 
pastel  overtones  of  pale  blue  or  gold,  while  two  others  exhibit  some- 
what deeper  color.  A lovely  Gem-quality  set,  put  together  for  the 
Chesapeake  Collection  with  originality  in  mind.  (Total:  14  pieces) 

A number  of  years  ago  members  of  the  Society  for  United  States  Com- 
memorative Coins  (SUSCC)  took  a poll  to  determine  the  best-liked  motif  on 
any  such  coin.  The  Oregon  Trail  half  dollar  was  the  winner. 

Complete  Set  of  Texas  Centennial  Half  Dollars 
All  Certified  by  PCGS 
Nearly  all  Gem  Quality 

112  Complete  collection  of  Texas  Centennial  half  dollars,  all 
certified  by  PCGS  in  consecutively  numbered  holders,  and 
mostly  Gem  quality.  The  coins  are  all  very  well  matched  and 
very  original,  each  having  good  lustre  and  pale  silver  gray  surfaces. 

A few  also  have  faint  pastel  highlights.  All  nicely  preserved  and  ' 
well  stored  over  the  years.  Dates  and  associated  PCGS  grades  are  , 
as  follows:  ☆ 1934  MS-66  ☆ 1935  MS-66  ☆ 1935-D  MS-66  ☆ ‘ 
1935-S  MS-66  ☆ 1936  MS-65  ☆ 1936-D  MS-64  ☆ 1936-S  MS- 
65  ☆ 1937  MS-64  ☆ 1937-D  MS-65  ☆ 1937-S  MS-64  ☆ 1938 
MS-64  ☆ 1938-D  MS-65  ☆ 1938-S  MS-65.  Another  delightful 
set  of  commemoratives.  (Total:  13  pieces)  j 

Complete  Set  of  Booker  T.  Washington  500  I 

All  Certified  by  PCGS  j 

Nearly  all  Gem  Quality  i 

113  A complete  collection  of  Booker  T.  Washington  half  dol-  ; 
lars,  nearly  all  in  Gem  quality  and  certified  as  such  by  PCGS.  i 
The  coins  are  lustrous,  and  the  majority  are  nearly  brilliant  with  ) 
soft  gray  toning.  A few  have  light  pastel  overtones,  while  the  1946 
PDS  set  in  particular  is  deeply  toned  with  pleasing  rainbow  irides- 
cence. These  are  a beautifully  matched  set  in  their  own  right  and 
in  concert  with  more  brilliant  pieces  in  the  rest  of  this  complete 
date  collection  they  show  the  full  range  of  visual  quality,  both  bril- 
liant and  richly  toned  pieces  having  broad  appeal.  Typically  found 
in  MS-64  and  below,  a gem  set  is  a rather  desirable  propert\-  for 
the  commemorative  collector,  and  though  a couple  ot  MS-64 
pieces  are  included  here,  they  are  clearly  original  members  ot  their 
respective  PDS  sets.  Dates  and  PCGS  grades  are  as  follows:  H 1946 
MS-66  ☆ 1946-D  MS-65  ☆ 1946-S  MS-66  ☆ 1947  MS-65  ☆ 
1947-D  MS-64  ☆ 1947-S  MS-64  ☆ 1948  MS-65  ☆ 1948-D  MS- 
65  ☆ 1948-S  MS-65  ☆ 1949  MS-65  ☆ 1949-D  MS-65  ☆ 1949-S 
MS-66  ☆ 1950  MS-66  ☆ 1950-1)  MS-64  ☆ 1950-S  MS-6P  ☆ 
1951  MS-65  ☆ 1951-D  MS-66  ☆ 1951-S  MS-66.  (Total:  18  pieces) 


’I'liis  concludes  the  Chesaivakc  Collection  of  Conimentoralh’c  Coins  and  Hpiteniera. 
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COMMEMOFLATIVE 
SILVER  COINS 


Superb  Gem  1893  Isabella  Quarter 


114  1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful, 

an  outstanding  example  of  the  first — and  only  until  1976 — com- 
memorative quarter  dollar. 


Superb  1893  Isabella  Quarter 


115  1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-66  (NGC).  This  splendid  example 
of  the  well  known  1893  Isabella  quarter  will  be  a find  for  anyone 
who  likes  vivid  toning.  In  this  instance  the  surfaces  are  medium 
gray  and  lilac  at  the  center,  changing  to  blue  and  magenta  at  the 
borders,  with  gunmetal-blue  rims.  Spectacularly  toned 
commemoratives  have  their  own  fan  club,  and  pieces  such  as  this 
often  attract  quite  a bit  of  attention. 

116  1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Intense  blue,  iridescent, 
and  gray  toning  over  lustrous  surfaces. 


Old-Time  1900  Lafayette  Dollar 

Choice  Mint  State 


117  1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-64  (PCGS).  This  is  a lovely  old-time 

Lafayette  dollar,  not  from  the  standpoint  of  age,  as  all  were  made 
on  December  14,  1899  (but  dated  1900).  Rather,  it  is  probably 
from  and  old-time  collection,  displaying  as  it  does  surfaces  that 
are  toned  in  silver,  gray,  and  lilac  at  the  centers,  changing  to  gun- 
metal-blue  at  the  borders. 

The  1900  Lafayette  dollar  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  coins  of  its  era  from 
a technical  standpoint.  The  dies  were  produced  quickly,  and  the  inscriptions 
hand  punched  into  the  working  die,  letter  by  letter,  rather  than  being  transferred 
entirely  from  a master  hub  or  master  die.  The  technique  was  an  old  one  and  was 
the  style  used  decades  earlier  in  the  same  century'.  Because  of  this,  Lafayette 
silver  dollars  can  be  collected  by  die  varieties,  although  few  people  do.  The  lin- 
eation  of  the  different  styles  have  appeared  from  time  to  time  in  The  Commemo- 
rative Trail,  journal  of  the  Society  for  United  States  Commemorative  Coins 
(SUSCC)  and,  among  other  places,  in  Dave  Bowers’  1992  book.  Commemorative 
Coins  of  the  United  States:  A Complete  Encyclopedia.  As  few  people  are  aware  of  the 
die  varieties  and  as  the  certification  services  do  not  note  them,  combinations 
that  are  rare  can  be  obtained  for  no  added  premium. 


Choice  Mint  State  1900  Lafayette  Dollar 


118  1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-64  (ICG).  Lustrous  silver  surfaces 
with  splashes  of  gray.  Frosty  fields.  A very  nice  example  at  the 
assigned  level. 

119  1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-60.  Light  gold  and  magenta  toning  at 
the  center  over  silver  surfaces  changes  to  splashes  of  blue  at  the 
border.  A very  nice  example  at  this  grade  level,  a coin  with  more 
eye  appeal  than  typically  seen. 

120  Pair  of  1921  Alabama  commemorative  half  dollars:  ☆ 2X2. 
MS-64.  Lustrous  with  iridescent  rainbow  toning  on  the  obverse, 
reverse  with  splashes  of  iridescent  rainbow  toning  at  the  periph- 
ery ☆ Plain.  MS-63.  Bright  and  lustrous  iridescent  golden  rose 
toning.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

From  the  Flogan  Pond  Collection. 
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121  Quartette  of  commemorative  half  dollars  grading  MS-65: 

☆ 1936  Albany.  Frosty  golden  surfaces  with  traces  of  faint  spotting 

☆ 1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  Satiny  golden  gray  surfaces  ☆ 1934  Boone. 
Satiny  silver  gray  with  iridescent  gold  at  the  rims  ☆ 1936  Dela- 
ware. Satiny  gold  with  splashes  of  yellow  at  the  peripheries.  (To- 
tal: 4 pieces) 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 

122  Quartette  of  commemorative  half  dollars  grading  MS-65: 

☆ 1936  Albany.  Satiny  rose  surfaces  ☆ 1936  Cleveland.  Lustrous 
with  traces  of  faint  golden  toning  ☆ 1946  Iowa.  Satiny  with  hints 
of  pale  rose  and  a few  spots  noted  on  the  reverse  ☆ 1936-D  Texas. 
Lustrous  and  attractive  with  just  a whisper  ofiridescent  highlights. 
(Total:  4 pieces) 

123  1937  Antietam.  MS-66.  Satiny  lustre  with  delicate  golden  ton- 
ing. A very  attractive  example  of  this  popular  Civil  War  related 
issue. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 

124  Group  of  Arkansas  commemorative  half  dollars:  ☆ 1935  MS- 
65  ☆ 1935-D  MS-63  ☆ 1935-S  MS-64  ☆ 1936-D  MS-64  (2)  ☆ 
1936-S  MS-64  ☆ 1937  MS-64  ☆ 1937-D  MS-65  ☆ 1937-S  MS- 
64  ☆ 1939  MS-64  ☆ 1939-D  MS-64.  All  with  satiny  silver  gray 
surfaces  and  various  shades  of  golden  toning.  (Total:  11  pieces) 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 

125  Quintette  of  Arkansas  commemorative  half  dollars  grading 
MS-65  (NGC):  ^ndS-D.  Deep  rich  mottled  gray  with  hints  of 
golden  rose  1935-S.  Mixture  of  pale  yellow  gold  and  rose  over 
lustrous  surfaces  ☆ 1936-D  Satiny  with  just  a whisper  of  rose  at 
the  rims  ☆ 1936-S.  Satiny  rose-gray  ☆ 1937-D.  Mottled  pale  gray- 
rose  over  lustrous  surfaces.  (Total:  5 pieces) 


130  1938  Arkansas  PDS  set:  ☆ Philadelphia.  MS-65.  Frosty  lustre 
with  traces  of  gold  ☆ Denver.  MS-65.  Lustrous  with  splashes  of 
bright  blue-green,  magenta,  and  yellow  at  the  rims  ☆ San  Fran- 
cisco. MS-64.  Frosty  lustre  with  splashes  of  faint  rose.  A very  at- 
tractive trio.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 

131  Trio  ofcommemorativehalfdollars  grading  MS-65  (PCGS): 

☆ 1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  Mottled  deep  rich  silver  gray  and  magenta 
on  both  surfaces  ☆ 1936  Elgin.  Frosty  pale  golden  gray  obverse 
field,  reverse  with  Deep  rich  silver  gray  and  rose  ☆ 1937  Roanoke. 
Frosty  pale  rose.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

132  Group  of  Boone  commemorative  halves:  ☆ 1935  MS-65  ☆ 
1935-D  MS-65  ☆ 1935-S  MS-65  ☆ 1936  MS-64.  Deep  rich  rose 
at  the  reverse  periphery  ☆ 1936-D  MS-65  H 1936-S  MS-65  ☆ 
1937  MS-62.  Faint  spot  reverse  center  ☆ 1937-D  MS-65  ☆ 1937- 
S MS-65  PL.  All  are  lustrous  with  lovely  golden  gray  toning  of 
various  shades,  except  where  noted.  (Total:  9 pieces) 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 

133  Pair  of  commemorative  half  dollars  grading  MS-66  (PCGS) : 

☆ 1935-S  Boone.  Frosty  rose  gray  over  lustrous  surfaces  ☆ 1952 
Carver-Washington.  Satiny  golden  lustre  with  splashes  of  deep  rich 
reddish  brown  on  both  surfaces.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

134  1935  Boone  Small  34  PDS  set:  ☆ Philadelphia.  MS-64  ☆ Den- 
ver. MS-65  ☆ San  Francisco.  MS-65.  Each  is  lustrous  with  lovely 
pearl  gray  surfaces.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 

135  Pair  of  Boone  commemorative  half  dollars  grading  MS-65 
(NGC):  ☆ 1935-D  Small  1934.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  ☆ 1935-S 
Small  1934.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


126  Trio  Arkansas  commemorative  half  dollars  certified  by 
NGC:  ☆ 1935-S  MS-66.  Satiny  lustre  ☆ 1937-D  MS-66.  Satiny 
☆ 1937-S  MS-65.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

127  1937  Arkansas  PDS  set  grading  MS-66  (NGC):  Philadelphia. 
Lustrous  with  rose  highlights  on  the  obverse,  reverse  with  lustrous 
pearl  gray  iridescence  ☆ Denver.  Satiny  lustre  ☆ San  Francisco. 
Lustrous  with  splashes  of  faint  rose.  (Total:  3 pieces) 


128  1937-D  Arkansas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  lilac  and  gray  toning 
over  lustrous  surfaces. 

129  Quintette  of  commemorative  half  dollars  grading  MS-65 
(NGC):  1937-D  Arkansas.  Frosty  pearl  graywdth  splashes  of  deep 
rich  silver  gray  at  the  rims  ☆ 1935  Boone.  Small  1934.  Splashes  of 
pale  golden  orange  on  both  surfaces  ☆ 1936-S  Boone.  Deep  rich 
mottled  silver  gray  on  the  obverse,  the  reverse  is  satiny  ☆ 1936 
Rhode  Island.  Silver  gray  with  iridescent  rose-gold  highlights  ☆ 
1938-D  Oregon  Trail.  Lovely  pearl  gray  iridescence.  (Total:  5 
pieces) 


136  1938  Boone  PDS  set:  ☆ Philadelphia.  MS-65  ☆ Denver.  MS-65 

☆ San  Francisco.  MS-64.  A lovely  set  with  satiny  pearl  gray  sur- 
faces. (Total:  3 pieces) 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 

137  Trio  ofcommemorativehalfdollars  grading  MS-65  (NGC): 

☆ 1938-D  Boone.  Satiny  lustre  ☆ 1920  Maine.  Frosty  olive-gray 
with  hints  ofiridescent  rose  ☆ 1921  Pilgrim.  Brilliant  and  lus- 
trous. (Total:  3 pieces) 

138  1936  Bridgeport.  MS-65  (NGC).  Medium  brown  and  light  gray 
gold  toning  over  silver  surfaces. 

139  Half  dozen  commemorative  half  dollars  grading  MS-64:  ☆ 

1936  Bridgeport.  Frosty  lustre  with  gold  at  the  rims  ☆ 1936  Cleve- 
land. Satiny  silver  gray  with  a hint  of  gold  ☆ 1892  Columbian. 
Lustrous  with  rich  golden  orange  and  blue-green  at  the  peripher- 
ies ☆ 1922  Grant.  No  Star.  Lustrous  with  splashes  ofblue  and  rich 
golden  toning  at  the  obverse  periphery,  reverse  with  splashes  ot 
golden  toning  at  periphery  ☆ 1918  Lincoln.  Lustrous  with  splashes 
of  gold,  pale  rose,  and  bluish  gray  at  the  obverse  periphery,  reverse 
with  splashes  of  gold  at  the  rim  '(r  1925  Le.xington.  Lustrous  with 
golden  rose  at  the  rims.  (Total:  6 pieces) 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 

140  Quartette  of  commemorative  half  dollars:  ☆ 1936  Bridge- 
port. MS-63  'it  1924  Huguenot.  MS-64  it  1936  Lynchburg.  MS- 
64  ☆ 1920  Maine.  MS-64.  All  are  lustrous  and  attractive  with  vari- 
ous shades  of  golden  rose  toning.  (Total:  4 pieces) 
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141  1925-S  California.  MS-65.  Brilliant  and  lustrous,  with  delicate 

golden  toning.  A splendid  design,  a favorite  of  collectors,  this  is 
the  very  epitome  of  the  history  of  the  Golden  State. 

In  1937  when  B.  Max  Mehl  wrote  a monograph  on  commemo- 
rative half  dollars  he  singled  this  out  as  his  very  favorite  design  in 
the  series.  Today,  examples  are  similarly  admired,  but  are  scarcer 
than  they  were  years  ago.  The  present  coin  earns  high  marks  in 
quality  and  in  our  opinion  is  worth  a premium  bid. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


142  1936-D  Cincinnati.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 
a hint  of  golden  toning.  A particularly  fine  example  of  this  some- 
what illogically  conceived  issue. 

143  1936  Cincinnati  PDS  set  grading  MS-64.  A lovely  trio  with 
frosty,  lustrous  golden  gray  surfaces.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 

144  1936  Columbia.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  brown  toning  over  lus- 
trous silver  surfaces. 

145  1936  Columbia  PDS  set:  ☆ Philadelphia.  MS-65.  Lustrous  frosty 
rose-gray  with  hints  of  gold  ☆ Denver.  MS-66.  Satiny  with  splashes 
of  mottled  golden  brown  on  the  obverse  and  splashes  of  gold,  rose, 
and  bluish  gray  at  the  peripheries  ☆ San  Francisco.  MS-65.  Frosty 
lustre  with  splashes  of  deep  rich  bluish  gray  and  rose  at  the  obverse 
periphery,  the  reverse  with  splashes  of  golden  toning  at  the  pe- 
riphery. (Total:  3 pieces) 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 

146  Quartette  of  commemorative  half  dollars  grading  MS-66 
(NGC):  ☆ 1936-D  Columbia.  Deep  silver  gray  and  rose  at  the 
obverse  periphery  and  center,  reverse  with  mottled  rich  silver  gray 
and  rose  ☆ 1948-D  Booker  T.  Washington.  Mottled  golden  rose 
over  lustrous  surfaces  ☆ 1950  Booker  T.  Washington  (2).  Brilliant 
and  lustrous;  one  lustrous  with  just  a whisper  of  gold  at  the  pe- 
ripheries. (Total:  4 pieces) 


147 


1892  Columbian.  MS-66  (NGC).  Very  attractive  light  irides- 
cent toning  over  richly  lustrous  surfaces.  This  piece  will  be  a great 
addition  to  a fine  specialized  collection.  Not  only  is  the  piece  at- 
tractive in  its  own  right,  but  the  price  today  in  2005  is  much  less 
than  it  would  have  been  at  the  height  of  the  market  15  years  ago  in 
early  1990. 


148 


1893  Columbian.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Vivid  blue,  gold,  and  irides- 
cent toning  over  deeply  frosty  surfaces.  Just  right  for  one  a mem- 
ber of  the  legion  of  buyers  who  enjoy  commemoratives  with  vivid 
coloration. 


149 


1893  Columbian.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A high  degree  of  lustre  sup- 
ports bright  electric  blue,  rose,  carmine,  and  gold  iridescence  on 
both  sides.  While  more  than  five  score  examples  of  this  issue  have 
been  called  MS-66  by  PCGS,  just  a half  dozen  have  been  certified 
finer,  all  MS-67.  A fairly  “common”  commemorative  half  dollar 
issue  in  a thoroughly  “uncommon”  state  of  preservation. 

PCGS  Population:  110;  6 finer  (all  MS-67). 


150  Group  of  Mint  State  commemorative  halves:  ☆ 1893 
Columbian.  MS-62.  Lustrous  with  golden  orange  and  blue  at  the 
obverse  periphery,  gold  toning  at  the  reverse  rim  ☆ 1924  Hugue- 
not. MS-63.  Lustrous  iridescent  golden  rose  on  the  obverse,  re- 
verse with  hints  of  gold  at  the  rim  ☆ 1936  Long  Island.  MS-64. 
Frosty  lustre  with  hints  of  rose  at  the  rims  ☆ 1920  Maine.  MS-63. 
Lustrous  with  splashes  of  golden  toning  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1923- 
S Monroe.  MS-63.  Satiny  lustre  with  golden  and  blue  toning  at 
the  rims  ☆ 1920  Pilgrim.  MS-63.  Lustrous  with  golden  brown, 
blue,  and  rose  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1935-S  San  Diego.  MS-64. 
Satiny  lustre  with  splashes  of  iridescent  toning  at  the  peripheries 
☆ 1936-D  San  Diego.  MS-64.  Satiny  lustre  with  splashes  of  iri- 
descence at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1926  Scsquicentennial.  MS-63.  Faint 
toning  spots  on  both  obverse  and  reverse.  (Total:  9 pieces) 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 
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1935  Connecticut.  MS-66.  Satiny  lustre  with  light  golden  ton- 
ing. A splendid  example. 

From  the  Fiot^an  Pond  Collection. 

Pair  of  commemorative  half  dollars  grading  MS-66:  ☆ 1936 
Elgin.  FrostV’  lustre  ☆ 1937  Roanoke.  Frosty  lustre  with  hints  of 
rose.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

From  the  Ffo^an  Pond  Collection. 

Quintette  of  commemorative  half  dollars  grading  MS-65 
unless  noted:  ☆ 1936  Gettysburg  ☆ 1936  Norfolk  ☆ 1936  Rhode 
Island  ☆ 1936-1)  Rhode  Island  ☆ 1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-64. 
Each  is  attractive  with  traces  of  golden  toning.  (Total:  5 pieces) 
From  the  Flogan  Pond  Collection. 


157  1935  Hudson  MS-64.  Lustrous  silver  surfaces,  satiny  with  deli- 

cate golden  toning.  A splendid  e.xample  of  this  low-mintage  issue; 
only  10, ()()()  were  struck.  Watch  this  one  seU  for  a strong  price — it 
is  that  nice. 

From  the  Flogan  Pond  Collection. 


1922  Grant  With  Star  Rarity 

Superb  Eye  Appeal 


1922  Grant.  With  star.  MS-64.  A lovely  specimen  of  one  of  the 
rarest  of  the  early  issues,  this  Grant  With  Star  half  dollar  combines 
a high  grade  with  absolutely  superb  eye  appeal.  The  fields  are  richly 
lustrous  with  delicate  iridescent  toning  around  the  borders — one 
ot  the  nicest  you  will  find  anywhere. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 

1922  Grant.  No  Star.  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  brown,  magenta, 
and  blue  toning  over  deeply  and  richly  lustrous  surfaces.  An  item 
for  the  aficionados  of  vivid  patination. 


158  Half  dozen  commemorative  half  dollars  grading  MS-64:  ☆ 

1936  Lynchburg.  Sott  silver  gray  with  hints  of  golden  toning  ☆ 
1934  Maryland.  Satiny  with  faint  speckling  ☆ 1938  New  Roch- 
elle. Lustrous  silver  gray  with  splashes  of  faint  rose  ☆ 1921  Pil- 
grim. Rose-gray  with  rich  golden  toning  at  the  obverse  periphery 
☆ 1925  Vancouver.  Lustrous  with  splashes  of  golden  brown  and 
blue  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1927  Vermont.  Lustrous  with  traces  of 
rich  rose  at  the  devices.  (Total:  6 pieces) 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 

159  1934  Maryland.  MS-66  (NGC). 

160  Pair  of  1921  Missouri  commemorative  half  dollars:  ☆ 2^4. 
MS-62.  Lustrous  with  golden  iridescence  mostly  at  the  obverse 
periphery  ☆ Plain.  MS-60.  Cleaned  long  ago.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 

161  Octette  of  Oregon  Trail  commemorative  half  dollars:  ☆ 1926 
MS-65  ☆ 1926-S  MS-63  ☆ 1928  MS-65  ☆ 1933-D  MS-64  ☆ 
1934-D  MS-64  ☆ 1936  MS-65  ☆ 1936-S  MS-66  ☆ 1937-D  MS- 
66.  All  are  attractive  with  most  having  various  degrees  and  shades 
of  iridescent  toning.  (Total:  8 pieces) 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


1928  Hawaiian  Half  Dollar 
Key  to  the  Type  Series 


1928  Hawaiian.  MS-62.  Richly  lustrous  surfaces  with  gorgeous 
light  golden  toning  around  the  borders.  One  of  the  nicest  imagin- 
able at  the  MS-62  grade — in  fact  we  could  probably  designate  it  a 
bit  higher.  A great  find  for  the  connoisseur. 

There  were  three  commemorative  design  types  in  the  early  1892-1954  “Clas- 
sic" scries  that  had  mintages  of  10,000  coins  for  distribution:  the  1928  Hawai- 
ian Scsquiccntcnmal.  the  1935  Hudson,  and  the  1935  Old  Spanish  Trail.  The 
latter  two  varieties  went  nearly  all  into  numismatic  hands  while  the  1928  Ha- 
waiian, as  otTcrcd  here,  was  largely  distributed  to  inhabitants  of  the  Hawaiian 
Islands.  Many  became  damaged,  lost,  or  worn.  Today,  a “nice"  1928  Hawaiian 
■>c  .;|uiccntcnnial  is  at  least  a dozen  times  rarer  than  either  of  the  other  two  vari- 
eties mentioned. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


162  1926-S  Oregon.  MS-66  (NGC).  Light  golden  and  gray  toning 
over  deeply  lustrous  surfaces.  Some  splashes  of  gold  at  the  borders. 

163  Trio  of  commemorative  half  dollars  grading  MS-65  ☆ 1937- 
D Oregon  Trail.  Lustrous  with  iridescent  rose-gray  over  both  sur- 
faces ☆ 1935-S  San  Diego.  Lustrous  soft  golden  surfaces  ☆ 1936 
Wisconsin.  Lustrous  with  faint  iridescent  golden  gray  highlights 
on  both  surfaces.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

164  1938  Oregon  Trail  PDS  set:  ☆ Philadelphia.  MS-65  ☆ Denver. 
MS-66  ☆ San  Francisco.  MS-65.  Each  with  attractive  pearl  gray 
surfaces.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 
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165  1939  Oregon  Trial  PDS  set  grading  MS-65.  Each  with  lovely 

satiny  pearl  gray  iridescence.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

From  the  Ho^an  Pond  Collection. 


166  1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-64.  If  you  like  beautiful  old-time 
toning,  this  is  your  coin.  Bright  silver  surfaces  at  the  center  give 
way  to  gold,  electric  blue,  and  rainbow  hues  around  the  border, 
the  entire  forming  an  artistic  suite.  One  of  the  most  beautiful  coins 
we  have  ever  seen  from  an  aesthetic  viewpoint. 

From  the  Flogan  Pond  Collection. 

167  1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-65  (ICG).  Fully  lustrous  with  a touch 
of  faint  champagne. 

168  Quartette  of  commemorative  half  dollars  grading  MS-65: 

☆ 1936  Robinson.  Silver  gray  with  splashes  of  gold  ☆ 1925  Stone 
Mountain.  Silver  gray  with  a whisper  of  gold  ☆ 1936  Wisconsin. 
Frosty  pale  golden  surfaces  ☆ 1936  York.  Golden  gray  surfaces. 
(Total:  4 pieces) 

From  the  Flogan  Pond  Collection. 

169  Quartette  of  commemorative  half  dollars  grading  MS-64  ☆ 

1920  Pilgrim.  Lustrous  rose-gray  with  some  minute  spotting  noted 

☆ 1936  Robinson.  Lustrous  with  a whisper  of  golden  gray  over 
both  surfaces  ☆ 1937  Roanoke.  Lustrous  golden  gray  ☆ 1936  York. 
Lustrous  and  attractive.  (Total:  4 pieces) 


170  1936-D  San  Diego.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Lustrous  silver  surfaces 

with  golden  toning  around  the  borders.  Splendid! 


171  1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  gold  and  brown 

toning  over  richly  lustrous  surfaces,  frostier  than  usually  seen,  and 
among  Sesquicentennial  half  dollars,  certainly  a “high  end”  ex- 
ample. 


172  1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS-65.  Satiny  lustre  with  delicate  toning. 
Nicely  struck  and  of  extremely  high  quality.  A truly  notable  speci- 
men that  should  bring  a notable  price. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 

173  1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-66  (NGC).  Bold  lustre  explodes  be- 
neath pale  golden  toning  highlights. 

Iridescent  Toned  1934  Texas  Half  Dollar 


174  1934  Texas.  MS-67  (NGC).  Light  iridescent  toning  over  lilac 
surfaces  and  deep  silver  lustre.  Splashes  of  magenta  are  seen  in  the 
obverse  field. 

175  Complete  set  of  Texas  commemorative  half  dollars:  1934 
MS-64  ☆ 1935  MS-65  ☆ 1935-D  MS-65  ☆ 1935-S  MS-65  ☆ 
1936  MS-65  ☆ 1936-D  MS-63  ☆ 1936-S  MS-65  ☆ 1937  MS-65 
☆ 1937-D  MS-65  ☆ 1937-S  MS-65  ☆ 1938  MS-65  ☆ 1938-D 
MS-65  ☆ 1938-S  MS-64.  A very  well  matched  set,  all  with  satiny- 
lustre  and  most  having  various  shades  of  golden  toning  at  the  pe- 
ripheries. (Total:  13  pieces) 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 
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Lustrous  Iridescent  1936-D  Texas  500 


176  1936-D  Texas.  MS-67  (NGC).  Splashes  of  brown  and  magenta 
are  seen  over  lustrous  gray  surfaces. 

177  Trio  of  Texas  commemorative  half  dollars  grading  MS-66 
(NGC):  ☆ 1937.  Iridescent  rose  on  both  surfaces  ☆ 1936-S  Satiny 
lustre  ☆ 1937-S.  Gorgeous  mixture  of  pale  iridescent  rose  and  sky 
blue  on  both  surfaces.  (Total;  3 pieces) 


178  1927  Vermont.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Frosty  silver  gray  with  strong 

underlying  lustre  and  bursts  of  gold  here  and  there,  especially  on 
the  reverse.  Strictly  original,  strictly  beautiful,  and  strictly  a gem. 


179  Trio  of  Booker  T.  Washington  commemorative  half  dollars 
grading  MS-66  (NGC):  a 1947-D  ☆ 1948  ☆ 1950-D.  A very 
well  matched  trio,  each  having  satiny  lustrous  surfaces.  (Total:  3 
pieces) 

180  1947-S  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Bright  and 
lustrous,  with  perhaps  a nuance  of  faint  champagne  on  both  sides. 
The  cheek  is  remarkably  clean,  noted  here  as  that  area  of  the  coin 
IS  typically  “baggy”  in  appearance.  While  nearly  10  dozen  examples 
of  this  date  have  been  called  MS-66  by  PCGS,  just  one  has  been 
graded  finer.  An  enticing  opportunity  for  those  seeking  gem  com- 
memorative half  dollars. 

PCGS  Population:  115;  1 finer  (MS-67). 


181  1936  Wisconsin.  MS-67  (NGC).  Sparkling  silver  gray  with  deep 

carmine  and  electric  sea  green  highlights  in  the  protected  areas. 
The  underlying  lustre  is  superb,  catching  the  eye  immediately.  The 
toning  is  undoubtedly  from  longtime  storage  in  an  old  cardboard 
holder,  perhaps  a Wayte  Raymond  coin  board. 


American  Numismatic  Ru^rities  is  a team  of  professionals 
who  have  250  years  of  combined  experience  in  building 
meaningful  collections  and  presenting  numismatic  auctions. 

If  you  are  considering  the  sale  of  your  coins,  call  Puck 
Bagg  or  John  Pack  today  for  more  information.  And,  like 
E.R,  one  of  our  many  satisfied  consignors,  we  believe  you’ll 


Trusted  Names,  Familiar  Faces,  Dynamic  Results 


be  pleased  with  the  excellent  results  and  the  superb  personal 
service  received  from  our  expert  staff  Our  widely  attended 
sales  are  held  m major  metropolitan  areas  and  at  important 
numismatic  conventions  throughout  the  year.  One  is 
certain  to  be  just  right  for  showcasing  your  collection. 

If  you  AiLE  BUILDING  A COLLECTION,  fax  or  mail  us  an  invoice 
showing  any  coin  purchase  of  $3,(400 
or  more  and  get  a complimentary 
annual  subscription  to  all  our  auction 
catalogues  and  other  publications.  We 
guarantee  you’ll  be  pleased. 


Q-  ihiwcn  ChtMiiiw  K:ir^icdi  Dr.  Rkk  Bajtf;  John  Pack  I rank  Van  Valcn  John  Kraljcvich 

Nummnalk  Difcclor  Prciidcni  (ionsignmcnls  Consignnicni.«  .Senior  Numlcmalisl  RcM-arch 


Call  toll  free: 
866-811-1804 


‘7  want  to  thank  you  and  all  of  yonr  crew  for  the  excellent  job  they  did  in  selling  some  of  my  coins  at  your 
recent  auction.  The  descriptions  in  the  catalogue  made  the  coins  sound  interesting  that  I was  tempted  to 
bid  and  buy  them  all  back.  E.R.,  consignor 
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COMMEMORATIVE  GOLD  COINS 


Extraordinary  1905  Lewis  & Clark  Gold  $1 


Tied  for  Finest 


182  1905  Lewis  and  Clark  gold  dollar.  MS-67  (NGC).  An  incred- 

ibly beautiful  example  of  this  popular  issue,  a satiny  gem  with  warm 
honey  gold  surfaces  that  display  intense  lustre  and  pale  rose  and 
olive  highlights.  Sharply  struck,  needle-sharp  in  fact,  which  adds 
immeasurably  to  the  overall  quality.  Designed  by  Charles  Barber, 
this  issue  was  produced  in  both  1904  and  1905,  to  celebrate  the 
centennial  of  the  Lewis  and  Clark  expedition;  interestingly  enough, 
the  bicentennial  of  that  same  exploratory  mission  is  currently  be- 
ing celebrated,  especially  on  the  reverse  of  our  circulating  nickel 
five-cent  coinage.  Only  10,041  examples  of  this  issue  were  dis- 


Graded  by  NGC 


tributed,  and  of  the  lovely  gems  that  still  exist,  just  one  specimen 
ties  the  overall  quality  and  aesthetic  appeal  of  the  present  coin  in 
the  eyes  of  NGC,  with  none  deemed  finer.  We  predict  strong  in- 
terest in  this  beautiful  gem,  as  the  current  numismatic  marketplace 
keeps  a weather  eye  open  for  such  gorgeous  numismatic  dainties 
when  they  come  into  the  marketplace.  We  invite  you  to  examine 
this  beautiful  commemorative  gold  dollar  and  recommend  a strong 
and  assertive  bid  if  you  want  to  be  the  one  to  walk  away  with  this 
prize. 

NGC  Census:  2;  none  finer. 


1905  Lewis  and  Clark  $1  Rarity 

Most  Elusive  of  the  Series 


(2x  photo) 

183  1905  Lewis  and  Clark  gold  dollar.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Among 

commemorative  gold  dollars  struck  1903-1917,  the  1905  Lewis  and 
Clark  is  far  and  away  the  rarest  in  choice  Mint  State.  In  fact,  these 


pieces  in  MS-64  grade,  as  offered  here,  are  at  least  a couple  dozen 
times  rarer  than  the  1922  Grant  issues  in  gem  Mint  State.  How- 
ever, the  market  value  does  not  reflect  this,  presenting  a nice  op- 
portunity for  the  alert  buyer. 

The  example  at  hand  is  in  bright  yellow  gold,  highly  lustrous, 
and  is  quite  attractive.  No  doubt  its  next  owner  wall  be  very  pleased 
with  it. 

184  Trio  of  commemorative  gold  coins:  ☆ 1903  Louisiana  Pur- 
chase gold  dollar.  Jefferson  Portrait.  Net  EF-45;  sharpness  of  AU- 
55,  cleaned  ☆ 1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  McKinley 
Portrait.  AU-58.  Lustrous  with  light  hairlines  noted  ☆ 1926  Ses- 
quicentennial  quarter  eagle.  AU-55.  Lustrous  rose -gold.  (Total:  3 
pieces) 
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Superb  Gem  1916  McKinley  $1 

Exceptional  Quality 


(2x  photo) 

185  1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-66  (NGC).  Although  others 

have  been  certified  at  this  level  by  NGC,  the  present  coin  is  ex- 
ceptional in  its  quality,  displaying  rich  satiny  lustre,  somevt'hat  sub- 
dued, and  sharply  struck  features. 

On  the  reverse  is  a view  of  the  planned  McKinley  Memorial  in  Niles,  Ohio. 
The  architectural  details  are  somewhat  interesting  to  observe  under  magnifica- 
tion, and  on  the  present  piece  are  quite  well  struck.  Generally  a plan  view  of  a 
building  is  not  a success  on  an  American  coin,  and  probably  most  would  agree 
that  the  Lincoln  Memorial  on  the  reverse  of  the  1959  cent  does  not  score  high 
artistic  marks,  and  on  the  reverse  of  the  1938  Jefferson  nickel  the  depiction  of 
Monticello  is  not  as  nice  as  it  would  have  been  if  Felix  Schlag’s  original  idea  of  a 
view  from  the  corner  had  been  used.  Angular  perspectives  call  for  greater  artis- 
tic talent,  but  sometimes  can  yield  very  nice  results.  Check,  for  example,  the 
style  on  the  reverse  of  the  Women  Veterans  commemorative  dollar  of  1994  and 
Montpelier  on  the  reverse  of  the  1999  Dolly  Madison  dollar. 

Gem  1916  McKinley  Gold  $1 


(2x  photo) 

186  1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A lustrous  speci- 

men, somew'hat  prooflike  on  both  sides.  Medium  yellow-orange 
gold.  Very  well  struck. 


187  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  quarter  eagle.  MS-61  (SEGS).  Mint 

lustre  IS  present  on  both  sides,  but  someone  has  taken  a pin  or 
other  sharp  instrument  and  has  added  scratches,  particularly  to  the 
reverse.  It  is  recommended  that  prospective  buyers  examine  this 
piece  in  person  before  bidding. 


SILVER  DOLLARS 


On  the  pages  to  follow  are  many  silver  dollars  of  the  early  years,  1795  to 
1803.  The  appeals  are  many,  ranging  from  exceptionally  high  quality  and 
eye  appeal  (such  as  a choice  Mint  State  1795  BB-20)  to  scarce  die  varieties, 
a number  of  which  are  included  among  the  later  era  in  this  range. 

Grading  is  part  of  the  certification  services,  which  admits  some  diffi- 
culty in  matching  with  earlier  grading  comments,  such  as  in  Dave  Bowers’ 
1993  study  Silucr  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A Complete 
Encyclopedia,  produced  in  an  era  in  which  interpretations  were  stricter.  Prob- 
ably as  a general  rule  of  thumb,  what  was  EF  then  is  AU  now.  The  epitome 
of  this  situation  accord  with  the  widely  publicized  instance  in  which  a 
certain  1804  silver  dollar  was  certified  EF-45  years  ago,  then  recertified 
later  as  AU-58.  Of  course,  the  coins  themselves  remain  the  same.  How- 
ever, it  is  difficult  to  establish  Condition  Census  and  rarity  information,  as 
early  dollar  or,  for  that  matter,  an  early  half  dollar  or  a modern  Indian  cent 
seem  to  change  in  their  availability  along  with  grading  interpretations. 
Returning  the  focus  to  early  dollars,  if  a certain  variety  was  considered 
unknown  or  very  rare  in  AU  grade  a decade  or  so  ago,  but  today  20  are 
certified,  this  does  not  mean  that  more  exist  today,  it  simply  indicates  that 
some  if  not  many  have  moved  up  from  lower  levels.  We  all  need  an  atti- 
tude and  awareness  adjustment. 

All  of  this  said,  early  silver  dollars  are  fascinating  to  collect,  each  being 
made  from  dies  prepared  by  hand,  and  often  differing  considerably  from 
one  to  another.  Sometimes  the  differences  are  dramatic,  as  with  the  popu- 
lar 1797  with  10  stars  to  the  left  and  six  to  the  right,  or  the  rather  curious 
1799  with  eight  to  the  left  and  five  to  the  right.  Other  varieties  may  differ 
just  slightly,  the  position  of  the  date  numerals,  the  olive  branch,  and  so  on. 
For  virtually  all,  examination  under  magnification  can  yield  3 panorama  of 
delights,  interesting  clash  marks,  die  cracks,  repunchings,  and  more.  No 
two  early  dollars  are  ever  alike,  not  even  in  the  same  grades. 

Earliest  study  of  note  on  the  dollar  series  was  done  J.  Colvin  Randall 
and  printed  under  the  nameJ.W.  Haseltine  in  1881  as  the  Type  Table.  This 
endured  for  many  years,  and  occasionally  pieces  would  be  described  by 
Haseltine  numbers.  However,  the  Type  Table,  although  reprinted  at  one 
time  by  B.  Max  Mehl,  was  neither  widely  available  nor  generally  used.  As 
a result,  only  a few  silver  dollars  at  auction  from  the  1880s  through  the  mid 
20th  century  were  given  such  attributions. 

In  1950  Milferd  H.  Bolender,  a fine  gentleman  who  by  profession  was 
a school  teacher,  but  who  enjoyed  his  side  business  of  dealing  in  coins  and 
conducting  mail  bid  sales,  published  his  beautiful  study,  The  United  States 
Early  Silver  Dollars  from  1794  to  1803.  Bolender  numbers,  such  as  B-1,  B-2, 
and  so  on,  were  assigned  to  the  varieties  and  became  immediately  popular. 
These  have  been  widely  used  ever  since.  The  Bolender  guide  has  been 
updated  several  time,  most  recently  by  the  latejules  Reiver,  with  issuance 
by  Krause  Publications.  In  1993  Dave  Bowers  two-volume  study  Silver 
Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A Complete  Encyclopedia,  cov- 
ered the  whole  spectrum  of  coins,  including  early  dollars  1794  to  1804. 
Mark  Borckardt  was  a research  associate  in  the  early  dollar  era,  and  new 
listings,  Bowers-Borckardt  or  BB  numbers,  such  as  BB-l,  BB-2,  and  so 
on,  were  created.  The  system  was  quite  a bit  ditferent  from  that  used  bv 
Bolender  inasmuch  as  an  eflort  was  made  to  describe  the  varieties  in  tlie 
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chronological  order  in  which  they  were  produced.  This  was  accomplished 
by  studying  the  die  states  and  combinations  and  endeavoring  to  decipher  a 
' logical  order.  Paying  homage  to  the  master,  Bolender  numbers  were  in- 
■ eluding  as  cross  reference. 

Anticipated  for  future  publications  will  be  a new  reference  on  early 
i dollars,  by  Martin  Logies  and  Dave  Bowers,  bringing  up  to  date  the 
1 latest  information  as  to  varieties,  their  arrangement,  and  rarities  at  dif- 
ferent levels.  No  doubt  the  study  will  be  widely  appreciated  by  the  nu- 
, mismatic  community.  Today  in  2005  there  is  more  interest  in  early 
li  issues  of  all  series  than  ever  before.  Indeed,  specialty  seems  to  be  the 
•I  operative  word  of  the  era. 

I Our  offering  to  follow  is  particularly  extensive  and  includes  over  two 
n dozen  different  varieties,  most  of  which  are  in  affordable  grades,  inter- 
! spersed  here  and  there  with  landmarks. 

ANR  AUCTION  SCHEDULE 

We  have  an  exciting  schedule  of  upcoming  events  in  2005  and  be- 
yond. Contact  us  about  including  your  individual  rare  coins  or  entire 
;■  collection  in  one  of  our  fabulous  sales. 

April  18-19,  2005 

New  York  City 

I The  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  Collection  of  World  Gold  Coins  and  Medals 

May  25,  2005 

Atlanta,  Georgia 

Now  Accepting  Consignments 

June  23-26,  2005 

Chicago,  Illinois 

Official  Auctioneers  of  the  MidAmerica  Coin  Exposition 

Now  Accepting  Consignments 

June  30,  2005 

New  York  City 

Now  Accepting  Consignments 

July  25,  2005 

San  Francisco,  California 

Now  Accepting  Consignments 

September  18,  2005 

Beveiu-Y  Hills,  California 
Now  Accepting  Consignments 

December  5-7,  2005 

Baltimore,  Maryland 
Now  Accepting  Consignments 

For  more  information,  call  Rick  Bagg  or  John  Pack,  toll-free,  at 
866-811-1804  or  by  email  at  auctions@anrcoins.com 


High-Grade  1795  BB-14  Dollar 

“Hidden  Star”  Variety 


188  1795  BB-14,  B-4.  Rarity-3.  AU-50  (NGC).  A high-grade  ex- 

ample of  this  issue,  the  present  piece  displays  lilac  and  gray  toning 
over  evenly  worn  details.  This  is  one  of  the  readily  collectable  va- 
rieties among  Flowing  Hair  silver  dollars  and,  as  such,  is  a nice 
candidate  for  a type  set.  Dave  Bowers  nicknamed  this  the  Hidden 
S/ar  variety,  as  the  last  star  is  tucked  beneath  the  tip  of  Miss  Liberw's 
neck  truncation  where  she  can’t  see  it!  How  unusual. 
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Magnificent  1795  BB-20  Dollar 

Choice  Mint  State 


189  1795  BB-20,  B-2.  Rarity-3.  Flowing  Hair.  Two  Leaves.  MS- 

64  (NGC).  Ma^nificetit  is  an  appropriate  adjective  for  this  dollar, 
combining  exceptionally  high  grade  with  excellent  eye  appeal. 
Further,  the  planchet  is  of  outstanding  quality  and  shows  no  ad- 
justment marks. 

Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  brilliant  and  lustrous.  The  strik- 
ing is  slightly  weak  at  the  centers,  this  being  typical  for  the  variety. 


The  combination  of  everything  that  comes  together  in  this 
coin,  especially  the  lustre  and  eye  appeal,  will  spawn  a lot  of 
interest  when  this  crosses  the  auction  block.  This  lovely  speci- 
men is  ideal  for  several  purposes— as  a “trophy  coin”  in  its  own 
right,  for  inclusion  in  a type  set,  or  as  highlight  in  a specialized 
cabinet. 

NGC  Census:  10;  3 finer  (MS-65  I finest). 
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High  Level  1795  BB-27  Dollar 


(2x  photo) 


190  1795  BB-27,  B-5.  Rarity-1.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Offered  is  a high 

level  example  of  one  of  the  more  popular  varieties  among  1795 
Flowing  Hair  silver  dollars,  the  BB-27  (B-5).  Among  those  that 
exist,  a relatively  small  percentage  can  be  classified  in  the  AU  or 
higher  level.  The  coin  is  bright  silver  on  both  sides,  with  some 
light  magenta  toning  around  the  borders.  Lustre  is  most  promi- 
nent in  the  protected  areas.  The  striking  at  the  center  is  about  typi- 
cal, and  some  adjustment  marks  can  be  seen  at  the  bottom  border 
of  the  obverse.  A pleasing  example  at  the  AU  level. 


Attractive  1795  BB-27  Dollar 


191  1795  BB-27,  B-5.  Rarity-1.  EF-45  (NGC).  Another  example  of 

this  popular  variety,  the  present  piece  is  about  the  same  as  the  pre- 
ceding from  the  standpoint  of  the  striking.  The  obverse  and  reverse 
are  toned  medium  gray  with  areas  of  Hght  gold.  Some  marks  are 
seen  on  the  neck  of  Miss  Liberty  and  the  field  to  the  right  and  have 
been  taken  into  consideration  when  assigning  the  numerical  grade. 


Attractive  1795  Flowing  Hair  $1 


192  1795  BB-27,  B-5.  Rarity-1.  VF-35  (NGC).  Medium  silver  gray 

with  some  deeper  highlights  in  the  protected  areas.  Essentially 
mark-free  for  the  grade,  with  just  a few  faint  hairlines  on  Liberty’s 
cheek  the  only  blemishes  worthy  of  note.  An  altogether  pleasing 
example  of  this  ever-popular  die  variety,  easily  identified  by  the 
raised  diagonal  die  line  in  the  obverse  field  behind  Liberty’s  head. 
Great  for  a type  set! 


Further  1795  BB-27  Dollar 


193  1795  BB-27,  B-5.  Rarity- 1.  VF-20  (ANACS).  Deep  steel-gray 

toning  on  both  sides.  Struck  on  a high  quality  planchet,  and  with 
few  marks  from  circulation,  as  expected  within  the  \T-2(i  grade 
This  piece  is  quite  problem  free. 
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195  1796  BB-65,  B-5.  Rarity-4.  EF-45  (PCGS).  A lovely  speci- 

men, light  gray,  of  this  popular  variety,  utilizing  the  long-lived 
Small  Letters  reverse  first  employed  in  1795  and  continued  inter- 
mittently in  service  until  1798.  Both  sides  are  fairly  well  struck  in 
the  context  of  the  issue,  are  well  dentiled,  and  have  a generous 
amount  of  eye  appeal.  The  planchet  is  of  high  quality  and  shows 
no  adjustment  marks.  A splendid  example  of  the  BB-65  issue. 

Scarce  1797  BB-71  $1 

Stars  10X6 


196  1797  BB-71,  B-3.  Rarity-2.  VF-30  (PCGS).  The  BB-71,  one 

■ )f  three  die  varieties  and  die  combinations  of  the  1797  year,  is  fairly 
M .ifi  e m the  . mitext  ol  dollars  of  the  era.  The  star  arrangement  of 
1<  ft  and  fi  right  is  appealing,  and  h.is  .ilways  directed  additional 


194  1795  BB-27,  B-5.  Rarity-1.  VG-8  (PCGS).  Another  opportu- 

nity to  acquire  this  popular  variety,  the  present  piece  being  in  the 
highly  affordable  VG-8  grade.  The  toning  is  medium  gray  on  both 
sides,  the  surfaces  smooth.  Contact  marks  are  seen  at  the  center  of 
the  obverse,  and  on  the  reverse  there  is  a small  scratch  at  the  upper 
left  and  a small  dig  at  the  lower  left,  elements  that  the  experts  at 
NGC  considered  when  assigning  the  grade,  or  otherwise  we  might 
have  a coin  at  “F-12.” 


1796  BB-65  Silver  Dollar 
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attention.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  a medium  gray  toning, 
evenly  distributed.  Quite  attractive  overall. 


Scarce  1798  BB-101  Dollar 

“Encyclopedia”  Plate  Coin 


197  1798  BB-101,  B-17.  Rarity-5.  EF-45  (NGC).  Offered  here  is  a 

very  nice  example  of  the  seldom  seen  1798  BB-101  (B-5)  silver  dol- 
lar. Both  sides  are  uniform  medium  to  light  gray,  exactly  as  one  would 
expect  for  the  grade  with  no  visible  defects  worthy  of  mention. 
Nicely  struck,  with  designs  and  lettering  well  defined.  Eye  appeal  is 
of  a high  order  of  excellence,  an  important  consideration  for  any 
early  dollar,  and  particularly  so  for  a variety  of  higher  rarity.  The 
present  piece  was  selected  as  the  plate  coin  in  the  1993  Silivr  Dollars 
and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A Complete  Encyclopedia.  At  the 
time  that  reference  was  written,  EF-45  was  the  highest  grade  in  the 
Condition  Census,  placing  the  present  piece  as  the  fifth  finest  speci- 
men reported.  The  specialist  will  appreciate  this  opportunity  to  ac- 
quire this  memorable  example. 

Die  State  111.  The  obverse  die  is  used  on  this  variety  only,  and  is  easily  recog- 
nized in  die  states  11  and  later,  by  the  long  vertical  die  break  left  of  the  first  five 
stars.  The  reverse  die  was  used  in  an  earlier  marriage,  but  even  here  remains  in 
good  working  condition  with  only  minor  imperfections. 

From  Boii’ers  and  Merena’s  Sale  of  the  Lloyd  M.  Higgins  Collection, 
January  1988,  Lot  2216. 


198  1798  BB-102,  B-20.  Rarity-5.  AU-50  (PCGS).  An  attractive 

example  ot  the  first  year  combining  the  Draped  Bust  obverse  with 
the  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse.  Although  this  piece  is  graded  AU-50. 
it  checks  in  with  an  exceptional  degree  of  eye  appeal,  with  much 
lustre  still  remaining  in  particular  areas  especially  on  tlie  reverse. 
Wouldn’t  it  be  nice  it  all  AU-50  coins  were  this  beautitui! 

At  the  lower  right  ot  the  reverse,  extending  down\\,ird  tK'in  the  tip  ol  the 
ribbon  1 (AMERKIA).  to  the  border,  is  .i  signific.nit  die  hnsik  winch  .ictiul 
elfects  the  level  ot  the  surt.Kes  ol  the  com.  .is  the  surt.ices  .irs"  slightls  higher  to 
the  right.  1 he  bre.ik  must  li.ivc  extended  deeply  into  the  die  .Mso  at  the  K'ttv'in 
IS  .1  cud  rim  bre.ik  obscuring  signilic.ini  section  ol  dentils,  .in  niteix-sinig  leatinv 


Lustrous  1798  BB-102  $1 
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Another  1798  BB-102  $1 


Rare  1798  BB-109  Dollar 


< 199  1798  BB-102,  B-20.  Rarity-5.  F-15  (PCGS).  Another  pleas- 


ing example  of  the  1798  BB-102  dollar,  this  coin  at  F-15  grade  is 
quite  affordable.  The  surfaces  are  light  gray  on  both  sides.  The  die 
characteristics  are  similar  to  the  preceding. 


Seldom  Seen  1798  BB-106  $1 


!(  200  1798  BB-106,  B-19.  Rarity-5.  EF-45(NGC).  An  attractive  ex- 

ample of  this  elusive  variety,  a coin  that  ranks  among  the  highest 
certified.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  toned  medium  gray  with 
some  hints  of  lilac.  The  striking  is  quite  good,  with  excellent  de- 
tail save  for  some  of  the  deepest  spots  in  the  die.  The  prominent 
dentils  on  obverse  and  reverse  give  a very  nice  affect  to  the  coin, 
framing  it  and  showcasing  the  motifs. 

NGC  Census:  3;  1 finer  (AU-50). 


Attractive  1798  BB-108  $1 


( 201  1798  BB-108,  B-13.  Rarity-3.  VF-35  (ANACS).  A very  at- 

I tractive  example  of  the  BB-1()8  (B-13)  dollar,  a fairly  scarce  vari- 

ety, this  piece  exhibiting  pleasing  light  silver  gray  surfaces.  A few 
planchet  adjustment  marks  are  seen  at  the  center  of  the  reverse, 
: I scarcely  noticeable.  Gontact  marks  are  few  and  far  between.  Within 

the  context  of  the  assigned  grade  this  has  to  be  one  of  the  nicest  to 
1|  come  on  the  market  in  recent  years. 


i 


202  1798  BB-109,  B-10.  Rarity-5.  EF-45  (NGC).  This  lovely  1798 

BB-109  (B-10)  silver  dollar  combines  rarity  and  eye  appeal.  The 
surfaces  are  light  silver  gray  with  some  lustre  remaining  among 
the  star  points  and  letters.  Around  the  rim  is  a halo  of  iridescent 
blue.  On  the  reverse  some  planchet  adjustment  marks  can  be  seen 
but  are  mostly  hidden  by  the  patination.  All  told,  this  is  a very 
worthwhile  specimen  of  a variety  that  is  seldom  encountered. 


Choice  AU  1798  Draped  Bust  $1 


203  1798  BB-115,  B-31.  Rarity-5.  AU-55  (NGC).  Lustrous  lilac- 

gray  surfaces  show  deeper  gray  highlights.  A pleasing  high-grade 
Bust  dollar,  a coin  that  stands  up  well  to  careful  scrutiny — any  marks 
found  are  insignificant  and  well-hidden.  Some  lightness  of  strike 
is  seen  at  the  center  of  the  reverse  in  the  stars  above  the  eagle, 
though  this  is  not  an  unusual  occurrence  for  BB-115.  The  present 
coin,  a truly  lovely  and  choice  example  of  a very  scarce  variety,  is 
among  the  top  three  examples  of  BB-115  specifically  certified  as 
such  by  NGC. 

NGC  Census:  2;  1 finer  {AU-58). 
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Elusive  1798  BB-115  Dollar 


204  1798  BB-115,  B-31.  Rarity-5.  VF-35  (PCGS).  Another  scarce 

variety,  1798  BB-105  (B-31)  is  not  often  presented  for  sale.  This 
specimen  in  toned  a mixture  of  gray,  brown,  and  yellow,  some- 
what mottled.  There  is  some  lightness  of  strike  at  the  center,  as  to 
be  expected.  The  planchet  is  of  high  quality,  and  surface  marks  are 
few.  On  the  reverse  at  the  upper  right  are  some  marks,  but  as  this 
is  also  an  area  of  light  striking,  we  cannot  help  but  wonder  if  these 
marks  were  in  the  original  planchet. 


205  1798  BB-122,  B-14.  Rarity-3.  Heraldic  Eagle.  EF-40  (NGC). 

Medium  golden  gray  centers  give  way  to  deeper  highlights  at  the 
rims.  A pleasing  example  of  the  variety,  free  of  marks  of  conse- 
quence— except  for  a few  adjustment  marks  near  TES  of 
STATES— and  choice  as  such.  One  word?  Nice! 


Mint  State  1799/8  Dollar 
BB-141,  MS-62 


(2x  photo) 

206  1799/8  BB-141,  B-3.  Rarity-3.  MS-62  (NGC).  A lovely  Mint 

State  example  of  the  1799/8  overdate  with  the  overdate  feature 
being  prominently  defined  and  thus  easily  seen.  The  obverse  and 
reverse  are  richly  lustrous,  mostly  silver  and  gold  at  the  centers, 
with  gray  and  magenta  at  the  borders.  The  details  are  finer  th.m 
typically  seen,  and  the  planchet  is  of  notably  high  quality. 

The  obverse  die  exhibits  curious  raised  lines  extending  from  the  dentil  sp.ices 
in  the  fields.  Fascinating  to  observe.  The  reverse  shows  a few  rust  spots  at  the 
left  border  past  O (UNITED)  and  clash  marks  from  the  obverse  in  the  usu.il 
location  for  such  marks,  at  OF. 


amf:ilic:an  numismat  it'  rari  i ii;s 


ri  IE  JHWELL  Cc:>LLECTION 


3V 


Lustrous  1799  BB-151  Dollar 
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1799  BB-151,  B-13.  Rarity-5.  AU-50  (PCGS).  A bright,  attrac- 
tive example  of  the  rare  BB-151  (B-13)  die  variety,  one  of  the  finest 
seen.  This  piece  is  of  light  silver  color  on  both  sides,  accented  with 
delicate  toning  at  the  rims.  Much  lustre  remains  on  both  sides.  The 
strike  is  even  and  quite  sharp  overall,  with  more  detail  than  typically 
seen  on  a dollar  of  this  era.  All  told  this  is  a memorable  specimen,  a 
piece  ranking  high  in  condition  among  the  survivors  of  this  variety. 
In  Dave  Bowers  comprehensive  reference  on  the  subject,  the  finest 
specimen  identified  of  this  variety  was  graded  AU-55.  The  present 
piece  would  comfortably  fit  in  the  Condition  Census  for  the  vari- 
ety, making  it  particularly  noteworthy.  It  is  Die  State  II,  the  typical 
state  seen. 


Rare  1799  BB-155  Dollar 


208  1799  B-155,  B-19.  Rarity-5.  VF-35  (NGC).  Among  silver  dol- 

lars of  the  popular  1799  date  the  BB-155  (B-19)  is  quite  scarce.  The 
present  piece  is  exceptional  in  its  overall  appeal,  with  pleasing  origi- 
nal rosy  gray  toning  at  the  centers  and  pale  blue  and  gold  highlights 
at  the  rims.  Adding  to  the  desirability  is  much  surviving  lustre  around 
the  periphery.  Probably  not  one  in  20  VF-35  early  dollars  of  any 
date  are  as  nice  as  this,  and  considering  the  rarity  of  this  variety,  the 
present  specimen  is  particularly  important.  Though  the  highest  grade 
pieces  noted  in  the  Bowers  reference  all  rate  in  the  AU  grade  range, 
it  is  likely  that  the  present  pieces  ranks  among  them  as  to  eye  appeal. 
C^n  the  reverse  some  planchet  adjustment  marks  can  be  seen  above 
the  eagle,  mostly  hidden  by  the  toning,  and  as  made.  A die  crack 
extends  from  I)  (UNITED)  to  the  rim,  identifying  this  as  Die  State 
IV,  a rarer  (and  latest  identified)  die  state  for  this  rare  variety. 


Impressive  Choice  AU  1799  Silver  $1 


209  1799  BB-158,  B-16.  Rarity-2.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Bright  silver 

gray  centers  with  deep  gold  and  blue  peripheries  and  strong  un- 
derlying lustre.  A pleasingly  lovely  example  of  a plentiful  variety 
that  is  far  from  “common”  at  AU-58 — indeed,  that  same  state- 
ment applies  to  virtually  every  early  dollar,  1794-1803,  regardless 
of  date  or  variety.  Take  a long  look  at  this  one  and  you’ll  want  to 
own  it,  but  take  heed — you  won’t  be  the  only  one  taking  a look  at 
this  one! 


High-Grade  1799  BB-158  Dollar 


210  1799  BB-158,  B-16.  Rarity-2.  AU-58  (PCGS).  This  lovely 

piece  is  remarkable  for  its  AU-58  grade  but,  even  more  impor- 
tant, has  exceptional  eye  appeal.  Both  sides  are  lustrous  light  silver 
with  lilac  and  gray  toning.  The  striking  is  excellent,  yielding  more 
detail  than  normally  seen  on  a dollar  of  the  era.  A prime  attrac- 
tion, front  row  center  in  desirability. 


1799  BB-158  Dollar 


211  1799  BB-158,  B-16.  Rarity’-2.  EF-40,  or  so  in  grade,  but  with  a 

scratch  in  the  left  obverse  field,  mostly  hidden  by  the  toning  but 
necessary  to  mention.  The  patination  is  rich  silver,  blue,  and  lilac, 
with  the  higher  areas  of  the  portrait  being  golden  gray.  This  puce 
invites  inspection  before  bidding  to  accurately  determine  its  \ alue. 
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Important  1799  8X5  Stars  $1 
High-Grade  BB-159 


(2.\  photo) 

212  1799  BB-159,  B-23.  Rarity-4.  AU-55  (NGC).  With  the  curi- 

oii'i  star  arrangement,  quite  unbalanced,  of  eight  stars  to  the  left, 
and  five  to  the  right,  this  dollar  has  long  been  a landmark  in  the 
early  series.  Listed  in  the  Giiitie  Book  of  United  States  Coins  and  else- 
where, the  BB-159  is  on  many  want  lists.  Most  do  not  compare  to 
the  present  piece  in  quality,  this  coin  being  exceptional.  The  ob- 
verse IS  boldly  struck,  yielding  a three  dimensional  affect,  high- 
lighted by  silver  gray  toning  against  lighter  areas.  Dentils  around 
the  border  are  prominent  and  complete.  The  reverse  is  similarly 
notable,  very  vsell  struck,  with  all  detail  discernible,  including  the 
ni>t  often  seen  top  leathers  of  the  eagle,  all  of  the  star  elements, 
and  the  features  of  the  clouds.  Again,  the  dentils  are  prominent. 

fi>  -.cc  this . om  IS  to  love  it.  We  recommend  this  to  the  Con- 
nor, .eur.  I pii  i e that  will  be  long  appreciated  and  treasured. 


Another  1799  BB-159  Dollar 

Stars  8X5 


213  1799  BB-159,  B-23.  Rarity-4.  VF-35  (PCGS).  Another  ex- 

ample of  this  popular  variety,  the  present  piece  is  VF-35  and  is 
more  in  keeping  with  the  grade  typically  seen.  Both  obverse  and 
reverse  are  fairly  well  struck,  with  good  dentils  and  other  details, 
less  an  allowance,  of  course,  for  normal  wear.  The  toning  on  both 
sides  is  medium  gray  with  some  areas  of  gold.  An  attractive  ex- 
ample of  this  ever  popular  variety. 


Key  1799  BB-168  Dollar 


214  1799  BB-168,  B-22.  Rarity-5.  VF-35  (NGC).  Another  scarce 

1799  dollar  is  here  offered,  the  key  BB-168  (B-22).  Obverse  and 
reverse  are  toned  deep  gray  with  lighter  gray  and  lilac  motifs  and 
legends.  Across  the  reverse  is  the  prominent  bisecting  break,  trade- 
mark of  this  variety,  one  of  the  most  dramatic  in  the  early  series,  and 
one  of  the  most  readily  identifiable  of  all  scarcer  varieties.  One  might 
think  this  would  have  precipitated  discarding  the  die,  but  several 
were  struck  by  this  die  regardless  of  the  dramatic  break.  The  tv^pical 
die  state  seen  with  a crack  connecting  stars  11,  12  and  13  on  the 
obverse.  A highly  sought  after  variety. 

From  the  Miller  Collection. 
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Scarce  1800  BB-193  Dollar 


215  1800  BB-193,  B-13.  Rarity-4.  EF-40  (NGC).  Vledium  gray 

toning  in  the  fields  and  lighter  gray  motifs  and  lettering  give  this 
coin  an  attractive  example  within  its  grade.  The  BB-193  (B-13)  is 
somewhat  elusive.  Beyond  that,  the  1800  as  a date  is  less  often 
seen  than  the  two  years  before  it. 

Reverse  with  clash  marks  at  the  upper  right,  most  prominent  at  OF. 


Scarce  1801  BB-211  Dollar 


216  1801  BB-211,  B-1.  Rarity-3.  AU-53  (NGC).  A pleasing  ex- 

ample of  the  somewhat  scarce  1801  BB-211  (B-1)  dollar.  The  ton- 
ing is  light  medium  gray  on  both  sides,  with  some  lighter  areas  on 
the  reverse.  As  a date  the  1801  is  fairly  scarce. 


Lustrous  1802/1  Overdate  $1 

Exceptional  Quality  BB-232 


217  1802/1  BB-232,  B-4.  Rarity-4.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Within  the 

population  of  known  examples  of  BB-232  this  coin  owns  high 
marks,  being  somewhat  conservatively  graded  at  EF-45  (we  wish 
that  all  were  so  conservative!)  The  obverse  and  reverse  are  well 
struck  and  display  much  lustre.  The  color  is  silver  at  the  center, 
changing  to  gold  and  blue  at  the  borders.  It  earns  high  marks  for 
its  eye  appeal,  perhaps  even  more  important. 


Affordable  1802/1  Dollar 

Rare  BB-235 


218  1802/1  BB-235,  B-9.  Rarity-6.  F-12  (PCGS).  The  BB-235  (B- 

9)  variety  is  among  the  rarest  in  our  current  presentation,  a variety 
whose  Condition  Census  reaches  only  to  EF,  with  most  known 
pieces  being  VF,  or  so.  However,  survivors  are  few,  and  any  offering 
is  an  important  one.  The  presently  offered  coin  is  pleasing  to  the 
eye,  light  silver  gray  with  a hint  of  rose  and  gold  on  the  high  points. 
Struck  on  a nice  planchet.  A few  rim  marks  are  seen,  as  are  light 
hairlines  which  are  typical  on  early  dollars.  Opportunities  to  acquire 
an  example  of  BB-235  are  infrequent,  and  tliis  is  a very  respectable 
example  that  is  worthy  of  careful  consideration  by  the  variety  spe- 
cialist. An  early  state  of  the  dies. 


( 
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Pleasing  1802  BB-241  Dollar 


(2x  photo) 

219  1802  BB-241,  B-6.  Rarity-1.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Among  later  sil- 

ver dollars  the  1513-241  (B-6)  is  one  of  the  more  available  issues. 
And  yet,  in  comparison  to  dates  of  the  late  18th  century,  dollars 
dated  1802  are  tairly  elusive.  The  present  coin  is  very  attractive, 
exhibiting  remarkable  sharpness  of  strike,  and  in  a grade  high 
enough  to  obtain  much  original  lustre.  The  fields  on  both  sides 
are  predominately  medium  gray  and  gunmetal-blue,  with  hints  of 
magenta  and  gold.  A nice  coin  for  the  date,  variety,  or  type. 


Lustrous  1802  BB-241  Dollar 


(2x  photo) 

220  1802  BB-241,  B-6.  Rarity-1.  AU-58  (NGC).  Another  example 

of  this  popular  late  issue,  the  present  piece  is  lighter  in  overall  color 
than  the  preceding,  with  medium  to  light  gray  surfaces  interspersed 
with  light  gold.  Much  lustre  still  remains.  Similar  to  the  preced- 
ing, it  is  quite  well  struck,  with  excellent  detail.  The  overall  aes- 
thetic appeal  is  considerably  finer  than  typically  seen. 
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I Lustrous  1803  BB-255  Dollar 

j Large  3 in  Date 


(2x  photo) 

221  1803  Large  3.  BB-255,  B-6.  Rarity-2.  AU-58  (NGC).  A high- 

grade  specimen  with  much  original  lustre  remaining  in  the  fields, 
including  prominently  on  the  obverse.  Medium  silver  and  laven- 
der surfaces.  Fairly  well  struck,  and  on  a nice  planchet,  this  piece  is 
sure  to  please  the  dollar  enthusiast. 

From  the  Richmond  Collection. 


1803  BB-255  Dollar 


222  1803  Large  3.  BB-255,  B-6.  Rarity-2.  VF-35  (PCGS).  A me- 

dium gray  specimen  of  the  1803  BB-255  (B-6)  dollar,  this  example 
is  at  once  attractive  and  affordable.  The  surfaces  on  both  sides  are 
medium  gray  and  of  pleasing  aspect.  The  planchet  is  without  flaw. 
A definitive  example  of  the  assigned  grade. 

Affordable  1803  BB-255  Dollar 


223  1803  Large  3.  BB-255,  B-6.  Rarity-2.  F-15  (PCGS).  Graded 

as  F-15  by  PCGS,  this  is  an  affordable  example  of  the  last  readily 
collectible  year  among  early  dollars.  Both  sides  are  toned  medium 
gray,  with  some  lilac  and  blue.  Fairly  well  struck  on  a problem- 
free  planchet. 
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Scarce  1803  BB-256  Dollar 


224  1803  Small  3.  BB-256,  B-3.  Rarity-6.  EF-45  (PCGS).  A nice 

example  of  the  1803  BB-256,  with  the  small  digit  3 in  the  date, 
somewhat  scarcer  than  the  large  3 style.  Light  to  medium  gray  ton- 
ing on  both  sides  with  hints  of  silvery  lustre  and  faint  gold  toning 
among  the  letters  and  stars.  Very  well  struck  and  of  excellent  overall 
appearance.  The  Bowers  Census  of  notable  pieces  includes  the  1 1 
finest  reported  at  the  time  that  reference  was  published  in  1993, 
these  range  in  graded  from  MS-60  to  Fine-15.  The  present  EF-45 
thus  comfortably  reaches  the  Condition  Census.  Though  Bolender 
noted  that  this  variety  is  typically  weak  at  the  reverse  center,  the 
present  example  offers  nice  detail.  Only  one  Die  State  is  reported. 

This  represents  the  last  dated  year  of  the  early  silver  dollars.  By  this  time  most 
coins  were  exported,  somewhat  contrary  to  the  expectation  that  the  Philadelphia 
Mint,  instituted  in  1792,  would  in  time  fill  the  channels  of  domestic  commerce 
with  copper,  silver,  and  gold  coins  for  use  in  every  day  trade — replacing  the  Span- 
ish-American  pieces  that  predominated  for  higher  values.  This  did  not  happen, 
and  by  1803  many  of  the  pieces  in  precious  metals  had  been  exported.  Regarding 
silver  dollars,  it  is  hkely  that  they  went  to  the  far  reaches  of  the  world,  to  the  An- 
tipodes, where  many  if  not  most  were  melted.  Fortunately  for  numismatic  pros- 
perity, more  than  just  a few  were  circulated  in  the  Caribbean  Sea  area,  the  West 
Indies,  where  they  became  a staple  in  trade.  Likely,  most  pieces  seen  today  in  grades 
such  as  VG,  Fine,  and  VF  acquired  wear  in  that  warm  clime.  Later,  many  were 
repatriated.  Specific  information  concerning  the  use  of  early  silver  dollars  is  very 
difTicult  to  find,  and  some  inferences  must  be  made,  but  this  seems  to  be  the  gen- 
eral scenario. 

After  1803  the  half  dollar  became  the  largest  circulating  federal  coin,  as  a re- 
sult, production  was  stepped  up  considerably,  and  many  were  produced,  particu- 
larly of  the  Capped  Bust  type  1807-1836,  thereby  in  time  creating  a numismatic 
playground. 

When  numismatics  became  a popular  hobby  this  whole  thing  became  appar- 
ent and  on  the  American  scene,  beginning  in  a lai^e  way  in  1857  and  accelerating 
through  the  next  several  years,  early  dollars  were  highly  prized.  The  1804  was  the 
most  famous,  tbllowed  by  the  1794.  Other  issues,  generally  available  and  dated 
1795-1803,  were  .ividly  collected.  The  popular  term  to  designate  them  was,  the 
"Dollars  of  our  Daddies,"  a phrase  that  caught  on  and  was  used  in  many  newspa- 
per articles  of  the  era  as  well  as  in  occasional  numismatic  mentions.  Years  later, 
when  Morgan  silver  dollars  were  introduced  in  1878,  the  term  was  revived  to  refer 
to  Ltbtrtf  Sfiiled  dollars,  which  had  not  been  seen  in  circulation  for  a long  time  (not 
since  1849,  after  which  most  were  melted  or  exported). 


Mint  State  1842  Silver  Dollar 


225  1842  MS-63  (PCGS).  A pleasing  example  within  the  MS-63  cat- 

egory. Medium  lilac,  gray,  and  gold  toning  over  seemingly  lus- 
trous surfaces.  About  typical  strike.  An  interesting  piece  that  prob- 
ably came  from  an  old-time  collection. 

Mint  State  1842  Silver  $1 


226  1842  MS-62  (PCGS).  Mainly  brilliant  with  strong  lustre  and  sub- 

dued golden  tones.  Largely  prooflike  in  the  fields.  Despite  a touch 
of  weakness  here  and  there,  the  overall  sharpness  is  well  above  av- 
erage for  the  date.  A few  stray  marks  account  for  the  grade,  though 
none  of  them  warrant  individual  attention  here.  All  things  con- 
sidered, you  probably  won’t  find  a finer  MS-62  1842  dollar  in  the 
marketplace  today — all  the  finer  examples  are  in  MS-63  holders! 

Circulated  Proof  1845  Dollar 


227  1845  Proof-55  (PCGS).  Struck  as  a Proof,  and  rare  as  such,  this 

1845  Liberty  Seated  dollar  was  probably  spent  in  an  era  in  which 
such  pieces  had  little  numismatic  value.  After  a year  or  two  or  throe 
of  circulation  it  was  retrieved,  or  saved  in  some  other  w.iy.  Tod.tv 
the  piece  exhibits  original  Proof  surfaces  in  protected  areas,  fric- 
tion elsewhere.  Among  Liberty  Seated  dollars  the  1845  is  one  ot 
the  scarcer  dates. 

I’CGS  PopuLitioii;  2;  7 finer  (l‘mof-(i4  fmc't). 
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Splendid  1850  Silver  Dollar 
Prooflike  Character 


(2x  photo) 


228  1850  MS-62  (NGC).  The  1850  silver  dollar  is  rare  in  any  and  all 

grades,  predictably,  as  only  7,500  were  struck.  The  present  piece  is 
a delight  to  view,  having  a needle-sharp  strike  and  deep  prooflike 
surfaces.  Indeed,  the  obverse,  viewed  on  its  own,  quite  resembles 
a full  Proof  The  reverse  is  highly  prooflike,  but  not  mistaken  for  a 
Proof  category,  as  numerous  diagonal  die  striae  are  seen  from  the 
preparation  process.  A few  scattered  marks  can  be  observed  here 
and  there  and  are  not  distracting.  Light  toning  over  silver  surfaces 
gives  this  rarity  a special  beauty.  The  coin  is  incredibly  appealing. 
We  are  confident  that  its  next  owner  will  consider  it  to  be  a great 
prize. 

NCiC  Census:  .5;  5 finer  (MS-64  finest). 


High-Grade  1850-0  Dollar 


229  1850-0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Deep  gray,  blue,  and  magenta  toning 

with  some  lighter  areas  among  the  letters.  A fairly  high  grade  in 
the  context  of  New  Orleans  Mint  silver  dollars  of  this  year,  as  most 
others  show  more  wear.  Scarce  and  always  in  demand. 

Marvelous  1857  Silver  Dollar 

Satiny  Circulation  Strike 


230  1857  MS-64  (NGC).  Simply  marvelous  to  behold  is  this  1857 

silver  dollar,  certified  at  MS-64,  standing  among  the  finest  to  be 
viewed  by  NGC.  However,  as  interesting  as  that  may  be,  the  ap- 
peal is  far  beyond  that — with  extraordinary  aesthetic  quality  con- 
fronting the  viewer.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  satiny  lustrous 
silver  with  just  a hint  of  toning.  The  strike  is  about  typical  for  1857, 
with  some  lightness  at  the  stars.  99%  of  remaining  1857  silver  dol- 
lars are  this  way;  we  once  thought  that  they  all  were  until  David 
W.  Akers  showed  us  an  exception.  On  both  sides  some  die  prepa- 
ration striae  can  be  seen. 

Nearly  all  1857  dollars  were  used  in  the  China  trade,  primarily 
through  the  port  of  Canton.  Although  94,000  were  struck,  far  fewer 
than  1%  survive  today. 
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Superb  1860  Liberty  Seated  Dollar 


231  1860  MS-64  (PCGS).  Absolutely  superb  in  its  appearance  is  this 

1860  Liberty  Seated  dollar,  with  rich  satiny  lustre,  sharply  struck 
features,  and  everything  else  desirable.  A few  surface  marks  are 
seen  here  and  there  and  account  for  the  grade.  At  this  level  the 
1860  Liberty  Seated  dollar  is  tar  rarer  than  an  equivalent  Proof 
For  the  specialist  this  represents  an  exceedingly  important  oppor- 
tunity, one  not  likely  to  be  repeated  for  a long  time. 

Although  the  mintage  of  this  issue  was  fairly  extensive,  these  were  made  as 
trade  coins  and  nearly  all  were  shipped  to  China.  Not  a single  coin  circulated 
domestically. 


Choice  Proof  1861  Dollar 


234  1861  Proof-63  (NGC).  A lovely  specimen  that  traces  its  pedigree 

to  the  Share  Collection.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  of  light  silver 
color  with  light  golden  toning  with  suggestions  of  blue  and  ma- 
genta. The  striking  is  sharp,  and  the  overall  appearance  is  quite  nice. 

Although  1 ,000  pieces  were  reported  to  have  been  minted  of 
the  Proof  1861  dollar,  likely  nowhere  near  this  number  actually 
saw  distribution,  as  examples  are  elusive  today.  High-grade  circu- 
lation strikes  are  nearly  impossible  to  find,  placing  strong  demand 
on  Proofs  such  as  this. 

From  the  Share  Collection. 


232  1860-0  MS-60  (PCGS).  Light  gray  and  iridescent  toning  over 
satiny  lustrous  surfaces.  Popular  New  Orleans  issue. 

233  1860-0  AU-58  (NGC).  Medium  gray  toning  with  some  hints  of 
blue  over  lustrous  fields  and  well-struck  devices. 


Incredible  1861  Silver  Dollar 

The  Childs  Specimen 


235  1861  MS-64  (PCGS).  This  lovely  specimen,  deeply  and  richly 

lustrous  with  splashes  of  golden,  blue,  and  lilac  toning,  traces  its 
pedigree  to  the  Childs  Collection,  a marvelous  holding  gathered 
by  Walter  Childs,  a connoisseur  par  excellance  who  resided  in 
Brattleboro,  Vermont,  later  relocating  to  Chicago. 

While  Proofs  of  this  date  were  sold  at  a premium  to  collectors 
and  were  deliberately  saved,  this  was  not  true  of  circulation  strikes. 
In  1861  the  77,500  silver  dollars  struck  for  circulation  were  made 
specifically  to  the  order  of  depositors  ofbullion,  and  were  shipped 
overseas  where  they  were  valued  for  their  metallic  content.  More 
than  a dollar’s  worth  of  silver  was  needed  to  make  such  pieces,  and 
at  the  other  end  of  the  exchange  they  were  valued  at  the  proper 
bullion  worth.  The  vast  majority  seem  to  have  gone  to  China,  par- 
ticularly the  port  of  Canton,  from  which  point  they  were  tran- 
shipped to  Calcutta,  India,  and  reduced  to  silver  bullion.  Scarcely 
any  escaped.  Today  the  1861  circulation  strike  dollar  is  very  scarce 
in  all  grades,  and  in  choice  Mint  State  it  is  so  rare  that  years  m.iv 
pass  between  opportunities  to  offer  one  at  auction.  The  present 
coin,  combining  extraordinary  high  qualit)-,  a great  pedigree,  and 
unquestioned  rarity,  will  be  a great  attraetion  at  the  sale. 

FCCiS  1’opiil.itioii:  20;  .S  finer  (MS-(iS  finest). 

From  Bouvrf  and  Icrena 's  sale  of  the  ( Ihilds  ( lollation, . 1 u\;ust  I 
Lot  4H2. 
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Splendid  Proof  1862  Dollar 

Among  Finest  Certified 


236  1862  Proof-64  Cameo  (PCGS).  Rare  and  beautiful  to  behold, 

this  brilliant  Proof  1862  dollar  will  be  a fine  addition  to  a special- 
ized set  of  Liberty  Seated  dollars  or  will  serve  equally  well  for  in- 
clusion in  a type  set.  As  is  true  of  a number  of  other  dollars  of  this 
era,  the  1862  is  doubly  rare — as  a Proof  and  as  a circulation  strike. 
When  you  consider  the  elements  of  beauty  and  rarity  we  believe 
you’ll  agree  that  a significant  opportunity  is  presented. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  2 finer  (Proof-65  Cameo  finest). 


Rare  1863  Liberty  Seated  Dollar 
Choice  Proof 


237  1863  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A lovely  Proof  with  light  gray  and  gold 

toning,  somewhat  mottled.  Deep  mirror  surfaces.  A splendid 
specimen  of  an  issue  which  is  desirable  both  as  a date  and  also  in 
Proof  format.  The  present  market  value  is  much  less  than  a simi- 
lar piece  would  have  sold  for  years  ago,  thus  perhaps  indicating 
an  opportunity. 


Notable  1863  $1  Rarity 
Among  Finest  Seen 


(2x  photo) 

238  1863  MS-64  (PCGS).  In  choice  Mint  State  as  here,  the  1863  Lib- 

erty Seated  dollar  is  a notable  rarity,  far  eclipsing  a Proof  with  a 
comparable  numerical  listing.  For  the  Liberty'  Seated  dollar  spe- 
cialist who  collects  both  Proof  and  circulation  strikes — considered 
to  be  tw'o  different  production  varieties  within  the  same  date — 
this  is  a special  find.  The  striking  is  excellent  and  everything  else  is 
in  good  order.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  show  vertical  (nearly)  par- 
allel die  striation  marks  from  the  finishing  process,  common  to  all 
high-grade  circulation  strikes,  and  probably  not  worthy  of  notice 
here.  Choice  for  the  assigned  grade. 

PCGS  Population;  9;  4 finer  {MS-67  finest). 
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Gem  Proof  1865  Dollar 


Another  Rare  Proof  1865  Dollar 


240  1865  Proof-64  Cameo  (NGC).  Another  example  of  the  scarce 

1865  Proof  dollar,  the  present  piece  has  a different  appearance, 
with  medium  gray  toning,  with  some  hints  of  magenta,  over  mir- 
rored surfaces.  Patination  was  acquired  over  a period  of  genera- 
tions. The  rarity  is  unquestioned,  and  the  eye  appeal  is  consider- 
able, yielding  a coin  well  worth  owning. 


(2.\  photo) 

239  1865  Proof-65  LTltra  Cameo  (NGC).  A splendid  specimen,  bril- 

liant with  frostv'  devices  and  inscriptions  in  contrast,  this  piece  will 
fill  the  bill  exactly  for  a date  set  or  for  a type  collection.  This  rep- 
resents the  last  regular  year  without  the  motto  on  the  reverse. 

Only  500  Proots  were  minted  this  year,  a very  small  amount. 
Some  of  those  have  disappeared  or  have  been  damaged,  with  the 
result  that  relatively  tew  survive  in  gem  preservation  today.  Or- 
dering Proof  coins  was  a very  complicated  procedure  back  in  1865, 
as  the  Philadelphia  Mint  would  not  accept  Legal  Tender  paper 
money  at  par.  Those  desiring  sets  had  to  go  to  an  exchange  broker, 
trade  paper  money  for  coins  at  a premium,  then  send  the  coins  to 
the  Philadelphia  Mint. 

N(;('  Census:  I;  6 finer  (I’roof-66  finest). 
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Superb  Gem  Proof  1866  Dollar 
Notable  Obverse  Die 
Top  NGC  Census 


(2x  photo) 


241  1866  Motto.  Proof-66  Cameo  (NGC).  A superb  specimen,  this 

coin  checks  in  at  the  very  top  of  the  NGC  Census,  one  ofjust  two 
at  the  Proof-66  level,  none  finer.  Our  auction  director,  John  Pack, 
consummate  student  of  the  famous  1866  Without  Motto  silver  dol- 
lar rarity,  of  which  of  only  two  are  known,  studied  the  obverse  of 
this  piece  and  found  that  it  is  from  the  identical  die.  Logical  enough, 
to  be  sure,  but  here  confirmed. 

The  present  silver  dollar,  with  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST,  repre- 
sents the  first  appearance  of  that  inscription  on  a regular  silver  coin 
at  this  denomination.  The  motifs  and  inscriptions  are  frosty,  set 
against  deep  mirror  fields.  The  coin  is  about  in  the  same  grade  as  it 
was  when  first  minted. 

NCiC  Census:  2;  none  finer. 


Choice  Proof  1866  Dollar 

First  Year  With  Motto 


242  1866  Motto.  Proof-64  (NGC).  A splendid  Proof  of  the  first  year 

with  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST,  this  specimen  displays  medium  gold 
toning  at  the  centers  changing  to  vivid  electric  blue  and  gold  at  the 
borders,  these  hues  characterizing  the  obverse.  The  reverse  is  me- 
dium gold  with  some  areas  of  magenta  and,  at  the  border,  tinges  of 
blue. 


Choice  Cameo  Proof  1866  With  Motto  $1 


243  1866  Motto.  Proof-63  Cameo  (PCGS).  Bright  and  frosty  cen- 

ters blend  outwardly  to  deep  rose  and  electric  blue  iridescence. 
One  of  725  Proof  silver  dollars  struck  in  1866,  the  first  date  in  the 
denomination  to  enjoy  the  presence  of  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  as 
part  of  the  reverse  design.  A popular  type  that  always  sees  great 
demand  in  choice  or  gem  Proof  condition. 

Two  1866  Proof  silver  dollars  widiout  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  on  the  re- 
verse were  struck,  probably  at  a slightly  later  date  than  1866,  and  no  doubt  for 
“friends”  of  the  Mint,  as  was  the  clandestine  custom  during  the  era — many  of 
today's  greatest  rarities  in  U.S.  coinage  are  products  of  such  Mint  shenanigans. 
Regarding  the  two  known  1866  No  Motto  dollars,  one  was  stolen  from  the 
duPont  family  in  1967,  and  was  recovered  through  the  efi’orts  of  ANR  m 2004 
and  returned  to  the  family,  who  in  turn  loaned  the  coin  to  the  ANA  museum  in 
Colorado  Springs.  The  second  e.xample  was  recently  sold  by  ANR  for  the  grand 
sum  of  $1,050,000  plus  15%,  for  a total  price  of  $1,207,500.  The  sale  of  that 
specimen  was  important  for  several  reasons,  among  those  the  fact  that  it  was  the 
first  coin  in  several  years  to  bring  SI  million  at  auction  before  the  15'Mi  buyer's 
fee  was  factored  in;  it  was  the  first  coin  of  the  new  year,  2005,  to  hit  the  SI 
million  mark;  it  is  a record  price  for  a silver  dollar  other  than  an  1804;  and  also 
because  it  was  the  first  (but  certainly  not  the  last)  $1  million  coin  we  at  ANR 
have  had  the  pleasure  of  selling,  a fact  that  w^e  are  justifiably  proud  of 
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Superb  Gem  Proof  1867  Dollar 

High  Condition  Census 


(2x  photo) 

244  1867  Proof-66  (NGC).  Another  incredible  Liberty  Seated  dol- 

lar. this  piece  is  brilliant  with  a hint  of  champagne  toning.  Similar 
to  other  Proofs  of  this  decade,  the  1867  is  scarce.  The  original 
mintage  was  just  625,  from  which  relatively  few  exist  at  this  grade 
level.  Indeed,  this  is  among  the  top  four  graded  by  NGC. 

NCiC  Census;  3;  1 finer  (Proof-68). 


The  Jewell  Cctllection 


1867  Circulation  Strike  Rarity 

High  NGC  Census 


(2.x  photo) 

245  1867  MS-65  (NGC).  Medium  but  intense  golden  toning  at  the 

center  changes  to  iridescence  at  the  borders.  The  surfaces  are  some- 
what prooflike.  Some  light  striking  is  seen  on  certain  of  the  stars. 
In  circulation  strike  form  the  1867  at  this  level  is  significantly  rarer 
than  an  equivalent  Proof  As  indicated  by  the  numbers,  it  has  rela- 
tively few  peers  in  terms  of  examples  seen  by  NGC. 

NGC  Census:  4;  none  finer. 

From  the  La  Jolla  Collection. 
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Prooflike  1868  Dollar 
Rare  Circulation  Strike 


246  1868  MS-63  PL  (ANACS).  This  is  another  Liberty  Seated  dollar  that 

is  far  more  elusive  as  a high-grade  Mint  State  example  than  in  Proof 
format.  The  present  coin  is  brilliant,  highly  prootlike  and  very  attrac- 
tive. Another  rare  find  for  the  specialist  in  the  Liberty  Seated  series. 


Gem  Proof  1869  Dollar 


247  1869  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A nice  specimen  with  mottled  lilac  and 

gray  toning,  natural  (not  artificial),  no  doubt  acquired  from  being 
carefully  kept  over  many  years  in  an  old-time  collecrion.  Of  the  1869 
dollar  just  600  Proofs  were  struck,  of  which  the  present  piece  must  be 
in  the  top  five  to  10  percent  quahty  wise  in  terms  of  survivors  today. 
Forming  a collection  of  truly  choice  Liberty  Seated  dollars  is  not  easy 
to  do,  and  thus  a piece  such  as  this  MU  be  highly  appreciated. 


Ever-Popular  1870-CC  Dollar 

Lustrous  AU 


i 248  1870-CC  AU-58  (NGC).  The  1870-CC  dollar,  which  exists  in 

several  die  varieties  (delineated  in  Dave  Bowers’  1993  study.  Silver 
Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A Complete  Encyclopedia, 
and  elsewhere,  notably  in  the  Gobrccht Journal ),  has  long  been  on 
the  list  of  fivorites.  This  issue  is  from  the  first  year  of  operation  of 
the  Carson  City  Mint  and,  among  Liberty  Seated  dollars,  is  the 


only  one  of  the  several  varieties  that  is  readily  collectible  (the  1 872- 
CC  being  significantly  scarcer,  1871 -CC  scarcer  yet,  and  the  1873- 
CC  notable  for  its  rarity). 

The  piece  offered  here  is  light  silver  with  golden  and  gray  ton- 
ing. The  overall  eye  appeal  is  excellent.  This  will  be  just  right  for 
the  specialist,  who  will  no  doubt  have  to  engage  in  a bit  of  compe- 
tition in  order  to  take  it  home. 


Important  1871-CC  Dollar 

AU-55  Grade 


(2x  photo) 

249  1871-CC  AU-55  (PCGS).  Among  Carson  City  silver  dollars,  the  rar- 

est is  the  1873-CC,  followed  by  the  variets'  offered  here,  the  1871-CC. 
just  1,376  were  minted,  and  most  have  disappeared  in  the  meanrime. 

This  specimen  offers  a mixture  of  gray  and  light  gold  toning 
over  surfaces  that  retain  considerable  lustre.  For  the  Libern-  Seated 
specialist  this  will  be  an  important  opportunit\',  a rare  prize. 

I’CCiS  Population:  (i:  .t  finer  (MS-64  fincv) 
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Key  1871-CC  Dollar 

Only  1,376  Struck 


(2x  photo) 

250  1871-CC  AU-55  (NGC).  A lovely  example,  among  the  top  10 

certified  by  NGC,  of  the  highly  important  1871-CC  dollar.This 
ranks  as  the  second  rarest  of  all  Carson  City  dollars,  exceeded  only 
by  the  1873-CC.  Both  sides  are  attractive  bright  silver  gray.  The 
mmtmark  and  other  features  are  well  defined. 

N(;C  Census:  .t;  7 finer  (MS-64  finest). 

From  the  Lit  Jolla  Collection. 


Rare  1872-CC  Dollar 


251  1872-CC  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light  silver  surfaces  on  most  areas  with 

deep  gray  around  the  designs,  yielding  a Florentine  effect.  Seem- 
ingly lightly  cleaned  a long  time  ago,  with  the  darker  areas  remain- 
ing from  the  original  surface.  That  said,  the  coin  is  sharp,  attrac- 
tive in  its  context,  and  unquestionably  rare.  In  the  roster  of  Car- 
son  City  silver  dollars  the  1872-CC  falls  in  step  behind  the  lead- 
ers, 1873-CC  and  1871-CC,  but  is  ahead  of  1870-CC  and  all  of 
the  Morgan  issues. 

Splendid  Proof  1873  Dollar 

Last  Year  of  the  Series 


252  1873  Liberty  Seated.  Proof-64  (NGC).  A splendid  Proof  ex- 

ample, brilliant  with  evenly  distributed  gold  toning  on  obverse 
and  reverse.  A very  appealing  example  of  the  last  year  of  the  Lib- 
erty Seated  dollar,  a date  for  which  just  600  Proofs  were  struck. 

Another  Rare  Proof  1873  Dollar 


253  1873  Liberty  Seated.  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Nice  things  often  come 

in  pairs  in  ANR  sales,  and  here  we  go.  The  present  coin  is  another 
nice  example  of  the  last  year  of  issue,  certamlv  pleasing  at  the  Proot- 
62  level.  The  surfaces  are  silver  on  both  sides  with  a nice  frame  or 
halo  of  gold  around  the  border. 
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MORGAN  DOLLARS 

In  American  numismatics  the  series  of  Morgan  silver  dollars  1878-1921 
is  among  the  most  popular.  Indeed,  for  high-quality  coins  of  the  19th  cen- 
tury, such  pieces  are  far  and  away  the  most  avidly  collected.  Although  many 
examples  exist,  nearly  100  major  varieties,  hundreds  of  thousands  of  nu- 
mismatists seek  them,  and  in  context  many  coins  are  quite  scarce. 

Our  presentation  of  Morgan  silver  dollars  is  indeed  notable  and  con- 
tains just  about  everything  from  A to  Z.  Standing  tall  and  proud  over  all 
others  is  a simply  magnificent,  breathtaking  1893-S,  tied  for  the  very  fin- 
est known  and,  who  knows,  perhaps  even  finer  than  its  single  PCGS  com- 
petitor. This,  indeed,  is  a Morgan  dollar  for  the  ages. 

While  for  the  majority  ofbidders  a certification  number  may  stand  alone, 
connoisseurs  wiU  want  to  single  out  the  particularly  nice  examples  and  per- 
haps bid  more  aggressively  for  them.  Quality  never  goes  out  of  style. 

A nice  adjunct  to  enjoying  the  series  is  Dave  Bowers’  The  Official  Red 
Book  of  United  States  Morgan  Silver  Dollars,  available  from  us  for  $16.95  (or- 
der separately  from  your  bid  sheet)  or  from  your  local  coin  dealer. 


254  1878  8 Tailfeathers.  MS-65  (NGC).  Bright  and  lustrous  with 

rich  golden  halos  at  the  rims. 


255  Quintette  of  Morgan  dollars  grading  MS-62  (NGC):  ☆ 1878 

8 Tailfeathers.  Lustrous  with  lightly  frosted  motifs  and  a whisper 
of  gold  at  the  rims  ☆ 1880-CC  8 Over  Low  7,  3rd  Reverse.  Satiny 
with  lightly  frosted  motifs  ☆ 1885-S.  Lustrous  with  a whisper  of 
delicate  silver  gray  ☆ 1891-0.  Lustrous  with  splashes  of  faint  gold 
and  gray,  minute  spotting  noted  ☆ 1892-0.  Satiny  silver  gray  sur- 
faces. (Total:  5 pieces) 


Partial  Set  of  Morgan  Dollars 

256  Partial  set  of  Morgan  dollars:  ☆ 1878  8 Tailfeathers.  AU-5(), 
cleaned  ☆ 1878  Repunched  Tailfeathers  (7/8  variety).  “Weak.” 
AU-55  ☆ 1878  7 Tailfeathers.  MS-60  ☆ 1878-S  AU-50  ☆ 1879 
MS-62  ☆ 1879-0  AU-58  ☆ 1879-S  3rd  Reverse.  MS-62  ☆ 1880 
AU-58  ☆ 1880-0  MS-60,  cleaned  ☆ 1880-S  MS-62  ☆ 1881  MS- 
61  ☆ 1881-0  AU-55  ☆ 1881-S  MS-60,  cleaned  ☆ 1882  MS-61  ☆ 
1882-0  MS-61  ☆ 1882-S  MS-61  ☆ 1883  MS-62  ☆ 1883-0  AU- 
58,  cleaned  ☆ 1883-S  AU-5()  ☆ 1884  MS-63  ☆ 1884-0  AU-55, 
cleaned  ☆ 1885  MS-61  ☆ 1885-0  MS-62  ☆ 1885-S  MS-60, 
dipped,  graffiti  ☆ 1886  AU-58  ☆ 1886-S  AU-55  ☆ 1887  MS-60 
☆ 1887-0  MS-60  ☆ 1887-S  AU-5()  ☆ 1888  AU-55  ☆ 1888-0 
MS-61  ☆ 1888-S  AU-58,  dipped  ☆ 1889  MS-61  ☆ 1889-0  AU- 
55  ☆ 1889-S  AU-58  ☆ 1890  MS-62  ☆ 1890-CC  AU-55  ☆ 1890- 
O MS-62,  dipped  ☆ 1890-S  AU-55  ☆ 1891  AU-50,  dipped  ☆ 
1891-0  AU-55  ☆ 1891-S  AU-.50  ☆ 1892  AU-55  ☆ 1892-0  MS- 

61  ☆ 1893  EF-45  ☆ 1894-0  EF-45  ☆ 1894-S  EF-45  ☆ 1896  MS- 

62  ☆ 1896-0  AU-55  ☆ 1897  MS-6()  ☆ 1897-0  AU-55  ☆ 1897- 


S AU-50  if  1898  AU-50  1898-0  MS-62,  light  brush  marks  "ii 

1898-S  AU-58  ☆ 1899  AU-55  ☆ 1899-0  MS-61  ☆ 1899-S  AU- 
58  ☆ 1900  MS-63  ☆ 1900-0  AU-58  ☆ 1900-S  EF-45  ☆ 1901-0 
MS-61  ☆ 1901-S  AU-50  ☆ 1902  AU-50  ☆ 1902-0  AU-55  ☆ 
1902-S  EF-40  ☆ 1903  MS-60  ☆ 1903-0  MS-64  ☆ 1904  AU-50 
☆ 1904-0  MS-60  ☆ 1904-S  EF-45  ☆ 1921  MS-61  ☆ 1921-D 
AU-58  ☆ 1921 -S  MS-62,  brushed.  Housed  in  two  “Shield  Inter- 
cept” folders.  A decent  group  overall.  (Total:  74  pieces) 


Gem  1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers  $1 


257  1878  7/8  Tailfeathers.  VAM-33.  MS-65  (NGC).  A splendid 
specimen  high  in  grade  for  this  VAM-33  variety,  and  delightful  in 
toning.  The  obverse  is  medium  gray  with  splashes  of  lilac,  blue, 
and  magenta,  while  the  reverse  is  a veritable  rainbow. 

NGC  Census:  3;  none  finer  (VAM-33  only). 

258  Quintette  of  silver  dollars  grading  MS-62  (NGC):  ☆ 1878 
Doubled  Tailfeathers.  Lustrous  with  golden  toning  at  the  rims  ☆ 
1884-CC.  Lustrous  ☆ 1890-CC.  Satiny  silver  gray  ☆ 1892.  Satiny 
golden  gray  ☆ 1904.  Soft  silver  gray  surfaces.  (Total:  5 pieces) 

High-Grade  1878  Morgan  Dollar 
7TF,  Reverse  of  1878 


259  1878  7 Tailfeathers.  2nd  Reverse.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant, 

well  struck,  and  highly  prooflike,  although,  curiously,  not  as- 
signed a prooflike  designation  on  the  holder.  Among  pieces  that 
have  come  under  the  view  of  the  experts  at  NGC,  only  one  has 
been  graded  finer,  with  only  12  others  at  the  present  level.  Con- 
sidering that  hundreds  of  thousands  of  numismatists  enjoy  silver 
dollars,  in  the  context  of  the  series  the  present  piece  is  a signifi- 
cant rarity.  Beyond  all  of  this  commentary,  the  piece  has  tremen- 
dous eye  appeal.  Specialists  and  connoisseurs  will  want  to  take 
special  note. 

NGC  Census:  13;  1 finer  (MS-66*). 
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260  1878  7 Tailfeathers,  2nd  Reverse  MS-65  (PCGS).  Satiny  and 

lustrous  pale  champagne  surfaces  with  some  deeper  highlights  at 
the  rims. 


261  1878  7 Tailfeathers,  2nd  Reverse.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Splendid 
lilac,  blue,  and  magenta  toning  over  satiny  surfaces.  A very  excit- 
ing possibihty  for  the  speciaUst  who  enjoys  beautifully  toned  Mor- 
gan dollars,  the  more  vivid  the  better. 

262  Half  dozen  silver  dollars  grading  MS-64  (PCGS):  ☆ 1878  7 
Tailfeathers,  2nd  Reverse.  ☆ 1878  7 Tailfeathers,  3rd  Reverse  ☆ 
1889-0  ☆ 1896  ☆ 1899-S  ☆ 1904-0.  All  are  lustrous  and  attrac- 
tive with  a couple  of  pieces  having  golden  toning  at  the  rims.  (To- 
tal: 6 pieces) 


263  1878-CC  MS-65  PL  (PCGS).  A visually  exciting  coin  with  frosty 

pale  silver  devices  surrounded  by  richly  toned  lilac  and  violet  mir- 
ror fields. 


Lustrous  Gem  1878-CC  Morgan  $1 


264  1878-CC  MS-65  (PCI) . Bright  and  frosty  with  strong  lustre.  The 

devices  show  a touch  more  frost  than  the  satiny  fields,  imparting 
an  impressive  look  to  this  gem  from  the  first  year  of  Morgan  dollar 
coinage. 


265  1878-CC  MS-64  DMPL  (PCI).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  deep  mir- 

rors and  modestly  frosted  devices  form  a pleasing  cameo  on  this 
attractive  Carson  City  dollar. 


266  1878-CC  MS-63  PL.  Deep  gold  and  crimson  halos  surround  the 
centers,  with  frosty  motifs  and  reflective  fields  adding  a touch  of 
cameo  contrast  to  the  mix.  Some  faint  obverse  hairlines  and  a spot 
or  two  of  cloudiness  contribute  to  our  grade  assessment.  A pretty 
coin  despite  a few  minor  shortcomings — take  a look  and  judge  for 
yourself] 

267  Quartette  of  silver  dollars  grading  MS-63  (NGC):  ☆ 1878- 
CC.  Satiny  silver  gray  ☆ 1885-CC.  Satiny  lustre  with  golden  high- 
lights ☆ 1889-S.  Lustrous  silver  gray  ☆ HOl-S.  Lustrous  golden 
gray.  (Total:  4 pieces) 

268  Pair  ofNGC-certified  silver  dollars:  ☆ 1878-CC  MS-62.  Lus- 
trous ☆ 1882-CC  MS-65.  Lustrous  with  lightly  frosted  motifs  with 
a hint  of  gold.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

Both  from  the  I-itzt^rold  Collection. 
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269  Quartette  of  Mint  State  Morgan  dollars:  ☆ 1878-CC  MS-62. 
Satiny  lustre  ☆ 1882-0  MS-63.  Lustrous  with  splashes  of  faint 
golden  rose  ☆ 1885-CC  MS-63.  Satiny  with  traces  of  faint  gold  ☆ 
1890  MS-63  PL.  Mirror  fields  with  lightly  frosted  motifs,  small 
rim  bump  noted  at  9:30  on  the  obverse.  (Total:  4 pieces) 

270  Quintette  of  Carson  City  dollars:  ☆ 1878-CC  AU-55.  Golden 
gray  surfaces  ☆ 1882-CC  AU-50.  Delicate  toning  over  both  sur- 
faces ☆ 1885-CC  AU-58.  Delicate  golden  gray  ☆ 1891-CC  AU- 
58.  Lightly  cleaned  at  one  time  ☆ 1892-CC  ALJ-50.  Harshly 
cleaned  long  ago.  (Total:  5 pieces) 

Notable  1878-S  Dollar 

Among  Finest  Certified 


271  1878-S  MS-67  (NGC).  This  dollar  checks  in  as  one  of  the  very 

finest  certified  by  NGC.  However,  the  MS-67  designation  will 
probably  yield  in  consequence  to  its  absolutely  gorgeous  toning, 
splashes  of  light  brown,  gold,  and  magenta  on  the  obverse,  vivid 
blue  and  gold  on  the  reverse,  over  lustrous  surfaces.  Whatever  value 
this  might  have  as  a high  population  piece  number-wise  will  be 
taken  a step  further  because  of  the  memorable  eye  appeal. 

NGC  Census:  19;  1 finer  (MS-67i:ir). 

Superb  Gem  1878-S  Dollar 


272  1878-S  MS-67  (ICG).  A splendid  specimen  with  satiny  surfaces, 
somewhat  prooflike,  particularly  on  the  reverse.  A pleasing  coin 
graded  by  ICG,  the  most  recent  entry  among  the  leading  grading 
services. 

273  1878-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck,  brilliant,  and  somewhat 
prooflike.  In  fact,  this  could  be  called  DPL  without  much  fear  of 
contradiction.  A pleasing  example  of  the  first  year  of  the  Morgan 
design. 


274  Trio  of  silver  dollars  grading  MS-65  ★ (NGC) : ☆ 1 878-S.  Mir- 
rored obverse,  satiny  reverse  with  splashes  of  faint  silver  gray  ☆ 
1880-S  (2).  Reflective  obverse  field  with  lightly  frosted  motif,  re- 
verse with  satiny  lustre;  one  somewhat  reflective,  lightly  frosted 
motifs  with  a crescent  of  iridescent  blue,  rose,  and  gold  on  the 
obverse,  reverse  crescent  toning  of  iridescent  gold.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

275  Trio  of  silver  dollars  grading  MS-65  (NGC):  ☆ 1878-S.  Lus- 
trous with  bright  iridescent  yellow,  rose,  blue-green,  orange,  and 
magenta  on  the  obverse,  reverse  with  bright  iridescent  gold,  rose, 
lavender,  green-blue  ☆ 1882-0.  Lovely  rainbow  iridescence  on 
the  obverse,  the  reverse  with  splashes  of  gold  and  blue  at  the  pe- 
riphery ☆ 1883-CC.  Rainbow  iridescence  on  the  obverse  with 
splashes  of  mottled  bluish  gray  and  gold  at  the  reverse  periphery. 
(Total:  3 pieces) 

276  Quartette  of  silver  dollars  grading  MS-65  (NGC):  ☆ 1878-S. 
The  obverse  is  deep  rich  iridescent  magenta,  rose,  blue-green,  and 
gold  over  reflective  surfaces,  while  the  reverse  is  prooflike  with 
lightly  frosted  devices  ☆ 1882-S.  Iridescent  rose,  gold,  blue-green, 
and  gray  on  the  obverse,  reverse  with  gold,  rose,  blue,  and  gray  at 
the  periphery  ☆ 1899-0.  The  obverse  is  pale  rose  with  splashes  of 
blue,  the  reverse  is  frosty  gray-rose  and  green-blue  over  lustrous 
surfaces  ☆ 1904-0.  Rainbow  iridescence  on  the  obverse,  reverse 
is  satiny.  (Total:  4 pieces) 

277  Trio  of  silver  dollars  grading  MS-65:  ☆ 1878-S  (PCGS).  VAM- 
6.  Doubled  Motto.  Lustrous  with  minute  spotting  noted  under 
magnification  ☆ 1887  (NGC).  VAM-12.  Doubled  Die  Obverse. 
“Gator  eye.”  Satiny  with  a splash  of  golden  iridescence  on  the  ob- 
verse, reverse  with  a splash  of  gold  at  the  rim  and  minor  speckling 

☆ 1888  (NGC).  VAM-llA.  Doubled  Die  Obverse.  Satiny  golden 
gray.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

278  Sextette  of  Morgan  dollars  grading  MS-64  (NGC):  ☆ 

1878-S.  Lustrous  with  a whisper  of  rose  ☆ 1 883 . Satiny  lustre  with 
hints  of  delicate  toning  ☆ 1885.  Lustrous  silver  gray  with  a hint  of 
gold  ☆ 1903.  Satiny  surfaces  with  a hint  of  silver  gray  ☆ 1903-0. 
Brilliant  and  lustrous  ☆ 1921.  Lustrous  with  a whisper  of  golden 
gray.  (Total:  6 pieces) 

279  1879  MS-65  (NGC).  Frosty,  lustrous  pale  champagne  with  rich 
gold  and  orange  at  the  rims. 

280  Group  of  certified  silver  dollars:  ☆ 1879  MS-64  (ANACS). 
Lustrous  with  gold  toning  at  the  rims  ☆ 1880  MS-62  (PCI).  Lus- 
trous with  golden  highlights  ☆ 1880-0  MS-61  (NGC).  Lustrous 
with  a hint  of  rose-gray  ☆ 1886-0  MS-60  (NGC).  Soft  silver  gray 
surfaces  ☆ 1890-S.  MS-61  (NGC).  Soft  silver  gray  over  lustrous 
surfaces  ☆ 1891-CC  MS-61  (NGC).  Satiny  with  a whisper  of  gold 

☆ 1897  MS-60  (NGC).  Frosty  silver  gray  ☆ 1902  MS-61  (NGC). 
Golden  rose  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1921-D  Morgan.  MS-61  (NGC). 
Lustrous  with  golden  gray  at  the  devices  ☆ 1921  Peace.  AU-58 
(NGC).  Lustrous  golden  surfaces  ☆ 1922-D  AU-58  (NGC).  Lus- 
trous rose-gold  surfaces  ☆ 1926-D  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous  with 
delicate  gold  ☆ 1935  MS-61  (NGC).  Delicate  satiny  gold  surfaces. 
(Total:  13  pieces) 

281  1879-CC  Repunched  Mintmark.  AU-55.  Light  silver  surfaces 
from  light  cleaning.  Nicely  struck,  and  with  the  mintmark  very 
bold. 
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Gem  Mint  State  1879-CC  Morgan  $1 

“Normal”  Mintmark  Variety 


(2x  photo) 

282  1879-CC  Normal  Mintmark.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Deep  and  var- 

ied hues  ot'gold  and  peach  grace  the  frosty,  lustrous  obverse,  while 
the  reverse  is  chietly  brilliant.  A popular  and  desirable  Morgan 
dollar  rarity  from  the  Carson  City  Mint,  a date  that  is  second  in 
rarity  to  only  the  1889-CC  dollar  where  Carson  City  “cartwheels” 
arc  concerned.  Further,  just  two  examples  of  the  date  have  been 
certified  finer  than  the  present  gem  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  71;  2 finer  within  the  designation  (both  MS-66). 


Gem  Uncirculated  1879-0  Morgan  $1 


283  1879-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  exemplary  gem  example  of  the 
date — frosty,  lustrous,  brilliant,  and  sharply  struck  as  well.  Gem 
quality  all  the  way!  Fewer  than  10  examples  of  the  date  have  been 
certified  finer  than  this  gorgeous  gem,  all  ot  those  called  MS-66 — 
at  MS-65,  as  here,  you  are  definitely  bidding  on  one  of  the  finest 
certified  examples  of  the  date  currently  available. 

PCGS  Population:  153;  9 finer  within  the  designation  (all  MS-66). 

284  Dozen  Morgan  silver  dollars  grading  MS-63  (NGC):  ☆ 1879- 
O.  Lustrous  ☆ 1881.  Satiny  with  golden  toning  at  the  devices  ☆ 
1882.  Frosty  golden  orange  with  splashes  of  frosty  bluish  gray  ☆ 
1882-0.  Lustrous  with  hints  of  gold  ☆ 1883-0.  Reflective  with 
golden  highlights  on  both  sides  ☆ 1888-0.  Satiny  with  delicate 
rose-gold  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1897-S.  Soft  silver  gray  ☆ 1898. 
Lustrous  with  traces  of  gold  at  the  rims  ☆ 1898-0.  Satiny  with 
delicate  rose-gray  surfaces  ☆ 1900.  Silver  gray  with  hints  of  rose  ☆ 
1900-0.  Satiny  lustre  ☆ 1921-S.  Lustrous  yellow  gold  surfaces. 
(Total:  12  pieces) 

High-Grade  1879-S  Rarity 

Reverse  of  1878 


285  1879-S  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-65  (PCGS).  The  1879-S  with  the 

reverse  of  1878,  distinguished  by  having  a parallel  top  arrow  feather 
on  the  reverse,  is  much  more  elusive  than  generally  appreciated. 
In  comparison  to  the  regular  issues  with  the  reverse  of  1879  (with 
slanting  top  arrow  feather),  at  the  present  level  the  1879-S  is  hun- 
dreds of  times  rarer.  Granted,  it  is  not  a distinct  date  and  mintmark 
variety,  but  the  reverse  is  sufficiently  different  that  this  is  a must- 
have  for  advanced  collections.  The  market  differential  is  not  in 
step  with  the  actual  availability,  yielding  an  opportunity. 

The  present  coin  displays  mottled  light  brown  toning  with 
splashes  ot  blue,  over  rich  silver  surfaces.  The  striking  is  excellent. 
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286  Quartette  of  PCGS-certified  Morgan  and  Peace  dollars:  ☆ 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-63  ☆ 1899-0  MS-65  ☆ 1904  MS- 
63  ☆ 1921  Peace.  MS-62.  A nice  group,  all  with  varying  degrees 
of  gentle  toning  highlights.  (Total;  4 pieces) 


9 287  1879-S  3rd  Reverse.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck,  brilliant. 


and  well  worth  owning.  A splendid  example  of  this  popular  and 
plentiful  variety. 


K 288  1879-S  3rd  Reverse.  MS-67  (NGC).  Another  brilliant  example, 

highly  proofhke,  of  this  popular  and  plentiful  Morgan  dollar  variety. 


i 289 


290 


1879-S  3rd  Reverse.  MS-67  (NGC).  Well  struck  and  in  excep- 
tional condition,  this  piece  is  at  once  in  an  elegant  state  of  preser- 
vation and  also  affordable,  the  last  because  so  many  of  them  sur- 
vive. Such  pieces  never  go  out  of  style. 

Quartette  of  NGC-certified  silver  dollars:  ☆ 1879-S  3rd  Re- 
verse. MS-65.  Lustrous  with  lightly  frosted  devices  ☆ 1880-S  MS- 
66.  Lustrous  with  a splash  of  deep  rich  rose  at  the  obverse  periph- 
ery ☆ 1881-S  MS-65.  Satiny  lustre  with  faint  rose-gray  at  the  pe- 
ripheries ☆ 1882-S  MS-65.  Lustrous  whth  a trace  of  delicate  ton- 
ing. (Total:  4 pieces) 


291  Trio  of  silver  dollars  grading  MS-65  (PCGS):  ☆ 1879-S  3rd 
Reverse.  Lustrous.  Iridescent  gold,  rose,  and  blue-green  on  the 
obverse,  reverse  is  somewhat  reflective  with  splashes  of  frost  ☆ 
1881-S.  Lustrous  with  bright  iridescent  sea  green  and  rose  on  the 
obverse,  reverse  with  faint  rose  at  the  devices  ☆ 1884-0.  Lovely 
rich  rainbow  toning  on  the  obverse,  reverse  with  a crescent  of  rain- 
bow toning.  (Total:  3 pieces) 


Gem  Proof  1880  Dollar 
Old-Time  Toning 


292  1880  Proof-65  (NGC).  A splendid  example,  no  doubt  from  an 
old-time  collection,  with  lovely  lilac  and  gray  toning  at  the  cen- 
ters, changing  to  gunmetal-blue  at  the  borders.  Here  is  a piece 
that  has  never  been  dipped  or  “improved.”  Quality  such  as  this  is 
elusive  today. 

293  Quintette  ofsilver  dollars  grading  MS-65  (ANACS):  ☆ 1880. 
Lustrous  with  mottled  iridescent  blue  and  rose-gray  at  the  obverse 
center  with  iridescent  rainbow  toning  at  the  periphery,  reverse 
with  iridescent  rainbow  at  the  periphery  ☆ 1882.  Satiny  with  pale 
rose,  greenish  blue,  and  golden  orange  on  the  upper  half  of  the 
obverse,  reverse  with  pale  golden  and  bluish  gray  at  the  periphery 
☆ 1883.  Deep  rich  rose  and  blue-green  on  the  obverse,  reverse 
soft  silver  gray  with  golden  toning  at  the  rim  ☆ 1898.  Lustrous 
with  splashes  of  golden  and  blue  toning  at  the  rim,  reverse  soft 
golden  rose  ☆ 1899.  Satiny  silver  gray  with  splashes  of  golden  ton- 
ing on  both  surfaces.  (Total:  5 pieces) 

294  Trio  of  NGC-certified  silver  dollars:  ☆ 1880  MS-64.  Lovely 
iridescent  rose,  blue,  and  lilac  on  both  surfaces  ☆ 1881  MS-64. 
Lustrous  with  rings  of  lilac-gray,  blue-green,  and  golden  orange  at 
the  peripheries,  the  centers  are  lustrous  ☆ 1885  MS-64^.  The 
obverse  with  lovely  iridescent  rose,  gold,  and  blue-green  over  lus- 
trous surfaces.  The  reverse  is  lustrous  with  bright  golden  toning  at 
the  periphery.  (Total:  3 pieces) 
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Gem  1880/79-CC  Dollar 
2nd  Reverse 


295  1880-CC  80/79  2nd  Reverse.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A high-grade 

example  of  this  popular  issue,  with  very  fascinating  date  character- 
istics. Both  obverse  and  reverse  have  beautiful  satiny  surfaces,  the 
designs  and  figures  being  quite  frosty.  Just  right  for  an  advanced 
collection  of  Morgan  dollars. 


296  1880-CC  8 over  low  7,  Third  reverse.  MS-65  (PCGS).  One 

of  the  popular  overdates  from  the  year,  though  the  overdate  status 
is  not  noted  on  the  PCGS  holder.  Frosty  motifs  and  satiny  fields 
form  a modest  cameo  contrast  on  this  brilliant  gem. 

297  Quartette  of  Carson  City  dollars:  ☆ 1880-CC  8 over  high  7, 
3rd  Reverse.  MS-62.  Delicate  silver  gray  surfaces  with  whispers 
ofrose^t  1881-CC  MS-64  PL.  Reflective  fields  with  lightly  frosted 
devices  ☆ 1883-CC  MS-63.  Lustrous  with  traces  of  delicate  rose 
☆ 1884-CC  MS-62.  Satiny  silver  gray  surfaces.  (Total:  4 pieces) 


Memorable  Gem  1880-0  Silver  Dollar 

Top  NGC  Census 


(2x  photo) 

298  1880-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Although  some  other  1880-0  dollars 

have  been  certified  as  MS-65  by  NGC,  not  a single  finer  piece  has 
been  observed  by  that  grading  firm.  The  present  piece  is  further 
desirable,  in  addition  to  its  extraordinarily  high  grade,  for  the  elec- 
tric blue  toning  on  the  obverse,  with  some  splashes  of  magenta, 
yielding  an  artistic  effect.  The  reverse  is  mostly  brilliant  with  some 
gold  around  the  rims.  The  striking  is  quite  good,  significantly  above 
average  for  a New  Orleans  coin.  All  told  this  will  attract  a lot  ot 
attention  when  this  listing  appears  in  print,  no  doubt  with  bids 
coming  fast  and  furious  trom  every  direction. 

NGC  Census:  17;  none  finer. 


AMF-KICAN  NUMISMAI  IT  RARI  I Ii:S 


Ti  IE  Jewell  Cc:>llectic:)N 


59 


299  1880-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  A touch  of  pale  gold  and  rose  high- 

lights Miss  Liberty’s  cheek  on  this  lustrous  Morgan  dollar,  while 
the  top  of  the  reverse  explodes  in  a crescent  of  deep  blue,  rose, 
orange,  and  gold  iridescence.  Scarcer  in  choice  and  gem  Mint  State 
than  its  mintage  ofjust  over  5.3  million  pieces  indicates. 

“Everything”  1880-S  Dollar 


300  1880-S  MS-68  (ICG).  Sharply  struck,  brilliant,  lustrous,  attrac- 

tive, high  grade.  We  suppose  there  is  not  much  else  to  add! 

Superb  Gem  1880-S  Dollar 


301  1880-S  MS-67Tlr(NGC).  A lovely  example  of  this  otherwise  com- 

mon Morgan  dollar  date  and  mint  variety,  this  piece  displays  deli- 
cate iridescent  toning  on  the  obverse  and  full  silver  on  the  reverse. 
While  the  1880-S  is  hardly  rare,  this  one  is  very  beautiful,  and 
quite  affordable. 


Prooflike  1880-S  Dollar 
High  Condition  Census 


302  1880-S  MS-66  DMPL  (PCGS).  A lovely  prooflike,  indeed  deep 
mirror  prooflike,  dollar,  well  struck,  and  very  attractive.  With  only 
27  pieces  graded  finer  in  the  DMPL  category  by  PCGS,  this  piece 
is  a surefire  winner.  Beyond  that,  it  has  very  nice  eye  appeal,  im- 
portant in  any  and  all  numismatic  considerations,  but  perhaps  par- 
ticularly so  with  DMPL  coins,  for  some,  even  higher  grades,  have 
quite  a few  distracting  marks.  The  obverse  of  the  present  coin  shows 
light  golden  toning  with  some  splashes  of  iridescence  around  the 
border.  The  reverse  is  mostly  bright  silver. 

303  Half  dozen  silver  dollars  grading  MS-65  (NGC):  ☆ 1880-S. 
Lustrous  with  iridescent  blue-green,  rose,  gold  and  silver  gray  on 
the  obverse,  the  reverse  sunset  orange  ☆ 1885-0.  Lustrous  with 
splashes  of  iridescent  blue-green,  deep  rose,  and  orange  on  both 
surfaces  ☆ 1886.  Splashes  of  deep  rich  rose  and  iridescent  sea  green 
on  both  surfaces  ☆ 1888.  Blue-green  and  golden  toning  on  the 
obverse,  reverse  with  golden  and  blue  at  the  rim  ☆ 1896.  Pale  iri- 
descent rose,  orange,  and  blue-green  on  both  sides  ☆ 1925.  Frosty 
rose-gray  and  sky  blue  on  both  surfaces.  (Total;  6 pieces) 

304  Quintette  of  silver  dollars  grading  MS-65  (NGC):  ☆ 1880-S. 
Brilliant  and  lustrous  ☆ 1881-S.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  ☆ 1882-S. 
Brilliant  and  lustrous  ☆ 1884-0.  Lustrous  golden  toning  on  the 
obverse  with  a touch  at  the  reverse  rim  ☆ 1885-0.  Brilliant  and 
lustrous.  (Total:  5 pieces) 

All  from  the  Fitzgerald  Collection. 

305  Trio  of  branch  mint  silver  dollars  grading  MS-65  (NGC):  ☆ 

1880-S  ☆ 1882-S  ☆ 1883-0.  Each  is  lustrous  with  attractive  bright 
rainbow  iridescence  on  the  obverses,  bright  iridescent  gold  and 
blue  at  the  reverse  peripheries.  (Total:  3 pieces) 
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Superb  Gem  MS-67  1881-CC  Dollar 


308  1881-CC  MS-67  (NGC).  An  exceptional  specimen  of  the  popu- 

lar 1 88 1 -CC  dollar,  this  piece  is  brilliant,  lustrous,  and  above  aver- 
age in  strike.  In  the  roster  of  NGC  coins  it  stands  high,  with  some 
compatriots  at  the  MS-67  level,  but  only  three  finer.  Carson  City 
silver  dollars  are  among  the  most  highly  desired  of  all  American 
coins,  and  choice  pieces  always  play  to  a very  wide  audience. 


Memorable  Gem  1881  Dollar 

Extraordinary  Grade 


(2.x  photo) 

306  1881  Proof-68  (NGC).  Positioned  quite  close  to  the  top  of  the 
NGC  roster,  the  present  piece  is  among  the  finest  certified  by  that 
service.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  brilliant  whth  delicate  golden 
toning.  The  portrait  is  in  semi-cameo  contrast.  Morgan  silver  dol- 
lars of  this  qualirv’  are  few  and  far  between.  The  present  coin  will 
be  an  impressive  addition  to  an  exceptionally  fine  collection. 

NCiC  Census:  .S;  2 finer  (Proof-69  finest). 

307  Pair  of  silver  dollars  grading  MS-65  (NGC);  ☆ 1881.  Lustrous 
with  rich  rose  and  blue  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1888-0.  Iridescent 
sea  green  and  rose  on  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  is  lustrous 
with  yellow  toning  at  the  rim.  (Total;  2 pieces) 


Gem  Mint  State  1881-CC  $1 


309  1881-CC  MS-66  (NGC).  A lovely  satiny  gem  with  frosted  de- 
vices. Sharp  and  appealing.  Housed  in  a GSA  holder  and  certified 
by  NGC. 

310  1881-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  impressive,  fully  brilliant  and  fully 
frosty  gem,  with  some  pleasing,  though  light,  cameo  contrast. 

311  1881-CCMS-65  (NGC).  Frosty  lustre  over  both  surfaces.  Housed 
in  a GSA  holder  and  certified  by  NGC. 

312  Half  dozen  silver  dollars  grading  MS-64  (NGC):  ☆ 1881-CC 
☆ 1884-0  ☆ 1885-0  ☆ 1899-0  ☆ 1901-0  ☆ 1902-0.  All  are 
lustrous  and  attractive.  (Total:  6 pieces) 

313  Pair  of  Mint  State  silver  dollars:  ☆ 1881-CC  MS-64  (ICG). 
Satiny  lustre  with  lightly  frosted  devices  and  a whisper  of  gold  at 
the  rims  ☆ 1891-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Satiny  lustre  with  a splash  of 
rose-gold  on  the  reverse.  (Total:  2 pieces) 
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Finest  NGC  1881-0  Dollar 
Solo  MS-66  PL 


(2x  photo) 

314  1881-0  MS-66  PL  (NGC).  The  very  finest  prootlike  1881-0 

dollar  graded  by  NGC,  this  piece  is  listed  at  MS-66  PL,  with  no 
competition.  The  striking  is  excellent,  and  the  aesthetic  appear- 
ance follows  suit.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  brilliant  with  a hint 
of  toning  around  the  rims. 

N(;C  Census:  1;  none  finer. 


315  1881-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  intense  cartwheel 

lustre.  A tiny  toning  fleck  is  noted  beneath  Liberty’s  chin,  another 
is  noted  at  the  eagle’s  neck  on  the  reverse. 


316  Baker’s  dozen  of  Morgan  dollars  grading  MS-62  (NGC):  ☆ 

1881-0.  Lustrous  with  golden  and  blue  toning  at  the  rims^  1884. 
Satiny  with  splashes  of  pale  magenta  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1886. 
Lustrous  with  rich  blue-green,  magenta,  and  gold  at  the  obverse 
periphery,  golden  toning  at  the  reverse  periphery  ☆ 1887.  Satiny 
silver  gray  ☆ 1887-0.  Lustrous  ☆ 1887-S.  Silver  gray  with  golden 
toning  at  the  devices  ☆ 1888.  Satiny  lustre  ☆ 1889.  Satiny  lustre 
with  golden  toning  at  the  rims  ☆ 1890.  Satiny  lustre  with  hints  of 
gold  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1890-0.  Lustrous  golden  surfaces  ☆ 1891. 
Satiny  with  golden  toning  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1891-S.  Satiny  lus- 
tre with  a hint  of  gold  ☆ 1899.  Golden  toning  at  the  peripheries. 
(Total;  13  pieces) 


Superb  Gem  1881-S  Dollar 


317  1881-S  MS-68  (PCGS).  When  1881-Ssilverdollarsarediscussed, 
they’re  often  mentioned  as  being  very  plentiful  in  Mint  State  and 
also  well  struck  and  attractive.  Indeed,  if  someone  were  to  buy  but 
a single  Morgan  dollar  to  become  acquainted  with  the  series,  the 
1881-S  is  a likely  candidate.  Many  hundreds  of  thousands  exist  at 
choice  and  gem  levels.  However,  in  top  echelons  the  population 
thins  out,  like  the  tip  of  a pyramid.  Of  the  pieces  certified  by  the 
highly  esteemed  PCGS  company,  only  75  have  matched  this,  with 
just  two  finer.  At  the  risk  of  being  illogical  we  might  say  this  is  an 
uncommon  specimen  of  a common  variety. 

The  obverse  is  gorgeous,  with  light  golden  toning  accented 
with  splashes  of  magenta  and  blue.  The  reverse  is  brilliant. 

318  Pair  of  silver  dollars  grading  MS-66  (NGC):  H 1881-S. 
Mottled  iridescent  blue,  gold,  and  rose  on  the  obverse,  the  reverse 
with  splashes  of  golden  brown  ☆ 1882-S.  Splashes  ot  pale  irides- 
cent rose  and  lilac  over  lustrous  surfaces.  (Total:  2 pieces) 
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319  Quartette  of  silver  dollars  grading  MS-66  (NGC):  ☆ 1881-S 
☆ 1885  ☆ 1885-0  ☆ 1886.  Each  is  lustrous  and  attractive  with 
hints  of  delicate  toning.  (Total:  4 pieces) 

320  Sextette  of  silver  dollars  grading  MS-65  (NGC):  ☆ 1881-S. 
Deep  rich  frosty  rose  obverse,  reverse  with  just  a hint  of  faint  silver 
gray  ☆ 1882-S.  Golden  iridescence  over  lustrous  surfaces  ☆ 1885- 
O.  Mixture  of  iridescence  on  the  obverse,  reverse  with  faint  golden 
gray  ☆ 1887.  Bright  green-blue,  gold,  and  rose  on  the  obverse, 
reverse  with  gold,  rose,  and  blue  at  the  rim  ☆ 1888.  Iridescent 
gray  and  sunset  orange  on  both  surfaces  ☆ 1896.  Rich  rose-gray 
with  splashes  ofblue-green  on  the  obverse,  reverse  with  silver  gray 
and  orange.  (Total:  6 pieces) 


321  1882-CC  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  A mirrorlike  specimen.  Sur- 
face marks  can  be  a distraction,  but  the  reflectivity  is  a prime  at- 
traction, and  perhaps  the  two  balance.  The  reverse  shows  relatively 
few  marks  and  has  splendid  hght  golden  toning. 

322  1882-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny  surfaces.  Very 
attractive. 

323  1882-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Vivid  obverse  toning  highlights  in- 
clude gold,  orange,  violet,  rose,  and  electric  blue — to  name  just  a 
few  shades — while  the  reverse  is  fully  brilliant.  A lustrous  and  ap- 
pealing gem. 

324  Bair  of  silver  dollars  housed  in  GSA  holders:  ☆ 1882-CC  MS-62. 
Satiny  ☆ 1883-CC  MS-6L  Lustrous.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

325  1882-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck,  brilliant,  beautiful,  and 
worth  ow'ning! 

326  1882-0  MS-64  (ICG).  A brilliant  and  richly  lustrous  example. 
Somewhat  lightly  struck  at  the  centers,  this  being  normal  for  1882- 
O and  probably  not  worth  mentioning.  Overall  a splendid  example 
of  this  popular  date  and  mint. 


1882-O/S  Overmintmark 

Choice  Mint  State 


327  1882-0  O/S  MS-63  (NGC).  Obverse  with  lilac  and  golden  ton- 

ing. Reverse  mostly  brilliant.  About  typical  strike.  Popular  “over- 
mintmark” variety  showing  traces  of  an  earlier  S mintmark  under 
the  final  O. 

Mirrorlike  1882-S  Dollar 

Top  Condition  Census 


328  1882-S  MS-66  DMPL  (PCGS).  This  mirrorlike  1882-S  dollar 
is  at  the  top  of  the  census  for  PCGS  DMPL  coins,  with  a few  oth- 
ers joining  in,  but  none  higher.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  mir- 
rorlike, the  obverse  particularly  so  and  closely  resembling  a Proof 
The  reverse  has  a few  areas  of  what  we  might  call  semi-lustre,  but 
still  passes  PCGS  inspection.  A few  surface  marks  are  seen  here 
and  there,  typical  of  DMPL,  for  the  mirror  surfaces  keep  no  se- 
crets when  they  come  into  contact  with  other  coins.  The  striking 
is  quite  good  and  the  overall  aspect  is  pleasing. 

PCGS  Population:  8;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 

329  1883-CC  MS-66  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  a whisper  of  frost  at  the 
devices.  Obverse  crescent  toning  of  iridescent  orange,  rose  and 
blue,  the  reverse  is  brilliant  and  lustrous.  Housed  in  a GSA  holder 
and  certified  by  NGC. 
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Shimmering  1883-CC  Dollar 


330  1883-CC  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Classified  as  DMPL  by  PCGS, 

this  piece  indeed  has  deeply  mirrored  prooflike  surfaces,  highly 
polished,  and  very  beautiful  to  observe.  A few  tiny  contact  marks 
are  seen,  this  in  keeping  with  the  MS-66  level. 

More  than  any  other  19th-century  series,  Morgan  dollars  are  in  the  focal  point 
of  collecting  interest.  Our  present  sale  has  an  exceptionally  wide  offering  of  inter- 
esting and  beautiful  pieces. 


Deeply  Mirrored  1883-CC  $1 


331  1883-CC  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  This  lovely  1883-CC  dollar 
has  deeply  mirrored  surfaces  as  classified  by  PCCS.  The  portrait 
and  devices  are  frosty.  In  terms  of  the  DMPL  classification,  this 
piece  has  especially  nice  eye  appeal,  a piece  well  worth  seeking. 

332  Pair  ofsilver  dollars  grading  MS-65  (NGC):  ☆ 1883-CC.  Sat- 
iny lustre  ☆ 1884-CC.  Satiny  with  a splash  of  golden  toning  at  the 
obverse  rim.  Each  is  housed  in  a CS  A holder  and  certified  by  NCC. 
(Total:  2 pieces) 

333  Quartette  ofsilver  dollars  grading  MS-63:  ☆ 1883-CC.  Sat- 
iny lustre  with  hints  of  faint  gold  ☆ 1885-S.  Somewhat  reflective 
fields  with  frosty  devices  ☆ 1899.  Lustrous  pale  gold  with  rich 
orange-gold  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1902.  Lustrous  silver  gray  with 
deep  rich  gold  at  the  peripheries.  (Total:  4 pieces) 

334  1883-0  MS-65  (NCC).  Intense  bursts  of  neon  blue  and  rose  vie 
for  dominance  on  the  obverse  of  this  lustrous  and  satiny  gem,  while 
the  reverse  is  fully  brilliant. 

335  1883-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Vividly  toned  on  the  obverse  in  shades  of 
violet,  blue,  and  deep  rose,  while  the  reverse  of  this  highly  lus- 
trous gem  is  fully  brilliant. 


336  1883-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Enticing  heady  splashes  of  rich  neon  blue 
mingle  with  equally  impressive  blasts  of  lilac,  gold,  and  sea  green 
on  the  obverse,  while  the  fully  brilliant  reverse  earns  kudos  of  its 
own.  Lovely,  indeed! 

337  1883-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Incredibly  deep  blue,  rose,  orange,  and 
violet  iridescence  explodes  on  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  re- 
tains its  fully  brilliant  dignity.  Highly  lustrous,  and  decidedly  choice 
for  the  grade. 


Choice  MS-64  1883-S  $1 


338  1883-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and  fully  brilliant  with 

a faint,  even  sheen  of  champagne  toning  on  both  sides.  Nicely 
struck  in  all  quarters.  One  of  “those”  dates  in  the  Morgan  dollar 
series;  despite  its  mintage  of  6.25  million  pieces,  choice  and  gem 
Mint  State  examples  come  but  few  and  far  between  to  today’s  col- 
lectors. Indeed,  PCGS  has  certified  just  18  examples  of  the  date 
finer  than  the  MS-64  grade  accorded  this  specimen — once  you 
get  above  MS-64,  the  population  of  available  1883-S  Morgan  dol- 
lars dwindles  dramatically.  Perhaps  a choice  MS-64  example  such 
as  this  is  the  right  move  to  make! 


A Second  Choice  Uncirculated  1883-S  $1 


339  1883-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  and  highly  lustrous,  a truly 

lovely  example  of  the  date  and  grade  combination.  Highly  elusive 
so  fine. 
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Lustrous  1883-S  Dollar 


340  1883-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A deeply  lustrous  example  of  the  scarce 

1883-S,  this  coin  has  light  brown  toning  on  the  obverse  and  is 
nearly  fully  brdliant  on  the  reverse.  The  1883-S  is  fairly  scarce  in 
Mint  State,  and  in  levels  above  MS-63  becomes  very  expensive. 
The  presently  offered  coin  has  a lot  to  recommend  itself — much 
value  for  the  money. 


341  1883-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous,  and  beautiful.  An  excellent 
representative  of  the  MS-62  category,  just  a whisper  away  from 
MS-63,  and  seemingly  offering  a great  value  in  relation  to  today’s 
market  prices. 

342  Quartette  of  silver  dollars  grading  MS-65  (PCGS):  ☆ 1884. 
Satiny  lustre  with  a splash  of  pale  magenta  on  the  reverse  ☆ 1897. 
Satiny  silver  gray  surfaces  ☆ 1902.  Lustrous  with  faint  speckling 
on  both  surfaces  ☆ 1903.  Lustrous  golden  gray.  (Total:  4 pieces) 

343  1884  MS-64  (SEGS).  Brilliant  with  prooflike  surfaces  as  noted. 
Light  golden  toning. 


344  1884-CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  Not  rare,  but  certainly  beautiful  is 

this  1884-CC  in  the  rather  elegant  grade  of  MS-66.  The  present 
piece  IS  also  sharply  struck  (not  unusual)  and  has  superb  eye  ap- 
peal. A splendid  coin  for  the  connoisseur. 


345  1884-CC  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Reflective  fields  and  frosted 

motifs  come  to  life  on  this  fully  brilliant  and  highly  lustrous  Car- 
son  City  Morgan  dollar. 


346  1884-CC  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  This  lovely  DMPL  dollar  is 

beautiful  to  behold,  attractive,  and  with  frosty  contrast.  A few  marks 
are  seen,  consistent  with  the  assigned  grade. 


347  1884-0  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  highly  prooflike. 
Delicate  golden  toning.  Nicely  struck. 

348  1884-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Vivid  gold  and  olive  toning  adds  an  air  of 
exhilaration  to  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  explodes  with  full 
mint  brilliance. 

349  1884-0  MS-63  (NGC).  The  lustrous,  deeply  toned  obverse  is  alive 
with  gold  and  blue  hues,  while  the  equally  lustrous  reverse  is  fully 
brilliant. 


Mint  State  1884-S  Morgan  $1  Rarity 


350  1884-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Fullybrilliantandhighly  lustrous,  a pleas- 

ing Mint  State  coin  without  breaks  in  the  lustre  on  the  high 
points — many  of  tod.iy’s  Mint  State  1884-S  dollars  exhibit  some 
degree  of  “cabinet  friction.”  Another  date  from  the  San  Francisco 
Mint  that  is  incredibly  elusive  in  true  Mint  State,  this  despite  a 
fairly  sizeable  mintage  of  3.2  million  coins.  The  vast  m,iioritv  of 
the  issue  went  into  commerce  without  special  fanfare,  and  bv  the 
time  collectors  began  to  seek  out  branch  iiiint  coins  at  the  turn  s't 
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the  2()th  century,  the  only  available  1H84-S  dollars  in  Mint  State 
were  those  that  had  fortuitously  escaped  circulation  for  one  reason 
or  another.  Today,  in  the  21st  century,  no  hoards  or  small  groups 
have  come  out  of  the  woodwork,  so  to  speak,  for  decades,  and  the 
date  is  still  a prominent  rarity  within  the  Morgan  dollar  series. 
The  present  coin  is  absolutely  choice  for  the  grade,  and  we  suspect 
bidding  activity  will  prove  to  be  nothing  short  of  furious  when 
this  one  crosses  the  auction  block. 

351  Quartette  of  silver  dollars  grading  AU-55:  ☆ 1884-S.  Lus- 
trous ☆ 1886-0.  Cleaned  ☆ 1896-S.  Cleaned  ☆ 1901.  Cleaned. 
(Total:  4 pieces) 

Superb  Gem  1885  Morgan  Dollar 
“NGC  Census:  2;  None  Finer” 


352  1885  MS-68  (NGC).  Intense  cartwheel  lustre  glides  luxuriously 

across  the  satiny,  brilliant  surfaces  of  this  lively  gem  Morgan  dol- 
lar. A satiny  and  impressive  coin  that  “takes  the  cake”  where  eye 
appeal  is  concerned.  Its  physical  quality  stands  at  the  top  of  the 
class  for  the  date  in  the  eyes  of  NGC — this  beauty  is  one  of  just 
two  1885  Morgan  dollars  called  MS-68  by  that  firm,  with  none 
graded  finer! 

NGC  Census:  2;  none  finer. 

DMPL  1885  Dollar 


353  1885  MS-66  DMPL  (PCGS).  A splendid  specimen  in  DMPL., 

Not  a Proof,  but  as  about  as  close  as  one  can  come  to  Proof  with- 
out actually  being  one!  There  are  subtle  differences  particularly 
very  slightly  “graininess”  or  “semi-lustre”  observed  when  the  coin 
is  held  at  a certain  angle  to  light.  Moreover,  a technical  inspection 
of  the  dies  reveals  some  slight  differences.  Well  struck  and  very 
attractive.  It  is  quite  fascinating  that  specialists  collect  Proofs  and 
DMPL  coins  from  the  Philadelphia  Mint  in  parallel,  with  differ- 
ent degrees  of  rarity  and  widely  different  values  for  each  category. 

I’CCiS  Population:  .52;  1 finer  witliin  the  designation  (MS-67). 


354  1885  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  quite  attractive.  On 
this  particular  example  surface  marks  are  not  as  distracting  as  they 
are  on  some  certified  at  this  level.  As  is  the  case  with  all  pieces 
certified  DMPL,  the  knowing  buyer  would  do  well  to  examine 
pieces  in  person. 

This  prompts  us  to  suggest  that  having  a trustworthy  dealer  or  collector 
represent  you  at  the  sale,  typically  paying  a fee  (usually  5%)  for  the  privilege  can 
be  quite  worthwhile.  Such  a person  can  be  your  eyes  and,  if  he  or  she  knows 
your  preferences,  can  transmit  to  you  sentiments  regarding  observable  differ- 
ences. As  all  sales  to  floor  bidders  are  final,  arrangements  with  bidding  agents 
have  to  be  absolute,  as  their  judgment  must  be  relied  on  completely,  without 
consideration  once  you  actually  receive  the  coin.  These  are  the  rules  of  engage- 
ment of  agents,  and  are  usually  known  but  not  often  discussed  in  print. 

355  Quartette  of  Morgan  dollars  grading  MS-65  (NGC)  ☆ 1885 
DPL.  Billion  Collection  Label.  Reflective  with  a splash  of  pale 
golden  toning  on  the  obverse,  reverse  with  splashes  of  iridescent 
blue  and  golden  orange  at  the  periphery  ☆ 1902-0  PL.  Mottled 
golden  brown  with  splashes  of  blue  over  reflective  surfaces  ☆ 1904- 
O DPL.  Reflective  with  splashes  of  rich  rose  and  blue  at  the  ob- 
verse periphery,  the  reverse  is  reflective  with  golden  toning  at  the 
rim  ☆ 1921  PL.  Splashes  of  mottled  gray  over  reflective  gold  sur- 
faces. (Total:  4 pieces) 


356  1885  MS-65  (NGC).  Vivid  blue,  gold,  and  iridescent  toning  over 
lustrous  surfaces. 

357  Trio  of  silver  dollars  grading  MS-65  (NGC):  ☆ 1885  ☆ 1887  ☆ 
1896.  Each  with  rich  iridescent  gold,  rose,  lilac,  blue-green,  and 
green-blue  on  the  obverse,  and  with  splashes  of  gold,  blue,  and  rich 
rose  at  the  reverse  rims.  A very  attractive  trio.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

Sparkling  Gem  1885-CC  Morgan  SI 


358  1885-CC  MS-67  (NGC).  A frosty  gem  of  the  finest  order,  a \a- 

sual  treasure  from  the  Carson  City  Mint.  Bright  and  broadly  sweep- 
ing lustre  enhances  the  satiny  fields  and  lightly  frosted  motifs. 
Sharply  struck.  One  glance  should  suffice  to  tell  you  why  only  a 
half  dozen  examples  of  the  date  have  been  graded  finer  than  this 
beauty  by  NCC! 

NCiC:  Census:  25;  6 finer  (.ill  MS-68). 
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Lovely  DMPL  1885-CC  $1 
PCGS  MS-65  DMPL 


359  1885-CC  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  A visually  appealing  gem  with 

satiny,  reflective  fields  and  heavily  frosted  motifs  that  sport  a nu- 
ance of  faint  champagne  toning.  One  ofjust  228,000  Morgan  dol- 
lars struck  of  the  date,  the  lowest  Morgan  dollar  production  figure 
from  the  active  years  of  the  Carson  City  Mint  (1878-85,  and  1889- 
93).  Lovely,  and  worthy  of  serious  attention  as  such. 


360  1885-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Heavy  lustre  swells  beneath  the  even 

pale  golden  obverse  highlights,  the  whole  bolstered  by  a splash  of 
rainbow  brightness  at  the  lower  left;  the  reverse  is  of  nearly  full 
brilliance  with  an  area  of  rainbow  iridescence  at  the  top. 

Deeply  Mirrored  1885-0  $1 


361  1885-0  MS-66  DMPL  (PCGS).  Among  the  DMPL  pieces  we 

have  seen  in  the  market  in  recent  times  this  coin  e.xhibits  an  espe- 
cially generous  measure  of  old-fashioned  eye  appeal — a frosted 
portrait  against  mirror  fields,  with  just  a tiny  hint  of  champagne 
toning.  To  see  this  beauty  is  to  want  to  own  it.  While  there  are  27 
different  certification  emits  in  the  PCGS  register  (representing  who 
knows  how  many  different  coins),  and  one  finer,  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  theorize  a more  beautiful  specimen. 

i’(  CiS  I’opuljtion:  27;  I finer  within  the  designation  (MS-67). 


362  1885-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Vibrant  sea  green  and  gold  highlights  grace 
the  obverse,  a nice  counterbalance  to  the  fully  brilliant  reverse. 

363  Quintette  of  silver  dollars  grading  MS-65  (NGC):  ☆ 1885- 
O.  Lustrous  silver  gray  with  splashes  of  pale  iridescent  orange  and 
gray  on  both  surfaces  ☆ 1887.  Lustrous  with  pale  golden  high- 
lights ☆ 1889.  Lustrous  ☆ 1900.  Frosty  silver  gray  with  orange 
and  rose  highlights  ☆ 1900-0.  Satiny  lustre.  (Total:  5 pieces) 

364  1885-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Incredible  shades  of  bold  orange,  blue, 
crimson,  sea  green,  and  gold  spring  to  fiery  life  on  the  lustrous 
obverse,  while  the  satiny  reverse  exhibits  a fiery  brilliance  all  its 
own. 


365  1885-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Glorious  splashes  of  pale  rose  and  gold 

gather  on  the  frosty,  lustrous  surfaces  of  this  popular  branch  mint 
issue,  a date  that  is  fairly  difficult  to  locate  in  gem  grades. 


366  1885-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Sharply  struck.  Lustrous  with  brown  and 
gold  (mainly)  toning  accented  with  splashes  of  blue  at  the  border. 
Popular  San  Francisco  issue. 

367  Trio  silver  dollars  grading  MS-65  (PCGS):  ☆ 1886.  Lustrous 
with  splashes  of  blue  and  golden  brown  at  the  obverse  periphery, 
reverse  with  golden  rose  and  blue  ☆ 1898-0.  Brilliant  and  satiny 
obverse,  reverse  with  splashes  ofbright  rainbow  and  deep  rich  gray. 
Very  attractive  ☆ 1899-0.  Mixture  of  iridescent  toning  on  the 
obverse,  reverse  with  hints  of  gold.  (Total:  3 pieces) 
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Elusive  Mint  State  1886-0  Rarity 


t 368  1886-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  with  a nuance  of  faint 

golden  toning  at  the  rims.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date.  A notable 
rarity  from  the  New  Orleans  Mint  once  choice  or  gem  Mint  State 
I is  desired,  this  in  spite  of  its  mintage  of  more  than  10.7  million 

pieces. 


Gem  PL  1886-S  Morgan  $1 
Tied  for  Finest  PL  of  the  Date  Certified  by  NGC 


369  1886-S  MS-65  PL  (NGC).  A bright  and  satiny  gem  with  lightly 

frosted  motifs,  somewhat  reflective  fields,  and  eye  appeal  thatjust 
won’t  quit!  Once  you  factor  in  the  dusting  of  pale  violet  at  the 
rims,  your  undivided  attention  is  practically  guaranteed.  Also  of 
note  is  the  fact  that  NGC  has  not  certified  a specimen  of  the  date 
finer  than  the  present  coin  within  the  PL  designatidn.  Aestheti- 
cally appealing  in  all  regards. 

NGC  Census:  17;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 


370  Trio  of  PCGS-certified  silver  dollars:  ☆ 1886-S  MS-63. 
Golden  gray  surfaces  ☆ 1888-S  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  ☆ 
1894-S  MS-62.  Lustrous  silver  gray  with  hints  of  gold.  (Total:  3 
pieces) 


i 

f 


i 


Exceptional  1887-0  Dollar 


371  1887-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  “creamy”  lustre  includ- 

ing on  the  face  of  Miss  Liberty.  Significantly  above  average  in  strike, 
exceptional  for  a New  Orleans  coin. 


Gem  Mint  State  1887-0  Morgan  Dollar 


372  1887-0  MS-65  (PCI).  Heavily  lustrous  with  warm  pale  golden 

toning  that  frames  Liberty’s  brilliant  portrait  on  the  obverse,  yet 
barely  intrudes  on  the  brilliance  of  the  reverse.  A classic  case  that 
proves  gem  coins  can  be  found  in  all  holders,  not  just  those  of  the 
“major”  third-party  grading  services. 


Choice  Mint  State  1887-0  $1 


373  1887-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  A lustrous  Mint  State  coin,  significantly 

above  average  in  striking,  this  piece  will  answer  the  call  for  an  ex- 
ample at  the  MS-64  level.  Across  the  board  for  many  dates  of 
Morgan  dollars,  MS-64  offers  a great  deal  of  value,  what  in  the 
Whitman  series  is  called  the  Optimal  Collecting  Grade,  or  OCG  ®. 
This  concept  seems  to  have  caught  on  nicely,  and  more  than  just  a 
few  numismatists  are  following  it. 
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Gem  1887-S  Morgan  $1 


374  1887-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A lovely  example,  deeply  and  richly 
frosty,  enhanced  with  a hint  of  gold  toning.  Quite  well  struck,  this 
being  the  rule,  not  the  exception  for  1887-S.  Overall  a splendid 
example  of  this  popular  San  Francisco  variety. 

375  1887-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  brown  toning  over  silvery 
lustrous  surfaces.  Some  splashes  of  blue  and  gold  on  the  reverse. 
Quite  well  struck. 

376  Quintette  of  silver  dollars  grading  MS-65  (NGC):  ☆ 1888  ☆ 
1889  ☆ 1900  ☆ 1900-0  ☆ 1901-0.  Each  is  lustrous  and  attractive 
with  various  shades  of  golden  toning  at  the  rims.  (Total:  5 pieces) 

Top-Grade  1888-0  Dollar 

Curious  PCGS  Distribution 


377  1888-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Standing  at  the  very  top  of  the  PCGS 

grading  roster,  at  MS-66,  without  a single  finer  piece  in  sight,  this 
lovely  1888-0  does  not  lack  for  company,  with  103  other  certifi- 
cations, or,  more  properly  certification  events.  How  unusual.  The 
present  piece  is  above  average  in  striking,  with  satiny  lustre.  On 
the  obverse  a lune-shaped  area  of  vivid  blue  and  magenta  irides- 
cence will  surely  appeal  to  many  bidders,  while  the  reverse  is  es- 
sentially silver  with  gold  around  the  rims. 

Gem  1888-S  Dollar 


378  1888-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  well  struck,  and  with 

• i'-  ncroiis  amount  of  eye  appe.il,  here  is  another  Morgan  dollar 


that  will  be  just  right  for  a top-drawer  collection.  Bright  silver  sur- 
faces are  accented  by  hints  of  gold  at  the  borders,  in  effect  framing 
the  designs  and  inscriptions. 


Highly  Important  1889-CC  $1 

Rarest  Carson  City  Issue 


(2x  photo) 

379  1889-CC  MS-61  (NGC).  Light  golden  and  iridescent  toning  is 

around  the  border  on  both  sides,  t]uite  possibly  from  the  piece 
having  been  stored  in  an  album.  The  striking  is  quite  good,  and  in 
all  other  respects  this  lovely  1889-CC  is  sure  to  please.  Among 
Carson  City  Morgan  silver  dollars  the  1889-CC  is  far  and  .iw.iy 
the  most  elusive,  handily  outranking  all  competitors.  Tod.iv,  on  an 
absolute  basis  the  supply  is  very  small  in  comparison  to  the  de- 
mand for  them,  yielding  a lot  of  interest  and  activirv  when  one 
crosses  the  block.  The  present  piece  is  low-level  Mint  State,  MS- 
61  as  certified,  yet  is  high  enough  in  grade  to  displav  all  of  the 
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features,  most  of  which  are  sharply  struck,  but  low  enough  within 
the  Mint  State  category  to  be  affordable  to  a wider  range  of  pro- 
spective bidders.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  highly  lustrous,  the 
reverse  being  particularly  so.  Indeed,  if  the  reverse  were  to  be  graded 
separately  it  could  be  called  MS-63  without  fear  of  contradiction. 

Years  ago  ANACS  used  to  have  split  grading,  quite  useful  at  the  time.  We 
don’t  expect  it  to  be  adopted  any  time  soon,  as  having  1 1 grades  from  MS-6()  to 
MS-70  is  complicated  enough,  without  giving  obverse  and  reverse  designations. 
Otherwise  confusion  might  reign  in  a pricing  schedule. 


Sharp  1889-CC  Dollar 


I 380  1889-CC  Net  EF-45,  sharpness  of  AU-58.  This  coin  is  sharply 

struck,  brilliant,  but  in  the  past  someone  gilded  the  lily,  so  to  speak, 
and  the  surfaces  have  been  lightly  whizzed. 


Gem  1889-0  Dollar 


383  1889-0  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant  with  satiny  lustre.  Fairly  well 

struck,  above  average  for  a New  Orleans  issue.  A splendid  coin 
combining  high  grade  with  superb  eye  appeal,  the  latter  enhanced 
by  delicate  toning  around  the  borders.  Indeed,  within  the  category 
of  certified  MS-65  Morgan  dollars  this  piece  would  seem  to  be 
rather  “high  end.” 

Generally,  numismatists  aspire  to  put  together  a set  of  dollars 
in  a given  grade  such  as  MS-63,  MS-64,  or  MS-65 — the  last  being 
in  the  gem  category.  If  MS-65  is  your  objective,  this  coin  will  end 
your  search,  and  nicely. 


Gem  1889-S  Dollar 


1 381  1889-CC  G-6  (NGC).  A great  rarity  is  this  1889-CC,  well  worn, 

and  probably  a veteran  of  countless  poker  games,  bordellos,  and 
other  adventures  in  and  out  of  the  wild  west.  Who  knows?  What- 
ever its  history,  the  piece  saw  many  years  of  circulation.  Today  it  is 
of  medium  gray  color,  attractive  for  what  it  is,  and  with  bold  date 
and  mintmark.  In  this  grade  the  1889-CC  is  Jar  rarer  than  in  Mint 
State!  Of  course,  it  is  also  far  less  desirable  from  a numismatic  view- 
point. 


Extraordinary  1889-0  Dollar 


Top  NGC  Census 


382  1889-0  MS-66  (NGC).  From  the  standpoint  of  population  num- 

bers alone  this  1889-0  will  attract  a lot  of  attention,  what  with  its 
status  at  the  top  of  the  NGC  grading  pyramid,  with  just  four  oth- 
ers to  keep  it  company,  none  above.  That  is  fine  of  course,  but 
beyond  that  the  present  piece  is  significantly  above  average  in  strike 
and  has  superb  surfaces,  the  entire  suite  having  exceptional  eye 
appeal.  The  advanced  collector  should  not  let  this  go  elsewhere! 

NC;C  Census:  S;  none  finer. 


384  1889-S  MS-65  (NGC).  A splendid  specimen,  brilliant,  well 

struck,  and  with  a somewhat  prooflike  obverse.  Light  golden  ton- 
ing around  the  borders.  Another  truly  outstanding  coin  from  the 
viewpoint  of  eye  appeal,  something  that  is  not  noted  on  holders, 
but  which  to  us  is  exceedingly  important.  One  look  at  this  coin 
will  make  you  want  to  bid  liberally. 
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Splendid  Proof  1890  Dollar 

Superb  Eye  Appeal 


385  1890  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A splendid  Proof,  pristine,  never  dipped 

or  “improved.”  The  piece  displays  medium  iridescent  toning  over 
mirrorlike  silver  surfaces — with  predominantly  gold  and  magenta, 
but  with  electric  blue  around  the  rims.  Certainly  this  has  to  be 
one  of  the  finest  survivors  from  the  relatively  low  Proof  mintage 
ofjust  590  coins.  A strong  bid  is  indicated  and  recommended. 

The  rare  coin  market  underwent  a period  of  frenetic  activity  in  the  1880s. 
Several  factors  were  responsible,  most  notably  the  famous  1883  Liberty  Head 
nickel  without  CENTS,  seemingly  a design  error,  which  caused  a nationwide 
sensation.  In  the  same  decade  there  was  an  unprecedented  number  of  coin  auc- 
tion sales,  nearly  at  the  rate  of  one  a week,  plus  several  important  dealer  maga- 
zines and  the  launching  of  The  Numismatist.  These  were  heady  times,  and  the 
hobby  prospered. 

By  1890  the  market  had  run  out  of  steam,  sales  became  fewer,  and  the  bell- 
wether of  basic  interest,  the  number  of  Proof  coins  ordered,  fell  to  a low  for 
silver  sets,  with  just  590 — the  smallest  mintage  for  many  years.  Also  in  1890  the 
New  York  Coin  & Stamp  Company  offered  the  Parmelee  Collection  for  sale  at 
auction,  which  proved  to  be  somewhat  of  a fizzle,  due  to  unfavorable  market 
conditions  plus  high  reserves  placed  by  the  owner.  The  malaise  in  the  market 
continued  for  a number  of  years  afterward,  hitting  a low  spot  in  the  late  1890s, 
when  the  American  Numismatic  Association  (founded  1891)  almost  expired. 
However,  activity  soon  revived,  and  in  the  20th  century  the  market  went  on- 
ward and  upward.  As  has  always  been  the  case,  the  1890s  later  proved  to  be  a 
particularly  favorable  time  in  which  to  buy  coins. 


Splendid  1890-CC  Morgan  Dollar 
Gem  Mint  State 


387  1890-CC  MS-65  (NGC).  A splendid  specimen  combining  ex- 

cellent strike,  attractive  surfaces,  and  great  eye  appeal.  The  piece  is^ 
lustrous,  with  a hint  of  prooflike  character  (when  viewed  at  an 
angle  to  the  light),  with  an  added  whisper  of  champagne  toning. 
The  popularity  of  Carson  City  Morgan  dollars  is  enduring,  and 
among  those  the  1890-CC,  if  not  rare,  can  at  least  be  considered 
scarce,  especially  in  the  combination  of  high  grade  and  beautiful 
appearance  here  offered. 


Choice  Uncirculated  1890-CC  Morgan  $1 


Gem  1890  Morgan  Dollar 


386  1890  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  slightly  prooflike  surfaces. 

Fully  bright,  quite  possibly  as  nice  as  the  day  it  was  minted.  The 
NGC  Census  Report  on  this  variety  is  rather  unusual  inasmuch  as, 
perhaps  similar  to  a marathon  race,  there  are  two  runners  way  out 
front,  and  then  a whole  passel  of  contestants  at  the  presently  of- 
fered MS-65  number.  Interesting! 


388  1890-CC  MS-64  (PCI).  A satiny  and  lustrous  specimen  with  just 

a hint  of  pale  rose  toning.  Not  one  of  the  great  rarities  from  the 
Carson  City  Mint,  but  a later  date  that  always  finds  enthusiastic 
support  when  choice  Mint  State  specimens  are  offered. 
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1890-CC  “Tail  Bar”  $1 

Finest  Grade  Assigned 


389  1890-CC  Tail  Bar.  MS-64  (PCGS).  As  to  whether  a coin  with 

36  other  pieces  keeping  it  company  should  be  called  the  “finest,” 
or  whether  “among  the  finest,”  is  better  nomenclature,  remains 
to  be  decided.  However,  without  doubt  the  finest  grade  assigned 
by  PCGS  as  we  go  to  press  is  MS-64,  as  here,  and  none  have  been 
assigned  a higher  level.  Obverse  and  reverse  have  satiny  frost  with 
a light  gray  toning  area  on  the  latter.  The  point  of  interest  on  this 
particular  variety  is  the  so-called  tail  bar,  a die  gouge  or  scratch,  as 
bold  as  can  be,  connecting  the  bottom  arrow  feather  with  the  top 
I of  an  olive  below  and  slightly  left. 

' PCGS  Population:  37;  none  finer. 


392  1890-0  MS-64  (NGC).  A choice  example  of  the  1890-0  dollar, 

the  present  piece  is  lustrous,  above  average  in  strike,  and  pleasing 
to  the  eye. 


t 390  1890-CCTailBar.  MS-63  PL  (PCGS).  This  piece,  though  not 
having  a high  market  value,  is  one  of  just  two  certified  as  PL 
(prooflike)  by  PCGS  at  this  level,  with  not  a single  one  finer.  As 
there  are  different  degrees  of  prooflike,  and  also  as  other  Mint  State 
coins  exist,  the  comment  needs  a bit  of  contemplation,  but  is  inter- 
esting to  relate.  Surfaces  are  silver  at  the  center  changing  to  gray  on 
the  obverse  border.  The  reverse  is  more  prooflike  than  the  obverse. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer. 

|i' 


J 391  1890-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Another  lovely  Morgan  dollar,  this  piece 

i reflects  the  connoisseurship  of  the  consignor.  Both  obverse  and 

\ reverse  are  as  nice  as  can  be,  significantly  above  average  in  strike, 

1 with  superb  eye  appeal,  and  with  the  beauty  enhanced  by  delicate 

I toning  around  the  rims.  While  there  are  quite  a few  1890-0  Mor- 

j gan  dollars  on  the  market  in  MS-65,  in  our  studied  opinion  prob- 

ably not  many  can  match  this  for  overall  appeal.  Quality  is  the  op- 
erative word  here. 


393  1890-S  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  some 

splashes  of  iridescent  toning  at  the  borders.  A very  “nice”  example, 
quite  well  struck  and  very  desirable.  There  are  some  noticeable 
marks  at  the  bottom  of  the  portrait,  normal  for  the  grade.  A dandy 
coin  at  the  MS-63  level. 

Superb  Gem  1891  Dollar 


394  1891  MS-65  (ICG).  A lovely  piece,  a “high  end”  example  within 

the  MS-65  listing  (one  blink  at  it  during  lot  viewing  will  confirm 
this)  combined  with  a generous  measure  of  old-fashioned  eye  ap- 
peal. Both  obverse  and  reverse  have  satiny  lustre.  The  striking  is 
somewhat  better  than  average.  You  could  probably  examine  a hand- 
ful of  1891  Morgan  dollars  (one  of  the  scarcer  Philadelphia  Mint 
issues  of  the  era),  and  not  find  the  equal  of  this. 
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Gem  PL  1891 -CC  Dollar 


395  1891-CC  MS-65  PL  (PCI).  Frosted  motifs  and  mirrored  fields 

e.xhibit  ever-deepening  shades  of  gold  on  both  sides,  with  an  abun- 
dance of  lustre  in  the  mix  as  well.  The  end  result?  A lovely  gem 
that  would  do  just  about  any  Carson  City  Morgan  dollar  collec- 
tion justice. 


Gem  1891-CC  Dollar 


396  1891-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Another  superb  specimen,  this  coin 

offers  great  eye  appeal,  satiny  lustre,  above  average  strike,  and  the 
quintessence  of  a pedigree  to  the  Carson  City  Mint.  Again,  a quick 
glance  at  this  will  confirm  that  it  is  of  special  quality.  An  appropri- 
ate bid  is  recommended. 


Gem  1891-CC  Dollar 


397  1891-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen,  satiny,  brilliant, 

and  desirable  in  every  way.  Suffice  it  to  say,  if  you  are  aspiring  to 
own  an  MS-65  Morgan  dollar  of  this  date  and  mint,  here  is  one 
we  would  keep  ourselves  if  we  were  forming  a set. 


Another  Lovely  1891-CC  Dollar 


398  1891-CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Well  struck,  brilliant,  and  very  attrac- 

tive. About  in  the  same  league  with  the  PCGS  piece  just  described, 
but  with  a few  more  contact  marks.  Still,  high  echelon  and  quite 
desirable. 


399  1891-CC  VAM-3.  MS-64  (ANACS).  The  popular  “Spitting Eagle” 

variety.  Brilliant  with  satiny  lustre.  Dehcate  iridescent  toning  around 
the  borders  adds  to  what  is  already  a highly  appeahng  coin. 


Gem  1891-0  Dollar 

Fascinating  Issue 


400  1891-0  MS-65  (NGC).  A splendid  specimen,  this  1891-0  is  sig- 

nificantly above  average  in  sharpness.  To  be  sure,  there  is  some 
lightness  above  the  car,  and  not  all  feathers  are  completely  delin- 
eated, but  still  /<ir  an  1891-0  this  is  especially  nice.  Many  arc  quite 
flat  at  the  centers.  The  eye  appeal  checks  in  at  a high  level  as  well, 
with  satiny  lustre  on  both  sides,  brilliant  white,  accented  by  a h.tlo 
of  golden  iridescence  around  the  rims.  The  history  of  the  ISOl-C"* 
dollar  is  unique  and  is  discussed  at  some  length  in  n.ivc  Bowers 
1993  two-volume  study  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  I 'iiited 
States:  A Complete  Encyclopedia.  In  brief,  the  silver  to  strike  piece' 
of  this  issue  was  obtained  from  three  different  legislative  enact- 
ments, including  the  Sherman  Silver  Purchase  .\ct  and  tlie  I radc 
I )ollar  Redemption  Act.  Tlie  chances  are  f.nrlv  good  that  tho  pici  c 
was  made  from  silver  taken  from  melted  vlown  tr.ule  dollar' 
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401  1891-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Another  splendid  Morgan  dollar,  this  piece 

offers  satiny  lustre  with  hints  of  iridescence  around  the  borders. 
Above  average  in  striking  sharpness.  Hand  picked  for  quality  by  the 
consignor,  this  piece  will  be  just  right  for  another  cabinet  emphasiz- 
ing special  coins. 


Gem  1892  Morgan  Dollar 


402  1892  MS-65  (ANACS).  A brilliant,  lustrous  specimen,  quite  well 

struck,  and  with  splashes  of  gold  around  the  borders.  Another  spc- 
cial  piece  from  a quality  viewpoint.  In  the  context  of  the  series, 
such  coins  are  elusive. 

Choice  Mint  State  1892  Dollar 


403  1892  MS-64  (NGC).  A lovely  specimen,  choice  Mint  State,  with 

satiny  lustre  on  both  sides.  Brilliant.  Well  struck.  A nice  example. 


Gem  1892-CC  Dollar 


404  1892-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  well  struck, 

this  1892-CC  could  not  have  been  much  different  in  appearance 
on  the  day  over  a century  ago  when  it  left  the  coining  press  in 
Carson  City.  While  the  1892-CC  is  not  a rarity  in  the  class  of  the 
1889-CC  or  even  the  1879-CC,  it  certainly  is  quite  scarce,  and 
with  the  quality  offered  here,  it  may  be  called  rare  among  the  popu- 
lation of  pieces  graded  MS-65. 

Choice  1892-CC  Dollar 


405  1892-CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Satiny  lustre  on  both  sides,  the  ob- 
verse blended  a delicate  gray  and  with  some  splashes  of  gold  around 
the  borders,  the  reverse  a bit  brighter.  Next  to  the  last  year  of  the 
Carson  City  dollars. 

406  1892-CC  MS-62  (NGC).  Well  struck  and  brilliant.  Some  contact 
marks  are  noticeable  on  the  obverse.  A whisper  of  magenta  toning 
adds  attractiveness. 

407  1892-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  well  struck.  Splashes  of 
golden  toning  on  both  sides.  A very  attractive  coin,  perhaps  some- 
what conservatively  graded  at  MS-62,  for  we  have  seen  pieces  no 
nicer  called  a notch  or  two  above. 

Gem  1892-0  Morgan  Dollar 


408  1892-0  MS-65  (NGC).  A very  nice  example  of  the  1892-0.  The 

striking  is  somewhat  light  at  the  centers,  as  is  usual,  so  perhaps  this 


AMERKIAN  NUMISMATIC:  RARITIES 


74 


The  Jewell  Collection 


point  is  moot  (certified  holders  don’t  mention  strike).  The  fields 
are  e.xceptional  in  quality  and  beauty,  with  satiny  lustre  and  a mini- 
mum of  marks.  To  see  this  coin  is  to  want  to  own  it! 


Lustrous  1892-S  Morgan  Dollar 

Nearly  Mint  State 


(2.x  photo) 


409  1892-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous,  this  1892-S  closely 

challenges  the  Mint  State  level.  The  reverse  has  virtually  full  frost 
m the  fields  and  were  it  not  for  some  friction  on  the  eagle’s  breast 
we  could  call  it  fully  MS-6().  The  desirability  of  the  1892-S  is  well 
known  and  the  demand  is  never  ending.  The  present  piece  will  fit 
perfectly  in  a high  circulated  grade  set  of  Morgan  dollars. 


Lustrous  1892-S  Dollar 


410  1892-S  AU-55  (NGC).  Light  brown  and  gold  toning,  somewhat 
mottled,  seen  over  surfaces  that  display  perhaps  20%  of  the  origi- 
nal lustre.  Among  San  Francisco  Mint  Morgan  dollars  the  1892-S 
is  high  on  the  roster  of  desired  pieces.  Our  present  sale  offers  nu- 
merous grand  opportunities. 

411  1892-S  AU-55.  Brilliant  and  somewhat  prooflike.  Lightly  cleaned, 
possibly  to  give  it  the  appearance  of  being  Mint  State.  Whatever 
the  aspect,  this  coin,  somewhat  similar  to  the  1889-CC  discussed 
earlier,  might  benefit  from  some  careful  conservation. 


Key  1892-S  Dollar 


412  1892-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning  over  silver  surfaces, 

somewhat  prooflike  on  both  sides.  If  graded  separately  the  reverse 
could  be  called  AU-58.  Mint  State  pieces  are  desirable,  but  are 
priced  a country  mile  ahead  of  the  AU  level.  Among  AU  coins 
this  is  certainly  a nice  one.  No  doubt  this  will  be  a prized  addition 
to  the  collection  of  someone  who  has  been  waiting  for  just  such  an 
opportunity. 


AMFRICiAN  NUMISMA  LIC:  RAILI  FILLS 


I The  JEWHLL  Collection 


75 


Gem  1893  Morgan  Dollar 

High  Condition  Census 


413  1893  MS-65  (NGC).  This  lovely  1893  Morgan  dollar  ranks  high 

m the  NGC  Census,  with  just  three  finer,  although  at  the  MS-65 
level  it  has  good  company.  The  striking  is  about  typical  on  both 
sides.  The  lustre  is  rich  and  the  surfaces  are  brilliant.  Some  han- 
dling marks  on  the  face  keep  this  out  of  the  “extra  special”  cat- 
egory, but  still  it  is  above  average  and  will  attract  a nice  bid.  Among 
Philadelphia  Mint  issues  in  the  series,  the  1893  is  one  of  the  more 
elusive  in  gem  Mint  State. 

1 414  1893  MS-63.  Brilliant,  above  average  in  striking,  and  with  light 

golden  lustre.  A splendid  specimen  which  invites  in-person  in- 
spection, no  doubt  generating  an  enthusiastic  bid.  A very  attrac- 
tive example,  sufficiently  nice  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  envi- 
sion a finer  MS-63  anywhere. 


Elusive  1893-CC  Morgan  Dollar 


I 415  1893-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Quite  well 

struck.  The  obverse  has  scattered  bagmarks,  resulting  in  the  MS- 
63  designation.  The  reverse,  if  evaluated  separately,  is  clearly  MS- 
64.  Among  Morgan  silver  dollars  the  1893-CC  and  1895-S  are 
both  notorious  for  being  “baggy.”  Good  ones  are  hard  to  find. 
This  is  a good  one,  and  among  pieces  offered  as  MS-63  it  would 
be  difficult  to  improve  upon  it.  Other  than  1889-CC  and  1879- 
CC,  the  1893-CC  is  the  most  important  of  the  Carson  City  Mor- 
gan dollar  varieties.  This  piece  is  very  important,  and  we  recom- 
mend that  you  carefully  consider  adding  it  to  your  collection. 


Scarce  1893-CC  Dollar 


416  1893-CC  AU-50.  A bright  example  of  the  1893-CC  dollar  from 

virtue  of  cleaning,  keeping  company  with  several  other  key  Mor- 
gan dollars  similarly  cleaned  and  described  as  such  in  the  present 
hsting.  Such  coins  often  have  the  sharpness  of  much  higher  pieces, 
but  are  available  for  less. 


Mint  State  1893-0  Dollar 


417  1893-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Satiny  lustre  with  a hint  of  golden  ton- 
ing. Typical  strike  at  the  centers  for  1893-0.  A very  nice  example, 
significantly  above  average  among  those  graded  MS-62,  and  per- 
haps worthy  of  a “MS-63  bid.” 

418  1893-0  AU-58.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Cleaned  long  ago,  but  not 
too  negatively,  as  the  piece  retains  most  of  its  original  lustre  and 
appeal.  In  fact,  the  cleaning  aspect  would  probably  be  overlooked 
by  some.  A scarce  variety  overall. 

419  1893-0  AU-50  (NGC).  Lightly  worn,  to  be  sure,  and  indicated 
as  such,  but  still  retaining  much  lustre.  Essentially  silver  colored 
surfaces. 


i 
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Incredible  Gem  1893-S  Morgan  $1 
Possibly  Finest  Known 
Top  PCGS  Certification 


420  1893-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  Rarest  of  the  rare,  finest  of  the  fine. 

Presented  here  is  the  ultimate  object  of  desire  in  the  Morgan  dol- 
lar series,  a fantastic  example  of  the  rarity  of  rarities — the  key  to 
the  series. 

Only  two  examples  have  been  certified  as  MS-67  by  PCGS,  with 
none  higher,  those  two  being  the  presently  offered  coin  and  the 
Norweb  Collection  coin  (catalogued  by  the  writer  in  1988).  That’s 
it.  Regarding  NGC,  the  highest  piece  graded  by  that  fine  service  is 
MS-65,  not  in  contention. 

The  present  coin,  which  was  later  owned  by  well-known  spe- 
cialist Jack  Lee,  made  its  debut  as  part  of  the  Cornelius  Vermeule  III 
Collection  catalogue.  Stack’s,  September  2001,  there  caOed,  “a  newly 
discovered  gem  specimen,”  further,  “incredible  gem  1893-S  dol- 
lar,” and  still  further,  “a  candidate  for  finest  known  honors.”  There 
is  no  reason  to  change  this  comment  today. 

The  Stack’s  description  for  this  particular  coin.  Lot  548  in  the 
sale,  is  given  herewith: 

1893  ‘S’  Superb  Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated.  Certainly  one 
of  the  Finest  Known.  A Candidate  for  Finest  Honors.  Thi.s  is  a 
simply  incredible  1893  ‘S'  Dollar.  It  tar  surpasses  every  other  specimen 
seen  by  the  cataloguer  and  is  rivaled  only  by  the  magnificent  Norweb 
coin,  which  is  the  only  one  PCGS  has  so  far  certified  as  a 67.  The 


Amon  Carter  coin,  a wonderful  specimen,  does  not  quite  equal  the 
quality  of  this  one.  This  example  has  all  the  facets  of  a noble  collectible 
with  huge  upside  potential:  magnificent  quality,  great  rarity  and  never 
ending  demand. 

It  is  a challenge  to  adequately  describe  the  gorgeous  appearance  of 
this  coin.  If  we  employed  all  the  superlative  adjectives  necessary  to  do 
justice  to  its  magnificent  colors  and  surfaces  we  might  be  criticized  for 
saying  too  much.  That  is,  until  the  coin  is  actually  seen  in  person.  Then, 
the  reader  would  know  that  words  almost  fail  to  do  justice  to  the  su- 
perb quality  ot  this  coin.  The  obverse  and  reverse  are  as  satiny  smooth 
as  one  could  ever  hope  for  from  a common  date  Philadelphia  Mint 
coin,  let  alone  a great  rarity  of  this  importance.  The  piece  is  beautifully 
toned  in  a pleasing  combination  of  deep  russet,  gold,  iridescent  blue, 
and  pale  green.  The  fields  are  pristine  with  nary  a mark  to  be  seen 
anywhere.  The  strike  is  as  sharp  as  ever  seen  and  rivals  the  strike  on  the 
Norweb  coin  because'  both  coins  are  soft  on  the  hair  over  Libern  's  ear 
in  essentially  the  same  way. 

The  1893  ‘S’  is  the  rarest  of  all  regular  issue  Morgan  Dollar  dates. 
Although  the  San  Francisco  Mint  reported  that  100,000  had  been 
struck,  we  know,  based  upon  availability  of  the  date,  that  far  fewer  were 
actually  released  for  circulation.  It  is  probable  that  a large  percentage 
was  held  by  the  Treasury  and  melted  following  the  1918  Pittman  .5ct. 
In  all  the  years  since  1893  there  has  never  been  a large  hoard  ot  1893  ‘S' 
Dollars  released  (20  pieces  is  not  a large  hoard!)  or  confirmed.  The 
lower  mintage  1895  Proof  issue  garners  more  public  attentum  than  the 
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1893  'S’,  but  m Choice  Uncirculated  condition  the  1893  ‘S’  is  a far,  far 
rarer  coin. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  three  best  1893  ‘S’  dollars  known; 
the  presently  offered  Vermeule  coin,  its  rival  the  Norweb  specimen, 
and  the  recent  Eliasberg  coin,  were  all  collected  shortly  after  they  were 
struck.  The  Norweb  cataloguer  speculated  that  that  coin  might  have 
been  one  of  those  reserved  for  the  annual  assay  commission  meeting  in 
1893.  The  Eliasberg  cataloguer  offered  the  same  explanation  for  the 
quality  of  that  coin.  In  the  case  of  the  present  coin,  the  Cornelius 
Vermeule  111  specimen  was  collected  by  Cornelius  Vermeule  I,  the 
present  owner’s  grandfather.  Given  the  magnificent  condition  it  is  in, 
Mr,  Vermeule’s  grandfather  must  have  obtained  it  either  directly  from 
the  San  Francisco  Mint,  himself,  or  from  someone  who  had  recently 
done  so.  Its  condition  is  so  pristine  that  it  is  safe  to  say  it  never  saw  the 
inside  of  a mint  hopper.  We  know  of  one  other  collector  who  obtained 
coins  m this  way  directly  from  the  San  Francisco  Mint  at  this  time, 
namely,  J.M.  Clapp.  In  the  case  of  his  coin,  however,  he  obtained  it 
from  Randall  in  1894. 

Stack’s  is  extremely  happy  to  be  able  to  offer  one  of  the  finest  known 
1893  ‘S’  Silver  Dollars  for  your  bidding  competition.  This  coin  will 
certainly  take  its  place  high  in  the  roster  of  the  rarest  of  the  rare  among 
Morgan  Dollars.” 

What  a pleasure  it  is  to  be  able  to  handle  this  coin  now,  giving 
the  present  cataloguer  (QDB)  the  distinction  ofhaving  offered  both 
of  the  finest.  Regarding  the  issue  in  general,  only  a few  dozen 
1893-S  dollars  exist  in  all  Mint  State  grades  combined,  nearly  all 
hovering  at  lower  levels. 

Over  the  years  the  writer  has  encountered  only  a handful  of 
1893-S  dollars  of  truly  elegant,  high  echelon  status  such  as  this. 
One  was  the  fantastic  Norweb  coin,  already  mentioned,  and  an- 
other was  from  the  Eliasberg  collection,  there  called  MS-65.  Cer- 
tain other  pieces  could  be  mentioned,  but  all  are  subsidiary  to  the 
present  offering. 

Slightly  over  a decade  ago  when  compiling  the  text  for  Silver 
Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A Complete  Encyclopedia, 

1 noted  this: 

The  1893-S  is  the  Object  of  Great  Desire  in  the  Morgan  dollar 
series.  While  the  Philadelphia  Mint  dollar  of  1895  is  rarer,  no  single 
issue  has  greater  popularity  across  the  board.  Remarkably,  the  majority 
of  known  pieces,  into  the  thousands,  are  in  the  single-grade  category 
of  VF.  Not  G or  VG,  not  EF  or  AU,  but  VF.  Most  such  pieces  circu- 
lated m the  American  West,  and  for  an  appropriate  but  apparently  re- 
stricted time,  to  bring  them  to  this  grade.  Mint  State  coins  exists,  in- 
cluding a group  of  20  said  to  have  been  found  in  a bag  at  Great  Falls, 
Montana,  in  the  early  1950s.  However,  among  the  great  Treasury  re- 
lease coins  of  1962-1964,  no  bag  or  even  a small  group  was  found, 
although  many  stray  pieces  were  identified,  nearly  all  in  the  aforemen- 
tioned VF  grade.... 

While  few  will  be  able  to  afibrd  a Mint  State  1893-S,  enough  at- 
tractive VF  coins  exist  that  out  there  somewhere  is  one  just  right  for 
you.  Of  course,  if  your  ship  has  come  in,  if  you’ve  won  the  lottery,  or 
if  you  have  banked  the  earnings  from  your  company’s  IPO,  then  by  all 
means  track  down  a Mint  State  coin,  this  being  absolutely  the  rarest  of 
all  circulation  strike  Morgan  dollars  at  that  level. 

As  to  the  total  population  of  the  1893-S  dollar  in  Mint  State, 
all  categories,  perhaps  25  to  35  exist  in  the  MS-60  to  MS-62  cat- 
egories. At  MS-63  there  may  be  15  to  20,  but  it  would  be  difficult 
to  pinpoint  that  many  different  examples.  At  MS-64,  perhaps  a dozen 


or  so  exist,  again  the  data  being  scarce.  Regarding  MS-65,  esti- 
mates by  specialists  range  from  just  a handful  to  perhaps  a dozen  or 
so,  the  Eliasberg  specimen  being  prominent  among  these  and  per- 
haps on  the  high  end.  Then  there  are  two  MS-67  pieces  accounted 
for,  the  splendid  coin  offered  here  plus  the  Norweb  example. 

Back  in  1988  as  part  of  the  Norweb  presentation  (that  in  con- 
nection with  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  with  which  1 was  as- 
sociated until  a few  years  ago),  1 noted  that  in  proportion  to  other 
varieties  of  Morgan  silver  dollars,  the  1893-S  well  deserves  its  sta- 
tus, and  that  in  some  35  years  of  handling  great  rarities  and  impor- 
tant collections,  just  three  or  four  specimens  had  come  our  way 
that  could  be  called  MS-65.  The  Eliasberg  Collection,  1997,  Lot 
2294,  contained  related  information,  including  discussions  of  cer- 
tain outstanding  pieces.  1 noted  that  as  to  total  populations  there 
are  differences  of  opinion,  with  Weimar  W.  White,  a frequent  cor- 
respondent and  author  of  many  numismatic  articles,  suggesting 
that  no  more  than  30  1893-S  dollars  exist  in  all  Mint  State  grade 
ranges  alike,  and  that  populations  have  been  inflated  by 
resubmissions. 

Wayne  Miller,  one  of  the  greatest  students  ever  to  devote  time 
to  the  Morgan  silver  dollar  series,  and  whose  words  are  still  valu- 
able today,  estimated  that  no  more  than  a dozen  Uncirculated  coins 
came  on  the  market  in  the  eight  year  period  from  1972  to  1980. 

The  Eliasberg  coin  was  acquired  byjohn  M.  Clapp  in  March 
1894  from  J.  Colvin  Randall,  and  thus  was  carefully  preserved 
from  virtually  the  time  of  creation.  1 speculated  that  this  could 
have  been  a piece  reserved  for  the  Assay  Commission  which 
met  early  in  1894  to  review  coinage  for  the  year  1893.  The 
Norweb  piece  is  likewise  thought  to  have  been  saved  about  the 
time  of  its  issue.  The  presently  offered  Stack’s,  Jack  Lee  coin, 
recently  new  to  the  market  but  from  old-time  holdings,  seems 
to  be  in  the  same  category  as,  indeed,  the  cataloguer  for  Stack’s 
noted.  It  is  unlikely  that  there  are  any  further  contenders,  as 
well  over  a century  has  elapsed  since  such  pieces  were  made, 
Morgan  silver  dollars  are  the  most  popular  of  all  19th-century 
series,  and  the  fame  of  the  1893-S  is  widespread.  It  would  thus 
seem  that  the  present  coin  offers  an  opportunity  which  will  not 
recur  for  a long  time,  if  ever,  during  the  lifespan  of  those  read- 
ing the  present  catalogue. 

Die  notes:  The  die  state  of  the  presently  offered  piece  seems  to  be  ever  so 
slightly  earlier  than  that  of  the  Eliasberg  coin.  On  the  obverse  there  is  a tiny 
raised  die  lump  on  the  digit  3 just  above  its  center.  On  the  reverse  there  is  a light 
and  irregular  crack  through  MERICA,  disappearing,  then  reappearing  slightly 
at  the  star,  then  disappearing,  although  there  may  be  some  very  light  traces  to- 
ward the  end  of  the  word  DOLLAR  (but  not  as  on  the  Eliasberg  coin).  Another 
tiny  crack  is  seen  from  the  rim  to  and  m the  eagle’s  wing  tip  on  the  upper  right 
side  of  the  coin,  with  a tiny  irregular  crack  through  S OF.  There  are  very  deli- 
cate and  irregular  cracks  from  UNI  extending  intermittently  to  the  right  to  ON 
(ONE).  These  die  characteristics,  and  the  same  can  be  said  for  those  described 
on  the  Eliasberg  coin,  would  not  be  noticable  except  for  the  elegant  condition 
of  the  two  coins  involved.  On  the  reverse  the  S mintmark  was  punched  into  the 
working  die  at  an  angle,  tilted  to  the  right  from  the  normal  orientation,  another 
distinctive  characteristic,  but  one  observable  on  pieces  of  various  grades. 

From  Stack’s  sale  of  the  Cornelius  Vermeule  III  Collection,  Septemln'r 
2001,  Dit  548;  Later  from  the  Jack  Lee  2 Collection. 
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Incredible  Gem  1893-S  Morgan  $1 


Reverse  of  Lot  420 
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Lustrous,  Lovely,  and  Rare  1893-S  Dollar 

Close  to  Mint  State 


(2x  photo) 

421  1893-S  AU-58  (NGC).  A lovely  well-struck  piece,  this  1893-S 

retains  perhaps  20%  of  its  lustre  on  the  obverse  and  40%  on  the 
reverse.  The  striking  is  quite  good,  and  the  overall  appearance  is 
excellent.  As  such  it  will  furnish  an  opportunity  for  anyone  seek- 
ing a high-grade  circulated  example. 


Avidly  Sought  1893-S  $1 


(2x  photo) 


422  1893-S  EF-45  (NGC).  A splendid  EF-45  example,  this  1893-S 

is  light  silver  on  both  sides,  with  some  hint  of  gold  around  the 
borders. 
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Another  Key  1893-S  Morgan  $1 


(2x  photo) 

423  1893-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  A very  nice  example  at  the  EF-45  grade, 

this  coin  is  lightly  toned  over  silver  fields,  retaining  perhaps  10% 
of  the  lustre  on  the  obverse  and  a bit  more  on  the  reverse.  Curi- 
ously, the  vast  majority  of  1893-S  dollars  in  existence  today  are  at 
the  Very  Fine  level.  Pieces  that  can  be  called  EF-45  are  much  less 
often  seen. 


Desirable  1893-S  Morgan  Dollar 


(2x  photo) 

424  1893-S  EF-45  (NGC).  Silvery  surfaces  retain  lustre  in  protected 

areas.  Light  golden  toning  is  seen  on  both  sides.  This  1893-S  has 
seen  limited  circulation,  perhaps  two  or  three  years  in  the  Rocky 
Mountain  states — who  knows!  Whatever  its  history,  it  seems  to 
have  been  plucked  from  the  channels  of  commerce  at  a relatively 
early  date,  and  today  it  is  significantly  finer  than  the  tv'pical  1893- 
S encountered. 
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Choice  1894  Morgan  Dollar 

Golden  Toned  Mint  State 


425  1894  MS-64  (PCGS).  A lovely,  lustrous  specimen,  this  1894  has 

light  brown  and  golden  toning  on  the  obverse  and  hints  of  golden 
toning  on  the  reverse.  The  strike  is  significantly  sharper  than  aver- 
age, with  excellent  details  at  the  centers.  Among  Philadelphia  Mint 
Morgan  dollars  the  1894  is  one  of  the  top  several  scarcest.  The 
present  piece  represents  a significant  opportunity. 


Choice  1894-0  Dollar 


428  1894-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  silver  surfaces,  with  just  a whisper 

of  toning,  and  with  rich  satiny  lustre.  Typical  strike  for  an  1894- 
O.  This  particular  issue  is  quite  difficult  to  find  in  “nice”  Mint 
State,  with  excellent  eye  appeal,  and  the  present  piece  will  fulfill 
that  quest.  Regarding  striking  sharpness  one  must  go  with  the  flow 
or  consider  the  territory,  and  in  general  for  this  era,  Morgan  dol- 
lars of  the  New  Orleans  Mint  are  somewhat  light  at  the  centers  (in 
contrast,  those  struck  in  San  Francisco  tend  to  be  very  sharp). 


Lustrous  1894  Morgan  $1 


426  1894  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant,  nicely  struck,  and  with  nearly  all 

of  its  lustre,  just  a whisper  away  from  MS-60,  but  with  a market 
value  much  less  than  a full  Mint  State  specimen  would  command. 


427  1894  VF-35  (NGC).  Light  silver  on  both  sides. 


Memorable  1894-S  Dollar 


429  1894-S  MS-65  (NGC).  A truly  memorable  piece,  this  coin  vir- 

tually shouts  “buy  me!”  The  obverse  has  rich  satiny  lustre,  is  fully 
brilhant,  and  is  as  nice  as  can  be.  The  reverse  is  nearly  pristine, 
probably  grading  at  least  a couple  notches  higher  than  the  obverse, 
is  also  partly  prooHike,  and  is  a joy  to  behold.  One  of  the  nicest 
1894-S  dollars  we  have  ever  seen. 
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Famous  1895  Proof  Rarity 
Affordable  Grade 


430  1895  Proof-55.  Affordable  (in  the  context  of  this  issue),  this  1895 

is  a Proof  that  was  cleaned  at  one  time,  now  with  hairlines  on  both 
sides.  However,  the  sharpness  is  still  there,  and  the  rarity  is  un- 
questioned— one  of  just  880  pieces  struck,  all  in  Proof,  with  no 
known  circulation  strike  equivalents. 

While  of  course  a gem  Proof  would  be  preferable,  the  present 
piece  has  its  own  appeal,  and  no  doubt  it  will  attract  many  bids 
when  it  crosses  the  block. 


Rare  Mint  State  1895-0  $1 


(2x  photo) 


431  1895-0  MS-61  (NGC).  A brilliant  specimen,  highly  lustrous, 

with  some  evidence  of  contact  on  the  obverse.  The  reverse,  if 
graded  separately,  could  be  called  finer. 

As  has  been  delineated  at  some  length  in  Dave  Bowers  1993 
Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A Complete  Ency- 
clopedia, among  the  coins  found  in  the  Treasury  hoard  released 
1962-1964,  the  1894-0  was  conspicuous  by  it  absence.  At  the  same 
time,  many  thousands  of  certain  rarities  were  found.  Today  in  the 
marketplace  1895-0  dollars  at  any  Mint  State  level  are  quite  rare. 
The  present  piece  should  be  considered  carefully,  and  if  you  are 
seeking  a lower  level  Mint  State  example,  but  one  that  is  still  quite 
attractive  within  that  parameter,  this  coin  deserves  a bid. 
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Elusive  1895-0  Dollar 


Lustrous  1895-0  Dollar 


Lustrous  AU 


432  1895-0  AU-58  (PCGS).  In  Mint  State  the  1895-0  is  one  of  the 

scarcer  varieties  in  the  series.  The  present  piece  is  about  as  close  as 
it  can  be  to  Mint  State  without  actually  crossing  the  line.  Indeed, 
if  graded  separately  we  would  call  the  reverse  of  this  piece  MS-62. 
The  obverse  shows  contact  marks  here  and  there,  and  might  even 
qualify  for  MS-60 — who  knows?  However,  some  of  the  marks  are 
distracting,  so  we  have  no  quarrel  with  the  assigned  designation. 
The  piece  is  brilliant,  lustrous,  and  somewhat  above  average  in 
strike.  Within  the  realm  of  AU-58  1895-0  dollars  this  is  a true 
Jhid.  Examine  it  carefully  and  you  will  no  doubt  agree. 


434  1895-0  AU-58.  In  the  present  sale  are  multiple  1895-0  dollars, 

always  interesting  to  contemplate.  The  present  coin  is  rather  curi- 
ous inasmuch  as  at  a quick  glance,  such  as  in  a “blink  test,”  it  would 
seem  MS-63 — possessing  as  it  does  quite  a bit  of  mint  lustre,  de- 
scent striking,  and  so  on.  However,  it  was  cleaned  some  time  ago, 
and  we  classify  it  now  as  AU-58.  One  number  cannot  possibly 
describe  or  do  justice  to  this  piece  which  is  at  once  rare  and  quite 
attractive  to  view.  Inspect  it  for  yourself,  and  we  believe  you  will 
agree  that  for  the  right  buyer  it  will  be  well  worth  owning. 

Key  1895-0  Morgan  Dollar 


Lustrous  1895-0  Dollar 


>..Tn  til, 


433  1895-0  AU-58  (NGC).  Just  short  ofMint  State,  this  lovely  1895- 

O dollar  displays  nearly  full  lustre  on  the  obverse  and  full  lustre  on 
the  reverse,  the  latter  side  seemingly  qualifying  as  Mint  State  if 
graded  all  by  itself  Light  golden  toning  characterizes  both  sides.  A 
dandy  specimen  among  existing  coins  classified  in  this  grade. 


435  1895-0  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  much  lustre  still  remain- 

ing, perhaps  30%  on  the  obverse  and  50%  on  the  reverse,  but  not 
measured.  The  1895-0  is  ever  popular  with  AU  being  an  afford- 
able grade. 


Lustrous  1895-0  Dollar 


436  1895-0  AU-53  (NGC).  Another  nice  1895-0  dollar,  the  present 

piece  exhibiting  a fair  amount  of  lustre  on  both  sides,  more  on  the 
reverse  than  on  the  obverse.  Decent  strike. 
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Choice  1895-S  Dollar 


deal  of  eye  appeal.  Well  .struck.  Contact  marks,  while  present  in 
keeping  with  the  grade,  are  far  fewer  than  usually  seen.  A very  ap- 
peahng  example  of  an  issue  that  is  difficult  to  find  in  high  quality. 

Choice  1895-S  Dollar 


f 438  1895-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Satiny  lustre  on  the  obverse  and  a some- 

what proofhke  reverse  are  characteristic  of  this  piece.  The  striking 
is  somewhat  light  at  the  centers,  but  other  than  that  fairly  good. 

; The  obverse  has  a generous  quotient  of  bagmarks,  this  being  par 

! for  the  course  for  1895-S  (also  for  1892-CC),  and  thus  is  to  be 

expected.  The  reverse,  if  evaluated  separately,  might  be  MS-64. 

i Prooflike  1895-S  Dollar 


! 439  1895-S  AU-58  PL  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  highly  prootlike  sur- 

faces. Evidence  of  contact  and  friction  is  mostly  on  the  obverse. 


Elusive  Mint  State  1896-0  $1 


440  1896-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  A very  nice  example  of  the  1896-0, 

the  present  piece  having  superb  striking  details,  rich  lustre,  bril- 
liance, and  a handsome  appearance  overall — a premium  quality 
piece  within  the  grade  designation. 

The  1896-0  is  a very  curious  example  in  American  numis- 
matics, for  which  a gem  specimen  (even  finer  than  that  offered 
here)  can  be  worth  thousands  of  times  more  than  a well  worn  piece. 
Such  differences  make  numismatics  fascinating. 

1896-0  Condition  Rarity  $1 


441  1896-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Medium  gray  and  brown  surfaces  are 

highly  lustrous.  About  typical  strike.  The  1896-0  at  the  MS-63 
level  is  a notable  condition  rarity. 

Key  1896-0  Morgan  $1 


442  1896-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Above  average  in  strike,  this  1896-0  is 

attractive  to  behold.  The  classification  ot  MS-62  is  correct,  per- 
haps even  conservative  by  a grade,  for  it  has  a great  deal  of  eye 
appeal.  The  lustre  is  rich  on  both  sides,  and  the  reverse  if  graded 
separately,  could  perhaps  be  designated  much  finer.  Consider  it  to 
be  an  MS-62,  pure  and  simple,  but  a “high-end"  example  within 
that  category.  As  the  1896-0  is  one  of  the  key  issues  in  the  series, 
this  coin  will  be  ideal  for  many  buyers. 
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Splendid  1896-0  Dollar 


443  1896-0  MS-60  (PCGS).  Here  is  another  1896-0  dollar  that  has 

a great  deal  to  recommend  it.  Graded  MS-6()  by  PCGS,  the  piece 
does  show  some  contact.  However,  both  fields  are  deeply  lustrous, 
the  strike  is  excellent,  and  the  reverse  could  be  graded  a number 
or  two  higher  (which  could  be  said  for  quite  a few  other  Morgan 
dollars  as  well).  This  piece  has  an  overly  generous  measure  of  eye 
appeal  for  an  MS-60  and,  again,  can  be  nicely  classified  as  “high- 
end”  in  quality. 

Richly  Lustrous  1896-S  $1 


444  1896-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Well  struck  and  richly  lustrous,  accented 

by  a hint  of  golden  toning,  this  key  1896-S  dollar  is  a joy  to  behold. 
Once  again  we  mention  that  numbers  can  be  one  thing  and  eye  ap- 
peal and  quahty  another.  In  the  present  catalogue  these  elements  come 
together  nicely,  and  the  present  piece  is  a great  example  of  that. 

Scarce  1896-S  Dollar 


445  1896-S  MS-63  (ANACS).  Time  was  when  the  1896-S  w'as  con- 

sidered to  be  one  of  the  several  keys  to  the  Morgan  dollar  series.  In 
recent  decades  more  pieces  have  become  available  from  the  Trea- 
;ury  hoard,  but  still  it  remains  fairly  difficult  to  find.  The  present 
pie*  c IS  fairly  well  struck  and  highly  lustrous.  Mottled  gray  and 
iridc-  ont  toning  is  seen  on  the  obverse,  and  on  the  reverse  there 
ar*  splashes  of  green,  brown,  and  gray. 


High-Grade  1897-0  Dollar 


(2.x  photo) 


446  1897-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny  lustre.  Excellent 

strike.  A high-grade  example  of  the  1897-0  among  the  top  sev- 
eral dozen  to  pass  under  the  view  of  the  experts  at  PCGS  out  in 
California.  We  venture  to  suggest  that  within  the  community  ot 
pieces  certified  as  MS-64  this  is  one  of  the  very  finest  from  the 
additional  standpoints  of  quality  and  eye  appeal. 

PCGSPopulation:  24;  12  finer  (MS-67  finest). 
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Lustrous  1897-0  Dollar 


447  1897-0  MS-63  (ICG).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  delicate  cham- 

pagne toning.  A nice  example  for  the  grade. 


Lustrous  1897-0  Dollar 


450  1897-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  surfaces,  somewhat  above  av- 

erage in  strike,  nice  for  the  grade. 


Mint  State  1897-0  Dollar 


448  1897-0  MS-63  (SEGS).  Essentially  brilliant  surfaces  with  some 

light  gray  toning.  A bit  finer  than  typical  strike  for  1897-0. 


451  1897-S  MS-65  DPL(NGC).  An  attractive  specimen  with  a gen- 

erous quotient  of  prooflike  surface  on  both  sides,  this  1897-S  is  a 
treat  to  the  eye.  The  surfaces  are  primarily  silver  with  splashes  of 
brown  and  gunmetal-blue.  The  striking  is  excellent. 


Another  Mint  State  1897-0  $1 


(»f  tntFi, 


449  1897-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Satiny  lustre  with  subdued  light  gray 

toning  with  some  hints  of  gold. 


Lovely  Ultra  Cameo  Proof  1898  Morgan  $1 


452  1898  Proof-65  Ultra  Cameo  (NGC).  “Exquisite”  is  the  first 

word  to  come  to  this  writer’s  mind,  and  now  that  the  seed  has 
been  planted,  lot  viewers  may  well  conjure  up  the  same  word  when 
they  behold  this  lovely  gem.  Miss  Liberty  and  the  accompanying 
obverse  devices  are  heavily  frosted,  set  against  deeply  mirrored 
fields,  the  whole  sporting  a wash  of  the  palest  champagne  gold, 
and  the  reverse  is  an  exact  match  to  the  obverse!  Proof  dollars  of 
1898  consistently  rank  among  the  most  beautiful  of  all  Proof  Mor- 
gans of  any  date,  and  the  present  piece  is  no  “slouch”  when  it  comes 
to  living  up  to  the  reputation  Proofs  of  the  issue  have  earned  over 
the  years.  Gorgeous,  especially  within  the  range  of  possibilities  for 
the  assigned  grade. 


453  1898  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  surfaces,  nicely  struck,  with  full 

lustre. 
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454  1898-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A splendid  example,  quite  well  struck. 

Somewhat  prooflike.  Quite  a few  bagmarks  are  seen  on  both  sides, 
a “good  news  and  bad  news”  aspect  of  prooflike  surfaces — 
bagmarks  are  more  noticeable. 


Attractive  Proof  1899  Dollar 


Rainbow  Toning 


455  1899  Proof-64  (NGC).  A splendid  specimen,  all  that  could  be 

desired  at  the  Proof-64  level.  This  coin  is  light  silver  and  gold  at 
the  center,  evolving  through  prismatic  colors  to  blue  at  the  bor- 
der, with  a halo  or  rainbow  effect.  A treat  to  the  eye,  and  a scarce 
date  as  well! 
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Gem  1899  Morgan  Dollar 


456  1899  MS-65  (NGC).  A gem  to  be  sure,  this  piece  has  the  added 

appeal  of  being  above  average  in  strike  and  also  being  absolutely 
gorgeous  to  view.  All  told  it  will  nicely  answer  the  desire  for  this 
popular  date  in  the  MS-65  category. 


Gorgeous  1899-S  Dollar 


457  1899-S  MS-65  PL  (NGC).  Brilliant,  above  average  in  strike,  and 

somewhat  prooflike,  this  1899-S  dollar  is  simply  gorgeous.  Both 
surfaces  are  brilliant  with  a delicate  halo  of  golden  toning  around 
the  border  to  lend  appeal.  An  easy  winner! 


Gem  1900-O/CC  Dollar 


458  1900-O/CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  A splendid  specimen  with  satiny 

lustre  highlighted  by  splashes  of  gold — this  is  a dandy  example  of 
this  curious  overmintmark.  In  everlasting  demand,  this  variets'  is 
one  of  the  great  “story  coins”  in  the  Morgan  series. 
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Choice  1900-O/CC  Dollar 


459  1900-O/CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Another  high  level  example  of  this 

famous  overmintmark,  the  present  coin  has  satiny  silver  surfaces 
on  both  sides.  Lovely  to  behold,  and  even  nicer  to  own! 


|460  1900-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny  lustre.  A few  splashes 

of  gold  toning  are  seen.  Quite  well  struck.  An  absolutely  dandy 
19()0-S — look  no  further  if  you  are  seeking  an  exceptionally  high 
quality  MS-65. 


461  1900-S  MS-65  (PCGS)  . Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  attractive.  A pleas- 

ing example  of  the  issue. 


Choice  Mint  State  1901  Dollar 


Famous  Condition  Rarity 


(2x  photo) 


462  1901  MS-63  (NGC).  The  1901  Morgan  dollar  is  among  the  “Be- 

lieve It  or  Not”  entries  in  the  series — a variety  that  is  as  common  as 
can  be  ifwell  worn,  but  which  becomes  a rarity  in  Mint  State.  Con- 
sider, for  example,  that  the  current  edition  of  A Guide  Book  of  United 
States  Coins  lists  a VF-2()  1901  at  S35,  while  an  MS-65  checks  in  at 
$150,000!  A well  worn  1901,  not  listed,  might  be  worth,  say,  S15, 
which  means  that  MS-65  is  worth  10,000  times  more! 

Also  rather  curious  is  the  differential  between  the  prices  of 
Proofs  and  the  prices  of  Mint  State.  In  the  same  reference  a Proof- 
63  1901  is  valued  at  $3,000,  while  an  MS-63,  as  ottered  here,  is 
$16,500.  One  might  think  that  rather  than  seeking  Mint  State 
coins,  collectors  would  opt  for  Proofs.  However,  this  is  hardly  the 
case.  Proofs  and  circulation  strikes  each  march  to  the  beats  of  dif- 
ferent drummers,  and  each  are  evaluated  separately.  Of  course,  this 
is  a sophisticated  and  very  logical  way  of  collecting  things.  In  the 
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present  catalogue  we  have  discussed  this  elsewhere,  such  as  under 
three-cent  pieces. 

Keturmng  to  the  object  at  hand,  this  lovely  1901  MS-63  Mor- 
gan dollar.  Both  sides  are  quite  sharply  struck,  a desirable  feature. 
Obverse  and  reverse  are  brilliant.  The  obverse  shows  more  evi- 
dence of  contact  than  the  reverse,  this  being  normal,  due  to  the 
features  of  the  design  (the  rather  complex  reverse  features  tend  to 
protect  the  field  more  than  is  true  for  the  obverse  design). 

Another  1901  $1  Rarity 

Lustrous  Mint  State 


463  1901  MS-61  (PCGS).  Offered  is  another  example  of  the  highly 
desirable  and  endlessly  fascinating  1901  dollar  in  Mint  State,  the 
present  piece  in  MS-61,  and  a very  nice  example  at  that  level.  Both 
obverse  and  reverse  are  highly  lustrous,  the  reverse  being  particu- 
larly so.  Scattered  marks  are  consistent  with  the  grade.  The  overall 
appeal  is  just  right,  and  we  highly  recommend  the  piece  for  your 
consideration. 

464  1901  AU-58  (NGC).  Quite  a bit  of  mint  lustre  is  still  seen  on 
light  silver  surfaces.  This  example  closely  challenges  the  MS-60 
level,  as  the  number  indicates,  with  appearance  to  match. 

465  1901  AU-58  (NGC).  A bright  lustrous  example  retaining  most 
original  mint  frost.  Considering  the  extreme  value  of  choice  and 
gem  pieces,  this  coin,  AU-58 — nothing  more  and  nothing  less — 
would  seem  to  offer  a fair  value  for  the  money  paid,  probably  in 
the  high  hundreds  of  dollars,  but  not  crossing  the  Sl,b00  mark. 
However,  the  final  determination  is  up  to  the  bidders. 

Gem  1901-S  Dollar 

Condition  Census 


466  1901-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Satiny  lustre  on  both  sides,  brilliant  and 

attractive.  Ty'pical  strike  at  the  centers.  Another  above  average  coin 
from  the  aspect  of  quality,  one  that  will  attract  a strong  bid  for 
someone  who  wants  a true  keeper. 


Gem  1902-S  Dollar 


467  1902-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny  lustre.  Delicate 
champagne  toning  on  both  sides.  Somewhat  above  average  in  strike. 
The  1902-S,  which  is  abundant  in  lower  Mint  State,  becomes  elu- 
sive in  this  grade,  especially  when  the  factor  of  eye  appeal  is  added. 

468  1902-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Above  average  in  strike  and  with  satiny 
lustre,  this  is  a splendid  1902-S,  a common  issue  that  often  comes 
dull  or  “baggy.”  We  respectfully  suggest  that  if  the  grade  MS-64  is 
your  criterion,  your  search  will  end  ifyou  acquire  this  coin.  Among 
MS-64  pieces  it  certainly  is  one  of  the  nicest  ever. 

469  1902-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  About  typical 
strike  for  a 1902-S.  A nice  example,  overall,  at  the  assigned  grade. 

Gem  Proof  1903  Dollar 


470  1903  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  of  especially  high  grade.  A 
nice  example  of  one  of  the  later  Proofs  in  the  Morgan  series. 

In  this  year  the  portrait  was  polished  in  the  dies,  this  being  representative  of 
all  issues. 

471  1903-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  delicate 
golden  toning  around  the  borders.  Well  struck.  A splendid  speci- 
men of  the  ultimate  “story  coin”  in  the  Morgan  dollar  series.  In 
2002  Dave  Bowers  devoted  a chapter  in  his  More  Adi’cntxres  with 
Rare  Coins  to  the  1903-0,  probably  worth  your  time  to  read. 
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Important  1903-S  Dollar 


472  1903-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen,  quite  well  struck,  of 

one  of  the  scarcer  issues  toward  the  end  of  the  series.  The  obverse 
displays  satiny  lustre  with  medium  golden  toning.  The  reverse  is 
also  lustrous,  with  the  toning  a mixture  of  mottled  gray,  light 
brown,  and  other  colors — we  see  some  hints  of  magenta  and  blue. 
This  is  one  of  the  scarcer  varieties  in  the  series. 

Prooflike  1903-S  Dollar 


473  1903-S  AU-58  PL  (NGC).  Just  short  of  Mint  State,  this  scarce 

1903-S  dollar  is  prooflike  on  both  sides.  Contact  marks  are  on 
both  sides,  of  course,  and  are  expected  at  this  level.  Usually  seen 
with  frosty  surfaces,  the  1903-S,  scarce  to  begin  with,  is  more  elu- 
sive with  partially  mirrored  fields  as  here. 


Today,  while  the  1904  is  not  in  the  limelight,  it  remains  as  rare 
as  ever.  The  present  piece  is  absolutely  splendid  to  behold,  gor- 
geous iridescent  toning  over  deep  mirror  surfaces.  A splendid  ac- 
quisition possibility  for  an  advanced  connoisseur. 


Bright  and  Beautiful  1904  $1 


475  1904  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  satiny  lustre.  Fairly  well  struck. 
A very  nice  example  of  the  last  Philadelphia  Mint  issue  among 
early  Morgan  dollars. 

476  1904  MS-64  (NGC).  Well  struck,  brilliant,  and  lustrous,  the 
present  piece  is  an  attractive  example  of  the  last  Philadelphia  Mint 
issue  in  the  early  Morgan  dollar  date  range. 


Key  1904-S  Dollar 


Superb  Proof  1904  Dollar 
Once  Famous,  Still  Rare 


474  1904  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A .splendid  specimen  of  the  Proof  1904 

dollar,  a variety  that  m the  early  2()th  century  was  showcased  as 
one  of  the  great  rarities  in  the  series,  on  a par  with  the  1895.  This 
issue,  of  which  just  650  were  struck,  the  smallest  Proof  produc- 
tion since  1895,  was  also  the  subject  of  some  small  hoards  and 
speculations. 


477  1904-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  excellent  lustre.  Very 

slightly  prooflike.  Above  average  strike.  The  1904-S  is  quite  scarce 
in  Mint  State,  one  of  the  keys  to  the  series.  The  present  piece  is  an 
ideal  example  at  the  MS-64  level  and  will  nicely  satisfy  the  desire 
for  the  same. 
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Prooflike  1921  Morgan  $1 


480  1921  Morgan.  MS-64  DPL  (NGC).  A very  nice  example,  a cir- 

culation strike  with  both  fields  having  partial  Proof  characteris- 
tics. Brilliant  and  fairly  well  struck. 

Superb  Gem  1921-D  $1 


Choice  1904-S  Dollar 

Excellent  Eye  Appeal 


478  1904-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A splendid  example  of  the  19()4-S,  this 

coin  is  above  average  in  striking  sharpness,  is  deeply  lustrous,  and 
exhibits  exceptional  eye  appeal.  Both  sides  are  bright  silver,  nicely 
framed  with  a delicate  halo  of  gold  toning  at  the  rims. 

1921  “Zerbe  Proof’  Dollar 


479  1921  “Zerbe.”  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Among  Morgan  dollars  the 

term  “Zerbe  Proof,”  originated  who  knows  where,  but  possibly 
by  Walter  Breen,  has  described  certain  strikes  that  are  from  par- 
tially polished  dies.  Per  conventional  wisdom,  Farren  Zerbe,  nu- 
mismatic entrepreneur,  past  ANA  President,  and  a little  bit  of  a 
rascal,  went  to  the  Philadelphia  Mint  (possibly  also  to  San  Fran- 
cisco, the  scenario  is  muddy),  and  persuaded  someone  to  make 
some  “Proofs”  for  numismatists.  No  historical  documentation  has 
been  found  for  any  such  activity,  but  it  seems  to  be  firmly  engrained 
in  conventional  numismatic  wisdom,  with  PCGS,  as  here,  grad- 
ing this  as  Proof-63.  The  flaw  in  the  logic  is  that  there  exist  some 
true  mirror  Proofs  of  1921  Morgan  dollars,  these  sometimes  called 
“Chapman  Proofs,”  that  in  every  way  exhibit  correct  deep  mirror 
finish.  They  are  quite  different  in  their  aspects  from  the  so-called 
Zerbe  Proofs.  Logic  suggest  that  ifZerbe  were  having  Proofs  made 
to  his  order,  he  would  have  demanded  those  in  the  mirror  style,  to 
match  those  for  which  he  was  familiar,  from  the  earlier  years  1878 
to  1904. 

The  "Zerbe  Proofs”  have  become  a part  of  the  collecting  scene 
and  there  is  a significant  and  separate  demand  for  them.  Among 
such  pieces  this  coin  is  particularly  fine,  being  more  prooflike  than 
normal,  and  a fairly  decent  strike  as  well.  Both  surfaces  are  toned 
light  golden  brown,  with  splashes  of  toning.  Many  “Zerbe  Proofs” 
look  rather  scruffs’,  to  our  eyes,  but  this  is  a happy  exception. 


481 


482 


1921-D  Morgan.  MS-65  PL  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  highly 
prooflike  surfaces.  Splashes  of  golden  toning  are  seen  on  both  sides. 
Somewhat  lightly  struck  at  the  centers,  as  normal.  On  the  reverse 
there  are  many  vertical  die  striae. 


1921-D  Morgan.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Satiny  lustrous  fields  of  a 
quality  higher  than  usually  seen.  Contact  marks  are  seen  on  the 
cheek,  some  of  which  may  be  from  the  original  planchet.  Some- 
what lightly  struck  at  the  centers.  Tiny,  almost  microscopic  mint- 
mark  as  usual. 

On  this  and  on  all  1921-D  dollars  the  mintmark  is  tiny,  almost  microscopic. 
These  pieces  were  made  in  an  extreme  hurry,  with  no  attention  whatsoever  paid 
to  details.  In  1921  it  was  desired  to  turn  out  millions  of  silver  dollars,  without 
advance  notice.  At  the  Mint  it  was  found  that  the  models  and  master  hubs  had 
been  destroyed  (in  1910).  Accordingly,  an  actual  coin  was  transferred  on  a panto- 
graph and  used  to  make  a new  master,  the  details  of  which  are  laid  out  in  Dave 
Bowers’  Sili’er  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A Complete  Encyclopedia. 
All  silver  dollars  of  1921  are  thus  somewhat  differently  configured  than  those  dated 
earlier  and  differ  in  their  details. 
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485  1921  Peace.  High  Relief.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A superb  specimen 

of  this  famous  issue  from  a certification  viewpoint.  The  fields  are 
brilliant,  satiny,  and  with  relatively  few  marks.  The  centers  are 
lightly  struck,  as  always,  this  precipitating  a change  in  the  design 
the  following  year. 

Well  preserved  and  with  significant  eye  appeal,  this  is  certainly 
one  of  the  nicest  to  come  on  the  market  in  recent  times. 


488 


489 


490 


1921  Peace.  High  Relief.  MS-64^  (NGC).  Satiny  lustre  from 
slightly  polished  dies.  Marks  are  seen  here  and  there,  including  two 
on  the  neck,  and  no  doubt  have  been  considered  by  the  graders. 

1921  Peace.  High  Relief.  MS-64  (NGC).  A nice  example  with 
silvery  surfaces  toned  a mixture  of  light  blue  and  gold.  Lots  of  eye 
appeal  here! 

Trio  of  Peace  dollars;  ☆ 1921  MS-63  (NGC).  Satiny  lustre  ☆ 
1925-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Splashes  of  pale  magenta  and  steel  blue  at 
the  peripheries  ☆ 1934-L)  MS-63  (NGC).  VAM-3.  Large  11 
Doubled  Die  Motto.  Satiny  lustre.  (Total:  3 pieces) 


Gem  1921  Peace  Dollar 

High  Relief 


486  1921  Peace.  High  Relief.  MS-65  (NGC).  A splendid  gem  speci- 

men of  the  1921  High  Relief  Peace  doUar,  this  coin  has  a great  deal 
of  eye  appeal.  There  is  some  light  striking  at  the  centers,  as  always, 
and,  hence,  a moot  point. 


Intensely  Toned  1921  Dollar 

Peace  Type,  High  Relief 


Superb  Gem  1921  Peace  Dollar 

High  Relief 


487  1921  Peace.  High  Relief.  MS-65  (NGC).  Intense  blue  and 

gold  toning  characterizes  the  surface  of  this  Mint  State  1921  sil- 
ver dollar. 


( 483  1921-S  Morgan.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  with 

considerably  more  eye  appeal  than  is  usually  seen  on  a 1921-S  dol- 
lar. Premium  t]uality  within  the  designation,  this  being  our  view. 


1921-S  Morgan.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  attractive  lustre 
in  the  fields.  Somewhat  grainy  on  the  portrait,  this  being  standard 
for  the  various  Morgan  designs  of  this  year.  All  told  this  is  signifi- 
cantly above  average  in  eye  appeal. 

The  tiny  niintmark  is  smaller  than  that  used  on  Morgan  dollars  of  the  ear- 
lier era. 


I 484 
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491  Fair  of  NGC-certified  Peace  dollars:  ☆ 1921  MS-63.  Lustrous 

☆ 1928  MS-61.  Medium  lilac-gray  with  splashes  of  rich  mottled 
brownish  gray.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

492  Quartette  of  Peace  dollars:  ☆ 1921  MS-61  (PCGS).  Lustrous 
silver  gray  with  golden  highlights  ☆ 1926-1)  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lus- 
trous with  just  a whisper  of  delicate  toning  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 
1934  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  splashes  of  golden  brown  at 
the  peripheries  ☆ 1935-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  splashes 
of  pale  golden  toning.  (Total:  4 pieces) 

493  Group  ofNGC-certified  silver  dollars:  ☆ 1922  MS-63  ☆ 1922- 
D MS-64  ☆ 1922-S  MS-62  ☆ 1923  MS-64  ☆ 1923-1)  MS-61  ☆ 
1923-S  MS-64  ☆ 1924  MS-65  ☆ 1925  MS-63  ☆ 1925-S  MS-62  ☆ 
1926  MS-62  ☆ 1926-S  MS-61  ☆ 1927  MS-62  ☆ 1927-1)  MS-62  ☆ 
1927-S  MS-62  ☆ 1928  MS-63  ☆ 1928-S  MS-62  ☆ 1934-D  MS-62 

☆ 1935  MS-63.  All  are  lustrous  and  attractive  a few  with  lovely 
golden  surfaces.  A very  nice  group.  (Total:  18  pieces) 

494  Pair  of  Peace  dollars  grading  MS-65  (NGC)  ☆ 1922-D  ☆ 1926- 
I).  Both  are  brilliant  and  lustrous.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


Superb  Gem  1923  Dollar 

Top  NGC  Grade 


495  1923  MS-67  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning  over  satiny  lustrous 

surfaces.  A particularly  high-grade  example  of  an  otherwise  com- 
mon date.  Top  of  the  NGC  Census. 

NGC  Census;  21 ; none  finer. 


Another  Top  NGC  1923  $1 


496  1923  MS-67  (NGC).  Lustrous  satin  surfaces  with  delicate  ton- 

ing, classified  the  same  as  the  preceding.  Rare  in  the  milieu  of 
NGC  graded  coins. 

N(  >(^  Onsus:  21;  none  finer. 


Third  Top  NGC  1923  $1 


497  1923  MS-67  (NGC).  Another  top  NGC  graded  piece,  the  present 
exhibits  intensely  mottled  gray,  magenta,  blue,  and  gold  toning 
over  highly  lustrous  surfaces.  An  example  that  will  play  to  a differ- 
ent audience  than  the  preceding — to  the  collector  who  enjoys 
pieces  with  rainbow  color. 

NGC  Census:  21;  none  finer. 

498  1923  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  beautiful — not  rare 
but,  to  reiterate,  beautiful. 

Top  NGC  1924  $1 


499  1924  MS-67  (NGC).  This  lovely  specimen,  an  exceptional  high- 
grade  example  of  an  otherwise  common  date,  stands  at  the  top  of 
the  NGC  census.  The  coin  is  brightly  lustrous,  attractive,  and 
somewhat  curious  when  inspected  in  detail  (see  notes).  Some  con- 
tact marks  are  seen  in  the  high  areas  of  Miss  Liberty’s  portrait. 

NGC  Census:  40;  none  finer. 

From  a technical  viewpoint  this  1924  dollar  is  very  interesting.  The  obverse 
die  is  completely  stippled,  showing  microscopic  dots  and  graininess,  giving  it  a 
matte  effect.  A prominent  die  crack  is  across  the  neck.  The  inscriptions  are  some- 
what light,  particularly  the  first  digit  in  the  die.  We  suspect  that  this  coin  was 
struck  very  late  in  the  life  of  this  die.  The  reverse  is  more  of  the  s.ime,  with 
extreme  flow  marks  on  both  sides,  and  much  of  the  top  inscription  barely  vis- 
ible. Indeed,  from  an  educational  viewpoint  the  reverse  is  one  of  the  most  dra- 
matic evidences  of  long-time  die  use  that  we  have  ever  seen  on  a dollar  of  this 
design.  If  Peace  dollars  are  your  forte,  we  suggest  that  you  examine  it  carefully. 
Indeed,  the  piece  is  so  significant  that  we  arc  going  to  make  special  note  of  it  for 
possible  mention  in  a forthcoming  Whitman  Publishing  Company  book  to  in- 
clude dollars  of  the  Peace  type. 

500  1924-S  MS-64  (NGC).  From  the  standpoint  of  a lot  ot  value  tor 
the  price  paid,  in  the  Peace  dollar  series,  the  MS-64  grade  otters 
much.  In  many  instances,  including  the  1924-S,  an  MS-64  is  but  a 
tiny  fraction  of  the  price  of  an  MS-65,  the  latter  being  in  just  slightly 
finer  grade.  The  present  coin  has  a soniewh.it  matte  surf.ice  on  the 
obverse  and  a rich  lustrous  surtace  on  the  reverse.  Most  probablv  the 
obverse  die  had  been  used  for  some  time  when  this  piece  was  struck, 
but  the  reverse  die  was  fresh  in  the  pmss.  Such  ditVeR-nces  are  sc.m  elv 
mentioned  in  the  literature,  but  are  cjuite  obvious  when  the  coins  are 
examined  and,  to  the  speci.ilists.  are  inten-sting  tv'  kiu'w  aK'ut. 
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Key  1934-S  Dollar 


] 501  1934-S  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant  and  lustrous,  this  1934-S  at  the 

MS-63  grade  represents  an  especially  attractive  opportunity — thou- 
sands of  numismatists  desire  such  coins,  and  there  are  not  that  many 
to  go  around.  Both  sides  are  brilliant  with  a hint  of  golden  toning. 
Highly  recommended,  although  our  recommendation  is  not  nec- 
essary, as  the  basic  demand  is  so  intense. 


TFLADE  DOLLARS 


Mint  State  1875-CC  Trade  Dollar 


502  1875-CC  I/I.  MS-61  (NGC).  Lilac  and  gray  toning  over  lustrous 

surfaces.  Significantly  better  than  average  strike.  Carson  City  trade 
dollars  are  popular,  with  not  nearly  enough  in  existence  to  fill  the 
demand.  The  present  piece  will  deservedly  attract  attention  when 
offered. 


Gem  Proof-Only  1879  Trade  Dollar 


(2x  photo) 

503  1879  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Deep  and  lustrous  rose  centers  give  way 

to  halos  of  electric  blue  and  fiery  gold  at  the  rims.  The  first  of  the 
Proof-only  years  in  the  trade  dollar  series — while  there  were  no 
circulation  strike  trade  dollars  forthcoming  from  Philadelphia  in 
the  previous  year,  1878,  there  were  branch  mint  issues  in  1878 
from  Carson  City  and  San  Francisco.  An  exemplary  example  of 
the  issue,  both  aesthetically  and  physically,  and  a coin  that  has  been 
exceeded  in  the  PCGS  Population  Report  by  fewer  than  a dozen 
pieces. 

PCGS  Population:  31;  11  finer  (Proof-68  finest). 
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Gorgeous  Gem  1879  Trade  $1 
Proof-66 


{2x  photo) 


Gem  Proof  1879  Trade  Dollar 


505  1879  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A splendid  specimen  with  blue  and  lilac 

toning  at  the  centers  changing  to  some  hints  of  gold  at  the  bor- 
ders. Nicely  struck.  Always  in  demand  due  to  the  Proof-only  sta- 
tus of  this  date. 


Cartoon  from  the  trade  dollar  era,  reflecting  that  while  the  Mint  was 
turning  out  a silvery  cascade  of  trade  dollars  for  export  to  China,  at  home 
silver  coins  were  not  used  in  circulation,  and  paper  money,  valued  at  a 
discount,  was  used  to  make  purchases.  Many  citizens  found  the  arrange- 
ment to  be  highly  illogical! 


504  1879  Proof-66  (PCGS).  This  1879  trade  dollar  at  Proof-66  ranks 

as  one  of  the  finest  graded  by  PCGS,  with  only  eight  pieces  being 
nicer,  a situation  worth  contemplating  to  be  sure.  However,  this 
piece  is  vxtmordinary  in  its  beauty',  and  we  suspect  that  its  desirabil- 
ity transcends  most  of  the  competition.  The  obverse  shows  natu- 
ral patination,  with  a gold  and  magenta  center  changing  to  mottled 
electric  blue  and  iridescence  at  the  rim.  The  reverse  displays  deli- 
cate gold  toning  over  deep  mirror  surfaces.  To  see  this  coin  is  to 
love  It.  Keep  your  eye  on  this  as  it  crosses  the  auction  block! 
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(2x  photo) 

506  1880  Proof-67  Cameo  (NGC).  Ranking  near  the  top  of  those 

certified  by  NGC  is  this  lovely  Proof  1880.  Both  sides  are  bril- 
liant, with  light  golden  toning  around  the  rims,  producing  a halo 
effect,  A few  marks  are  seen  in  the  left  obverse  field  and  no  doubt 
have  been  taken  into  consideration  by  the  graders  involved.  The 
1880  is  everlastingly  popular  as  a Proof  only  date.  At  the  time  of 
issue  there  was  a great  speculative  fiurry  in  Proof  trade  dollars,  the 
situation  beginning  in  late  1879  with  trade  dollars  of  tliat  date,  and 
continuing  into  1880.  All  of  the  details  are  in  Dave  Bowers'  1993 
study.  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A Complete 
Encyclopedia.  This  two  volume  set  is  out  of  print  and  has  become 
rare;  if  the  successful  bidder  on  this  lot  does  not  have  a set,  drop  a 
note  to  QDB  at  ANIk  and  he’ll  .send  you  a Xerox  copy  of  the 
particular  pages  describing  this  fiurry  ot  market  activity. 


Superb  Gem  1880  Trade  $1 

Exceptionally  High  Grade 


Exceptional  Gem  1880  Trade  $1 


507  1880  Proof-66  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Ranking  very  high  near 

the  top  census  of  the  PCGS  listings,  this  gem  is  of  exceptional 
quality,  with  frosty  designs  and  devices  against  deep  mirror  fields, 
this  always  being  the  case  (the  same  die  pair  was  used),  but  not 
always  noted  as  cameo  or  deep  cameo.  The  present  piece  is  as  bril- 
liant as  the  day  it  was  made,  thereby  making  the  frost  more  visible 
than  on  toned  coins  (such  as  the  spectacularly  patmated  Proof-66 
PCGS  trade  dollar  of  1879  earlier  offered). 

PCGS  Population:  1;  1 finer  within  the  designation  (Proot-67). 


(2x  photo) 
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Another  Notable  1880  Trade  $1 


(2x  photo) 


508  1880  Proof-66  Cameo  (NGC).  Another  high-grade  1880  trade 

dollar,  the  present  piece  is  light  silver  at  the  centers,  gradually  ton- 
ing to  hints  of  gunmetal-blue  and  gray  at  the  borders,  no  doubt 
the  result  from  storage  for  a long  period  of  time  in  a Raymond 
"National"  album.  Around  the  reverse  are  a few  splashes  of  elec- 
tric blue,  splendid  to  contemplate. 


Rare  1881  Proof  Trade  $1 


509  1881  Proof-65  Cameo  (NGC).  The  1881  is  significantly  harder 

to  find  than  are  Proofs  of  the  preceding  two  dates.  When  found, 
examples  are  often  in  a preservation  significantly  below  this.  Al- 
though the  Proof-65  designation  indicates  a fairly  high  grade,  in 
the  present  instance  the  piece  has  simply  magnificent  eye  appeal, 
with  light  champagne  toning  over  deep  mirror  surfaces.  The  bor- 
der is  pleasing  blue.  From  an  artistic  viewpoint  this  piece  ranks 
very  high.  An  especially  enthusiastic  bid  is  indicated! 


Gem  Proof  1882  Trade  Dollar 

Among  Finest  Certified 


510  1882  Proof-65  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  very  attrac- 

tive, this  ranks  as  one  of  the  finest  certified  within  the  “cameo” 
designation  by  NGC.  The  1882  is  among  the  most  highly  prized 
trade  dollars  of  the  later  years.  This  is  a particularly  beautiful  one. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  3 finer  {Proof-66  DCAM  finest). 


Gorgeous  Gem  Proof  1882  Trade  Dollar 


511  1882  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Explosive  peach  and  rose  at  the  centers 

gives  way  to  rich  neon  blue  and  violet  at  the  rims,  while  a small 
but  intense  burst  ot  mint  brilliance  illuminates  the  wheat  sheat 
immediately  behind  Miss  I.iberrv.  A delightful  gem  that  will  cer- 
tainly see  strong  bidder  support. 
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PRIVATE  AND 
TERRITORIAL  GOLD 


Splendid  1851  Augustus  Humbert  $50  “Slug” 


t 512  1851  Augustus  Humbert.  U.S.  Assay  Office  of  Gold.  S50 

; gold.  K-5.  Rarity-5-.  880  THOUS.  AU-50  (NGC).  Reeded 

; edge.  Inscribed  AUGUSTUS  HUMBERT  UNITED  STATES 

ASSAYER  OF  GOLD  CALIFORNIA  around  the  border,  sec- 
ond major  style  of  the  year,  with  reeded  edge.  At  the  center  ot  the 
' obverse  is  an  American  eagle,  holding  a shield  perched  on  rock, 

with  inscription  surrounding,  and  880  TI  lOUS.  on  a ribbon  above/ 
rhe  reverse  is  of  an  engine-turn  design,  with  a target  at  the  center 
and  interesting  lathe  work  around. 


At  one  time  these  pieces,  sometimes  called  adobe,,  but  popu- 
larly slugs,  were  a mainstay  in  California  commerce.  In  time  thi-y 
were  replaced  with  regular  coins,  but  enough  remained  in  bank- 
ing and  other  channels  that  when  the  S.S.  Central  America  trea- 
sure, lost  at  sea  in  1857  while  carrying  gold  coins  and  ingots  from 
California,  was  found  it  yielded  a handful  of  such  pieces.  Today, 
all  examples  are  scarce  and  highly  prized.  The  present  coin  is  sig- 
nificantly above  average  in  quality. 


Lustrous  1851  Humbert  $50  Slug 


{2x  plioto) 

513  1851  Augustus  Humbert.  U.S.  Assay  Office  of  Gold.  S50 

gold.  K-6.  Rarity-4.  887  THOUS.  MS-61  (NGC).  R.  ^Ud 

edge.  Lovely  deep  golden  surfaces  show  attractive  coppery  IhIon 
framing  devices,  good  lustre  and  excellent  surface  qualinv  .\  be.  i- 
tifu!  specimen  of  this  popular  issue,  perhaps  the  com  ih.e.  'Uv"-! 
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syinbolizeN  the  Clold  Kush  in  the  minds  of  American  collectors 
and  a piece  that  finds  instant  recognition  and  approval  among  even 
the  least  knowledgeable  numismatists.  Sharply  struck  with  good 
details  on  the  sometimes  weak  areas  of  eagle  and  shield,  nice  defi- 
nition among  the  leathers,  good  natural  eye  appeal,  no  heavy  marks, 
minor  planchet  striations  at  AUGUSTUS.  Most  significantly,  there 
are  no  heavy  marks  or  bruises  and  the  rims  appear  to  be  fairly  in- 
tact, with  only  a minuscule  rim  push  at  the  corner  nearest  C of 
CALIFORNIA  seen  under  scrutiny.  This  is  an  exceptional  ex- 
ample and  one  that  would  instantly  satisfy  anyone  who  has  long 
sought  to  own  this  historic  issue. 


1853  U.S.A.O.G.  $10 

900  THOUS  Variety 


514  1853  U.S.  Assay  Office  of  Gold.  SIO.  K-16.  Rarity-6-.  900 

THOUS.  MS-60  (PCGS).  A lustrous,  attractive  example  of  this 
popular  issue,  a denomination  that  today  is  far  scarcer  than  the 
related  S2()  with  same  general  designs.  The  obverse  features  an 
eagle  perched  on  a rock,  standard  motif  for  larger  gold  coins  of  the 
era,  with  inscriptions  surrounding.  The  reverse  reflects  its  pro- 
duction at  the  UNITED  STATES  ASSAY  OFFICE  OF  GOLD, 
SAN  FRANCISCO  CALIFORNIA  1853,  with  portions  of  en- 
gine turning  lattice  work  above  and  below.  Brilliant  and  lustrous 
with  a great  deal  of  eye  appeal. 

I’CGS  Population:  1;  6 finer  (MS-63  finest). 
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GOLD  DOLLARS 

Our  selection  of  gold  dollars  in  this  sale  is  brief  but  contains  multiple; 
pieces.  A gorgeous  gem  Mint  State-67  1851  is  an  early  Type  I highlight. 
Type  II  gold  dollars  are  represented  by  a Mint  State-62  1854,  and  a gemi 
MS-66  1855  Type  II  will  bring  more  than  one  specialist  to  the  fore  wheni 
it  crosses  the  auction  block.  A Mint  State-61  1855-C  dollar,  the  only  Type; 
11  issue  from  that  famous  southern  mint,  should  also  draw  its  own  fair- 
share  of  attention.  A nice  AU  1857-D  is  offered,  and  a choice  MS-64  1859-- 
S is  also  up  for  bids;  it  is  one  of  just  two  examples  of  this  landmark  date- 
graded  so  fine  by  PCGS,  with  no  other  1859-S  gold  dollars  deemed  finer- 
by  that  service. 

Speaking  of  great  rarities,  the  very  next  coin  up  is  a gem  Mint  State-65 
186()-S  gold  dollar,  the  only  one  certified  at  MS-65  by  PCGS,  with  no 
others  finer!  That,  friends,  is  rarity!  A Proof-64  Ultra  Cameo  1863  is  of- 
fered, as  is  a choice  MS-64  1866,  the  section  closing  with  a choice  Proof 
1882  gold  dollar.  Along  the  way  are  many  other  nice  pieces  as  well  as  some 
group  lots  that  offer  a wide  variety  of  dates  and  quality.  All  gold  dollar 
photos  are  2x. 


515  1849  Open  Wreath.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Glistening  honey  gold  with 
distinctive  olive  highlights  and  strong  lustre.  A pleasing  choice 
Uncirculated  specimen  from  the  first  year  of  gold  dollar  coinage. 

516  Group  of  gold  dollars:  iX  1849  Open  Wreath.  Net  EF-40;  sharp- 
ness of  AU-50,  bent  ☆ 1851  Net  VF-35;  sharpness  ofEF-45,  bent 
☆ 1853  Net  EF-45;  sharpness  of  AU-55,  scratches -w-  1854  Type  11. 
Net  EF-45;  sharpness  of  AU-55,  cleaned  and  scratched  tfr  1855 
Net  EF-45;  sharpness  of  AU-55,  cleaned  ☆ 1858  Net  VF-20;  sharp- 
ness of  EF-40,  brushed  ☆ 1886  Net  AU-50;  sharpness  of  AU-58 
PL,  cleaned.  (Total:  7 pieces) 

517  1850-0  MS-61  (SEGS).  Medium  gold,  scattered  marks. 


Superb  Gem  1851  Gold  $1 

High  Condition  Census 


518  1851  MS-67  (NGC).  This  piece  is  unbehevably  beautiful — sharply 

struck  and  with  satiny  lustre,  rich  yellow-orange  in  color,  with  a 
tew  hints  ofblue.  The  obverse  challenges  perfection  fora  gold  dollar 
of  this  design  type,  with  the  striking  being  nearly  full,  and  with  a 
minimum  of  contact  marks.  The  reverse  is  similarly  sharp  and  has 
matching  color.  A few  planchet  laminations  arc  seen  near  the  bot- 
tom border.  Although  the  1851  is  not  rare  as  a date,  in  this  superb 
gem  classification  examples  are  few  and  far  between. 
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519  Quartette  of  gold  dollars:  ☆ 1851-C)  Net  VP-35;  sliarpncss  of 
EF-45,  rim  nicks  ☆ 1853  (2).  Net  EF-45;  sharpness  of  AU-55, 
cleaned;  t)ne  EF-45.  Medium  gold  ☆ 1862  AU-58.  Lustrous  golden 
surfaces.  (Total:  4 pieces) 

520  Trio  of  gold  dollars:  ☆ 1852  EF-45.  Medium  olive-gold  surfaces 
☆ 1856  Slant  5.  VF-35.  Splashes  of  rose  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1862 
AU-53.  Lustrous  yellow  surfaces.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

521  1852-0  MS-62  (SEGS).  Most  mint  lustre  still  remains.  Some- 
what lightly  struck  at  the  centers. 

522  1854  Type  1.  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous  surfaces  with  some  light 
gray  toning. 

523  Trio  of  certified  gold  dollars:  ☆ 1854  Type  1.  MS-61  (NGC). 
Bright  and  lustrous  rose  gold  surfaces  ☆ 1862  MS-62  (PCGS). 
Lustrous  ☆ 1873  Open  3.  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous  yellow  gold 
with  obverse  planchet  flaw  at  rim  above  R (AMERICA),  as  struck. 
(Total:  3 pieces) 

Lustrous  1854  Gold  Dollar 
Type  II 
Sharply  Struck 


524  1854  Type  II.  MS-62  (PCGS).  A lustrous  example  with  deep 

mint  frost  on  both  sides.  Significantly  above  average  in  strike,  with 
superb  detail  to  the  feathers  in  Miss  Liberty’s  headdress  and,  on 
the  reverse,  bold  date  and  all  letters  sharp  in  DOLLAR,  a notable 
exception  to  the  usual  rule.  Some  light  clash  marks  are  seen  on 
both  sides.  A dandy  example  at  the  MS-62  level,  in  fact  one  of  the 
finest  seen  in  this  grade. 

Lustrous  1854  Type  II  Dollar 


525  1854  Type  II.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Much  lustre  still  remains  in  the 

fields.  Somewhat  lightly  struck  at  the  center  of  the  obverse.  The 
reverse  is  sharply  struck  at  the  centers,  somewhat  unusual.  Clash 
marks  arc  seen,  as  typical.  Somewhat  irregular  surfaces  overall.  In- 
person  inspection  is  suggested. 


Another  1854  Type  II  Dollar 


526  1854  Type  II.  AU-58  (NGC).  A lustrous  example  with  irides- 

cent blue  and  gold  surfaces.  Above  average  in  strike,  including  at 
the  center  of  the  reverse.  Prominent  clash  marks  on  both  sides, 
particularly  notable  and  very  interesting  on  the  reverse. 


Superb  Gem  1855  Gold  $1 

Above  Average  Strike 


527  1855  MS-66  (NGC).  As  to  what  to  emphasize  with  this  coin  we 

are  not  quite  sure.  This  specimen  possesses  multiple  advantages. 
First,  the  attribution  at  MS-66  is  exceptional,  ranking  it  high  in 
the  roster  of  pieces  viewed  by  NGC.  That  said,  we  turn  to  the 
striking.  Often  gold  dollars  of  this  date  are  poorly  defined  on  both 
sides,  as  it  was  difficult  for  the  metal  in  this  especially  thin  planchet 
(due  to  an  increase  in  width  over  the  earher  type)  to  fill  out  the 
deepest  recesses  of  the  obverse  and  reverse  dies.  On  the  obverse  of 
the  present  piece  the  details  are  all  there,  including  the  feathers  in 
the  ostrich  plumes.  The  letters  are  sharp  as  are  the  dentils.  While 
we’re  at  it  we’ll  mention  that  the  fields  are  richly  lustrous,  satiny 
in  their  texture.  Some  delicate  clash  marks  can  be  seen  upon  close 
inspection.  On  the  reverse  the  striking  is  very  sharp,  exceptionally 
so,  save  for  a slight  touch  of  lightness  at  the  second  date  digit  and 
in  the  field  above.  The  “agricultural  wreath”  displays  all  of  its  bo- 
tanical details.  Again,  the  fields  have  satiny  lustre.  At  the  center  a 
clash  mark  is  seen,  transferring  the  outline  of  Miss  Liberty’s  por- 
trait. In  summation,  this  coin,  while  highly  desirable  at  the  MS- 
66  level,  is  more  than  that.  Its  aesthetic  value  is  significant,  and  all 
of  this  comes  together  to  create  a piece  that  the  connoisseur  will 
appreciate. 
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Important  1855-C  Gold  Dollar 

Only  Charlotte  Issue  of  the  Type 


528  1855-C  MS-61  (NGC).  The  1855-C  gold  dollar  is  a litde  study 

in  itself,  inasmuch  as  all  known  pieces  are  crude  in  one  way  or 
another,  either  from  striking,  irregular  planchets,  or  a combina- 
tion. The  piece  offered  here  is  no  exception.  The  striking  is  light 
at  the  centers  on  both  sides.  On  the  obverse  there  is  some  graini- 
ness in  the  planchet  at  the  lower  left  at  UNI.  Lustre  is  seen  in  the 
fields  and  is  brilliant.  The  dentils  are  irregular,  as  always.  On  the 
reverse  the  wreath  is  exceptionally  well  detailed,  quite  unusual, 
but  the  dentils  have  their  typical  “mushy’  appearance.  The  mint- 
mark  is  bold. 

Among  1855  Charlotte  Mint  gold  dollars  this  is  one  of  the  top 
nine  certified  by  NGC.  While  to  the  outsider  this  and  other  pieces 
may  seem  incredibly  rustic,  to  the  specialist  this  is  part  of  the  charm. 
The  methods  of  striking  and  planchets  used  varied  considerably 
during  this  period,  especially  at  Charlotte.  The  next  Charlotte  is- 
sue, the  1856-C,  is  usually  even  cruder  in  its  appearance.  Such 
pieces  are  keys  to  the  series,  have  personalities  all  their  own,  and 
are  highly  desired. 

NGC  Census;  5;  4 finer  (MS-62  finest). 


529  1855-0  EF-40  (PCGS).  An  attractive  example  in  bright  yellow 

gold.  Some  surface  marks  on  both  sides  have  been  factored  by 
PCGS,  but  examination  prior  to  bidding  is  recommended.  Some 
light  striking  at  8 (1855),  typical  for  the  date  and  type. 


Lustrous  1857-D  Gold  Dollar 


530  1857-D  AU-53  (NGC).  Light  yellow  gold.  Highly  lustrous.  Some 

areas  oflight  striking,  as  typically  for  1857-D,  but  above  average  in 
overall  aspects — although  hardly  to  be  compared  to  a Philadelphia 
Mint  variety.  The  1857-D  typically  has  indistinct  details  on  cer- 
tain higher  parts  and  is  not  struck  as  carefully  (1857-C,  not  offered 
here,  is  even  more  rustic). 


Landmark  1859-S  Gold  $1 
Choice  Mint  State 
Top  PCGS  Grade 


531  1859-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  This  is  one  of  the  most  exciting  coins  in 

the  present  catalogue,  an  1859-S  gold  dollar  in  choice  Mint  State. 
This  particular  variety  is  usually  encountered  in  worn  grades,  or  if 
in  Mint  State,  at  lower  levels  and  without  much  eye  appeal.  The 
present  piece  is  a remarkable  exception,  making  it  a numismatic 
landmark,  a magnet  for  specialists  in  the  series.  Indeed,  PCGS  has 
only  one  other  grading  event  at  this  level,  and  none  higher.  Re- 
markable! 

The  obverse  displays  Miss  Liberty’s  portrait  well  struck,  with 
excellent  detail  including  all  of  the  ostrich  plume.  The  letters  are 
bold,  as  are  the  dentils,  the  fields  are  satiny.  The  reverse  follows 
suit  and  displays  the  surrounding  wreath  with  the  minutest  deli- 
cate details  nicely  delineated.  The  inintmark  is  bold  as  are  the  den- 
tils. At  the  center  there  is  some  truly  trivial  weakness,  but  the  let- 
ters and  numerals  are  completely  full.  The  fields  are  satiny.  This 
piece  is  so  beautiful  that  simply  contemplating  it  might  prompt 
the  viewer  to  start  immediately  building  a set  of  gold  dollars  by 
date  and  mint! 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer. 
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Incredible  Gem  1860-S  Gold  Dollar 
Sole  Highest  PCGS  Grade 
Of  Incredible  Rarity 


I 532  1860-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  All  stops  can  be  pulled  out,  all  conven- 

tional wisdom  left  behind  when  this  piece  crosses  the  block.  Among 
gold  dollars  the  1860-S  is  extremely  scarce  in  Mint  State,  very  rare 
in  anything  claiming  to  be  choice  or  nearly  so,  and  in  the  impos- 
sible category  in  gem  preservation,  as  here.  Indeed,  this  is  the  only 
piece  certified  MS-65  by  PCGS,  with  no  contender  in  sight  left 
or  right. 

As  if  this  were  not  enough,  the  coin  is  exquisite  in  striking 
sharpness,  a veritable  paragon  of  desirability,  with  excellent  detail 
on  the  hair  of  Miss  Liberty,  the  plumes  of  the  ostrich  feathers,  and 
; on  the  wreath,  including  on  the  bow.  Both  fields  are  deeply  and 

richly  lustrous,  with  warm  yellow  gold  toning. 

In  the  field  of  gold  dollars  from  1849  through  1889  the  cata- 
loguer has  handled  all  of  the  dates  and  mintmarks  over  a long  pe- 
riod of  time,  including  many  gems  and  notable  rarities.  However, 
I few  offerings  of  any  kind  can  hold  a candle  to  this!  By  way  of  com- 

parison, we  have  had  more  gem  1875  Proof  $3  coins  or  1879  or 
I 1880  Coiled  Hair  $4  Stellas  than  we  have  coins  even  approaching 

the  present  1860-S  in  quality.  Although  in  the  panorama  of  auc- 
tions in  our  era,  there  will  be  coins  that  sell  for  more  than  this,  few 
can  match  the  combined  rarity,  desirability,  and  quality  of  this  sim- 
ply extraordinary  1860-S  gold  dollar. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer. 


533  1861  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  attractive.  Well  struck.  Im- 

portant as  the  first  year  of  the  Civil  War. 


Exceedingly  Rare  Proof  1863  $i 

Quality  Personified 


534  1863  Proof-64  Ultra  Cameo  (NGC).  A brilliant  and  beautiful 

specimen,  the  very  personification  of  eye  quality.  Frosty  designs 
and  inscriptions  are  set  against  deep  mirror  fields  with  “orange 
peel”  surface.  Not  many  more  than  a dozen  Proofs  of  the  date  are 
believed  to  exist  today,  of  which  this  must  be  among  the  finest 
regarding  eye  appeal.  Beyond  that,  the  1863  is  very  desirable  as  a 
date,  as  high-grade  circulation  strikes  arc  rare  as  well. 

NGC  C.cnsus:  3;  4 (Proof-66  finest). 


Choice  Mint  State  1866  Gold  $1 

Sharply  Struck  and  Attractive 


535  1866  MS-64  (NGC).  A lovely  Mint  State  coin  in  the  choice  cat- 

egory, this  piece  is  well  struck,  brilliant,  and  very  attractive  over- 
all. The  fields  are  highly  lustrous,  with  preparation  marks  visible 
on  both  sides.  The  details  are  exceptional,  including  on  the  por- 
trait, the  plumes  above  Miss  Liberty’s  head,  and  on  the  reverse  in 
all  areas  of  the  wreath,  not  overlooking  the  ribbon  knot  (an  area 
that  is  sometimes  weak). 


536  1873  Close  3.  MS-63  PL  (SEGS).  Brilliant  with  light  yellow 

gold.  Some  lightness  of  striking  at  the  center  two  figures  of  the 
date.  From  the  early  dies  of  this  year  with  “Close  3”  in  date,  a 
feature  thought  to  resemble  an  “8,”  causing  it  to  be  modified  later. 

Rare  1882  Proof  Gold  $1 


537  1882  Proof-63  (PCGS).  A lovely  example  at  the  Proof-63  level, 

the  present  piece  is  quite  well  struck  and  has  an  attractive  golden 
orange  hue.  The  Proof  surfaces  are  of  the  popular  “orange  peel" 
character.  A few  scattered  marks  are  seen  here  and  there,  typical 
for  the  grade. 

Both  obverse  and  reverse  fields  are  neitlier  basined  nor  plane,  but  are  some- 
what wavy,  as  made  (particularly  noticeable  when  the  coin  is  held  at  an  angle  to 
the  light).  This  is  rv'pical  of  all  pieces.  The  mirror  surface  was  applied  without 
certain  of  the  usual  earlier  processes  taking  place. 
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QUARTER  EAGLES 

The  first  two  lots  in  our  current  offering  of  quarter  eagles  also  are 
two  of  the  most  famous  of  all  American  rarities.  First  up  is  a 1796  With 
Stars  m AU-55,  a great  and  formidable  rarity  that  has  been  well-re- 
garded as  a numismatic  challenge  and  for  its  low  reported  mintage — 
432  pieces — practically  since  the  inception  of  coin  collecting  in  this 
country.  The  next  lot  needs  no  introduction,  for  the  fame  and  rarity  of 
the  1808  quarter  eagle — a one-year-only  design  type — is  well  known 
throughout  the  hobby,  and  the  choice  AU-55  specimen  offered  herein 
should  delight  its  next  owner  significantly.  A Cameo  Proof-64  1831 
Capped  Head  is  offered,  as  is  a choice  MS-64  1833,  followed  immedi- 
ately by  an  1835  Classic  Head  in  the  same  grade!  Choice  AU  examples 
of  1839-D,  1842-D,  1843-0  Small  Date  and  numerous  others  can  be 
found,  along  with  Mint  State  examples  of  1839-D,  1840-0,  1843-0 
Small  Date  (choice  MS-64),  1844-D,  and  1846-0.  Further  highlights 
include  AU  examples  of  1848-D,  1850-D,  1856-C,  1856-0,  1856-S, 


Classic  1796  Quarter  Eagle  Rarity 

Stars  on  Obverse 
Beautiful  to  Behold 
Just  432  Reportedly  Struck 


(2x  photo) 


538  1796  Breen-2.  Rarity-5.  With  Stars.  AU-55  (NGC).  The  1796 

quarter  eagle  is  known  in  three  die  combinations,  two  of  the  ear- 
lier style  without  obverse  stars  (differentiated  by  two  different  re- 
verses), and  one  of  the  style  with  obverse  stars,  as  here.  The  present 
piece  is  in  light  gold  and  fairly  well  struck.  As  the  first  year  of  the 
with-stars  type  and  also  as  a rarity  in  its  own  right,  the  variety  has 
been  long  sought.  Exactly  how  many  exist  is  difficult  to  deter- 
mine from  certification  data,  as  these  are  sufficiently  valuable  that 
resubmission  may  account  for  many  ot  the  population  numbers. 


along  with  Mint  State  examples  of  1855  in  MS-64,  and  1857  in  the 
same  grade. 

Numerous  other  “dainties”  abound — indeed,  we  could  fill  an  en- 
tire page  with  famous  dates  and  impressive  grades,  but  we’ll  call  out 
just  a few  more  pieces  to  entice  the  quarter  eagle  specialist  within  you. 
Among  the  later  highlights  are  an  Ultra  Cameo  Proof-64  1878,  one  of 
just  20  Proofs  of  the  date  struck,  and  a choice  AU-58  1881,  one  ofjust 
640  circulation  strikes  of  the  date  produced.  Gem  Proof  1895,  1900, 
1902,  and  1907  pieces  round  out  the  Liberty  quarter  eagles.  Among 
great  Indian  quarter  eagles  can  be  found  a choice  Satin  Proof-64  1909 
and  a Satin  Proof  of  1910  in  the  same  lofty  grade.  Four  examples  of  the 
key  date  1911-D  can  be  found  as  well.  The  quarter  eagles  in  this  sale 
represent  a wide  panorama  of  dates  and  grades,  from  readily  available 
dates,  pieces  that  the  average  collector  may  enjoy  owning,  to  greatly 
prized  rarities  for  which  only  the  most  advanced  collectors  will  go  head- 
to-head  to  acquire.  No  matter  where  your  bidding  acumen  or  budget 
take  you,  there  truly  is  something  for  everyone  awaiting  you  among 
this  offering  of  quarter  eagles! 


Highly  Important  1808  Quarter  Eagle 
Lustrous  AU 
Only  Year  of  Type 


(2x  photo) 


539  1808  B-1.  Rarity-4.  AU-55  (NGC).  Among  quarter  eagles  the 

1808  is  especially  highly  desired,  representing  the  only  year  of  the 
design  type.  The  present  piece  is  light  yellow,  with  some  lustre  in 
hidden  areas.  On  the  obverse  there  are  some  planchet  flaws  at  the 
stars,  and  on  the  reverse  some  marks  can  be  seen.  In-person  ex- 
amination is  suggested,  as  this  piece  is  expensive,  rare,  and  will 
require  some  contemplation  before  purchasing.  It  is  exceedingly 
difficult  to  take  a single  number  and  use  it  for  valuation,  without 
such  inspection,  as  there  are  so  many  variables.  Added  to  the  pre- 
ceding is  the  fact  that  all  known  1808  quarter  eagles  arc  lightly 
struck  in  one  area  or  another. 

Among  coins  needed  to  complete  a type  set  of  United  States 
designs  the  two  rarest  seem  to  be  the  1796  quarter  eagle  without 
obverse  stars  and  the  1808  of  the  same  denomination,  the  last  be- 
ing offered  here. 
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Marvelous  Mint  State  1831  $2.50 

From  the  Pittman  Collection 


i 540  1831  B-l.Rarity-7+.  Proof-64  Cameo  (NGC).  The  1831  quar- 

ter eagle  is  a legendary  rarity  in  any  grade,  and  the  offering  of  one 
is  always  a special  occasion.  In  the  present  instance  we  have  a piece 
classified  by  NGC  as  Proof-64  Cameo,  the  only  piece  at  this  level 
and  with  none  finer.  This  is  the  famous  coin  from  the  Pittman 
Collection,  catalogued  by  David  W.  Akers  conservatively  as  “pos- 
sible Proof — sold  as  a Proofin  the  1948  ‘Memorable’  sale,  listed  in 
Breen’s  Proof  Encyclopedia,  but  further  described  as  ‘Very  Choice 
Uncirculated,’  but  considered  by  some  to  be  a Proof”  Even  David 
Akers,  w'hose  opinion  we  value  especially  highly,  wasn’t  certain. 

Offered  as  Lot  1717  by  David  Akers  in  May  1998,  the  coin  is 
described  as  Very  Choice  Uncirculated,  but  considered  by  some  to 
be  a Proof  Very  sharply  struck  except  for  the  slightest  weakness 
where  the  eagle’s  left  wing  joins  the  shield  and  on  the  three  vertical 
bars  in  the  first  (left)  stripe.  The  stars  are  all  very  bold  and  have  all  of 
their  radial  lines.  The  fields  are  fully  prootlike — this  is  one  of  those 
prooflike  coins  that  really  does  look  like  a Proof,  so  much  so  that  it 


was  catalogued  and  sold  as  a Proofin  Numismatic  Gallery’s  “Memo- 
rable” sale  of  1948  where  JJP  purchased  it.  It  is  also  listed  in  Walter 
Breen’s  Proof  Encyclopedia  as  specimen  No.  4,  but  his  other  pedi- 
gree information  under  that  particular  listing  is  incorrect  since  this 
coin  did  not  come  from  the  William  H.  Woodin  sale  and  it  did  not 
appear  later  in  the  Grant  Pierce  sale.  (It  has  remained  in  the  Pittman 
Collection  since  1948.)  This  coins  was  purchased  by  JJP  on  3/2/48 
from  Numismatic  Gallery’s  Sale  of  the  “Memorable”  Collection, 
Lot  91,  for  $65.  Earlier,  the  coin  was  in  Stack’s  sale  of  the  “J.F.  Bell” 
(Jake  Shapiro)  Collection  in  1944,  Lot  97. 

No  matter  how  you  classify  it,  here,  indeed,  is  one  of  the  most 
important  early  quarter  eagles  to  be  sold  in  our  era. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 

From  Stack’s  sale  of  the  “J.F.  Bell”  Jake  Shapiro)  Collection  in  1944, 
Lot  91',  Numismatic  Gallery’s  sale  of  the  “Memorable”  Collection,  March 
1948,  Lot  91;  David  Akers  sale  of  the John  Jay  Pittman  Collection,  May 
1998,  Lot  1717. 
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Choice  1833  Quarter  Eagle 
Prootlike  Surfaces 


541  1833  B-1.  Rarity-4.  MS-64  (NGC).  The  1833  quarter  eagle  is 

another  entry  in  the  lineup  of  rarities  of  this  denomination.  The 
present  piece  is  classified  as  MS-64,  but  if  it  were  a Morgan  silver 
dollar  it  would  be  called  MS-64  DMPL,  for  both  surfaces  are  highly 
proofiike.  Optimists  might  even  call  it  a full  Proof 

In  actuality,  the  piece  seems  to  be  a circulation  strike,  a nicely 
struck  one  at  that,  with  prooflike  characteristics  on  both  sides. 
There  is  some  very  light  toning  against  bright  gold  surfaces.  The 
striking  is  excellent,  with  nearly  all  details  sharply  defined. 

NGC  Census:  4;  2 finer  (MS-67  finest). 

Of  the  1833  quarter  eagles  just  4,160  were  struck,  that  mintage  about  in 
step  with  others  earlier  in  the  decade.  During  this  time  no  gold  coins  circulated 
at  par  in  the  United  States.  It  cost  more  than  S2.50  in  gold  to  create  a quarter 
eagle,  and  thus  such  were  made  only  on  order  of  depositors.  Among  the  deposi- 
tors was  the  Treasury  Department,  who  caused  certain  $2.50  and  $5  pieces  to 
be  made  for  payment  to  selected  politicos.  Senators  such  as  Thomas  Hart  Benton 
(architect  of  the  coinage  Act  ofjune  28,  1834)  were  permitted  to  receive  their 
gold  coins  at  par  in  their  pay  envelopes,  and  many  did.  Likely  this  accounted  for 
the  distribution  of  most  quarter  eagles  of  this  era.  The  recipients  did  not  keep 
them  as  souvenirs  but  exchanged  them  with  bullions  dealers,  realizing  a small 
premium  in  the  transaction.  However,  more  were  saved,  percentage-wise,  than 
were  half  eagles  of  the  era,  the  latter  being  primarily  e.xported. 


Remarkable  Quality  1835  $2.50 

Superb  Eye  Appeal 


543  1836  EF-45  (NGC).  Attractive  light  yellow  gold  with  some  mint 
lustre  still  remaining. 

544  Pair  of  Classic  Head  quarter  eagles:  ☆ 1836.  Net  VF-35;  sharp- 
ness of  EF-45,  scratches  ☆ 1839/8.  Net  EF-40;  sharpness  of  EF- 
45,  rim  cut.  (Total;  2 pieces) 


545  1837  B-6145.  MS-61  (SEGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Some  light- 
ness of  strike  at  the  center  obverse  as  usual.  Some  brush  marks  are 
noted  on  the  reverse.  Overall,  a nicer  piece  than  typically  seen. 

546  1839  EF-40  (NGC).  Medium  yellow-orange  gold.  Last  date  of 
the  Classic  Head  type. 


Exceptional  1839-D  $2.50  Gold 
Lustrous  Mint  State 


547  1839-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Among  quarter  eagles  of  the  Classic 

Head  type  the  present  1839-D  stands  as  a landmark.  It  is  clearly 
Mint  State,  quite  well  struck,  in  rich  yellow  gold,  and  with  nearly 
all  of  the  lustre  remaining.  The  portrait  on  this  issue  is  quite  un- 
usual in  its  features,  representing  somel  of  the  experimentation 
that  was  going  on  in  the  quarter  eagle  series,  numismatically  de- 
fined today  by  differences  in  the  hair  style.  Seemingly,  in  this  time 
engraver  Christian  Gobrecht  was  experimenting  with  the  copper 
cent  and  the  gold  quarter  eagle,  both  being  the  smallest  denomi- 
nations made  at  the  time  in  their  respective  metals. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  3 finer  (MS-64  finest). 


542  1835  B-6141.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A beautiful  specimen,  remarkable 

quality’  overall,  of  the  second  year  of  the  Classic  Head  design.  Both 
obverse  and  reverse  are  a rich  and  warm  golden  yellow.  The  obverse 
is  somewhat  proofiike.  Typical  strike  at  the  centers  for  this  variety 
with  some  lightness.  In  summation,  for  the  1835  this  is  remarkable 
quality,  an  aspect  echoed  by  the  PCGS  certification  data,  which 
project  this  piece  as  among  the  top  handful  of  finest  known. 

PCGS  PopuLition:  2;  2 finer  (MS-65  finest). 
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Scarce  1839-D  Quarter  Eagle 

First  Dahlonega  Issue 


Important  1842-D  $2.50 

Among  Finest  Certified 


548  1839-D  AU-53  (NGC).  The  1839-D  quarter  eagle,  not  an 

overdate  but  years  ago  often  referred  to  as  “1839/8-D,”  represents 
the  first  coin  of  this  denomination  issued  from  the  Dahlonega  Mint 
and  also  the  only  Dahlonega  piece  of  the  Classic  Head  style.  Just 
13,674  were  struck,  the  lowest  production  from  the  four  mints 
employed  in  this  transitional  year.  The  obverse  features  are  bold 
on  both  sides  there  is  moderate  wear,  particularly  noticeable  on 
the  higher  areas.  Some  vestiges  of  mint  lustre  can  be  seen,  particu- 
larly on  the  reverse.  This  piece  did  its  duty  in  circulation  and  was 
passed  hand  to  hand  for  some  time,  after  which  it  was  preserved 
for  our  contemplation  today.  A highly  important  and  historical 
coin,  this  piece  will  be  enthusiastically  received,  a middle-grade 
example  to  begin  a Dahlonega  collection. 


Mint  State  1840-0  Quarter  Eagle 


549  1840-0  MS-61  (NGC).  Lustrous  yellow  gold.  Some  striking 

weakness  is  seen  at  the  centers,  typical  for  the  date  and  the  type. 
Considerably  rarer  at  AU  or  finer  than  its  mintage  of33,580  pieces 
suggests — the  gold  coins  of  the  New  Orleans  Mint  typically  re- 
ceived a real  workout  in  the  channels  of  commerce.  Only  a half 
dozen  1840-0  quarter  eagles  have  been  graded  finer  than  this  one 
by  NGC. 

NGC  Census:  7;  6 finer  (MS-63  finest). 


550  1842-D  AU-58  (NGC).  Ranking  among  the  top  eight  certified 

by  NGC  this  1842-D  quarter  eagle  is  an  important  opportunity 
for  the  Dahlonega  specialist.  Just  4,643  were  minted,  and  no  ef- 
fort was  made  to  preserve  specimens  for  numismatic  posterity  at 
the  time.  The  present  piece  is  medium  yellow  gold,  above  average 
in  strike,  and  has  a pleasing  appearance  overall.  A few  marks  are 
seen  here  and  there,  including  a tiny  scratch  by  the  first  star.  This 
piece  should  attract  considerable  attention  when  it  crosses  the  auc- 
tion block. 


551  1843-C  Large  Date.  VF-25  (PCGS).  Light  yellow  surfaces. 

Somew'hat  lightly  struck  at  the  centers,  particularly  on  the  reverse, 
this  being  typical.  Ever  popular  Charlotte  issue. 


Condition  Census  1843-0  $2.50 
Small  Date 
Choice  Mint  State 


552  1843-0  Small  Date,  Crosslet  4.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Quite  memo- 

rable and  important  is  this  lovely  1843-0  quarter  eagle,  small  date 
variety.  Both  sides  are  deeply  and  richly  lustrous,  no  imagination 
needed  here.  The  striking  is  somewhat  above  average,  but  with 
some  lightness  at  the  lower  left  of  the  reverse,  this  being  n-pical. 
Warm  yellow-orange  gold  is  pleasing  to  the  eye.  Early  New  Or- 
leans gold  issues  are  very  difficult  to  find  at  any  Mint  State  level. 
In  truly  lustrous,  attractive  choice  preservation  just  about  every 
issue  is  quite  rare.  The  quarter  eagle  specialist  will  want  to  bid 
generously  to  land  this  beauty. 

PCGS  Population;  4;  none  finer. 
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1843-0  Small  Date,  Crosslet  4.  AU-58  (NGC).  Another  nice 
quarter  eagle,  this  piece  is  in  light  yellow  gold  and  will  fit  nicely 
into  a specialized  collection.  While  a Mint  State  example  would 
be  preferable,  of  course,  the  fact  remains  that  over  several  genera- 
tions, the  typical  collection  of  quarter  eagles  by  date  and  mint  was 
apt  to  have  New  Orleans  pieces  at  about  this  grade  level,  often  not 
even  as  nice. 


554  1843-0  Large  Date,  Plain  4.  EF-45  (PCGS).  A lovely  example 

at  the  EF-45  level,  this  piece  will  be  just  right  for  a date  and  mint 
set  of  quarter  eagles.  A fair  amount  of  mint  lustre  can  be  seen  in 
the  protected  areas,  more  so  on  the  reverse  than  on  the  obverse. 


555  Pair  ofLiberty  quarter  eagles:  ☆ 1843-0  Large  Date.  VF-35  sir  1845 
EF-40.  Both  cleaned  at  one  time.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


Mint  State  1844-D  S2.50 

Sharp  and  Lustrous 


556  1844-D  MS-61  (NGC).  A coin  of  above  average  sharpness  and 

with  most  lustre  still  remaining,  this  1844-D  is  among  the  finest 
we  have  seen  in  recent  times.  The  mintage  of  17,332  pieces  places 
this  out  of  the  great  rarities  category,  but  still  in  all  grades  the  1844- 
1)  is  quite  scarce.  Relatively  few  have  achieved  the  level  offered 
here,  or  higher. 

The  date  logotype  was  “rocked”  into  the  working  die  during  the  applica- 
tion, with  the  result  that  the  numerals  are  heavy  overall,  but  bolder  at  their  tops 
and  bottoms,  interesting  to  observe  under  magnification.  On  the  reverse  mul- 
tiple clash  marks  are  seen  above  the  eagle’s  wing. 


Stunning  1846-0  Quarter  Eagle 
High  Condition  Census 


557  1846-0  MS-64  (NGC).  A stunning  specimen  with  deep  rich  lus- 

tre, frosty  and  bright,  and  a treat  to  the  eye.  This  ranks  very  close 
to  the  top  of  the  NGC  Census.  The  striking  is  light  at  the  obverse 
and  reverse  centers,  this  being  typical,  but  we  mention  it  anyway — 
not  a negative  to  prospective  buyers  (as  would  be  if  this  were  a 
Philadelphia  Mint  coin).  As  noted  earlier.  New  Orleans  gold  coins 
of  the  early  years  are  very  difficult  to  find  in  a combination  of 
choice  Mint  State  plus  eye  appeal.  The  specialist  should  consider 
this  possibility  carefully. 

NGC  Census:  1;  1 finer  (MS-66). 


558  1847-0  AU-50  (PCGS).  This  New  Orleans  Mint  quarter  eagle 

is  in  light  yellow  gold,  as  pieces  from  this  mint  often  are.  The  date 
logotype  was  very  deeply  impressed  into  the  working  die  with  the 
numerals  so  large  that  they  barely  fit  in  the  space  allotted. 


Attractive  1848-D  $2.50 


559  1848-D  AU-50  (PCGS).  A very  attractive  example  in  bright  yel- 

low-orange gold.  Somewhat  prooflike.  A few  marks  are  seen  here 
and  there,  taken  into  consideration  when  the  numbers  were  as- 
signed. The  eye  appeal,  not  often  considered  by  many  purchasers, 
is  fully  present  here — the  coin  is  very  attractive.  Given  the  popu- 
larity of  Dahlonega  Mint  coins  and  the  visual  aspects  of  this  coin, 
we  expect  much  interest  when  it  crosses  the  block. 


560  Pair  ofLiberty  Head  quarter  eagles:  ☆ 1850  AU-55  (NGC). 
Golden  surfaces  with  original  mint  lustre  in  the  protected  areas.  A 
bisecting  die  crack  is  noted  on  the  obverse  ☆ 1868-S  EF-45  (NGC). 
Yellow  gold  surfaces  with  hints  of  rose.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

561  Group  of  quarter  eagles:  ☆ 1850  Net  EF-45.  Yellow  gold  with 
faint  olive  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1853  (2).  AU-50.  Lustrous  yellow 
gold;  one  EF-40.  ILich  rose  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1857  EF-45.  Rose- 
gold  surfaces  ☆ 1878  EF-45.  Medium  yellow  gold  with  rose  at  the 
peripheries  li'  1908  Indian.  EF-45.  Lustrous  yellow  gidd  PM3 
EF-40.  Rose-gold.  (Total:  7 pieces) 
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Impressive  1850-D  $2.50 


Choice  Mint  State  1855  $2.50 


) 562  1850-D  AU-58  (NGC).  Bright  and  lustrous  yellow  gold  with  a 

touch  of  prootlike  reflectivity  in  the  fields  and  among  the  pro- 
tected areas.  Just  12,148  quarter  eagles  of  the  date  were  struck,  and 
survivors  from  that  mintage  tend  to  cluster  in  the  VF  to  EF  range — 
anything  above  EF  and  the  specialists  begin  to  take  note.  In  fact, 
fewer  than  a dozen  1850-D  quarter  eagles  have  been  certified  finer 
than  the  present  “looker”  by  NGC. 

NGC  Census:  34;  11  finer  (MS-63  finest). 


563  1850-0  AU-55  (NGC).  Pale  yellow  surfaces  on  both  sides.  Some 
lustre  remains.  Typical  strike  with  some  lightness  at  the  centers. 

564  Pair  of  1851-0  quarter  eagles  grading  AU-50.  Both  pieces 
cleaned  long  ago.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

565  Group  of  quarter  eagles  with  minor  problems:  ☆ 1852  Net 
AU-5(),  lightly  brushed  ☆ 1856  Net  VF-35,  cleaned  ☆ 1904  Net 
VF-35,  mount  removed  ☆ 1912  Net  EF-45,  scratches  ☆ 1913  Net 
EF-45,  cleaned  ☆ 1914  Net  EF-45,  cleaned  ☆ 1914-D  Net  EF-40, 
cleaned.  Each  is  finer  for  sharpness.  (Total:  7 pieces) 

566  Quartette  of  quarter  eagles:  ☆ 1852  Net  VF-35;  sharpness  of 
EF-45,  cleaned  ☆ 1878-S  Net  EF-45;  sharpness  of  AU-50,  cleaned 
☆ 1914  Net  EF-45;  sharpness  of  AU-50,  cleaned  ☆ 1915  AU-50. 
Lustrous  golden  surfaces  with  reverse  scratches  noted.  (Total:  4 
pieces) 


567  1852-0  AU-50  (NGC).  Light  yellow  gold  with  some  surface 
marks  on  both  sides.  About  typical  for  a New  Orleans  Mint  quar- 
ter eagle,  with  lightness  of  strike  at  the  centers,  most  evident  at  the 
lower  left  of  the  shield  on  the  reverse. 

The  present  section  of  the  catalogue  gives  the  opportunity  to 
acquire  a number  ot  inexpensive  but  numismatically  desirable  quar- 
ter eagles  in  popular  grades  such  as  EF  and  AU. 

568  Selection  of  Liberty  and  Indian  quarter  eagles:  ☆ 1854  AU- 
58  ☆ 1861  AU-5()  ☆ 1907  MS-6()  ☆ 1915  EF-45  ☆ 1925-D  AU-55 
☆ 1927  AU-58  ☆ 1929  AU-55.  All  are  lustrous  and  attractive.  (To- 
tal: 7 pieces) 


569  1855  MS-64  (NGC).  Well  struck  with  satiny  lustre,  showing  or- 

ange-gold surfaces.  Not  rare  as  a date,  but  decidedly  elusive  at  this 
level. 


Attractive  1856-C  Quarter  Eagle 


570  1856-C  AU-53  (NGC).  An  attractive  yellow  gold  example  of  this 

scarce  and  ever  popular  Charlotte  Mint  quarter  eagle,  a variety  of 
which  just  7,931  were  minted,  or  less  than  l/600th  of  the  Phila- 
delphia Mint  production.  A nice  example,  at  this  grade  level,  for 
the  Charlotte  specialist. 


Pleasing  1856-0  Quarter  Eagle 


571  1856-0  AU-58  (PCGS).  A pleasing  example  with  most  original 

mint  lustre  still  intact.  A tiny  scratch  is  seen  above  the  last  digit  of 
the  date.  Striking  is  e.xcellent  on  obverse  and  reverse,  with  very 
good  detail,  including  at  the  lower  left  of  the  shield  (often  weak). 
On  the  reverse  an  area  of  copper  toning  is  seen  at  the  upper  left. 

PCGS  Population:  9;  2 finer  (MS-62  finest). 

New  Orleans  Mint  quarter  eagles  of  this  era  are  quite  scarce,  more  so  than 
generally  realized.  There  arc  not  as  many  people  who  collect  these  as  there  are 
collectors  of  Charlotte  and  Dahlonega  pieces,  thereby  yielding  interesting  op- 
portunities to  acquire  rare  examples  at  prices  that  are  lower  than  would  other- 
wise be  the  case. 
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1856-S  AU-55  (NGC).  Much  lustre  is  still  seen  on  both  sides. 
Significantly  above  average  in  strike,  this  being  rv’pical  of  San  Fran- 
cisco quarter  eagles  of  the  era,  in  contrast  to  those  of  New  Orleans 
which  often  are  lightly  impressed. 


High-Grade  1857  Quarter  Eagle 


573  1857  MS-64  (NGC).  A deeply  lustrous  specimen,  this  is  one  of 

the  nicest  examples  we  have  seen  of  this  otherwise  plentiful  vari- 
ety. The  striking  is  about  typical,  with  some  lightness  at  the  stars 
and  the  dentils.  This  piece,  classified  as  condition  rarity,  has  a lot  of 
eye  appeal.  Among  extant  examples  of  the  1857  Philadelphia  Mint 
quarter  eagle  this  piece  is  probably  in  the  top  1%  of  quality. 

NGC  Census:  6;  3 finer  (MS-66  finest). 


Lustrous  1868-S  Quarter  Eagle 


574  1868-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  much  lustre  remaining, 

more  on  the  reverse  than  on  the  obverse,  this  being  typical  ot  the 
design.  The  striking  is  quite  good,  with  excellent  detail  on  both 
sides.  Although  the  mintage  of  the  1868-S  was  34,000  pieces,  all 
went  into  circulation  where  they  were  extensively  used,  with  the 
result  that  today  the  typically  seen  piece  is  at  the  VF  level,  seldom 
EF,  and  even  less  often  AU. 


Lustrous  1875-S  Quarter  Eagle 


(2.x  photo) 


575  1875-S  MS-62  (NGC).  This  example  is  sharply  struck  and  quite 

lustrous,  particularly  frosty'  on  the  reverse.  Among  pieces  viewed 
by  NGC  this  is  in  the  top  six,  ranking  it  as  Condition  Census. 
Few  others  exist  in  this  grade. 

Stii  Onsus:  5;  1 finer  (MS-65). 


The  date  logotype  was  “rocked”  into  the  working  die  with  the  result  that  it 
is  somewhat  shallow  at  the  center  ol  each  numeral  and  heavier  at  the  top  and 
bottom,  but  still  overall  lightly  impressed — very  interesting  to  inspect,  the  sort 
of  thing  that  the  late  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  would  have  made  a note  of. 


Mint  State  1877-S  Quarter  Eagle 


576  1877-S  MS-62  (NGC).  A lustrous  specimen  with  orange  gold  i 
surfaces  with  some  hints  ot  brown.  About  typical  strike  for  the  ■! 
issue.  The  next  to  last  San  Francisco  quarter  eagle  of  the  Liberty  ; 

Head  type.  ■ 

1 

577  1877-S  MS-61  (SEGS).  The  “light  cleaning”  did  happen,  but  it  is  ; 
not  flagrant  in  its  appearance,  and  thus  the  value  of  the  piece  is  not  : 
diminished  as  much  as  would  otherwise  be  the  case.  The  striking 

is  quite  good  on  both  sides,  there  is  much  lustre,  and  the  coin  has 
a lot  to  recommend  it.  In-person  examination  is  suggested. 


Incredibly  Rare  Proof  1878  $2.50 
Mintage:  20 


(2x  photo) 


578  1878  Proof-64  Ultra  Cameo  (NGC).  Just  20  examples  were 

struck  of  the  Proof  1878  quarter  eagle,  and  some  of  these  have 
disappeared.  The  present  piece  is  warm  yellow-orange,  attractive 
overall. 

Time  was  when  the  appearance  of  any  Proof  gold  coin  ot  this 
year  was  a marvelous  occasion,  what  with  the  low  mintage.  A gen- 
eration or  two  ago  such  pieces,  when  sold,  tended  to  go  into  spe- 
cialized collections  and  stay  there  for  a long  time.  Not  so  today, 
w'hen  there  is  an  active  market  for  “trophy  coins.”  Often  such  pieces 
are  bought,  contemplated  for  a while,  and  then  put  back  on  the 
market-a  phenomenon  that  would  make  our  forbearers  quite  sur- 
prised. This  translates  into  opportunities  that  were  never  before 
available.  We  hope  that  the  successful  new  owner  of  this  classic 
rarity  “socks  it  away”  for  a comparatively  long  time. 

NGC  Census:  4;  none  finer. 
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Landmark  1881  Quarter  Eagle 
Mintage:  640  Pieces 


Superlative  Gem  Uncirculated  1896  $2.50 

Tied  for  Finest  Graded  by  NGC 


photo) 


579  1881  AU-58  (NGC).  Among  19th-century  coins  there  are  not 
many  gold  issues  with  a circulation  strike  mintage  of  below  1,000 
pieces,  but  this  date  is  one  of  them!  Only  640  pieces  were  made, 
probably  none  of  which  were  saved,  as  numismatists  of  the  era  sim- 
ply desired  Proofs.  Today,  circulation  strikes  are  exceedingly  rare. 
How  many  are  known  cannot  be  determined,  as  all  are  so  valuable 
that  resubmissions  to  grading  services  have  distorted  the  data. 
However,  without  doubt  examples  are  very  rare.  This  lovely  1881 
is  light  yellow  and  retains  significant  mint  lustre.  The  eye  appeal  is 
excellent. 

Beginning  in  1880  and  continuing  through  1907,  quarter  eagles 
were  produced  only  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  none  at  the  branches. 
Forming  a run  of  these  dates  is  interesting,  and  among  these  the 
foremost  key  is  the  1881. 

580  Quintette  of  certified  quarter  eagles:  ☆ 1890  AU-58  (NGC). 
Lustrous  and  attractive  with  somewhat  reflective  fields  ☆ 1910  MS- 
61  (NGC).  Lustrous  rose  gold  ☆ 1912  MS-61  (NGC).  Lustrous 
reddish  gold  ☆ 1926  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  hints  of  rose  ☆ 
1929  MS-61  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  a splash  of  rich  iridescent  rose 
and  blue  on  the  obverse,  the  reverse  with  splashes  of  deep  rich 
rose  at  the  periphery.  (Total:  5 pieces) 


Gem  Proof  1895  Quarter  Eagle 

From  the  Childs  Collection 


581  1895  Proof-65  Ultra  Cameo  (NGC).  A splendid  Proof,  this 

piece  traces  its  pedigree  to  the  collection  ofWalter  Childs,  famous 
numismatist  who  began  the  hobby  while  he  lived  in  Brattleboro, 
Vermont,  and  continued  it  when  he  moved  to  Chicago.  This  old- 
time  collection,  which  was  auctioned  in  1999,  was  one  of  the  more 
interesting  to  be  sold  in  our  generation. 

NCC  Census:  .L  6 finer  (MS-67^  finest). 

I'tom  Bowers  am]  Mereita’s  sale  of  the  Halter  Childs  Collection,  Aii- 
,^ust  1999,  Lot  621. 


582  1896  MS-67  (NGC).  A satiny  gem  of  the  finest  order.  Intense 

cartwheel  lustre  virtually  leaps  from  the  satiny  olive  gold  surfaces 
of  this  attractive  and  sharp  gem.  Careful  magnified  scrutiny  will 
reveal  just  why  this  coin  is  graded  MS-67.  A gem  that  has  earned 
every  grading  point  accorded  it! 

NGC  Census:  7;  none  finer 


583  1896  MS-64  (NGC).  Sharply  struck,  brilliant,  and  lustrous.  A 

very  attractive  specimen,  especially  so. 

Quarter  eagles  of  this  design,  first  minted  in  1840  and  last  struck  in  1907, 
were  struck  in  many  different  years  and  at  several  different  mints,  yielding  wide 
differences  in  the  appearance  of  pieces  that  survive  today.  Most  of  the  early  is- 
sues, particularly  those  of  the  Charlotte,  Dahlonega,  and  New  Orleans  mints 
are  somewhat  lightly  struck  in  areas,  and  are  virtually  unknown  choice.  On  the 
other  hand,  issues  of  the  1890s  and  early  20th  century,  as  here,  are  often  seen 
with  a combination  of  sharpness  and  superb  eye  appeal. 


Superb  Gem  Proof  1900  $2.50 

High  Condition  Census 


584  1900  Proof-66  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Evaluated  as  Proof-66 

with  cameo  contrast,  the  present  piece  is  one  of  the  very  finest  in 
existence.  The  certification  number  stands  on  its  own,  to  which 
can  be  added  magnificent  eye  appeal — it  is  as  beautiful  as  can  be. 
Of  the  205  Proofs  minted  this  year,  this  seems  to  be  among  the 
top  5%  to  10%  of  survivors,  quality-wise. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  4 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-67  DCA.M 
finest). 
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Superb  Gem  Proof  1902  $2.50 


Gem  Proof  1907  Quarter  Eagle 


585  1902  Proof-66  (NGC).  A superb  specimen  of  the  1902  Proof 
quarter  eagle,  the  first  year  of  the  new  Proof  style  with  the  portrait 
polished  in  the  die,  quite  different  from  the  frosted  cameo  effect 
of  yesteryear.  The  present  coin  is  very  high  in  the  census  of  pieces 
certified  by  NGC  and  will  be  a great  find  for  the  specialist. 

PCGS  Population  4;  4 finer  (Proof-67  finest). 

This  represents  the  first  full  year  of  occupancy  of  the  new  (third)  Philadel- 
phia Mint  building,  complete  with  much  new  equipment  and  improved  facili- 
ties. Most  probably  someone  in  charge  of  Proof  dies  was  new  on  the  job,  or 
perhaps  there  is  another  explanation,  but  the  portraits  of  all  the  denominations 
were  polished  as  part  of  the  proofing  process.  This  procedure  continued  for 
several  years  afterward,  but  the  1902  pieces  are  more  polished  than  the  others. 
All  1902  Proof  gold  coins  are  this  way,  so  perhaps  mentioning  the  characteristic 
is  not  important  except  to  those  who  like  technical  information. 

586  1902  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  honey  gold. 

From  the  Floqan  Pond  Collection. 


photo) 


589  1907  Proof-65  Cameo  (PCGS).  A delightful  specimen,  brilliant 

and  attractive.  A splendid  representative  at  the  tail  end  of  this  much 
loved  and  very  artistic  quarter  eagle  series. 

PCGS  Population:  7;  5 finer  (Proof-68  Cameo  finest). 


Superb  1907  Quarter  Eagle 


590  1907  MS-66  (NGC).  A superb  specimen,  sharply  struck,  with 

coruscating  frost.  On  the  reverse  a few  contact  marks  are  seen  in 
the  field  above  the  eagle’s  head. 


Proof  1904  Quarter  Eagle 


587  1904  Proof-61  (PCGS).  This  Proof  specimen  retains  its  bright 

surfaces  and  sharpness,  but  it  must  have  mingled  with  others  as 
there  are  numerous  contact  marks  in  the  field. 


Finest  PCGS  1907  Proof  $2.50 

Superb  Gem  Proof-68 


588  1907  Proof-68  Cameo  (PCGS).  This  lovely  1907  is  the  king  of 

certified  pieces,  the  one  and  only  graded  as  Proof-68  Cameo.  This 
concludes  the  long-lived  Liberrv'  Head  design  in  the  quarter  eagle 
senes,  which  commenced  in  1840  and  continued  uninterrupted 
through  1907,  the  longest  span,  without  important  modifications, 
of  any  design  in  American  numismatic  history. 

P(  ( .S  Population;  1 ; none  finer. 


Satin  Proof  1909  Quarter  Eagle 

Superb  Eye  Appeal 


591  1909  Proof-64  (NGC).  A beautiful  specimen,  with  superb  eye 

appeal,  of  a satin  Proof  impression  of  the  1909  quarter  eagle.  Proofs 
of  this  style  were  produced  only  in  this  year  and  in  1910  and  have 
been  special  favorites  with  collectors  as  they  tend  to  showcase  all  the 
design  elements  very  sharply.  However,  in  the  year  they  were  pro- 
duced such  pieces  were  not  appreciated,  and  complaints  arose  about 
them,  with  one  of  the  naysayers  being  none  other  than  William  H. 
Woodin.  When  the  coin  is  held  at  an  angle  to  the  light  there  are 
some  lines  seen  on  the  reverse,  otherwise  the  piece  is  a gem. 
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Lustrous  1909  Quarter  Eagle 


1909  MS-63  (NGC).  A lustrous  attractive  example,  a fine  repre- 
sentative of  the  assigned  grade. 

1909  MS-62  (NGC).  Kdchly  lustrous  and  very  attractive. 


Lovely  Satin  Proof  1910  $2.50 


594  1910  Proof-64  (NGC).  A lovely  specimen  with  beautiful  gold 
surfaces,  satiny  finish  on  obverse  and  reverse.  Rare  so  fine. 

The  technicalities  regarding  Proof  gold  coins  of  the  1908-1915  era  are  just 
beginning  to  be  sorted  out  with  logic  and  satisfaction.  Mintage  figures  are  being 
adjusted,  based  in  part  on  work  done  in  the  National  Archives  by  Roger  W. 
Burdette.  In  the  2004  study,  The  Official  Red  Book  of  United  Slates  Double  Eagle 
Gold  Coins,  Dave  Bowers  gives  an  extensive  discussion  of  the  proofing  methods 
of  this  year.  In  brief,  gold  coins  of  1908  were  called  Sandblast  Proofs  in  Mint 
literature  and  in  numismatic  texts  years  ago,  as  were  Proofs  from  1911  through 
1915.  Somehow,  the  terminology  became  lost  and  the  non-descriptive  “Matte” 
was  uniformly  applied  to  all  gold  Proofs  1908-1915. 

In  1908,  the  Sandblast  Prooffmish  brought  complaints  from  collectors,  who 
desired  the  “brilliant”  or  mirror  style  of  the  old  days.  However,  the  new  coin 
designs  were  not  amenable  to  polishing  the  fields.  For  the  quarter  eagle  the  field 
was  the  highest  part,  and  giving  this  a deep  mirror  finish  would  have  been  quite 
unusual,  as  the  designs  would  have  been  recessed.  For  the  Saint-Gaudens  $20 
the  design  was  so  complex  that  there  was  little  flat  area  or  open  field  available  to 
give  a mirror  surface.  The  Sandblast  method  was  used  instead,  a process  that  had 
been  employed  earlier  in  the  making  of  medals. 

In  response  to  complaints,  in  1909  the  Mint  modified  the  process  to  create 
what  is  designated  as  the  Satin  Proof  finish,  as  also  used  in  1910.  These  pieces 
are  brighter  yellow  and  distinctively  different  from  the  Sandblast  Proofs.  These, 
too,  resulted  in  complaints,  and  in  1911  the  sandblast  style  was  resumed,  to  con- 
tinue until  production  petered  out  in  1915.  By  the  latter  year  there  was  not 
much  numismatic  interest  in  such  pieces,  and  mintage  stopped. 

As  a class.  Sandblast  Proofs  of  1908  and  1911-1915,  as  well  as  Satin  Proofs  of 
1909-1910  are  quite  scarce.  Today,  with  “trophy”  coins  cycling  in  and  out  of 
the  market  with  rapidity,  opportunities  are  much  more  frequent  than  ever  in 
the  past.  Because  of  this,  putting  together  a date  run  or  set  is  much  more  pos- 
sible today  than  it  would  have  been  a couple  of  decades  ago. 

595  1910  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  very  pleasing.  A nice 
example  at  this  popular  grade  level. 

596  1911  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  attractive.  Another 
worthwhile  quarter  eagle. 


Key  Date  1911-D  Indian  $2.50 


597  1911-D  MS-62  (SEGS).  The  piece  is  bit  “shiny”  but  the  mint- 

mark  is  sharp,  and  the  coin  will  no  doubt  answer  the  requirements 
for  a budget-conscious  collector. 


Mint  State  1911-D  Quarter  Eagle 

Key  to  the  Indian  Series 


598  1911-D  MS-61  (NGC).  Among  Indian  quarter  eagles  of  the  1908- 

1929  type,  the  1911-D  is  far  and  away  the  scarcest  issue.  When 
seen,  most  examples  show  wear.  The  present  coin  qualifies  as  Mint 
State,  is  highly  lustrous,  and  is  very  attractive.  The  mintmark  is 
somewhat  light,  but  unequivocal. 

Actually,  the  1911-D  is  indeed  the  key  date,  but  a.s  there  are  no  close  con- 
tenders (the  next  rarest,  1914  Philadelphia  issue,  is  distant),  putting  together  a 
set  of  the  15  dilferent  dates  and  nunts  is  easily  enough  done. 


Mint  State  1911-D  $2.50 


photo) 


599  1911-D  MS-60  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  yellow  gold.  Variety  with 

sharp  D mintmark. 


americ:an  numismatic  rarities 


The  Jewell  Collec  lion 
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Attractive  1911-D  Rarity 


600  1911-D  AU-58  (NGC).  Another  attractive  1911-D,  this  with  a 

bold  mintinark.  Bright  yellow  gold  with  much  lustre  still  remain- 
ing. Another  significant  opportunity. 


Gem  1912  Quarter  Eagle 

Lustrous  and  Attractive 


601  1912  MS-65  (PCGS).  A gem  specimen  of  the  popular  1912  date, 

the  present  piece  is  well  struck  and  richly  lustrous.  As  such  it  will 
satisfy  the  need  for  the  date  or  type. 

Frosty  Uncirculated  1913  Indian  $2.50 


602  1913  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  honey  gold  with  intense  cartwheel 

lustre  and  a whisper  of  faint  gold  iridescence.  An  impressive  ex- 
ample of  the  date  and  grade. 


Scarce  1914  $2.50  Gold 


603  1914  MS-62  (NGC).  Among  quarter  eagles  of  the  Indian  Head 

type  the  1914  Philadelphia  Mint  issue  is  the  scarcest  other  than 
191 1-1).  The  example  ottered  here  is  lustrous  and  attractive  in  an 
orange-brown  hue. 


Lustrous  1914-D  Quarter  Eagle 


604  1914-D  MS-63  (NGC).  BriUiant,  lustrous,  attractive,  and  desirable. 


Choice  Mint  State  1914-D  $2.50 


605  1914-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Rich  lustrous  surfaces.  An  attractive  ex- 

ample ot  the  1914-D 


606  1915  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  attractive.  Another  in  this 

lineup  of  quarter  eagles  with  above  average  eye  appeal. 


Choice  Mint  State  1925-D  Quarter  Eagle 


607  1925-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  very  pleasing.  In 

grades  such  as  MS-63  and  MS-64,  hand  picked,  a complete  set  of 
Indian  Head  quarter  eagles  1908-1929  forms  an  attractive  display.  The 
most  difficult  issue  is  the  1911-D  followed  by  the  1914  Philadelphia 
coin.  Most  others  are  readily  available  in  lower  Mint  State  levels,  al- 
though sometimes  it  takes  a bit  of  searching  to  acquire  nice  ones. 


608 


1926  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  attractive. 


Choice  1929  Quarter  Eagle 


609  1929  MS-64  (NGC).  A choice,  lustrous  specimen  ot  the  last  year 

of  the  quarter  eagle,  the  issue  that  brought  down  the  curtain  on  a 
denomination  first  produced  in  1796. 

In  1933-1934  when  the  government  called  in  gold  coins  it  specificallv  ex- 
empted pieces  that  had  numismatic  value.  Included  uiuler  this  blanket  were  jll 
quarter  eagles,  for  this  reason — they  were  no  longer  being  made,  and  thev  had 
sold  at  a premium  for  over  15  years. 


AMr-Ric:AN  numismatic:  rarittl.s 


The  Jewell  Collection  of  $3  Gold  Pieces 


THE  RICHARD  jEWELL  COLLECTION 

OE  $3  GOLD  PIECES 


With  an  Emphasis  on  Mint  State  Examples 

Every  once  in  awhile  a truly  extraordinary  numismatic  property  becomes  available  for 
auction  competition.  By  extraordinary  we  do  not  mean  necessarily  of  great  value,  although 
that  aspect  is  present  in  this  situation.  Instead,  the  direction  is  toward  true  rarity, 
reflecting  a connoisseurs  long  quest  to  build  a display  with  few  equivalents  else- 
where. ILi chard  Jewell  has  done  just  this. 

The  $3  gold  series,  commencing  in  1854  and  continuing  through  1889, 
has  attracted  many  over  the  years.  In  connection  with  the  Jewell  Collection 
Q.  David  Bowers,  with  Doug  Winter,  created  a beautiful  hardbound  book, 
fully  color  illustrated.  The  United  States  Three  Dollar  Gold  Pieces  1854-1889, 
which  is  laden  with  fascinating  historical  and  numismatic  information,  de- 
tails, sidelights,  and  more — total  immersion  in  this  tascinating  series.  We 
are  sure  that  you  will  enjoy  reading  it. 

The  typical  method  of  collecting  $3  coins  is  to  gather  one  of  each  date  and 
mint,  taking  them  as  they  become  available.  Usually,  if  high  grades  are  desired 
(above  the  number  “60”  in  the  grading  system),  issues  of  the  185()s  are  gath- 
ered as  available,  and  for  the  later  issues  Proofs,  although  rare,  fill  in  most  of  the 
years.  For  more  then  just  a few  of  the  dates,  particularly  in  the  1860s  and  1870s, 
Proof-63  coins  come  on  the  market  much  more  frequently  than  do  MS-63 
coins.  Both  classifications  indicate  rarity,  but  often  Mint  State  pieces  are  more  so.  As  grades 
increase,  choice  and  gem  Mint  State  pieces  often  far  eclipse  choice  and  gem  Proofs. 

Coin  by  coin  Iki  chard  Jewell  built  his  collection,  along  the  way  acquiring  many  Condi- 
tion Census  rarities,  pieces  which  have  few  equiva- 
lents in  other  cabinets.  Offered  here,  his  collection  is 
quite  possibly  the  most  sophisticated  holding  of  $3  pieces 
ever  to  cross  the  auction  block,  featuring  as  it  does 
choice  and  gem  Mint  State  examples  in  many  in- 
stances. 

With  pleasure  we  present  the  tollowing  for  your 
consideration.  We  also  give  a nod  to  our  colleague, 

Doug  Winter,  who  helped  form  the  Jewell  Collec- 
tion and  who  contributed  research  to  the  aforemen- 
tioned book  showcasing  this  landmark  holding. 

All  photographs  of  the  $3  gold  pieces  from  the  Ikichard 
Jewell  Collection  are 


James  B.  Longacre, 
chief  engraver  at 
the  U.S.  Mint,  who 
created  the  designs 
for  the  $3  gold  pieces. 


The  Philadelphia  Mint 


'x. 
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TheJewell  Collection  of  S3  Gold  Pieces 


Superb  Gem  1854  $3 

First  Year  of  Issue 
Solo  Finest  NGC  Coin 


610  1854  MS-67  (NGC).  Here,  indeed,  is  a simply  incredible  coin — 

the  finest  NGC  certified  example,  with  no  others  at  the  MS- 
67  level.  Not  only  does  this  piece  stand  high  in  terms  of  nu- 
merical grade,  its  historical  importance  and  significance  can- 
not be  overstated.  Many  advanced  collectors  of  United  States 
coins  by  tv'pes  seek  the  first  year  of  issue,  and  this  is  it  when  it 
comes  to  quality. 

The  surfaces  on  both  sides  are  deeply  and  richly  lustrous, 
satiny  with  mellow  yellow  gold  hues.  The  striking  is  very  good, 
with  nearly  all  details  being  needle  sharp,  a situation  which  is 
not  particularly  easy  to  find  in  the  S3  series.  The  present  piece 
can  be  viewed  as  defmitwe  for  grade  and  as  a trophy  coin  pnr 
excellance  for  the  successful  bidder. 

Conventional  wdsdom  has  it  that  an  outstanding  collection 
of  S3  gold  coins  might  have  some  superb  gem  Proofs,  but  among 
Mint  State  pieces  such  quality  is  tv'picaUy  not  present.  TheJewell 
Collection  is  absolutely  remarkable,  indeed  incredible,  tor  the 
several  opportunities  offered  to  compete  for  coins  at  the  MS-67 
level.  Likely  no  similar  situation  will  happen  again. 

Logotype  from  the  standard  four-digit  punch  used  on  all 
S3  dies  this  year.  Italic  or  slanting  5.  On  this  particular  coin, 
the  shaft  of  the  1 is  below  and  slightly  right  of  the  right  side  of 
O (DCdLLARS).  Using  the  criterion  of  the  placing  of  the  date 
between  the  bottom  of  the  word  DOLLARS  and  the  highest 
arc  of  the  rightmost  wreath  ribbon,  a handy  guide  in  all  cir- 
cumstances, the  present  piece  has  about  60%  space  above  the 
date  and  40%  below  it.  The  1 and  8 slant  very  slightly  to  the 
right.  The  space  in  the  8 is  large  and  open,  top  and  bottom.  1 
and  8 are  of  medium  spacing,  8 and  5 arc  wider,  and  5 and  4 
closest.  The  4 has  a large  intrude  at  the  top  and  has  a crosslet 
on  the  right  side.  This  logotvpe  was  used  for  all  dies  this  year. 

N(!C'  Census:  1;  none  finer. 

C!irciilation  strike  mintage:  138,618 


Lustrous  1854-D  $3 
Only  Dahlonega  $3  Issue 


611  1854-D  AU-58  (PCGS).  A lovely  example  of  the  1854-D  $3 

m rich  yellow-orange  gold.  A considerable  amount  of  original 
mint  lustre  is  seen  on  both  sides,  a feature  encountered  only  on 
a minority  of  issues.  As  to  how  many  peers  this  coin  has,  the 
question  is  open,  as  quite  a few  coins  that  were  called  VF  and 
EF  years  ago  have  been  moved  up  to  EF  and  AU,  and  some  AU 
pieces  have  graduated  to  Mint  State.  However,  without  a doubt 
an  authentic  AU  1854-D,  complete  with  significant  mint  lus- 
tre as  here,  remains  quite  hard  to  tmd. 

In  keeping  with  all  but  two  recorded  authentic  examples  of 
the  1854-D,  the  present  piece  has  lightness  of  definition  at  the 
dentils,  particularly  at  the  top  and  sides,  and  some  lightness  else- 
where. A clash  mark  is  seen  in  front  of  Miss  Liberty’s  head  on 
the  obverse,  and  with  careful  inspection  the  outline  of  the  por- 
trait can  be  seen  as  a clash  mark  on  the  reverse.  Although  the 
present  piece  is  securely  within  a “slab,”  no  doubt  it  it  were  taken 
out  it  would  show  lightness  of  the  reeding  at  the  top  ot  the  coin, 
this  being  another  feature. 

The  fame  of  the  1854-D  is  long  lasting,  with  such  pieces 
being  appreciated  ever  since  $3  coins  began  to  be  collected  en- 
thusiastically by  date  and  mint.  The  literature  is  interesting  to 
review  and  is  discussed  in  some  length  in  the  Bowers-Winter 
book.  The  United  States  S3  Gold  Pieces  1854-1889.  In  briet,  at 
one  time  the  1854-D  was  considered  by  some  to  be  sufficiently 
rare  that  all  known  examples  could  be  counted  on  the  fingers 
of  one’s  hands.  Today,  with  more  information  available  and 
intense  collecting  interest,  somewhat  over  100  different  pieces 
are  believed  to  exist.  As  is  nearly  always  the  case,  certification 
data  is  of  no  particular  help,  as  especially  rare,  famous,  and  valu- 
able coins  are  often  resubmitted,  making  the  number  of  grad- 
ing events  larger  than  the  number  of  different  coins  involved. 

Date  very  boldly  impressed  into  the  die,  a single  combina- 
tion being  used  to  strike  the  entire  coinage.  The  shaft  of  the  1 is 
slightly  farther  to  the  right  than  on  the  earlier  noted  1854  Phila- 
delphia coin,  but  still  is  mostly  under  the  right  part  of O (DOL- 
LARS). Probably  80%  of  the  space  is  above  the  date,  in  relation 
to  the  word  DOLLARS,  and  20%  below,  with  relation  to  the 
highest  ribbon  end. 

As  the  only  Dahlonega  entry  in  the  S3  scries,  and  as  an 
outstanding  example,  the  present  1854-D  will  attract  a wide 
audience. 

I’CCiS  I’opul.ition:  12;  3 finer  (MS-62  finest). 

Careul.ition  strike  inint.ige:  1.120 


The  Jewell  Collection  of  S3  Gold  Pieces 


Lovely  AU  1854-0  $3 


612  1854-0  AU-58  (NGC).  A bright  yellow  gold  example,  light 

yellow  being  typical  of  New  Orleans  issues  of  this  era,  prob- 
ably from  California  gold  which  contains  silver  as  a trace  metal. 
The  surfaces  are  slightly  prooflike  and  in  protected  areas  retain 
lustre.  The  striking  is  somewhat  typical  for  1854-0,  and  the 
die  state,  re-lapped,  is  that  usually  seen. 

AU  1854-0  $3  pieces  represent  about  the  highest  gener- 
ally available  grade  for  this  issue,  although  the  literature  reveals 
that  Thomas  L.  Elder  once  had  a small  cache  of  Mint  State 
pieces,  not  now  traced  (see  The  United  States  S3  Gold  Pieces  1854- 
1889).  Very  few  unequivocal  Mint  State  examples  exist.  Ac- 
cordingly, the  presently  offered  high  level  AU-58  will  satisfy 
the  desire  of  the  next  buyer  and  also  be  fully  equal  to  or  even 
finer  than  the  grade  of  the  1854-0  pieces  represented  in  most 
“name”  collections  in  the  past. 

To  the  foregoing  can  be  added  the  importance  of  being  the 
only  New  Orleans  Mint  coin  of  this  denomination.  Although 
it  was  anticipated  that  later  issues  would  be  made,  and  dies  were 
produced  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  and  sent  to  New  Orleans, 
no  such  production  ever  happened. 

Obverse  lettering  somewhat  lightly  defined,  particularly  on 
the  right  side.  On  the  reverse  the  mintmark  is  light  (as  on  all 
but  a few  known  examples),  tbe  ribbon  ends  are  mostly  dis- 
connected and  there  is  no  thin  leaf  at  all  to  the  left  of  the  date. 
At  the  machine  shop  within  the  New  Orleans  Mint  the  die 
was  resurfaced,  removing  some  of  the  areas  in  lower  relief 

The  date  is  slightly  low.  The  shaft  of  the  1 is  below  the 
right  edge  of  O (DOLLAR). 

Circulation  strike  mintage;  24,000 


Incredible  Gem  Mint  State  1855  $3 

From  the  Browning  Collection 
Condition  Census 


613  1855  MS-65  (PCGS).  While  a $3  piece  of  1854  in  this  grade 

would  be  notable,  one  of  1855  per  tbe  present  offering,  is  simply 
incredible.  The  first  year  ot  issue  having  passed,  the  novelty  hav- 
ing fided,  and  the  mintage  having  dropped  sharply,  ver\'  few  pieces 
were  set  aside.  A few  Mint  State  coins  are  known  today  at  higher 
levels,  specimens  that  were  received  as  gifts  or  that  were  preserved 
by  chance.  As  the  population  data  shows,  this  coin  has  few  peers. 
The  number  of  different  coins  knowai  at  this  level,  to  which  can  be 
added  pieces  cerrified  by  NGC,  is  very  small.  No  doubt  the  popu- 
larion  data  includes  resubmission  of  the  same  coins. 

The  present  1855  is  deeply  and  richly  lustrous,  about  as  made. 
The  striking  is  somewhat  light,  as  normal,  on  the  tip  of  the  os- 
trich plumes  on  the  obverse  and  on  the  wreath  bow  on  the  re- 
verse, scarcely  worthy  of  mention.  The  reverse  die  has  been 
slightly  relapped,  with  just  a vestige  remaining  of  the  thin  leaf  to 
the  left  of  the  date.  It  too  is  richly  lustrous.  The  eye  appeal  of 
this  coin  is  outstanding,  a nice  match  for  the  rarity! 

The  date  has  about  70%  of  the  space  above  and  30%  of  the 
space  below,  using  the  highest  part  of  the  right  ribbon  as  the 
marker.  The  date  is  farther  to  the  right  than  any  pieces  described 
thus  far,  with  the  shaft  of  the  1 below  the  left  serif  of  the  first  L 
(DOLLAR).  In  the  four-digit  logotype,  used  on  all  dies,  the 
first  two  digits  lean  slightly  to  the  right  and  both  5s  are  italic. 
The  spacing  is  closer  between  1 and  8 than  for  the  other  digits. 
The  ball  on  the  bottom  of  the  5 is  quite  curious  on  this  particu- 
lar coin,  and  seems  to  indicate  that  it  may  have  been  strength- 
ened by  using  a perfectly  circular  punch  over  that  in  the  logo- 
type— quite  curious  under  high  magnification.  This  feature  is 
not  seen  in  the  1855-S  offered  in  the  following  lot. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  1 finer  (MS-66). 

Circulation  strike  mintage:  .30.55.3 

This  piece  traces  its  pedigree  to  the  Jeff  Browning  Collection,  properly 
known  as  the  "Dallas  Bank  Collection,"  most  prominently  trom  the  mention 
in  this  regard  by  D.ivid  W.  Akers  in  his  m.ignificent  1979  study  of  the  series. 

Browning,  a Texas  oil  man.  loved  gold  coins,  and  was  able  to  assemble  a 
nearly  complete  collection  by  date  and  mint,  mostly  through  the  etVorts  of' 
the  late  Michael  G.  Brownlee.  Dallas  dealer.  Parts  of  the  collection  were  sold 
otT.  and  then  the  remainder,  representing  many  of  the  most  important  pieces, 
crossed  the  auction  block  in  an  event  held  by  Sotheby's  and  Stacks  in  2(101, 
Coming  into  the  market  were  pieces  that  had  been  unseen  by  collectors  for 
over  a generation.  Many  of  these  traced  their  pedigrees,  not  generally  stated, 
to  a well  known  California  numismatist  who  sold  sections  ot  his  collection  to 
Jeff  Browning,  with  Michael  Brow  nlee  acting  as  an  intermediars . That  par- 
ticular collector  was  a connoisseur  of  the  highest  level,  and  his  coins  in  ssther 
series  were  of  comparable  qualiw. 

From  the  Dallas  Bank  Collection. 


The  Jewell  Collection  of  $3  Gold  Pieces 


Important  1855-S  $3  Gold 


Lustrous  AU 


614  1855-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  A lustrous  specimen,  clearly  AU  (and 

certified  as  such),  in  bright  gold.  Some  hints  of  prooflike  sur- 
faces. Fairly  well  struck  except  for  the  highest  parts  of  Miss 
Liberty’s  hair,  this  being  typical.  A splendid  specimen  of  the 
first  San  Franci.sco  Mint  S3,  a variety'  that  is  scarce  at  all  levels 
and  is  rare  in  AU-55  or  finer  grade.  Over  a long  period  of  time 
most  important  collections  lacked  an  1855-S  at  this  grade  level. 

The  dies  are  boldly  impressed,  no  evidence  of  clash  marks 
or  relapping.  The  date  is  just  below  center  between  DOLLARS 
and  the  highest  ribbon.  The  shaft  of  the  1 is  below  the  left  tip 
of  the  first  L (DOLLAR).  Below  the  date  is  deeply  punched 
into  the  die.  The  knob  of  the  second  5 is  slightly  differently 
configured  than  that  on  the  earlier  offered  Philadelphia  ver- 
sion, that  piece  being  strengthened  in  the  die  (opinion).  The  S 
mintmark  is  bold  and  high  within  the  wreath. 

PCGS  Population:  7;  8 finer  (MS-62  finest). 

Circulation  strike  mintage:  6,600 


Superb  Mint  State  1856  $3 
PCGS  Condition  Census 
No  Finer  PCGS  Graded 


615  1856  MS-64  (PCGS).  Another  truly  memorable  S3  piece  from 

thejewell  Collection,  this  1856 joins  a number  of  others  at  the 
MS-64  level  in  the  PCGS  line-up,  no  finer  known.  The  piece 
is  of  excuiisitc  appearance,  deeply  and  richly  lustrous,  mostly 
light  yellow  gold.  Note  a tiny  area  of  toning  appears  at  the  lower 
left  above  N (UNITED).  The  striking  is  quite  good,  finer  than 
typically  seen  on  any  S3  of  this  era.  There  is  some  light  mist,  to 
be  sure,  in  the  highest  area  of  Miss  Liberty’s  hair,  and  on  the 
bow  knot,  this  is  not  unusual.  There  is  also  some  lightness, 
scarcely  worth  mentioning  at  O (DOLLARS)  and  8 (1856). 
However,  at  a quick  glance  the  piece  is  quite  sharp  and,  as  noted, 
it  is  better  than  typically  seen.  The  Mint  paid  no  attention 
whatsoever  to  creating  coins  for  collectors,  and  pieces  such  as 
this  were  made  and  issued  on  a strictly  utilitarian  basis. 

Relatively  few  Mint  State  1856  S3  pieces  have  survived. 
The  few  collectors  that  were  interested  in  the  denomination 
were  able  to  buy  Proofs  from  the  Mint,  such  coins  being  rari- 
ties today.  Perhaps  the  coin  offered  here  was  received  as  a gift 
and  carefully  kept.  Whatever  the  circumstances,  it  survives  to- 
day to  delight  bidders  in  the  present  sale. 

The  dies  show  no  sign  of  clashing  or  relapping.  However 
the  four-digit  logotype  is  deeply  impressed  into  the  die,  al- 
though the  striking  of  this  particular  specimen  is  slightly  light 
at  the  center.  The  logotype,  also  used  on  San  Francisco  coins, 
has  the  first  two  digits  leaning  slightly  to  the  right,  the  5 almost 
but  not  quite  upright  in  its  character,  and  the  6 very  bold.  The 
latter  feature  was  made  as  part  of  the  logotype  and  is  not  reflec- 
tive of  the  punching  into  the  working  die.  The  position  of  the 
date  is  to  the  left  ot  those  described  earlier,  with  the  right  side 
ot  the  shatt  of  1 below  the  right  side  of  the  interior  ot  the  O 
(DOLLARS).  The  centering  is  about  equal  between  DOL- 
LARS and  the  highest  part  of  the  ribbon. 

PCGS  Population:  11 ; none  finer. 

Circulation  strike  mintage:  26,010 
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Choice  Mint  State  1856-S  $3 
Solo  Finest  NGC  Coin 
Medium  S Mintmark 


616  1856-S  MS-64  (NGC).  A lustrous  specimen,  this  piece  has  a 

great  deal  of  eye  appeal  and,  further,  is  significantly  above  av- 
erage in  sharpness.  To  be  sure,  there  is  some  lightness  in  the 
higher  details  of  the  hair  on  the  obverse  and  the  ribbon  bow  on 
the  reverse,  but  virtually  all  other  areas  are  needle  sharp.  The 
lustre  is  rich  yellow  with  some  hints  of  magenta  here  and  there. 
The  overall  eye  appeal  is  superb,  the  lustre  virtually  three-di- 
mensional, and  the  coin  is  one  of  the  finest  of  its  kind. 

While  Philadelphia  Mint  $3  pieces  are  rare  after  1854,  San 
Francisco  coins  are  even  more  so.  There  is  no  known  instance 
in  which  a numismatist  in  1856  desired  to  save  a freshly  minted 
example,  and  not  even  the  Mint  Cabinet  acquired  mintmarked 
issues — the  policy  was  simply  to  get  one  coin  of  each  date,  and 
that  could  be  done  by  obtaining  a Proof  Today,  1856-S  $3s 
are  few  and  far  between  in  terms  of  Mint  State  examples.  Three 
came  to  light  as  part  of  the  S.S.  Central  America  treasure,  two 
being  of  the  Medium  S variety  as  here.  As  to  the  number  known 
across  all  levels  of  Mint  State,  including  those  certified  by 
PCGS,  an  estimate  of  10  to  15  dijferenfwould  be  in  order,  none 
presently  certified  higher  than  this. 

The  date  is  low  on  the  die,  at  least  twice  as  close  to  the 
highest  ribbon  spot  as  to  the  bottom  of  DOLLARS.  The  ver- 
tical shaft  of  the  1 is  below  and  slightly  to  the  right  of  the  cen- 
ter of  the  interior  of  O.  As  on  all  uses  of  this  logotype,  the  6 is 
bold.  The  mintmark  is  the  Medium  S variety,  as  usually  seen. 
The  letter  is  slightly  differently  proportioned  than  the  large  S 
described  earlier  for  the  1855-S.  Its  position  is  beneath  the  rib- 
bon knot,  as  always,  and  is  slightly  left  of  center. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 

Circulation  strike  mintage:  34,500 


Notable  Quality  1857  $3 


among  $3  pieces  of  this  date.  Indeed,  only  a handful  have  been 
certified  at  a higher  level  by  PCGS.  Both  obverse  and  reverse 
are  deeply  lustrous  and  frosty;  some  scattered  marks  are  seen, 
commensurate  with  the  grade,  more  on  the  obverse  than  on 
the  protected  areas  of  the  reverse.  The  striking  is  quite  good, 
with  superb  definition  of  the  plume  ends  and  with  most  hair 
details,  except  for  the  very  highest  parts,  clearly  delineated.  On 
the  reverse  a clash  mark  with  the  outline  of  the  head  of  Miss 
Liberty  can  be  seen  upon  close  examination.  Apparently  this 
was  not  noticed  or  was  deemed  not  needing  correction,  as  the 
reverse  die  has  not  been  relapped,  and  all  of  the  low  relief  de- 
tails, including  the  all-important  leaf  to  the  left  of  the  date,  can 
be  seen  clearly.  Some  vertical  die  striae  are  seen  on  the  reverse, 
again  requiring  close  examination  under  magnification. 

Although  the  mintage  of  the  1857  $3  was  fairly  generous  in 
the  context  of  the  series,  there  was  no  particular  inclination  to 
save  them  for  collections,  and  today  most  in  e.xistence  are  in 
various  worn  grades,  EF  and  AU  being  typical. 

PCGS  Population:  11;  5 finer  (MS-65  finest). 

Circulation  strike  mintage:  20,891 
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Landmark  1857-S  $3 

Among  Finest  Known 


618  1857-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Among  S3  pieces  the  1857-S  is  scarce 

enough  in  worn  grades,  with  perhaps  160  to  225  known,  but 
in  Mint  State  it  becomes  impossible,  or  close  to  it.  The  present 
piece  is  a very  attractive  and  highly  lustrous  AU-58,  incredible 
m the  context  of  the  1857-S,  with  but  a single  piece  graded 
higher  by  PCGS.  In  the  category  of  what  might  have  been  but 
wasn’t,  can  be  mentioned  coins  trom  the  S.S.  Central  America 
treasure,  including  over  5,400  double  eagles  ot  this  date.  How- 
ever, not  a single  1857-S  S3  was  found.  Over  a long  period  of 
time  the  “name”  collections  crossing  the  block  were  lucky  to 
have  a VF  or  EF  coin.  Examples  with  significant  original  mint 
lustre,  as  here,  have  been  few  and  far  between. 

The  obverse  is  a typical  strike  for  the  issue  with  some  light- 
ness at  the  higher  points  of  the  hair  and,  scarcely  noticeable,  at 
the  top  of  the  ostrich  feather  plumes.  The  letters  are  bold  and 
the  dentils  arc  full.  The  lustre  is  deep  and  rich  and  is  mostly 
complete  in  the  protected  areas.  On  the  reverse  the  striking  is 
excellent,  with  good  detail  save  for  just  the  very  highest  spots. 

The  date  is  somewhat  light  for  the  first  three  digits,  more 
from  the  impression  of  the  logotype  into  the  die  than  from 
striking.  The  final  digit  is  a bit  stronger  due  to  the  die  prepara- 
tion process  and  not  related  to  striking.  The  leaf  to  the  left  of 
the  date  is  attached  but  is  light.  The  mintmark  is  bold  and  is  ot 
the  Large  S type  as  are  all  of  this  date. 

PCCIS  PopuLuion:  4;  1 finer  (MS-64). 

Circulation  strike  mintage:  14.0(10 


Classic  1858  S3  Rarity 

Among  Finest  Known 
A Jewell  Collection  Treasure 


619  1858  MS-64  (PCGS).  In  the  world  of  S3  pieces  from  1854  to 

1889,  the  1858  occupies  a position  of  special  importance.  Years 
ago,  the  appearance  of  an  1858  in  any  grade  was  an  occasion  for  a 
mention  of  scarcity  or  rarity — deservedly  so,  as  reflected  by  the 
circulation  strike  production  of  only  2,133  pieces.  This  figure  is 
ftr  and  away  the  lowest  of  any  Philadelphia  Mint  coin  up  to  this 
time.  As  the  years  went  on,  other  Philadelphia  Mint  dates  were 
produced  in  quantities  sometimes  even  smaller  than  in  1858. 
However,  by  those  later  years  there  was  more  numismatic  interest 
in  combination  with  more  Proofs  being  minted,  with  the  result 
that  a specialist  in  S3  pieces  could  acquire  a high-grade  example 
of  a low-mintage  issue  without  difficulty.  In  our  own  generation 
condition  has  hecome  the  be-aU  and  end-all  in  the  minds  of  some 
buyers,  particularly  investors,  with  the  rather  curious  situation  that 
a common  S3  piece  such  as  those  dated  1854  or  1878,  ifin  MS-66 
or  MS-67,  will  attract  more  attention  than  a classic  rarity  such  as  the 
presently  offered  1858  in  MS-64.  However,  fundamental  rarity 
counts  for  a lot,  and  sooner  or  later  as  emphasis  changes,  a return 
to  basic  rarity  will  probably  take  place.  Indeed,  for  connoisseurs 
and  specialists  it  is  a firm  benchmark  at  the  present  time. 

Concentrating  on  the  lovely  example  here  offered,  the  ob- 
verse possesses  a lovely  satiny  lustre,  medium  gold  with  a few 
hints  of  iridescence.  The  striking  is  truly  remarkable,  not 
needle-sharp  (none  are),  but  far  finer  than  usually  seen,  with 
excellent  detail  e.xcept  for  a few  hair  strands.  There  are  some 
marks  here  and  there,  mostly  hidden  by  the  lustre,  and  not  at 
all  distracting.  On  the  reverse  the  color  and  lustre  are  about  the 
same.  The  striking  is  very  good,  with  excellent  definition  of 
all  but  the  highest  details. 

The  successful  buyer  of  this  coin  wall  be  in  very  elite  com- 
pany, as  few  numismatists  have  ever  owmed  an  equivalent  ex- 
ample. In  the  continuing  study  of  auction  and  other  catalogues 
by  Q.  David  Bowers,  the  number  of  verified  sightings  of  Mint 
State  1858  S3  gold  pieces  can  be  jotted  down  on  a small  scrap 
of  paper,  possibly  even  a Post-It  note. 

PCGS  Population;  1;  1 finer  (MS-65). 

Circulation  strike  mintage:  2,133 

In  1858  the  rcLitively  few  numismati.sts  desiring  a current  S3  piece  opted 
for  a Proof  Perhaps  10  to  14  Proofs  were  struck,  of  which  about  seven  or  eight 
are  believed  to  exist  today.  Circulation  strikes  were  generally  ignored.  Tod.iv 
we  estimate  that  110  to  140  circulated  pieces  exist  plus  a h.ilf  dozen  or  so  in 
Mint  State,  few  of  which  can  hold  a candle  to  the  |ewell  Collection  piece 
otTered  here.  Over  a long  period  of  time  w e have  catalogued  ittanv  mote  fa- 
mous 1875  S3  Proof  otfermgs  than  we  h.ive  Mint  State  18.58  S.'s,  a particu- 
larly relevant  comment  as.  probably,  the  ANR  statVhas  haiivllesl  as  iiiam  S ' 
coins  111  their  careers  as  has  the  statfofanv  other  rare  com  firm  m the  busmesv 
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Incredible  Gem  1859  $3 

High  Condition  Census 


620  1859  MS-65  (PCGS).  Here  we  go  again — a coin  which  is  in- 

credible in  its  t]uality,  a gem  example  of  a piece  for  which  few 
equals  are  known.  The  obverse  is  deeply  and  richly  lustrous. 
An  early  impression  from  the  die,  it  displays  parallel  striae  in  a 
diagonal  direction.  However,  it  is  not  the  earliest  impression, 
tor  under  high-powered  magnification  a delicate  clash  mark 
can  be  seen  transferring  the  inner  outline  of  the  reverse  wreath. 
The  lustre  is  among  the  richest  we  have  ever  encountered  on 
any  S3  piece.  The  strike  is  somewhat  typical,  but  in  this  in- 
stance is  very  sharp  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  hair,  but  with 
some  weakness  at  the  tips  of  the  ostrich  feather  plumes.  The 
reverse  displays  similar  lustre,  the  striking  is  about  typical  for 
1859,  with  some  lightness  at  85  of  the  date  and  the  center  parts 
of  the  ribbon.  The  outline  ot  Miss  Liberty’s  head  can  be  seen 
within  the  wreath,  from  the  aforementioned  clashing.  This, 
too,  is  an  early  strike  from  the  die,  with  striae  still  visible  upon 
close  inspection. 

Although  15,589  examples  of  the  1859  S3  were  struck  for 
circulation,  most  have  disappeared,  and  today  we  estimate  that 
only  400  to  625  exist  in  worn  grades,  plus  perhaps  70  to  90  in 
Mint  State.  Among  the  latter,  nearly  all  are  clustered  at  lower 
levels.  Gems  are  few  and  far  between,  and  over  a long  period  of 
time  few  cross  the  auction  block. 

PCGS  Population;  3;  2 finer  (MS-66  finest). 

Circulation  strike  mintage:  15,589 


Marvelous  Gem  1860  $3 
Top  of  the  PCGS  Population 
None  Finer  Certified 


621  1860  MS-67  (PCGS).  Here  is  another  incredible  coin,  the  qual- 

ity of  which  is  already  familiar  by  reading  the  catalogue  to  this 
point,  but  which  will  continue  further.  Certain  of  the  pieces 
would  be  tantastic  highlights  all  on  their  own,  as  part  of  a type 
set  or  simply  as  a trophy  piece.  To  see  so  many  all  at  once  is 
mind-boggling. 

The  present  1860  is  a superb  gem,  richly  lustrous  and  frosty, 
and  with  fantastic  eye  appeal.  None  have  been  certified  finer 
by  PCGS,  and  among  the  contemporaries,  we  do  not  know  if 
these  represent  different  coins  or,  if  they  do,  if  the  others  are  as 
nice  as  this.  Be  that  as  it  may,  the  present  piece  is  here  now 
available  for  bidding,  and  will  soon  delight  a new  owner. 

Again  we  emphasize  (see  comments  under  Lot  620)  that  to 
find  even  a single  MS-67  coin  in  a superb  set  of  S3  gold  coins 
would  be  highly  unusual,  almost  unheard  of  The  Richard  C. 
Jewell  Collection  offers  several  opportunities,  including  that  here 
- combining  extraordinarily  rare  condition  with  an  exception- 
ally rare  date. 

The  obverse  is  very  w'ell  struck,  in  fact  about  as  well  struck 
as  you  will  ever  see  for  any  S3  coin — virtually  definitive  for  the 
design.  This  comment  includes  the  ostrich  feather  plume  tips 
as  well  as  the  hair  of  Miss  Liberty.  The  lustre  is  rich  and  satiny. 
As  an  early  impression  from  this  die  there  are  diagonal  striae 
visible  under  close  inspection  (such  finish  lines  wore  off  after 
the  die  had  been  used  significantly).  The  reverse  is  similarly 
definitive,  sharp  everything.  The  lustre  is  gorgeous.  It  is  also  a 
very  early  striking,  in  this  instance  the  die  striae  are  completely 
vertical.  It  might  be  very  dangerous  for  a well-financed  bidder 
who  is  not  a specialist  to  view  this  coin,  as  it  may  arouse  a fierce 
possession  desire!  To  see  it  is  to  love  it  and  during  the  cata- 
loguing process  we  lingered  long  in  our  examination,  know- 
ing that  a comparable  specimen  might  not  pass  our  way  again. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  none  finer. 

Circulation  strike  mintage:  7,(136 

From  onrsale  of  the  Oliver Jiini^  Collection,  July  2004,  Lot  89. 
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Lustrous  1860  $3 


622  1860  MS-62  (PCGS).  A very  attractive,  lustrous,  and  very 

desirable  example  of  the  1860  S3.  The  present  piece  is  not  as 
dangerous  to  vieve  as  the  preceding,  but  stands  tall  in  its  own 
right  as  a very  nice  example.  Both  the  obverse  and  reverse  are  a 
rich  yellow-orange  gold.  The  striking  is  from  a fairly  early  state 
ot  the  die  pairing,  as  preceding,  but  with  the  striae  less  visible. 
Details  are  excellent  on  obverse  and  reverse  and  while  not  quite 
as  sharp  as  the  preceding  coin,  mount  a close  challenge  to  it. 
The  overall  eye  appeal  is  very  good. 

It  is  our  estimate  that  of  the  7,036  circulation  strikes  minted 
of  this  date,  approximately  270  to  360  e.xist  today  at  worn  grade 
levels,  plus  45  to  60  in  Mint  State.  Among  the  latter,  the  pres- 
ently offered  piece  is  perhaps  in  the  top  35%  to  40%.  All  told 
it  is  a very  desirable  example.  Indeed,  few  collections  over  the 
years  have  had  a nicer  one. 

Circulation  strike  mintage:  7,036 


Famous  1860-S  $3  Rarity 

Classic  Mint  State  Example 


623  1860-S  MS-60  (NGC).  Among  San  Francisco  Mint  S3  pieces, 

excepting  of  course  the  1870-S,  the  1860-S  is  in  a category  aU  by 
itself — the  rarest  of  the  rare.  Mint  records  state  that  7,000  were 
struck,  from  which  2,592  were  melted,  leaving  a net  distribu- 
tion of  4,408.  There  was  no  numismatic  interest  in  such  pieces 
at  the  time,  and  not  even  the  curators  of  the  Mint  Cabinet  saved 
an  example  for  display.  Accordingly,  most  became  worn,  lost, 
strayed,  or  later  melted.  Today,  only  four  or  five  Mint  State  pieces, 
plus  100  to  130  worn  examples  are  known  to  exist.  The  present 
piece,  certified  as  Mint  State,  is  on  the  cusp,  just  over  the  Mint 
State  line  in  terms  of  certification,  but  in  good  company,  as  the 
finest  certified  by  NGC  is  only  one  notch  finer. 

The  obverse  is  fairly  well  struck,  with  some  normal  light- 
ness, but  with  most  details  bold.  The  lettering  is  especially  bold 
per  the  deep  impression  in  the  working  die  (not  related  to  the 
striking  procedure).  The  lustre  is  bright  and  is  full  except  for 
certain  areas  of  the  field  where  it  has  been  diminished  by  fric- 
tion. The  reverse  is  fairly  well  struck,  but  with  some  lightness 
at  the  ribbon  knot.  The  S mintmark  is  bold  and  is  of  small  size. 

Today,  Mint  State  examples  of  the  1860-S  can  be  conve- 
niently divided  into  two  categories:  the  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Col- 
lection coin  from  the  Eliasberg  Collection  and  catalogued  by  Q. 
David  Bowers  as  MS-65  in  1999,  now  on  loan  at  the  American 
Numismatic  Association  in  Colorado  Springs  and,  in  the  other 
category,  all  the  others — hovering  at  lower  levels.  Although  the 
state  ot  the  art  has  changed,  and  more  information  is  known 
today  than  ever  before,  it  certainly  is  relevant  to  quote  Walter 
Breen’s  comment  of  1965  in  his  monograph  he  wrote  for  Hewitt 
Brothers  (Major  Varieties  ofU.S.  Three- Dollar  Pieces)  in  which  he 
stated  that  not  a single  Mint  State  1860-S  S3  was  known  to  exist 
(Breen  often  suffered  from  memory  cramps,  and  quite  forgot 
the  Eliasberg  coin  which  he  had  examined  earlier).  Similarly,  it 
is  appropriate  to  mention  that  in  Scott’s  Encyclopedia,  1971,  Don 
Taxay  stated  that  no  Uncirculated  pieces  exist.  Well,  a few  do 
e.xist,  but  they  are  sufficiently  rare  that  few  people  have  ever 
seen  one,  not  even  in  MS-60  as  here.  In  the  Bowers-Winter 
book.  The  United  States  S3  Gold  Pieces  1854-1889,  some  space  is 
given  to  the  discussion  of  the  1860-S  in  various  grade  levels, 
including  some  reprinting  of  curious  and  somewhat  contradic- 
tory information  from  historical  sources. 

Among  the  coins  in  the  Richard  Jewell  Collection,  the 
1860-S  is  not  the  most  valuable.  However,  the  true  connois- 
seur of  S3  pieces  will  certainly  recognize  that  it  is  one  of  the 
most  rare  and  most  important — and  that  certainly  will  count 
for  a lot  when  it  crosses  the  block! 

NCiC  Census:  1 : 2 finer  (MS-61  hnest). 
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Gorgeous  Gem  1861  $3 

From  the  Bass  Collection 


624  1861  MS-65  (PCGS).  This  lovely  piece  traces  its  recent  pedi- 

gree to  the  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Collection,  November  2000, 
there  catalogued  as; 

“Certainly  a highlight  of  the  present  offering  of  three-dol- 
lar  gold  coinage,  with  brilliant  light  yellow  gold  lustre.  Very 
sharply  struck  and  the  fields  are  slightly  reflective  from  nu- 
merous fine  die  finishing  lines,  vertically  covering  obverse  and 
reverse.  This  is  certainly  one  ot  the  very  finest  from  a mintage 
of 5,959  circulation  strikes.  Walter  Breen  noted:  ‘usually  EF  or 
worse,  very  rare  above.’  We  believe  that  this  may  be  the  very 
finest  example  known.” 

Additional  comments:  The  striking  is  ext]uisite,  with  su- 
perb detail  on  the  headdress  feathers,  tar  above  average  clarity 
of  the  hair  strands,  and  bold  lettering.  The  fields  are  a mixture 
of  satiny  frost  and  deep  lustre.  Parallel  die  striae  arc  in  a nearly 
vertical  orientation.  On  the  reverse  the  strike  is  likewise  su- 
perb, in  fact,  one  of  the  sharpest  we  have  ever  seen  on  any  cir- 
culation strike  S3.  That  this  is  an  early  impression  from  the 
dies  is  evidenced  by  prominent  vertical  die  striae.  During  the 
preparation  process  the  die  was  lapped,  essentially  removing 
the  tiny  leaf  to  the  left  of  the  date,  with  just  the  tip  now  re- 
maining visible. 

From  the  relatively  low  circulation  strike  mintage  of  5,959 
coins,  we  estimate  that  about  180  to  250  survive  today  in  worn 
grades,  to  which  can  be  added  35  to  50  in  Mint  State,  most  far 
below  the  present  in  terms  of  numerical  grade  as  well  as  eye 
appeal.  This  piece  will,  indeed,  be  a rare  prize  for  its  next  owner. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  1 finer  (MS-66). 

Circulation  strike  mintage:  5,959 

Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.,  was  the  consummate  specialist  in  S3  gold  coins, 
making  these  his  favorite  series  for  a number  of  years,  along  the  way  keep- 
ing meticulous  notes  as  to  die  characteristics  and  other  features.  Much  of 
this  information  appears  in  the  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Afii.sciini  Syllogc,  by  Q. 
David  Bowers,  where  $3  pieces  are  delineated  in  date  sequence,  today  a 
useful  adjunct  to  the  presently  offered  Richardjewell  Collection.  This  book, 
together  with  the  new  Bowers-Winter  study  The  United  States  Sd  Gold  Pieces 
IS54-1889,  will  constitute  a virtual  library  on  the  series.  Earlier  studies  by 
David  W,  Akers  (1979)  and  Walter  Breen  (various)  contribute  a good  mea- 
sure as  well. 

Purchased  from  Fred  Sweeney,  September  18,  1972;  Bowers  and 
Merena's  sale  of  the  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Collection,  \ovember  2000, 
Lot  278. 


Superb  Gem  1862  S3 

None  Finer  PCGS  Graded 


PCGS,  and  the  population  report  suggests  only  two  other  cer- 
tification events  at  this  level,  not  necessarily  representing  dif- 
ferent coins.  Here  indeed  is  an  “ultra”  quality  example. 

Only  5,750  circulation  strikes  were  made  in  1862,  of which 
this  coin  was  struck  somewhere  down  the  line,  the  obverse 
matching  that  appearing  in  the  Bass  II  sale  (Bowers  and  Merena, 
October  1999,  Lot  675).  The  obverse  die,  relapped,  shows 
prominent  vertical  striae.  The  striking  is  a bit  above  average, 
with  some  lightness  at  the  plumes  and  the  lower  part  of  the 
hair,  but  quite  sharp  above  Miss  Liberty’s  ear.  The  reverse  also 
shows  prominent  vertical  die  striations.  The  relapping  has  re- 
moved most  of  the  leaf  to  the  left  of  the  date  and  has  lightened 
certain  other  low-relief  details,  a fact  that  can  be  studied  under 
magnification.  The  overall  aspect  of  the  piece  is  quite  hand- 
some, giving  an  appearance  that  cannot  be  much  different  from 
the  time  it  was  struck. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  none  finer. 

Circulation  strike  mintage:  5,750 
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Condition  Census  1863  S3 

NGC  MS-66 


three  words  quickly  describe  this  splendid  1863  S3  gold  coin, 
another  entry  from  an  era  in  which  relatively  few  were  struck 
for  circulation,  in  this  instance  just  5,000.  Today  we  estimate 
that  180  to  240  exist  in  worn  grades,  and  just  30  to  40  in  Mint 
State,  the  present  coin  ranking  high  among  the  latter. 

The  obverse  is  deeply  and  richly  lustrous.  The  dies  have 
clashed  lightly,  and  under  magnification  the  outline  of  the  in- 
ner part  of  the  wreath  from  the  reverse  is  seen  to  irregularly 
frame  the  portrait  of  Miss  Liberty.  The  striking  of  the  hair  is 
quite  good,  not  needle  sharp  but  significantly  above  average. 
The  definition  on  the  ostrich  feather  plumes  is  fairly  good  on 
the  veins,  and  light  on  the  tips.  The  lettering  is  bold,  as  it  usu- 
ally is  on  most  S3  coins,  save  for  a few  exceptions  (notably  the 
1854-0). 

The  reverse  is  similarly  lustrous  and  attractive,  possessing  a 
great  deal  of  eye  appeal.  A clash  mark  showing  the  outline  of 
Miss  Liberty,  slightly  doubled  (indicating  two  clashing  events), 
can  be  seen  clearly  whthin  the  wreath,  no  magnifying  glass 
needed.  The  striking  is  fairly  good  in  most  areas,  save  for  the 
wreath  knot  in  the  area  to  the  left.  The  dies  have  not  been 
relapped  and,  accordingly,  the  little  leaf  to  the  left  of  the  date  is 
as  bold  as  can  be. 

As  is  true  of  other  S3  pieces  of  this  era.  Mint  State  coins 
were  primarily  saved  by  chance,  not  by  intent;  numismatists  of 
the  era  opted  to  acquire  Proofs.  IValter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclo- 
pedia of  U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins,  1988,  notes,  “Most  Uncircu- 
lated coins  are  from  a tiny  group  from  Europe,  circa  1968.” 
The  group  must  have  been  small  indeed,  as  we  believe  only  30 
to  40  Mint  State  coins  e.xist  today.  It  any  reader  has  details  con- 
cerning this  group,  the  writer  (QDB)  would  be  delighted  to 
receive  them. 

N(;t:  Census:  4;  4 finer  (MS-68-*  finest). 

Circulation  strike  mintage:  5,000 

Without  in  the  slightest  way  casting  a negative  impact  upon  the  group 
mentioned  hy  Breen,  it  is  a general  rule  that  S3  pieces  were  not  sent  to 
turope  as  part  of  international  gold  shipments.  Nearly  all  pieces  that  have 
come  on  the  market  singly  in  recent  decades  have  been  counterfeits.  If  the 
1968  group  consisted  of  authentic  pieces  we  would  like  to  know  more  about 
It  and  will  add  it  to  our  notes.  Until  then  it  will  remain  somewhat  vaporous, 
.In  earlier  inquiries  on  the  same  subject  have  produced  nothing.  Walter  Breen 
did  not  state  that  he  had  actually  c.xamined  the  pieces  so  their  status  regard- 
ing authenticity  is  not  known. 


Landmark  Gem  1864  $3  Gold 

High  Condition  Census 


627  1864  MS-66  (PCGS).  Of  the  2,630  circulation  strikes  made 

of  the  1864  $3  gold,  only  a few  dozen  survive  today,  of  which 
this  is  one  of  the  very  finest.  Not  only  does  it  gain  high  marks 
for  its  lofty  certification  number  assigned  by  PCGS,  but  it  is 
very  well  struck  and  has  nice  eye  appeal  as  well.  We  have  seen 
more  than  our  share  of  S3  gold  coins  in  our  time,  and  without 
qualification  we  can  say  that  this  piece  has  not  been  surpassed 
by  any  we  have  ever  offered. 

The  obverse  is  from  an  early  state  ot  the  dies,  with  delicate 
parallel  striae  at  an  angle  about  30°  to  the  left  of  the  vertical. 
The  detail  on  the  portrait  is  excellent,  indeed  memorable  and 
among  the  finest  seen.  Just  about  everything  is  there,  includ- 
ing the  hair  and  plume  details.  The  fields  are  somewhat 
prooflike  from  the  preparation  process,  but  not  so  much  that 
this  would  be  mistaken  for  a full  Proof 

The  reverse  can  be  described  somewhat  similarly — an  early 
strike,  here  with  vertical  die  striae,  also  with  prooflike  charac- 
teristics, with  more  mirror  finish  than  seen  on  the  obverse. 
The  striking  is  exquisite,  even  under  magnification,  and  is  just 
about  perfect  in  this  regard,  some  trivial  lightness  to  the  right 
of  the  ribbon  bow  being  the  only  exception. 

During  the  mintage  of  S3  pieces  and  other  coins  it  was  a 
practice  to  separate  the  dies  ever  so  slightly  farther  apart  than 
need  be,  so  that  if  a planchet  was  slightly  overweight  it  would 
not  cause  die  damage  when  the  excess  metal  had  little  place  to 
go  (except  in  some  instances  to  create  a wire  rim).  The  result  is 
that  the  vast  majority  of  S3  pieces  (and  other  coins)  show  some 
trivial  lightness  in  certain  spots.  The  present  coin  is  a remark- 
able exception. 

Today’s  certification  services  as  well  as  general  auction  de- 
scriptions seldom  address  the  aspect  of  striking  quality.  When 
an  exceptional  piece  presents  itself  as  with  the  Richard  Jewell 
example  offered  here,  it  is  worth  taking  the  time  to  describe  in 
detail. 

Overall,  the  1864  is  one  of  the  rarer  S3  pieces  ofits  era,  this 
with  regard  to  circulated  examples.  We  believe  that  somewhat 
fewer  than  175  worn  pieces  survive,  a factor  that  places  addi- 
tional demand  on  the  few  available  Mint  State  coins. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  1 finer  (MS-67). 

Circulation  strike  mintage:  2,630 
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Finest  NGC  1865  $3  Gold 


MS-67,  Solo  at  this  Level 


DOLLAMf^ 
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628  1865  MS-67  ★ (NGC).  If  you  thought  the  1864  was  rare, 

then  consider  this.  The  1865,  here  offered,  is  another  entry  in 
the  rarest  of  the  rare  category,  the  era  of  $3  pieces  in  which 
mintages  are  low  and  very  few  coins  exist  today.  For  the  1865, 
just  1,140  circulation  strikes  were  minted,  from  which  fewer 
than  100  worn  pieces  are  believed  to  exist  today  with  only  a 
dozen  or  so  in  Mint  State.  From  the  standpoint  of  overall  rar- 
ity in  various  grades,  this  is  the  most  elusive  $3  from  1854  up 
to  this  point  in  time. 

Regarding  Mint  State  pieces,  in  1979  in  his  study  on  the 
series,  David  W.  Akers  commented  that  he  had  seen  “only  two 
full  Mint  State  pieces  and  three  legitimate  AUs.”  As  most  read- 
ers know,  grade  inflation  has  taken  place  since  then,  and  no 
doubt  some  pieces  that  were  called  EF  years  ago  have  now 
graduated  to  AU,  and  some  AU  coins  may  have  inched  up  to 
the  Mint  State  level.  However,  the  present  piece  is  immune 
from  all  such  comment,  as  it  is  not  only  unquestionably  Mint 
State,  but  a superb  gem  as  well. 

Again  we  note  that  to  find  any  S3  gold  coin  at  the  MS-67 
classification  would  be  an  exceedingly  rare,  indeed  extraordi- 
nary opportunity.  To  have  this  occur  with  a date  that  on  its  own 
is  one  of  the  more  difficult  in  the  series,  the  1865,  is  almost 
beyond  belief  Likely,  once  this  piece  is  sold  no  amount  of  money 
could  secure  another. 

The  obverse  is  fairly  well  struck,  with  above  average  de- 
tails, some  lightness  but  scarcely  worth  mentioning.  A few  reed- 
ing marks  are  seen  in  the  left  obverse  field  and  no  doubt  were 
considered  by  the  grading  gurus  at  NGC.  The  plane  areas  are 
somewhat  prooflike.  Die  striae  are  light  and  are  at  about  a 45° 
angle  to  the  right  of  the  vertical.  The  reverse  is  similarly 
prooflike,  but  with  the  die  striae  even  lighter  and  vertically 
oriented.  The  striking  is  very  good  with  needle-sharp  defini- 
tion except  at  the  bow  knot.  Eye  appeal,  also  important,  is  ex- 
cellent. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 

Circul.ition  strike  mintage:  1.140 


Gem  1866  $3  Gold 


629  1866  MS-65  (PCGS).  The  1866  S3  gold  com,  of  which  just 

4,000  circulation  strikes  were  made,  is  another  entry  in  the  list 
of  rarities  from  this  decade.  We  estimate  that  fewer  than  180 
worn  pieces  exist,  to  which  can  be  added  25  to  40  in  Mint  State. 
Among  the  Mint  State  coins  this  is  one  of  the  finest,  earning  an 
MS-65  designation  from  PCGS,  with  few  others  in  or  around 
this  category.  A coin  such  as  this  makes  us  pause  to  reflect  how 
remarkable  the  Richard  Jewell  Collection  is.  Normally,  a very 
high-grade  offering  of  S3  pieces  would  consist  of  a mixture  of 
Mint  State  and  Proof  coins,  for  in  some  instances  Proofs  are  more 
available  than  are  gem  Uncirculated  examples.  To  see  rarity  af- 
ter rarity  in  incredible  Mint  State  is  almost  beyond  belief  Years 
from  now  numismatists  will  contemplate  this  catalogue  wist- 
fully, thinking  what  it  must  have  been  like  in  2005  to  have  had 
the  opportunity  to  acquire  the  pieces  ottered  here. 

It  is  difficult  to  determine  how  many  pieces  actually  exist  in 
Mint  State.  The  leading  certification  services  (PCGS  and  NGC) 
report  the  number  of  grading  events,  but  not  the  number  of  ditfer- 
ent  coins.  For  certain  rarities  there  are  instances  where  more  sub- 
missions have  occurred  than  there  are  separate  coins  in  actuality. 
StiU,  the  popularity  of  these  services  has  brought  many  old-time 
properties  out  of  the  woodwork,  so  to  speak,  with  the  result  that 
today  there  are  many  choice  and  gem  pieces  available  in  certain 
series  that  were  not  envisioned  as  recently  as  20  years  ago. 

Also  a factor  is  the  fast  turnover  in  today’s  market.  More 
than  ever,  buyers  seek  “trophy”  coins,  attracted  by  high  grade, 
rarity,  and  perhaps  accompanying  dialogue.  Although  they  may 
not  specialize  in  a series  such  as  S3  pieces,  they  bid  liberally  to 
acquire  a special  piece.  Later  the  passion  fades  and  it  is  back  on 
the  market.  This  situation  is  far  different  from  decades  ago  when 
choice  and  rare  pieces  tended  to  be  acquired  by  specialists  in 
various  scries,  and  to  remain  in  their  possession  for  a long  time. 
Often  a missed  opportunity  could  mean  no  further  chance  for 
that  piece  in  your  lifetime.  Today,  turnover  is  much  more  rapid. 
Of  course,  for  specialists,  although  such  individuals  may  he  in 
the  minority,  this  translates  into  remarkable  opportunities. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  2 finer  (MS-66  finest). 

Circulation  strike  mintage:  4.000 

Ifyou  can  procure  a copy  of  David  W.  Akers'  1979  study  on  S3  pieces  it  is 
worth  having  as  a realitv'  check.  Akers  surveyed  several  hundred  leading  auc- 
tion catalogues  from  a period  of  about  50  years  prior  to  1979.  relayed  his  find- 
ings and  added  interpretations.  Ifanything.  someone  bining  a choice  or  rare 
S3  piece  in  the  present  sale  and  taking  heed  of  such  things  as  population  re- 
ports. will  be  gladdened  by  what  he  or  she  reads  in  the  .\kers'  text — ^as.  in 
general,  the  absolute  rarily  of  such  pieces  will  be  significantly  greater  than  the 
appareul  rarity  as  reflected  by  the  certification  data. 
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Choice  Mint  State  1867  S3 

Condition  Census  Quality 


t E S 

'B- 


O 


M 


3 

nOLLARSiVi 
A ±867 


Incredibly  Important  1868  S3 

Solo  NGC  Finest 
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630  1867  MS-63  (PCGS).  From  the  2,600  pieces  struck  of  the 

1867  S3  we  estimate  that  only  20  to  25  exist  today  m Mint 
State.  Of  these,  the  present  piece  is  among  the  finest.  The  ob- 
verse is  from  a deeply  basined  or  dished  die,  exhibiting  exten- 
sive prooflike  surface.  Die  striae  are  present,  but  they  are  very 
difficult  to  see  unless  the  coin  his  held  at  a certain  angle  to  the 
light.  If  so  they  will  be  found  to  be  oriented  about  40°  to  the 
left  of  the  vertical.  However,  the  die  polishing  process  that  cre- 
ated the  prooflike  surface  mainly  eliminated  the  striae.  The 
sharpness  is  exquisite,  one  of  the  finest  seen  on  any  S3  piece, 
making  this  a truly  remarkable  specimen  tor  this  reason  alone. 

On  the  reverse,  which  is  exquisitely  struck,  the  striae  are 
more  pronunent,  mainly  oriented  in  a direction  about  70°  to 
the  right  of  the  vertical.  While  prooflike  surface  is  present,  it  is 
not  as  deep  as  on  the  obverse.  The  die  is  plane,  not  basined. 
(For  an  explanation  of  the  basining  process  in  die  making,  re- 
fer to  Q.  David  Bowers’  The  Official  Red  Book  of  Morgan  Silver 
Dollars,  where  there  is  a detailed  discussion.)  All  told,  in  our 
view  this  is  one  of  the  highlights  of  the  present  sale. 

PCGS  Population;  3;  4 finer  (MS-67  finest). 

Circulation  strike  mintage:  2,600 


631  1868  MS-67  PL  (NGC).  Certification  numbers  can  mean  a 

lot,  and  in  this  instance  there  has  been  only  one  certified  as 
MS-67  Prooflike  by  NGC,  with  none  finer.  However,  we  are 
not  offering  the  holder,  we  are  offering  the  coin  itself  and  the 
specimen  here  presented  can  stand  tall  on  its  own  as  one  of  the 
finest  we  have  ever  seen.  Of  the  4,850  circulation  strikes  pro- 
duced this  year,  we  estimate  that  only  70  to  90  Mint  State  pieces 
exist,  most  of  w'hich  are  in  the  range  of  MS-60  to  MS-62,  but 
with  an  occasional  gem.  However,  even  the  gems  are  not  apt  to 
match  this. 

Here  is  another  rarest  of  the  rare,  most  marvelous  ot  the  mar- 
velous S3  pieces,  ultra  high  grade  the  likes  of  which  are  hardly 
ever  seen,  let  alone  for  a rare  date  such  as  1868.  The  amount  of 
money  paid  for  this  is  not  relevant  or  the  coin  is  virtually  price- 
less. We  can  readily  imagine  that  unless  the  buyer  of  this  piece 
elects  to  sell  it,  anyone  hoping  for  such  may  wait  a long  time  for 
a similar  opportunity.  Indeed,  there  may  never  be  a similar  op- 
portunity. 

The  obverse  is  exquisitely  struck,  drfinitive  for  the  design, 
showing  the  details  of  the  hair,  the  feather  plumes,  and  every- 
thing else.  The  fields  are  highly  prooflike,  the  letters  are  sharp, 
and  at  quick  glance  the  piece  could  be  mistaken  for  a Proof 
However,  there  are  hints  of  graininess  or  lustre  on  both  sides, 
differentiating  the  tw'o.  Besides,  all  known  Proofs  have  the  dies 
oriented  in  the  same  direction  (medal-wise)  not  in  the  normal 
fashion  (180°  apart  as  here). 

The  reverse  is  likewise  definitive  for  the  design,  introduc- 
ing to  the  eye  certain  features  that  are  seldom  seen,  such  as  the 
vertical  separation  at  the  center  of  the  ribbon  knot,  revealing  that 
it  is  actually  composed  of  two  ribbons.  All  told  this  piece  crosses 
the  finish  line  ahead  of  its  peers,  not  only  in  the  numerical 
certification  but  in  the  exquisite  sharpness  of  strike.  Few  S3 
pieces  anywhere  can  match  this. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 

Circulation  strike  mintage:  4,850 
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Gem  1868  $3  Gold 

Condition  Census  Duplicate 


632  1868  MS-65  (PCGS).  Checking  in  as  PCGS  MS-65,  with 

just  two  in  this  grade  and  several  finer,  this  piece  is  one  of  the 
nicest  to  be  found  anywhere.  In  a way  it  can  be  collected  by 
someone  who  has  competed  and  perhaps  successfully  purchased 
the  preceding  lot,  for  this  is  entirely  different  in  appearance, 
with  deep,  rich  frost  on  both  sides,  and  with  scarcely  a hint  of 
prooflike  surface.  It  is  the  cataloguer’s  view  that  this  piece  was 
struck  prior  to  the  preceding,  after  which  both  dies  were  highly 
polished,  deliberately,  but  not  relapped,  nor  was  there  any  rea- 
son to  remove  clash  marks  or  other  indications.  The  literature 
shows  clearly  that  in  the  past  a number  of  circulation  strikes 
have  been  sold  as  Proofs.  An  example  is  provided  by  Lot  2040 
m B.  Max  Mehl’s  Dunham  Collection  sale,  1941,  which  the 
previous  owner  “originally  purchased  as  a Proof,”  according  to 
that  cataloguer.  There  may  be  more  to  this  coin  and  the  pre- 
ceding one  than  meets  the  eye,  and  if  any  specialists  who  ex- 
amine this  piece  at  lot  viewing  would  care  to  communicate 
with  us,  we  can  publish  more  on  the  subject  later.  Not  often 
are  two  impressions  from  the  same  dies,  without  relapping,  so 
different  in  appearance. 

The  preceding  said,  on  its  own  the  present  1868  is  one  of 
the  nicest  to  be  found  anywhere.  It  has  excellent  eye  appeal, 
above  average  strike,  and  will  nicely  satisfy  the  quest  for  an  ex- 
ceptional specimen.  ; 

PCGS  Population:  2;  4 finer  (MS-66  finest). 

Circulation  strike  mintage:  4,850 


Classic  1869  $3  Proof  Rarity 

Only  a Dozen  or  so  Known 


633  1869  Proof-61  (PCGS).  Proofs  of  the  1869  S3  are  extremely 

rare.  Twenty  are  reported  to  have  been  struck  and  from  this 
number  an  estimated  12  to  14  exist  today,  several  of  which  are 
in  museums.  The  Proof  surfaces  of  this  coin  are  quite  curious 
and  have  a somewhat  pebbly  texture,  not  explained,  but  seem- 
ingly a characteristic  of  certain  of  this  issue,  but  wbat  percent- 
age is  not  known.  The  Charles  Jay  Collection  sale  (Stack’s 
October  1967,  Lot  281)  offered  a Proof  described  as  being  on  a 
“slightly  granular  planchet,”  which  may  be  another  way  of  say- 
ing the  same  thing.  Although  this  piece  has  been  graded  Proof- 
61,  it  is  not  impaired,  and  would  seem  to  be  in  a significantly 
higher  designation.  The  dies  exhibit  the  characteristics  noted 
by  Walter  Breen  in  his  1988  Encyclopedia,  including  a tiny  raised 
line  extending  from  the  lower  ball  of  the  denomination  3 on 
the  reverse  up  to  the  left.  To  summarize  our  comments:  It 
would  seem  to  us  to  be  quite  a bit  finer  in  grade  than  Proof-61 . 
However,  the  surface  is  unusual  and  some  study  is  suggested. 
The  coin  is  not  impaired,  but  was  made  with  unusual  surfaces. 
As  to  whether  many  others  have  this  characteristic  we  do  not 
know,  but  seeing  that  the  dies  match  those  described  by  Breen, 
it  is  likely.  Such  pieces  are  so  rare  that  there  is  scarcely  an  op- 
portunity to  study  two  Proofs  at  the  same  time. 

Among  Proofs,  the  1869  is  one  of  the  rarest  of  the  decade. 
The  present  piece  is  toned  warm  orange-yellow  with  a hint  of 
magenta,  is  well  struck,  and  will  be  of  great  appeal  to  the  S3 
specialist. 

PCGS  Population:  1 ; 6 finer  (Proof-65  finest). 

Proof  mintage:  25 
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Choice  Mint  State  1869  $3 


634  1869  MS-63  (NGC).  A brilliant,  lustrous  specimen  with  a gen- 

erous amount  of  prooflike  surface  on  both  sides.  The  strike  is 
above  average,  but  with  some  lightness  on  the  high  parts  of 
Miss  Liberty’s  hair  near  the  center.  The  reverse  is  quite  sharp, 
not  perfect,  but  close. 

As  a Mint  State  coin  the  present  1869  is  a significant  rarity. 
NGC  has  graded  just  one  other,  and  none  finer.  In  the  entire 
world  of  numismatics  we  estimate  that  only  20  to  30  exist. 
Clearly,  the  word  opportunity  is  relevant  today. 

NGC  Census:  2;  none  finer. 

Circulation  strike  mintage:  2,500 


Another  Remarkable  1869  $3 


Lustrous  Mint  State 


635  1869  MS-62  (PCGS).  It  is  not  often  that  even  a single  Proof 

or  Mint  State  1869  S3  crosses  the  block  in  a single  sale,  but 
here  we  have  three  such  pieces,  the  present  being  the  second  in 
the  Mint  State  category.  Similar  to  the  preceding  it  is  prooflike 
on  both  sides  and  possesses  above  average  striking  detail.  Some 
scattered  marks  are  seen  here  and  there,  consistent  with  the 
grade.  The  color  is  a rich  yellow-orange  gold.  Suffice  it  to  say 
that  if  you  have  wanted  a truly  exceptional  1869  S3  for  your 
collection,  by  the  time  this  lot  is  sold  you  will  have  had  several 
opportunities. 

PCGS  Population:  7;  7 finer  (MS-65  finest). 

Circulation  strike  mintage:  2,500 
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Mint  State  1870  $3 

Condition  Census  Challenger 


636  1870  MS-62  (PCGS).  This  lovely  1870  $3,  prooflike  and  at- 

tractive, challenges  the  Condition  Census  among  “graduates” 
from  the  PCGS  academy.  The  grade  seems  to  be  fairly  stated  at 
MS-62,  to  which  the  adjective  “prootlike”  can  be  added  to 
describe  the  dies  on  both  sides.  The  striking  is  quite  good,  dis- 
tinctly above  average,  although  not  needle  sharp.  The  overall 
color  is  medium  gold  with  a hint  of  orange. 

It  is  our  estimate  that  of  the  3,500  circulation  strikes  made 
of  the  1870  $3  gold,  about  150  to  225  survive  today  in  circu- 
lated grades,  plus  25  to  30  in  Mint  State.  Indeed,  in  terms  of 
trying  to  track  down  Mint  State  coins  the  challenge  is  about 
equal  to  that  of  the  earlier  offered  1869  (except  that  we  have 
but  a single  1870  here).  Not  many  exist  and  market  appear- 
ances are  few  and  far  between. 

PCGS  Population:  10;  7 finer  (MS-64  finest). 

Circulation  strike  mintage:  3,500 


Choice  Mint  State  1871  $3 

Condition  Census  Quality 


637  1871  MS-64  (PCGS).  The  survival  rates  of  S3  pieces  can  be 

quite  curious.  With  the  1871  we  have  a circulation  strike  mint- 
age of  1,300  coins,  but  an  estimated  40  to  50  still  in  existence 
in  Mint  State,  designating  a great  rarity,  of  course,  but  more 
available  than  the  higher  mintage  issues  of  the  preceding  two 
years.  Among  those  that  exist,  perhaps  some  of  the  choicer 
pieces  can  trace  their  pedigree  to  a small  group  that  Thomas  L. 
Elder  turned  up  in  1936,  which  may  have  had  as  many  as  a 
dozen  or  so.  Where  these  went  is  not  known  today,  and  not  a 
single  piece  has  been  specifically  tracked.  Continuing  normal 
practice,  numismatists  in  1871  wbo  desired  an  example  of  this 
date  simply  ordered  a Proof  Because  of  this.  Mint  State  coins 
survive  only  as  a matter  of  rare  chance. 

The  present  piece,  similar  to  all  others  of  this  date,  is  highly 
prootlike.  In  the  past  some  of  these  have  likely  been  called 
“Proof’  in  auction  listings,  rendering  the  data  unreliable.  The 
present  piece  is  truly  a beauty  to  behold — above  average  in  strike 
on  both  sides  (although  not  needle  sharp)  and  with  a warm 
yellow-orange  gold  color.  The  eye  appeal  is  simply  incredible. 

We  expect  that  when  this  piece  crosses  the  block  there  will 
be  a lot  of  action.  This  is,  indeed,  a truly  exceptional  example 
of  this  seldom-seen  date. 

PCGS  Population:  10;  2 finer  (MS-67  finest). 

Circulation  strike  mintage:  1,300 
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Splendid  Proof  1872  S3  Rarity 

Highest  and  Only  Proof-64  Cameo  Designation 


638  1872  Proof-64  Cameo  (PCGS).  It  is  harder  to  become  bet- 

ter than  the  best,  and  the  present  piece  is  indeed  the  best  to  fall 
under  the  view  of  the  grading  experts  at  FCGS  and  to  be  as- 
signed the  “cameo”  designation  in  combination  with  the  Proof- 
64  number.  While  this  is  sufficient  to  attract  many  if  not  the 
majority  of  potential  buyers,  beyond  that  this  lovely  specimen 
has  superb  eye  appeal,  excellent  strike,  and  a fine  all  around 
“personality.” 

Mint  records  show  that  30  Proofs  were  struck  this  year, 
from  which  number  w'e  estimate  that  perhaps  18  to  24  are 
known  today,  several  of  which  are  in  museums,  notably  the 
Smithsonian,  American  Numismatic  Society,  and  in  the  Bass 
Collection  on  view  at  the  American  Numismatic  Association. 
The  historical  record  of  “Proof’  1872  pieces  is  somewhat  dis- 
torted by  the  offering  in  the  past  of  prooflike  Mint  State  coin  as 
Proofs,  with  some  citations  in  this  regard  being  given  in  the 
Bow'ers-Winter  book.  The  United  States  S3  Gold  Pieces  1854- 
1889.  However,  today  the  data  provided  by  PCGS  and  NGC 
can  be  relied  upon,  as  the  technical  differences  are  known. 

Accompanying  the  present  coin  is  a notable  Mint  State  rar- 
ity', a very  unusual  combination  within  a single  catalogue.  As 
can  be  seen  from  a quick  inspection  of  the  photographs,  the 
date  is  positioned  differently  on  each,  with  the  date  on  the 
Proofs,  as  here,  being  farther  below  the  w’ord  DOLLARS  and 
closer  to  the  high  point  of  the  top  right  ribbon. 

Over  a long  period  of  years  only  a few  collections  have  had 
true  Proof  examples  of  this  rare  date.  The  present  coin  consti- 
tutes one  of  the  most  remarkable  opportunities  in  the  Jewell 
Gollection. 

PCGS  PopuLition:  1 ; none  finer  within  the  desipiation. 

I’roof  mintage: 


Important  Mint  State  1872  S3 


639  1872  MS-62  (PCGS).  Here  we  go  again!  Just  2,000  circula- 

tion strikes  were  produced  of  the  1872  $3,  but  the  vast  major- 
ity have  disappeared  in  the  years  since.  Today,  w'e  estimate  that 
just  150  to  215  worn  pieces  are  known  and  only  about  20  to  30 
Mint  State  coins,  which  means  for  all  practical  purposes  Mint 
State  pieces  at  any  level  are  about  as  rare  as  Proofs.  The  present 
piece  is  lovely  to  behold,  is  nearly  completely  prooflike,  and 
has  the  general  characteristics  that  years  ago  might  have  resulted 
in  it  being  catalogued  as  a Proof  However,  there  are  some  tech- 
nical differences,  such  as  the  date  position  (see  description  for 
the  preceding  lot). 

The  obverse  is  virtually  full  Proof  quality,  indeed  wdth  the 
“orange-peel”  surface  often  seen  on  Proofs  of  this  era.  The 
striking  is  exquisite,  and  all  else  is  in  fine  order.  To  be  sure, 
there  is  some  friction  in  the  field,  particularly  at  the  lower  left, 
this  prompting  the  MS-62  designation. 

The  reverse  is  highly  prooflike,  but  not  as  deep  as  the  ob- 
verse. Some  very  interesting  die  striae  can  be  seen  under  high 
magnification,  mostly  vertical,  but  quite  a few  criss-cross  and 
are  in  random  directions,  mostly  seen  within  the  wreath.  The 
striking  is  above  average,  but  with  some  lightness  curiously  to 
the  left  of  the  wreath  knot,  instead  of  slightly  to  the  right  as  is 
typical. 

The  rarity  ot  Mint  State  1872  S3  pieces  is  explained  by  the 
fact  that  during  this  era  collectors  opted  for  Proofs,  and  circu- 
lation strikes  were  generally  ignored. 

Circulation  strike  mintage:  2,000 
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Famous  1873  $3  Rarity 
Close  3,  Proof 
High  Condition  Census 
Incredibly  Important  and  Rare 


640  1873  Close  3.  Proof-61  (PCGS).  Although  this  piece  has 

been  graded  “only”  Proof-61,  only  one  other  has  been  assigned 
this  level  by  PCGS  and  just  three  finer,  projecting  it  as  an  in- 
credible rarity,  indeed  significantly  rarer  than  Proof  examples 
of  the  even  more  famous  1875. 

Much  has  been  written  about  the  1873  $3,  and  for  techni- 
cal details  we  refer  you  to  the  Bowers-Winter  book.  The  United 
States  S3  Gold  Pieces  1854-1889,  with  much  other  data  to  be 
found  in  the  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr. , Museum  Syllo^e  (Bowers,  2002), 
David  W.  Akers’  excellent  1979  study,  and  various  Breen  texts, 
as  well  as  auction  presentations.  However,  opinions  differ 
widely.  In  summation,  it  is  the  view  of  the  cataloguer  (QDB) 
that  1873  Proofs  designated  as  Close  3 are  originals,  not  re- 
strikes as  Walter  Breen  has  suggested.  Indeed,  David  W.  Akers 
essentially  agrees  with  this  (per  his  1979  study). 

As  a Proof,  the  1873  Close  3 is  of  incredible  rarity.  The 
quantity  struck  is  not  known,  but  it  may  have  been  as  small  as 
just  four  to  10  pieces.  Today,  the  Bowers-Winter  text  estimates 
that  just  four  to  six  Proofs  exist,  handily  shading  all  other  Proofs 
in  the  series  after  the  1850s.  Very  few  collections  have  ever  had 
a Proof  example  at  any  grade  level. 


The  present  piece  is  quite  attractive  to  the  eye,  within  the 
frame  w'ork  of  the  Proof-61  designation.  The  coloring  is  a pleas- 
ing yellow-orange  gold.  The  mirror  surface  is  rich  and  deep,  but 
with  some  evidence  of  friction.  The  striking  is  about  average, 
somewhat  light  at  the  center  of  the  obverse.  The  reverse  is  some- 
what light  at  the  center  two  numerals  and  very  slightly  weak  on 
the  ribbon  knot.  On  the  Proof  the  date  is  low,  as  on  the  circula- 
tion strike  subsequently  offered,  but  is  positioned  ever  so  slightly 
more  to  the  left.  A handy  guide  for  viewing  this  is  the  right  side 
of  the  upright  of  1 (1873)  as  compared  to  the  lower  left  serif  tip 
in  the  first  L (DOLLARS).  On  the  Proof  the  tiny  leaf  to  the  left 
of  the  date,  is  but  a small  “island”  or  vestige.  On  the  circulation 
strike  it  is  full.  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.,  has  identified  two  different 
die  states  of  the  Close  3 Proof,  one  having  deeply  dished  or 
basined  dies  and  the  other,  as  here,  wnth  the  obverse  die  sliglitly 
convex,  very  noticeable,  and  quite  peculiar! 

The  specialist  in  S3  gold  will  want  to  contemplate  this  op- 
portunity very  carefully  and  prepare  a bid  accordingly.  It  is  in- 
deed a spectacular  coin,  a landmark  rarity  when  all  informa- 
tion is  considered. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  3 finer  (Proof-65  finest). 

Proof  mintage:  4 to  10,  estimate. 
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Classic  1873  Close  3 Rarity 
Mint  State 
Condition  Census 


641  1873  Close  3.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Here  is  another  coin  to  be 

remembered,  a second  example  of  the  Close  3 variety’,  the  only 
one  certified  in  this  grade  by  PCGS,  with  just  two  higher  (the 
highest  being  MS-64).  Although  the  Antuial  Report  of  The  Di- 
rector of  the  Mint  for  1873  lists  no  circulation  strikes  at  all  for  the 
S3  denomination,  this  belies  the  fact,  as  today  it  is  estimated 
that  from  80  to  120  examples  are  known  in  worn  grades  plus  a 
very  small  number,  only  an  estimated  seven  to  1 1,  in  Mint  State. 
By  extrapolation  this  might  indicate  an  estimated  mintage  ot 
600  to  900  coins.  As  to  why  they  were  not  listed  in  the  Mint 
Report,  this  is  anyone’s  guess.  While  such  reports  are  often 
reliable  and  are  always  interesting,  there  can  be  some  impor- 
tant gaps.  For  example,  in  the  same  era  there  is  no  production 
at  all  listed  for  1870-S  Liberty  Seated  dollars,  and  yet  numis- 
matists can  account  for  about  10  pieces  today. 

Over  the  years  there  has  been  much  ink  spent  to  described 
1873  S3  pieces  of  the  Close  3 and  Open  3 varieties,  endeavor- 
ing to  position  them  as  to  when  they  were  struck  and  why. 
Some  of  this  is  synopsized  in  the  aforementioned  Bowers-Win- 
ter book.  To  reiterate,  we  estimate  that  about  600  to  900  were 
produced  in  1873,  of  the  Close  3 variety,  intended  for  regular 
commerce.  For  some  unexplained  reason  they  were  omitted 
from  the  Mint  Report. 

The  presently  offered  piece  is  very  attractive.  The  obverse 
is  highly  prootlike,  within  the  obverse  lettering  the  top  of  the 


A’s  are  filled  as  is  the  interior,  top  and  bottom,  of  the  entire 
letter  R (AMERICA);  the  fields,  however,  have  some  contact 
marks  and  friction,  as  might  be  expected  from  the  assigned  grade. 
The  head  of  Miss  Liberty  is  quite  frosty,  but  there  is  an  interest- 
ing little  “Proof  patch’’  or  polished  patch  at  the  right  of  the  neck 
where  two  curls  meet,  and  there  is  a notable  indentation. 

On  the  reverse  there  are  light  vertical  die  striae  visible  un- 
der magnification,  clearly  indicating  that  this  die  was  intended 
for  circulation  strike  purposes. 

With  regard  to  rarity,  the  Annual  Report  of  The  Director  of 
the  Mint  stated  that  25  Proofs  were  made  for  collectors  (with 
no  description  of  the  date  style),  and  no  others,  as  noted. 
This  figure,  all  by  itself,  has  caused  much  comment  in  nu- 
mismatic catalogues  over  a long  period  of  time.  Accord- 
ingly, a perusal  of  offerings  of  the  past,  if  the  results  are 
transcribed  today,  would  make  a fairly  large  monograph  or 
study.  In  essence,  most  simply  said  that  with  only  25  pieces 
being  made,  an  offered  coin  (usually  in  worn  grades,  by  the 
way),  stood  high  as  a fantastic  rarity. 

Today  the  1873  is  indeed  elusive,  but  it  can  not  be  consid- 
ered to  be  of  legendary  importance,  what  with  an  estimated  80 
to  120  known  in  worn  grades.  However,  in  Mint  State,  as  ot- 
tered here,  perhaps  leaendary  is  an  appropriate  adjective! 

PCGS  Population:  1;  2 finer  (MS-64  finest). 

Circulation  strike  mintage:  600-900  estimate. 
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Gem  Proof  1874  $3  Rarity 

Top  in  PCGS  Population 


642  1874  Proof-65  (PCGS).  What  a lovely  Proof  this  is,  taking  its 

position  as  one  of  only  four  certification  events  by  PCGS,  none 
higher,  and  possibly  not  that  many  different  specimens.  Although 
the  Mint  Report  suggests  that  only  20  Proofs  were  minted  of 
this  year,  the  Bowers-Winter  text  suggests  that  about  30  were 
made.  No  matter,  the  variety  is  still  incredibly  rare  today.  We 
estimate  that  only  18  to  25  Proofs  exist,  including  a handful 
comfortably  ensconced  in  museum  collections.  The  opportu- 
nity to  acquire  one  on  the  open  market,  as  here,  is  indeed  un- 
usual, and  the  opportunity  to  acquire  zgetn  Proof  is  even  more 
remarkable. 

Today,  Proofs  of  1874  are  recognized  as  being  much  rarer 
than  the  more  famous  1875.  Of  course,  circulation  strikes  of 
1874  (see  next  lot)  are  readily  available,  particularly  in  lower 
Mint  State  ranges,  thereby  taking  this  coin  out  of  the  “impos- 
sible” dollar  value  range.  However,  the  rarity  is  absolute,  and 
the  desirability  of  the  present  piece  is  unquestioned. 

Turning  to  the  coin  itself,  the  obverse  die  has  a much  de- 
sired “orange  peel”  surface,  with  a bit  of  aura  or  graininess 
scarcely  visible,  but  characteristic  of  most  Proofs  of  this  era. 
The  striking  is  excellent.  On  the  reverse  the  mirrored  field  is 
similarly  “orange  peel.”  The  striking  is  exquisite,  indeed  de- 
finitive for  the  design.  The  eye  appeal  on  both  sides  is  every- 
thing the  connoisseur  might  hope  for  or  expect. 

PCGS  Population;  4;  none  finer. 

Proof  mintage:  20 

From  Bowers  and  Merena’s  sale  of  the  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Collec- 
tion, May  2000,  Lot  281. 


Superb  Gem  1874  $3 
Top  PCGS  Population 
Condition  Rarity 


643  1874  MS-66  (PCGS).  While  the  1874  is  not  rare  as  a date,  at 

the  MS-66  level,  certified  by  PCGS,  it  emerges  as  incredibly 
important.  41 ,800  were  struck  for  circulation,  and  of  this  num- 
ber we  estimate  that  2,500  to  3,000  exist  in  worn  grades,  plus 
a generous  1,750  to  2,250  in  Mint  State.  However,  among  the 
latter,  nearly  all  are  significantly  lower  in  preservation  than  the 
piece  offered  here.  The  reason  is  simple:  collectors  of  the  era 
ordered  Proofs  and  few  circulation  strikes  were  carefully  pre- 
served. 

Today  there  is  a significant  market  demand  for  “ultra-grade” 
coins,  whether  or  not  the  dates  are  basically  or  foundationally 
rare  in  lower  grades.  Accordingly,  we  expect  that  the  present 
piece  will  attract  quite  a bit  of  attention  when  it  is  offered,  as 
the  opportunity  to  acquire  a similar  piece  may  not  happen  any- 
time soon. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  none  finer. 

Circulation  strike  mintage:  41,800 
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Classic  1875  $3  Proof  Rarity 

Most  Acclaimed  Issue 

High  Condition  Census 


1875  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Over  a long  pe- 
riod of  time  the  appearance  of  an  1875  Proof 
S3  at  auction  has  given  cataloguers  the  op- 
portunitv’  to  become  eloquent.  Instead  of  a 
word,  a sentence  might  be  used,  or  instead 
of  a sentence,  a paragraph  or  even  two  or 
three  paragraphs — there  seems  to  be  no  limit 
on  the  excitement  accorded  the  1875  S3,  nor 
should  there  be. 

Mint  records  suggest  that  only  20  Proofs 
were  made  for  collectors,  and  none  at  all  for 
circulation.  With  the  latter  statement  we  have 
no  disagreement,  but  we  estimate  that  a few 
more  Proofs  were  made  than  this,  and  other 
students  of  the  series  (notably  Harry  W.  Bass, 

Jr.,  to  mention  only  one)  have  felt  hkewise. 

Our  estimate  is  that  40  to  60  Proofs  were 
made,  and  of  this  number  28  to  35  exist  to- 
day, including  some  in  museum  collections. 

In  absolute  terms  of  numbers  known,  the 
1875  thus  ranks  second  only  to  the  unique 
1870-S;  as  the  latter  coin  is  a treasured  part  of 
the  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Collection  on  loan  ex- 
hibit at  the  ANA,  the  1875  is  far  and  away 
the  rarest  collectable  date  in  the  series. 

The  lore  and  lure  of  the  1875  is  interest- 
ing and  extensive,  and  some  background  information  will  be 
found  in  the  Bowers-Winter  text.  The  United  States  S3  Gold 
Pieces  1854-1889.  We  note  in  passing  that  in  The  Numismatist, 
August  1903,  Augustus  G.  Heaton,  famous  author  and  also  past 
president  ot  the  American  Numismatic  Association,  listed  this 
as  one  of  a handful  of  rarities  that  he  suggested  would  “raise 
the  numismatic  temperature  of  an  auction  room  to  fever  heat.” 
Exciting  words,  these! 

In  1916,  Frank  G.  Duffield,  editor  of  The  Numismatist, 
sought  to  unravel  the  mystery  surrounding  the  1873,  1875,  and 


1876  S3  pieces,  for  which  Mint  re- 
ports stated  that,  respectively,  just  25, 
20,  and  45  pieces  had  been  made,  all 
in  Proof  finish.  And  yet,  especially  for 
the  1873,  it  seemed  that  more  were 
around  than  officially  stated.  Read- 
ers were  invited  to  contact  Duffield 
with  regard  to  the  pieces  they  owned, 
but  response  was  negligible,  as  most 
numismatists  collected  in  private  and 
did  not  neces.sarily  want  to  share  their 
knowledge.  Even  the  better  known 
numismatists  of  the  era  w’ho  owned 
such  pieces  did  not  answer  the  chal- 
lenge. Accordingly,  the  matter  was 
soon  dropped. 

In  later  years  it  became  apparent 
that  somewhat  more  than  20  1875 
Proofs  were  struck.  Some  have  sug- 
gested that  these  might  be  called  re- 
strikes but  as  all  are  from  the  same  die 
pair  and  appear  to  have  essentially  the 
same  characteristics  and  most  prob- 
ably were  actually  struck  in  1875  (but 
not  recorded),  the  point  is  moot.  To- 
day, the  1875  stands  as  an  icon,  a bea- 
con to  the  $3  series,  the  particular  date  to  which  the  eye  gravi- 
tates when  a display  is  presented.  The  Richard  Jewell  speci- 
men will  no  doubt  attract  wide  attention.  The  obverse  and  re- 
verse are  very  sharply  struck,  somewhat  lightly  toned,  and 
present  a very  attractive  appearance.  As  to  market  value,  equiva- 
lent pieces  in  recent  times  have  realized  into  high  five  figures. 
By  way  of  analogy,  across  the  board  an  1875  $3  is  about  10 
times  rarer  than  an  1879  Flowing  Hair  Stella. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  1 finer  (Proof-6.S  finest). 

Proof  mintage:  20 
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Famous  1876  $3  Rarity 

An  American  Numismatic  Classic 


645  1876  Proof-61  (PCGS).  The  1876  shares  a close  relationship 

with  the  1875,  more  so  than  with  any  other  issue  in  the  series. 
Both  arc  Proof-only  and  were  made  for  collectors.  In  the  in- 
stance of  the  1876,  the  Mint  Report  suggests  a production  of  45 
pieces,  to  which  can  be  added  some  not  recorded,  giving  an 
estimated  striking  of  65  to  75.  From  this  number,  just  45  to  60 
are  believed  to  exist  today.  After  the  1875,  the  1876  is  the  sec- 
ond rarest  Philadelphia  date  in  the  $3  series,  with  no  really  close 
competitors.  Year  in  and  year  out  the  appearance  of  an  example 
at  auction  has  attracted  attention. 

The  presently  offered  piece,  graded  Proof-61 , will  likely  be 
more  affordable  than  most,  attracting  a wide  audience  of  people 
who  have  been  waiting  for  such  a chance.  The  obverse  is  well 
struck  except  for  the  highest  hair  details.  The  surfaces  are  a 
rich  golden  orange.  The  Proof  surface  has  evidence  of  contact 
and  friction,  as  the  grade  indicates.  The  reverse  is  incredibly 
sharp,  delineating  even  the  most  subtle  details,  and  is  of  a simi- 
lar hue.  No  doubt  if  it  were  graded  separately  it  might  be  des- 
ignated a notch  or  two  higher. 

The  late  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.,  identified  three  different  varia- 
tions of  the  Proof  1876  $3,  all  from  the  same  reverse  die  but 
from  tw^o  different  obverses.  The  variety'  offered  here  seems 
to  be  his  number  3 (but  attribution  is  not  certain),  with  rust 
evidence  in  the  headdress.  If  so,  the  issue  is  very  rare,  as  Bass 
had  seen  only  one.  While  some  have  been  called  “restrikes” 
over  the  years,  there  is  no  evidence  of  such.  At  least  three 
striking  events  must  have  taken  place,  including  20  pieces  de- 
livered on  February  19,  1876,  a further  25  on  June  13  (thus 
yielding  the  Mint  record  of  45),  plus  some  others,  possibly 
later  in  the  same  year. 

Proof  mintage;  45 

Perhaps  this  exuberant  listing  from  Henry  Chapman  in  his  sale  of  the 
Phillips  estate,  June  1909,  is  worth  inserting  at  this  point: 

“Lot  475:  “1876  three  dollars.  Proof  that  has  been  in  circulation.  The 
fields  slightly  dulled.  A beautiful  specimen  of  this  great  rarity-the  second 
rarest  date  of  the  denomination,  and  of  which  hut  45  were  coined!  This 
coin  has  been  on  the  want  lists  of  many  prominent  collectors  for  several 
years  without  a specimen  forthcoming  to  fill  the  gap,  and  it  should  com- 
mand a liberal  figure,  as  it  will  certainly  be  one  of  the  high  valued  coins  of 
the  series.  Of  the  45  coined,  1 believe  it  is  safe  to  say  that  today  not  over  10 
are  known;  and  it  being  the  year  of  the  Centennial  of  the  Declaration  ot 
Independence,  people  who  were  not  collectors  would  use  them  as  souve- 
nirs and  gift  pieces,  but  even  so,  its  rarity  is  assured  by  the  small  number 
coined — one  of  the  smallest  issues  of  any  denomination.” 


Condition  Census  1877  $3 


Prooflike  Mint  State 


646  1877  MS-61  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen  at  the  lower  range 

ot  the  Mint  State  category.  The  obverse  is  very  well  struck, 
including  nearly  all  of  the  hair  details.  The  reverse  is  somewhat 
light  at  the  wreath  ribbon  knot  as  is  typical.  Both  obverse  and 
reverse  are  somewhat  prooflike,  the  reverse  more  so. 

With  a mintage  of  just  1,468  pieces,  the  1877  has  long 
ranked  as  one  of  the  most  important  of  the  S3  denomination, 
comparable  in  many  ways  to  the  rarity  of  the  1865  date.  It  is 
estimated  that  only  60  to  100  are  known  in  worn  grades,  plus 
only  seven  to  11  in  Mint  State.  It  is  certainly  relevant  to  note 
that  of  all  circulation  strikes  in  the  S3  series  from  1854  to 
1889,  excluding  the  1870-S,  the  1877  appeared  less  often  in 
early  auction  catalogues  than  did  any  others.  Accenting  the 
importance  of  the  present  offering  is  the  status  of  this  piece 
as  among  the  seven  highest  certification  events  by  PCGS,  not 
necessarily  representing  that  many  different  coins. 

PCGS  Population;  3;  4 finer  (MS-64  finest). 

Circulation  strike  mintage:  1,468 
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Superb  Gem  1878  $3 

Extraordinarily  Beautiful 


647  1878  MS-66  (NGC).  The  1878  S3  is  interesting  among  later 

issues  in  that  82,304  were  coined.  For  many  years,  indeed  since 
the  waning  days  of  December  1861,  such  pieces  had  not  been 
available  at  par  and  did  not  circulate  in  the  East  or  Midwest. 
Now,  by  congressional  mandate,  on  January  1,  1879,  all  gold 
coins  were  to  be  exchangeable  at  par  with  Legal  Tender  notes 
and  other  paper  money.  Anticipating  a rush,  the  Mint  produced 
additional  examples  of  certain  denominations.  Rumors  swept 
through  the  financial  community  in  December,  to  the  effect 
that  come  January  1,  the  bank  vaults  would  be  completely 
cleaned  out,  this  despite  millions  of  dollars  in  gold  being  set 
aside  for  the  purpose. 

In  actuality,  par  was  achieved  on  December  17,  1878,  nearly 
two  weeks  in  advance  of  the  legal  mandate.  There  was  no  rush 
for  gold  at  all,  as  customers  ofbanks  were  content  in  the  knowl- 
edge that  if  desired  they  could  exchange  paper  for  gold.  How- 
ever, by  that  time  paper  had  become  familiar  in  circulation,  and 
the  assurance  that  it  was  now  backed  fully  by  gold  was  enough. 
Paper  conrinued  to  dominate  in  commerce,  and  after  1878  coins 
of  any  gold  denomination  were  hardly  ever  seen  except  in  cer- 
tain areas  of  the  West. 

As  to  the  82,304  S3  pieces  minted  in  this  year,  presumably 
many  of  them  were  paid  out  to  banks,  where  at  least  some  re- 
mained in  vaults  for  years  after,  thereby  accounting  in  part  for 
the  8,000  to  10,000  Mint  State  pieces  known  today. 

Although  in  Mint  State  the  1878  is  plentiful,  most  are  in 
grades  significantly  below  the  gem  MS-66  offered  here.  The 
present  piece  is  a delight  to  the  eye,  having  a somewhat  above 
average  strike  on  both  sides  and  having  deep,  rich,  frosty  lus- 
tre. It  is  as  pretty  as  a picture! 

Circulation  strike  mintage:  82,304 


Truly  Memorable  1879  S3 

Superb  Gem  MS-66 
No  Finer  NGC  Grade 


648  1879  MS-66  (NGC).  With  a low  mintage  of 3, 000  coins,  the 

1879  has  always  attracted  a lot  of  attention.  Few  attributes  in 
numismatics  are  more  alluring  than  a small  number  posted  for 
the  quantity  produced.  However  in  the  present  instance,  with 
the  same  philosophy  being  true  through  the  next  decade,  higher 
numbers  of  pieces  were  saved,  relatively,  than  for  the  low-mint- 
age  coins  of  the  1860s  and  early  1870s. 

Today  we  estimate  that  400  to  500  Mint  State  coins  are 
known,  the  vast  majority  in  grades  less  than  that  offered  here. 
To  these  can  be  added  just  175  to  225  worn  coins.  Among  NGC 
certifications  this  coin  has  two  peers,  with  none  higher. 

In  his  catalogue  of  the  Hon.  W.A.P.  Thompson  and  Rev. 
W.  Foster  Ely  Collections,  May  1915,  under  Lot  422,  Henry 
Chapman  noted:  “Only  3,030  coins  [including  30  Proofs],  and 
about  2,000  were  melted  at  the  mint.”  There  is  no  way  ofveri- 
fv'ing  this  today,  but  Chapman  repeated  the  same  comment  in 
later  catalogues  and,  apparently,  it  was  not  challenged.  Accord- 
ingly, perhaps  the  net  figure  for  the  1879  is  not  3,000  but  is 
more  likely  800  to  1,000 — even  more  alluring! 

Among  extant  1879  S3  pieces  the  surfaces  range  from  highly 
prooflike  to  deeply  frosty.  The  present  coin  is  slightly  prooflike, 
but  is  predominantly  lustrous  and  frosty,  giving  it  a very  attrac- 
tive aspect.  The  striking  is  excellent  on  both  sides,  far  above 
average  and  with  nearly  all  details  needle  sharp.  The  present 
coin  will  equally  satisfy  a date  collector  as  well  as  a long-time 
S3  specialist. 

NGC  Census;  3;  none  finer. 

Circulation  strike  mintage:  3,000 


136 


The  Jewell  Collection  of  $3  Gold  Pieces 


Gem  Mint  State  1880  $3 


649  1880  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sometimes  the  mysteries  of  the  $3  se- 

ries are  beyond  solution,  and  this  is  the  case  with  the  1880. 
The  mintage  is  officially  posted  at  1,000  coins,  from  which 
might  be  subtracted  some  pieces  held  back  at  the  Mint  and 
melted.  Who  knows?  In  any  event  the  survival  rate  is  much 
less  than  that  for  the  1879,  assuming  that  the  true  distribution 
of  the  1879  is  in  the  range  of  800  to  1,000  pieces.  Today  we 
estimate  that  just  140  to  170  Uncirculated  coins  exist  of  the 
1880,  and  just  35  to  45  worn  pieces.  By  any  accounting  the 
coin  is  rarer  than  generally  thought.  Beyond  that,  among  known 
Mint  State  pieces  more  than  just  a few  have  problems. 

The  present  piece  is  exempt  from  such  comments.  There 
are  some  evidences  of  contact  here  and  there  and  a bit  of  graini- 
ness, as  struck,  at  the  lower  left  obverse  field,  but  the  overall 
appearance  is  quite  beautiful.  The  strike  is  significantly  above 
average  on  the  obverse  and  on  the  reverse  is  also  above  average. 
Only  the  most  attentive  observer  would  even  know  that  the 
tiny  vertical  lines  separating  the  ribbon  knot  are  lightly  struck, 
as  on  the  vast  majority  of  other  $3  gold  coins.  Eye  appeal,  rar- 
ity, and  desirability  meet  in  this  one  coin.  Certainly  it  will  at- 
tract a lot  of  attention  when  it  crosses  the  block. 

PCGS  Population:  11;  5 finer  (MS-66  finest). 

Circulation  strike  mintage:  1,000 


Famous  Low-Mintage  1881  $3 
Only  500  Struck 
Condition  Census  Quality 


650  1881  MS-63  (PCGS).  For  a long  time  the  1881  has  been 

among  our  favorites  in  the  S3  series — and  for  good  reason,  as 
only  500  circulation  strikes  are  listed  in  the  Mint  Report.  For  a 
long  time  this  date  has  been  a favorite  with  others,  including 
with  Frank  Stirling,  a Louisiana  collector  who  endeavored  to 
hoard  them  a couple  of  generations  ago.  He  acquired  a small 
group  of  pieces,  quite  a few  of  which  were  marked  up  or  im- 
paired, some  having  been  used  as  jewelry.  To  the  best  of  our 
knowledge  these  have  long  been  redistributed  in  the  numis- 
matic community. 

The  present  piece  is  beautiful  to  behold,  with  prootlike  sur- 
faces on  both  sides,  the  hue  being  a rich  orange-yellow.  The 
dies  clashed  once  in  their  career,  lightly,  with  the  result  that  an 
outline  of  Miss  Liberty  can  be  seen  within  the  w’reath  on  the 
reverse,  it  the  coin  is  examined  under  high  magnification. 

We  estimate  that  today  about  80  to  120  circulated  pieces 
are  known,  plus  20  to  30  in  Mint  State.  The  Mint  State  popu- 
lation is  a bit  more  generous  than  we  would  have  said  a few 
years  ago  and  is  due  to  some  pieces  graduating  upward  from 
the  AU  level  in  keeping  with  loosened  interpretations  in  re- 
cent times. 

Many  years  ago  Thomas  L.  Elder,  the  famous  New  York 
dealer,  took  a liking  to  S3  pieces,  with  the  1881  being  a favor- 
ite, and  sent  circular  letters  to  bank  tellers  and  others  to  find 
them.  His  efforts  were  attended  with  success,  and  dozens  came 
his  way,  probably  accounting  for  most  known  today.  Quite  a 
few  ot  these  were  parceled  out  here  and  there  in  his  auction 
catalogues,  a rich  field  for  research  today  (we  enjoyed  immensely 
looking  through  his  repertoire,  but  finding  the  catalogues  was 
exceedingly  difficult,  and  we  needed  to  draw  upon  multiple 
sources  including  the  ANA  Library  and  John  W.  Adams). 

The  present  1881  is  a dandy  specimen.  To  examine  it  is  to 
want  to  own  it.  Consider  it  carefully  as  it  will  be  a keeper. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  5 finer  {MS-66  finest). 

Circulation  strike  mintage:  500 
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Superb  Gem  1882  $3 
PCGS  Top  Grade 

Just  One  Peer 


Collection,  Part  1,  November  1983,  it  was  described  as:  “1882 
Gem  Brilliant  Uncirculated,  MS-67,  prooflike.  Interestingly, 
this  piece,  although  we  catalogue  it  as  Uncirculated  (for  rea- 
sons given  in  the  following  paragraph)  was  acquired  by  Virgil 
Brand  as  part  of  an  entire  1882  Proof  set!  . . . Brand  had  ac- 
quired it  from  his  agent,  Theophile  E.  Leon,  from  an  intact 
and  apparently  original  Proof  set  of  the  1882  year.” 

Today,  scholarship  has  it  that  Proofs  were  struck  from  an- 
other reverse  die,  without  the  repunching,  and  all  from  the 
repunched  die  were  intended  for  circulation.  Whether  some 
prooflike  coins,  as  here,  were  tucked  into  some  Proof  sets  tor 
convenience  can  only  be  guessed  at.  Here,  then,  and  again  in 
the  literature,  including  in  listings  by  New  Netherlands  Coin 
Company,  there  are  scattered  mentions  of  circulation  strike  or 
Mint  State  coins  being  part  of  original  Proof  sets.  Be  that  as  it 
may,  in  summary  all  known  circulation  strikes  are  from  the  die 
with  the  repunched  date  as  here.  All  verified  Proofs  lack  the 
repunching. 

The  present  piece,  of  lofty  status  in  the  scheme  of  PCGS 
certifications,  is  one  ofjust  two  grading  events  at  this  level,  with 
none  higher.  We  anticipate  that  when  it  crosses  the  auction 
block  there  will  be  a great  deal  of  excitement. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer. 

Circulation  strike  mintage:  1,500 
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651  1882  MS-67  (PCGS).  Although  the  mintage  of  the  1882  S3 

is  only  1,500  pieces.  Mint  State  coins  are  seen  with  some  fre- 
quency today,  from  an  estimated  population  of  110  to  140 
pieces.  However,  few  can  hold  a candle  to  the  present  piece, 
one  ofjust  two  certified  by  PCGS  with  none  higher. 

It  is  impossible  to  overstate  the  importance  of  this  or  any 
other  S3  piece  classified  as  MS-67,  the  rarest  of  the  rare.  Just  to 
think  of  it,  there  are  several  such  opportunities  in  the  Jewell 
Collection. 

Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  significantly  above  average  in 
strike,  mostly  prooflike,  and  exhibit  an  attractive  light  gold  color. 
The  eye  appeal  is  simply  outstanding,  a consideration  that  goes 
beyond  the  assigning  of  a numerical  grade.  All  told  this  is  one  of 
the  nicest  S3  pieces  of  any  date  in  the  1880s  we  have  seen. 

Unlike  Proofs,  all  circulation  strikes  have  traces  of 
repunching  above  the  final  date  digit.  It  is  interesting  to  see 
how  knowledge  of  this  characteristic  has  evolved  over  the  years. 
In  early  times  the  repunched  date  (as  some  called  it)  was  de- 
scribed as  being  unusual.  Sometimes,  as  in  the  case  with  the 
John  Beck  Collection,  Part  I,  Lot  319,  January  1875,  it  was 
given  another  status,  “so-called  overdate.” 

Not  that  any  more  confusion  is  needed,  but  when  the 
present  writer  (QDB)  catalogued  Lot  252  for  the  Virgil  Brand 
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Choice  Mint  State  1883  $3 

Among  Finest  Known 


652  1883  MS-64  (PCGS).  Checking  in  at  the  MS-64  level  the 

present  piece  is  exceeded  in  grade  hy  only  six  that  have  passed 
under  the  eyes  of  the  experts  at  PCGS.  In  any  event,  it  is  spe- 
cial by  any  measurement.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  highly 
prooflike,  but  with  enough  mint  frost  to  put  it  solidly  in  the 
category  of  a circulation  strike  (a  status  verified  by  die  charac- 
teristics as  well). 

Just  900  examples  of  the  1883  S3  were  reported  to  have 
been  dehvered,  all  at  once  on  December  15  of  that  year,  prob- 
ably providing  a small  supply  for  those  desiring  coins  as  holi- 
day gifts.  Even  though  the  total  production  was  small,  it  seems 
likely  that  some  were  held  back  at  the  Mint  and  melted.  Today 
we  estimate  that  only  75  to  100  pieces  are  known  in  Mint  State, 
plus  100  to  135,  an  unusually  high  number,  in  worn  grades. 
Perhaps  some  of  the  latter  were  indeed  given  out  as  holiday 
gifts  but  not  handled  properly. 

PCGS  Population:  15;  6 finer  (MS-66  finest). 

Circulation  strike  mintage:  900 

In  the  annals  of  American  numismatic  history  there  are  several  people 
who  are  especially  well  remembered  as  enjoying  the  $3  denomination.  An 
early  contender  was  John  A.  Beck,  a Pittsburgh  industrialist  who  loved  1856 
Flying  Eagle  cents  and  during  his  lifetime  managed  to  hoard  an  astounding 
531  specimens!  He  also  enjoyed  $3  coins,  particularly  those  in  Mint  State, 
and  felt  that  if  one  piece  was  worth  having,  two  were  better  yet,  and  a dozen 
would  be  a further  delight.  Years  later  in  the  1970s  when  his  estate  was 
auctioned  by  Abner  Kreisberg  and  Jerry  Cohen,  dozens  of  sparkling  $3  pieces 
came  into  the  market,  including  quite  a few  in  the  1 880s,  perhaps  constitut- 
ing a significant  percentage  of  those  known  today. 

William  H.  Woodin,  whose  collection  of  S3  pieces  was  auctioned  by 
Thomas  L.  Elder  in  1911  and  included  the  unique  1870-S,  specialized  in 
the  series  and  sought  pieces  avidly  up  to  that  time. 

Thomas  L.  Elder,  who  started  his  coin  business  in  Pittsburgh  at  the 
turn  of  the  2()th  century,  then  moved  to  New  York  City  in  1904  and  be- 
came prominent  there,  dearly  loved  S3  pieces  and,  as  noted  earlier  in  the 
present  catalogue,  sent  circular  letters  to  bank  tellers  and  others  to  try  to 
find  low-mintage  dates,  which  he  did  with  success.  Virgil  M.  Brand,  the 
Chicago  collector,  had  hundreds  of  $3  pieces,  including  many  duplicates, 
somewhat  imitatingjohn  A,  Beck  in  this  regard.  Today  coins  trom  his  es- 
tate stand  with  coins  from  Beck  as  constituting  a significant  number  ot  the 
scarcer  pieces  now  known. 

In  more  recent  times,  the  late  Richard  Salisbury,  a Newjersey  special- 
ist, sought  $3  pieces  and  once  had  the  cataloguer  contact  Harry  W.  Bass  to 
see  if  the  1870-S  $3  could  be  bought,  price  being  no  exception.  Bass  de- 
clined, and  kept  it.  Harry  is  remembered  as  the  student  of  S3  coins,  the  only 
numismatist  who  examined  them  in  great  detail  over  a long  period  ot  time, 
and  kept  painstaking  notes  concerning  the  minutest  characteristics.  We  are 
all  indebted  to  Harry  for  tntich  of  this  data  today. 


Gem  1884  $3  Gold 

High  Condition  Census 
Only  Two  Finer  Graded 


653  1884  MS-65  (PCGS).  Ranking  very  high  in  the  PCGS  Popu- 

lation Report  is  this  1884  S3,  with  only  five  civnts  at  this  level 
and  only  two  higher.  Considering  that  PCGS  has  graded  mil- 
lions of  coins  since  1986,  this  comment  carries  much  weight. 

The  offered  piece  is  prooflike  on  obverse  and  reverse,  a char- 
acteristic of  many  $3  coins  of  the  decade.  However,  enough 
mint  lustre  and  frost  remains  to  clearly  attribute  it  as  a circula- 
tion strike,  although  some  of  the  prooflike  field  is  of  the  popu- 
lar “orange  peel”  style  normally  associated  with  Proofs.  Both 
obverse  and  reverse  are  significantly  above  average  in  striking 
sharpness. 

The  mintage  of  the  1884  S3  is  posted  as  1,000  circulation 
strikes,  but  it  is  likely  that  some  of  these  were  held  back  at  the 
Mint  and  melted.  Whatever  the  reason,  the  number  of  Mint 
State  pieces  is  only  55  to  75  today,  somewhat  fewer  than  might 
be  expected  for  such  a low-mintage  coin  of  the  1880s.  Only 
about  25  to  35  worn  examples  are  known,  these  being  pieces 
held  as  souvenirs,  no  doubt.  Such  coins  were  not  seen  in  active 
circulation. 

The  distinction  between  Proofs  and  circulation  strikes  is  quite 
interesting  as  reflected  in  the  numismatic  literature  and  some 
poignant  comments  will  be  found  in  the  Bowers-Winter  book. 
The  United  States  S3  Gold  Pieces  1854- 1889,  under  the  listing  for 
this  date. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  2 finer  (MS-66  finest). 

Circulation  strike  mintage:  1,000 
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Choice  Mint  State  1885  S3 


654  1885  MS-64  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen,  highly  prooflike,  but 

with  an  ample  amount  of  lustre  to  verify  that  it  is  a circulation 
strike  and  not  a Proof.  Certain  areas  of  the  field  have  the  popular 
“orange  peel”  characteristic  normally  associated  with  Proofs. 
Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  somewhat  above  average  in  strik- 
ing quality. 

The  mintage  of  the  1885  S3  consisted  ofjust  910  circulation 
strikes  or,  in  some  hstings,  800.  From  that  number  we  estimate 
that  75  to  100  e.xist  today  in  Mint  State,  plus  90  to  100  in  worn 
levels.  In  1920  Thomas  L.  Elder  suggested  that  this  was,  “per- 
haps the  rarest  of  later  S3  gold.”  As  is  true  of  so  many  circulation 
strike  S3s  that  exist  with  prooflike  surfaces,  often  their  attribu- 
tions have  been  muddled  in  numismatic  literature. 

Circulation  strike  mintage:  910;  alternately,  800. 


Elusive  1886  Three-Dollar  Gold 

Gem  Prooflike 

Highest  and  Only  NGC  Graded 


655  1886  MS-65  PL  (NGC).  In  terms  of  NGC  certification  it 

doesn’t  get  any  better  than  this — only  one  has  been  graded  MS- 
65  PL  by  NGC  and  this  is  it!  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  highly 
prooflike  with  some  evidence  of  mint  lustre,  about  par  for  the 
course  for  a typical  low-mintage  S3  of  this  era.  The  striking  is 
superb,  significantly  above  average  and  among  the  finest  that 
exists  anywhere,  with  good  detail  on  the  hair  and  the  visually 
rare  vertical  separation  in  the  ribbon  knot  all  there. 

Mint  records  have  it  that  1,000  circulation  strikes  were 
minted,  but  there  must  be  more  to  the  story  than  that,  as  even 
allowing  for  grade  inflation  we  estimate  that  only  25  to  40  Mint 
State  pieces  exist  today.  Among  these  the  present  is  very  spe- 
cial in  terms  of  certified  quality.  Perhaps  130  to  160  worn  pieces 
exist.  In  any  numismatic  era  the  1886  has  been  viewed  as  a 
great  rarity.  Perhaps  there  is  no  better  way  to  state  this  than  to 
say  that  in  the  marketplace  it  W'ould  be  much  easier  to  find  a 
gem  Proof  thzn  a gem  Mint  State  coin  as  here. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 

Circulation  strike  mintage:  1,000 
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The  Bass  Collection  1887  Proof  $3 


Superb  Gem  1887  $3 


Reverse  Multiply  Struck 


656  1887  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Triple  struck.  Reverse  rotated  180°. 

This  superb  coin,  marvelous  to  contemplate,  is  from  the  Bass 
Collection,  May  2000,  Lot  287,  there  described  as: 

“Arguably  the  most  interesting  coin  in  the  present  cata- 
logue! Choice  cameo  Proof  with  greenish  gold  fields  and  frosty 
yellow  gold  devices.  A few  minor  abrasions  are  noted. 

“Completely  triple  struck  with  the  reverse  die  inverted  be- 
tween impressions.  The  obverse  doubling  is  offset  about  one 
millimeter  while  the  reverse  is  perfectly  inverted.  A third  strike 
is  also  visible.  Three  varieties  of  1887  Proof  $3  exist,  based  on 
die  alignment.  A few  Proofs  are  known  with  medalhc  align- 
ment, many  more  with  normal  coin  alignment,  and  two  or 
three  (including  the  coin  offered  here)  struck  once  with 
medallic  alignment  and  then  with  coin  alignment,  the  reverse 
die  (or  the  obverse  die  as  the  results  would  be  the  same)  being 
rotated  160°  between  strikings  (should  be  180°,  and  some- 
times noted  as  such  in  the  literature,  but  the  die  alignment  is 
the  same  as  the  preceding  lot  and  is  slightly  off  register  from 
180°).  The  first  catalogue  appearance  of  this  variety  of  which 
we  are  aware  was  in  Lester  Merkin’s  November  1965  sale.” 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  we  offer  this  piece  for  compe- 
tition now,  several  years  later.  Perhaps  it  will  disappear  for  a 
generation  to  come,  but  who  knows?  The  opportunity  is  what 
counts,  and  the  coin  is  available  for  your  consideration. 

Circulation  strike  mintage:  160 

From  Stack’s  sale  of  the  Ullmer  Collection,  May  1974,  Lot  431; 
Bowers  and  Mcrena's  sale  of  the  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Collection,  May 
2000,  Lot  287. 


56 

An  extraordinary 
close-up  view  of  the 
curious  and  rare  1887 
Proof  $3  (Lot  656)  first 
struck  with  the  dies 
oriented  parallel,  then 
struck  again  with  the 
dies  in  the  proper  po- 
sition (180°  apart). 


None  Finer  PCGS  Graded 


657  1887  MS-66  (PCGS).  A superb  specimen,  a circulation  strike, 

ranking  at  the  highest  level  graded  by  PCGS  with  several  peers, 
but  none  finer. 

A truly  splendid  coin,  this  piece  has  extraordinary  eye  ap- 
peal. The  obverse  and  reverse  are  somewhat  prooflike,  even 
with  “orange  peel”  characteristics,  but  the  frost  and  lustre  are 
pervasive,  and  at  quick  glance  it  appears  to  be  a circulation 
strike,  hardly  mistakable  for  a Proof  The  striking  is  above  av- 
erage, and  the  eye  appeal  is  far  above  average.  These  elements 
come  together  to  create  a truly  impressive  coin,  ideal  for  the 
specialist  or  type  collector. 

Although  the  mintage  of  the  1887  S3  was  registered  as  6,000 
^ coins,  it  is  likely  that  many,  perhaps  most,  were  melted.  Today 
yo-  examples  are  very  scarce.  We  estimate  thatjust  140  to  180  Mint 
^ State  coins  exist  plus  90  to  120  worn  pieces.  Of  the  Mint  State 
\ ^ examples  this  is  certainly  among  the  finest  ever  offered. 


1 


abo' 


& 


PCGS  Population:  9;  none  finer. 
Circulation  strike  mintage:  6,000 
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Superb  Gem  Proof  1888  S3 


658  1888  Proof-66  Cameo  (NGC).  Among  coins  in  the  S3  se- 

ries, the  1888  Proof  seems  to  have  had  the  highest  mintage,  an 
estimated  200  pieces,  although  no  precise  figure  is  available. 
In  context,  this  would  place  the  production  at  less  than  a quar- 
ter of  the  880  Proofs  made  for  the  1895  Morgan  dollar.  While 
in  the  context  of  S3  issues  this  Proof  is  seen  more  often  than 
any  other  date,  in  absolute  terms  the  adjective  rare  certainly 
applies. 

The  present  piece  is  a splendid  example,  superbly  struck, 
one  ot  the  finest  ever  seen  in  this  regard.  Both  obverse  and 
reverse  have  mirror  surfaces  with  the  “orange  peel”  character- 
istic. There  is  some  graininess  or  “aura”  visible  in  places  to  the 
sides  ot  the  portrait,  this  being  normal  for  the  issue  (and  most 
other  Proofs  ot  the  era  as  well).  This  will  be  a great  addition  to 
either  a type  set  or  a specialized  collection.  The  quality  is  all 
there,  and  as  such  it  will  be  a treasure  for  its  next  owner. 

Proof  mintage:  291 


Superb  Gem  1888  S3 

Lustrous  Circulation  Strike 
No  Finer  PCGS  Graded 


the  Pochard  Jewell  Collection,  a coin  that  checks  in  at  a superb 
level  among  certified  pieces  but,  beyond  that,  has  incredible 
eye  appeal  and  an  above  average  strike.  The  lustre  is  deep  and 
rich,  adding  further  to  the  eye  appeal. 

From  5,000  circulation  strikes  reported  to  have  been  made, 
we  estimate  that  350  to  450  Mint  State  coins  exist  today,  to 
which  can  be  added  200  to  300  worn  pieces.  Among  the  Mint 
State  examples  this  coin  has  none  finer  in  the  world  of  PCGS 
data,  and  only  one  other  emit  at  the  same  level.  Again,  the 
word  opportunity  comes  to  the  forefront.  In  a way,  this  coin  is 
priceless.  Or  almost. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer. 

Circulation  strike  mintage:  5,000 
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Superb  Gem  1889  $3 
Last  Year  of  the  Series 
None  Finer  PCGS  Graded 


660  1889  MS-67  (PCGS).  With  the  1889  S3  production  of  this 

denomination  came  to  an  end.  Only  2,300  circulation  strikes 
were  made,  and  of  this  number  many  were  held  back  at  the 
Mint  and  melted  in  1893-1894,  a curious  situation  for  then 
they  would  have  sold  for  a modest  premium  on  the  numis- 
matic market. 

Today  we  estimate  that  140  to  170  Mint  State  pieces  exist, 
of  which  no  finer  has  been  viewed  by  PCGS  than  the  present 
specimen  with  only  one  other  event  at  this  extraordinarily  level. 
To  these  can  be  added  100  to  130  worn  pieces. 

This  coin  has  it  all,  quite  similar  to  the  superb  gem  1888  in 
the  preceding  lot.  The  striking  is  exceptional,  the  lustre  is  beau- 


tiful, and  everything  else  is  strictly  first  class.  It  would  be  hard 
to  improve  upon  this,  even  in  theory. 

The  Pdchard  C.  Jewell  Collection  began  with  an  extraordi- 
nary 1854,  the  first  year  of  issue,  in  MS-67  grade,  a condition 
level  of  which  numismatic  dreams  are  made,  but  for  which  real- 
ity is  seldom  encountered.  Along  the  way  several  other  years 
were  offered  in  similar  level,  indeed  extraordinary,  as  well  as  no- 
table gems  classified  as  MS-66  and  MS-65.  Now  with  the  last 
coin  in  the  series,  1889,  this  presentation  ends  in  a blaze  of glory. 
What  a fitting  conclusion. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer. 

Circulation  strike  mintage;  2,300 
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THKEE-DOLLAR  GOLD 

While  not  as  expansive  as  the  impressive  group  of  S3  gold  pieces  from 
the  Kichard  C.  Jewell  Collection  that  just  sold,  the  following  small  but 
elegant  grouping  of  this  famous  denomination  will  no  doubt  be  just  as 
eagerly  attended  when  the  bidding  begins.  Among  this  group  can  be  found 
tuv  examples  of  the  famed  1854-D  rarity',  one  AU-58,  the  other  AU-50, 
along  with  impressive  AU  examples  of  1854-0  and  1855-S.  A mint  State 
1856-S  IS  present — not  an  easy  date  to  find  so  fine — and  gem  Proofs  of 
1883,  1885,  and  1889  are  but  a few  of  the  other  highlights  you’ll  find  here 
in  this  second  offering  of  S3  gold  pieces. 


Lovely  1854  $3  Gold 

Choice  Mint  State 


661  1854  MS-64  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen  of  the  1854,  the  first 

year  in  the  S3  series,  and  the  only  year  with  the  word  DOLLARS 
in  smaller  letters  on  the  reverse.  The  present  piece  is  a very  pleas- 
ing MS-64,  no  controversy  here.  The  surfaces  are  lustrous  and 
creamy,  bright  yellow,  and  the  features  are  exceptionally  well  struck 
(including  the  division  of  the  ribbon  knot  on  the  reverse).  This 
piece  certainly  deserves  a premium  within  the  MS-64  grade,  as 
few  are  this  choice. 


662  1854  EF-40.  Bright  yellow  gold  surfaces. 


Another  Famous  1854-D  $3 

Dahlonega  Mint  Rarity 


High-Level  1854-D  $3  Gold 
A Key  to  the  Series 


663  1854-D  AU-58  (PCGS).  What  a pleasure  it  is  to  offer  this  lovely 

1854-D,  the  only  Dahlonega  Mint  coin  of  the  S3  denomination, 
and  a variety  typically  seen  in  significantly  lower  grades.  Details 
are  given  under  the  listing  for  the  Jewell  Collection  example  sepa- 
rately in  the  present  catalogue. 

The  example  offered  here  retains  evidence  of  original  mint  lus- 
tre on  the  obverse  and  reverse,  perhaps  accounting  for  5%  to  10% 
of  the  surface.  The  color  is  bright  and  attractive.  The  striking  is 
about  typical  for  1854-D,  with  lightness  at  the  dentils  as  expected. 
The  centers  are  bolder,  particularly  on  the  reverse.  Specialists  will 
want  to  consider  this  coin  very  carefully,  for  it  ranks  fairly  high  in 
the  PCGS  listings  and,  beyond  that,  has  a great  deal  of  eye  appeal. 

Although  it  was  anticipated  that  $3  pieces  would  be  struck  at  Dahlonega  for 
subsequent  years,  the  1854-D  was  the  only  issue  that  ever  materialized.  Just  1,120 
were  struck. 


(2x  photo) 


664  1854-D  AU-50  (PCGS).  A light  yellow  gold  specimen  of  this  fa- 

mous issue.  As  is  ts'pical  of  genuine  pieces,  this  coin  is  lightly  struck 
at  the  dentils,  but  is  very  bold  at  the  date  and  mintmark.  Surface 
nrarks  are  seen  here  and  there,  and  there  is  a scratch  downward 
through  the  portrait. 

For  a detailed  appreciation,  history,  and  guide  to  all  coins  ot 
this  denomination,  be  sure  to  order  a copy  of  the  new  book.  The 
United  States  SJ  Gold  Pieces  1854-1889,  by  Dave  Bowers  and  Doug 
Winter,  now  in  press  but  subject  to  a pre-publication  offer  by 
American  Numismatic  Rarities.  We  are  sure  you  will  be  delighted. 


AMERICAN  numismatic:  RARI'I'IES 
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Elusive  1854-0  $3 


665  1854-0  AU-53  (NGC).  Light  yellow  gold  surfaces.  Some  marks 

here  and  there,  including  at  the  center  of  the  reverse.  A few  hints 
of  original  lustre  are  still  seen.  The  reverse  is  from  a late  state  of 
the  dies  and  shows  a long  crack  at  the  lower  right. 

Elusive  1855-S  $3 


666  1855-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Bright  honey  gold  with  plenty  of  lustre 

and  eye  appeal.  The  first  year  of  the  denomination  from  San  Fran- 
cisco, struck  to  the  tune  of  6,600  pieces.  Of  the  survivors  from 
that  mintage — probably  not  more  than  100-150  all  told  in  all 
grades — very  few  equal  or  surpass  the  present  specimen  for  overall 
quality.  Indeed,  1855-S  is  probably  as  rare  as  the  much  more  her- 
alded 1854-D  $3  rarity,  though,  of  course,  its  fame  is  not  so  high 
as  that  of  the  Dahlonega  issue.  For  the  record,  fewer  than  10  1855- 
S threes  have  been  certified  finer  than  the  present  coin  by  PCGS. 
Here  is  an  opportunity  that,  quite  frankly,  should  not  be  missed! 

PCGS  Population:  6;  7 finer  (MS-62  finest). 


Lustrous  Mint  State  1856  $3 


667  1856  MS-62  (PCGS).  A frosty  and  lustrous  example  of  the  date, 
here  with  a nuance  of  faint  rose  and  sky  blue  on  both  sides.  Nicely 
struck  for  the  date  with  delightful  design  elements  on  both  sides. 
We  note  that  PCGS  has  not  certified  an  example  of  this  date  above 
MS-64,  making  an  attractive  MS-62  coin  very  desirable.  We  pre- 
dict that  the  present  coin  should  see  spirited  bidding,  especially 
given  the  overall  quality  of  the  coin  within  the  grade. 

668  1856-SEF-40.  Exhibiting  wear  from  circulation,  this  piece  prob- 
ably saw  duty  in  commerce  on  the  West  Coast.  Today  it  is  a nice 
example  of  one  of  several  issues  from  the  San  Francisco  Mint  that 
are  somewhat  scarce  yet  quite  affordable. 

669  Pair  of  three  dollar  gold  pieces:  ☆ 1860-S  Net  VG-10;  sharp- 
ness of  VF-20,  ex  jewelry  ☆ 1878  AU-50.  Lightly  brushed  at  one 
time.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

Deeply  Lustrous  1878  $3 


670  1878  MS-62  (PCGS).  This  lovely  1878  $3  has  especially  deep 

and  frosty  lustre.  The  overall  surfaces  are  yellow-orange  and  are 
very  attractive.  No  doubt  this  coin  will  be  a suitable  addition  for  a 
high-grade  type  set. 


671  1878  AU-58  (NGC).  The  1878  S3  is  one  of  the  more  affordable 

dates  with  a relatively  high  mintage  for  the  series  and,  consequently, 
a relatively  high  number  known  today.  The  present  piece  is  bril- 
liant with  most  of  its  original  lustre.  At  this  level  it  will  do  nicely 
in  a type  set,  probably  its  intended  destination. 


672  1878  Net  EF-45,  sharpness  of  AU-55.  Brilliant.  Lightly  cleaned 

long  ago,  with  the  perhaps  beneficial  result  that  it  could  be  bud- 
get-priced  today — there  seem  to  be  advantages  to  everything. 
Overall  the  piece  has  an  attractive  aspect. 


amei<ic:an  numismatic  rarities 
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Gem  Proof  1883  $3 

None  Graded  Finer  by  PCGS 


673  1883  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Deep  gold  with  deeper  orange  high- 

lights. Richly  trosted  motifs  and  deep  mirror  fields  form  a pleasing 
and  sharp  cameo  contrast.  One  of  a modest  number  of  survivors 
from  the  Proof  mintage  for  the  date  of  89  pieces.  Indeed,  the  present 
gem  is  tied  for  finest  certified  of  the  date  by  PCGS  within  any 
Proof  designation.  This  is  what  opportunity  is  all  about! 

PCGS  Population:  12;  none  finer. 

From  Superior’s  sale  of  February  1999,  Lot  3166. 


Gem  Proof  1885  $3 

High  Condition  Census 


674  1885  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A splendid  specimen,  the  piece  scores 

high  in  every  area — sharpness  of  strike,  depth  and  beauty  of  the 
Proof  field,  and  eye  appeal,  not  to  overlook  the  implicit  rarity.  A 
“trophy”  coin  deluxe,  this  piece  might  be  enjoyable  to  have  and 
hold  for  a short  or  long  time,  or,  better  yet,  to  include  in  a very 
high-grade  date  set  of  S3  pieces  or  a type  set  of  19th-century  gold, 
equality  such  as  this  is  seldom  seen. 

PtiGS  Population:  3;  1 finer  (Proof-67). 


Gem  Proof  1889  S3 

Rarer  than  Realized 


675  1889  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A beautiful  Proof  specimen,  this  1889  J 

combines  high  numerical  grade  from  PCGS  with  a very  attractive  ii 
appearance — with  lightly  frosted  features  set  against  deep  mirror  | 
fields.  Among  S3  pieces  of  this  era,  the  Proof  1889  is  quite  scarce,  j; 
seemingly  more  so  than  the  low  mintage  of  129  would  indicate.  ;J 
The  present  piece  represents  a significant  opportunity  for  the  con-  j 
noisseur.  ! 

PCGS  Population:  5;  3 finer  (Proof-66  finest). 


HALF  EAGLES  i 

— - ~ 5 

Where  better  to  start  a stellar  line-up  of  half  eagles  than  at  the  begin-  j 
ning?  A choice  AU  1795  Small  Eagle,  the  first  gold  issue  of  the  U.S.  Mint,  | 
leads  off  the  parade  of  stars,  with  other  early  half  eagles  that  include  a choice  | 
AU  1806  called  “Rarity-7”  for  the  variety,  and  a Mint  State  1818  [ 
STATESOF  variety.  How  about  a Mint  State-61  1823,  a choice  Mint  State-  j 
64  1830,  or  an  AU-58  1834  Capped  Head,  Crosslet  4?  ! 

Some  nice  Classic  Head  pieces  are  also  offered,  as  is  a wealth  of  Liberty  i 
Head  material.  Nice  Charlotte,  Dahlonega,  New  Orleans,  San  Francisco,  [i 
and  Carson  City'  issues  are  included.  Among  the  Charlotte  highlights  are  j 
an  1841 -C  in  MS-61  and  an  1861 -C  in  choice  EF.  Dahlonega  is  repre-  j 
sented  by  an  1847-D  in  MS-62  along  with  Uncirculated  examples  of  1849- 
D and  1860-D.  From  New  Orleans  comes  an  unsung  rarity,  an  EF  ex- 
ample ot  the  1842-0.  A lustrous  AU-58  1860-S  and  a similar  1874-S,  f 
here  at  AU-55,  are  but  two  of  the  San  Francisco  Mint  highlights  you  will  ; 
find  appealing,  while  Nevada’s  capital  city  is  well  represented  by  1876-  j 
CC,  1877-CC,  1878-CC,  and  1883-CC,  all  in  attractive  AU  grades,  as  j 
well  as  by  Mint  State  1891-CC  and  1892-CC  half  eagles.  Gem  Proofs  of 
1901  and  1907  round  out  the  Liberty  half  eagle  offering. 

Four  1909-0  Indian  half  eagles  are  offered,  two  in  Mint  State,  and  two  ' 
in  lightly  circulated  grades — this  offering  of  four  examples  of  this  key  date 
treasure  will  no  doubt  be  remembered  for  some  time  to  come.  Numerous 
choice  and  gem  Indian  halt  eagles  complete  this  impressive  offering.  It  you 
enjoy  the  pursuit  of  half  eagles,  we  suspect  there  is  something  worth  pur- 
suing in  the  present  offering! 


i 
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677  1799  B 3-F.  Rarity-6.  AU  Details  (NCS).  A fairly  attractive 

example  of  this  scarce  issue,  the  present  piece,  like  many  others, 
was  probably  once  used  for  jewelry  and  today  shows  evidence  of 
repair  (as  noted  on  the  NCS  holder).  The  repair  is  so  good  that  it 
takes  some  looking  to  locate;  when  examining  the  coin  see  if  you 
can  find  it.  Other  than  that  the  piece  is  fairly  well  struck,  possesses 
much  lustre,  and  is  pleasing  in  appearance. 


Lustrous  1806  Half  Eagle 
Stars  8 Left,  5 Right 
Rare  Die  Combination 


676  1795  B 1-C.  Rarity-6.  AU-55  (NGC).  A lovely  AU  specimen, 

light  yellow  gold,  of  the  first  design  and  year  of  the  half  eagle.  The 
obverse  depicts  Miss  Liberty  in  a conical  cap,  facing  right.  The 
hair  details  are  exquisite,  incredibly  so,  with  each  strand  perfectly 
delineated.  On  the  reverse  is  seen  the  “Small  Eagle,”  a bird  perched 
on  a palm  branch  holding  aloft  a wreath,  with  the  inscription 
UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  surrounding.  The  fields  are 
somewhat  prooflike. 

Half  eagles  ot  this  particular  year  have  formed  the  focus  of  study  for  quite  a 
few  scholars  over  the  years,  with  J.  Colvin  Randall  being  the  first  and,  perhaps, 
John  Dannreuther  being  the  newest  (with  a work  in  progress),  although  John  has 
been  at  the  numismatic  game  for  a long  time.  Many  different  obverse  and  reverse 
die  combinations  were  produced,  including  dies  that  were  kept  on  hand  and  used 
as  late  as  1798. 

Not  often  noticed  is  the  artistry  of  this  particular  design,  indeed  of  other  coins 
of  this  early  era.  It  is  popular  to  attribute  the  work  to  Robert  Scot,  chief  engraver  at 
the  time,  although  he  did  have  assistants.  In  particular  reference  to  the  present 
piece  as  well  as  the  related  $10  with  “Small  Eagle”  reverse,  the  eagle’s  wing  e.x- 
tends  among  the  letters  to  the  left  and  the  right,  and  on  this  die  the  palm  branch 
below  intercepts  the  first  two  letters  of  UNITED,  perhaps  rather  “daring”  in  terms 
ofMint  die  cutting,  as  usually  the  eagle’s  wings  are  kept  clear  of  all  other  elements. 
Silver  coins  of  1794  and  1795  with  a “Small  Eagle”  reverse,  although  completely 
differently  styled,  likewise  seem  to  be  elegant  upon  close  inspection,  with  relation 
to  the  positioning  of  the  wing  above  and  below  the  branch  to  the  side. 

More  than  a generation  ago  Dr.  Cornelius  Vermeule  produced  Nuniismatk 
A rt  in  A merica,  published  by  Harvard,  a reference  of  enduring  value,  deserving  of  a 
place  in  every  numismatic  library.  It  would  seem  that  today  in  2005  an  updating 
would  play  to  an  appreciative  audience,  what  with  all  of  the  designs  produced  in 
the  intervening  several  decades  plus  new  discoveries  and  conunentary.  Just  an  idea. 


678  1806  B 1-X.  Rarity-7.  AU-58  (NGC).  A lustrous  example  of 

this  variety,  stars  arranged  eight  left  and  five  right,  a dramatic  dif- 
ference from  the  other  major  style  (stars  arranged  7X6),  but  for 
some  obscure  reason  designated  by  the  top  of  the  6 digit.  Perhaps 
a reordering  of  nomenclature  would  be  desirable. 

The  presently  offered  piece  is  attractive  light  yellow  gold  and 
possesses  the  majority  of  its  original  lustre.  There  is  some  lightness 
of  striking  at  the  center  of  the  obverse  and  the  corresponding  por- 
tion of  the  reverse,  and  some  not  unusual  adjustment  marks  on 
the  reverse. 

In  addition  to  all  other  attributes,  this  is  a very  rare  die  combi- 
nation within  this  date. 

Oil  the  obverse  a die  crack  is  seen  \ery  lightly  through  the  date,  hardly 
discernible,  gaining  prominence  as  it  proceeds  to  the  lett.  becoming  dramatic 
through  all  of  the  stars. 


Splendid  1795  Small  Eagle  $5 

Breen  1-C,  Lovely  AU 


Scarce  1799  S5 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  RARITIES 


14S 


The  JEWHLL  COLLEC:  riON 


Splendid  and  Rare  1818  $5 
STATESOF  Variety 


679  1818  B 2-B.  Rarity-4.  MS-62  (PCGS).  A splendid  specimen  of  680 

this  elusive  date,  not  an  extreme  rarity,  but  not  often  seen  either. 

Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  richly  lustrous,  satiny,  in  light  yellow 
gold.  The  striking  is  fairly  good,  with  just  a few  hints  of  lightness. 

The  eye  appeal  is  of  a high  level,  yielding  a piece  the  connoisseur 
will  appreciate. 

On  the  obverse  a bisecting  crack  is  seen  from  the  last  digit  of 
the  date,  continuing  through  the  portrait  of  Miss  Liberty,  exiting 
to  the  rim  at  the  sixth  star.  The  reverse,  from  a perfect  (uncracked) 
die,  is  of  the  variety  commonly  known  as  STATESOF,  as,  some- 
what fancifully,  the  inscription  could  be  viewed  as  a single  word 
rather  than  two.  However,  to  our  eye  there  seems  to  be  sufficient 
space  between  the  final  S (STATES)  and  the  O (OF).  In  any  case 
the  arrangement  is  not  particularly  regular,  and  a graphic  artist 
would  probably  take  issue  with  the  extra  wide  space  to  the  left  and 
right  of  the  A (STATES). 

This  piece  is  a member  of  the  Capped  Head  to  left  style,  stars 
surrounding,  large  diameter,  minted  from  1813-1827 — a rather 
elusive  design.  Accordingly,  perhaps  a type  set  enthusiast  will  be 
the  buyer. 


Rare  1823  $5  Gold 


Attractive  Mint  State 


1823  B 1-A.  Rarity-4.  MS-61  (PCGS).  A lovely  Mint  State 
example  of  the  1823  $5  rarity,  light  yellow  gold,  sharply  struck, 
and  pleasing  in  every  respect.  The  1823  is  not  in  the  league  of 
incredible  or  impossible  rarities,  as  are  several  other  dates  within 
the  design  type,  but  certainly  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  find  in 
Mint  State,  and  is  still  a classic  in  its  own  right  as  such.  The  mint- 
age figure  for  1823  is  given  as  14,485,  possibly  correct,  but  who 
knows?  Its  overall  rarity  seems  to  suggest  a smaller  mintage.  Re- 
gardless, the  present  coin  will  certainly  claim  trophy  status  in  the 
next  cabinet  it  adorns. 
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Choice  1830  $5  Rarity 
Exceptional  Eye  Appeal 


(2x  photo) 


1830  B-1.  Rarity-6.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Offered  is  an  ex- 
ample for  the  connoisseur,  a rare  beauty,  the  significance  of 
which  is  not  widely  appreciated.  Emphasis  is  not  on  the 
number  known,  but  on  its  visual  appeal,  here  is  a piece  that 
is  superbly  struck  with  excellent  lustre,  and  a minimum  of 
contact  marks.  This  is  one  of  several  years  of  the  Capped 
Head  to  left,  stars  surrounding,  reduced  diameter  style, 
minted  from  1829  to  1834.  For  some  reason  we  have  not 
been  able  to  discover,  the  vast  majority  of  coins  of  this  type 
(but  not  of  the  earlier  type  in  the  1820s)  are  seen  with  heavy 
bagmarks  and  scuffing.  Eye  appeal  is  seldom  seen,  even  on 
pieces  assigned  high  grades.  The  present  coin  has  absolute 
rarity  combined  with  eye  appeal  for  this  ty'pe,  an  especially 
dynamic  combination.  We  expect  a great  deal  of  interest  to 
come  into  play  when  it  crosses  the  auction  block.  Certainly 
this  is  one  of  the  most  important  pieces  in  the  present  re- 
markable sale. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  2 finer  (MS-66  finest). 


Classic  1834  $5  Rarity 

Old  Tenor  Style 


682  1834  B 1-3.  Rarity-6.  AU-58  (PCGS).  A splendid  specimen  of 

the  1829-1834  style  with  Capped  Head  left,  stars  surrounding, 
small  diameter.  This  is  the  variety  with  crosslet  4,  one  of  two  ma- 
jor styles.  Obverse  and  reverse  are  light  yellow  gold,  retaining  much 
lustre,  and  with  exceptionally  pleasing  surfaces  within  the  context 
of  the  AU-58  grade,  without  the  distracting  deep  marks,  scuffs, 
and  other  things  typically  seen  on  half  eagles  of  this  date.  As  such 


it  will  appeal  to  both  the  half  eagle  specialist  and  the  type  collector. 
For  the  latter  this  particular  gold  coin  design  is  one  of  the  great 
challenges. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  5 finer  (MS-63  finest). 

In  1821  the  ratio  of  gold  value  to  silver  had  changed  to  the  effect  that  all 
United  States  gold  coins,  then  consisting  of  the  $2.50  and  $5  denominations, 
cost  more  than  face  value  to  produce.  All  older  coins  disappeared  from  circula- 
tion and  newly  minted  ones  were  used  in  the  export  trade.  There  it  made  no 
difference,  as  a $5  half  eagle  was  not  valued  at  $5  American  money,  but  by  its 
gold  weight  and  fineness.  When  gold  coins  were  exported  it  was  common  prac- 
tice at  the  destination  to  melt  them  and  coin  them  into  pieces  of  the  new  coun- 
try. Accordingly,  when  American  half  eagles  were  sent  to  England,  they  were 
usually  melted  and  converted  to  British  sovereigns.  The  reason  for  this  is  that 
those  keeping  accounts  of  the  treasury  could  do  easily  enough  with  coins  of 
their  own  country,  but  it  was  distracting  to  have  assorted  quantities  from  many 
other  countries,  often  of  different  fineness,  weight,  and  other  characteristics. 
Similarly,  when  British  sovereigns  were  exported  to  the  United  States  (as  they 
often  were,  particularly  after  1834),  they  were  quickly  melted  and  converted  to 
U.S.  coins. 

On  June  28,  1834,  the  Coinage  Act  provided  for  new  standards  for  gold 
coins,  adjusting  the  fineness  and  weight.  This  was  to  be  effective  on  August  1, 
1834.  After  that  time  the  lighter  weight  pieces  were  produced,  and  as  they  could 
be  made  effectively  and  were  not  profitable  to  melt  down,  they  circulated  widely. 
The  main  factor  in  passing  the  Coinage  Act  of  1834  was  Senator  Thomas  Hart 
Benton  of  Missouri.  Accordingly,  the  coins  were  sometimes  called  “Benton's 
mint  drops,”  a pun  on  a type  of  candy.  Others  called  them  “yellow  boys”  and 
“yellowjackets.”  There  was  a great  deal  ofhoopla  about  these  in  the  press,  mainly 
with  the  enemies  of  President  Andrewjackson  (with  whom  Benton  sided),  pro- 
claiming that  the  new  gold  coins  were  a disaster,  were  produced  only  to  help 
influence  political  elections  by  deluding  the  public  that  gold  coins  were  once 
again  available,  and  so  on.  None  of  this  was  true,  but  it  made  interesting  reading 
at  the  time. 

There  was  quite  a bit  of  discussion  as  to  how  the  coins  minted  after  August 
31,  1834  should  be  differentiated  from  the  earlier  ones,  particularly  those  with 
the  same  date.  One  proposal  was  that  the  inscription  AUGUST  1 be  added. 
Other  ideas  came  to  the  fore.  Finally,  it  was  decided  to  change  the  portrait  to 
remove  the  cap,  causing  some  wags  to  say  that  Miss  Liberty  had  been  “decapi- 
tated.” On  the  reverse  the  motto  E PLURIBUS  UNUM  was  deleted. 
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683  1834  AU-55  PL.  Light  yellow  gold  surfaces,  the  color  of  most  of 

the  half  eagles  of  this  design  type.  Well  struck  except  at  the  highest 
central  section  on  the  obverse.  Some  prooflike  characteristic  is  vis- 
ible when  the  coin  is  held  at  an  angle  to  the  light.  Important  as  the 
first  year  of  the  Classic  Head  design. 


687  1837  EF-40.  Light  yellow-orange  gold.  Next-to-last  year  of  the 

design  type. 


688  1838  EF-40  (NGC).  Light  yellow  gold  with  some  magenta  ton- 

ing. Traces  oflustre  are  hidden  here  and  there. 


684  Pair  of  early  half  eagles:  ☆ 1835.  Net  EF-45;  sharpness  of  AU- 

50,  lightly  cleaned  at  one  time  ☆ 1838.  AU-5(),  light  scratches. 
(Total:  2 pieces) 


Lustrous  1836  Half  Eagle 
B-6509,  Notable  Eye  Appeal 


Elusive  1839-D  Half  Eagle 


689  1839-D  AU-50  (SEGS).  Light  yellow,  as  Dahlonega  coins  often 

are.  Some  lustre  remains.  First  year  of  the  Liberty  Head  type  in  the 
half  eagle  series,  and  the  only  year  with  the  mintmark  on  obverse. 
Scarce  in  all  grades,  and  everlastingly  popular. 


Attractive  1841-C  Half  Eagle 
NGC  Condition  Census 


photo) 


685  1836  MS-63  (PCGS)  Lustrous  and  attractive,  this  example  has 

especially  fine  eye  appeal,  an  important  consideration.  The  ob- 
verse and  reverse  are  brilliant  and  deeply  lustrous,  with  a splash  or 
two  of  toning  toward  the  rims.  The  striking  of  the  obverse  details 
is  simply  superb,  virtually  definitive  for  the  issue,  and  adds  an- 
other element  of  desirability.  The  reverse  is  likewise  well  struck, 
again  definitive.  Above  the  eagle’s  head  in  the  field  are  seen  some 
marks,  no  doubt  taken  into  consideration  by  PCGS. 

In  today’s  era  of  changing  grading  interpretations  and  Hberal- 
ity,  it  is  certainly  refreshing  to  see  a half  eagle  of  the  Classic  Head 
design  graded  as  MS-63  and  fully  living  up  to  what  one  expects 
from  old  time  standards! 


(2x 


690  1841-CMS-61  (NGC).  An  attractive  example,  bright  yellow  gold 

and  somewhat  prooflike,  of  this  popular  Charlotte  issue.  Among 
NGC  coins  this  is  high  in  the  Condition  Census,  sharing  honors 
with  three  others  at  this  level  plus  just  one  higher.  The  popularity 
of  Charlotte  Mint  gold  coins  is  everlasting,  and  at  any  given  time 
quite  a few  collectors  endeavor  to  assemble  sets.  The  appeal  is  made 
all  the  stronger  by  the  fact  that  there  are  no  “impossible”  rarities, 
although  any  ol  them  can  be  called  scarce.  The  coin  offered  here  is 
significantly  finer  than  typically  seen  and,  as  such,  is  worthy  ot 
special  notice. 

NGC  Census:  4;  1 finer  (MS-64). 

From  the  Ashland  City  Collection. 


686  1836  AU-50.  Bright  yellow  gold.  Significant  lustre  still  remains 

among  the  letters  and  the  more  intricate  details  of  the  design.  Some- 
what above  average  in  strike  and  with  an  overall  attractive  appear- 
ance. 
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Above  Average  1842-0  $5 


691  1842-0  EF-40  (PCGS).  A nice  example  in  bright  yellow  gold, 
somewhat  above  average  in  strike  and  with  a handsome  overall 
appearance.  Significant  lustre  still  remains.  In  the  realm  of  PCGS 
listings  this  piece  is  among  the  top  several  dozen  finest,  which  may 
or  may  not  have  a great  impact  on  the  market  price,  as  there  may 
be  not  many  more  than  that  who  specialize  in  half  eagles  by  date 
and  mint.  As  is  the  case  with  so  many  gold  coins  of  the  1840s  and 
1850s,  varieties  that  are  surprisingly  scarce  on  an  absolute  basis 
can  be  fairly  inexpensive  in  the  marketplace.  Regarding  the  1842- 
O in  the  Guide  Book  there  is  a huge  jump  between  $3,400  for  an 
EF-40,  as  here,  and  $11,000  for  an  AU-50-which,  to  us,  seems  to 
indicate  that  EF-40  might  be  an  especially  good  value  from  a col- 
lecting viewpoint. 

692  Octette  of  Liberty  half  eagles:  ☆ 1845  EF-40  ☆ 1847  Recut  7. 
VF-35  ☆ 1882-S  EF-45  ☆ 1886-S  VF-35  ☆ 1891  EF-45  ☆ 1892 
EF-45  ☆ 1892-CC  EF-45  ☆ 1900-S  VF-35.  All  are  with  medium 
gold  surfaces  a few  with  rose  toning  at  the  devices.  (Total;  8 pieces) 

693  Group  of  NGC-certified  half  eagles:  ☆ 1846  Large  Date.  AU- 
50.  Lustrous  yellow  gold  surfaces  ☆ 1873  Open  3.  AU-53.  Yellow 
gold  surfaces  with  traces  of  delicate  rose  at  the  devices  ☆ 1879-S 
AU-58.  Lustrous  ☆ 1892-S  AU-58.  Satiny  yellow  gold  lustre  ☆ 

I 1896-S  AU-53.  Yellow  gold  satiny  lustre  ☆ 1897-S  AU-58.  Lus- 

trous. (Total:  6 pieces) 


Scarce  1846-D  $5  Gold 


694  1846-D  AU-53  (SEGS).  Medium  yellow  gold.  Above  average  in 

striking  detail,  not  needle  sharp  but  shaper  than  normally  seen  for 
a Dahlonega  piece.  Some  brush  marks  on  obverse  and  reverse.  A 
piece  that  should  be  examined  prior  to  bidding. 


Interesting  1846-D/D  Half  Eagle 
Lustrous  and  Attractive 


(2x  photo) 


695  1846-D/D  AU-58  (NGC).  A lustrous,  attractive,  and  very  inter- 

esting variety  of  the  Double  D half  eagle,  the  first  niintmark  hav- 
ing been  cut  far  too  high  in  the  die  and  well  into  the  branch  below 
the  eagle.  The  second  mintmark,  most  obvious,  was  placed  lower, 
slightly  overlapping  the  first.  Among  Dahlonega  coins  of  this  era, 
the  D/D  is  widely  sought.  Relatively  few  equal  the  present  in  terms 
of  condition. 

NGC  Census:  13;  8 finer  (MS-66  finest). 


Mint  State  1847  Half  Eagle 
Double  Punched  7 


696— 1847/7  MS-61  (NGC).  A lustrous  example  of  this  interesting  va- 
riety. Under  magnification  what  seems  to  be  a significantly  smaller 
7 (perhaps  from  a different  sized  font)  is  seen  above  the  final  7, 
perhaps  the  result  of  the  wrong  logotype  punch  being  used.  How- 
ever, the  earlier  punch  was  not  entered  deeply,  as  the  evidences  are 
shght.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  extremely  well  struck,  yield- 
ing full  detail  on  the  eagle  and  elsewhere.  The  coin  is  struck  on 
light  yellow  gold  with  rich  lustre  on  both  sides. 
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Gorgeous  1847-D  Half  Eagle 

Among  the  Finest  Known 


697  1847-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Sometimes  when  a gold  coin  is  graded 

MS-62  the  classification  needs  to  be  taken  with  a large  grain  of 
salt,  particularly  by  old  timers  who  find  it  difficult  to  become  used 
to  “gradeflation.”  However,  now  and  again  a piece  conies  up  with 
old-fashioned  beauty,  and  such  is  the  case  with  the  half  eagle  here. 
If  all  MS-62  half  eagles  were  this  nice  it  would  hardly  be  necessary 
to  desire  MS-63  or  MS-64! 

Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  highly  lustrous,  with  contact  marks 
at  a minimum.  Details  are  sharply  struck,  and  the  color  is  warm 
yellow-orange.  The  area  around  the  date  is  somewhat  prooflike. 
A beauty  to  behold,  this  piece  will  electrify  the  Dahlonega  Mint 
specialist  who  may  have  to  own  it  “no  matter  what!” 

PCGS  Population:  6;  2 finer  (MS-63  finest). 


“Treasure”  1848-D  HalfEagle 


699  1848-D  MS-61  (SEGS).  An  attractive  example  of  the  1848-D 

half  eagle,  this  piece  has  been  certified  as  having  “saltwater”  sur- 
faces, sometimes  called  “seawater.”  No  doubt  the  coin  was  lus- 
trous and  virtually  as  struck  when  it  was  lost  at  sea,  on  some  un- 
known vessel  under  circumstances  that  can  only  be  guessed  at. 
Quite  a few  coins  from  the  southern  mints,  particularly  half  eagles,  1 

are  known  with  these  characteristics.  Most  probably  they  are  from 
one  or  several  wrecks  recovered  off  the  Atlantic  or  Gulf  coasts,  but 
not  publicized.  To  do  the  latter  usually  results  in  a swarm  of  curi- 
osity seekers,  claimants,  lawsuits,  and  more,  overwhelming  the 
finders  of  treasure.  For  their  own  sanity,  many  if  not  most  finders 
of  such  treasures — apart  from  the  notable  ones — keep  the  matter 
to  themselves,  feeling  that  it  is  a matter  of  “finder’s  keepers”  after 
all  the  years  that  have  passed. 

In  a way  this  is  unfortunate,  as  the  recording  of  treasures  is 
always  interesting,  and  if  we  could  tie  this  particular  half  eagle  to  a 
specific  ship,  it  would  no  doubt  yield  a rich  history.  Some  ele- 
ments of  treasure  disclosure  were  discussed  over  a year  ago  in  our 
catalogue  of  the  Thomas  Sebring  Collection  of  Treasure  Coins, 
note  particularly  under  the  Fort  Capron  Treasure  which,  for  all 
we  know,  might  have  included  this  very  piece. 


Scarce  1848-C  $5 


698  1848-C  AU-55  (SEGS).  A budget  example,  perhaps,  of  the  scarce 

1848-C  S5,  the  present  piece  showing  some  evidence  of  smooth- 
ing or  burnishing  in  the  fields  and  a cleaning,  perhaps  a coin  once 
used  as  jewelry.  In-person  examination  is  worth  many  words,  and 
we  suggest  that  inspection  before  bidding  will  provide  all  the  in- 
formation you  desire. 


Notable  1849-D  HalfEagle 

High  Condition  Census 


(2x  photo) 


700  1849-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  A splendid  specimen  of  the  1849-D 

S5,  this  coin  combines  status  high  in  the  FCCS  registry  listings 
plus,  even  more  important,  tremendous  eye  appeal.  The  surfaces 
are  rich  yellow-orange,  the  lustre  is  intense,  and  the  entire  arrange- 
ment is  such  that  even  the  most  advanced  Dahlonega  Mint  spe- 
cialist will  fall  in  love  with  this  coin.  From  the  original  mintage  of 
39,036,  hundreds  of  1849-D  S5  pieces  still  exist,  hut  nearly  all  are 
in  lower  grades  such  as  VF  or  EF.  Even  AU  coins  with  good  eye 
appeal  are  few  and  far  between.  The  present  coin  is  very  choice 
and  in  our  opinion  is  one  of  the  finest  known. 

PCGS  Population:  7;  1 finer  (MS-63). 
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Magnificent  1860-D  Half  Eagle 


Significant  1861-C  Half  Eagle 


(2x  photo) 

701  1860-D  Medium  D.  MS-61  (PCGS).  A magnificent  specimen, 

bright  yellow  gold,  very  well  struck,  and  with  rich  lustre — one  of 
the  nicest  examples  we  have  seen  for  a combination  of  high  grade 
and  eye  appeal  in  a single  item.  The  1860-D,  of  which  just  14,635 
were  struck,  is  scarce  in  all  grades.  Relatively  few  have  survived  in 
the  Mint  State  level,  and  on  those,  sometimes  eye  appeal  is  lack- 
ing. Not  here! 

PCGS  Population:  6;  7 finer  (MS-64  finest). 


Incredible  1860-S  Half  Eagle 
Lustrous  AU-58 
High  Condition  Census 


702  1860-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  In  any  grade  the  186()-Sisakeyhalfeagle. 

However,  when  they  arc  seen — ^which  is  not  often — the  typical  pres- 
ervation is  apt  to  be  VF  or  EF.  Any  coin  with  original  mint  lustre 
and  brilliance  is  in  the  category  of  being  a rarity.  The  presently  of- 
fered example  has  more  than  half  of  the  mint  frost,  is  bright  yellow 
gold,  and  has  great  eye  appeal.  Add  to  this  the  fact  that  it  is  the  sec- 
ond highest  certified  by  PCGS — remarkable  inasmuch  as  PCGS  has 
graded  many  millions  of  coins — and  you  have  a piece  that  deserves 
careful  study  followed  by  a strong  bid.  It  may  be  a long  time  until  a 
comparable  opportunity  recurs  in  tbe  marketplace. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  1 finer  (MS-62). 


704  1861-C  EF-45  (NGC).  Light  yellow  gold.  Some  remaining  lus- 

tre. A nice  example  at  this  grade  level  of  a very  significant  issue- — 
the  last  gold  coin  product  of  the  Charlotte  Mint.  In  this,  the  final 
year  of  operation,  only  the  $5  was  produced,  and  just  to  the  extent 
of  6,879  pieces,  most  of  which  have  long  since  disappeared.  The 
present  piece  will  form  a fitting  conclusion  to  a nice  set  of  coinage 
from  this  popular  southern  mint. 


Scarce  1867-S  Half  Eagle 


705  1867-S  VF-30  (NGC).  Light  yellow-orange  gold  surfaces.  Some 

lustre  still  remains.  The  1867-S  is  scarce  in  any  and  all  grades,  the 
VF  classification  is  typical  for  most  survivors,  as  they  saw  exten- 
sive circulation  on  the  West  Coast. 


Lustrous  1874-S  Half  Eagle 

Exceptional  Grade 


(2x  photo) 


703  Quartette  ofLiberty  half  eagles:  ☆ 1861  AU-5().  Soft  rose-gold 
surfaces  ☆ 1878  AU-58.  Lustrous  with  a whisper  of  rose  ☆ 1880-S 
AU-55.  Lustrous  with  traces  of  delicate  toning  ☆ 1895  MS-61. 
Lustrous  with  a whisper  of  rose.  (Total:  4 pieces) 


706  1874-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Warm  yellow-orange  gold.  A splendid 

example  of  a San  Francisco  Mint  half  eagle  that  when  seen  is  usu- 
ally encountered  in  VF  or  EF,  very  rarely  in  AU.  Only  a handful  ot 
pieces  have  been  graded  at  this  level  by  PCGS.  Another  (Tiid  for 
the  half  eagle  specialist. 

I’CGS  Population:  3;  1 finer  (AU-58), 
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Lustrous  1876-CC  Half  Eagle 

A Key  in  the  Series 


707  1876-CC  AU-50  (NGC).  Carson  City  Mint  half  eagles  are  gen- 

erally rare,  some  especially  so.  Pieces  dated  in  the  1870s,  when 
encountered,  are  apt  to  show  extensive  wear.  The  present  piece 
is  brilliant  and  lustrous,  one  of  the  nicest  we  have  had  the  oppor- 
tunity of  seeing  in  recent  times.  The  6,887  pieces  struck  were 
created  on  a utilitarian  basis  and  soon  placed  into  circulation, 
with  no  thought  given  to  saving  examples.  The  present  piece  did 
its  duty,  but  not  for  long.  Probably  at  least  30%  of  the  otiginal 
lustre  is  still  visible. 

Lustrous  1877-CC  Half  Eagle 

Another  Key  to  the  Series 


708  1877-CC  AU-55  (NGC).  The  present  1877-CC,  in  light  yellow 
gold,  tepresents  one  of  the  nicer  examples  to  be  offered  for  bid- 
ding competition  in  recent  times.  Its  grade  and  appearance  are 
somewhat  similar  to  the  1876-CC  just  offered,  although  the  nu- 
merical designation  is  slightly  different. 

Again,  when  the  1877-CC  half  eagles  were  struck  they  were 
made  strictly  for  commercial  purposes,  and  no  example  of  the  8,680 
made  is  known  to  have  been  saved  fot  a numismatic  cabinet.  To- 
day, pieces  are  few  and  tar  between  in  the  matketplace. 

709  1878  AU-58  (NGC).  Light  yellow  gold.  Most  original  lustre  is 
still  present,  with  the  reverse  being  nearly  complete  in  this  regard. 


Classic  1878-CC  $5  Rarity 
Lustrous  AU-58 
None  Finer  Graded 


(2x  photo) 

710  1878-CC  AU-58  (PCGS).  Among  Carson  City  gold  coins,  half 

eagles  can  be  frustratingly  difficult  to  find  in  higher  grades,  gener- 
ally more  so  than  certain  of  the  higher  value  pieces.  Important  in 
this  regard  is  the  1878-CC,  elusive  at  all  levels,  but  scarcely  ever 
seen  in  the  grade  offered  here,  lustrous,  magnificent  AU,  one  of 
just  two  classified  at  this  level  by  PCGS.  Significantly,  the  Guide 
Book  of  United  States  Coins  lists  no  value  for  this  coin  in  any  grade 
better  than  AU-55,  and  even  at  the  $28,000  suggested  for  that 
lower  grade,  it  would  not  be  possible  to  write  a check  and  run  out 
and  buy  one. 

The  present  piece  not  only  embodies  what  an  AU-58  coin 
should,  but  it  has  further  appeals — it  is  very  sharply  struck,  has 
much  lustre,  and  displays  excellent  eye  appeal.  This  landmark  coin 
will  be  a “must  have”  for  the  advanced  specialist.  Indeed,  it  is  likely 
to  be  one  of  the  most  important  Carson  City  gold  coins  to  come 
on  the  market  this  year. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer. 


711  Quartette  of  NGC-certified  half  eagles:  ☆ 1878-S  AU-55. 
Medium  gold  ☆ 1879-S  AU-50.  Splashes  of  tose  at  the  devices  ☆ 
1884  AU-50.  Soft  golden  rose  H 1892-S  AU-58.  Rose-gold.  (To- 
tal: 4 pieces) 

712  1879  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  frosty.  A pleasing  specimen  at 
the  assigned  grade. 

713  Group  of  Liberty  half  eagles:  ☆ 1879  Net  EF-45;  sharpness  of 
AU-55,  cleaned  ☆ 1879-S  Net  EF-45;  shatpness  of  AU-55,  cleaned 

☆ 1881  (2).  Net  EF-45;  shatpness  of  AU-55,  cleaned;  one 
Repunched  Date.  Net  EF-45;  shatpness  of  AU-55,  lightly  pol- 
ished ☆ 1885  Net  EF-40;  sharpness  of  AU-50,  cleaned  ☆ 1896-S 
Net  VF-35;  sharpness  of  EF-45,  cleaned  ☆ 1901-S  Net  VF-35; 
sharpness  ofEF-45,  cleaned  ☆ 1906  Net  VF-35;  sharpness  ofEF- 
40,  cleaned  ☆ 1907  Net  EF-45;  sharpness  of  AU-50,  cleaned 
1907-D  Net  EF-45;  sharpness  of  AU-50,  cleaned.  (Total:  10  pieces) 

714  Quintette  of  Liberty  half  eagles:  ☆ 1880  AU-50.  Medium  gold 

☆ 1885-S  AU-55.  Lustrous  yellow  surfaces  ☆ 1895  AU-55.  Lus- 
trous with  rose  toning  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1901-S  AU-50.  Lus- 
trous with  a hint  of  olive  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1906-0  AU-50. 
Medium  gold  with  traces  of  olive  toning.  (Total:  5 pieces) 
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' 715  Quartette  of  half  eagles  grading  EF-45:  ☆ 1880  ☆ 1897  ☆ 
1903-8  ☆ 1912-8.  Each  with  soft  golden  surfaces.  (Total:  4 pieces) 

716  Quartette  of  Liberty  half  eagles  grading  MS-63  (NGC):  ☆ 

1881  1882  tir  1895  "vV  1904.  Each  is  lustrous  and  attractive.  (Total: 

4 pieces) 

I 717  Trio  of  Liberty  half  eagles  grading  MS-63  (NGC):  ☆ 1881. 
Reddish  gold  with  olive  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1882.  Medium  golden 
surfaces  ☆ 1907.  Golden  surfaces  with  traces  of  delicate  olive  ton- 
ing. (Total:  3 pieces) 

I 718  Trio  of  Liberty  half  eagles  grading  MS-63  (NGC):  ☆ 1881  ☆ 
1899  ☆1900.  Each  with  lustrous  delicate  rose  surfaces.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

! 719  Quintette  ofLiberty  half  eagles:  ☆ 1881  AU-50  ☆ 1893  AU-50 
☆ 1899  AU-50  ☆ 1904  AU-55  ☆ 1907  MS-60.  All  are  lustrous  and 
attractive,  a few  with  traces  of  delicate  toning.  (Total:  5 pieces) 


Scarce  1881-CC  Half  Eagle 


! 720  1881-CC  EF-45  (NGC).  A nice  example  at  the  EF-45  grade  of 

this  somewhat  scarce  Carson  City  half  eagle,  a coin  of  which  just 
13,886  were  made.  At  the  time  this  mint  was  concentrating  on 
making  silver  dollars.  When  larger  denominations  were  struck,  as 
they  were  intermittently  during  the  decade,  they  tended  to  be 
double  eagles.  Most  $5  and  SIO  pieces  are  scarce. 

721  1882-CC  Net  EF  45,  sharpness  of  AU-53.  Much  lustre  still  re- 

mains. A popular  Carson  City  half  eagle,  one  of  the  readily  col- 
lectable issues,  as  a contrast  to  certain  rarities  in  the  same  specialty. 


Frosty  1883-CC  $5  Gold 

Rare  So  Fine 


722  1883-CC  AU-58  (PCGS).  5harply  struck,  brilliant,  and  highly  lus- 

trous, this  is  one  of  the  nicest  1883-CC  half  eagles  you  could  possibly 
hope  to  find  in  the  AU-58  classification.  Obviously  selected  with 
care,  the  coin  offered  here  is  gorgeous  in  its  appearance  and  impor- 
tant in  its  rank,  as  FCCS  has  only  graded  three  pieces  finer. 
PCGSPopulation:  15;  3 finer  (MS-62  finest). 

/•’wni  the  Nevada  Collection. 


Frosty  Gem  Uncirculated  1885  $5 

Tied  for  Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 


(2x  photo) 

723  1885  MS-65  (PCGS).  A sparkling  honey  gold  specimen  with 
warm  rose  iridescence  and  intense  cartwheel  lustre.  Sharply  struck 
and  aesthetically  appealing,  and  one  of  those  coins  that,  no  matter 
how  hard  you  search,  you  cannot  find  any  reason  to  denigrate  its 
grade!  PCGS  has  certified  just  this  coin  and  one  other  at  MS-65, 
with  none finer.  Ifyou  seek  an  undeniably  gem  Liberty  half  eagle  for 
your  gold  type  collection,  this  could  be  the  specimen  you  have 
waited  for. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer. 

724  1888-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  much  lustre. 

725  1889  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  most  lustre  remaining. 

726  1889  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  much  lustre  intact. 

727  1891-CC  MS-60  (PCGS).  Lustrous  surfaces  with  some  splashes 
of  brown  toning.  Quite  well  struck.  Minted  toward  the  end  of  the 
series,  the  1891-CC  is  one  of  the  more  affordable  issues  among 
Carson  City  coins  of  this  denomination. 


Choice  Mint  State  1892-CC  $5 

Top  PCGS  Grade 


(2.x  photo) 


728  1892-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Ranking  at  the  top  of  the  PCGS  grad- 

ing pyramid,  with  some  compatriots,  but  none  finer,  this  1892- 
CC  is  a great  prize.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  above  average  in 
strike,  sharp  in  nearly  all  areas.  The  lustre  is  rich  and  frosts’,  mainly 
light  yellow  gold  with  some  hints  of  orange  at  the  borders.  While 
the  1892-CC  was  produced  in  fairly  large  numbers,  today  most 
that  survive  are  far  below  this  in  grade. 

PCGS  Population:  8;  none  finer. 

From  the  Nevada  Collection. 
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729  1892-CC  AU-58  (NGC).  Warm  yellow-orange  gold.  Lustre  is 
still  seen  in  protected  areas  of  the  obverse  and  on  much  of  the 
reverse.  Popular  issue  from  the  next  to  the  last  year  of  operation  of 
the  romantic  Carson  City  Mint. 

730  Pair  of  NGC-certified  half  eagles;  ☆ 1892-S  EF-45.  Rich  rose- 
gold  surfaces  ☆ 191 1-S.  AU-58.  Lustrous  with  hints  of  rose.  (To- 
tal: 2 pieces) 


731  1895-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous  warm  yellow-red  gold.  Bearing 

a relatively  recent  pedigree,  this  is  from  the  Bdchmond  Collec- 
tion, sold  by  David  Lawrence,  and  which  has  attracted  quite  some 
attention  lately,  justifiably  so. 

From  the  Richmond  Collection. 


Gem  Proof  1900  Half  Eagle 

Among  Finest  Known 


(2.\  photo) 

732  1900  Proof-65  Ultra  Cameo  (NGC).  A splendid  specimen  of 

the  1900  half  eagle,  this  coin  is  among  the  very  finest  known. 
The  surfaces  are  attractive,  with  frosted  devices  and  letters  against 
a deep  mirror  field.  The  reverse  field  is  nicely  basined  or  curved, 
giving  an  interesting  effect  (basining  was  practiced  intermittently 
on  gold  Proof  coins  of  the  late  19th  century — some  dies  are  no- 
ticeably basined,  as  here,  and  others  are  not).  The  mintage  record 
for  the  1900  Proof  half  eagle  was  230,  rather  generous,  yielding  a 
variety  that  is  seen  with  some  frequency  today,  relatively  speak- 
ing, but  still  remains  rare.  Perhaps  it  would  be  ideal  for  inclusion 
111  a type  set. 

NGC  Census:  7;  6 finer  (Proof-68  Ultra  Cameo). 


Condition  Rarity  1901-S  $5 


733  1901-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Satiny  lustrous  surfaces,  orange  gold  in 

hue.  Readily  available  in  lower  grades,  the  1901-S  is  somewhat 
elusive  in  the  quality  offered  here. 


Key  1904-S  Half  Eagle 


734  1904-S  MS-62  (NGC).  A brilliant,  lustrous  example  that  stands 
among  the  finer  pieces  to  pass  through  the  grading  service  at  NGC. 
Only  97,000  were  struck,  creating  what  was  considered  to  be  a 
significant  rarity  in  the  1950s,  the  attention  of  which  was  called  to 
collectors  by  an  offering  in  a sale  by  the  New  Netherlands  Coin 
Company.  For  a long  time  it  could  be  said  that  even  gold  special- 
ists had  never  seen  or  had  not  often  encountered  a Mint  State  1904- 
S.  Since  that  time  foreign  holdings  have  been  tapped,  and  today 
the  1904-S  is  highly  collectible,  although  among  half  eagles  of  this 
decade  it  remains  scarce. 

735  1905  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  attractive. 
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Memorable  Proof  1907  $5 
Among  Finest  Known 


Another  Splendid  1909-0  Half  Eagle 

Attractive  and  Rare 


one  of  the  finest  Proofs  certified,  a status  that  is  enhanced  by  the 
beauty  ot  the  coin  at  hand — splendid  to  behold.  Semi-satiny  sur- 
faces (reflective  of  the  die  preparation  process  of  the  era)  are  set 
against  deep  mirror  fields.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  dies  are  plane, 
not  basined,  a technical  matter  noted  earlier  (see  our  commentary 
' under  the  1900  Proof).  A splendid  piece  for  any  purpose, 

j PCGS  Population:  1;  2 finer  (Proof-66  Cameo  finest). 

I 

I 737  Quartette  ofindian  half  eagles:  ☆ 1908  EF-45  ☆ 1909-D  AU- 
50  ☆ 1910-D  EF-45  ☆ 1911-D  EF-45.  Each  with  medium  gold 
surfaces.  (Total:  4 pieces) 

738  Quintette  ofindian  half  eagles:  ☆ 1908-S  AU-50.  Lustrous  rose 
gold  ☆ 1909  EF-40.  Medium  gold  ☆ 1909-S  EF-40.  Olive  gold  ☆ 
1910-S  VF-20.  Medium  gold  ☆ 1913-S  VF-35.  Rose  gold.  (Total: 
5 pieces) 


Wonderful  1909-0  Half  Eagle 

Choice  Mint  State 


739  1909-0  MS-63  (NGC).  This  1909-0  half  eagle  is  one  of  the  nicest 

we  have  ever  seen.  Among  all  $5  pieces  of  the  Indian  Head  type 
1908-1929,  at  this  level  the  1909-0  is  far  and  away  the  rarest.  In- 
deed, the  issue  is  elusive  in  all  grades,  but  enough  worn  pieces 
exist  that  finding  one  will  be  no  problem.  Mint  State  is  another 
situation  entirely. 

As  the  specialist  in  Indian  Head  half  eagles  knows,  certification  can  be  one 
thing  and  quality  can  be  another.  Most  of  the  rare  1929  $.S  fiiecesare  nicked  up  and 
quite  “baggy,”  despite  any  certification  numbers  assigned.  The  1909-0  has  some- 
what different  characteristics,  and  is  not  often  “baggy,”  but  rarely  has  the  eye  ap- 
peal of  the  coin  offered  here.  For  the  dedicated  specialist  seeking  a truly  splendid 
example  of  this  issue,  this  will  fill  the  bill  nicely. 


(2x  photo) 

740  1909-0  MS-62  (NGC).  A splendid  specimen  of  the  1909-0  half 

eagle,  this  piece  offers  light  yellow  surfaces,  highly  lustrous,  with 
above  average  striking.  Most  known  examples  of  the  1909-0  are 
well  worn,  with  VF  and  EF  being  typical.  The  present  coin  is  among 
the  top  finest  several  dozen  certified  by  NGC. 


Another  Splendid  1909-0  Half  Eagle 


(2x  photo) 

741  1909-0  AU-58  (AN ACS).  Another  splendid  example,  this  1909- 

O rarity  possesses  nearly  full  lustre  on  both  sides,  is  nicely  struck, 
and  has  a great  deal  of  eye  appeal.  Short  of  a Mint  State  piece,  this 
is  about  as  nice  as  we  have  ever  seen. 


Fourth  Key  1909-0  Half  Eagle 


742  1909-0  EF-45.  An  attractive  example,  lightly  worn,  of  the  key 

issue  among  early  Indian  half  eagles.  Indeed,  considering  pieces  of 
the  New  Orleans  Mint  alone,  it  is  the  most  desired  and  least  often 
seen  variety.  In  absolute  terms  in  the  entire  series,  1908-1929  it  is 
exceeded  only  by  the  1929.  The  present  example  is  a nice  combi- 
nation of  fairly  high  grade  and  reasonable  market  price. 
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Gem  1910  Half  Eagle 

None  Finer  Graded 


743  1910  MS-65  (PCGS).  A lustrous  gem,  pleasing  to  the  eye,  this 

notable  1910  stands  high  on  the  roster  of  those  reviewed  by  PCGS. 
In  fact,  although  it  has  some  company  at  the  MS-65  level,  not  a 
single  piece  has  been  graded  higher!  In  addition  to  the  desirability 
of  its  numerical  status  this  coin  is  brilliant,  richly  lustrous,  and  has 
superb  eye  appeal.  All  of  these  elements  come  together  to  create  a 
truly  special  opportunity. 

PCGS  Population:  16;  none  finer. 


Richly  Lustrous  1910  $5  Gold 


744  1910  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  gold  surfaces,  deeply  and  richly  lus- 
trous, enhance  the  appearance  of  this  splendid  coin.  Not  rare  as  a 
date,  but  difficult  to  find  in  this  combination  of  high  numerical 
designation  and  good  visual  appearance. 

745  191()-D  MS-61  (PCGS).  Bright  and  lustrous.  A very  nice  example 
ot  the  assigned  grade. 


746  1910-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Warm  yellow' gold. 
Excellent  eye  appeal. 

747  Group  of  Indian  half  eagles:  ☆ 191 1-S  Net  VF-30  ☆ 1912  VF- 
.30  ☆ 1912-S  NetVF-2()ff  1913  Net  VF-35  ☆ 1914  Net  EF-4()  ☆ 
1914-S  Net  VF-30  ☆ 1915  Net  VF-3()i!;r  1915-SEF-40^  1916-S 
VF-20  All  are  finer  for  sharpness  but,  have  been  cleaned  at  one 
time.  (Total:  9 pieces) 


Choice  1912  Half  Eagle 


{2x  photo) 

748  1912  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  deeply  lustrous  surfaces,  a 

coin  with  a lot  of  “flash.”  The  numerical  grade  is  appealing,  just 
one  number  short  of  the  finest  certified  by  PCGS.  Again,  eye  ap- 
peal can  be  even  more  important,  and  given  the  chance  we  would 
rather  have  this  MS-64  with  superb  eye  appeal  than  an  MS-65 
lacking  same. 


749  1912  MS-63  (NGC).  An  attractive  example,  lustrous,  with  yel- 

low gold  surfaces.  Nicely  struck.  High  enough  grade  to  be  good 
quality,  but  low  enough  so  as  not  to  cost  a small  fortune — a happy 
compromise. 


Lustrous  1913-S  Half  Eagle 
Great  Eye  Appeal 


(2x  photo) 


750  1913-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Although  this  piece  is  not  Condition 

Census,  it  is  very  lustrous  and  has  quite  a bit  of  eye  appeal,  a factor 
which  can  sometimes  be  as  important  as,  or  even  more  important 
than,  numerical  grade.  Beyond  that,  this  San  Francisco  variets’  is 
somewhat  scarce  in  Mint  State.  Check  out  this  splendid  coin  and 
your  enthusiasm  will  be  further  engendered. 
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751 


1914  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  yellow  gold.  An  attractive 
example  at  this  grade  level. 


Lustrous  1914-S  Half  Eagle 


752  1914-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  A bright  and  lustrous  example  of  this 

San  Francisco  Mint  issue.  Quite  pleasing  within  the  assigned  grade 
category. 


EAGLES 

Among  early  eagles,  an  AU-53  1795  13  Leaves  variety  is  the  first  to  be 
offered,  followed  by  an  AU-58  1800,  a Mint  State-62  1801,  and  an  1803 
in  AU-50.  Liberty  eagles  are  represented  by  a selection  of  coins  that  in- 
j eludes  “group  lots”  of  varying  interest  as  well  as  important  individual  coins. 
A Mint  State-61  1848-0  is  a coin  that  isn’t  often  encountered,  but  you’ll 
find  one  here,  right  alongside  such  other  popular  issues  as  an  Uncirculated 
I 1851-0,  a nice  AU  1853/2  overdate,  a landmark  choice  EF-45  1870-CC, 
I and  an  1871-CC  in  AU-58.  Other  dates  include  an  1875-CC  in  EF-40, 
I an  1879-0  in  AU-58,  and  a wealth  of  great  eagles  from  other  mints  and 
I dates  including  a choice  Cameo  Proof-64  1900  eagle  that  is  one  ofjust  two 
■ graded  so  fine  within  the  Cameo  designation  by  PCGS,  with  none  certi- 
. fled  finer. 

Indian  eagles  start  with  a choice  MS-63  example  of  the  1907  Wire  Pdm, 
' With  Periods  rarity  from  the  first  year  of  the  famed  and  popular  Saint- 
Gaudens  Indian  eagle  design  type,  followed  by  many  choice  and  gem  In- 
dian $ 10s  from  various  dates  and  mint  combinations.  We  suspect  this  small 
. but  diverse  offering  of  eagles  will  catch  the  eye  of  more  than  one  specialist 
within  the  eagle  series — in  fact,  if  you’ve  read  this  far,  we  suspect  we’ve 
I already  captured  your  discriminating  eye! 


Important  First  Year  1795  Eagle 
AU-53  (PCGS) 


(2x  photo) 

753  1795  Taraszka-1,  Breen  1-A.  Rarity-3  + . 13  Leaves.  AU-53 

(PCGS).  A very  desirable  specimen  of  this  important  rarity,  the 
first  issue  of  the  $10  denomination  struck  at  the  fledging  U.S.  Mint. 
Lovely  and  evenly  toned  medium  gold  with  coppery  toning  at  the 
peripheries  and  around  device.  Some  natural  and  nearly  horizon- 
tal adjustment  marks  are  noted  at  Liberty’s  temple  and  at  the  tvi'o 
stars  below  LIBERTY  at  3:00,  a very  common  phenomenon  on 
this  earliest  eagle  issue — indeed,  considering  that  the  U.S.  Mint 
had  only  begun  producing  gold  this  year,  it  is  a wonder  that  the 
strikes  and  planchets  are  as  nice  as  they  are.  Excellent  detail  in  hair 
and  the  feathers  of  the  eagle’s  wings,  just  a bit  soft  at  eagle’s  breast 
consistent  with  the  assigned  grade.  Some  light  hairlines  are  de- 
tected under  scrutiny,  tiny  lint  mark  at  point  ofbust,  minor  planchet 
flake  under  first  S of  STATES.  No  significant  marks  are  noted  and 
the  fields  have  a good  deal  of  life  when  examined.  A high  quality 
specimen  of  an  American  classic.  According  to  Taraszka.  this  is 
the  very  first  eagle  variety  struck. 
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Scarce  1800  T-23  Eagle 


(2x  photo) 

754  1800  T-23,  B 1-A.  Rarity-4.  AU-58  (PCGS).  An  attractive 

example  of  this  scarce  early  eagle  of  the  T-23  variety.  Obverse 
and  reverse  are  e.xtremely  well  struck,  with  a wealth  of  detail, 
indeed  needle  sharp.  For  this  reason  alone  the  coin  is  memo- 
rable. The  color  is  medium  yellow-orange.  Contact  marks  are 
seen  on  both  sides,  and  some  toning  can  be  observed  on  the  out- 
lines of  the  portrait.  On  the  reverse  there  are  a couple  of  scratches, 
no  doubt  taken  into  consideration  by  PCGS.  All  told,  a pleasing 
example  of  the  issue. 


Mint  State  1801  T-25  Eagle 


(2x  photo) 


755  1801  T-25,  B 2-B.  Rarity-3.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Although  all  1801 

SIO  gold  coins  are  scarce,  they  are  especially  so,  even  rare,  when  in 
unequivocal  Mint  State.  The  present  piece  crosses  the  Mint  State 
line  into  MS-62,  without  controversy,  although  we  do  note  that  a 
scratch  is  seen  on  the  obverse  portrait.  Perfection  is  hard  to  find 
on  any  early  gold  coins.  Both  sides  are  well  struck,  including  the 
hair  detail  of  Miss  Liberty,  the  star  centers,  the  letters,  and  on  the 
reverse,  the  rows  of  feathers  at  the  top  of  the  eagle.  In  fact,  it  would 
be  hard  to  imagine  a piece  more  sharply  struck.  The  reverse  is  some- 
what prooflike.  A very  handsome  example  of  this  early  issue. 
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Impressive  1803  Eagle 
Small  Stars  Reverse 
Among  Three  Finest  Graded  by  NGC 


(2x  photo) 

756  1803  T-28,  B 1-C.  Rarity-4.  AU-50  (NGC).  Warm  yellow  gold 
with  ohve  highlights.  Lightly  circulated,  as  the  grade  implies,  but 
not  heavily  abused  by  its  short  stay  in  circulation — no  individual 
marks  warrant  our  descriptive  endeavors.  A fairly  scarce  variety  in 
all  grades,  with  the  presently  offered  coin  among  the  three  finest 
Small  Stars  1803  eagles  certified  to  date  by  NGC.  Worthy  of  par- 
ticular attention  when  it  crosses  the  auction  block. 

NGC  Census:  1;  2 finer  (MS-61  finest). 

757  1842  Large  Date.  AU-55  (SEGS).  Light  yellow  gold.  Cleaned 
long  ago,  but  not  highly  polished,  and  thus  perhaps  netting  in  value 
a high  VF  or  EF-45  grade.  Scattered  marks  on  both  sides. 

758  Trio  of  eagles:  ☆ 1847  EF-40.  Rose  gold  ☆ 1878  EF-40.  Yellow 
gold  with  just  a hint  of  rose  at  the  devices  ☆ 1907  Indian.  No  Peri- 
ods. F-15.  Medium  rose  gold  with  hints  of  olive.  (Total:  3 pieces) 


Memorable  1848-0  Eagle 

Condition  Census 


(2x  photo) 

759  1848-0  MS-61  (NGC).  A truly  memorable  specimen  in  the  con- 

text of  1848-0  eagles,  this  coin  is  one  of  the  top  half  dozen  finest 
certified  by  NGC.  While  it  cannot  hold  a candle  to  the  marvelous 
MS-66  at  the  top  of  the  list,  still  it  stands  tall  and  proud  in  its  own 
right,  as  probably  more  than  95%  of  existing  examples  of  this  is- 
sue are  far  lower  in  preservation.  Besides  the  aspects  of  numbers 
and  certifications,  the  coin  has  a warm  yellow  gold  color,  making 
it  pleasing  to  view.  The  strike  is  about  typical  for  1848-0  with 
some  lightness  in  areas — probably  not  worthy  of  mention. 

NGC  Census:  3;  3 finer  (MS-66  finest). 

From  the  Ashland  City  Collection. 


760  1850  Large  Date.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  somewhat 
prooflike.  A lovely  example  at  the  indicated  grade.  Gold  eagles  of 
this  era  are  not  widely  collected,  and  because  of  this  it  is  possible 
to  acquire  pieces  of  significant  scarcity  and  rarity  for  relatively  in- 
expensive prices. 

761  1851  AU-55  (NGC).  Light  yellow  gold.  Much  lustre  still  seen. 
Above  average  in  terms  of  assigned  grade  among  those  surviving. 
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Lustrous  1851-0  Eagle 

Attractive  Mint  State 


(2x  photo) 

762  1851-0  MS-60  (NGC).  A lustrous  example  of  the  1851-0  eagle, 


this  piece  has  been  attributed  as  Mint  State  by  NGC.  Among  those 
that  have  been  graded  by  this  service  only  three  have  been  given 
higher  numbers. 

The  surfaces  are  bright  and  highly  lustrous.  Some  light  evi- 
dence of  circulation  is  seen  but  the  piece  maintains  a nice  amount 
of  frost  and  a generous  quotient  of  eye  appeal.  Although  the  mint- 
age of  1851-0  was  generous  at  263,000  pieces,  most  were  widely 
circulated  at  the  time,  and  today  high-grade  pieces  are  elusive. 

NGC  7;  3 finer  {MS-64  finest). 


Lustrous  1852  Eagle 


763  1852  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  much  lustre  remaining  on 
the  obverse  and  with  nearly  full  lustre  on  the  reverse.  This  speci- 
men is  sufficiently  high  in  grade  that  most  collections  of  the  past 
did  not  have  an  equivalent  or  finer  example. 

764  Quintette  of  Liberty  eagles:  ☆ 1852  VF-20.  Yellow  gold  with 
rose  at  the  devices  ☆ 1879-S  EF-40.  Medium  gold  with  traces  of 
rose  on  both  sides  ☆ 1898-S  EF-45.  Rose-gold  surfaces  ☆ 1899-S 
EF-45.  Light  yellow  gold  1903-S  EF-45.  Medium  rose-gold. 
(Total:  5 pieces) 


Lustrous  1853/2  Eagle 


765  1853/2  FS-007.  AU-55  (NGC).  A light  yellow  gold  example  of 
the  variety  generally  classified,  as  here,  1853/2,  although  whether 
it  is  an  actual  overdate  is  a matter  of  controversy.  The  Guide  Book 
lists  it  as  such,  and  this  is  enough  for  most  buyers.  Whatever  the 
case,  the  present  1853  does  show  some  repunching  at  the  last  nu- 
meral, within  the  bottom  of  the  numeral,  seemingly  in  the  form 
of  a straight  line  and,  below  it,  more  repunching  or  a raised  ridge 
above  the  dentil.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  highly  lustrous  and 
fairly  w'ell  struck. 

766  Trio  of  Liberty  eagles:  ☆ 1853  Net  VF-30;  sharpness  of  EF-45, 
cleaned  ☆ 1879  Net  VF-35;  sharpness  of  AU-50,  rim  cut  ☆ 1886 
Net  ALf-50;  sharpness  of  AU-55,  cleaned.  (Total:  3 pieces) 
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Landmark  1870-CC  Eagle 

Rarest  Carson  City  Issue 


(2x  photo) 

767  1870-CC  EF-45  (PCGS).  Among  $ 10  gold  coins  minted  at  Car- 

son  City,  the  1870-CC  is  the  greatest  object  of  desire.  Examples 
in  the  marketplace  are  few  and  far  between.  In  fact,  over  the  years 
we  have  handled  fewer  of  these  than  we  have  of  the  more  famous 
1870-CC  $20.  The  present  piece  is  light  yellow  gold,  with  ex- 
pected evidence  of  circulation.  Some  lustre  remains  among  the 
letters  and  other  protected  areas.  It  is  our  belief  that  Carson  City 
gold  coins  of  all  denominations  ($5,  $10,  and  $20)  minted  in  the 
early  1870s  were  used  regionally,  with  very  few  exported  at  the 
time.  In  later  years,  while  many  double  eagles  were  shipped  abroad, 
most  of  the  Carson  City  $ 1 0 and  $20  pieces  were  used  in  the  west- 
ern Mountain  districts.  As  late  as  1893,  when  Augustus  G.  Heaton 
wrote  his  Treatise  on  Mint  Marks,  this  keen  numismatist,  who  was 
in  touch  with  the  entire  collecting  community  (and  who  in  the 
same  decade  served  as  president  of  the  American  Numismatic  As- 
sociation), was  not  aware  of  a single  person  who  collected  $5,  $10 
and  $20  pieces  by  mintmark!  It  was  not  until  well  into  the  20th 
century  that  a demand  arose  for  such  pieces,  by  which  time  most 
had  disappeared. 

Forming  a set  of  $10  issues  from  the  Carson  City  Mint  is  a 
challenge,  significantly  more  difficult  than  putting  together  a dis- 
play of  related  double  eagles.  The  present  piece  represents  a highly 
important  opportunity. 

I’CGS  Population:  9;  7 finer  (AU-55  finest). 


Lustrous  1871-CC  $10  Rarity 

Only  One  Finer  NGC  Coin 


(2x  photo) 


768  1871-CC  AU-58  (NGC).  1871-CC  checks  m as  another  signifi- 

cant rarity  among  the  $ 1 0 issues  produced  at  the  Carson  City  Mint. 
Relatively  few  were  minted  (in  this  instance  8,025),  and  all  seem 
to  have  been  placed  into  circulation.  There  was  no  interest  on  the 
part  of  numismatists  at  the  time. 

The  present  piece  is  quite  attractive,  ranking  as  it  does  high  in 
the  NGC  Census,  with  just  one  graded  finer.  The  striking  is  good, 
much  lustre  is  present,  the  rarity  is  unquestioned,  and  all  elements 
are  in  place  for  this  to  create  a stir  when  it  crosses  the  block. 

NGC  Census:  5;  1 finer  (MS-62). 


Scarce  1871-S  Eagle 


769  1871-S  AU-50  (NGC).  A fairly  high-grade  example  of  the  1871- 

S,  this  piece  is  among  the  top  couple  dozen  to  pass  under  the  view 
of  NGC.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  light  yellow  gold  with  some 
hints  oflustre  here  and  there.  Although  16,5(){)  examples  were  struck, 
most  have  disappeared.  Today,  coins  are  elusive  at  all  levels.  It  is 
proper  to  say  that  collectors  arc  elusive  as  well,  as  this  scries  is  not 
widely  collected  by  date  and  by  mintmark.  This  translates  into  an 
advantage,  or  rarities  would  be  much  more  expensive. 
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Lustrous  1874  Eagle 


770  1874  MS-61  (NGC).  A brilliant,  lustrous,  and  very  desirable  ex- 

ample of  the  1874  SIO.  The  present  piece  is  brilliant  with  much 
lustre  and  quite  a tew  contact  marks.  Fairly  scarce  at  this  grade 
level,  but  not  expensive  as  the  series  is  not  widely  collected. 


Rare  1875-CC  $10  Gold 


(2.\  photo) 


771  1875-CC  EF-40  (NGC).  As  specialists  know  well,  S5  and  $10 

coins  of  the  Carson  City  Mint  can  be  much  harder  to  find  than 
the  higher  denomination  double  eagle.  That  certainly  is  true  of 
the  1873-CC,  which  is  elusive  at  all  grade  levels.  The  present  piece, 
listed  as  EF-4(),  neatly  fits  into  that  category,  is  attractive  overall, 
and  will  be  a worthwhile  addition  to  a specialized  set.  It  is  among 
the  top  30  finest  graded  by  NGC,  not  all  that  many  in  terms  of  the 
number  of  numismatists  who  enjoy  Carson  City  varieties. 


Low-Mintage  1879-0  $10 
Only  1,500  Struck 
Among  Finest  Certified 


(2x  photo) 

772  1879-0  AU-58  (NGC).  The  low  mintage  of  just  1,500  pieces 
has  been  a bright  beacon  for  many  decades  of  collecting,  with  the 
1879-0  being  showcased  when  one  appears  at  auction.  As  to  how 
many  exist,  the  answer  is  probably  more  than  100  but  fewer  than 
200.  In  time  we  will  gather  our  collected  notes  on  auction  appear- 
ances, numismatic  citations,  treasury  documents,  and  other  infor- 
mation, and  be  more  specific. 

Among  the  pieces  seen  by  NGC  only  one  is  finer.  The  present 
piece  is  well  struck  with  light  yellow  surfaces,  displaying  some  evi- 
dence of  prooflike  character  in  protected  areas. 

NGC  Census:  11;  1 finer  (MS-62). 

773  Quartette  of  eagles:  ☆ 1879-S  AU-50.  Lustrous  medium  gold 

☆ 1895-0  EF-45.  Rose-gold  with  traces  of  olive  at  the  peripher- 
ies ☆ 1907  Liberty.  EF-45.  Yellow  gold  with  hints  of  rose  and 
deep  rich  olive  at  the  peripheral  devices  ☆ 1913  AU-55.  Lustrous 
yellow  gold.  (Total:  4 pieces) 

774  Quartette  of  Liberty  eagles:  ☆ 1880  AU-55  ☆ 1888-S  AU-50 

☆ 1893  AU-55  ☆ 1897  AU-50.  Each  is  lustrous  and  attractive. 
(Total:  4 pieces) 
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Lustrous  1880-S  $10 


775  1880-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Sharply  struck,  lustrous,  and  quite  at- 
tractive, this  188()-S  is  a pleasing  yellow-orange  with  a hint  of  iri- 
descence. Quite  a few  handling  marks  are  seen,  this  being  par  for 
the  course.  However,  the  original  lustre  in  most  areas  is  undis- 
turbed, and  the  eye  appeal  is  better  than  usually  encountered. 

776  Quintette  of  Liberty  eagles:  ☆ 1881  (2).  Net  VF-2();  sharpness 
of  EF-40,  mount  removed:  Net  VF-35;  sharpness  ofVF-25, 
cleaned  ☆ 1885-S  Net  VF-35;  sharpness  ofEF-45,  cleaned  ☆ 1895 
Net  VF-3();  sharpness  of  VF-30,  cleaned  ☆ 1907-S  Net  VF-35; 
sharpness  of  EF-40,  cleaned.  (Total:  5 pieces) 

777  Quartette  ofLiberty  eagles:  ☆ 1881-S  AU-58.  Lustrous  and  at- 
tractive ☆ 1892  AU-58.  Lustrous  with  hints  of  rose  ☆ 1899  AU- 
58.  Satiny  rose  surfaces  ☆ 1907  AU-55  PL.  Reflective  surfaces  with 

I hints  of  rose.  (Total:  4 pieces) 

778  Quintette  ofLiberty  eagles: 'vJr  1882  Net  EF-45  ☆ 1883  Net  EF- 
45  ☆ 1894  NetEF-45  ☆ 1901-S  NetEF-45  ☆ 1906-D  NetEF-45. 

I All  are  finer  for  sharpness  but  have  been  cleaned  at  one  time.  (To- 

tal: 5 pieces) 

779  Pair  of  1882-S  eagles  grading  MS-61  (NGC).  Both  with  rose 
gold  surfaces.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

780  Pair  ofLiberty  eagles:  ☆ 1884-S  MS-60  (NGC)  ☆ 1887  AU-55 
(NGC).  Both  with  medium  gold  surfaces.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

I 

1 


Lustrous  1887  Eagle 


781  1887  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  satiny  lustre.  Orange-yellow 

in  hue. 

NGC  Census;  11;  4 finer  (MS-64  finest). 


Lustrous  1891-CC  $10 


782  1891-CC  MS-62.  A sharply  struck  and  attractive  example,  this 

lustrous  1891-CC  is  one  of  relatively  few  $10  pieces  from  Carson 
City  that  can  be  collected  without  having  to  mortgage  the  farm. 
Certainly  the  Carson  City  speciahst  will  hke  it,  but  beyond  that, 
as  it  is  quite  affordable.  It  might  be  a candidate  for  inclusion  in  a 
type  set  to  illustrate  the  1866-1907  Liberty  Head  style  with  IN 
GOD  WE  TRUST  on  the  reverse. 


“Popular”  MS-62  1892-0  $10 


783  1892-0  MS-62  (NGC).  A lovely  specimen,  lustrous  and  yellow- 
orange  gold.  Quite  popular  at  the  MS-62  level,  as  evidenced  by 
tbe  marvelous  array  of  79  certification  events  (not  necessarily  rep- 
resenting this  many  coins),  all  gathered  at  the  portals  of  NGC, 
with  not  a single  piece  seemingly  able  to  break  into  higher  ground. 
Later  date  eagles  of  the  New  Orleans  Mint  are  very  popular  and,  as 
such,  this  piece  will  draw  many  bids. 

784  Trio  of  1893  Liberty  eagles  grading  MS-65  (NGC):  A lovely 
trio  with  lustrous  rose  surfaces.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

785  Trio  of  1894  Liberty  eagles  grading  MS-63  (NGC).  Each  with 
attractive  rose-gold  surfaces.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

786  Trio  of  NGC-certified  Liberty  eagles:  1894-0  AU-58.  Lus- 

trous yellow  gold  ☆ 1898-S  MS-6L  Lustrous  rose  ☆ 1906-S  AU- 
58.  Splashes  of  rich  mottled  rose  over  lustrous  rose  surfaces.  (To- 
tal: 3 pieces) 

787  1897  MS-62  PL  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  somewhat  prooflike  sur- 
faces. Nicely  struck.  Not  rare  but  very  attractive. 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  lUVRITIES 
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Choice  Mint  State  1897-0  $10 


788  1897-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lovely  to  look  at  is  this  1897-0  SIO,  a 

coin  that  has  a special  appeal,  being  in  the  minority  of  this  era,  a 
product  of  the  New  Orleans  Mint — at  a time  when  most  produc- 
tion was  done  elsewhere.  The  striking  is  about  typical,  with  some 
lightness  of  the  stars  on  the  obverse.  Both  sides  are  deeply  and 
richly  frosty. 


Satiny  1901  $10 

A Nice  “Type”  Coin. 


791  1901  MS-64  (NGC).  Satiny  lustre  and  medium  yellow  surfaces 

characterize  this  nicely  struck  1901  eagle.  The  date  is  not  rare, 
many  have  been  certified,  but  the  appeal  is  aU  there.  Possibly  this 
is  a candidate  for  a type  set. 


Splendid  Proof  1900  Eagle 


Choice  1902-S  Eagle 


792  1902-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous,  nicely  struck,  and 

attractive,  this  is  a particularly  choice  example  of  this  popular  early 
20th-century  San  Francisco  eagle. 


793  1905  MS-63  (NGC).  Sharply  struck,  lustrous,  and  attractive.  A 

nice  example  of  this  affordable  early  20th-century  Liberty  Head 
eagle. 


(2.x  photo) 

789  1900  Proof-64  Cameo  (PCGS).  A splendid  Proof  specimen  with 
the  popular  “orange  peel”  mirror  fields.  Just  120  Proofs  were 
minted,  from  which  quantity  PCGS  has  seen  none  finer  in  exist- 
ence today  within  the  Cameo  designation,  and  only  one  other  cer- 
tification eiviit  at  this  level.  A find  for  the  Proof  gold  connoisseur 
and  specialist. 

I’CGS  Population:  2;  none  finer. 

790  Pair  of  Liberty  eagles  grading  MS-63  (NGC):  ☆ 1900  ☆ 1907. 
Both  with  medium  olive-gold  surfaces.  (Total;  2 pieces) 
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Famous  1907  Indian  $10  Rarity 
With  Periods,  Wire  Rim 


(2x  photo) 


794  1907  Indian.  Periods,  Wire  Rim.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A splendid 

specimen  in  rich  yellow-orange  gold  of  this  popular  rarity.  Certi- 
fied as  MS-63  by  PCGS,  this  piece  has  the  visual  appeal  of  a notch 
or  two  higher.  However,  on  the  reverse  there  are  a few  small  marks 
that  may  account  for  the  grade. 

Some  detail  concerning  this  interesting  variety  is  given  in  Dave 
Bowers’  new  study  by  Whitman,  The  Official  Red  Book  oj  United 
States  Type  Coins.  In  essence,  pieces  with  periods  on  the  reverse, 
made  with  wire  rim  (as  here)  and  with  regular  rim,  were  distrib- 
uted among  Treasury  officials  and  others,  and  were  never  publi- 
cized to  numismatists.  In  time,  the  supply  of  nearly  500  pieces 
filtered  through  dealers,  notably  Thomas  L.  Elder  and  Henry 
Chapman,  and  became  highly  prized  by  numismatists.  As  to  what 
category  these  should  be  assigned  remains  an  interesting  question. 
Years  ago  they  were  considered  patterns,  but  they  certainly  are 
not.  Calling  them  private  or  unofficial  issues  is  not  appropriate 
either.  Perhaps  they  can  simply  be  classified  as  regular  issues  that 
had  a special  distribution  among  insiders.  Whatever  the  reason, 
the  variety  is  fascinating  today.  The  present  piece  is  very  beautiful 
in  all  aspects  and  offers  an  opportunity  to  the  type  collector  as  well 
as  the  Indian  $10  specialist. 


Attractive  1907  Indian  $10 
Without  Periods 


795  1907  Indian.  No  Periods.  MS-63  (NGC).  Richly  lustrous, 
bright,  and  quite  attractive,  this  1907  Indian  Head  $10  is  a great 
candidate  for  a type  set.  Examples  of  this  design  were  produced 
only  in  1907  and  in  early  1908. 

796  Quartette  of  Indian  eagles:  ☆ 1907  No  Periods.  AU-50.  Lus- 
trous yellow  gold  with  hints  of  delicate  toning  ☆ 191 2-S  AU-55. 
Lustrous  with  pale  rose  surfaces  ☆ 1914  AU-58.  Lustrous  with  a 
whisper  of  rose  ☆ 1932  MS-62.  Lustrous  rose-gold.  (Total:  4 pieces) 

797  1908-D  No  Motto.  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  attractive.  A nice 
example  at  this  grade  level. 

798  Trio  of  Indian  eagles:  ☆ 1908-D  Motto.  Net  VF-25;  sharpness 
of  VF-30,  cleaned  ☆ 1909-D  Net  VF-35;  sharpness  of  EF-45, 
cleaned  di  1914-D  Net  EF-45;  sharpness  of  AU-50,  cleaned.  (To- 
tal: 3 pieces) 


Choice  Mint  State  1909-S  Eagle 


(2x  photo) 


799  1909-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A lovely  example  with  satiny  lustre.  Light 

yellow  gold.  Quite  well  struck.  Very  pleasing  to  the  eye  and  just 
right  for  a specialized  collection  at  this  grade. 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  RARITIES 
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Gem  1910-D  Eagle 


800  1910-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  The  Indian  Head  SIO  coins  by  Augustus 

Saint-Gaudens  are  attractive  in  Mint  State,  particularly  in  choice  or 
gem  preservation.  However,  the  appeal  can  vary  widely  and  some 
connoisseurship  is  suggested.  The  presently  offered  piece  is  rich  yel- 
low-orange gold,  highly  lustrous,  and  very  pleasing  to  contemplate. 
A piece  that  will  be  just  right  if  you  are  seeking  the  MS-63  grade. 

Lustrous  1914-D  Gold  Eagle 


801  1914-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  A lustrous  specimen  in  rich  orange- 

yellow  gold. 


802  1926  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Very  attractive,  sig- 

nificantly above  average  for  pieces  certified  at  the  MS-63  level. 


803  1926  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  attractive.  Another 
worthwhile  e.xample  of  this  popular  date. 

804  Pair  of  1926  Indian  eagles  grading  MS-63  (NGC).  One  bright 
and  lustrous  and  one  with  frosty  olive-gold  surfaces.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


805  1932  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Bagmarks  here  and  there 

in  the  field  have  been  taken  into  consideration  by  the  grading  service. 
This  IS  the  latest  dited  readily  collect.ible  coin  in  the  SIO  series. 


DOUBLE  EAGLES 

Starting  with  the  first  collectable  year  of  the  denomination,  1851,  and 
working  right  through  to  the  20*  century  issues,  this  offering  of  double 
eagles  is  as  exciting  as  it  is  diverse.  A few  of  the  enticing  highlights  among 
Liberty  Head  double  eagles  include  a lustrous  AU-58  1852-0,  as  well  as  a 
splendid  MS-63  1856-S  from  the  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Collection,  a coin  that 
came  to  Harry  long  before  the  S.S.  Central  America  treasure  brought  scores 
of  the  date  to  market.  A gem  MS-66  1857-S  from  the  Central  America  hoard 
is  also  available  for  your  bidding  pleasure,  as  is  a Mint  State-62  1861  double 
eagle  front  the  recently-marketed  portion  of  the  S.S.  Republic  treasure. 

Many  scarce  and  popular  branch  mint  issues  from  the  1850s,  1860s, 
1870s,  and  beyond  are  also  found  among  the  Liberty  double  eagles.  Wor- 
thy of  note  and  mention  from  within  this  group  are  choice  Proofs  of  1903 
and  1906,  and  a Mint  State-62  example  of  the  rare  and  elusive  (at  least  in 
Mint  State  grades)  1905.  Five  MCMVll  High  Relief  Saint-Gaudens  double 
eagles  begin  that  portion  of  the  offering,  and  many  gorgeous  “Arabic” 
date  issues  of  1907  and  later  are  also  found  within.  Highlights  here  include 
a gem  MS-65  1922-S,  a choice  MS-64  1924-S,  and  three  specimens  of  the 
popular  and  rare  1925-D,  as  well  as  a 1925-S  at  MS-63,  and  a nice  MS-62 
1926-S.  Whether  your  interest  in  double  eagles  has  just  awakened,  or  you 
have  been  an  enthusiast  of  our  nation’s  largest  gold  coins  for  decades,  the 
odds  are  better  than  fair  that  there  is  at  least  one  coin  for  your  growing 
collection  in  this  offering! 

Mint  State  1851  Double  Eagle 


806  1851  MS-61  (PCGS).  A very  attractive  Mint  State  coin,  well 
struck  (not  all  are),  and  with  lustrous  fields.  A pleasing  example  of 
this  early  and  plentiful  date — plentiful,  that  is,  except  in  Mint  State. 

807  1851  EF-45  (NGC).  Light  yellow  gold.  A few  hints  of  lustre  can 
be  seen.  A popular  S20  from  the  second  collectable  year  of  issue. 


808  1852  EF-45  (NGC).  Light  yellow  gold.  A typical  example  of  this 
early  issue.  Highly  affordable. 

809  Group  of  Liberty  double  eagles:  ☆ 1852  Net  VF-20  ☆ 187S-S 
NetVF-3()  ☆ 1889-SNetVF-35  ☆ 1892-S  Net  EF-40  ☆ 1S97-S 
Net  EF-4()  1898-S  (2).  Net  VF-30;  Net  VF-2(1  ☆ DOO  Net  EF- 
40  ☆ 19()3-S  Net  F-15.  All  are  finer  for  sharpness  but  have  been 
cleaned  at  one  time  or  used  for  jewelry.  (Total:  pieces) 
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Appealing  1852-0  $20  Gold 

Richly  Lustrous 


810  1852-0  AU-58  (PCGS).  Most  1852-0  double  eagles’ are  in  cir- 
culated grades,  VF  and  EF  being  typical.  When  AU  coins  are  en- 
countered they  are  often  quite  baggy  and  not  particularly  attrac- 
tive. The  present  specimen  is  a notable  exception,  is  highly  lus- 
trous and  ranks  as  one  of  the  finest  we  have  seen.  The  double  eagle 
specialist  will  want  to  bid  liberally  to  take  this  one  home.  Not  one 
in  100  1852-0  double  eagles  on  the  market  is  of  this  quality. 

811  Quartette  of  Liberty  double  eagles  grading  VF-35:  ☆ 1853  ☆ 
1873  ☆ 1881-S  ii  1890-S.  Each  with  medium  gold  surfaces  and 
traces  of  delicate  toning.  (Total:  4 pieces) 


Lustrous  1855-S  $20 


812  1855-S  AU-55  (NGC).  Not  rare,  but  certainly  above  average  in 

terms  of  circulating  examples.  The  present  1855-S  displays  much 
original  lustre.  This  is  the  second  year  of  coinage  operations  at  the 
San  Francisco  Mint. 

Choice  1856-S  $20 

From  the  Bass  Collection 


813  1856-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  An  unusual  thing  about  this  1856-S 

double  eagle  is  that  it  is  not  from  the  treasure  of  the  S.S.  Central 
America.  Instead,  it  traces  its  pedigree  to  the  fabulous  collection 
formed  by  the  late  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.,  completed  before  the  afore- 
mentioned treasure  was  discovered.  Collected  for  its  beauty,  the 
present  piece  is  well  struck,  deeply  lustrous,  and  a joy  to  behold — 
one  of  the  nicest  we  have  ever  seen. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  1 finer  (MS-64). 

From  the  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Collection. 


814  1856-S  AU-50.  An  early  double  eagle  which  will  probably  be  quite 

affordable.  Even  though  this  piece  w’as  lightly  brushed  at  one  time, 
basic  appeal  remains,  and  it  serves  as  a generally  attractive  example 
of  this  early  date  and  mint. 
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Very  Appealing  1857-S  $20 
From  the  S.S.  Central  America 


(2x  photo) 

815  1857-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Offered  here  is  a very  appealing  example, 

sharply  struck,  vt'ith  full  lustre  and,  while  not  absolutely  perfect, 
seriously  challenging  the  perfect  level.  Besides  that,  the  eye  appeal 
is  simply  magnificent.  Add  to  that  the  historical  aspect  of  the  fabu- 
lous S.S.  Central  America  treasure  find — the  greatest  ever — and  you 
have  a piece  that  is  a trophy,  even  if  you  have  not  a single  double 
eagle  in  your  entire  collection. 

We  have  often  mused  that  the  entire  numismatic  community  is  fortunate  that 
the  S.S.  Catlnil  Ameriai  treasure  was  found  in  our  lifetime.  Nothing  like  it  has  ever 
been  found  before,  and  as  no  comparable  Gold  Rush  treasure  has  been  reported 
missing,  nothing  like  it  w ill  ever  be  found  again. 

As  Dave  Bowers  has  mentioned  in  his  study  T/ie  Official  Red  Book  of  United 
States  Oold  Double  Ragles,  treasure  coins  have  a special  aspect.  Today  it  is  possible  to 
put  together  a full  set  of  these  treasure  coins,  consisting  of  one  each  of  the  four 
dilTcrent  shipwrecks  that  yielded  double  eagles,  these  being  the  S.S.  Yankee  Blade, 
lost  in  IH.S4and  under  circumstances  that  have  not  been  fully  explained,  and  which 
yielded  a few  hundred  1H.S4-S  S2()s  in  the  1970s;  the  S.S.  Central  America,  lost  in 
1H57.  found  m the  late  1980s  and  predominated  by  slightly  over  5,400  1857-S 
double  eagles,  mostly  Mint  State;  the  S.S.  Bnsther Jonathan,  lost  at  sea  in  July  1865, 
which  yielded  slightly  over  1 ,(K)0  gold  coins,  mainly  1865-S;  and  the  latest  in  this 
remarkable  lineup,  the  S.S.  Republic,  lost  in  October  1865,  and  recently  found  by 
! idyssey  Marine  Exploration  Inc.,  yielding  many  different  dates  of  double  eagles 
of  the  18  5(1,  and  early  1860s. 

fJam  the  .S’.. S'.  Central  America, 


816  1857-S  AU-53  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  much  lustre  remaining. 

Unusual  in  that  it  is  not  from  the  S.S.  Central  America  Treasure, 
Instead,  this  piece  seems  to  have  seen  a few  years  in  circulation. 

Lustrous  1861  Double  Eagle 
From  the  S.S.  Republic 


817  1861  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant,  well  struck,  and  highly  lustrous, 

this  piece  is  a treat  to  the  eye,  certainly  as  nice  as  one  could  hope 
to  find  at  the  MS-62  level.  Beyond  that,  and  possibly  even  more 
important,  is  its  link  to  the  fabulous  treasure  recovered  from  the 
S.S.  Republic,  lost  at  sea  in  October  1865,  and  recovered  in  2004 
by  Odyssey  Marine  Exploration,  Inc.  This  and  its  other  coin  com- 
panions were  on  the  way  from  New  York  City  to  New  Orleans, 
stored  in  a keg  we  suppose,  and  probably  intended  to  buy  goods  at 
the  latter  destination — in  an  area  in  which  paper  money  was  largely 
distrusted  and,  in  any  event,  was  sharply  devalued  in  comparison 
to  gold  coins. 

Treasure  coins  have  a special  appeal  all  their  own.  We  can  readily  envision  that 
this  coin  would  be  ideal  for  inclusion  in  a type  set  while,  at  the  same  time,  its  aura 
stands  enhanced  by  its  pedigree with  many  association  items  available,  includ- 

ing a National  Geographic  presentation  on  the  treasure  recovery. 

From  the  S.S,  Republic. 

Lustrous  1862-S  $20 


818  1862-S  AU-55  (NGC).  It  is  a pleasant  pursuit  to  collect  double  e.tglcs 

by  date  and  mintmark  varieties,  inasmuch  as  the  vast  majority'  ofLil"!- 
erty  Head  issues  are  fairly  inexpensive.  A good  objective  tor  the  early 
issues  is  high  level  EF  or  AU,  punctuated  by  a few  varieties  that  are 
available  in  higher  preservation  tfom  treasure  finds.  The  pa-sent  18(>2- 
S at  AU-55  seems  to  be  a good  candidate  for  such  a collection. 
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811  Quintette  of  Liberty  double  eagles:  ☆ 1863-S  Net  VF-35  ☆ 
1879-S  Net  VF-25  ☆ 1898  Net  HF-40  ☆ 1902-S  Net  EF-40  ☆ 1907 
Net  EF-40.  All  are  finer  for  sharpness  but  have  been  cleaned  at 
one  time.  (Total;  5 pieces) 

Lustrous  1864-S  Double  Eagle 


820  1864-S  AU-58  (NGC).  An  attractive  example,  highly  lustrous, 

and  very  appealing  overall.  Double  eagles  of  this  date  and  mint  are 
fairly  scarce  in  comparison  to  later  issues,  and  mostly  trace  their 
pedigrees  to  the  treasure  from  the  S.S.  Brother Jonathan.  However, 
the  ancestry  of  this  particular  piece  is  not  stated. 

Lustrous  AU  1864-S  $20 


821  1864-S  AU-55  (NGC).  A light  yellow  gold  specimen.  Signifi- 
cant lustre  still  remains,  particularly  on  the  reverse.  Another  af- 
fordable issue. 

822  Pair  of  Liberty  double  eagles  grading  VF-30:  ☆ 1867-S.  Yel- 
low gold  surfaces  with  a couple  of  reverse  planchet  flaws  noted  ☆ 
1899-S.  Pale  rose-gold  surfaces.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

823  Quartette  of  Liberty  double  eagles  grading  EF-45:  ☆ 1870-S 
☆ 1874-S  ☆ 1877  ☆ 1879-S.  All  with  attractive  medium  gold  sur- 
faces. (Total:  4 pieces) 

824  Quartette  of  NGC-certified  double  eagles:  ☆ 1873  Open  3. 
AU-58  ☆ 1874-S  AU-55  ☆ 1877-S  AU-58  ☆ 1900-S  MS-61.  Each 
is  lustrous  and  attractive  with  lovely  rose  toning.  (Total:  4 pieces) 

825  Quintette  of  Liberty  double  eagles  grading  AU-50:  ☆ 1873 
Open  3 ☆ 1877-S  ☆ 1893-S  ☆ 1899-S  ☆ 1907.  All  are  lustrous  with 
attractive  golden  surfaces.  (Total:  5 pieces) 

826  Quintette  of  Liberty  double  eagles  grading  Net  EF-45:  ☆ 

1873-S  Open  3 ☆ 1877  ☆ 1894  ☆ 1896-S  ☆ 1897-S.  All  are  finer 
for  sharpness  but  have  been  cleaned  at  one  time.  (Total:  5 pieces) 

827  Quartette  of  Liberty  double  eagles:  ☆ 1875-S  Net  EF-45  ☆ 
1893  Net  EF-45  ☆ 1897  Net  EF-45  ☆ 1904  Net  AU-55.  Each  is 
finer  for  sharpness  but  has  been  cleaned.  (Total:  4 piccc.s) 


828  Quintette  of  Liberty  double  eagles  grading  EF-45:  ☆ 1876  ; 
1878  ☆ 1879  ☆ 1895  ☆ 1905-S.  Each  with  medium  to  light  yellow 
gold  surfaces.  (Total;  5 pieces) 

Mint  State  1876-S  Double  Eagle 
Especially  Attractive 


829  1876-S  MS-62  (NGC)  . As  the  speciahst  knows  well,  double  eagles 
certified  as  MS-62  can  have  all  sorts  of  different  degrees  of  eye 
appeal.  The  present  piece  ranks  high  in  desirabiUty.  To  be  sure, 
the  obverse  shows  contact  marks,  including  on  Miss  Liberty’s 
cheek.  The  reverse  shows  fewer  and  probably  can  be  graded  finer 
separately.  The  lustre  is  deep,  rich,  and  frosty,  generating  a coin 
that  is  significantly  nicer  than  that  usually  encountered. 

830  Quartette  of  Liberty  double  eagles  grading  AU-50:  ☆ 1876-S 
☆ 1883-S  ☆ 1896  ☆ 1904-S.  Each  is  lustrous  and  attractive  with 
some  having  a hint  of  rose.  (Total:  4 pieces) 

831  Half  dozen  Liberty  double  eagles:  ☆ 1877-S  Net  EF-40;  sharp- 
ness of  AU-50,  cleaned  ☆ 1884-S  Net  VF-35;  sharpness  ofEF-45, 
cleaned  ☆ 1885-S  Net  EF-40;  sharpness  of  AU-50,  cleaned  ☆ 1899 
Net  EF-40;  sharpness  of  AU-50,  cleaned  ☆ 1901-S  Net  EF-45; 
sharpness  of  AU-50,  cleaned  ☆ 1902-S  Net  EF-45;  sharpness  of 
AU-50,  cleaned.  (Total:  6 pieces) 


832  1878  MS-62  (PCGS).  A sharply  struck  and  highly  lustrous  ex- 
ample. Warm  yellow-orange  color. 

833  Quintette  of  Liberty  double  eagles:  ☆ 1878-S  VF-30  H 1879-S 
VF-30  ☆ 1883-S  VF-25  ☆ 1890-S  VF-30  ☆ 1901-S  VF-30.  All 
with  medium  gold  surfaces.  (Total:  5 pieces) 

834  Quartette  of  Liberty  double  eagles  grading  VF-30:  ☆ 1879-S 
☆ 1882-S  ☆ 1900-S  ☆ 1905-S.  Each  with  deep  gold  surfaces.  (To- 
tal: 4 pieces) 

835  Trio  ofLiberty  double  eagles  grading  EF-40:  ☆ 1880-S^  1883- 
S ☆ 1888-S.  Each  with  golden  yellow  surfaces.  (Total;  3 pieces) 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  RARITIES 
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High-Grade  1881-S  $20 


836  1881-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  A lustrous  example,  nicely  struck,  of  an 

issue  which  is  as  common  as  can  be  in  MS-60  grade,  listing  forjust 
S80()  in  the  Guide  Book,  but  which  is  very  hard  to  find  in  MS-63. 
The  present  coin  is  just  a shade  below  MS-63,  checking  in  at  MS- 
62.  The  lustre  is  deep  and  rich.  Scattered  marks  on  both  sides.  If 
your  numismatic  budget  will  not  stretch  to  MS-63,  then  perhaps 
this  pleasing  MS-62  coin  is  the  one  for  you. 


837  1890-CCEF-45  (PCGS).  Light  yellow  gold.  Some  lustre  remains 

in  protected  areas  of  the  obverse,  and  more  than  half  the  lustre  is 
seen  on  the  reverse.  A highly  affordable  example  of  a Carson  City 
double  eagle,  a popular  date  in  a popular  collecting  category. 


838  1890-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  somewhat  prooflike.  Ex- 

tensive bagmarks  on  both  sides,  made  more  prominent  by  the 
prooflike  character.  Very  sharply  struck. 


839  Quintette  of  Liberty  double  eagles:  ☆ 1891-S  AU-58  ☆ 1894- 

S AU-55  EL  ☆ 1895-S  AU-55  ☆ 1906-S  AU-55  ☆ 1907  AU-55. 
Each  is  lustrous  and  attractive  with  golden  yellow  surfaces.  (Total: 
5 pieces) 


Prooflike  1893-CC  $1 


840  1893-CC  MS-62  PL  (SEGS).  A brilliant  specimen,  completely 
prooflike  on  both  sides,  from  the  last  year  of  coinage  operations  at 
the  Carson  City  Mint.  The  prooflike  characteristic,  certain  to  be 
called  DMPL  if  this  were  a silver  dollar,  brings  good  news  and  bad 
news.  The  mirror  surface  accents  contact  marks,  which  can  be  dis- 
tracting. On  the  other  hand,  for  double  eagles,  much  more  so  than 
for  silver  dollars,  DMPL  coins  ofbranch  mints  are  hardly  ever  seen. 
We  imagine  that  the  double  eagle  specialist  will  want  to  inspect 
this  coin  and  contemplate  what  action  to  take. 

841  1894  MS-61  PL  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  highly  prooflike  surfaces, 
the  latter  somewhat  unusual.  Not  rare,  but  certainly  popular. 


Choice  Mint  State  1900  $20 


842  1900  MS-64  (PCGS).  A choice  example  both  from  the  aspect  of 

grading  and  also  from  eye  appeal,  the  two  not  necessarily  going 
together  in  many  instances.  The  surfaces  are  orange  gold  and  highly 
lustrous.  A small  mark  is  seen  on  Miss  Liberty’s  chin,  probably 
keeping  this  from  the  MS-65  classification. 
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1903  Proof  $20  Rarity 

Superb  Eye  Appeal 


(2x  photo) 


843  1903  Proof-64  (PCGS).  While  certified  at  “only”  Proof-64,  it  is 

worth  noting  that  just  a single  coin  has  heen  given  a higher  grade 
by  PCGS.  The  present  piece  is  beautiful,  rich  orange-yellow,  and 
has  not  been  “brightened”  or  improved  in  any  way.  Of  the  158 
Proofs  struck,  quite  a few  have  become  damaged  or  lost.  Most  prob- 
ably the  coin  offered  here  is  among  the  top  20  or  30  in  all  of  nu- 
mismatics, taking  into  consideration  that  certification  numbers 
might  represent  events,  rather  than  different  coins. 

PCGS  Population:  20;  1 finer  (Proof-65). 


844  1904  MS-63  PL  (NGC).  Although  the  1904  is  not  rare  as  a date, 

with  a prooflike  surface  as  here,  it  is  not  often  seen.  As  such,  in  the 
context  of  such  pieces  it  is  quite  unusual. 


845  1904  MS-63  PL  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  nearly  full  prooflike  sur- 

face. The  number  of  prooflike  1904  double  eagles  is  in  the  distinct 
minority. 


846  1904  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  very  attractive,  one 

of  the  nicest  you  will  ever  see  within  the  MS-63  designation. 


847  1904-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  The  1904-S  double  eagle  is  one  of  the 

most  plentiful  coins  in  numismatics,  furnishing  an  opportunity  for 
the  entry-level  collector.  Among  those  classified  as  MS-64  the 
piece  here  has  exceptional  eye  appeal.  As  such  it  is  worthy  of  more 
than  a passing  glance. 
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Rare  1905  Double  Eagle 


848  1905  MS-62  (PCGS).  A richly  lustrous  specimen  of  one  of  the 

scarcer  20th-century  dates,  this  1905  double  eagle  has  much  to 
recommend  it.  It  is  popular  to  put  together  a collection  of  as  many 
different  double  eagles  as  possible,  from  the  late  19th  and  early 
20th  centuries.  In  such  an  endeavor  the  1905  is  key. 


Elusive  1906  Proof  $20 

Doubly  Rare  Double  Eagle 


(2x  photo) 

849  1906  Proof-64  Cameo  (NGC).  A brilliant,  beautiful  example  of 

this  doubly  rare  coin — rare  as  a Proof  and  also  rare  as  a date,  for 
high-grade  circulation  strikes  are  few  and  far  between.  Mint  records 
show  that  just  94  Proofs  were  struck  this  year,  of  which  a number 
have  been  lost,  stolen,  strayed,  or  spent.  Among  those  that  sur- 
vive, this  piece  is  no  doubt  in  the  top  several  dozen  from  the  stand- 
point of  beauty  and  grade  combined.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are 


fOi 


rich  warm  yellow-orange.  The  striking  is  exquisite  and  everything 
else  is  ideal. 

NGC  Census:  9;  5 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-66  Cameo  finest). 

Although  this  has  been  designated  as  “Cameo,”  Proof  double  eagles  1902 
and  later  have  slightly  polished  features  to  the  portrait,  not  frosty  cameo,  this 
being  true  of  all  examples — and  quite  different  from  the  portraits  of  decades 
before.  The  present  piece  has  a bright  satiny  aspect  to  Miss  Liberty,  quite  at- 
tractive. 
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Superb  Gem  MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief  $20 

Exceptional  Quality 


(2x  photo) 


850  MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief,  Wire  Rim.  MS-66  (PCGS). 

Offered  here  is  a truly  exceptional  example  of  America’s  favorite 
coin — a well-struck  and  absolutely  gorgeous  specimen  certified  at 
an  unusually  high  grade.  Often  grading  numbers  can  be  one  thing 
and  true  quality  another,  but  the  present  piece  scores  high  marks 
in  both  areas. 

The  story  of  the  MCMVII  is  one  of  the  favorite  twice-told  tales  in  Ameri- 
can numismatics.  In  1905  President  Theodore  Roosevelt  contracted  with 
Augustus  Saint-Gaudens,  America’s  most  famous  sculptor,  residing  in  Cornish, 
New  Hampshire,  to  redesign  the  entire  American  coinage  from  the  cent  to  the 
double  eagle.  Roosevelt  felt  that  current  pieces  were  rather  insipid  in  their  ap- 
pearance, not  at  all  like  the  beautiful  ancient  Greek  coins  he  had  observed  on 
view  at  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  Might  not  art  and  sculptured  relief  be  pos- 
sible for  American  coins  as  well?  Roosevelt  thought  so,  did  some  investigation 
at  his  end,  and  arranged  for  the  artist  to  prepare  designs. 

In  1905  and  1906  Saint-Gaudens  prepared  sketches  and  models,  including 
for  the  cent,  $10  and  $20.  However,  he  was  in  failing  health,  and  by  the  time  he 
passed  away,  on  August  3,  1907,  his  work  had  not  been  completed.  The  cent 
never  went  beyond  the  concept  stage,  but  the  Indian  Head  $10  and  the  High 
Relief  $20  were  essentially  done,  with  finishing  details  provided  by  his  assistant 


Henry  Hering.  All  along  the  way,  ChiefEngraver  Charles  E.  Barber  at  the  Phila- 
delphia Mint  resisted  the  intrusion  of  an  outside  artist  in  what  he  felt  was  his 
right — to  design  circulating  coinage.  Roosevelt  pursued  onward,  with  his  cor- 
respondence with  Saint-Gaudens  giving  a very  interesting  insight  into  politics, 
art,  and  lines  of  command.  Barber  said  that  the  high  relief  design  was  impracti- 
cal and  could  not  be  used  on  high  production  presses.  Roosevelt  countered  by 
saying  that  he  did  not  care  much  about  this,  and  if  only  one  coin  could  be  struck 
per  day  that  was  fine.  The  end  result  was  somewhat  of  a compromise:  12,367 
examples  of  the  MCMVII  High  Relief  $20  were  struck  carefully  on  a hydraulic 
press,  requiring  three  blows  of  each  impression.  Once  this  was  done  and 
Roosevelt  was  satisfied.  Barber  had  a field  day  revising  the  design,  lowering  the 
relief,  dispensing  with  the  Roman  numerals,  and  otherwise  changing  the  art- 
istry. This  isolated  the  MCMVII  as  the  only  coin  of  its  type. 

Fortunately  for  present  day  numismatists,  the  MCMVII  was  a sensation  when 
examples  were  first  released  into  circulation  in  December  1907.  Bank  tellers 
and  others  saved  all  they  could  find,  and  soon  they  sold  at  a premium,  $25  and 
then  $30.  Years  later,  as  the  passion  faded,  many  were  turned  in  and  spent,  in- 
cluding in  the  1930s  when  the  government  called  in  all  gold  coins.  However,  it 
is  likely  that  somewhat  over  6,000  pieces  did  survive,  these  constituting  ex- 
amples available  to  the  collecting  community  today.  Among  these,  relatively 
few  are  graded  as  high  as  the  one  offered  here. 
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MCMVII  High  Relief  Double  Eagle 

Choice  Mint  State 


MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief,  Wire  Rim.  MS-63  (PCGS). 

Another  example  of  the  famous  MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief,  this 
piece  checks  in  at  the  MS-63  level  by  PCGS  and  will  appeal  to  a 
wide  audience.  Some  contact  marks  are  seen  in  the  left  obverse 
field,  mentioned  here  as  an  expanded  description. 

Of  the  slightly  over  6,tX)0  examples  estimated  to  e.xist  today  of  this  variety, 
grades  range  from  VF  to  EF,  damaged,  up  to  gem  Mint  State.  The  present  piece  is 
perhaps  about  m the  middle,  fairly  high  in  grade  but  certainly  not  in  the  upper 
echelons  of  price. 


Choice  MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief  $20 


(2x  photo) 

852  MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief,  Wire  Rim.  MS-63  (NGC). 

Another  example  of  “America’s  most  wanted”  coin,  a variety  that 
plays  to  an  everlasting  audience  of  enthusiasts,  the  numismatic 
equivalent  of  The  Fantasticks  off  Broadway  in  New  York  or  The 
Mouse  Trap  in  London.  The  present  piece  shows  the  relief  elements 
nicely  and  has  excellent  visual  appeal. 

Lustrous  MCMVII  $20 


853  MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief,  Wire  Rim.  AU-58.  A lustrous 
specimen,  attractive  overall,  but  with  some  rim  nicks,  particularly 
on  the  reverse.  Lightly  cleaned  long  ago.  A piece  that  should  be 
examined  before  bidding  in  order  to  evaluate  the  variables. 
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Affordable  MCMVII  $20 


854  MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief,  Flat  Rim.  Net  EF-40,  sharp- 
ness of  AU-50.  An  example  that  has  been  polished  and  which  has 
some  scratches  and  abrasions,  but  still  displays  the  high  relief  de- 
sign to  good  advantage.  As  there  are  variables  that  affect  the  value, 
we  suggest  that  you  examine  it  in  person  and  bid  afterward.  Quite 
possibly  this  is  an  opportunity  for  the  budget-minded  buyer. 


Gem  1907  Arabic  Date  $20 


855  1907  MS-65  (PCGS).  A lustrous  specimen  of  the  so-called  “Ara- 

bic Date,”  possibly  better  called  a European  Date,  but  in  any  event, 
in  plainly  readable  numerals.  Such  coins  were  minted  only  in  De- 
cember 1907  during  which  time  the  Philadelphia  Mint  turned  out 
361,667  examples,  or  less  than  1/1 0th  of  the  same  design  produced 
in  1908  when  production  went  into  truly  high  gear. 

The  present  piece  has  rich  and  quite  beautiful  lustre,  with  a 
hint  ofblue  iridescence,  and  may  have  been  from  an  old-time  state- 
side collection  rather  than  a foreign  bank  hoard.  Within  the  pa- 
rameters of  MS-65  it  is  of  very  nice  quality.  Consider  this  for  type 
set  purposes,  to  illustrate  the  first  year  of  the  1907-1908  No  Motto 
design. 


Choice  1907  “Arabic  Date”  $20 


856  1907  MS-64.  A lustrous  specimen,  splendid  in  every  respect. 


Superb  Gem  1908  No  Motto  $20 


857  1908  No  Motto.  MS-66  (NGC).  A splendid  specimen,  highly 

lustrous  and  very  attractive.  Quite  possibly  from  the  famous  Wells, 
Fargo  hoard  of  19,900  pieces  (mostly  in  lower  grades  than  this), 
but  not  so  marked  on  the  holder.  In  any  event  it  is  an  attractive 
example  of  the  most  readily  available  issue  of  this  short-lived  de- 
sign type. 


Gem  1908  No  Motto  $20 


858  1908  No  Motto.  MS-65  (NGC).  Deeply  lustrous  with  warm 
orange-gold  patination,  this  piece  is  probably  not  from  the  famous 
Wells-Fargo  hoard  (such  tending  to  be  somewhat  lighter  in  color). 
A splendid  specimen  to  behold,  this  coin  will  be  ideal  for  inclu- 
sion in  a type  set. 

859  Pair  of  Saint-Gaudens  double  eagles  grading  MS-63:  ☆ 1908 
No  Motto.  Lustrous  olive-gold  ☆ 1927.  Lustrous  golden  yellow 
surfaces.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

860  Trio  of  Saint-Gaudens  double  eagles:  ☆ 1908  No  Motto.  MS- 
60.  Frosty  lustre  with  hints  of  olive  ☆ 1910-S  MS-60.  Lustrous 
with  light  obverse  scratches  '(t  1924  AU-58.  Lustrous  and  attrac- 
tive. (Total:  3 pieces) 

861  Quintette  of  double  eagles:  ☆ 1909/8  Net  EF-40;  sharpness  of 
AU-50,  cleaned  ☆ 1910-S  Net  EF-40;  sharpness  ofEF-45,  cleaned 
☆ 1911  Net  EF-45;  sharpness  of  AU-55,  cleaned  ☆ 1922  MS-60. 
Lightly  cleaned  ☆ 1925  AU-58.  Lightly  cleaned  at  one  time.  (To- 
tal: 5 pieces) 

862  Quartette  of  double  eagles:  ☆ 1909  AU-50.  Subdued  rose-gold 
surfaces  ☆ 1909-S  AU-55.  Lustrous  light  yellow  gold  ☆ 1912  EF- 
45.  Lustrous  with  a touch  of  rose  ☆ 1914-S  EF-40.  Lustrous  with 
rose  at  the  devices.  (Total:  4 pieces) 
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Choice  1909-S  Double  Eagle 


863  1909-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A brilliant,  lustrous  example  of  this 
popular  San  Francisco  Mint  double  eagle  variety.  The  fields  are 
pristine.  A very  collectible  and  affordable  grade. 

864  Quartette  of  double  eagles  grading  AU-58:  ☆ 1910  ☆ 1910-D 
☆ 1911-D't^  1924.  All  are  lustrous  and  attractive  with  traces  of  deli- 
cate toning.  (Total:  4 pieces) 

Choice  Mint  State  1911  $20 


867  191 1-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Satiny  lustre  over  well-struck  surfaces. 

Not  rare,  but  attractive  and  quite  affordable. 


865  1911  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  very  attractive,  an 

especially  choice  example  at  the  MS-64  level.  Gold  coins  in  this 
category  are  quite  affordable  and  in  many  instances  sell  for  small 
fractions  of  pieces  graded  just  slightly  higher. 


866  Quartette  double  eagle:  ☆ 1911-D  MS-61.  Lustrous  yellow  gold 
with  hints  ofrose^  191 1-S  MS-60.  Lustrous  and  attractive  ☆ 1913- 
D MS-61.  Lustrous  and  attractive  ☆ 1920  MS-61.  Lustrous  rose 
surfaces.  (Total:  4 pieces) 
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1913- d  ms-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  attractive.  A very 
collectable  grade,  just  short  of  gem  in  the  certification  scheme, 
but  very  pleasing  to  the  eye  and  deeply  lustrous.  A lot  of  value  for 
the  money  is  offered  at  this  level. 

1914- D  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous,  frosty,  and  well  struck.  An- 
other affordable  Saint-Gaudens  double  eagle. 

Quartette  of  double  eagles  grading  MS-62:  ☆ 1914-D  ☆ 1915- 
S ☆ 1923  ☆ 1928.  Each  is  lustrous  and  attractive.  (Total:  4 pieces) 


1914-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A very  attractive 
example. 

1915  MS-62  (NGC).  ILichly  lustrous,  particularly  on  the  reverse. 

1920  MS-62  (NGC).  Lightly  blended  orange-yellow  lustre  is  ofa 
satiny  quality.  Overall  higher  than  MS-62,  except  for  a scrape  in 
the  left  obverse  field  which  mandates  the  given  designation. 

1922  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Extremely  attractive, 
indeed  with  the  beauty  that  one  might  associate  with  an  MS-65  or 
MS-66  coin  (really,  check  it  out!). 


1912  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  yellow  gold.  Highly  lustrous.  An-  j 
other  popular  double  eagle  issue,  very  affordable.  ; 


1913  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  some  light  ton- 
ing. A nice  example  at  this  lower  Mint  State  level. 


Choice  Mint  State  1913-D  $20 
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Gem  1922-S  Double  Eagle 
High  Condition  Census 
Superb  Eye  Appeal 


(2x  photo) 


877  1922-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  The  1922-S  double  eagle  used  to  be  in 

the  “impossible”  category.  In  recent  generations  quite  a few  have 
been  discovered  overseas,  making  the  variety  collectable.  How- 
ever, high  grades,  especially  gem  preservation  as  offered  here,  re- 
main very  difficult  to  find.  Indeed,  in  the  extensive  experience  of 
PCGS,  dating  back  to  1986,  only  five  other  certification  events 
have  taken  place  at  this  level  (not  necessarily  representing  different 
coins),  and  just  one  higher. 

For  the  specialist  in  Saint-Gaudens  twenties  the  present  coin 
is  a rare  find,  one  of  the  highlights  of  the  denomination  in  our 
present  sale. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  1 finer  (MS-66). 


878  1923-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  attractive.  One 

of  the  few  readily  collectable  mintmark  varieties  from  this  decade. 


879  1923-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  attractive.  Well 

worth  owning.  Very  high  quality  within  the  MS-64  grade. 

Gem  1924  Double  Eagle 


880  1924  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  gorgeous  satiny  lustre.  A 
splendid  specimen,  although  not  rare. 

881  Trio  of  1924  Saint-Gaudens  double  eagles  MS-64  (NGC). 

Each  is  lustrous  and  attractive.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

882  Pair  of  double  eagles  grading  MS-64  (NGC):  ☆ 1924.  Lus- 
trous yellow  gold  ☆ 1927.  Lustrous  rose-gold.  (Total:  2 pieces) 
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Choice  Mint  State  1924-S  $20 

Former  Great  Rarity 


(2x  photo) 


883  1924-S  MS-64  (NGC).  What  a lovely  specimen  this  is,  with  sat- 

iny surfaces  and  rich  warm  yellow-gold  hue.  Moreover,  the  piece 
is  w'ell  struck  and  has  relatively  few  contact  marks.  All  told  it  is 
one  of  the  nicest  we  have  seen  in  recent  years.  Most  often  the  1924- 
S is  found  in  lower  grades  than  this,  and  with  many  bagmarks. 

The  general  subject  of  Saint-Gaudens  double  eagles  is  treated 
in  a detailed  article  in  Nmnisnicitk  Sun  #5,  the  current  issue.  At  one 
time  the  1924-S  was  an  incredible  rarity,  considered  to  be  more 
elusive  than  the  1804  silver  dollar!  Afterwards,  examples  were  dis- 
covered in  foreign  hoards.  Today,  the  issue  remains  elusive,  but  is 
not  an  impossible  rarity.  Indeed,  pieces  are  highly  affordable  in 
lower  Mint  State  levels. 


Popular  1924-S  $20 


884  1924-S  MS-63  (SEGS).  Somewhat  subdued  lustre.  Contact  marks 

and  evidence  of  wear  at  the  center  of  the  portrait.  The  coin  is  quite 
scarce  and  very  popular,  a double  eagle  variety  rich  with  tradition. 


Gem  1925  Double  Eagle 


885  1925  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  subdued  satiny  lustre.  A splen- 

did example  of  this  popular  and  readily  collectable  grade. 
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Splendid  1925-D  Rarity  $20 


(2x  photo) 


886  1925-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous,  this  specimen 

has  a lot  of  “spark”  to  its  aspect.  The  1925-D  is  rare,  to  be  sure, 
but  in  today’s  market  there  are  more  known  than  a generation  ago. 


Another  Attractive  1925-D  $20 


(2x  photo) 

887  1925-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  This  piece  is  very  attractive,  deeply  lus- 

trous, with  a warm  orange  gold  hue,  a treat  to  the  eye.  Generally, 
the  typical  scarce  to  rare  mintmark  issue  of  the  mid  to  late  1920s  is 
apt  to  be  in  grades  from  MS-60  to  MS-63.  In  the  MS-64  category, 
as  here,  combined  with  nice  eye  appeal,  examples  are  in  the  mi- 
nority. 

Although  we  have  not  heard  of  anyone  collecting  Saint-Gaudens  double 
eagles  by  die  mrietics,  all  of  the  mintmark  issues  of  this  era  have  the  letters  in 
slightly  different  positions.  The  1925-D  offered  here  has  the  mintmark  slightly 
closer  to  the  bottom  ray,  while  the  preceding  piece  has  the  upper  left  of  the 
mintmark  partly  imbedded  in  the  top  ray,  and  distant  from  the  bottom  ray.  There 
are  no  differences  in  the  dates,  however,  as  all  were  made  from  the  same  master 
die  or  hub.  Only  the  mintmarks  were  separately  added. 
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Splendid  1925-D  Double  Eagle 


A Third  Choice  Example 


(2x  photo) 


888  1925-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous,  splendid,  an  unusually  choice 

example  of  the  1925-D  double  eagle.  Well  struck  and  with  frosty 
lustre.  Attractive  yellow-orange  with  a hint  of  blue.  On  all  counts 
this  1925-D,  stands  as  one  of  the  nicest  to  be  offered  early  in  the 
present  century. 


Appealing  1925-S  $20  Rarity 

Among  Finest  Certified 


(2x  photo) 


889  1925-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  This  is  a very  appealing  1925-S  double 

eagle,  deeply  and  richly  lustrous,  bright,  and  attractive,  ideal  within 
the  MS-63  grade.  Although  the  1925-S  is  not  in  the  realm  ofleg- 
endary  rarities  as  it  was  a few  generations  ago,  still  examples  are 
sufficiently  elusive  that  the  piece  offered  here  is  among  the  top  16 
ever  graded  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  13;  3 finer  (MS-68  finest). 


AMERK:AN  NUMISMAl  ic  rarities 


ri  IH  jKWHl  l.  Ca^LLECTION 


183 


Gem  1926  Double  Eagle 


i 890  1926  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  very  attractive. 

Another  highly  collectable  double  eagle,  a lot  of  coin  for  the  money. 


Once-Famous  1926-S  Double  Eagle 


: 891  1926-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  deeply  lustrous.  A very  at- 

tractive example,  in  fact  one  of  the  nicest  we  have  ever  seen  desig- 
nated MS-62.  At  one  time  the  1926-S  was  exceedingly  famous 
, and  considered  to  be  a great  rarity — details  are  given  in  Dave  Bow- 

; ers’  Official  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Gold  Double  Eagles.  How- 

ever, since  then  many  have  come  to  light  in  foreign  hoards  and 
today,  while  the  1926-S  remains  scarce,  it  is  no  longer  in  the  “im- 
possible” category. 


Gem  1927  Double  Eagle 


892  1927  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Another  very  attrac- 

tive double  eagle  of  a non-rare  date.  Use  this  sale  to  start  your  own 
collection  of  double  eagles,  perhaps  at  first  obtaining  some  of  the 
more  readily  available  issues  such  as  this,  yielding  gem  coins  for 
reasonable  prices. 


Gem  1928  Double  Eagle 


893  1928  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A few  marks  on  the 

higher  areas. 


894  1928  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Some  contact  marks 

in  the  field. 


END  OF  SESSION 
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Baltimore  Ballroom 

Rennaissance  Harhorplace 


PATTERN  COINS 

Our  presentation  of  pattern  coins  contains  many  fascinating  items  high- 
lighted by  a collection  of  one-cent  patterns  collected  in  the  1 930s  and  1 940s 
including  coins  that  have  not  been  viewed  or  studied  by  any  pattern  col- 
lector or  researcher  now  living.  Accordingly,  the  presentation  will  be  a 
delight  and  surprise.  These  came  to  us  with  the  old-time  Adams-Woodin 
attributions  from  the  classic  1913  text  on  the  series  by  Edgar  H.  Adams 
(photography)  and  William  H.  Woodin  (text).  We  have  attributed  these  to 
modern  Judd  and  Pollock  numbers,  easy  enough  to  cross-reference  to  the 
old  AW  numbers  if  desired.  Collected  in  the  days  before  anyone  heard  of 
plastic  coin  holders,  the  pieces  were  carefully  preserved  in  small  envelopes 
or  coin  boxes,  nestled  between  layers  of  cotton. 

Included  in  the  listings  to  follow  are  notable  rarities  and  landmark  pieces, 
such  as  the  1868  “large  cent”  in  copper  and  the  1866  pattern  five  cents 
with  Lincoln  portrait,  to  mention  just  two,  as  well  as  other  pieces  that  may 
not  be  as  valuable,  but  yet,  invite  careful  study.  The  pattern  one-cent  pieces 
of  the  1850s  are  among  these,  as  are  the  1849  silver  three  cent  piece  (a 
combination  of  a half  dime  die  and  quickly  made-up  reverse)  and  certain 
of  the  Standard  Silver  issues  are  in  this  category.  Two  remarkable  pattern 
half  dollars  of  the  significant  date  1877  will  capture  a great  deal  of  atten- 
tion. The  spectacular  1853  pattern  mint  error  is  in  a category  all  by  itself;  we 
have  not  seen  another  like  it,  and  probably  never  will  again. 

Today,  with  the  widespread  popularity  of  the  eighth  edition  of  United 
States  Patterns,  by  Dr.  J.  Hewittjudd  (editorial  material  by  Q.  David  Bowers; 
research  associate  Saul  Teichman;  pricing,  Robert  Hughes),  the  series  is  en- 
thusiastically pursued.  Plans  are  in  process  for  creating  a ninth  edition  of  the 
book,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  it  will  have  updated  prices,  many  new  photo- 
graphs, some  added  technical  details,  and  various  other  features  that  will 
make  it  well  worth  owning.  Announcements  vfill  be  made  later  in  the  year. 

Patterns  form  a fascinating  area  of  study  and  pursuit,  what  might  have  been 
but  wasn’t  in  the  unfolding  panorama  of  American  coinage.  Wliile  issues  were 
made  earlier  and  later,  the  vast  majority  of  pieces  collectable  today  date  from 
the  1850s  through  the  early  1870s.  From  that  point  through  the  mid  1880s 
issues  tend  to  be  rare,  and  after  that,  extremely  rare.  Unfortunately  for  numis- 
matic posterity  and  the  enjoyment  of  everyone,  the  Mint  no  longer  kept  up 
the  production  of  pattern  coins  in  the  late  19th  century  or  during  the  20th 
century,  so  as  to  make  pieces  available  for  numismatic  purposes. 

One  enduring  problem  with  patterns  is  the  supply  of  them.  Even  the 
most  plentiful  patterns  are  apt  to  be  rare  in  an  absolute  sense.  It  may  come 


as  a surprise  that  such  items  as  the  1856  Flying  Eagle  cent  and  the  1879 
Flowing  Hair  $4  Stella,  both  patterns  and  listed  in  the  Guide  Book,  are 
among  the  most  often  seen  issues.  And  yet,  because  they  are  publicized 
they  are  also  among  the  most  expensive.  Available  elsewhere,  including  in 
the  present  listing,  are  many  pieces  that  are  far  rarer,  but  at  market  values 
that  seem  to  be  very  modest.  As  such,  the  listings  to  follow  contain  many 
important  opportunities! 

Choice  Proof  1851  Cent  Pattern 
J-130  Restrike,  High  Rarity-7 
Copper,  Imperforate 
Tied  for  Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 


phol 

1001  Undated  (1851)  pattern  cent.  J-130,  P-154.  Rarity-7+.  Re- 
strike.  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  Copper.  Plain  edge.  Type  with 
CENT  and  ONE  TENTH  SILVER  around  concentric  central 
circles  on  obverse,  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  around 
wreath  and  inner  circle  on  reverse — the  circles  are  punched  out 
on  the  perforate  examples  of  similar  patterns.  A generous  amount 
of  mint  orange,  mainly  in  the  fields,  mingles  with  warm  brown 
highlights  on  both  sides.  A few  central  flecks  can  be  seen  on  the 
reverse,  otherwise  there  are  no  shortcomings  worthy  of  mention. 
According  to  information  aboutJ-130  gathered  at  Saul  Teichman's 
uspattcrns.com  website,  “these  are  believed  to  be  restrikes.  About  a 
half  dozen  are  knowm.”  The  present  piece  is  tied  for  finest  certi- 
fied of  the  variety,  within  any  designation,  by  PCGS,  a definite 
plus  where  dedicated  pattern  collectors  arc  concerned. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 
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Top  Population  1851  J-131a 

Superb  Gem 


called  Proo/'here,  as  elsewhere,  but  from  unpolished  dies,  probably 
better  called  Mint  State.  The  obverse  and  reverse  designs  are  of  the 
annular  or  ring  style,  intended  to  be  perforated  at  the  center,  but 
on  this  example  solid.  The  motif  is  a simple  one,  consisting  mostly 
of  lettering,  plus  a basic  wreath,  created  to  illustrate  the  concept, 
not  to  propose  a specific  design. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer. 

These  and  related  pieces  are  restrikes  made  at  a later  date,  probably  circa 
1859  through  the  1860s. 


1002  1851  pattern  cent.  Ring  style.  J-131A,  P-156.  Rarity-7+. 
Proof-66  (PCGS).  Nickel.  Reeded  edge.  A splendid  specimen. 


An  American  Numismatic  Showpiece 
Incredible  Mint  Error  Pattern 
First  Seen 


1003  1853  pattern  cent.  Liberty  Head.  60%  off  center.  J-151,  P- 
178.  Rarity-6-.  Proof-63  (NGC).  Copper  nickel.  Thick 
planchet.  Incredibly,  60%  off  center!  All  bets  will  be  off!  The  room 
will  be  up  for  grabs!  Excitement  will  prevail!  We  don’t  know'  but  we 
assume  that  some  or  aO  of  this  will  happen  when  the  present  coin 
crosses  the  auction  block  in  our  sale.  Pattern  coins  that  are  also  sig- 
nificant mint  errors  are  as  rare  as  passenger  pigeons,  white-winged 
black  birds,  or  even  hen’s  teeth.  In  brief,  although  here  at  ANR  the 
cataloguers  have  seen  just  about  everything  there  is  to  see,  this  is 
truly  a first!  In  fact,  when  it  arrived  andjohn  Pack  unwrapped  it,  he 
hurried  around  to  show  it  to  everyone. 

The  coin  itself  is  virtual  perfection,  probably  Proof-65  or  even 
higher.  However,  the  coin  itself  constitutes  only  about  40%  of  the 
product.  The  rest  is  the  raw  planchet  used  to  strike  the  coin,  with 


planchet  preparation  marks,  etc.,  still  visible.  This  planchet  seems 
to  have  been  the  matrix  for  the  grading  number  assigned.  Ofcourse, 
a planchet  for  just  about  anything,  including  a gem  Proof  is  apt  to 
be  in  a lower  grade  before  the  dies  are  impressed. 

As  patterns  such  as  this  were  struck  one  at  a time  (carefully 
according  to  conventional  wisdom),  and  on  a medal  press,  any  that 
were  imperfect  were  apt  to  be  discovered  and  discarded.  Obvi- 
ously, this  piece  was  not.  The  scenario  is  not  known,  but  it  may 
have  been  preserved  as  a curiosity  by  someone  involved.  For  ex- 
ample, Chief  Engraver  James  B.  Longacre  had  numismatic  inter- 
est and  from  time  to  time  saved  items  that  captured  his  fancy,  in- 
cluding an  1848  CAL  quarter  eagle  and  some  varieties  of  patterns. 
This  piece  does  not  relate  its  history,  other  than  that  we  know  it 
appeared  once  before  in  numismatic  circles,  in  Barney  Bluestone’s 
sale  ofjune  1940,  Lot  508,  where  it  was  purchased  for  inclusion  in 
the  present  collection,  now  an  estate. 

Considering  the  entire  range  of  patterns  in  thejudd  book,  over 
1,800  varieties,  we  are  not  aware  of  a single  other  mint  error  that 
can  hold  a candle  to  the  presently  offered  coin.  We  can  readily 
imagine  that  for  the  pattern  specialist  this  will  be  the  coin  of  coins, 
the  showpiece  of  showpieces. 

As  to  its  value,  this  will  be  decided  when  the  sale  takes  place. 
Estimates  have  ranged  from  a few  thousand  dollars  upward,  but  to 
add  another  catch  phrase  to  the  mix,  “anything  goes,”  and  we’ll  all 
see  what  happens. 

Weight:  57.6  grains. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection.  Purchased  from  Barney  Bluestone’s 
sale  ofjune  1940,  Lot  508. 
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1853  Liberty  Head  Pattern  Cent 

$2.50  Obverse  Die 


1004  1853  pattern  cent.  Liberty  Head.  J-151,  P-178.  Rarity-6-. 
Proof-62  (NGC).  Copper  nickel.  Reeded  edge.  Thin  planchet. 
A splendid  specimen,  pristine  save  for  some  gray  toning  and  some 
light  spotting.  Perhaps  the  market  value  is  Proof-62,  but  in  the 
estimation  of  the  cataloguer  a better  description  would  be:  “MS- 
65  (not  Proof)  or  finer,  needle  sharp  strike,  but  with  numerous 
flecks  on  obverse  and  reverse.” 

The  present  pattern  is  one  of  the  more  curious  in  the  series,  in 
that  it  was  struck  quickly,  by  taking  an  existing  obverse  die  for  a 
circulation  strike  (not  Proof)  quarter  eagle,  and  mating  it  with  a 
reverse  prepared  at  the  Mint  simply  to  show  the  concept — with 
the  words  ONE/CENT  far  too  widely  spaced  for  aesthetic  treat- 
ment. 

Weight:  40.4  grains 

NGC  Census:  1;  3 finer  (Proof-66  finest). 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


Incredibly  Fine  1854  Pattern  Cent 
“Liberty  Seated”  Design 
Solo  Top  NGC  Coin 


(2x  photo) 

1005  1854  pattern  cent.  Liberty  Seated  obverse,  reverse  with 
wreath  and  inscription.  J-159A,  P-186.  Rarity-6+.  Proof-65 
RB  (NGC).  Copper  electrotype.  An  electrotype,  made  at  the 
Mint,  catalogued  as  such,  and  long  a classic. 

This  pattern  is  one  of  the  most  curious  in  the  American  series. 
A hurry-up  call  was  made  for  a design  to  test  the  concept  of  a 
smaller  diameter  issue  made  in  copper,  apparently  prior  to  the  us- 
ing of  Flying  Eagle  and  Liberty  Head  dies.  An  existing,  already 
struck  1854  Liberty  Seated  silver  dollar  was  put  into  the  Contamin 
portrait  lathe  and  with  a stylus  copied  in  a pantograph  manner, 
reducing  the  design  to  the  diameter  of  about  a quarter  dollar,  as 
here  offered.  No  attempt  was  made  to  finesse  the  die,  and  the 
present  piece  demonstrates  the  circular  lathe  lines  emanating  from 
the  center.  The  sweeping  pantograph  process  necessarily  elimi- 
nated certain  of  the  details,  giving  the  coin  the  quick  appearance  of 
“1851”  as  the  crossbar  of  the  4 is  no  longer  present.  The  reverse  die 
was  a separate  production,  a wreath  made  up  probably  by  Longacre, 
to  which  the  numeral  1 and  the  inscription  CENT  were  added. 

Weight:  73.1  grains. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 

1854  Pattern  Cent 

Judd-160 


1006  1854  pattern  cent.  Liberty  Head.  J-160,  P-187.  Rarity-4. 
Proof-65  BN  (NGC).  Copper.  Plain  edge.  Rich  leather  brown 
surfaces.  Well  struck.  A nice  representative  of  one  of  many  pattern 
cent  experiments  of  the  era. 

NGC  Census:  14;  7 finer  {Proof-66  BN  finest). 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  ILARITIES 


ISS 


The  Jewell  Cc:)Llectk)n 


Superb  1854  Flying  Eagle  Cent 

None  Finer  Graded 


(2x  photo) 


1007  1854  pattern  cent.  Flying  Eagle.  J-164,  P-189.  Rarity-5.  Proof- 
67  BN  (NGC).  Bronze.  Plain  edge.  A superb  piece,  marvelous  in 
Its  eye  appeal,  and  sturdily  reinforced  by  its  status  as  one  of  two  graded 
at  this  level,  with  none  finer.  Moreover  the  striking  is  so  superb  that 
every  eagle  feather  can  be  studied  in  detail.  As  if  this  were  not  enough, 
the  piece  is  rich  leather  brown,  with  splashes  of  electric  blue.  It  is 
pretty  as  a picture,  and  in  this  condition  a notable  rarity. 

Weight:  97.75  grains. 

NCfC  Census:  2;  none  finer. 

In  1854,  after  certain  patterns  were  produced  on  a catch  as  catch  can  matter, 
such  as  using  a quarter  eagle  die  for  the  previously  offered  1853  pattern  cent  and 
copying  an  1854  silverdollar  for  the  obverse  of]- 159a,  the  Mint  became  a bit  more 
serious.  Chief  Engraver  James  B.  Longacre  brought  out  from  hiding  a hub  die 
created  by  Christian  Gobrecht  circa  1838,  featuring  a flying  eagle  design  said  to 
have  been  modeled  by  “Peter,”  a mascot  at  the  Mint  who  could  come  and  go 
through  an  opening.  The  details  are  e.xquisite,  as  might  be  e.xpected  of  Gobrecht’s 
work.  Seemingly  Gobrecht  considered  this  to  be  an  improvement  upon  his  some- 
what similar  flying  eagle  of  1836  (as  used  on  the  dollar  of  that  year  and,  years  later, 
on  the  Flying  Eagle  cent).  Or  perhaps  the  present  rendition  of  the  national  bird 
was  simply  an  experiment.  Whatever  the  reason,  it  was  first  employed  on  the  re- 
verse of  certain  pattern  half  dollars  of  1838.  The  reverse  of  the  present  pattern  is  an 
original  concept,  a wreath  and  inscription  styled  after  the  contemporary  copper 
cent  then  in  circulation  but  with  different  proportions,  and  with  the  entire  piece 
being  of  reduced  diameter. 

In  this  era  the  Mint  desired  to  eliminate  the  traditional  “large”  copper  cent  and 
to  produce  a lighter  weight  substitute.  The  price  of  copper  was  rising,  threatening  to 
disturb  a little  prerogative  the  Mint  had  had  since  the  beginning;  copper  coins  (but 
not  Sliver  or  gold)  struck  at  the  Mint  could  be  for  the  private  profit  of  the  Mint,  this 
being  determined  by  the  difference  between  the  cost  of  goods  and  production  and 
the  face  value.  The  lower  the  cost  of  metal,  the  higher  the  profit.  Precisely  for  this 
reason  the  production  of  copper  coins  had  been  more  or  less  continuous  since  1793, 
uvefor  1815.  Indeed,  in  1816,  only  copper  coins  were  struck.  In  contrast,  silver  and 
gold  in  the  early  years  were  produced  specifically  to  the  request  of  depositors,  with  a 
small  service  charge  being  made,  hardly  enough  to  yield  a profit.  In  1854,  the  year  of 
the  present  pattern,  no  doubt  calculations  were  made  to  show  how  profitable  a piece 
such  as  this  (Tyitig  c-iglc  co’’'  could  be.  As  is  well  known,  the  experiments  for  these 


cents  continued  through  1855,  then  in  1856  culminated  in  an  even  smaller  com,  the 
copper-nickel  Flying  Eagle  cent  ofjust  72  grains. 

Not  only  would  a profit  be  made  by  having  a reduced-weight  standard  adopted 
for  the  cent  but,  beyond  that.  Mint  personnel  would  be  kept  busy.  This  was  an 
important  consideration,  as  dramatically  showcased  a few  years  later  when  it  was 
found  that  large  unnecessary  amounts  of  gold  dollars  were  being  made  at  the  Mint 
just  to  keep  people  busy.  The  details  of  this  are  expected  to  be  included  in  a new 
ANR  Pedigree  Series  book  now  under  preparation  by  John  Dannreuther  and  Q. 
David  Bowers  (more  details  to  be  announced  later  in  the  year). 

From  the  Floi^an  Pond  Collection. 

Splendid  1855  Flying  Eagle  Cent 
NGC  Condition  Census 


1008  1855  pattern  cent.  Flying  Eagle.  J-168,  P-193.  Rarity-4. 
Proof-65  BN  (NGC).  Bronze.  Plain  edge.  Another  splendid 
pattern,  a lovely  match  for  the  preceding  though  not  assigned  an 
equivalent  grade.  The  color  is  about  the  same,  rich  leather  brown 
with  flashes  of  blue.  The  dies  were  quickly  made  up  with  no 
thought  of  imparting  a highly  polished  Proof  surface  to  them,  with 
the  result  that  prominent  diagonal  striae  are  seen  on  both  sides.  At 
the  rim  at  the  top,  not  particularly  easy  to  see,  there  seems  to  be  a 
“cud”  or  filled  area,  adding  interest — this  commencing  from  about 
the  12:00  position  and  ending  at  4:00.  The  design  is  essentially  the 
same  as  the  foregoing,  except  for  the  date  1855.  Once  again  the 
eagle,  reduced  from  the  motif  used  on  the  1838  pattern  half  dollar, 
has  incredibly  sharp  details.  The  reverse  die  on  this  piece  is  differ- 
ent from  that  used  in  1854,  a quick  marker  being  the  guide  listed 
in  the  Judd  reference — the  1855  as  here  offered  has  four  leaves 
under  the  E (STATES)  while  the  1854  has  two.  Many  other  dif- 
ferences can  be  noted  under  close  inspection. 

Weight:  142.7  grains. 

NGC  Census:  6;  2 finer  (Proof-66  BN  finest). 

From  the  Flogan  Pond  Collection. 


1009  1855  pattern  cent.  Flying  Eagle.  J-168,  P-193.  Rarity-4.  MS- 
63  BN  (NGC).  Bronze.  Plain  edge.  A well-struck  specimen  with 
mottled  orange-gold  surfaces,  somewhat  in  the  “woodgrain”  style 
as  often  seen  on  later  bronze  regular  issue  cents.  Such  toning  is 
shown  in  somewhat  distended  form,  caused  by  the  planchct  strip 
rolling  process.  Tiny  differences  in  alloy  were  thus  drawn  out  and 
in  later  years  resulted  in  different  shades  of  toning. 

NGC  Census:  6;  3 finer  (MS-66  finest). 


amf.ric:an  numismatic:  raritifs 


T\  IH  jHWKl.I.  Coi  l ECTlc:)N 


1855  Flying  Eagle  Cent 

J-169  in  Oroide 


1010  1855  pattern  cent.  Flying  Eagle.  J-169,  P-194.  Rarity-7-.  Proof- 
62  (NGC).  Oroide.  Plain  edge.  Surfaces  are  toned  a rather  mottled 
orange-brown,  over  sharply  struck  details.  Some  tiny  planchet  lami- 
nations are  seen  at  the  lower  left  of  the  obverse  and  are  unusual  for  a 
pattern.  Such  attriburions  of  oroide,  a special  alloy,  are  often  made  with- 
out elemental  analysis,  so  identifications  are  tentative.  During  the 
preparation  of  the  eighth  edition  of  the  Judd  work  a number  of  me- 
tallic analyses  were  presented  to  Bowers  and  Teichman,  with  appro- 
priate notes  made  in  the  text.  The  conventionally  stated  alloys  as  in 
earlier  editions  of  the  Judd  work,  as  well  as  other  references,  are  seen 
in  some  instances  to  vary  widely.  Often  the  Mint  was  simply  testing 
general  concepts  and  appearances,  not  how  a particular  alloy  would 
fare  in  circulation  or  how  it  might  appear. 

Today  the  collecting  of  patterns  is  simplified  somewhat  by  the 
new  Judd  reference,  with  the  enthusiast  typically  selecting  a rep- 
resentative example  of  a desired  variety  from  J-169  through  J-171  a 
to  illustrate  this  obverse  and  reverse  die  combination.  Few  people 
collect  them  by  specific  metallic  varieties,  and  if  they  did  difficul- 
ties would  arise  from  lack  of  metallic  analysis,  as  noted. 

It  may  be  relevant  to  remark  that  the  pattern  Flying  Eagle  cents 
of  1854  and  1855  are  each  quite  a bit  rarer  than  the  famous  smaller 
diameter  pattern  Flying  Eagle  cent  of  1856. 

Weight;  99.25  grains. 

NGC  Census:  1;  1 finer  (Proof-64). 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


Landmark  1856  Pattern  Cent 
Flying  Eagle  Style 
Rare  Shield  Reverse 
Solo  Top  of  NGC  Census 


(2x  photo) 

1011  1856  pattern  cent.  Flying  Eagle,  “Harp  Shield”  reverse.  J- 

184,  P-220.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-64  Cameo  (NGC).  Copper 
nickel.  Plain  edge.  A splendid  piece,  graded  as  Proof-64,  but  with 
visual  appeal  transcending  this  number.  However,  there  are  a few 
spots  in  and  around  the  eagle’s  tail  so  we  will  not  quibble,  the 
point  being  moot  in  any  event,  as  this  is  the  highest  graded  coin  by 
NGC  and  the  only  one  at  the  Proof-64  level.  No  wonder,  as  this 
piece  is  seldom  seen  in  any  condition.  Over  the  years  we  have  prob- 
ably handled  50  to  100  “regular”  1856  Flying  Eagle  cents  to  every 
single  piece  we  have  had  ofJ-184. 

The  obverse  is  of  the  standard  1856  Flying  Eagle  cent  configu- 
ration, with  the  eagle  flying  horizontally  to  the  left,  inspired  by 
the  reverse  of  Christian  Gobrecht’s  illustrious  silver  dollar  of  1836. 
Around  is  the  inscription  in  large  letters,  UNITED  STATES  OF 
AMERICA  with  the  date  1856  below.  On  the  present  piece  the 
striking  is  exquisite  with  each  and  every  detail  sharp.  The  reverse 
is  the  glory  part  of  the  present  coin  as  it  is  of  a variety  seldom  seen 
in  combination  with  the  1856  die.  Displayed  is  what  is  popularly 
called  an  oak  wreath,  made  of  oak  leaves  primarily  but  with  some 
other  leaves  (laurel?)  at  the  bottom,  the  entire  tied  with  a ribbon, 
this  being  essentially  the  same  style  used  on  the  reverse  of  the  1860 
Indian  cent.  At  the  top  of  the  present  pattern  is  a wide  shield,  called 
an  ornamental  shield,  quite  attractive  and  ornate,  but  rejected  out  of 
hand  at  the  time  as  it  seemed  at  quick  glance  to  resemble  a harp. 

Today  pattern  one-cent  pieces  have  become  a specialty  unto 
themselves,  deservedly  so  as  the  series  is  extensive  and  interesting. 
Patterns  of  1858  form  another  focus,  with  interesting  combina- 
tions of  obverses  and  reverses.  Earlier  patterns  in  the  Flying  Eagle 
series  are  seldom  met  with,  save  for  the  plentiful  regular  1856. 
Accordingly  we  expect  that  this  extraordinarily  rare  variety  of  1856, 
with  the  “harp  shield”  reverse,  will  increase  the  pulse  of  many  cata- 
logue readers. 

Weight;  72.65  grains. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


americ:an  numismatic  ilarities 


The  Jewell  Cc:)llection 
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Rare  1857  Copper-Nickel  Cent  Pattern 
J-186,  High  Rarity-7 
High  Date 

None  Graded  Finer  by  PCGS 


1012  1857  pattern  cent.  Liberty  Head.  J-186,  P-222.  Rarity-7+. 
Proof-65  (PCGS).  Copper-nickel.  Plain  edge.  High  Date. 
Obverse  head  style  like  that  adopted  for  the  circulating  nickel  three- 
cent  pieces  of  1865-89,  reverse  with  ONE  CENT  on  two  lines 
within  a wreath.  Die  alignment  about  360°or  “medal  turn.”  Warm 
golden  copper-nickel  surfaces  of  the  sort  you  expect  to  see  on  a 
Flying  Eagle  cent  of  the  era,  but  here  on  a rare  pattern  cent.  A visit 
to  the  uspattenis.com  website  reveals  that  “This  piece  combines  the 
high  date  variety  quarter  eagle  obverse  fromJ189/P226  combined 
with  the  reverse  used  on  J 149/P  178.  It  is  unclear  if  this  is  really  a 
pattern  design  or  a fantasy  muling.”  Whether  pattern  or  fantasy, 
the  popularity  (and  rarity)  ofJ-186  make  the  present  variety  a fa- 
vorite among  pattern  specialists  and  small  cent  collectors  alike.  Tied 
for  finest  certified  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 

Splendid  1858  J-206  Cent 

“Small  Eagle”  Obverse 


1013  1858  pattern  cent.  Flying  Eagle.  “Small  Eagle.  J-206,  P-242. 
Rarity-5.  Proof-63  Cameo  (NGC).  Copper  nickel.  Plain  edge. 
Another  lovely  pattern  cent  is  now  offered,  not  at  all  a rarity  but 
still  very  desirable  and  the  second  finest  graded  by  NGC.  The 
obverse  depicts  a small  eagle,  so  called,  and  dubbed  the  “skinny 
eagle”  as  well.  Probably  by  Longacre  with  no  clear  antecedent,  as 
the  details  are  significantly  different  from  the  work  of  Gobrecht. 
The  intent  was  to  create  a smaller  central  motif,  so  that  less  metal 
would  be  needed  to  flow  into  the  die,  thus  permitting  sharper 
striking.  Around  the  border  are  tall  heavy  letters,  probably  from  a 
font  by  Anthony  C.  Paquet,  spelling  out  UNITED  STATES  OF 
AMERICA.  The  date  1858  is  below,  curved  to  match  the  outline 
of  the  border.  The  reverse  is  the  standard  “agricultural  wreath” 
used  on  contemporary  Flying  Eagle  cents.  Both  obverse  and  re- 


verse are  needle  sharp  in  detail.  The  color  is  pale  copper-nickel, 
completely  original,  with  some  flecks  here  and  there.  A lovely 
example  of  this  popular  variety,  an  issue  once  sold  to  collectors  as 
part  of  12-piece  sets  of  varieties  dated  1858. 

Weight:  70.75  grains. 

NGC  Census:  1;  1 finer  (Proof-65  Cameo). 

From  the  Flogati  Pond  Collection. 


1858  Pattern  Cent  Rarity 
Judd-207a,  Nickel,  Rarity-8 
Top  NGC  Census 


1014  1858  pattern  cent.  Flying  Eagle.  “Small  Eagle.”  J-207a,  P- 
244.  Rarity-8.  Proof-64  Cameo  (NGC).  Nickel.  Plain  edge. 
Nickel  or  nickel  alloy,  attributed  as  nickel.  Plain  edge.  A lovely  speci- 
men, amazingly  bright  and  brilliant,  almost  approaching  a silver 
coin — this  for  an  original  surface  which  must  be  essentially  as  it  ap- 
peared when  the  coin  was  struck,  save  for  some  delicate  toning.  Al- 
though no  elemental  analysis  has  been  done,  this  is  attributed  asj- 
207a,  its  particularly  light  color  resulting  in  the  designation  of  nickel. 
The  obverse  is  of  the  small  or  “skinny”  flying  eagle,  as  per  the  pre- 
ceding. The  reverse  is  the  standard  “agricultural  wreath”  of  the  era. 
This  particular  variety  is  seldom  seen,  once  this  coin  is  sold,  likely 
no  amount  of  money  will  procure  a duplicate  in  any  grade,  even  less 
likely  in  the  top  NGC  grade  offered  here. 

Weight:  70  grains. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 

From  the  Hoqan  Pond  Collection. 
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1858  Indian  Head  Cent 

Popular  Transitional  Issue 


1015  1858  pattern  cent.  Transitional  Indian  Head.  J-213,  P-251. 
Rarity-5.  Proof-62  (NGC).  Copper  nickel.  Plain  edge.  Ob- 
verse and  reverse  toned  warm  reddish  gold.  Distracting  spot  at  TE 
(STATES)  and  a few  other  evidences  of  discoloration,  the  last 
mostly  trivial.  In  any  event,  the  population  for  this  variety  is  quite 
curious,  with  14  finer  and  only  one  at  this  particular  level.  Both 
obverse  and  reverse  are  superbly  struck. 

The  obverse  is  from  one  of  several  Indian  Head  dies  created  for 
patterns  dated  this  year,  all  of  which  have  the  numerals  arranged 
horizontally.  The  reverse  is  the  “agricultural  wreath”  regularly  used 
in  1858.  Accordingly  this  can  be  called  a transitional  pattern  with 
obverse  style  of  1859,  reverse  style  of  1858.  Transitional  patterns 
are  very  popular,  but  just  some  of  them  are  listed  in  the  Guide  Book, 
such  as  half  dimes  and  dimes  of  1859  and  1860  and  the  1856  Fly- 
ing Eagle  cent.  Others,  as  here,  are  not  listed,  and  are  mainly  known 
to  those  who  possess  copies  of  the  Judd  book  on  patterns  or  An- 
drew Pollock’s  excellent  text  or  one  or  another  such  references. 

Weight:  72.3  grains. 

NGC  Census:  1;  14  finer  (Proof-65  finest). 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


Rare  1858  Flying  Eagle  J-217a  Pattern  Cent 
In  Different  Nickel  Alloy 
Sole  Certified  Specimen  from  PCGS 


Proof-64  (PCGS).  Nickel.  Plain  edge.  Closely  resembling  a regular 
issue,  but  of  significantly  lighter  color,  almost  silver,  this  piece  is 
attributed  to  an  alloy  of  greater  than  usual  nickel  content.  The  metal 
proved  to  be  very  hard  upon  striking,  with  the  result  that  not  all 
features  of  the  eagle  at  the  center  are  fully  delineated.  This  specimen 
is  bright,  attractive,  and  pristine,  of  exceptional  quality,  and  is  the 
sole  example  ofJ-217a  to  be  certified  by  PCGS. 

Pattern  one-cent  pieces  of  1858  form  a very  enthusiastically  col- 
lected specialty.  Most  of  them  are  rather  obtainable,  not  necessarily 
with  great  eye  appeal,  but  in  basic  form  as  to  Judd  number.  Others 
range  from  extremely  rare  to  essentially  nonexistent.  The  present 
piece  can  certainly  be  called  extremely  rare  without  fear  of  contradic- 
tion. No  doubt  it  will  attract  quite  a bit  of  interest  when  offered. 

PCCiS  I’opulation:  1;  no  others  in  any  grade. 


1017  1859  pattern  cent.  Transitional,  reverse  of  1860.  J-228,  P- 
272.  Rarity-1.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Copper  nickel.  Plain  edge. 
Although  examples  of  J-228  are  not  necessarily  rare,  the  popula- 
tion is  in  the  hundreds,  and  the  piece  offered  here  is  of  exceptional 
aesthetic  appeal.  The  cataloguer  has  studied  this  particular  variety 
for  a long  time  and  can  say  without  hesitation  that  this  is  in  the  top 
20%  quality-wise. 

Nearly  all  known  examples  ofJ-228  are  Mint  State,  rather  than 
Proof,  with  rich  frost,  as  here,  quite  similar  to  pieces  intended  for 
circulation.  These  may  have  been  made  as  patterns  in  the  circula- 
tion strike  format  (as  were  most  original  Flying  Eagle  cents).  An 
alternative  thought  is  that  toward  the  end  of  1859,  some  of  these 
may  have  been  struck  as  regular  issues.  Following  on  this  thought, 
the  18th  edition  of  the  Standard  Catalogue  of  United  States  Coins,  by 
JohnJ.  Ford,  Jr.,  following  in  the  footsteps  ofWayte  Raymond, 
listed  this  particular  variety  among  regular  issues.  At  the  time  Ford 
related  to  the  cataloguer  that  he  had  17  pieces  that  he  had  set  aside 
as  an  investment,  for  he  felt  this  issue  was  unappreciated  and  gen- 
erally unknown  to  most  numismatists. 


Rare  1859J-231  Cent 


Proof-62  BN  (NGC).  Bronze.  Plain  edge.  This  piece  is  from 
the  regular  dies  of  the  1859  cent  but  struck  in  copper  or  bronze 
instead  of  copper-nickel  and  thus  appearing  much  like  Indian  Head 
cents  of  a later  date.  The  coloration  is  mainly  brown  with  some 
hints  of  red  here  and  there.  There  are  some  nicks  or  cuts  on  the 
rim  at  the  upper  left  of  the  obverse,  perhaps  accounted  for  by  the 
grade  but  we’ll  mention  them  anyway.  Prospective  buyers  cannot 
be  particularly  choosy  when  it  comes  to  an  example  ofJ-231,  for 
few  exist  anywhere. 

Weight:  74.8  grains. 

NGC  Census:  1 ; none  finer. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  RARITIES 


The  Jewell  Collection 


Famous  1863  J-299  Cent 

Bronze  Issue 


1019  1863  pattern  cent.  Indian  Head.  J-299,  P-359.  Rarity-3. 
Proof-65  BN  (NGC).  Bronze.  Plain  edge.  This  is  one  of  the 
most  famous  of  all  pattern  Indian  cents.  The  dies  are  of  the  regular 
1863  issue,  but  struck  on  a thin  bronze  planchet,  presumably  of  48 
grains,  a precursor  to  what  would  become  the  standard  in  spring 
1864.  The  obverse  and  reverse  dies  are  aligned  in  the  same  direc- 
tion. This  piece  is  a lovely  Proof,  somewhat  cloudy  and  perhaps  in 
need  of  a bit  of  conservation.  In  fact,  a little  note  from  the  Numis- 
matic Conservation  Service  suggests  that  this  is  a “good  candi- 
date” for  such  treatment.  We  will  leave  it  up  to  the  buyer  whether 
to  find  out  if  lurking  beneath  the  surfaces  is  really  a Proof-66  or 
67!  One  nice  thing  about  NCS  from  all  we  have  heard  is  that  they 
approach  conservation  with  care.  On  the  other  hand,  reckless  “dip- 
ping” might  make  it  bright  and  might  remove  cloudiness,  but  it 
also  could  create  spotting  or  problems  for  a later  owner,  perhaps  a 
few  years  from  now. 

Weight:  49.3  grains. 

NGC  Census:  8;  2 finer  (Proof-66  BN  finest). 

A bit  of  history.  By  1863  the  copper-nickel  alloy  (88%  copper  and  12% 
nickel)  had  caused  no  end  of  aggravation  at  the  Mint.  The  metal  was  very  hard 
to  strike  up  properly  and  many  coins  were  produced  with  the  details  weak  or 
missing.  Indeed,  among  Indian  cents  those  of  the  years  1863  and  early  1864  are 
absolutely  the  worst  in  this  regard.  However,  use  of  the  alloy  had  been  ongoing 
since  1857,  and  there  was  some  pressure  to  keep  it,  particularly  on  the  part  of 
Joseph  Wharton  who  had  powerful  political  connections  in  Pennsylvania  and 
who  championed  the  use  of  this  metal,  a vested  interest  as  he  owned  a nickel 
mine  in  Lancaster  Gap,  Pennsylvania.  (Today  the  Wharton  School  of  Finance  at 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania  bears  his  name.)  However,  Director  James  Pol- 
lock and  others  were  quite  aware  that  in  1863  many  millions  of  thin  copper  and 
bronze  tokens,  today  called  Civil  War  tokens,  were  quite  successful  in  circula- 
tion. Accordingly,  in  his  Annual  Report  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  dated  October 
1863,  this  was  included  (extract): 

"Whilst  people  e.xpect  a full  value  in  their  gold  and  silver  coins,  they  merely 
want  the  inferior  money  for  convenience  in  making  exact  payments  and  not  at 
all  for  the  value  of  the  copper,  tin,  nickel  which  may  be  present.  If  the  Law  makes 
it  a cent  of  legal  tender,  to  a proper  and  sufficient  extent,  then  it  is  a cent  to 
every  one  that  is  using  it,  even  if  its  intrinsic  value  should  be  only  one-tenth  of 
its  nominal  or  legal  value.  If  further  proof  of  this  fact  should  be  demanded,  we 
have  only  to  refer  to  our  own  recent  experience,  when  illegal  cent  tokens  of  the 
size  of  the  legal  cent  were  made  and  freely  passed,  although  they  contained  no 
nickel,  weighted  on  average  fifty  one  grains,  and  were  worth  not  more  than 
one-fifth  a cent... On  the  whole  it  may  now  be  advised,  and  even  urged,  that 
the  law  of  coinage  be  modified  so  as  to  provide  that  the  cent,  retaining  its  present 
size  and  devices,  sh.ill  be  composed  of  95  per  cent  copper;  remainder,  tin  and 
zinc  in  suitable  proportions.” 

The  “illegal  cent  tokens”  were  the  earlier  mentioned  Civil  War  tokens,  which 
were  produced  to  the  extent  of  several  thousand  designs  and  which  are  collected 
in  two  general  categories  now,  “patriotic”  and  “store  card”  issues.  Not  stated 
was  the  powerful  attraction  that  such  pieces,  “worth  not  more  than  one-fifth  of 
a cent"  must  have  had  for  Director  Pollock,  realizing  the  Mint  could  make  such 
a profit  for  its  own  account  (see  related  comments  earlier  in  the  present  pattern 
listing).  By  this  measure.  $10,000  face  value  of  bronze  cents,  if  the  Mint  were  to 
make  them,  would  yield  a profit  of  80%  or  $8,000. 

On  December  8.  Mint  Director  Pollock  wrote  to  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
Salmon  P.  Chase: 

"Sir  in  my  last  annual  report  1 recommended  the  disuse  of  nickel  in  the  cent 
- linage  and  the  substitution  of  the  alloy  lately  introduced  in  France  and  En- 


gland called  bronze.  It  is  composed  of  copper,  tin,  and  zinc,  and  makes  a beau- 
tiful and  ductile  alloy.  This  change  in  the  material  of  the  cent  is  not  only  desir- 
able in  itself,  but  has  become  a necessity  from  the  advance  price  of  nickel  (for  a 
supply  of  which  we  are  at  present  entirely  dependent  upon  the  foreign  market, 
paying  for  it  in  gold  or  its  equivalent),  and  the  great  uncertainty  of  procuring  an 
adequate  supply  for  the  future  from  any  source  at  a price  within  the  legal  limit. . . 

“It  is  not  proposed  to  change  the  size  and  devices  of  the  cent,  only  the  weight. 
The  weight  of  the  new  coin  would  be  forty  eight  grains  or  one  tenth  of  an 
ounce  troy.  This  will  secure  a coin  in  every  respect  superior  to  the  slumpy  nickel.” 

For  more  on  this  subject  refer  to  Andrew  W.  Pollock’s  United  States  Patterns 
and  Related  Issues,  from  whence  this  quote,  although  related  quotes  have  ap- 
peared many  other  places,  including  in  Adams  and  Woodin,  1913. 

The  advice  of  Director  Pollock  (no  kin  to  researcher  Andrew  W.  Pollock, 
111,  so  far  as  we  know),  was  heeded,  and  the  Mint  Act  of  1864  changed  the 
standard  to  48  grains  (even  lighter  than  the  “illegal  tokens”)  m bronze.  This 
alloy  was  essentially  used  until  early  1982,  with  a few  scattered  exceptions  (such 
as  the  zinc-coated  steel  cents  of  1943). 

As  to  the  purpose  of  the  J-299  pattern  cent,  we  are  not  quite  sure.  We  do 
know  that  the  1856  Flying  Eagle  pattern  cents  were  widely  distributed  to  con- 
gressmen and  others  of  influence,  after  which  many  of  them  were  simply  spent. 
No  such  scenario  exists  for  this  pattern  variety;  nearly  all  pieces  seem  to  have 
been  retained  in  numisntatic  hands  with  scarcely  a slightly  worn  piece  ever  ap- 
pearing on  the  market.  And  yet,  a number  of  these  patterns  must  have  been 
passed  around  in  order  to  secure  the  passage  of  the  Mint  Act  of  1864. 

From  the  Flogan  Pond  Collection. 

1863  Reeded  Edge  Cent 

J-300 

Finest  NGC  Grade 

1020  1863  pattern  cent.  Indian  Head.  J-300,  P-360.  Rarity-7-. 
MS-64  (NGC).  Copper  nickel.  Reeded  edge.  A splendid  curi- 
osity with  reeded  edge  rather  than  plain  edge.  However,  we  have 
to  go  on  faith,  as  the  holder  conceals  the  all-important  reeded  as- 
pect. Occasionally  we  have  made  suggestions  that  the  grading  com- 
panies develop  holders  with  little  lobes  or  notches  cut  out  so  that 
the  edge  can  be  viewed  in  sections,  and  in  some  instances  this  has 
been  done.  Perhaps  if  the  buyer  of  this  coin  sends  it  back  to  NGC, 
such  a request  would  be  honored  (we  haven’t  checked).  Signifi- 
cantly, this  piece  was  weighed  prior  to  certification  and  checked 
in  at  73.9  grains,  or  a bit  higher  than  the  72  grain  standard.  This  is 
important  as  deceptive  pieces  could  be  made  from  removing  metal 
from  regular  (72  grain)  issues. 

Reeded  edge  cents  of  this  era  were  made  as  numismatic  curi- 
osities, rarities  from  the  start.  Such  coins  have  always  been  clas- 
sics, and  w'hen  they  have  come  on  the  market  with  specialized  col- 
lections, there  has  been  a great  demand  for  them. 

Weight:  73.9  grains. 

NCC  Census:  3;  none  finer. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 
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Curious  and  Rare  1864  Cent 

Judd-355  Alloy  With  Aluminum 


1021  1864  pattern  cent.  Indian  Head.  J-355,  P-425.  Rarity-7+. 
MS-64  (PCGS).  Copper-aluminum  alloy.  Plain  edge.  A very 
attractive  specimen,  light  yellow  gold,  attributed  as  J-355  by  PCGS, 
incorporating  a measure  of  aluminum  in  the  alloy.  The  fields  are 
somewhat  hazy,  suggesting  that  the  Numismatic  Conservation 
Service  or  else  a skilled  collector  or  dealer  could  probably  make  it 
brighter  and  more  attractive  with  non  destructive  methods,  sim- 
ply by  removing  film  from  the  surfaces.  This  may  be  beyond  the 
pale  of  needed  discussion  here,  but  the  intent  of  the  cataloguer  is 
to  say  that  apart  from  obvious  appearances,  this  coin  would  seem 
to  have  the  potential  of  being  even  more  attractive. 

The  rarity  is  undisputed,  and  very  few  examples  exist.  Of  those, 
this  is  one  ofjust  two  certified  in  high  levels  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  1 finer  (Proof-67). 


Rare  1864  J-356a  Pattern  Cent 

Finest  NGC  Grade 


1022  1864  pattern  cent.  Indian  Head.  J-356A,  P-427.  Rarity-6-. 
Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  Copper.  Plain  edge.  A lovely  pattern  cent, 
betwixt  and  between,  not  a regular  bronze  issue  or  it  would  weigh 
48  grains.  Instead,  it  was  quite  possibly  made  while  the  copper- 
nickel  standard  was  still  in  place.  The  weight  is  quite  heavy.  Both 
obverse  and  reverse  are  mostly  red,  fading  to  brown,  though  some- 
what cloudy.  A pleasing  gem  overaU. 

Weight:  61.5  grains. 

NGC  Census:  3;  none  finer. 

From  the  Flogan  Pond  Collection. 


Splendid  1865  Nickel  Cent 

J-406,  Solo  Finest  NGC  Grade 


1023  1865  pattern  cent.  Indian  Head.  J-406,  P-475.  Rarity-6-. 
Proof-66  Cameo  (NGC).  Nickel.  Plain  edge.  What  a spectacu- 
lar coin  this  is,  for  at  first  sight  it  is  dramatically  different  from  the 
regular  1865  Indian  cent.  No  elemental  analysis  is  needed,  the  piece 
is  bright  silver  and  is  enticing  and  inviting.  We  can  see  that  this 
will  be  another  pattern  that  will  cause  pulses  to  increase  and  tem- 
peratures to  rise!  Not  only  is  it  a rarity  and  not  only  is  it  the  finest 
ever  seen  by  NGC,  but  beyond  that  it  has  superb  visual  appeal 
and,  still  further,  the  striking  is  needle  sharp.  Although  it  is  attrib- 
uted as  a Proof,  at  least  the  reverse  seems  to  be  from  a regular  cir- 
culation strike  and  an  earlier  impression,  with  prominent  vertical 
striae.  Watch  this  one  go! 

Weight:  49.2  grains. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 

From  the  Flogan  Pond  Collection.  Probably  from  Barney  Blnestone’s 
sale  of  March  1941,  Lot  584. 


Gem  1868  J-606  Pattern  Cent 


(2x  photo) 


1024  1868  pattern  cent.  Liberty  Head.  J-606,  P-671.  Rarity-7-. 
Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  Copper.  Plain  edge.  A splendid  specimen 
from  a quality  viewpoint,  exhibiting  a nice  mixture  of  orange  and 
brown  toning.  The  obverse  is  of  the  Liberty  Head  style,  as  used  on 
the  contemporary  nickel  three-cent  piece.  The  reverse  bears  the 
Roman  numeral  I within  an  agricultural  wreath,  the  same  style  as 
used  on  the  1854  Type  11  gold  dollar  and  S3  gold,  and  also  the 
1856  Flying  Eagle  cent — a popular  motif  created  by  James  B. 
Longacre.  On  the  present  piece  the  obverse  die  is  seen  to  be  deeply 
basined  or  curved.  The  preparation  was  in  haste  at  best,  and  promi- 
nent vertical  die  striae  can  be  seen.  On  the  reverse  there  is  some 
original  planchet  surface  visible  to  the  left  and  right  of  the  Roman 
numeral  I,  as  the  metal  did  not  flatten  out  completely  during  the 
striking  process,  this  part  of  the  design  being  opposite  in  the  dies 
from  a high-relief  area  of  the  obverse. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 
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Cameo  1868  J-608  Cent 

NGC  Condition  Census 


(2x  photo) 

1025  1868  pattern  cent.  Liberty  Head.  J-608,  P-673.  Rarity-4. 
Proof-66  Cameo  (NGC).  Nickel.  Plain  edge.  This  variety  fits 
in  nicely  with  a suite  of  patterns,  all  with  Roman  numerals  on  the 
reverse  1,  111,  and  V,  created  in  this  era  in  an  effort  to  standardize 
the  designs  of  the  cent,  nickel  three-cent  piece,  and  nickel  five- 
cent  piece.  The  motif  is  the  Liberty  Head  style  already  used  on  the 
nickel  three-cent  piece,  here  reduced.  Sameness  was  desired  at  the 
time,  and  in  1868  the  silver  half  dime,  dime,  quarter  dollar,  half 
dollar,  and  dollar  all  had  the  same  Liberty  Seated  motif,  gold  dol- 
lars and  S3  pieces  shared  the  Indian  Princess  design,  and  S2.50, 
S5,  and  SIO  pieces  all  had  the  Liberty  Head  style.  Today  in  2004 
diversification  is  desirable,  but  back  then  sameness  was  the  style. 

The  present  coin  is  indeed  a splendid  gem,  beautiful  to  be- 
hold, and  no  doubt  about  in  the  same  grade  as  it  was  when  it  was 
first  struck. 

Weight:  22.1  grains. 

NGC  Census;  3;  1 finer  (Proof-68  Cameo). 

From  the  Flogan  Pond  Collection.  Probably  from  Barney  Bliiestone’s 
sale  of  April  1941,  Lot  187. 

Eye-Appealing  J-608  1868  Pattern  Cent 


(2x  photo) 

1026  1868  pattern  cent.  Liberty  Head.  J-608,  P-673.  Rarity-4.  Proof- 
66  (NGC).  Nickel.  Plain  edge.  A splendid  pattern,  related  to  the 
foregoing.  The  obverse  illustrates  Miss  Liberty  with  a coronet,  simi- 
lar to  that  used  on  the  contemporary  nickel  three-cent  piece.  The 
dies  are  completely  plane,  not  at  all  basined.  Held  at  an  angle  to  the 
light,  the  mirror  surface  reflected  into  the  eye  shows  undulations  in 
the  field,  caused  by  the  displacement  of  metal  when  the  letters,  por- 
trait hub,  and  elite  were  entered.  The  die  seems  to  have  been  given  a 
mirror  Proof  finish  by  polishing,  but  the  step  involving  grinding  the 
die  to  remove  the  undulations  was  not  followed.  From  a technical 
vnewpoint  the  piece  is  thus  very  interesting.  The  reverse  die  employs 
the  Roman  numeral  I to  indicate  the  denominarion,  within  an  ohve 
wTcath  similar  to  that  used  on  the  contemporary  nickel  three-cent 
piece  and  first  seen  in  the  American  scries  on  the  reverse  of  certain 
1856  pattern  cents  (later  on  the  1859  regular  issue). 


Famous  1868  “Large  Cent”  Rarity 
Incredibly  Important 


(2x  photo) 


1027  1868  large  copper  cent.  J-611,  P-676.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-66 
BN  (NGC).  Copper.  Plain  edge.  We  have  deliberately  avoided 
the  use  of  the  word  pattern  for  it  certainly  is  not  applicable  here.  In 
1868  there  was  no  intention  of  resuming  the  old  “large”  copper 
cent.  Instead,  this  is  a numismatic  delicacy  pure  and  simple,  in  the 
precise  same  category  as  the  1884  and  1885  trade  dollars,  to  men- 
tion just  two  of  several  examples. 

If  Richard  S.  Yeoman  had  elected  to  list  this  in  A Guide  Book  oj 
United  States  Coins  back  in  1946,  with  the  listing  continued  to  this 
day,  this  piece  would  probably  be  valued  in  the  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  dollars.  However,  it  wasn’t.  Today  the  piece  possesses 
enormous  potential  in  our  opinion,  but  is  not  widely  known. 

Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  rich  leather  brown  with  some  hints 
of  red.  The  striking  is  exquisite.  This  particular  variety  attracted 
the  attention  of  our  own  Dave  Bowers  when  he  was  a youngster. 
A few  years  ago,  in  2000  and  2001  when  he  was  assembling  a se- 
ries of  stories  that  saw  print  in  More  Aduentures  with  Rare  Coins  this 
particular  coin  was  picked  by  him  as  Adventure  #21.  In  connec- 
tion with  the  present  offering  it  certainly  is  appropriate  to  include 
the  words  (but  not  the  extra  material  and  illustrations)  from  that 
“adventure.”  If  you  are  the  successful  bidder  on  this  lot,  Dave  will 
send  you  a copy  of  the  book  with  a personal  inscription.  Here  goes; 
The  following  is  e.xcerpted  from  More  Adventures  H'ith  Rare  Coins, 
by  Q.  David  Bowers,  2002: 

The  1868  (yes,  1868!)  Large  Copper  Cent 
Looking  for  Books 

In  the  early  195()s,  after  I discovered  the  numismatic  hobby.  1 spent  countless 
hours  reading  every  book  about  American  coins  that  I could  find.  The  be  all  and 
end  all  to  popular  references  was  .4  Guide  RhiL  of  I iiited  Suites  Coins,  cxhtcvl  bv  R S 
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Yeoman,  and  issued  eaeh  year,  with  revised  prices  and  updates.  For  many  in  the 
field,  the  Guide  Book  was  a one-volume  “library.” 

Wayte  Raymond’s  Suiiidard  Catalogue  ofU.S.  Coins  was  in  print,  but  the  distri- 
bution was  erratic,  and  most  hobby  shops  did  not  stock  it.  It  seemed  that  this 
excellent  text,  published  m over  15  editions  since  1934,  had  been  eclipsed  by  the 
Guide  Book,  for  the  latter  was  soldjust  about  everywhere — in  coin  shops,  of  course, 
but  also  in  general  book  stores,  hobby  shops,  and  even  in  Woolworth,  Kresge,  and 
S.H.  Kress  five-and-dime  emporiums.  Besides,  Wayte  Raymond  was  getting  along 
m years  and  was  spending  most  of  his  time  enjoying  retirement  with  his  wife  Olga 
in  their  New  York  City  apartment  at  29  Sutton  Place  overlooking  the  East  River 
and  at  their  getaway  at  Montauk,  on  the  eastern  tip  of  Long  Island.  Much  of  his 
coin  stock  was  being  liquidated  through  the  office  of  the  New  Netherlands  Coin 
Company,  the  proprietors  being  Charles  M.  Wormser  and  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.  Later, 
Ford  took  over  the  Standard  Catalogue  and  published  it  for  one  edition,  in  1957, 
after  which  it  faded  into  obscurity. 

There  was  not  a great  deal  of  interest  in  other  books  about  coins,  this  due  in 
part  to  most  being  out  of  print.  Ebenezer  Gilbert’s  1916  book  on  half  cents  could 
hardly  be  found.  M.L.  Beistle’s  1929  text  on  early  half  dollars  was  scarcer  than 
many  of  the  coins  it  described,  and  it  took  a lot  of  searching  to  track  down  D.W. 
Valentine’s  1931  treatise  on  half  dimes. 

Undaunted,  1 tried  to  find  copies  of  all  of  the  standard  books.  The  fact  that 
some  were  hard  to  find  was  just  dandy,  as  I didn’t  have  much  money,  and  in  this 
way  1 was  forced  to  buy  them  slowly.  When  found,  most  were  quite  inexpensive.  1 
also  was  given,  or  purchased  back  copies  of  The  Numismatist  to  1904,  then  back  to 
1894  (the  1888-1893  issues  were  not  acquired  until  later),  the  Numismatic  Scrap- 
book back  to  1935,  and,  not  long  thereafter,  a complete  run  of  the  American  Journal 
Numismatics.  Copies  of  most  issues  of  the  Journal  were  available  cheaply  from  the 
American  Numismatic  Society,  New  York  City,  which  had  bundles  of  them  stored 
in  its  cellar.  1 also  acquired  hundreds  of  old  auction  catalogues,  most  of  which 
collectors  were  happy  to  give  me.  Interest  in  building  numismatic  libraries,  while 
not  nil,  was  very  low. 

Enjoying  Books 

In  1954  1 metjim  Ruddy,  who  at  the  time  was  operating  a coin  office  known 
as  the  Triple  Cities  Coin  Exchange  in  Johnson  City,  New  York.  We  became  busi- 
ness partners  in  the  Empire  Coin  Company  on  April  1,  1958,  but  before  then  1 
had  spent  much  time  as  his  house  guest  and  associate  in  certain  business  transac- 
tions. 

On  some  summer  evenings  we  would  sit  in  his  backyard  and  “talk  coins,” 
quizzing  each  other  on  the  contents  of  the  Guide  Book,  which  each  of  us  had  just 
about  memorized,  at  least  for  the  narrative  text. 

The  great  rarities  were  exciting,  and  although  neither  of  us  had  ever  seen  most 
of  them,  we  knew  their  stories.  Among  these  were  the  1913  Liberty  Head  nickel, 
1894-S  Barber  dime,  1876-CC  twenty-cent  piece,  1827  quarter  dollar,  1838-0 
half  dollar,  1804  dollar,  and  1884  and  1885  trade  dollars.  A lot  of  what  1 knew 
about  these  came  from  reading  B.  Max  Mehl’s  old  auction  catalogues.  Whenever 
a rarity  was  at  hand,  Mehl  pulled  out  all  stops  and  devoted  dozens  or  even  hun- 
dreds of  words  to  it.  As  a result,  such  pieces  seemed  to  acquire  their  own  personali- 
ties. 

Certain  of  these  rarities  were  issued  after  the  regular  series  had  been  termi- 
nated, or  a new  design  had  been  adopted.  They  were  added  to  the  end  of  the 
series.  These  included: 

1913  Liberty  Head  nickel:  The  regular  mintage  of  Liberty  Head  nickels  was 
1883-1912,  but  somehow  five  pieces  were  made  during  the  following  year,  1913 — 
creating  one  of  America’s  most  famous  rarities. 

1804  silver  dollar:  Mintage  of  early  silver  dollars  ended  with  pieces  dated  1803. 
Years  later  in  the  1830s  the  Mint  made  up  some  pieces  dated  1804,  for  use  in 
presentation  sets.  These  dollars  became  numismatic  rarities,  atid  others,  trom  a 
slightly  different  die  combination,  were  made  from  about  1858  to,  possibly,  the 
early  1870s. 

1884  trade  dollar:  Mintage  of  trade  dollars  extended  from  1873  to  1883.  How- 
ever, somehow  10  pieces  were  made  in  1884. 

1885  trade  dollar:  And  5 pieces  were  made  in  1885. 

A watershed  event  in  my  life  was  the  buying  of  a copy,  probably  for  only  a few 
dollars — I don’t  recall — of  United  States  Pattern,  Trial,  and  Experimental  Pieces,  Being 
a List  of  the  Pattern,  Trial,  and  Experimental  Pieces  li'liich  Hatv  Been  Issued  by  the  Utiited 
States  Mint  from  1792  Up  to  the  Present  Time.  This  blue-covered  volume  was  issued 
by  the  American  Numismatic  Society  in  1913  and  was  written  by  William  H. 
Woodin,  with  Edgar  H.  Adams  taking  the  photographs. 


In  the  pages  of  this  book  I found  several  other  rarities  of  the  preceding  diarat- 
ter,  but  they  were  not  listed  in  the  Guide  Book,  so  few  had  ever  heard  of  them 
They  were: 

1868  Large  copper  cent:  Of  the  style  of  1857,  but  dated  1 1 years  later. 

1866  Quarter  without  motto:  The  motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  was  added 
to  the  reverse  of  the  quarter  dollar,  half  dollar,  and  silver  dollar  in  1866.  However, 
a few  pieces  of  the  1 866  issue  without  motto  were  found  in  later  years.  No  one 
ever  knew  how  many  were  made,  but  it  was  stated  by  pattern  specialists  that  one 
each  of  the  quarter  and  half  dollar  were  struck  and  two  of  the  silver  dollar. 

1866  Half  dollar  without  motto:  See  preceding. 

1866  Silver  dollar  without  motto:  See  preceding. 

Obviously,  these  were  not  patterns  at  all,  for  a pattern  com  is  a piece  made  to 
test  a new  alloy,  or  design,  or  some  other  concept.  The  preceding  are  numismatic 
delicacies  pure  and  simple,  right  along  with  the  1913  Liberty  Head  nickel  and 
other  rarities  previously  mentioned. 

By  this  time,  1 realized  that  if  a coin  was  listed  in  the  Guide  Book  it  was  highly 
desired  by  collectors,  as  this  was  the  main  and  sometimes  only  text  they  consulted. 
If  a coin  was  listed  somewhere  else,  it  would  be  overlooked  by  the  vast  majority  of 
numismatists. 

Although  the  Guide  Book  is  devoted  to  United  States  coins  of  regular  designs, 
some  pattern  pieces  have  crept  into  the  listings.  Most  famous  are  the  1879  and 
1880  Flowing  Hair  and  Coiled  Hair  $4  gold  "stella”  coins.  These  are  patterns  pure 
and  simple,  as  not  a single  piece  was  struck  for  circulation.  They  are  listed  in  the 
Adams-Woodin  1913  book  as  patterns.  However,  as  the  pattern  1879-1880  Stellas 
are  listed  in  the  Guide  Book,  they  achieved  wide  popularity  and  immense  value. 
Ditto  for  certain  other  patterns  listed  there,  such  as  the  1856  Flying  Eagle  cent 
(regular  Flying  Eagle  cents  were  not  struck  until  1857)  and  the  “transitional”  half 
dimes  and  dimes  of  1859-1860. 

Focus  on  the  1868  Large  Copper  Cent 

Jim  Ruddy  and  I discussed  the  fantastic  potential  that  these  great  rarities  might 
have  if  found.  We  quickly  determined  that  the  1866  silver  coins  without  motto 
were  so  rare  that  we  might  never  find  any,  but  the  1868  copper  cent  seemed  to  be 
worth  tracking  down. 

The  hunt  was  on! 

The  mid-195()s  coincided  with  several  fabulous  events  in  the  field  of  collect- 
ing pattern  coins.  The  collection  of  King  Farouk  of  Egypt,  laden  with  patterns, 
was  auctioned  in  Cairo  in  1954,  and  the  main  buyers  of  such  pieces  brought  them 
back  to  America  and  offered  them  for  sale,  these  buyers  being  Abe  Kosoff  (of 
Beverly  Hills,  California),  Sol  Kaplan  (of  Cincinnati),  and  James  R Randall  (of 
Chicago,  later  Fort  Lauderdale). 

In  addition,  Kaplan  and  Kosoff  had  hundreds  of  patterns  in  stock  left  over 
from  the  estate  ofWilliam  H.  Woodin,  which  had  been  dispersed  in  bits  and  pieces 
in  New  York  in  the  1940s.  Toward  the  end  of  the  1950s  Jim  Ruddy  and  1 would 
purchase  the  Maj.  Lenox  R.  Lohr  collection  of  patterns  en  bloc  from  Abner 
Kreisberg. 

The  net  result  of  all  of  the  preceding  was  that  there  were  lots  of  patterns  for 
sale,  but  not  much  in  the  way  of  a retail  market.  Abe  Kosoff  was  trying  to  remedy 
that  by  encouraging  his  friend  and  customer.  Dr.  J.  Hewitt  Judd,  of  Omaha,  to 
write  a book  on  the  subject,  to  replace  the  1913  Adams-Woodin  text. 

Year  in  and  year  out  Jim  Ruddy  tried  to  sniff  out  some  1868  large  copper 
cents.  The  American  Numismatic  Society  had  one  in  its  collection,  but  it  was  not 
for  sale  and  the  curator  did  not  want  to  trade  it  (the  Society  sometimes  traded  or 
exchanged  pieces  that  were  not  in  its  core  interest  field). 

Not  much  luck.  Only  one  piece  turned  up! 

Now  and  then  another  was  found  or  came  and  went  as  part  of  a collection 
consigned  for  auction  or  purchased  outright.  Now  as  1 write  these  words  in  the 
year  2001  I have  handled  about  four  or  five  different  specimens.  How  many  exist 
totally?  No  one  knows,  but  it  is  probably  about  in  the  same  league  as  the  1884 
trade  dollar  (10  minted,  all  of  which  are  accounted  for  today)  and  is  rarer  than  the 
1804  dollar  (15  known). 

I have  always  enjoyed  buying  and  selling  great  rarities,  and  in  later  years  of  my 
career  many  of  them  have  come  my  way.  However,  whenever  1 lay  eyes  on  an  1868 
large  cent  I think  of  “what  might  have  been”  had  ILichard  S.  Yeoman  listed  it  in 
the  Guide  Book,  where  logic  su^ests  that  it  belongs. 

This  remains  one  of  my  favorite  rarities,  never  mind  that  few  people  know 
about  it!  Publicity-wise,  it  is  antipodal  to  the  1804  dollar. 

Weight:  148.55  grains. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 

Front  the  Hot^an  Pond  Collection. 
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1872  Indian  Cent  in  Aluminum 
Ultra-Rare,  Ultra-Quality 


1028  1872  pattern  cent.  Indian  Head.  J-1181,  P-1322.  Rarity-8. 
Proof-67  Cameo  (NGC).  Aluminum.  Plain  edge.  It  doesn’t 
get  any  better  than  this!  Here  is  another  “pattern,”  actually  a nu- 
mismatic delicacy  as  no  official  thought  was  being  given  to  strik- 
ing these  pieces  in  this  metal.  The  eye  appeal  of  this  piece  is  stun- 
ning, the  rarity  is  beyond  question,  and  no  piece  of  comparably 
quality  has  ever  been  seen  by  the  experts  of  NGC. 

Produced  privately,  along  with  other  aluminum  impressions 
of  Proof  dies  of  other  denominations,  these  were  not  entered  on 
the  Mint  books.  How  many  were  struck  is  anybody’s  guess,  but 
the  number  was  certainly  very  few,  as  today  such  are  so  rare  that 
most  leading  dealers  have  never  even  seen  one  much  less  offered 
one  in  an  auction  sale! 

By  now,  pulses  and  temperatures  must  be  at  an  elevated  scale, 
but  here  is  another  dream  coin.  We  almost  forgot  to  say  that  this 
piece  is  further  important  for  bearing  the  date  1872,  a rarity  among 
regular  Indian  cents.  How  nice! 

Weight:  13.65  grains. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection.  From  Barney  Bhiestone’s  sale  of 
October  1940,  Lot  802. 


1881  “Liberty  Nickel”  Style  Cent 
J-1665 


(2x  photo) 


1029  1881  pattern  cent.  Liberty  Head.  J-1665,  P-1865.  Rarity-6+. 
Proof-64  (PCGS).  Nickel.  Plain  edge.  A splendid  specimen, 
slightly  cloudy  and  no  doubt  a candidate  for  conservation  to  make 
It  a bit  brighter  (conservation  can  be  done  in  a nice  way,  enhanc- 
ing the  value  of  a coin,  and  is  a much  different  process  from  clean- 
ing). The  obverse  depicts  the  portrait  of  Miss  Liberty  wdth  a coro- 
net, the  same  general  style  by  William  Barber  as  used  later  on  the 
regular-issue  Liberty  Head  nickel  of  1883.  The  reverse  follows  the 
same  theme,  with  a Roman  numeral  to  indicate  the  value.  This 
was  one  of  several  experiments  during  this  era  to  standardize  the 
motifs  on  minor  coins. 

PCf  iS  Popuhitioii;  4;  H finer  (I’roof-66  finest). 


1881  Liberty  Head  Cent 
J-1666,  Top  NGC  Grade 


(2,x  photo) 

1030  1881  pattern  cent.  Liberty  Head.  J-1666,  P-1866.  Rarity-6+. 
Proof-66  RD  Cameo  (NGC).  Copper.  Plain  edge.  This  special 
gem  piece  is  illuminating  in  its  own  right,  a superb  gem  specimen 
of  a very  popular  and  historic  issue,  judd-1666  is  part  of  another 
standardization  idea,  similar  to  the  earlier  offered  example  ofj- 
609.  In  1881  it  was  again  desired  to  create  uniformity  across  the 
lower  denominations,  and  patterns  were  made  up  with  the  de- 
nominations of  1,  11,  and  V,  depicting  on  the  obverse  the  head  of 
Miss  Liberty,  said  to  have  been  styled  after  the  goddess  Diana,  and 
well  done.  Charles  E.  Barber,  who  ascended  to  the  chief 
engravership  in  1879,  gets  few  high  marks  for  his  artistry,  but  in 
our  opinion  such  high  marks  are  richly  deserved  here.  Indeed,  the 
regular  Liberty  Head  nickel  series,  1883-1913,  created  by  Charles 
Barber,  constitutes  his  best  work. 

The  present  piece  is  somewhat  rare,  interesting,  and  splendid 
in  quality.  No  doubt  it  will  be  enjoyed  by  its  next  owner. 

Weight:  33.9  grains. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


1884  “Holey”  Pattern  Cent 
J-1722,  Solo  Top  NGC  Grade 


1031  1884  pattern  cent.  “Holey  cent.”  J-1722,  P-1930.  Rarity-7-. 
Proof-66  (NGC).  Aluminum.  Plain  edge.  A lovely  specimen, 
finest  and  only  graded  by  NGC,  superb  gem  Proof-66.  This  is  the 
famous  “Holey”  pattern,  also  made  in  the  fiive-cent  series,  said  to 
have  been  suggested  by  well-known  artist  Eastman  Johnson.  Years 
ago  when  we  wanted  to  research  Johnson  we  had  to  do  a lot  ot 
digging.  No  doubt,  here  in  2005,  a little  bit  ofinternet  “Googling" 
will  bring  forth  an  image  of  some  of  his  work,  perhaps  the  best 
being  the  view  of  the  interior  of  a barn  with  people,  a h.iylott,  and 
so  on. 

As  to  the  advantage  of  having  holes  at  the  center  ot  such  coins, 
they  are  difficult  to  figure  out  today.  Perhaps  at  touch,  s.iv  tor  a 
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blind  person,  a hole  would  help.  Or,  perhaps  the  diameter  could 
be  increased  slightly  without  using  any  more  metal  (indeed  this 
was  the  concept  used  by  James  B.  Longacre  in  the  early  185()s, 
when  he  sought  to  broaden  the  diameter  of  the  gold  dollar).  The 
striking  of  the  hole  in  this  and  other  coins  is  less  than  perfect.  It 
can  be  deduced  that  the  hole  was  drilled  in  the  planchet,  then  put 
in  the  press,  at  which  time  squeezing  took  place  making  the  shape 
ot  the  hole  somewhat  irregular.  We  don’t  know  the  answers,  but 
would  enjoy  reading  an  article  on  perforated  patterns.  Earlier  we 
speculated  that  certain  perforated  pattern  cents  of  1850  existing 
today,  with  a rim  around  the  perforation,  seem  to  have  had  the 
center  drilled  out  after  the  coins  were  struck.  We  enjoy  learning,  and 
if  someone  wants  to  put  together  a few  paragraphs  perhaps  we  will 
run  the  findings  in  the  Numismatic  Sim. 

Weight:  11.75  grains. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 

Splendid  1896  Pattern  “Shield”  Cent 


Exceptional  Quality 


1032  1896  pattern  cent.  Shield.  J-1767A,  P-1981.  Rarity-7-.  Proof- 
65  (NGC).  Nickel.  Plain  edge.  The  1896  pattern  cent  is  not  a 
rarity  per  se,  but  the  vast  majority  of  pieces  on  the  market  are  rather 
scruffy  or  prepossessing  in  appearance.  This  applies  to  both  cents 
and  five-cent  pieces,  quite  a few  of  which  came  from  the  Woodin 
estate.  Perhaps  the  present  piece  traveled  a different  path,  but  in 
any  event  it  has  come  down  to  the  present  day  in  a well-preserved 
state.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  lightly  patinated  nickel  color. 
To  be  technical  we  will  mention  a little  gray  streak  below  the  date, 
but  we  really  shouldn’t  do  this  lest  its  importance  be  magnified. 
Overall  the  coin  is  magnificent,  certainly  one  of  the  very  finest  we 
have  seen,  with  the  added  comment  that  we  probably  have  seen 
more  than  our  share  and  have  come  to  know  what  to  expect  in 
quality.  It  is  hoped  that  someday  an  expanded  version  of  the  Judd 
book  will  be  printed.  Indeed,  Dave  Bowers  has  completed  most  of 
the  research  for  this.  If  so,  then  there  will  be  ample  room  for  edi- 
torial expansion  on  aspects  of  quality,  availability,  die  characteris- 
tics, and  the  like,  some  of  which  can  be  quite  fascinating. 

Weight:  45.95  grains. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


Splendid  1849  J-111  Pattern  30 

From  the  Eliasberg  Collection 
Solo  finest  graded  by  PCGS. 


1033  1849  pattern  three-cent  piece.  Liberty  Seated.  J-111,  P-125. 
Rarity-7+  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Silver-copper  alloy.  Reeded 
edge.  What  a treat  it  is  for  the  cataloguer  (QDB)  to  have  the  chance 
to  offer  this  piece  again,  having  written  it  up  for  the  Eliasberg  Col- 
lection years  ago,  where  it  appeared  in  1996  as  Lot  152.  Now  it  is 
in  a PCGS  holder,  designated  as  Proof-65,  the  only  one  at  this 
grade,  none  higher.  This  particular  pattern  was  made  quickly  at 
the  mint  to  illustrate  the  concept  of  a silver  three  cent  piece,  in  an 
era  in  which  silver  was  rising  on  the  market,  and  higher  denomi- 
nation silver  pieces  were  on  the  cusp  of  being  hoarded.  Although 
no  progress  on  silver  three  cent  pieces  resulted  at  the  time,  two 
years  later,  in  1851,  the  denomination  became  a reality.  The  1849 
version,  as  here,  was  created  in  haste,  by  taking  an  obverse  die  for 
a circulation  strike  (not  Proof)  half  dime,  a regular  issue,  in  fact  with 
a repunched  9 in  the  date,  and  combining  it  with  a hastily  made 
reverse,  the  latter  simply  displaying  a large  bold  numeral  3.  On 
other  varieties  (J-113  andJ-114)  this  same  reverse  was  muled  w'ith 
a simple  Roman  numeral  III  die,  the  well  known  “Ugly  Duck- 
ling’’ pattern. 

The  present  piece  is  quite  interesting  to  study  under  magnifi- 
cation. The  reverse  die  is  not  polished  and  could  be  called  a circu- 
lation strike.  Although  this  and  many  other  patterns  are  routinely 
catalogued  as  Proof,  perhaps  a careful  study  would  result  in  a differ- 
entiation— some  patterns  should  be  called  circulation  strikes  (from 
the  standpoint  of  appearance  although  they  were  never  made  for 
that  purpose),  and  others  Proofs.  A few  pieces  have  been  thus  dif- 
ferentiated, one  of  the  best  known  being  the  1859  Transitional 
Indian  cent  with  the  oak  wreath  reverse  of  1860  (which  comes 
both  ways).  The  numeral  3 is  indeed  large  and  impressive.  We  can- 
not help  but  wonder  if  was  used  elsewhere  in  the  mint,  although  it 
is  too  large  to  have  been  part  of  the  date  of  any  coin  or  medal.  The 
dentils  or  tooth  border  on  the  present  coin  are  quite  interesting, 
they  are  of  different  lengths,  different  widths,  lean  slightly  to  the 
right,  and  invite  contemplation  to  exactly  how  they  were  applied. 
We  forgot  to  mention  the  patination  of  this  coin,  and  do  so  now: 
both  sides  are  very  attractively  toned,  light  lilac  on  the  obverse 
with  gold,  with  the  reverse  being  light  gold  or  brown  with  a hint 
or  two  of  blue. 

The  Eliasberg  pedigree  is  beyond  compare,  and  in  addition  to 
the  other  fine  attributes  of  this  fascinating  pattern,  that  connec- 
tion adds  interest  and  value. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer. 

From  Bowers  and  Merena’s  sale  of  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  Collec- 
tion, May  1996,  Lot  152. 
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1866  Pattern  Washington  50 


1873  Judd-1262  Pattern  Trime 

Proof  Dies  in  Copper 
Solo  Finest  Graded  by  NGC 


{2x  photo) 


1034  1873  pattern  three-cent  piece.  Regular  Proof  dies.  J-1262, 
P-1404.  Rarity-7+.  Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  Copper.  Plain  edge. 
All  by  itself  at  the  top  of  the  NGC  roster  is  this  lovely  and  rare 
1863  silver  three-cent  piece,  struck  not  in  silver  but  in  bronze  or 
copper  from  the  regular  Proof  dies  of  the  year.  For  whimsy  or 
sport,  certain  insiders  at  the  mint  thought  it  a good  idea  to  make 
Proof  sets  of  nickel,  silver,  and  gold  denominations  in  copper, 
but  not  too  many,  as  it  was  intended  they  become  valuable.  Of 
course,  not  a hint  of  this  was  given  out  to  the  numismatic  com- 
munity. Instead,  they  were  sold  through  favorite  outlets;  today, 
such  pieces  are  extremely  rare.  The  pattern  specialists  interested 
specifically  m three-cent  pieces  may  have  been  waiting  for  years 
for  the  opportunity  offered  here.  Indeed,  anyone  interested  in 
patterns  must  necessarily  take  note. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 

Splendid  1868J-615 

Nickel  Three  Cents 


1035  1868  pattern  three-cent  nickel.  Liberty  Head.  J-615,  P-680. 
Rarity-5.  Proof-66  Ultra  Cameo  (NGC).  Nickel.  Plain  edge. 
A splendid  specimen,  quality  personified,  of  this  issue  which  upon 
quick  glance  closely  resembles  the  regular  style,  but  which  is  dif- 
ferent. The  obverse  is  very  close,  but  with  a broad  rim.  The  re- 
verse utilizes  the  familiar  “agricultural  wreath,”  first  used  on  the 
pattern  1856  Flying  Eagle  cents  and  then  elsewhere,  including  the 
1854  Type  I and  1854  S3  gold  coins.  Overall  this  piece  is  attrac- 
tive, silver  color  with  light  toning.  A very  tiny  planchet  defect  is 
seen  when  a magnifying  glass  is  applied. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer  within  the  Ultra  Cameo  designation. 


1036  1866  pattern  five  cents.  Washington  portrait.  J-468,  P-561. 
Rarity-8.  Proof-64  BN  (PCGS).  Copper.  Plain  edge.  A nice 
example,  well  struck,  with  a rich  leather-brown  surface  mingled 
with  some  splashes  of  blue.  The  portrait  of  Washington  is  from 
the  famous  bust  by  Houdon  and  is  one  of  many  coin  motifs  taken 
from  this  same  general  source.  On  the  present  example  the  hair  is 
quite  detailed,  but  not  at  all  like  the  “squiggles”  given  to  the  con- 
temporary Washington  quarter  dollar  when  the  Mint  modified  it. 
Washington-motif  patterns  form  a subset  specialty  in  their  own 
right  and  have  always  been  popular.  Quite  a few  varieties  exist  from 
this  era  of  the  1860s. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer. 

Splendid  Lincoln  Portrait  Pattern  Nickel 
Beautiful  1866  Judd-488 
A Classic 


photo) 

1037  1866  pattern  five  cents.  Lincoln  portrait.  J-488,  P-576.  Rar- 
ity-7+.  Proof-64  BN  (PCGS).  Bronze.  Plain  edge.  Although 
this  piece  has  been  graded  Proof-64  BN , probably  because  of  some 
flecks  on  the  reverse  (possibly  removable  with  careful  conserva- 
tion, without  affecting  the  integrity  of  the  metal),  this  piece  is  truly 
beautiful  to  behold.  The  obverse  on  its  own  certainly  is  Proof-66. 
The  piece  is  rich  chocolate  brown  with  splashes  of  magenta  and 
blue  toning.  The  obverse  is  the  selling  point  of  this  issue,  featuring 
as  it  does  the  high  relief  bust  of  the  martyred  President  Abraham 
Lincoln,  facing  right.  Lincoln’s  portrait  can  be  tound  readily 
enough  on  19th-century  currency  (both  obsolete  and  federal  is- 
sues), but  his  appearance  on  federal  coins  during  that  time  is  lim- 
ited simply  to  this  combination  of  pattern  dies. 

The  artistic  arrangement  is  quite  fine,  with  the  portrait  ot  Lin- 
coln being  small  in  relation  to  the  field,  yielding  a cameo  aficct. 
Around  this,  the  inscription  UNITED  STATES  G^F  AME1L1(.',\, 
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in  letters  with  strong  vertical  elements,  typically  designated  as  the 
trademark  of  assistant  engraver  Anthony  C.  Paquet.  The  reverse  is 
ot  different  style  and  shows  an  ornate  but  rather  scraggly  wreath 
enclosing  the  inscription  5 and  then  a diagonal  CENTS  with  IN 
GOD  WE  TRUST  in  tiny  letters  at  the  top  border. 

The  desirability  of  the  Lincoln  portrait  five-cent  pattern  is  not 
widely  recognized,  but  should  be.  By  every  reasonable  consider- 
ation, the  present  piece  should  attract  a lot  of  attention.  Whether 
it  will  remains  to  be  seen,  but,  again,  it  should. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer. 


1866  Bronze  Pattern  Shield  50 


1038  1866  pattern  five  cents.  Shield.  J-491,  P-578.  Rarity-7-. 
Proof-64  BN  (NGC).  Bronze.  Plain  edge.  A sharply  struck  piece, 
this  coin  is  somewhat  cloudy  and  might  benefit  from  expert  con- 
servation (not  cleaning).  The  obverse  is  a precursor  of  what  be- 
came the  regular  Shield  design,  but  in  this  instance  with  the  date 
1866  divided  by  a baU.  The  reverse  has  the  so-called  “Dutch  5” 
within  a rather  scraggly  wreath,  with  inscriptions  surrounding. 

NGC  Census:  2;  none  finer. 

1869  Pattern  Liberty  Head  Nickel 


1039  1869  pattern  five  cents.  Liberty  Head.  J-684,  P-763 . Rarity- 
5.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Nickel.  Plain  edge.  A splendid  specimen, 
brilliant  and  with  much  eye  appeal.  The  higher  parts  of  the  por- 
trait are  somewhat  lightly  struck,  this  being  typical,  caused  by  the 
high  relief  of  the  dies  and  the  hardness  of  the  nickel  alloy.  The 
obverse  features  the  portrait  of  Miss  Liberty,  somewhat  similar  to 
that  used  on  the  nickel  three-cent  piece,  but  with  a five-pointed 
star  tucked  under  the  LIBERTY  word,  not  particularly  artistically. 
The  reverse  uses  the  Roman  numeral  V to  illustrate  the  denomi- 
nation. The  motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  appears  on  a ribbon 
above,  with  a Maltese  wreath  at  the  center. 

PCGS  Population:  8;  none  finer. 


Gem  Proof  1871  Pattern  50 

J-1051,  Backward  V 


1040  1871  pattern  five  cents.  Coronet  Head.  J-1051,  P-1185.  Rar- 
ity-6-.  Proof-66  RB  (PCGS).  Copper.  Plain  edge.  The  por- 
trait on  this  is  of  the  Coronet  Head,  similar  to  that  used  on  the 
contemporary  nickel  three-cent  piece.  Although  PCGS  has  called 
this  RB,  it  is  as  nice  as  or  nicer  than  some  we  have  seen  called  full 
red,  and  is  nearly  full  red.  Quality  is  at  the  forefront,  indeed  extraor- 
dinary for  this  piece.  Examine  it  carefully  and  bid  liberally — it  is 
one  of  the  finest  in  existence  regardless  of  assigned  grade. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer  within  the  RB  designation. 

A curious  feature  of  the  reverse  is  the  backward  V,  shaded  on  the  wrong 
side,  and  quite  curious  in  its  aspect. 

Scarce  1871 J-1054  Pattern  50 

Liberty  Head  Variation 


1041  1871  pattern  five  cents.  Liberty  Head.  J-1054,  P-1189.  Rar- 
ity-6+.  Proof-64  BN  (NGC).  Copper.  Plain  edge.  A “Liberty 
Head”  nickel,  to  be  sure,  but  not  of  the  style  used  in  1883.  Instead, 
the  motif  is  copied  from  that  on  the  contemporary  nickel  three- 
cent  pieces.  Obverse  and  reverse  are  somewhat  brown,  and  slightly 
dusky;  it  perhaps  could  be  improved  by  expert  conservation.  Pat- 
tern nickels  of  this  date  are  somewhat  scarce,  more  so  than  gener- 
ally appreciated. 

NGC  Census;  3;  2 finer  (Proof-65  finest). 
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The  Jewell  Collech  ion 


Beautiful  1882  Liberty  Head  50  Pattern 
Judd-1680 


1042  1882  pattern  five  cents.  J-1680,  P-1882.  Rarity-6-.  Proof-65 
Cameo  (NGC).  Nickel.  Plain  edge.  This  1882  Liberty  Head 
nickel  is  a variation  on  a popular  pattern  theme  that  in  the  next 
year  was  translated  into  regular  coinage  form.  On  the  present  vari- 
ety the  inscription  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  surrounds 
the  head  of  Miss  Liberty,  the  reverse  bears  the  Roman  letter  V, 
which  also  translated  into  the  regular  issue  in  1883,  but  differently 
arranged. 

NGC  Census:  1 ; none  finer. 


Pattern  1882  Liberty  Head  Nickel 
Type  of  1883,  Copper 


1043  1882  pattern  five  cents.  Liberty  Head.  J-1691,  P-1893.  Rar- 
ity-6+.  Proof-64  BN  (PCGS).  Copper.  Plain  edge.  A splendid 
example  w'ith  rich  brown  copper  surfaces.  Well  struck.  The  ob- 
verse and  reverse  are  essentially  the  same  design  as  the  adopted 
1883  No  CENTS  nickel,  giving  this  variety  a special  appeal. 

I’CCiS  I’opulation:  4;  none  finer. 


Important  Martha  Washington  50  Pattern 


1044  (1759)  pattern  five  cents.  Martha  Washington  test  token  MS- 
60  (NGC).  Although  this  piece  is  given  the  date  1759,  produc- 
tion was  toward  the  end  of  the  20th  century  when  different  alloys 
were  being  tested  to  replace  silver.  As  is  well  knowm,  after  1964 
silver  was  dropped  from  the  content  of  regular  dimes  and  quarter 
dollars,  and  the  metal  was  reduced  in  the  alloy  of  the  half  dollar. 
Patterns  in  certain  denominations  are  known,  but  until  recently 
not  of  the  nickel  five-cent  size.  The  present  piece  was  no  doubt 
struck  to  provide  a pattern  nickel  five-cent  piece,  perhaps  in  the 
regular  nickel  alloy  typically  used,  but  in  a design  to  conform  with 
the  other  “silver”  denominations,  perhaps  to  see  what  the  entire 
suite  would  look  like. 

The  existence  of  the  “Martha  Washington  nickel,”  as  it  is  known, 
was  publicized  in  2004  when  Superior  offered  an  example  as  Lot 
899  in  its  August  2004  sale.  The  discovery  piece,  the  specimen  of- 
fered here,  has  also  been  showcased  on  Saul  Teichman’s  uspattenis.com 
website.  The  description  from  the  website,  courtesy  of  Saul 
Teichman,  is  as  follows: 

“(This  coin’s]  existence  confirms  that  the  U.S.  Mint  has  created  these  'to- 
ken' dies  in  all  currently  minted  denominations. 

“The  Martha  Washington  design  has  been  used  by  the  Mint  as  an  all-pur- 
pose test  piece  since  1965  when  it  was  first  used  for  testing  the  cupro-nickel 
clad  sandwich  alloy  on  most  of  today's  coinage. 

“The  discovery  piece  was  struck  from  dies  using  the  original  1965  design 
with  the  lettering  close  to  the  rims.  Edward  Grove’s  initials  under  the  portrait 
and  on  the  reverse  tree  touching  the  “A”  in  “Washington.” 

“It  also  represents  some  kind  of  enigma.  To  our  knowledge,  the  Mint  had 
not  contemplated  changing  the  alloy  of  the  five-cent  piece.  The  piece  is  de- 
scribed by  Superior  as  being  struck  in  ‘cupronickel-copper  composite  metal,’ 
but,  according  to  NGC,  was  struck  on  a standard  nickel  planchet. 

"We  believe  it  was  likely  struck  to  test  the  Schuler  coin  press  which  means 
it  was  struck  no  earlier  than  1985.  As  these  dies  were  given  by  the  Mint  to  out- 
side contractors,  it  is  not  known  whether  this  coin  was  struck  inside  or  outside 
of  the  Mint. 

"We  are  hoping  that  additional  information  will  be  forthcoming  now  that 
the  coin  is  available  as  to  how  many  and  what  year  they  were  struck.” 

In  the  modern  era,  distinctively  designed  patterns  issued  by  the 
U.S.  Mint,  with  appropriate  descriptions  as  to  denomination,  are 
not  available.  However,  test  examples  such  as  this,  with  generic  de- 
signs not  related  to  any  motif  intended  for  actual  circulation,  have 
filled  the  bill,  at  least  partly,  and  the  pieces  known  to  exist  across 
different  denominations  are  in  great  demand  today.  The  present  piece 
stands  high  among  these  as  a particularly  notable  rariw. 
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Highly  Unusual  1868  Pattern  Half  Dime 

Struck  in  Nickel  Alloy 


(2x  photo) 

1045  1868  pattern  half  dime.  Regular  Proof  dies  in  nickel.  J-638, 
P-710.  Rarity-6-.  Proof-67  (NGC).  Nickel.  Plain  edge.  The 
present  coin  no  doubt  will  fall  into  the  “must  have”  category  for 
the  pattern  specialist.  First  of  all,  pattern  half  dimes,  normally  struck 
in  silver  but  sometimes  in  copper  or  aluminum,  are  extreme  rari- 
ties in  nickel  alloy.  Second,  this  piece  is  of  incredibly  high  quality. 
The  piece  is  essentially  as  struck.  Made  from  regular  Proof  dies 
(presumably),  this  example  does  not  have  the  deep  mirror  surfaces 
characteristic  of  silver  Proofs,  as  the  nickel  metal  does  not  flow  as 
easily.  However,  most  of  the  mirror  surface  is  there,  interspersed 
with  some  characteristics  of  graininess.  The  whole  suite  is  quite 
appealing.  The  present  gem  is  tied  for  finest  gradedJ-638  by  NGC. 
Rarity  comes  to  the  forefront,  and  it  is  likely  that  this  combina- 
tion of  quality  and  variety  will  not  exist  again  for  quite  some  time. 

NGC  Census:  2;  none  finer. 


Attractive  1870  Pattern  Half  Dime 

Barber’s  Liberty  Seated 


1046  1870  pattern  half  dime.  Barber’s  Liberty  Seated.  J-810,  P- 
898.  Rarity-7+.  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Silver.  Plain  edge.  A splen- 
did specimen  with  light  magenta  toning  over  mirrorlike  surfaces. 
Many  die  striations  are  visible  from  incomplete  finishing  of  the 
die,  this  characteristic  of  all  known  specimens  and  of  technical  in- 
terest only.  With  great  eye  appeal,  this  coin  will  be  a fine  addition 
to  any  specialized  cabinet. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  3 finer  (Proof-64  finest). 


Lovely  1870  J-817  Pattern  Half  Dime 

Liberty  Seated  Variation 


1047  1870  pattern  half  dime.  Barber’s  Liberty  Seated.  J-817,  P- 
906.  Rarity-6+.  Proof-65  BN  (NGC).  Copper.  Reeded  edge. 
A lovely  example  of  this  popular  design,  featuring  on  the  obverse 
Miss  Liberty,  seated,  by  William  Barber,  apparently  an  effort  to 
replace  the  standard  Gobrecht  design,  or  at  least  put  the  motif  in 
play  for  consideration.  As  is  true  of  many  patterns  in  the  series, 
through  the  looking  glass  this  motif,  also  used  on  larger  denomi- 
nations, is  quite  interesting  to  study.  The  Liberty  cap  and  pole  seem 
to  be  supported  by  nothing,  but  leans  ever  so  slightly  to  the  left. 
Perhaps  it  soon  fell  flat  on  the  ground.  The  shield,  of  somewhat 
unusual  shape,  is  mostly  hidden  by  Miss  Liberty’s  leg.  Her  right 
hand,  quite  resembling  a lobster  claw,  endeavors  to  hold  the  shield 
and,  apparently,  a ribbon  at  the  same  time.  Her  left  hand  holds  a 
posy,  or  perhaps  an  olive  branch.  Around  the  border  is  the  inscrip- 
tion UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  in  a font  that  seems  to 
be  too  small,  with  the  date  1870  very  large  by  comparison.  The 
reverse  is  of  the  standard  design,  and  is  the  so-called  cereal  wreath, 
said  to  have  been  suggested  to  Mint  Director  James  R.  Snowden 
by  numismatist  Harold  P.  Newlin,  and  first  used  on  certain  circu- 
lating coinage  in  1860. 

NGC  Census:  4;  4 finer  (Proof-66  finest). 


Gem  1871  Indian  Princess  Half  Dime 

J-1065  in  Silver 


1048  1871  pattern  half  dime.  Indian  Princess.  J-1065,  P-1200. 
Rarity-7-.  Proof-65  (NGC).  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  This  lovely- 
motif,  by  James  B.  Longacre,  was  produced  posthumously  in  1871 
(Longacre  died  on  New  Years  Day,  1869).  The  obverse  features 
Miss  Liberty  as  an  Indian  Princess,  seated  on  a globe,  inscribed 
LIBERTY  in  raised  letters.  Behind  her  are  two  flags  and  in  her 
hand  is  a Liberty  pole  surmounted  by  a cap.  The  reverse  is  of  the 
Standard  Silver  motif  Both  sides  have  a deep  mirror  surface,  but 
are  from  incompletely  polished  dies  (this  being  standard  for  all). 
The  color  is  mostly  bright  silver  with  light  gold  toning.  This  coin 
scores  high  marks  in  grade,  appearance,  and  overall  desirability. 

NGC  Census:  3;  none  finer. 
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The  Jewell  Collection 


Rare  1865  Judd-421  Pattern  100 

Proof  Dies  in  Copper 


Pleasing  1869  J-708  Pattern  Dime 

Standard  Silver  Series 


1049  1865  pattern  dime.  Liberty  Seated.  J-421,  P-493.  Rarity-7+. 
Proof-62  RB  (PCGS)  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  An  impression  in 
copper  or  bronze  from  dies  intended  to  strike  regular  silver  Proofs. 
We  have  not  matched  the  dies  precisely,  but  below  we  give  some 
notes  that  may  enable  a scholar  to  do  this. 

Relatively  few  copper  Proof  sets  were  made  of  the  silver  de- 
nominations, and  today  examples  such  as  this  are  exceedingly  rare. 
Indeed,  this  is  the  highest  graded  by  PCGS,  with  no  others  in  this 
category. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer. 

Die  technicalities:  The  obverse  has  numerous  raised  striae  or  finish  lines. 
These  are  mainly  at  a diagonal  of  about  30°  from  the  horizontal,  higher  on  the 
left  side,  sloping  down  to  the  right.  In  the  right  field,  opposite  Miss  Liberty’s 
knee,  some  vertical  die  striae,  quite  distinctive.  The  date  is  positioned  slightly 
closer  to  the  dentils  (as  measured  by  the  first  digit)  than  to  the  base  of  Miss 
Liberty.  The  lower  left  “corner”  of  the  1 is  slightly  left  of  the  center  of  a dentil, 
if  the  dentil  were  to  be  extended. 

On  the  reverse  some  tiny  raised  rust  “islands”  are  seen  between  the  right 
side  of  the  corn  husk  and  the  dentils  in  the  border. 


1868  Pattern  Dime 

J-646,  Fractional  Currency  Issue 


1050  1868  pattern  dime.  “Exchanged  for  U.S.  Notes.”  J-646,  P- 
718.  Rarity-7+.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Aluminum.  Plain  edge. 
Silvery  surfaces  with  mottled  areas  of  deep  gray.  Tied  with  one 
other  example  ofJ-646  for  finest  certified  by  PCGS.  This  design, 
with  the  Shield  motif  on  the  obverse  and  inscription  EXCHANGE 
FC)R/U.S.  NOTES,  w'as  one  of  several  proposals  to  create  a coin 
to  be  e.xchanged  for  fractional  currency  notes  then  in  circulation. 
Such  bills,  first  produced  under  the  title  of  Postage  Currency  in 
August  1862,  gave  way  to  what  eventually  became  four  more  se- 
ries, through  the  mid  1 870s.  By  1 868,  the  date  on  the  present  coin, 
many  Fractional  Currency  bills  in  circulation  were  in  low  grade, 
virtually  in  tatters.  David  Cassel  has  studied  this  series  intensely, 
and  much  of  his  research  is  reflected  in  the  current  edition  of  the 
Judd  book,  to  be  continued  in  the  next  edition  when  released  later 
this  year  (tentative  date). 

pf  ' ;S  Pnpuljtioii:  2;  none  finer. 


1051  1869  pattern  dime.  Standard  Silver.  J-708,  P-787.  Rarity-5. 
Proof-65  (NGC).  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  A very  nice  example  of 
this  popular  Standard  Silver  issue,  one  of  various  portrait,  metal, 
and  edge  styles,  primarily  created  for  the  numismatic  trade.  In  this 
incarnation  Miss  Liberty  is  facing  to  the  right,  wearing  a plain  band 
on  her  hair.  Under  careful  examination  it  will  be  seen  that  neither 
die  was  completely  finished  and  the  obverse  die  was  left  rather 
“raw,”  except  that  without  preparing  it  properly  a mirror  surface 
was  added  by  polishing.  However,  there  are  many  raised  die  striae 
in  different  directions.  Here  is  another  variety  that  is  quite  inter- 
esting to  contemplate  under  magnification. 

NGC  Census:  4;  3 finer  (Proof-67  finest). 


Exceptional  1869  Pattern  100 

Judd-716a 


1052  1869  pattern  dime.  Liberty  Seated.  J-716a,  P-796.  Rarity- 
7+.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  A very  curious  as- 
pect is  presented  by  this  Liberty  Seated  dime,  the  obverse  being  an 
impression  from  a working  die,  but  without  the  date  punched  in. 
The  die  has  not  been  finished  and  shows  many  parallel  striae.  The 
top  of  the  first  S (STATES)  is  broken  at  the  center,  on  the  reverse 
we  have  simply  the  inscription  indicating  the  metal  content,  re- 
flecting that  this  die  was  made  for  pattern  purposes.  Again,  the  die 
is  not  finished  and  there  are  many  raised  striae,  mostly  parallel,  but 
some  at  odd  angles.  This  die  was  made  in  haste,  as  evidenced  by 
the  irregular  spacing  of  the  letters  (too  wide  of  a gap  between  [NIC] 
and  the  two  crude  lines  scribed  above  the  date). 

This  particular  die  combination,  in  a class  by  itself,  is  one  of 
the  most  interesting  of  its  era. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  2 finer  (Proof-64  finest). 
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1870  Pattern  Dime 

Bright  and  Beautiful  J-837 


1053  1870  pattern  dime.  Standard  Silver.  J-837,  P-928.  Rarity-5. 
Proof-65  CAMEO  (NGC).  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  Brilliant,  and 
as  fully  bright  as  it  must  have  appeared  the  day  it  was  struck.  As  she 
appears  on  the  present  coin,  Miss  Liberty  faces  right,  wearing  a 
Phrygian  cap,  with  her  hair  nicely  styled  in  a rolling,  twisted  tress, 
ornamented  by  two  large  stars  visible  from  the  side,  with  traces  of 
a third  star  as  well,  the  balance  being  out  of  view.  Again,  the  dies 
were  hastily  finished,  particularly  the  obverse,  which  shows  the 
improbable  combination  of  deep  mirror  surface  over  a field  that 
has  not  been  properly  ground  down  and  finished.  Incidentally,  all 
examples  are  this  way,  so  from  a valuation  viewpoint  this  com- 
ment has  no  effect. 

NGC  Census:  7;  4 finer  (l'’roof-66  finest). 

1870  J-846  Pattern  Dime 


1054  1870  pattern  dime.  Standard  Silver.  J-846,  P-945.  Rarity-7- 
. Proof-64  BN  (PCGS).  Copper.  Plain  edge.  Yet  another  pre- 
sentment of  Miss  Liberty  appears  on  this  coin,  wearing  a sharply 
pointed  coronet  as  well  as  a plain  band,  neither  with  inscription, 
and  with  her  hair  in  the  back  in  a rather  large  and  unsupported 
bun.  The  rich  brown  toning  on  this  piece  precludes  careful  ex- 
amination of  die  characteristics,  but  no  doubt  outside  of  the  certi- 
fied holder  and  under  magnification  many  interesting  things  could 
be  seen. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  1 finer  (Proof-65). 


1870  Standard  Silver  Pattern  Dime 

J-864  in  Copper 


(2x  photo) 


1055  1870  pattern  dime.  Standard  Silver.  J-864,  P-952.  Rarity- 
7+.  Proof-63  RB  (PCGS).  Copper.  Plain  edge.  Very  attractive 
red-brown  surfaces  are  interrupted  by  several  darker  spots,  yield- 
ing the  grade  of  Proof-63  RB  as  assigned.  Among  the  three  finest 
examples  of  the  variety  certified  by  PCGS.  Miss  Liberty  faces  right, 
and  wears  a sharp  pointed  coronet  and  a plain  hair  ribbon. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  1 finer  within  any  designation  (Proof-64  RB). 


1874  Pattern  200 
Judd-1355  in  Copper 
Judd  Plate  Coin 


1056  1874  pattern  twenty  cents.  Liberty  Seated.  J-1355,  P-1499. 
Rarity-6-.  Proof-64  BN  (NGC).  Copper.  Plain  edge.  The  sec- 
ond highest  example  ofJ-1355  graded  by  NGC,  the  present  piece 
was  also  the  plate  coin  in  the  eighth  edition  of  United  States  Pattern 
Coins.  The  obverse,  by  William  Barber,  depicts  Miss  Liberty  seated 
on  a globe,  facing  left,  her  right  hand  holding  a pole  on  which  is  a 
liberty  cap,  and  her  left  hand  resting  on  a globe  inscribed  LIBERTY. 
To  her  left  and  right  are  produce  and  vegetation,  seemingly  an  olive 
leaf  by  her  leg  and  shock  of  wheat  behind  her.  Stars  surround  and 
the  date  1874  is  below.  The  obverse  die  was  not  basined  but  is  plane, 
but  not  completely  so,  as  there  is  a change  in  the  curvature  in  cer- 
tain areas  to  the  lower  left.  The  reverse  depicts  a perched  eagle  bor- 
rowed from  the  trade  dollar  of  the  era,  with  appropriate  inscriptions 
around.  Both  surfaces  are  toned  an  olive  color. 

NGC  Census:  1;  1 finer  (Proof-65  BN). 

The  plate  coin  in  the  most  recent  edition  of  the  Judd  reference. 


1875  Pattern  Twenty  Cents 

Finest  Judd-1395  Certified 


1057  1875  pattern  twenty  cents.  Sailor  Head.  J-1395,  P-1538.  Rar- 
ity-7+.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Nickel.  Plain  edge.  Likely  all  stops 
will  be  pulled  out  when  this  piece  crosses  the  block,  for  it  is  the 
solo  finest  certified  by  NGC  and,  beyond  that,  the  obverse  is  the 
immensely  popular  “Sailor  Head”  desigir  by  William  Barber.  More- 
over, the  nickel  alloy  is  rather  unusual  as  a metal  for  a Gventy-cent 
piece.  Beyond  that,  the  piece  is  brilliant  and  very  attractive.  There 
is  some  lightness  at  the  highest  point,  common  to  all  issues,  and 
due  to  the  hardness  of  the  nickel  metal.  This  particular  alloy  some- 
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Rare  1867  Pattern  25^ 
Judd-590  in  Copper 
Eighth  Edition  Judd  Plate 
Finest  Graded 


1060  1869  pattern  quarter.  Standard  Silver.  J-721,  P-802.  Rarity- 
5.  Proof-65  (NGC).  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  Bright  silver  surfaces 
with  a hint  of  golden  toning,  this  is  one  of  many  entries  in  the  so- 
called  Standard  Silver  pattern  series,  issues  that  became  stock  in 
trade  for  certain  mint  insiders.  The  present  coin  is  well  struck  and 
quite  nice.  Both  dies  were  given  a mirror  finish  before  completely 
dressing  them,  adding  interest  (this  aspect  being  discussed  several 
other  places  among  patterns  and  other  coins  in  this  catalogue,  but 
hardly  ever  elsewhere). 


1869  Judd-721  Pattern  250 

Popular  Standard  Silver  issue. 


(2x  photo) 


1059  1867  pattern  quarter.  Liberty  Seated.  J-590,  P-654.  Rarity- 
7+.  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  At  Proof-64 
RJ3,  with  a few  flecks  here  and  there,  this  piece  represents  one  of 
just  two  graded  at  this  level  by  PCGS,  none  finer.  Both  obverse 
and  reverse  are  from  the  regular  Proof  dies,  but  struck  here  in  cop- 
per as  a numismatic  delicacy.  And,  what  a delicacy  it  is.  Few  such 
pieces  survive  today. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer. 

The  plate  coin  in  the  most  recent  edition  of  the  Judd  reference. 


times  yields  unsatistactory  results,  but  in  the  present  instance  the 
fields  are  deeply  mirrorlike.  The  nice  touch  is  provided  by  the  20 
within  the  shield,  which  e.xhibits  full  Proof  surface  on  the  level 
with  the  fields  outside  of  the  shield. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer. 

1865  Transitional  Pattern  Quarter 

J-426,  With  Motto 


1058  1865  pattern  quarter.  Transitional,  with  motto.  J-426,  P- 
498.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-63  RB  (NGC).  Copper.  Reeded  edge. 
Orange-brown  surfaces,  seemingly  cleaned  long  ago,  now  retoned. 
Some  contact  marks  in  the  field  are  mostly  blended  in  with  the 
toning.  The  strike  is  quite  sharp.  The  key  selling  point  and  attrac- 
tion of  the  variety  is  the  presence  of  the  motto  IN  GOD  WE 
TRUST  on  the  reverse,  as  regularly  used  on  circulating  quarters 
in  1866,  but  here  on  a pattern  dated  a year  earlier.  No  doubt  much 
attention  will  be  given  to  this  piece  as  it  crosses  the  block. 

NGC  Census:  2;  3 finer  (Proof-66  finest). 
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1869  Standard  Silver  Pattern  250 

J-723,  Gem  Proof  in  Copper 


(2x  photo) 


1061  1869  pattern  quarter.  Standard  Silver.  J-723,  P-804.  Rarity- 
7+.  Proof-65  RD  (NGC).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  A splendid 
specimen,  notably  above  average  in  quality  for  a copper  striking. 
Rich  orange  surface,  slightly  toning  to  brown.  Some  flecks  here 
and  there,  but  generally  pristine,  nice  enough  to  surely  rank  this  as 
among  the  very  finest  known.  A “keeper”  as  they  say. 

NGC  Census:  3;  1 finer  (Proof'-67). 


1870  Liberty  Seated  Pattern  Quarter 

J-884,  Barber  Design 


1063  1870  pattern  quarter.  Barber’s  Liberty  Seated.  J-884,  P-982. 
Rarity-6+.  Proof-64  BN  (NGC).  Copper.  Plain  edge.  An  in- 
teresting example  of  this  issue,  the  present  piece  is  a veritable  pal- 
ette of  color,  mostly  coppery  in  hue,  particularly  at  the  centers, 
but  with  notable  areas  of  gold,  sea  green,  blue,  and  magenta.  The 
motif  is  the  familiar  style  by  William  Barber  seen  across  other  de- 
nominations, with  unsupported  Liberty  cap  on  pole,  etc. 

NGC  Census:  2;  5 finer  (Proof-66  finest). 


1869  Standard  Silver  Pattern  Quarter 

J-728,  Proof  in  Silver 


1062  1869  pattern  quarter.  Standard  Silver.  J-728,  P-809.  Rarity- 
6+.  Proof-64.  Silver.  Plain  edge.  What  a beautiful  coin  this  is! 
Graded  Proof-64  for  starters,  the  present  cataloguer  (QDB)  calls 
it  a Proof-65  or  even  finer.  The  quality  is  all  there.  Both  obverse 
and  reverse  are  well  struck,  pristine  and  original,  and  have  delicate 
iridescent  toning  over  deep  mirror  surfaces.  Indeed,  this  is  one  of 
the  finest  we  have  ever  seen,  a comment  of  importance  in  view  ot 
past  offerings.  Probably  the  most  unusual  aspect  of  the  present  piece 
is  that  it  is  not  in  a certified  holder.  As  such,  prospective  bidders 
can  examine  it,  come  to  their  own  conclusions,  determine  where 
to  send  it,  and  try  to  outguess  each  other  as  to  the  grade  that  will 
be  assigned.  What  fun! 


Attractive  1870  Pattern  Quarter 
J-902  in  Copper 
None  Graded  Finer  by  NGC 


1064  1870  pattern  quarter.  Standard  Silver.  J-902,  P-1017.  Rar- 
ity-7-. Proof-64  BN  (NGC).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  An  attrac- 
tive example  of  this  issue,  the  present  piece  is  toned  gunmetal- 
blue,  magenta,  and  copper.  The  portrait  of  Miss  Liberty  appears 
with  a band  inscribed  LIBERTY  and  one  star  on  her  forehead;  her 
hair  is  in  a ponytail,  sort  of  Typical  of  many  if  not  most  Standard 
Silver  issues,  the  dies  are  highly  polished  to  a mirrorlike  finish  but 
have  not  been  completely  treated  otherwise,  yielding  interesting 
observations  under  magnification.  The  present  example  ofJ-864 
is  tied  for  finest  graded  by  PCGS. 

NGC  Census:  2;  none  finer. 
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1870  Standard  Silver  Pattern  Quarter 

J-921,  Copper 


1065  1870  pattern  quarter.  Standard  Silver.  J-921,  P-1025.  Rar- 
ity-7-. Proof-64  BN  (PCGS).  Copper.  Plain  edge.  Deep  cop- 
per color,  somewhat  of  a matte  appearance.  Miss  Liberty  is  seen 
facing  to  the  right,  as  always  in  this  series,  here  wearing  a headband 
inscribed  LIBERTY  in  widely  spaced  letters.  Part  of  the  Standard 
Silver  series  is.sued  in  quantity  at  the  time,  mostly  privately  to  fa- 
vorite dealers,  perhaps  enabling  certain  privileged  Mint  people  to 
enjoy  particularly  nice  vacations  “down  thejersey  shore”  (a  favor- 
ite destination  at  the  time). 

PCGS  Population:  4;  none  finer. 


1869  Standard  Silver  Pattern  Half  Dollar 

J-744,  Copper 


1067  1869  pattern  half  dollar.  Standard  Silver.  J-744,  P-825.  Rar- 
ity-7-. Proof-64  BN  (PCGS).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  Rich 
leather  brown  copper  surfaces.  A nice  example,  well  struck.  Miss 
Liberty  faces  to  the  right,  wears  a Phrygian  cap,  has  her  hair  in 
nicely  done  tresses,  with  two  stars  visible  near  the  top.  Across  the 
bottom  of  the  portrait  is  the  word  LIBERTY  on  a ribbon  of  rather 
complex  design,  (particularly  at  the  left).  On  close  examination 
the  tiny  letter  B can  be  seen  between  the  folds.  A nice  example. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  2 finer  (Proof-65  finest). 


Gorgeous  1871  Pattern  Quarter 
Judd-1100  in  Copper 
Solo  Finest  Graded 


1066  1871  pattern  quarter.  J-1100,  P-1236.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-65 
RD  (PCGS).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  A splendid  specimen  this 
is!  The  obverse  is  the  popular  Indian  Princess  motif,  by  the  late 
James  B.  Longacre,  featuring  Miss  Liberty  facing  to  the  left  using 
the  headdress  that  loosely  resembles  that  used  on  the  1854  Type  11 
gold  dollar.  The  reverse  is  from  the  standard  die  used  to  strike  Proofs 
of  this  era.  Relatively  few  examples  were  struck  of  this  issue  and 
today  no  more  than  a dozen  different  can  be  traced. 


PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer. 


..KY 


5 


Magnificent  1869  J-754  Pattern 

Half  Dollar  in  Silver 
The  Eliasberg  Coin 


1068  1869  pattern  half  dollar.  Standard  Silver.  J-754,  P-838.  Rar- 
ity-5.  Proof-65  (NGC).  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  The  Standard  Sil- 
ver patterns  are  always  interesting  to  contemplate  and  present  for 
sale.  They  are  always  popular,  a combination  of  tairly  high  pro- 
duction (in  the  context  of  patterns),  plus  interesting  characteris- 
tics. The  present  coin  brings  together  several  appeals,  including 
high  grade,  superb  eye  appeal  (perhaps  even  more  important  than 
the  grade),  and  a pedigree  to  the  collection  of  collections,  the  hold- 
ings of  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  Struck  in  silver,  this  piece  is  abso- 
lutely pristine,  the  surfaces  are  deeply  mirrorlike  with  some  inevi- 
table die  finish  lines  (characteristic  of  patterns  of  this  type),  here 
graced  with  gorgeous  light  iridescent  toning.  To  see  it  is  to  w'ant 
to  own  It. 

NGC  Census:  6;  4 finer  (Proof-67  finest). 

From  Bowers  and  Merena’s  sale  of  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg  Collection, 
May  1996,  Lot  265. 
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Splendid  1870  Pattern  Half  Dollar 
Barber’s  Liberty  Seated 
No  Finer  NGC  Grade 


(2x  photo) 


1069  1870  pattern  half  dollar.  Barber’s  Liberty  Seated.  J-935,  P- 
1041.  Rarity-6+.  Proof-65  BN  (NGC).  Copper.  Reeded  edge. 
A splendid  specimen  with  beautiful  eye  appeal.  The  fields  are  a 
rich  blend  of  iridescent  hues,  demonstrating  gold,  blue,  and  brown. 
The  details  are  well  struck.  Pattern  half  dollars  are  an  especially 
favorite  denomination,  and  the  inclusion  ofWilliam  Barber’s  Lib- 
erty Seated  design  is  a necessity  for  even  a basic  type  set.  The  present 
coin  is  worthy  of  careful  consideration. 

NGC  Census:  4;  none  finer. 


Some  Notes  on  1877  Pattern  Half  Dollars 

The  extensive  production  of  1877  pattern  half  dollars,  made  at  the  request  of 
Mint  Director  Henry  R.  Linderman,  was  intended  to  make  ready  designs  in  case 
Congress  mandated  the  extensive  production  of  regular  silver  dollars,  a denomi- 
nation that  had  been  struck  since  1873.  George  T.  Morgan  who  had  come  to  the 
mint  from  London,  as  an  assistant  to  Chief  Engraver  William  Barber,  did  not 
meet  with  a warm  welcome  by  Barber  or  his  son  Charles,  the  latter  also  an  assis- 
tant. In  fact,  Morgan  was  given  the  cold  shoulder  and  was  forced  to  work  outside 
the  mint  premises  for  a time. 

Half  dollars  of  this  year  were  combining  different  obverses  with  different  re- 
verses, creating  several  dozen  varieties  that  today  stand  at  the  very  apex  of  numis- 
matic demand.  For  years  these  have  been  classics,  and  several  have  endeavored  to 
acquire  as  many  different  varieties  as  possible,  .sort  of  a half-dollar  whist  game. 

In  1878  the  anticipated  silver  dollar  become  a reality  under  the  Bland- Alison 
Act  of  February  28,  and  in  early  March  silver  dollars  were  produced.  George  T. 
Morgan’s  pattern  half  dollar  dies  of  1877  were  used  in  this  regard,  the  portrait  of 
Miss  Liberty  on  the  obverse  and  an  eagle  on  the  reverse. 


1877  Pattern  Half  Dollar 
Judd-1515  in  Copper 
Solo  Finest  Graded 


{2x  photo) 


1070  1877  pattern  half  dollar.  Morgan’s  Liberty  Head.  J-1515,  P- 
1679.  Rarity-7+.  Proof-66  RB  (PCGS).  Copper.  Reeded  edge. 
This  lovely,  rare,  and  compelling  half  doUar  is  the  only  one  graded 
Proof-66  RB  by  PCGS,  with  none  finer.  The  obverse  features  the 
head  of  Miss  Liberty  by  George  T.  Morgan,  modeled  after  Anna 
Willess  Williams,  a Philadelphia  kindergarten  teacher.  In  this  incar- 
nation she  is  surrounded  by  a circle  of  beads,  outside  of  which  is  the 
inscription  E PLURIBUS  UNUM,  a constellation  of  stars,  and  the 
aO-important  date,  1877.  The  reverse,  also  by  Morgan,  shows  a rather 
militaristic  eagle  boldly  perched  on  a cartouche  inscribed  in  incuse 
letters,  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST.  This  same  type  cartouche  was  used 
elsewhere  by  Morgan,  notably  variations  on  the  reverse  of  the  1879 
Schoolgirl  pattern  silver  dollar  and  the  191 5-S  Panama-Pacific  com- 
memorative quarter  eagle.  From  the  left  of  the  cartouche  springs  an 
olive  branch,  while  to  the  right  are  three  dynamic  arrows  with  zig- 
zag shafts,  an  interesring  touch,  perhaps  indicating  electrical  strength. 
Around  is  a circle  of  beads  matching  the  obverse,  with  the  nice  ar- 
tistic touch  that  the  eagle’s  wings  protrude  and  extend  into  the  let- 
tering inscriptions  around. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer. 
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(2x  photo) 

1072  1870  pattern  dollar.  J-1002,  P-1134.  Rarity-6-.  Proof-65 
(NGC).  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  Checking  in  at  the  Proof-65  desig- 
nation, this  is  the  only  piece  graded  by  NGC  at  this  level,  with 
none  finer.  The  obverse  depicts  William  Barber’s  version  of  Miss 
Liberty,  hardly  a match  for  the  artistry  of  Gobrecht,  but  still  quite 
interesting  as  a distinctive  pattern.  The  reverse  ot  this  variets’  is  the 
standard  die  used  to  strike  Proofs  of  the  era.  For  purposes  ot  iden- 
tification for  scholars  interested  in  such,  and  for  future  reference 
around  the  office,  we  note  that  this  die  has  a distinctive  raised  line 
extending  from  the  upper  right  outside  of  the  ribbon,  just  past  the 
second  T (TRUST),  upward  to  touch  the  right  foot  ot  the  first  .\ 
(AMERICA). 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 

I-roin  the  L>  Jolla  Collection. 


1870  Judd-1002  Pattern  Silver  $1 
Barber’s  Liberty  Seated  Motif 
Solo  Finest  Graded 


Exceedingly  Important  1877  Pattern  500 

Gem  Judd-1541 


1071  1877  pattern  half  dollar.  J-1541,  P-1712.  Rarity-7-.  Proof- 
65  RD  (PCGS).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  A splendid  gem  speci- 
men ofj- 141  this  is  the  one  and  only  certified  at  this  level  by  PCGS, 
none  in  competition.  The  obverse  is  quite  distinct  in  comparison 
to  other  patterns  of  this  year  and  is  referred  to  in  the  Judd  text 
(eighth  edition)  as  “Paquet’s  Liberty  Head,”  attributed  to  Anthony 
Paquet,  and  featuring  the  head  of  Miss  Liberty  facing  to  the  left, 
wearing  a ribbon  decorated  at  the  front  with  one  star,  and  inscribed 
LIBERTY  incuse,  hair  tied  in  a knot  at  the  back  of  her  neck,  thir- 
teen stars  around,  1877  below.  There  are  two  obverse  die  variet- 
ies, the  first  having  the  1 (1877)  positioned  below  and  to  the  right 
of  the  tip  of  the  neck.  This  die  seems  to  have  cracked  at  an  early 
time,  as  vividly  displayed  on  the  present  specimen,  which  shows 
what  is  probably  a stress  or  hardening  crack  extending  to  the  right 
of  the  13th  star,  through  the  bottom  of  the  date  numerals,  con- 
tinuing through  the  first  five  stars  at  the  left.  The  revere  of  this 
issue,  designated  as  “Paquet’s  Heraldic  Eagle,”  shows  a very  strongly 
depicted  large  eagle,  wings  widely  spread,  with  a shield  in  its  breast, 
inscriptions  as  illustrated.  WhileJ-1541  is  desirable  as  an  1877  pat- 
tern rarity,  it  is  even  more  so  as  a very  distinctive  ty’pe,  seemingly 
by  a different  artist,  from  the  main  array  of  patterns  of  this  year. 
Moreover,  impressions  m copper  are  rarely  seen  as  nice  as  this, 
regardless  of  variety. 

F(  1 tX  I’Dpul.ition:  1;  none  finer. 


(2x  photo) 
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Rare  1870  Judd-1007  Pattern  $1 

Striking  in  Aluminum 
None  Finer  Graded 
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(2x  photo) 


Superb  1871  Pattern  Dollar 
Judd-1142  in  Copper 
High  Condition  Census 


(2x  photo) 


1073  1870  pattern  dollar.  J-1007,  P-1140.  Rarity-7+.  Proof-64 
Cameo  (PCGS).  Aluminum.  Plain  edge.  Offered  here  is  an 
example  of  the  same  design  as  preceding,  from  the  identical  ob- 
verse die,  and  from  a reverse  die  of  similar  design,  but  not  the  iden- 
tical one  (lacking  the  described  die  finish  line);  for  reference  we 
note  that  the  present  die  has  its  own  raised  finish  line,  horizontal, 
extending  from  the  bottom  of  the  lower  left  serif  of  N (UNITED) 
straight  to  the  left,  to  the  edge  of  the  wing.  This  is  a very  delicate 
line  and  can  only  be  seen  under  magnification.  This  is  a very  rare 
issue,  seldom  offered  in  any  grade.  The  piece  is  just  one  of  two  at 
this  level  certified  by  PCGS.  Were  it  not  for  a few  marks  on  Miss 
Liberty  it  probably  would  quality  for  a notch  higher,  becoming  the 
absolute  best.  Another  prize  for  the  pattern  specialist. 

I'CXIS  I'opulation:  2;  none  finer. 


1074  1871  pattern  dollar.  Indian  Princess.  J-1 142,  P-1284.  Rarity- 
7+.  Proof-64  RD  (PCGS).  Copper.  Plain  edge.  This  piece  is  one 
ot  the  most  attractive  copper  strikings  we  have  ever  seen  of  any  pat- 
tern ot  this  era.  The  surfaces  are  bright  copper-orange,  with  some 
hints  of  magenta,  with  only  a few  tiny  flecks  (far  fewer  than  npically 
seen  on  copper  strikes).  Sharply  struck  and  very  pleasing  to  the  eye. 
While  one  has  been  graded  higher  by  PCGS,  it  would  be  difficult  to 
contemplate  a piece  that  was  more  attractive  than  the  present.  How- 
ever, under  magnification  we  do  see  a few  marks  at  HER  (LIBERTY) 
on  the  globe,  hardly  visible,  and  perhaps  this  made  the  difference. 

The  obverse  is  Longacrc’s  Indian  Princess  design,  facing  left, 
with  the  headdress  loosely  resembling  that  used  on  the  Tvpe  II 
gold  dollar.  She  is  seated  on  a globe.  Her  right  hand  holds  a pole 
on  which  a liberU’  cap  is  mounted,  and  behind  her  are  rwo  tligs. 
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The  pole  is  ot  rather  unusual  shape  and  is  significantly  wider  at  the 
point  It  crosses  her  arm  than  it  is  above  or  below.  The  reverse  is 
the  Standard  Silver  pattern  die,  with  STANDARD  above  the  apex 
ot  a wreath,  the  latter  enclosing  the  inscription  1 DOLLAR. 

FCGS  Population:  2;  1 finer  (Proof-65). 


1879  Pattern  Morgan  $1 
Judd-1614  in  Copper 


(2x  photo) 

1075  1879  pattern  dollar.  Morgan’s  Liberty  Head.  J-1614,  P-1810. 
Rarity-7-.  Proof-64  BN  (PCGS).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  This 
pattern,  of  rich  leather  color,  soniew'hat  matte  (rather  than  mir- 
rorlike), is  a variation  on  the  standard  silver  Morgan  silver  dollar, 
the  obverse  being  the  same  as  the  regular  issue;  the  reverse  is  a 
pattern  style  incorporating  a different  version  of  the  eagle,  which 
dominates  the  center  and  holds  an  olive  branch  and  arrows,  but  in 
an  entirely  different  position  than  on  the  regular  version.  Around 


the  border  is  an  inscription,  including  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST,  in 
letters  that  seem  to  be  too  widely  spaced  and  which  disturb  the 
artistry  (opinion  here).  Most  all  patterns  have  interesting  charac- 
teristics. Rare  and  desirable,  the  finest  and  only  of  the  date  certi- 
fied by  PCGS  at  this  level. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer. 

Rare  1879  J-1616  Pattern  Dollar 

“Large  Eagle”  Reverse 


1076  1879  pattern  dollar.  Morgan’s  Liberty  Head,  Large  Eagle 
reverse.  J-1616,  P-1812.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-64  BN  (PCGS). 
Copper.  Reeded  edge.  One  of  several  interesting  patterns  of  the 
1878-1880  era,  the  present  piece  essentially  mates  the  standard 
Morgan  dollar  obverse  with  a strictly  pattern  reverse,  never  used 
for  circulation.  On  the  reverse  can  be  seen  an  eagle  with  stocky 
wings,  with  what  seems  to  be  a somewhat  abruptly  clipped  tail, 
holding  a very  substantial  olive  branch  and  three  arrows.  Above  in 
the  field  is  E PLURIBUS  UNUM,  not  particularly  well  situated; 
if  artistic  it  would  be  arranged  in  a gentle  curve.  The  intended 
purpose  of  this  and  several  related  patterns  of  the  era  is  not  known. 
It  could  be  chat  Morgan’s  regular  design  introduced  in  March  1878 
for  coinage  was  to  be  replaced,  but  this  does  not  seem  likely. 

PCGS  Popubtion:  2;  7 finer  (Proof-66  finest). 
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1885  Pattern  Morgan  $1 

Judd-1750  Proof  Dies  in  Aluminum 


(2x  photo) 

t 1077  1885patterndollar.  Morgan’s  Liberty  Head.  J-1750,  P-1963. 

Rarity-8.  Proof-64  (NGC).  Aluminum.  Reeded  edge.  To  cre- 
ate this  special  piece  the  regular  Proof  dies  of  Morgan  dollars  of 
this  year,  with  reeded  edge,  were  used  to  strike  pieces  in  alumi- 
num rather  than  silver.  The  present  piece  has  light  gray  color,  is 
nicely  struck,  and  is  a fine  example  of  this  great  rarity.  Indeed,  this 
lists  as  Rarity-8,  with  this  piece  being  the  solo  finest  graded  by 
NGC. 

In  1885  someone  in  charge  of  Proof  coinage  at  the  Mint  thought 
It  to  be  a dandy  idea  to  make  a set  of  all  denominations  from  the 
Indian  cent  to  the  double  eagle  m aluminum,  and  did  so.  When 
this  happened,  no  one  knows,  as  no  paper  trail  was  kept.  Indeed,  it 
was  policy  not  to  write  anything  down,  lest  these  shenanigans  be 
revealed.  Two  years  later,  in  1887,  when  a new  Mint  director  de- 
cided to  investigate  what  patterns  had  been  made  in  recent  de- 


cades, he  summoned  the  official  records,  and  was  able  to  find  that 
some  1868  aluminum  Proof  sets  had  been  made,  but  nothing  else 
at  all  was  found  about  the  hundreds  of  other  varieties  struck  to  the 
extent  of  thousands  of  pieces!  This,  of  course,  is  great  fun,  as  arc 
other  mint  capers  (such  as  the  mystery  surrounding  the  1913  Lib- 
erty nickel  a generation  or  so  later).  Numismatists  are  fortunate 
today  to  have  such  pieces  to  collect.  Indeed,  having  a Morgan  dol- 
lar struck  in  aluminum  has  to  be  a first  class  curiosity! 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 


1868  Pattern  Half  Eagle 
International  Design 
J-656  in  Copper 


1078  1868  pattern  half  eagle.  International  design.  J-656,  P-729. 
Rarity-7-.  Proof-65  BN  (PCGS).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  A 
nice  example  of  this  copper  striking,  well  struck  and  with  good 
color.  This  issue  is  denominated  both  in  French  and  United  States 
styles,  giving  on  the  reverse  the  inscriptions  5/DOLLARS/25/ 
FRANCS.  This  was  the  American  product  of  a monetary  confer- 
ence held  in  an  effort  to  create  an  international  coin,  a concept 
that  was  to  appear  now  and  then  in  later  times  and  to  spawn  many 
interesting  patterns  (including  the  1874  Bickford  $10,  the  metric 
dollar  series  of  1878-1880,  and  the  famous  $4  Stellas  of  1879  and 
1880).  The  concept  of  an  international  coinage  was  flawed,  as  ex- 
change rates  rarely  remained  set  for  more  than  a short  time.  Thus, 
it  is  quite  likely  that  the  exchange  rate  expressed  on  a coin  one 
year  would  be  incorrect  a year  or  two  later. 

The  present  motif,  byjames  B.  Longacrc,  was  mainly  produced 
to  illustrate  the  concept,  not  with  the  serious  thought  of  striking 
such  pieces  for  general  use.  Miss  Liberty’s  portrait  is  small  with 
abundant  hair,  and  of  not  particularly  pleasant  visage.  On  the  re- 
verse the  wreath  seems  a bit  heavy’  in  relation  to  the  inscription  it 
encloses. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  none  finer. 
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COLONIAL  AND  EAICLY 
AMERICAN  COINS 

Our  brief  but  interesting  run  of  early  American  coins  includes  some 
very  memorable  pieces.  A high  grade  Oak  Tree  shilling  is  on  many  spe- 
cialized want  lists,  and  few  coins  boasts  more  history  than  a silver  coin 
from  17th-century  Boston.  The  London  Elephant  token  that  follows  is 
one  of  the  very  finest  known  and  would  be  a showcase  coin  in  any  collec- 
tion— even  the  Norwebs  didn’t  have  one  as  nice!  A delightful  1787 
Immunis  Columbia  copper  is  far  finer  than  most  seen,  and  among  state 
coppers  our  1788  Connecticut  Miller  3-B.l  is  a rarity,  especially  on  such 
unusual  planchet  stock  as  seen  here.  Popular  items  such  as  Fugio  cents  and 
Washington  pieces — led  by  a silver  Washington  Funeral  medal — round 
out  our  offering. 


Choice  EF  Oak  Tree  Shilling 


(2x  photo) 


1079  1652  Massachusetts  Oak  Tree  shilling.  Noe-ll.  Rarity-6.  EF- 
45.  72.3  grains.  Deep  silver  gray  with  smooth,  glossy  surfaces  and 
e.xcellent  detail.  Nicely  struck  on  a nearly  round  planchet,  legend 
IN  somewhat  tight  at  5:30  on  obverse  but  other  obverse  legends 
complete,  reverse  legends  ideally  centered  and  complete.  The  tree 
is  boldly  defined.  A natural  planchet  depression  affects  the  top  of  1 
in  the  date.  In  cataloguing  this  piece  in  the  Hain  collection,  Mike 
Hodder  noted  its  superiority  to  the  Norweb  coin  and  nearly  all 
others  seen  of  the  variety.  As  a type  coin,  this  piece  would  excel- 
lently represent  cither  the  Oak  Tree  type  (ca.  1662-67)  or  the  whole 
of  Massachusetts  silver  coinage. 

f'rom  Suck 's  stile  of  the  Hain  Collection,  JanuarY  15,  2002,  Lot  57. 
Pnhlifhetl  in  the  .-WS'  1991  exhibition  of  Massachusetts  silver,  tl50. 


1080  1723  Wood’s  Hibernia  halfpenny.  Breen-155.  MS-64  (NGC). 

No  pellet  before  H,  Large  3 variety.  Glossy  chocolate  brown  with 
hints  of  red  in  the  protected  areas  and  strong  lustre  on  both  sides. 


1081  1773  Virginia  halfpenny.  Newman  26-Y.  Period  after 
GEORGIVS,  8 Harpstrings.  MS-60  RB.  102.2  grains.  A gen- 
erous amount  of  mint  red  remains  on  the  satiny  surfaces,  bolstered 
in  appearance  by  strong  underlying  lustre.  A nice  coin  in  that  it 
has  yet  to  be  fussed  with  by  any  well-meaning  collectors  or  deal- 
ers; it  has  been  allowed  to  mellow  on  its  own.  A faint  old  planchet 
crease  across  George’s  cheek,  as  struck,  is  the  only  mark  of  note. 

1082  1737  Great  Britain  halfpenny.  George  II.  Double-struck.  VG-8. 
150.3  grains.  Medium  brown  with  chestnut  highlights,  surfaces 
very  lightly  porous.  Broadly  double  struck,  the  second  dominant 
strike  a few  degrees  right  of  the  first  strike,  two  dates  on  the 
planchet,  most  legends  doubled  as  well.  Rare. 


Exemplary  London  Elephant  Token 

Traces  of  Mint  Color 


1083  Undated  London  Elephant  token.  Breen-186,  Hodder  2-B. 
Thick  Planchet.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  A lustrous  and  highly  at- 
tractive example  of  this  very  popular  type,  one  of  the  very  finest 
we  have  seen.  Choice  deep  mahogany  surfaces  retain  some  faded 
mint  color  in  protected  areas.  The  surfaces  are  essentially  pristine — 
free  of  either  surface  marks  or  the  inevitable  scattered  planchet 
flaws  seen  on  most  examples  of  this  ty'pe.  The  obverse  fields  arc 
immaculate,  the  dentils  are  broad  at  the  borders,  and  the  strike  is 
centered.  There  is  either  a tiny  rim  bruise  or  a flat  spot  on  the  rim 
above  3:00  on  the  obverse  that  does  not  seriously  impair  the  aes- 
thetic appeal.  The  reverse  is  perhaps  better  than  the  obverse,  with 
more  lustre  and  the  same  freedom  from  significant  flaws.  This 
example  is  finer  than  any  of  the  Norweb  coins  in  terms  of  surface 
quality,  and  nothing  like  this  was  in  the  Ford  II  s.ile.  A piece  that 
would  satisfy  the  most  discerning  colonial  enthusiast. 
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Superb  Voce  Populi  “Stern  Bust” 


1084  1760  Voce  Populi  halfpenny.  Nelson-9,  Zelinka  6-C.  The 
Stern  Bust.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Choice  frosty  chocolate  brown  with 
excellent  gloss  and  eye  appeal.  The  surface  quality  is  excellent  and 
the  strike  is  tar  above  average,  sharper  than  the  Ford  specimen  de- 
spite showing  a similarly  fatigued  reverse  die  and  heavy  evidence 
of  die  clashing  on  both  sides.  The  reverse  legends  and  date  are 
complete,  and  both  sides  are  corrosion-free.  The  Ford  coin  brought 
$1380;  this  coin  is  superior  in  every  way  and  would  make  a great 
type  coin. 

Choice  1760  Voce  Populi 

The  Zelinka  Plate  Coin 


1085  1760  Voce  Populi  halfpenny.  Nelson-15,  Z 3-C.  MS-63  BN 
(NGC).  Choice  dark  chocolate  brown  fields  are  smooth  and  glossy, 
with  deep  mahogany  tones  framing  the  peripheries  on  both  sides. 
An  excellent  specimen,  apparently  unworn  and  showing  all  the 
raised  artifacts  inherent  in  the  die.  A little  softer  at  the  centers 
than  the  impressive  Ford  piece  (which  was  more  worn  though  a 
bit  better  struck),  but  still  bold  enough  to  be  called  “virtually  no 
wear  ...  exceedingly  sharply  struck”  by  the  Taylor  cataloguer.  An 
exceptional  coin  boasting  one  of  early  American  coins’  most  de- 
sired provenances. 

From  Bowers  and  Merena’s  sale  of  the  Frederick  Taylor  Collection, 
March  1987,  Lot  2031.  Plated  in  Jerry  Zelinka’ s “The  Enigmatic  Voce 
Populi  Halfpenny  of  1760,  ” Colonial  Newsletter,  October  1976. 


1086  1785  Nova  Constellatio  copper.  Crosby  3-B,  Breen-1111. 
Pointed  Rays,  Large  US.  AU-58  (NGC).  Attractive  dark  brown 
and  olive  with  mostly  smooth  surfaces.  Glossy  and  appealing,  sharp 
even  at  centers,  nicely  centered  and  showing  a complete  all-seeing 
eye.  Some  raised  deposits  are  noted  at  peripheries  on  both  sides, 
inactive  and  inconsequential.  Middle  die  state  with  the  break  at 
the  bottom  of  the  wreath  not  yet  extending  downward.  A good 


specimen  of  this  classic  early  American  type,  one  that  no  doubt 
saw  circulation  in  America  when  many  other  types  equally  popu- 
lar among  modern  collectors  had  little  or  no  chance  of  making  it 
to  American  shores  outside  of  a coin  collection. 


High-Grade  1787  Immunis  Columbia 


1087  1787  Immunis  Columbia  copper.  Breen-1137.  MS-61  BN 
(NGC).  Even  deep  brown  surfaces,  smooth  and  attractive,  with 
lighter  steel  devices.  A delightful  specimen,  on  a broader  planchet 
than  often  seen  and  this  with  complete  IMMUNIS  COLUMBIA 
legends  and  a nice  full  1787  date.  Some  very  faint  granularity  is 
noted  under  magnification,  but  the  fields  appear  smooth  and  glossy 
and  no  marks  of  consequence  are  present.  The  feathers  show  some 
detail  at  central  reverse — not  always  the  case  even  on  unworn 
pieces.  Interesting  die  state,  with  a crack  from  first  U of  UNUM 
to  the  top  of  the  wdng  and  an  off-center  die  clash  visible  along  the 
left  reverse  periphery.  An  important  early  American  type. 
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Popular  Vermont  Baby  Head 


1088  1786  Vermont  copper.  Ryder-9.  Rarity-3.  Baby  Head.  VF-30. 

1 10.3  grains.  Attractive  two-toned  dark  steel  brown  with  devices  of 
light  to  medium  brown.  Lightly  granular  but  appealing  overall,  old 
horizontal  scrapes  at  ND  of  INDE  and  E ofET  on  the  reverse.  Planchet 
essentially  intact  and  not  heavily  flawed  as  usually  seen  on  this  popu- 
lar variety,  with  just  a minor  pit  above  the  laurel  on  obverse  and  a few 
smaller  and  inconsequential  pits  on  the  reverse.  Two  digits  of  the  date 
remain  bold  and  the  obverse  legends  are  intact.  The  detail  on  the 
uniform  is  excellent — showing  the  horizontal  chest  decorarion  and 
even  the  buttons  up  the  figure’s  left  front!  A raised  characteristic  un- 
der O of  VERMON  may  be  an  old  dull  reverse  nick  manifesring  on 
the  obverse  though  no  evidence  of  a mark  shows  on  the  reverse.  A 
very  nice  quality  example  ofa  design  that  defines  early  American  coin- 
age in  the  minds  of  many  coOectors. 


1089  1786  Vermont  copper.  R-11.  Mailed  Bust  Left.  Rarity-4.  VF- 

20.  110.2  grains.  Sharpness  commensurate  with  the  grade,  surtaces 
commensurate  with  the  variety.  Medium  to  deep  brown  with  lighter 
high  points.  Heavy  obverse  planchet  flaws,  as  struck,  at  TO  and 
across  the  portrait,  rim  to  tops  of  VERMON,  reverse  struck  to  left, 
rim  cuts  off  all  but  the  very  bottoms  of  INDE,  just  the  tops  of  17  in 
date  on  flan,  a few  hght  marks,  as  struck.  All  things  considered,  an 
example  of  Ryder-11  that  any  collector  would  be  glad  to  own. 

Lustrous  1787  Massachusetts  Half  Cent 


1090  1787  Massachusetts  half  cent.  Ryder  4-C.  Rarity-2.  MS-62 
BN  (PCGS).  Lovely  light  brown  with  some  ruddy  undertones 
and  traces  of  golden  highlights.  Good  lustre  remains,  nicely  struck, 
HALF  CENT  is  complete  on  reverse.  A few  pits,  as  struck,  are 
present  at  the  Indian’s  skirt  and  some  less  consequential  ones  are 
consigned  to  the  extreme  obverse  periphery.  An  e.xcellent  type 
coin,  not  quite  the  Ford  gem,  but  unlikely  to  sell  for  over  512,000 
too!  This  piece  would  admirably  represent  this  important  issue  in 
any  early  American  cabinet  or  date  set  of  half  cents  (which  can 
easily  start  here  rather  than  1793). 


Nice  1787  Massachusetts  Cent 


1091  1787  Massachusetts  cent.  Ryder  6-G.  Rarity-3.  EF-40.  150.4 
grains.  Medium  to  deep  tan  with  some  olive  highlights.  Some  wear 
on  the  high  points,  otherwise  absolutely  mark-free  and  enchant- 
ing as  such.  From  an  advanced  state  of  the  reverse  die;  cracks  are 
seen  through  SACHUSE  and  from  the  rim  upward  along  the  left 
side  of  the  8 in  the  date. 


1092  1787  Massachusetts  cent.  Ryder  2-A.  AU-58  (NGC).  Even 
dark  chocolate  brown  with  glossy  surfaces.  No  significant  marks, 
tiny  rim  bruise  noted  over  10:00  on  reverse.  Reverse  die  state  fa- 
tigued and  worn  with  a bold  “horn”  on  the  eagle  (Ryder  2b-A), 
sharply  defined  CENT  and  peripheral  legends.  An  attractive  ex- 
ample of  the  “Horned  Eagle”  variety,  one  that  used  to  belong  to 
Ryder  himself 

From  Stack’s  sale  of  the  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.  Collection,  October  2004, 
Lot  87.  Earlier,  from  “Sampson,  ” (either  H.  G.  Sampson  or  the  May  1932 
Elder  sale),  Hillyer  Ryder,  F.C.C.  Boyd. 


1093  1785  Connecticut  copper.  Miller  1-E.  Rarity-4.  Mailed  Bust 
Right.  VF-30.  145.2  grains.  A very  nice  example  of  this  scarce 
early  Connecticut  type,  struck  when  these  pieces  were  actually  at 
their  full  authorized  weight  (or,  in  the  present  case,  slightly  over 
the  144  grain  requirement).  Nice  light  brown  with  some  darker 
toning,  some  scattered  light  pits  as  struck,  full  legends  though  E of 
INDE  is  a bit  weak,  good  bold  four-digit  date.  There  are  a few 
tiny  nicks  on  the  rim,  including  over  C and  E of  CONNEC,  and 
a few  old  cuts  at  the  rim  over  LIB  blend  in.  Reverse  aligned  to- 
wards 12:00,  usual  weakness  on  reverse  design  types  but  still  prettv’ 
bold  and  easily  comparable  to  the  Perkins  coin.  A very  desirable 
Connecticut  copper. 
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1094  1786  Connecticut  copper.  M. 5. 4-0.1.  Mailed  Bust  Left. 
Rarity-2.  EF-40.  128.7  grains.  Sharpness  in  tune  with  the  as- 
signed grade,  deep  brown  with  faintly  lighter  high  points,  some 
microgranularity  seen  in  places,  scattered  central  obverse  and  re- 
verse marks,  most  likely  as  struck,  old  obverse  rim  cut  at  5:00. 
Nicely  centered  though  the  reverse  rim  clips  the  very  tops  of  LIB 
and  cuts  off  the  bottoms  of  the  date  numerals.  From  the  clashed 
state  of  the  dies,  inverted  date  above  effigy’s  head  on  obverse. 


I 1095  1787  Connecticut  copper.  M.  4-L.  Mailed  Bust  Left.  Early 
Die  State,  “hornless”  Horned  Bust.  Rarity-1.  VF-20.  133.4 
grains.  Medium  gray-brown  with  some  light  uniform  granularity, 
on  a large,  oval  flan,  as  frequently  found  for  the  earliest  die  state  of 
M.4-L,  here  without  a trace  of  the  “horn”  die  break  that  develops 
in  the  field  in  front  of  the  effigy,  and  later  connects  to  the  breast 
plate.  Nicely  centered  and  problem-free  save  for  the  aforemen- 
tioned granularity.  Nice. 

I 1096  1787  Connecticut  copper.  M.17-g.3.  Draped  Bust  Left.  Rarity-4-. 
VF-25  (PCGS).  Medium  tan  with  deeper  highlights.  Surfaces 
microscopically  porous,  otherwise  devoid  of  unsightly  marks, 
choice  overall.  Obverse  nicely  centered,  reverse  rim  to  very  tops 
ofINDE. 


1097  1787  Connecticut  copper.  M.19-g.4.  Draped  Bust  Left.  Rar- 
ity-3.  Choice  F-15.  139.2  grains.  Medium  orange-brown  with 
some  deeper  areas.  Nicely  centered,  light  unitorm  porosity,  some 
faint  scaling  in  places,  rim  ding  at  4:00  on  the  obverse.  Early  die 
state,  no  reverse  swelling  at  date,  numerals  clear  and  unimpeded. 
As  such,  considered  to  be  much  rarer  than  the  regularly-seen  die 
state,  perhaps  even  as  elusive  as  Rarity-6,  as  suggested  by  the  Stack’s 
cataloguer  in  the  Perkins  catalogue  (January  2000). 


1098  1787  Connecticut  copper.  M.  33.13-Z.6.  Rarity-5+.  VF-20.  124.3 
grains.  Attractive  dark  tan,  a bit  darker  on  the  reverse  but  with  tan 
highlights  on  the  devices.  Maybe  a little  bit  microscopically  granu- 
lar on  the  reverse  but  essentially  smooth  and  glossy,  much  better 
surfaces  than  the  Perkins  coin  (called  Rarity-6  there,  though  Mar- 
tin noted  38  specimens).  An  area  of  corrosion  at  7:00  on  the  obverse 
rim  and  a tiny  rim  bruise  are  noted,  natural  rim  flaw  atop  obverse. 
A very  appealing  specimen  of  this  rare  and  easily  identifiable  vari- 
ety, showing  a cud  over  O of  AUCTORI  like  all  from  this  obverse 
die  (all  of  which  arc  at  least  very  scarce  and  some  are  extremely  rare). 

Choice  1788  M.  3-B.l  Copper 

Not  Overstruck 


1099  1788  Connecticut  copper.  M. 3-B.l.  Rarity-5+.  Mailed  Bust 
Right.  VF-20.  122.6  grains.  Choice  dark  steel  with  glossy  surfaces. 
A highly  unusual  specimen  of  this  variety,  a die  pair  that  has  been 
described  as  “always”  overstruck  on  Nova  Constellatio  coppers  in 
the  past  and  is  certainly  typically  seen  with  signs  of  overstriking. 
This  example  is  on  a heavy,  chunky  planchet  that  shows  a beveled 
edge,  smooth  despite  some  microscopic  granularity,  and  nicely  struck 
up  at  centers.  A thin  straight  scratch  is  noted  from  rim  right  of  I of 
AUCTORI  to  central  obverse,  old  short  scratch  under  LIB,  some 
other  minor  marks.  The  overall  visual  appeal  is  lovely,  a contrast  to 
most  specimens  of  this  variety  which  are  rather  ugly.  Martin  listed 
38  specimens  known  to  him  in  his  additions  and  corrections  to  the 
Perkins  catalogue;  the  Perkins  coin  was  overstruck,  called  “about 
very  fine,”  and  brought  nearly  S3, 000. 

A coin  like  this  makes  you  wonder:  if  all  the  other  specimens  are  struck  over 
cheap  Nova  Constellatios  that  were  readily  found  in  circulation,  where  did  the 
minters  find  virgin  planchet  stock  for  this  coin? 

1100  1787  New  Jersey  copper.  M.45-e.  Rarity-5.  VC-8  128.5  grains. 
Uniformly  granular  medium  brown  with  lighter  highlights.  Struck 
very  slightly  off-center  though  no  peripheral  details  are  dimin- 
ished as  a result.  All  things  considered,  a pleasing  example  of  a 
scarce  and  desirable  issue. 


1101  1787  New  Jersey  copper.  M.55-m.  Rarity-4+.  VF-20.  147.7 
grains.  The  popular  Red  Book  variety  with  second  U in  PLURIBUS 
over  an  S.  Deep  golden  chestnut  with  mingled  brown  highlights. 
Some  light,  uniform  porosity  is  seen  on  both  sides,  a tiny  rim  bruise 
seen  at  the  top  of  the  obverse,  scattered  planchet  marks  on  reverse, 
no  doubt  as  struck,  still  an  appealing  specimen  of  this  moderately 
scarce  variety. 
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Nice  1787  Auctori  Plebis  Token 


1102  1787  Auctori  Plebis  token.  Breen-1147.  AU-58  (NGC).  Glossy 
medium  brown,  somewhat  woodgrained  with  tan  on  the  reverse. 
Better  struck  and  more  detailed  than  most,  good  eye  appeal,  a few 
light  scattered  marks.  Most  of  the  date  is  on  the  planchet  and  most 
of  the  drapery  shows  on  the  seated  reverse  figure.  A popular  18th- 
century  type,  commonly  collected  in  America  for  its  design  inspi- 
ration in  the  Connecticut  copper  series. 

Choice  Uncirculated  “1789”  Mott  Token 


1103  1789  Mott  token.  B-1020.  Thick  Planchet.  MS-64  (NGC). 

Glossy  chocolate  brown  with  underlying  lustre.  Nicely  struck  from 
a later,  lightly  rusted  state  of  the  dies,  here  with  the  die  break  at 
the  upper  left  corner  of  the  regulator  (clock)  just  formed.  This 
break  later  enlarges  and  encompasses  portions  of  the  legend  as  well. 


Choice  AU  1787  Fugio  Cent 


1105  1787  Fugio  cent.  Newman  8-B.  Rarity-2.  Pointed  Rays, 
UNITED  STATES.  AU-58  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  glossy 
deep  chocolate  brown,  an  appealing  example  of  the  type  and  vari- 
ety. Nicely  struck  and  devoid  of  marks  of  consequence. 

Mint  State  1787  Fugio  Cent 


1106  1787  Fugio  cent.  Newman  8-X.  Rarity-1.  Pointed  Rays, 
STATES  UNITED.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Medium  steel  brown 
with  rosy  and  golden  undertones  and  thorough  lustre  on  both  sides. 
Some  inherent  planchet  roughness  at  the  sun  face  and  base  of  re- 
verse, as  commonly  seen.  Obverse  die  broken  at  MIND  YOUR 
BUSINESS  and  somewhat  weakly  struck  in  the  area  as  a result, 
with  a bit  of  granularity  remaining  at  the  gnomen.  From  the  Bank 
of  New  York  hoard  and  desirable  as  a sharp  type  coin. 


1104  1787  Fugio  cent.  Newman  3-D.  Rarity-4.  Club  Rays, 
UNITED  STATES.  VF-30.  136.7  grains.  Medium  tan  with 
some  deepening  in  the  protected  areas,  some  detritus  gathered  there 
as  well.  Faint  old  diagonal  scratch  through  sun’s  rays  and  sundial, 
two  old  obverse  planchet  flaws  and  another  on  the  reverse,  all  as 
struck,  arc  the  only  marks  of  note.  An  altogether  pleasing  example 
of  this  popular  variety  with  club  rays  on  obverse. 


Choice  Mint  State  Fugio  Cent 

Red  and  Brown 


1107  1787  Fugio  cent.  Newman  8-X.  Rarity-1.  Pointed  Rays, 
STATES  UNITED.  MS-63  RB  (NGC).  Impeccable  cartwheel 
lustre  on  lovely  deep  violet  brown  surfaces  that  retain  generous 
mint  color  around  all  design  elements.  Slightly  earlier  die  state  than 
the  previous  coin  and  with  a better  central  strike,  planchet  flaw  at 
bottom  of  sun  rays,  another  below  9:00  on  the  reverse,  some 
“kegmarks”  which  are  really  marks  that  were  never  completely 
effaced  at  the  time  of  striking.  Fully  detailed  sun  face.  A remark- 
ably choice  example  for  the  grade  and  worthy  of  a very  strong  bid. 
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Rare  Raised  Rims  Fugio  Cent 

Choice  Fine 


' 1108  1787  Fugio  cent.  Newman  12-Z.  Rarity-6.  Raised  Rims  re- 
^ verse.  F-15.  153.8  grains.  Very  nice  even  light  brown  with  glossy 

surfaces  despite  some  microscopic  granularity,  discerned  only  with 
scrutiny.  A highly  attractive  piece,  choice  for  the  grade  and  free 
from  serous  impairments,  just  a tiny  little  rim  nick  left  of  the  sun 
face.  The  “raised  rims”  around  WE  ARE  ONE  on  the  reverse  are 
bold  and  easily  seen  with  the  naked  eye.  Far  finer  than  the  Ford 
piece,  which  realized  an  amazing  $4,600  despite  an  ill-defined  sun 
face  and  weak  date.  This  example  is  both  sharper  and  more  attrac- 
tive. An  important  and  rare  variety,  far  finer  than  most  and  per- 
haps a challenger  to  the  Condition  Census. 

1109  1787  Fugio  cent.  Newman  13-R.  Pointed  Rays,  STATES 
: UNITED.  Rarity-4.  VG-10  (NGC).  NGC  holder  marked 

UNITED  STATES,  variety  here  is  actually  STATES  UNITED. 
Medium  to  deep  tan  with  brown  highlights,  well-worn  but  free  of 
marks  of  consequence,  a nice  example  of  this  moderately  elusive 
variety. 

i Popular  Washington  Liberty  and  Security  Penny 
Partial  Gilt  Remains 


1110  (Undated)  Washington  Liberty  and  Security  penny.  Breen- 
1254,  Baker-30.  AU-50  BN  (PCGS).  Partially  gilt,  olive-brown 
surfaces  with  gilt  highlights.  A reasonably  attractive  example  of 
this  popular  staple  among  Washingtoniana  specialists  and  “colo- 
nial” coin  specialists  alike,  here  with  a generous  amount  of  under- 
lying lustre.  Devoid  of  marks  of  merit  and  choice  as  such.  The 
Breen  Encyclopedia  (1988)  assures  us  that  this  variety  is  seen  “rarely 
gilt,”  which  should  add  to  the  desirability  of  tbe  present  specimen, 
displaying  as  it  does  much  more  than  50%  of  both  sides  with  gilt 
details. 


1111  1791  Washington  Small  Eagle  cent.  Breen-1217.  AU-58 

(NGC).  Very  attractive  smooth  medium  brown  with  areas  of  deep 
tan  at  the  base  of  the  obverse  and  top  of  the  reverse,  apparently  the 
regions  where  mint  red  was  last  to  subside.  Glossy  and  pleasing, 
with  no  marks  in  the  field  of  any  importance.  A very  tiny  rim  nick 
atop  the  obverse  and  a barely  perceptible  rim  bruise  near  7:00  on 
tbe  reverse  are  difficult  to  discern  in  the  present  holder  and  of 
little  impact  on  otherwise  excellent  visual  appeal.  A nearly  choice 
coin  with  only  very  light  rub. 


Silver  Washington  Funeral  Urn  Medal 


1112  1799  Washington  Funeral  Urn  medal.  Baker-166A.  Silver. 
AU-53  (NGC).  Holed  for  suspension,  as  issued.  Pleasing  deep 
gray  surfaces  yield  attractive  pale  blue  and  faint  golden  highlights 
under  a light  source.  Some  lustre  remains,  excellent  eye  appeal.  A 
tiny  rim  bruise  is  noted  above  A of  TEARS,  and  two  vertical  scrapes 
inside  the  rim  are  located  left  of  the  hole  on  reverse.  Always  a 
popular  type,  engraved  by  Massachusetts  genius  Jacob  Perkins, 
many  collectors  choose  to  include  a Washington  funeral  medal  as 
the  fin  de  siecle  bookend  on  a collector  of  pre-federal  coins.  In  silver 
and  attractively  toned,  as  here,  the  Funeral  Urn  medal  is  a very 
desirable  item. 


HARD  TIMES  TOKEN 


1113  1837  Feuchtwanger  cent.  L-120.  Rarity-1.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Dies 
6-1.  Lustrous  silver  gray  with  a touch  of  olive.  An  ever-popular 
issue,  and  a pleasing  example  of  Dr.  Feuchtwanger’s  unusual  com- 
position one-cent  token. 
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HALF  CENTS 

Several  high-grade  half  cents  are  available  for  bids,  including  magnifi- 
cent specimens  ot  the  1807  and  1809/6.  The  1794,  a distinctive  one-year 
t\  pe,  is  being  included  in  more  and  more  type  collections  after  being  inap- 
propriately grouped  with  the  1795-97  type  for  too  many  years.  A Proof 
1855  halt  cent  of  the  Braided  Hair  type  is  an  unusual  and  scarce  offering. 


1114  1794  Cohen-4,  Breen-6.  Rarity-3.  F-15  (PCGS).  Manley  2.0, 
“rare.”  Appealing  medium  brown  with  good  gloss.  Nicely  detailed 
for  the  grade,  a little  soft  at  central  reverse  but  otherwise  sharp, 
some  tiny  scattered  pits  and  peripheral  granularity,  a few  minor 
old  scratches  in  lower  right  obverse  field,  minor  bruise  over  IB  of 
LIBERTY.  Relatively  early  die  state  without  the  bulge  in  the  south- 
west quadrant  of  the  obverse  and  only  a light  crack  through  1 of 
UNITED  on  the  reverse.  A pleasing  example  overall  of  this  dis- 
tinctive date. 


1115  1800  C-1,  B-1.  Rarity-1.  AU-58  (NGC).  Glossy  dark  choco- 
late brown  with  excellent  eye  appeal,  faded  color  surrounds  de- 
vices now  turned  an  attractive  golden  shade.  DuU  nick  at  tip  of 
bust,  other  scattered  nicks,  “kegmarks”  are  not  serious  and  are  very 
common  on  this  date,  though  we  note  a little  dig  in  the  field  off 
Liberty’s  eye.  A very  pretty  half  cent  and  one  that  would  provide 
an  e.xcellent  value  at  this  grade  level. 

Frosty  1807  Half  Cent 


1116  1807  C-1,  B-1.  Rarity-1.  MS-62  BN  (PCGS).  Manley  3.0. 
Frosty  light  brown,  an  ideal  shade,  with  good  lustre  and  eye  ap- 
peal. A crescent  of  lighter  tan  color  appears  at  the  top  of  the  re- 
verse. A very  desirable  specimen  with  only  a few  little  flecks — 
two  at  ER  on  the  obverse,  two  on  T of  UNITED — to  note.  No 
serious  marks  or  other  impairments.  Late  die  state  with  all  dentils 
gone  and  fields  showing  some  fatigue.  A pretty  and  very  high- 
grade  half  cent  perfect  for  a date  or  variety  collection. 


Fully  Lustrous  1809/6  Half  Cent 


(2x  photo) 


1117  1809/6  C-5,  B-5.  Rarity-1.  MS-65  BN  (PCGS).  Manley  1.0, 
early  die  state.  Lively  cartwheel  lustre  on  both  sides  over  frosty 
light  brown  and  deep  olive  surfaces.  Some  faded  mint  color  re- 
mains, particularly  at  reverse  peripheries.  Toning  spot  between  stars 
6 and  7,  minor  fleck  atop  I of  AMERICA,  no  serious  marks  or 
flaws,  a worthy  Mint  State  half  cent  with  especially  nice  eye  ap- 
peal. This  would  be  a great  addition  to  a superb-quality  date  set  of 
half  cents  and  is  far  finer  than  most  seen. 

1118  1828  C-2,  B-3.  Rarity-1. 12  Stars.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Nice  cart- 
wheel lustre  on  frosty  medium  brown  surfaces.  Attractive  deep 
violet  and  faded  mint  color  frame  devices.  A few  little  spots,  one 
inside  star  1 1 , very  pleasing  overall  eye  appeal  for  the  grade.  A lovely 
example  of  one  of  the  most  popular  of  all  half  cent  varieties. 

Elusive  1855  Proof  Half  Cent 


1119  1855  C-1,  B-1.  Rarity-5  as  a Proof.  Proof-63  RB  (PCGS). 

Reflective  fields  show  pale  green  and  golden  highlights  against 
mostly  rosy  devices.  Sharply  struck  with  bold  star  radials  and  good 
detail,  some  hairlines  seen  under  scrutiny,  lint  mark  over  star  1, 
color  suggests  a light  old  cleaning.  1855  half  cents  seem  rarer  than 
others  accorded  Rarity-5  status  and  appear  in  our  sales  less  tre- 
quently  than  several  other  dates  of  the  same  type  (including  1854 
and  1857). 

PCGS  Population:  3;  2 finer  within  designation  (Proof-64  RB  finest).  High- 
est grade  accorded  overall  is  Proof-65,  with  two  called  BN  and  two  called  RO. 
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LARGE  CENTS 

Atter  being  favored  with  so  many  nice  consignments  of  large  cents  since 
our  founding,  including  the  stellar  1793  cents  that  have  set  three  (!)  brand 
new  world  records  for  the  denomination  within  the  last  year,  we  are  de- 
lighted to  offer  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection,  an  old-time  set  that  was  as- 
sembled m the  1930s  and  1940s  with  the  help  of  Syracuse,  New  York  dealer 
Barney  Bluestone.  Bluestone  received  consignments  oflarge  cents  from  many 
of  the  top  collectors  of  the  day,  including  Henry  Hines  and  Carl  Wurtzbach, 
and  he  was  well-known  for  handling  top-grade  large  cents  during  his  all- 
too-brief  heyday.  Among  the  highlights  of  the  Hogan  Pond  collection  are  a 
very  sharp  1793  Chain  AMERI,  an  appropriate  beginning  for  any  great  large 
) cent  cabinet.  A 1793  Liberty  Cap,  Sheldon-14,  is  also  included  and  in  high 
j grade,  never  before  seen  by  modern  large  cent  students.  Other  marvels  fol- 


low, like  the  finest  known  1796  S-109,  a new  discovery,  and  an  awe-inspir- 
ing 1807  Comet  cent  that  was  included  in  the  Condition  Census  but  was 
missing  since  1940!  Beautiful  middle  and  late  dates  follow,  many  with  fan- 
tastic red  surfaces  and  impeccable  eye  appeal,  notably  led  by  a high-grade 
1823/2,  a gem  Mint  State  1824  N-2,  a beautiful  1829  N-2,  and  the  newly 
discovered  finest  known  1850  N-24,  a Rarity-6  variety  with  fewer  than  30 
known.  Other  consignments  are  also  included,  not  marked  with  the  “Hogan 
Pond”  pedigree,  led  by  a Condition  Census  1794  Starred  Reverse.  It  is  a 
pleasure  to  see  and  handle  so  many  nice  large  cents,  especially  such  a number 
that  have  never  before  been  offered  to  this  generation  of  collectors. 

All  uncertified  large  cents  are  graded  in  accordance  with 
“EAC”  style  net  grading  standards,  often  more  conservative 
than  so-called  “market  grading.” 


Impressive  1793  Chain  AMERI 

Privately  Held  for  65  Years 


(2x  photo) 


1120  1793  Sheldon-1.  Rarity-4.  Chain  AMERI.  AU-50  (NGC). 

Lovely  medium  brown,  a rich  even  shade,  with  a layer  of  surface 
dirt  that  betrays  the  fact  that  this  piece  has  lain  undisturbed  for  65 
years.  A suggestion  of  lustre  remains  within  the  hair.  Very  well 
defined,  some  softness  on  the  usually  weak  highest  point  of  the 
hair,  other  fine  details  well  delineated.  Some  very  faint  planchet 
granularity  is  seen,  and  a few  short  parallel  fissures  are  noted  around 
the  central  reverse.  Some  scattered  nicks,  old  thin  curved  scratch 
from  nose  through  chin  and  below,  another  pmscratch  on  the  high 
forehead.  In  the  rare  book  world,  the  term  “unsophisticated  is 


used  to  describe  a rarity  that  is  in  as-found  condition  and  never 
improved  by  insiders.  This  word  could  also  be  used  to  describe 
this  very  sharp  and  attractive  specimen  of  our  nation’s  first  official 
cent  coinage,  a desirable  rarity  whose  condition  and  interesting 
provenance  should  lead  to  a happy  home  in  an  advanced  cabinet. 

NGC  Census:  1;  2 finer  (MS-62  BN  finest). 

Accompanied  by  an  inked  paper  envelope  (“1793  Chain  Anieri”)  and  small 
cardboard  box,  the  sort  distributed  by  T.  James  Clarke  in  the  early  1940s. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection.  Earlier,  perhaps  from  Barney 
Bluestone’s  sale  of  September  1940,  Lot  1024. 
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Beautiful  1793  Chain  Cent 


EF-45  (PCGS) 


(2x  photo) 

1121  1793  S-3.  Rarity-3-.  Chain  AMERICA.  EF-45  (PCGS). 

Beautifully  woodgrained  medium  browm  and  tan,  mostly  smooth, 
with  olive  highlights  around  the  chain.  A lovely  example,  showing 
nice  definition  on  all  but  the  highest  points  of  the  design  and  boast- 
ing enviable  eye  appeal  for  a Chain  cent.  There  are  a few  scattered 
tiny  pits  below  the  chain,  a few  old  scratches  above  the  chain,  par- 
allel scratches  between  TY  of  LIBERTY,  and  some  minor  nicks 
and  toned  scratches  elsewhere,  but  in  a big  picture  view  none  of 
these  minor  Haws  impact  the  aesthetic  appeal  in  a serious  way.  A 
charming  specimen  of  this  important  type  and  the  sort  of  cent  that 
is  bound  to  make  its  next  owner  very  happy  indeed. 


Affordable  1793  With  Periods  l0 


1122  1793  S-4.  Rarity-3+.  Chain  AMERICA,  Periods.  Net  VG-10 
(ANACS).  “VF  Details,  corroded.”  A sharp  example  that  was  prob- 
ably somewhat  more  attractive  before  its  burial.  The  date,  legends 
(including  the  distinctive  periods  seen  on  only  this  variety),  and  re- 
verse chain  are  all  bold,  though  the  surfaces  are  badly  corroded.  The 
reverse  is  actually  rea.sonably  attractive,  as  it  has  an  even  dark  color 
with  lighter  high  points  and  good  contrast.  The  obverse  is  more 


mottled,  with  dark  olive  and  rose  tones  against  the  dark  backdrop. 
This  piece  was  certainly  very  high  grade  before  its  loss — perhaps 
even  better  than  VF — but  was  clearly  recovered  from  the  soil.  Still  a 
desirable  example  of  this  challenging  variety  and  a coin  that  would 
be  suitable  for  inclusion  in  a carefully  assembled  type  set. 


Gorgeous  VG  1793  Wreath  Cent 


1123  1793  S-9.  Rarity-2.  Wreath,  Vine  & Bars.  VG-8.  A smooth 
and  beautiful  specimen.  Nice  woodgrained  patina  of  chocolate 
brown  and  tan  on  both  sides.  A pristine  example  for  the  grade, 
with  just  one  tiny  pit  right  of  the  top  serif  of  3 and  some  trivial 
microscopic  granularity  in  areas  when  scrutinized  under  a glass. 
This  is  about  as  nice  and  attractive  as  a VG  Wreath  cent  can  be, 
and  many  who  view  the  piece  may  find  our  grade  conservative 
based  upon  its  superb  eye  appeal. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 

VF  1793  Liberty  Cap  Cent  Rarity 
Sheldon- 14 


(2x  photo) 

1124  1793  S-14.  Rarity-5-.  Liberty  Cap.  VF-25.  Sharpness  ot  FF- 
40  or  so,  but  very  finely  and  evenly  granular  on  both  surfaces. 
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Even  dark  steel,  nearly  black,  patina  with  good  gloss  on  finely 
granular  surfaces,  almost  the  consistency  of  Matte  Proof  gold.  The 
highest  point  of  the  hair  and  a few  of  the  leaves  are  a bit  lighter,  but 
the  color  is  essentially  even  and  very  attractive.  The  surfaces  are 
absolutely  free  of  marks — no  rim  nicks,  no  scratches,  no  nicks. 
Were  it  smooth,  this  coin  would  be  one  of  the  most  choice  1793 
Liberty  Cap  cents  in  existence.  As  it  is,  despite  the  very  fine  granu- 
larity, the  eye  appeal  is  superb,  delightful,  and  very  desirable.  The 
finest  known  of  the  variety  is  only  EF,  and  this  specimen  is  prob- 
ably among  the  top  dozen  or  so  known,  with  its  excellent  eye  ap- 
peal perhaps  giving  it  a nod  ahead  of  some  other  potential  con- 
tenders with  more  serious  problems.  As  shown  in  the  Sturgeon 


sale,  which  contained  over  50  1793  Liberty  Cap  cents,  this  issue  is 
nearly  impossible  to  locate  with  nice  aesthetic  appeal.  Indeed,  of 
the  dozen  S-14s  in  that  sale  (which  indicates  the  rarity  of  this  vari- 
ety vs.  the  S-13),  the  best  was  called  VG-IU  but  netted  down  for 
serious  problems  and  the  second  best  was  holed  and  plugged!  Nine 
of  the  1 2 were  graded  Good  or  worse.  This  example  returns  to  the 
marketplace  after  more  than  six  decades,  at  a time  when  this  vari- 
ety appears  on  more  want  lists  than  ever. 

Accompanied  by  a paper  envelope  with  the  inked  inscription  “1793  Liberty 
Cap  / C13”  and  small  cardboard  coin  box. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


Condition  Census  1794  Starred  Reverse  Cent 

Long-Time  Guide  Book  Plate  Coin 


1125  1794  S-48.  Rarity-5.  Starred  Reverse.  EF-40  (NGC).  One  ot 

the  most  famed  and  widely  desired  varieties  in  all  of  early  Ameri- 
can coinage  and  the  centerpiece  in  any  collection  ot  1794  cents  by 
variety.  Other  1794  cents  are  rarer  (many  are,  in  tact)  and  others 
are  more  challenging  in  high  grade,  but  none  commands  such  wide 
admiration  as  doe^He  Sheldon-48.  The  present  example  is  tied 
for  sixth  finest  known  with  one  other  piece  in  the  Bland  census 
and  is  accorded  sixth  position  to  itself  in  the  various  Noyes  census 
publications.  The  area  at  the  base  of  the  reverse  around  the  frac- 
tion was  featured  for  a decade  or  more  as  the  plate  in  the  Guide 
Book',  this  was  called  “The  Red  Book  Coin”  in  the  1986  The  Story 
of  the  Starred  Reverse  Cent  by  Pete  Smith  and  was  still  depicted  in 
the  Red  Book  into  the  tmd-1990s.  Perhaps  its  stars  have  been  seen 
by  more  coin  collectors  than  any  other  example! 

The  surfaces  are  an  even  light  brown  with  some  taint  golden 
undertones  on  the  reverse.  Some  scattered  light  pitting  and  mi- 
croscopic granularity  is  present,  along  with  a natural  planchet  flaw 
(previously  described  as  “wedge-shaped”)  at  TE  ot  STATES.  A 
few  light  rim  bruises  are  noted,  though  mostly  made  impercep- 
tible by  the  current  holder,  including  one  behind  the  cap,  one  near 


the  tip  of  the  pole,  one  over  ER  of  AMERICA,  and  perhaps  a few 
others  of  lesser  consequence.  Importantly  every  star  is  distinct 
and  well-defined  with  the  lone  exception  of  one  star  above  E at 
the  location  of  the  planchet  depression.  On  the  vast  majority  of 
Starred  Reverses  in  existence  (now  thought  to  be  between  50  and 
55  coins  total),  only  a small  portion  of  the  stars  may  be  seen — only 
the  very  best  pieces  have  as  many  stars  apparent  as  this  piece,  and 
so  bold  to  the  naked  eye.  We  doubt  a finer  piece  will  come  on  the 
market  in  the  near  future,  and  one  of  the  better  ones  is  impounded 
in  the  ANS  collection.  A highlight  of  our  sale  and  a potential  prize 
for  any  collector  who  has  always  coveted  a specimen  of  this  dis- 
tinctive variety. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer.  This  coin  has  been  encapsulated  as  an  EF-40 
since  1997. 

First  offered  in  an  Empire  Coin  Company  fixed  price  list,  October 
1960,  at  S475;  Dorothy  I.  Paschal  to  Ray  Chatham  to  Dr.  IVillard J. 
Carmel  in  1978;  Carmel  to Jack  Beymcr  to  Donald  H.  Peterson;  Superior 
Galleries’  sale  of  February  1992,  Lot  703;  Peter  Setian  to  Dr.  Robert  J. 
Bye;  Stack’s  sale  of  May  1997,  Lot  380;  Adam  Crum;  Superior  Galler- 
ies’ sale  of  September  1997,  Lot  37A  (at  $50,050);  Superior  Galleries’ 
sale  of  June  1999,  Lot  1464. 
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High-Grade  1794  Cent 
Head  of  1795 


(2x  photo) 


1126  1794  S-67.  Rarity-3.  Head  of  1795.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Pleasing 
medium  brown  with  golden  undertones  and  some  remaining  lus- 
tre, the  reverse  a shade  darker  and  even  steel  with  some 
woodgraining.  Sharp  and  attractive,  several  scattered  minor  con- 
tact marks  on  portrait,  some  trivial  natural  planchet  flaws  at  right 
side  of  reverse  mostly  hidden  within  wreath  below  AM.  Dies 
heavily  clashed,  equivalent  to  Breen’s  state  V with  some  minor 
cracks.  A perfect  example  for  a “major  variety”  set  that  lacks  a Head 
of  1795. 


Superb  AU  1795  Cent 


1127  1795  S-76b.  Rarity-1.  Plain  edge.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Frosty  milk 
chocolate  brown  with  slightly  darker  devices.  The  very  definition 
of  an  AU  coin — just  the  slightest  touch  of  rub  on  the  highest  points 
of  the  design — not  a cried-up  EF  or  an  awfully  bagmarked  piece. 
The  surfaces  are  smooth  and  pleasing,  with  generous  mint  gloss 
remaining.  A few  tiny  and  widely  scattered  nicks  are  noted,  none 
serious,  and  a minor  rim  nick  is  mostly  obscured  above  F in  OF  on 
the  reverse.  Comparing  this  piece  to  some  pieces  we  have  seen  in 
Mint  State  holders  (not  just  60  or  61  coins,  either)  would  make 
one  grade  seem  absurdly  high  or  another  grade  seem  absurdly  low. 
We  think  this  one  is  just  right.  An  impeccably  eye  appealing  speci- 
men of  the  date,  off  the  market  for  over  a half  century. 

Accompanied  by  a paper  Barney  Bluestone  envelope  inscribed  “1795  D- 
70.  Slight  Edge  Nick.  Unc.  $48.00”  and  a cardboard  coin  bo.x. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection.  Purchased  from  Barney  Bluestone, 
ca.  1940. 

Sharp  1795  Cent 


1128  1795  S-78.  Rarity-1.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Medium  brown  with  traces 
of  fine  granularity.  Horizontal  planchet  flaw  across  portrait,  scattered 
hght  marks,  some  verdigris  adheres  to  date  and  design  elements,  area 
of  pitting  in  southwest  reverse.  A relatively  sharp  specimen. 
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notable  around  the  date.  The  surfaces  are  pristine  and  essentially 
perfect:  hard,  smooth,  and  free  of  all  but  the  most  trivial  marks. 
Two  tiny  rim  nicks  above  L of  LIBERTY,  a very  thin  scratch  above 
Liberty’s  bow,  and  a few  marks  on  the  rim  near  7:30  on  the  ob- 
verse that  are  mostly  obscured  by  the  holder  are  all  that  keep  this 
coin  from  perfection  for  the  grade,  but  as  is  the  coin  is  choice  in  its 
purest  sense — especially  for  a 1796. 

This  coin  is  an  entirely  new  discovery,  previously  unlisted 
in  the  Condition  Census  and  unknown  to  the  modern  generation 
of  copper  enthusiasts.  It  is  easily  the  finest  known,  as  the  current 
listing  of  top  specimens  is  littered  with  problem  coins.  The  Bland 
Condition  Census  includes  the  following:  AU,  but  rough;  MS, 
but  scratched,  cleaned,  and  recolored;  AU,  but  showing  corrosion 
spots — and  those  are  the  three  finest  known!  The  old  CCl  is  im- 
pounded in  the  ANS  and  called  55  net  45  by  Bland,  a full  10  points 
lower  by  Noyes.  Old  CC2  in  the  Bland  listing  is  CC4  in  the  Noyes 
listing — a Mint  State  piece  that  has  been  recolored  and  has  two 
disfiguring  marks  in  the  left  obverse  field.  That  coin,  once  in  the 
Whitney  collection,  was  the  finest  available  to  collectors  until  the 
present  coin  turned  up.  The  piece  called  CC3  in  the  Noyes  list- 
ing is  not  even  present  in  the  Bland  census,  and  Bland’s  CC3  is 
first  on  the  Noyes  listing  despite  a severe  net  grade  for  raised 
corrosion  on  the  reverse  and  possible  recoloring.  Were  these  all 
nice  coins,  ranking  them  would  be  a much  easier  exercise — luckily 
this  coin  may  be  something  that  Bland  and  Noyes  can  actually 
agree  upon.  Turning  up  a brand  new  finest  known  1796  does 
not  happen  often,  but  when  it  does  happen  it’s  more  likely  to  be 
a VG-IO  that  edges  out  a VG-8;  rarely  does  a brand  new  cent 
turn  up  that  is  so  incredibly  pretty.  With  so  much  eye  appeal, 
importance  as  a major  Guide  Book  variety  (Reverse  of  1794),  and 
desirability  as  the  finest  known  of  a Sheldon  number  in  an  avidly 
collected  year,  this  cent  has  everything  and  will  undoubtedly  see 
a great  deal  of  bidding  activity. 

Breen’s  state  IV,  with  a heavy  crack  through  T of  LIBERTY  and  a raised 
lump  under  E of  UNITED. 

Accompanied  hy  small  box. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


The  Finest  Known  1796  S-109 

By  a Considerable  Margin! 

A New  Discovery 


(2x  photo) 

1129  1796  S-109.  Rarity-3+.  Reverse  of  1794.  AU-58  (PCGS). 

Gorgeous  rich  glossy  milk  chocolate  brown  with  darker  design  el- 
ements. Some  lustre  and  even  a touch  of  faded  color  remains,  most 


Very  Sharp  1797  S-120b 

Gripped  Edge 


1130  1797  S-120b.  Rarity-2.  Gripped  edge.  VF-30.  Sharpness  of 
AU-55,  but  cleaned  and  somewhat  bright.  Pale  golden  brown 
surfaces  yield  bright  highlights  of  rose,  yellow,  dark  steel,  and 
pale  green  under  a good  light.  Thus  far  naturally  rctoning  and 


making  great  strides  toward  a normal  appearance,  and  careful  ex- 
amination does  not  note  any  hairlines  of  consequence  aside  from 
a few  on  the  cheek.  A few  little  marks  under  L on  the  obverse 
pre-existed  striking,  minor  vertical  mark  noted  atop  N of  ONE. 
Breen’s  state  V,  with  crumbling  under  chin  and  several  light 
cracks.  Bold  gripping,  interesting  and  desirable  for  its  unusual 
edge  device.  Sharper  than  the  Rasmussen  coin  (at  S7,475)  and 
quite  appealing  overall;  the  lack  of  marks  or  hairlines  on  this  piece 
make  it  a prime  candidate  for  judicious  retoning  (though  per- 
haps not  using  Sheldon’s  underwear  method)  and  a possible  later 
contender  for  top  10  status. 
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Nichols  Find  1797  S-135 


1131  1797  S-135.  Rarity-3+.  MS-60.  An  attractive  survivor  of  the 

Nichols  Find,  a hoard  of  1796  and  1797  cents  dispersed  ca.  1863. 
Lustrous  steel  brown  on  the  obverse  with  some  attractive  under- 
tones, reverse  is  pleasing  olive-brown  with  golden  color  where  the 
mint  red  was  last  to  subside  and  fade.  A very  typical  Nichols  Find 
piece  in  many  ways,  with  tiny  marks  at  the  softest  point  of  the 
obverse  portrait,  nice  square  rims,  and  a spot  or  two.  Highly  at- 
tractive, and  perfect  as  a type  coin. 

Accompanied  by  a Barney  Bluestone  envelope  “1797  D-100.  Unc.  Steel. 
Superb.  V.  Rare.”  and  small  cardboard  box. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection.  Purchased  front  Barney  Bluestone, 
ca.  1950 

Lustrous  RSB-CDS  1798  S-167 

The  Breen  Plate  Coin 


1132  1798  S-167.  Rarity-1.  EF-45.  Sharpness  ofMint  State,  patch  of 
corrosion  inside  left  obverse  rim.  Variously  graded  50  (Bland),  40 
(Noyes),  and  45+  by  McCauley-Grellman,  we  feel  the  final  assess- 
ment best  fits  this  attractive  and  highly  lustrous  coin.  Full  cart- 
wheel remains  on  mostly  light  brown  surfaces,  a bit  darker  at  left 
obverse  and  showing  some  delicate  traces  of  mint  color  in  pro- 
tected areas  of  the  reverse.  A pit  just  inside  the  rim  at  9:00  shows  a 
halo  of  mahogany  patina  around  it,  nearly  to  the  bow  of  Liberty-. 
The  eye  appeal  remains  excellent,  and  aside  from  a dull  nick  at  the 
base  of  Liberty’s  cheek  there  are  no  marks  to  note.  Called  tied  for 
eighth  finest  known  by  Bland,  chosen  to  illustrate  the  variety  in 
the  Breen  book  and  used  to  illustrate  the  late  die  state  in  the  Noyes 
book;  equivalent  to  Breen’s  state  VI,  the  lastest  state,  with  several 
heavy  obverse  cracks  and  a substantial  cud  over  ST  on  the  reverse. 
An  important  example  that  boasts  an  excellent  provenance. 

From  Ernest  Henderson  to  Dorothy  Paschal  in  1958,  to  Robinson  S. 
Brown,  Jr.  in  1972;  Superior  Galleries’  sale  of  the  Robinson  S.  Brown, 
Jr.  collection,  September  1986,  Lot  235; Jack  Beymer  to  C.  Douglas  Smith 
to  Dr.  Robert  .4.  Schuman;  Superior  Galleries’  sale  oj  September  2004, 
U>t  377. 


Attractive  1799  S-189  Cent 


(2x  photo) 


1133  1799  S-189.  Rarity-2+.  VF-25  (PCGS).  Light  steel  brown  w-ith 
even  color  and  finely  granular  surfaces.  Good  eye  appeal  for  the  date, 
with  even  the  bases  of  1799  intact  and  distinct.  Scattered  light  marks, 
some  powdery  verdigris  around  the  outline  of  the  portrait,  some  very 
subtle  raised  scale  noted  on  the  left  side  of  the  reverse  around  wreath, 
weak  at  reverse  periphery  below  UN  and  showing  a few  pits  in  that 
area.  The  vast  majority  of  date  and  variety  collections  of  early  date 
large  cents  have  been  formed  with  1799  cents  that  would  make  this 
one  look  like  a gem — identifiable  is  a more  appropriate  term  than 
pretty  for  most  cents  of  this  date.  This  piece,  though,  boasts  superb 
sharpness  for  the  issue  and  also  happens  to  look  rather  attractive.  This 
would  be  a prime  opportunity  to  upgrade  a poor  specimen  of  this  key 
date,  or  acquire  one  that  will  never  need  an  upgrade. 


1134  1799  S-189.  Rarity-2+.  Good-4.  Sharpness  of  Good-6,  but  lightly 
granular.  Very  dark  steel,  nearly  black,  but  even  and  glossy.  The  right 
side  of  the  obverse  appears  relatively  smooth,  the  left  side  appears  a 
bit  more  granular,  the  date  is  bold  and  complete,  LIBERTY  is  weak. 
The  reverse  is  fairly  even,  somewhat  softly  struck  at  the  southwest 
periphery  and  showing  a taint  rim  bruise  at  12:(H).  Really  quite  at- 
tractive for  the  grade,  no  m.ijor  tliws  aside  from  largely  forgivable 
surfaces.  A desirable  inclusion  in  a date  set. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Gollection. 
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1135  1800/79  S-192.  Rarity-3.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Even  and  attractive 
light  brown,  faintly  granular  under  magnification.  The  overdate  is 
very  bold  and  the  surfaces  are  relatively  free  of  contact  marks.  We 
do  note  a rim  bruise  below  9:00  on  the  obverse  and  areas  of  rough- 
ness on  the  reverse  at  TES,  inside  the  wreath,  and  on  the  right  side 
of  the  fraction.  A well-detailed  specimen  of  this  popular  variety. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  8 finer  {MS-64  finest). 


1136  1802  S-228.  1/000.  Rarity-2.  EF-45  (NGC).  Glossy  dark  steel 
brown  with  excellent  detail  on  both  sides.  Some  raised  scattered  ver- 
digris is  noted  m protected  areas  on  both  sides,  left  obverse  periphery 
shows  light  roughness,  long  thin  scratch  across  Liberty’s  nose  and  a 
few  other  marks.  A very  popular  Guide  Book  variety,  showing  the  er- 
ror fraction  1/000  on  the  reverse  along  with  extensive  die  cracks. 


1137  1802  S-232.  Rarity-l.  VF-35.  Sharpness  of  AU-50  or  so,  but 

lightly  cleaned  long  ago.  Lustrous  dark  steel  brown  with  some  light 
undertones  and  golden  highlights  on  the  portrait.  Smooth  and  very 


nice  looking,  a few  obverse  nicks  but  the  reverse  remains  nearly  pris- 
tine. During  the  course  of  this  coin’s  light  cleaning,  a pin  or  some- 
thing similar  was  used  to  outline  the  portrait,  leaving  a very  thin 
scratch  behind.  A very  sharp  and  appealing  specimen  nonetheless. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


1138  1802  S-241.  Rarity-1.  VF-35.  Glossy  dark  brown  with  ruddy  tan 
highlights  surrounding  design  elements  where  mint  red  color  was 
last  to  fade.  Smooth  and  attractive,  though  some  deposits  are  present, 
mostly  in  protected  areas  within  the  devices.  Tiny  rim  nick  below  1 
of  date,  some  scattered  minuscule  contact  marks  at  the  bottom  of 
the  reverse.  An  appealing  specimen  and  a good  mid-grade  type  coin. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


1139  1806  S-270.  Rarity-1.  VF-25.  Sharpness  of  EF-40  or  so,  but 
finely  granular.  Even  dark  steel,  essentially  black,  surfaces  show 
extremely  fine  granularity  that  retains  gloss  and  excellent  eye  ap- 
peal. There  are  no  significant  marks,  and  only  a single  vertical  hair- 
line on  the  cheek  interrupts  the  very  pleasing  patina.  A sharp  and 
attractive  piece  that  deserves  strong  consideration  from  date  and 
variety  collectors. 

For  those  who  enjoy  home  improvement,  the  surfaces  on  this  piece  ap- 
proximate 3000-grit  sandpaper,  as  opposed  to  the  much  rougher  surfaces  that 
are  usually  defined  as  “granular.” 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


Condition  Census  1807  S-271  Comet 


The  Long-Lost  Beckwith  Coin  — Among  the  Top  Three  Known 


1807  S-271.  Rarity-1.  Comet.  MS-65  RB 
(PCGS).  A stunning  gem-calibre  example  of 
this  famous  variety.  Frosty  light  brown  surfaces 
have  barely  faded  from  full  mint  color,  and 
bright  red  remains  as  a halo  around  the  portrait 
and  date,  and  is  even  more  abundant  on  the  re- 
verse. Some  slightly  darker  toning  is  present  on 
the  portrait,  the  right  interior  of  the  wreath,  and 
in  a few  smaller  areas.  The  lustre  and  original 
bloom  is  magnificent,  untrammcled  and  unaf- 
fected by  decades  of  careful  storage.  There  are 
only  a few  minor  marks,  including  one  on  the 
chin  and  a smaller  one  on  the  cheekbone, 
though  the  fields  are  essentially  pristine.  A sim- 
ply beautiful  specimen,  a highlight  of  the  Hogan 
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Pond  Collection  and  a piece  that  meets  the  high  expectations  of 
what  a coin  from  the  1923  Beckwith  sale  should  look  like. 

Bland  lists  two  MS-63  specimens  atop  his  census,  though  he 
saw  only  one  ot  them — the  Clarke-Helfenstein  piece  that  was  nice 
enough  to  bring  an  impressive  S3, 200  in  1964.  The  other  piece, 
sold  in  the  1992  Naftzger-Streiner-Parrino  group,  is  the  Noyes 
plate  coin.  Noyes  lists  both  of  these  as  full  65  gems,  tied  for  CCl. 
The  old  consensus  CC3  coin  is  the  TAD-Rasmussen  sale  piece, 
and  both  census  takers  likewise  agree  that  the  coin  in  the  1987 
ANA  sale,  a nice  brown  coin,  is  fourth.  The  re-emergence  and 
examination  of  this  example  should  lead  to  its  placement  among 
the  top  three,  finer  than  the  Rasmussen  coin  (recently  certified  as 
MS-64  BN  by  NGC,  a pretty  coin  that  shows  no  appreciable  mint 
color)  that  just  sold  for  S37,375.  Coin-to-coin  comparison  to  the 
CCl  and  CC2  pieces,  to  examine  color  among  other  things,  may 
place  it  even  higher  in  the  Condition  Census.  Needless  to  say,  we 
arc  thrilled  this  beautiful  and  important  cent  has  re-emerged  after 
so  many  years,  and  undoubtedly  all  those  collectors  who  have  long 
sought  a superlative  specimen  of  this  popular  and  easily  identified 


variety  will  be  glad  to  have  the  chance  to  compete  for  it. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer  in  any  designation.  No  1807  cent  of  any 
variety  has  been  certified  finer  by  PCGS. 

Offered  with  its  old  cardboard  coin  bo.x,  upon  which  has  been  written:  “1807 
Comet.  UNC.  gem.  best  known.” 

The  census  listing  in  the  Breen  book  notes  that  this  piece  was  discovered 
“in  an  old  truck;”  this  is  a typographical  error  in  the  book,  as  the  Bement  cata- 
logue notes  that  it  was  found  in  a trunk.  Incidentally,  the  1916  Bement  catalogue 
notes  that  this  piece  is  “light  olive  and  original  bright  red  mint  color” — still  an 
accurate  description — and  goes  on  to  call  it  a “superb  cent,  and  probably  finest 
known  example  of  this  variety.”  Considering  that  the  cataloguer,  Henry 
Chapman,  saw  the  piece  currently  called  finest  known  a dozen  years  earlier  among 
the  1904  sale  of  the  Mills  collection,  this  opinion  should  hold  some  water.  For 
those  interested  in  such  trivia,  the  other  piece  found  “in  an  old  trunk”  and  sold 
to  Bement  was  the  Bement-Beckwith-Starr  1801  S-223,  most  recently  sold  in  a 
1996  Heritage  sale  and  tied  for  second  finest  known  of  that  variety. 

Discovered  in  an  old  trunk  in  Rhode  Island  before  1916  and  sold  to 
Clarence  Bement;  Henry  Chapman’s  sale  of  the  Bement  collection,  May 
1916,  Lot  320;  S.H.  Chapman’s  sale  of  the  Dr.  Henry  Beckwith  collec- 
tion, April  1923,  Lot  38;  S.H.  Chapman  to  A.C.  Gies;  Barney 
Bbiestone’s  51st  sale.  May  1940,  Lot  947;  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


High-Grade  1807/6  Cent 


1141  1807/6  S-273.  Rarity-1.  EF-45.  Sharpness  of  AU-55,  but  there 
are  some  light  surface  deposits.  Lustrous  chocolate  brown  with 
mottled  dark  tan  on  both  obverse  and  reverse,  smooth  and  with 
good  gloss.  This  variety  comes  bluntly  struck,  and  this  piece  may 
well  be  technically  Uncirculated,  as  the  lustre  is  good  and  there  is 
no  sign  of  rub.  There  is  a tiny  rim  nick  over  BE  of  LIBERTY,  a 
thin  diagonal  scratch  behind  Liberty’s  eye,  and  a tiny  nick  atop  I of 
LIBERTY.  Some  very  tiny  deposits  ofinactive  verdigris  are  present 
on  the  portrait,  around  the  date,  among  the  protected  areas  of  the 
reverse,  and  a few  specks  are  present  in  the  fields,  though  they 
only  become  discernible  under  careful  scrutiny.  A lovely  speci- 
men of  a popular  major  variety. 

Offered  with  an  old  Barney  Bluestone  envelope  inscribed  “1807  over  06 
17-203.  Unc.  steel  color.  Very  Rare.  B.M.  50.00.” 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection.  Purchased  from  Barney  Bluestone, 
ca.  1940. 


Lustrous  1807  S-276 


1142  1807  S-275.  Rarity-2.  EF-45.  Perhaps  five  points  sharper,  but 

shuwmg  some  light  hairlines.  Medium  golden  brown  with  nearly 


full  lustre  on  both  sides  and  attractive  undertones  in  the  fields. 
Probably  very  lightly  cleaned  long  ago,  thus  the  trivial  hairlines, 
but  the  color  is  lovely  and  the  coin  is  natural  in  appearance.  Only 
light  scattered  nicks,  deep  maroon  spot  above  Liberty’s  bow  and 
southwest  of  L.  Perfect  coin  turn  rotation.  A very  attractive  speci- 
men that  has  endured  very  little  circulation. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


Nice  EF  1808  Cent 


1143  1808  S-278.  Rarity-3.  EF-45.  Nice  medium  brown  with  darker 
toning  on  devices,  the  reverse  a lighter  brown  with  some  rosy  un- 
dertones in  the  fields.  Some  peripheral  lustre  remains,  very  attrac- 
tive overall.  Tiny  reverse  rim  nick  at  9:00,  minor  dig  in  left  ob- 
verse field  inside  star  3,  a few  other  inconsequential  marks.  This 
date  and  type  are  very  difficult  to  locate  in  top  grade,  especially  so 
with  good  surfaces  and  color. 

Offered  with  an  old  Barney  Bluestone  envelope  inscribed  “1808  D-209. 
Unc.  light  orange.  Exceedingly  Rare.  75.00.” 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection.  Purchased  from  Barney  Bluestone, 
ca.  1940. 
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Condition  Census  1810/09  Cent 

Sharply  Struck,  Early  Die  State 


1144  1810/09  S-281.  Rarity-1.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  An  exceptional 
specimen  of  this  overdate  variety,  one  of  the  very  finest  known. 
ILich  medium  brown  surfaces  show  golden  color  near  the  periph- 
eries, where  mint  color  was  last  to  subside,  and  exemplary  cart- 
wheel lustre.  While  only  traces  of  mint  color  survive  on  the  ob- 


verse, mostly  around  the  bust  tip  and  within  the  protected  areas 
around  LIBERTY,  the  reverse  shows  halos  of  mint  color  around 
the  wreath  and  ONE  CENT,  in  addition  to  traces  elsewhere.  Im- 
portantly, for  a variety  that  so  often  comes  bluntly  struck,  this  piece 
is  exceptionally  well  struck  from  the  earliest  die  state — indeed, 
the  “faint  crack  or  guide  line  through  tops  of  TED”  mentioned  by 
Breen  is  barely  even  visible  here!  Full  dentils  remain  around  both 
sides,  though  the  alignment  of  the  dies  makes  only  the  tips  of  some 
visible;  in  a later  die  state,  the  dentils  are  nearly  completely  gone. 
This  early  die  state  also  allows  far  greater  remnants  of  the  09  at  the 
date  visible  than  usually  seen,  an  interesting  aspect  to  study.  There 
are  few  contact  marks,  spots  noted  beneath  the  date  and  below  star 
1 , another  in  the  dentils  below  the  reverse,  and  a thin  hairline  con- 
nects the  base  of  D in  UNITED  with  the  base  of  the  first  S in 
STATES.  A few  other  little  specks  are  only  discernible  under  mag- 
nification. The  visual  appeal  is  superb,  especially  so  for  a top  grade 
survivor  of  this  variety. 

The  recently  sold  Rasmussen  coin,  graded  NGC  MS-64  BN 
and  from  the  softly  struck  late  die  state,  brought  S36,800  despite 
its  notation  as  “bluntly  struck”  in  the  Bland  Condition  Census. 
The  description  of  that  coin  notes  that  “it  is  not  known  if  this  is 
actually  an  1810/09  overdate  ..  or  actually  an  1810/08  overdate. 
Walter  Breen  favored  1810  over  09,  however,  this  is  certainly  not 
proven.”  Examination  of  this  coin  leaves  no  question,  and  strongly 
suggests  that  the  coin  with  the  more  visible  overdate  may  be  more 
desirable.  In  any  case,  the  Rasmussen  coin  is  currently  listed  as 
CC3  behind  the  closely-held  Major  Cole  coin  (sold  in  1997  for  an 
impressive  $60,500)  and  the  still-missing  ANS  coin,  plated  in 
Noyes.  The  only  other  Mint  State  piece  listed  by  Bland  is  the  MS- 
60  Newcomb  coin.  This  piece  is  probably  at  least  tied  for  CC3 
and  is  arguably  finer  than  that  coin,  making  it  second  finest  in 
collector’s  hands  behind  a coin  no  one  expects  to  see  on  the 
market  anytime  soon.  The  appearance  of  this  superb  example  marks 
an  important  opportunity  for  advanced  cent  enthusiasts. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  1 finer  (MS-65  RB). 

Accompanied  by  envelope  and  box. 

From  the  Flogan  Pond  Collection. 


Popular  1811/0  Cent  Overdate 

MS-63  BN  (NGC) 


1811/0  S-286.  Rarity-3.  MS-63  BN 
(NGC).  Medium  brown  with  iridescent 
highlights  of  orange-red  and  hints  of  other 
variegated  tones.  Glossy  and  highly  de- 
tailed, some  areas  of  faint  granularity,  a 
few  little  pits  within  top  of  wreath  and  left 
of  1 in  the  date.  A very  challenging  vari- 
ety to  find  this  sharp;  indeed,  the  “EAC” 
Condition  Census  includes  pieces  in 
grades  of  AU  and  EF  with  no  full  Mint 
State  pieces  known.  NGC  has  deemed 
only  two  specimens  of  this  variety’  to  be 
Mint  State,  on  an  admittedly  different 
scale  than  the  Condition  Census  cited 
above.  This  is  the  finest  certified  by  NGC. 

NGC  Census  (1811/0):  1;  none  finer. 
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The  Jewell  Colleci  ion 


1813  S-292.  Rarity-2.  VF-30.  Sharpness  of  AU-50,  but  with  some 
corrosion  and  obverse  hairlines.  Attractive  mottled  medium  brown 
and  mahogany  with  some  darker  areas.  Very  sharp  and  nicely  de- 
tailed. An  area  of  shallow  roughness  surround  stars  2 through  5 at 
the  left  obverse  rim,  but  more  significant  raised  corrosion  is  present 
over  a good  portion  of  the  reverse.  Scrutiny  reveals  a batch  of  hori- 
zontal hairlines  at  the  truncation  of  the  bust  and  date.  In  person, 
this  coin  maintains  good  eye  appeal  and  is  a desirable  specimen  of 
the  scarcest  date  of  this  type.  Top  grade  survivors  are  rare — the  Bland 
census  records  only  three  full  Mint  State  specimens  of  this  variety, 
only  one  of  which  has  been  offered  at  auction  since  1976. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 

Lustrous  1814  S-295 


1814  S-295.  Rarity-l.  Plain  4.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  Frosty 
chocolate  brown,  with  a crescent  of  lighter  tan  color  across  the  left 
bottom  of  the  reverse  more  recently  faded  from  mint  color.  Good 
cartwheel  lustre  on  both  sides,  excellent  eye  appeal.  A tiny  nick  is 
noted  inside  star  5,  some  dark  raised  corrosion  blends  into  the  top 
of  the  wreath  on  reverse.  Late  die  state,  with  break  from  star  1 1 to 
curl  to  date.  A very  pleasing  specimen,  ideal  for  a type  set  and  nicer 
than  most  a collector  is  bound  to  encounter. 

I'CGS  Population  (Plain  4):  2;  1 finer  {MS-66  BN). 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


1814  S-295.  Rarity-l.  AU-50  (NGC).  Mottled  golden  brown 
with  some  mahogany  patina  at  central  reverse.  Some  scattered 
roughness  and  a smattering  of  contact  marks.  Late  die  state.  A more 
detailed  specimen  than  most  of  this  date. 


1149  A quartette  of  high-grade  middle  date  cents,  1816  to  1828; 

☆ 1816  Newcomb-6.  Rarity-2.  VF-30,  sharpness  of  AU-50, 
cleaned  and  retoned.  Glossy  medium  brown  with  some  rosy  un-  | 
dertones  near  point  of  bust,  nearly  imperceptible  hairlines,  good  1 
overall  eye  appeal  ☆ 1819  N-6.  Rarity-l.  EF-40.  Pleasing  olive 
highlights  on  gray-brown  surfaces,  a trace  of  lustre  remains  ☆ 1827 
N-11.  Rarity-l.  EF-40,  a bit  sharper  but  showing  minor  hairlines. 
Dark  steel  browm  with  some  lustre  and  good  eye  appeal  ☆ 1828 
N-5.  Rarity-2.  EF-45,  sharpness  of  AU-50,  but  some  raised  specks 
of  verdigris  adhere  to  reverse  design  elements.  Beautiful  smooth 
light  brown  with  good  remaining  lustre,  an  extremely  pretty  cent. 
(Total:  4 pieces) 

While  not  a guarantee,  we  imagine  that  each  of  these  coins  would  certify  at 
much  higher  grades  than  we  have  assigned  (including  the  cleaned  one).  Please 
see  our  note  at  the  beginning  of  the  cent  section  on  how  we  grade  raw  h.alf  cents 
and  large  cents. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


1150  1817  N-14.  Rarity-l.  MS-60.  An  attractive  survivor  from  the 
Randall  Hoard.  Smooth  medium  brown  with  traces  ot  mint  color 
on  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  exhibits  more  than  half  of  its 
original  mint  red.  Far  better  cartwheel  lustre  than  usually  seen  on 
this  often-dull  variety.  Rim  nick  over  star  8,  two  nicks  in  field 
before  chin,  planchet  flaw  over  N of  UNITED,  some  other  light 
“kegmarks.”  In  the  original  letters  about  the  Randall  Hoard,  writ- 
ten between  John  Swan  Randall  and  Ed  Cogan  in  the  late  186()s, 
Randall  made  mention  that  some  of  the  coins  were  bright  on  one 
side  and  tarnished  on  the  other — in  other  words,  one  side  was  still 
bright  red  while  the  other  had  mellowed  to  brown.  He  could  have 
been  talking  about  this  exact  coin! 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


1151  1817  N-16.  Rarity-l.  15  Stars.  AU-50.  Attractive  light  to  me- 

dium brown  with  good  lustre  remaining  at  the  peripheries.  A bit 
softly  struck  as  usually  seen,  with  a flat  hair  bun,  some  verdigris  in 
protected  areas  but  no  place  obvious,  thin  hairline  inside  star  2, 
only  the  most  trivial  contact  marks.  A handsome  specimen  ot  this 
famous  and  distinctive  variety. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 
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1152  1818  N-10.  Rarity-1.  MS-60.  Lively  cartwheel  lustre  over  pleas- 
ing dark  steel  brown  surfaces,  abundant  mint  red  remains  at  cen- 
tral and  upper  reverse.  A frosty  delight,  far  nicer  than  usual  for  this 
Randall  Hoard  variety,  which  is  usually  spotty  and  covered  with 
marks — though  it  wiU  cost  no  more,  this  is  far  better  than  a typical 
specimen.  Some  dark  toning  on  the  upper  obverse  could  be  de- 
scribed as  either  “streaky”  or  “spotty”  but  is  really  neither,  hut 
what  it  could  be  accurately  described  as  is  inconsistent  and  subtle. 
There  is  a dull  nick  neatly  positioned  along  the  jawline,  a few  other 
little  marks  are  inconsequential.  A particularly  choice  piece  in  terms 
of  surface  quality,  lustre,  and  color. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


1153  1819  N-2.  Rarity-1.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Frosty  cartwheel  lus- 
tre on  even  dark  steel  surfaces.  Aside  from  a dull  nick  over  19  of 
the  date,  there  are  few  noteworthy  marks  and  the  eye  appeal  is 
very  nice.  This  variety  is  occasionally  attributed  by  both  major 
certification  services  as  1819/8;  it  is  correctly  called  just  1819  here. 
A very  attractive  high-grade  cent  from  a variety  that  was  not  rep- 
resented in  the  Randall  Hoard. 


1154  1820  N-13.  Rarity-1.  MS-66  BN  (NGC).  Stunning  cartwheel 
lustre  on  bright,  frosty  pale  violet  surfaces  that  have  evenly  mel- 
lowed from  full  mint  color,  though  some  warm  traces  of  mint  color 
and  pale  olive  remain.  The  lustre  is  very  bold — even  for  this  vari- 
ety, which  usually  shows  remarkable  cartwheel.  The  strike  is  flaw- 
less and  the  fields  are  pristine,  with  only  a few  tiny  contact  marks 
on  the  cheek  noted  under  a glass.  A really  superb  type  coin. 


1155  1820  N-13.  Rarity-1.  MS-65  BN  (PCGS).  Another  beautiful 
specimen  of  this  popular  variety  from  the  Randall  Hoard.  Bold 


cartwheel  lustre  on  attractively  mottled  dark  olive  surfaces  that 
retain  considerable  mint  color,  particularly  around  the  date  and 
across  the  reverse.  Soundly  struck  and  without  significant  marks 
or  spotting,  a simply  beautiful  example  of  the  date  or  design  type. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


1156  1820  N-13.  Rarity-1.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Full  cartwheel  lus- 
tre on  bright  orange-red  surfaces,  though  splashes  of  darker  ton- 
ing at  the  central  reverse  apparently  account  for  the  RB  grade  as 
assigned.  A few  light  spots,  typical  of  the  variety,  including  one  at 
the  hair  bun,  one  on  Liberty’s  shoulder,  and  a few  smaller  ones  on 
the  reverse.  The  area  around  stars  11  and  12  is  toned  a bit  more 
darkly  than  elsewhere.  A bright  and  appealing  example  for  a tyqae 
collection. 


1157  1821  N-2.  Rarity-1.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Mottled  deep  olive 
and  rich  tan  with  good  lustre,  especially  on  the  reverse.  Some  scat- 
tered marks,  a tiny  pit  above  star  7,  short  scratch  at  D of  UNITED, 
good  overall  eye  appeal.  A sharp  specimen  of  a challenging  date. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection.  Perhaps  earlier  from  Barney 
Bluestone’s  sale  oJMay  1940,  Lot  963. 


Choice  Mint  State  1822  N-1 


1158  1822  N-1.  Rarity-3.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  Richly  mottled  dark 
olive,  chocolate  brown,  tan  and  deep  blue  on  the  highly  lustrous 
obverse,  beautiful  golden  tan  on  the  reverse  with  some  darker 
toning.  A simply  beautiful  cent,  fully  lustrous  and  original,  well 
struck  and  detailed.  A dull  nick  far  below  NT  of  CENT,  a speck 
of  verdigris  on  the  last  S of  STATES,  and  a dull  nick  on  Libert\''s 
chin  are  noted  for  accuracy  but  do  not  distract.  An  especially  lovely 
specimen  of  the  variety  whose  color  should  be  seen  to  be  fully 
appreciated. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 
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Lustrous  Key  1823/2  Cent 
Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


1159  1823/2  N-1.  Rarity-2.  AU-58  (PCGS).  An  e.xemplary  speci- 
men of  this  classic  date.  Lovely  chocolate  brown  with  deep  tan 


toning  at  right  and  left  peripheries  of  the  obverse  and  right  pe- 
riphery of  the  reverse.  Smooth  and  appealing,  no  corrosion  or  sur- 
face problems,  with  some  frosty  lustre  still  remaining  among  the 
stars  and  legends.  A very  pretty  cent,  no  disfiguring  marks,  dull 
nick  at  base  of  3 in  date,  some  dirt  trapped  in  the  letters  of  the 
denomination,  only  minor  scattered  contact  marks  otherwise.  Eas- 
ily comparable  to  the  AU-58  (NGC)  1823/2  N-1  in  the  Rasmussen  ^ 
sale  (at  $9,775)  and  perhaps  just  a bit  finer  than  that  specimen  de-  j 
pending  upon  color  preferences.  This  is  one  ofthe  very  finest  1823/ 

2 cents  we  have  handled,  the  certified  grade  notwithstanding,  and 
it  also  happens  to  be  tied  for  finest  certified  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


Exceptional  1824  N-2  Cent 

Condition  Census  and  Finest  Certified 


(2: 


1160  1824  N-2.  Rarity-2.  MS-65  BN  (PCGS).  A stunning  and  newly 
discovered  specimen  that  ranks  among  the  very  finest  known  of  the 
variety,  not  to  mention  the  lone  finest  specimen  of  the  date  certified 
by  PCGS.  Choice  frosty  light  brown  surfaces  show  golden  olive  over- 
tones and  abundant  rich  mint  red  color  around  nearly  all  design  ele- 
ments. Nicely  struck  with  only  a couple  of  flat  stars,  no  bad  spotting 
or  severe  contact  marks,  pristine  fields.  While  a number  ofMint  State 
specimens  are  known  this  variety,  this  example  outclasses  nearly  all  of 


photo) 


them — it  is  easily  as  fine  as  the  Starr  coin,  listed  as  tied  for  CC3,  and 
may  even  rival  the  better  specimens  (Garrett  and  Slife)  for  overall  quality 
and  eye  appeal,  though  those  coins  are  listed  as  65  in  the  census  due  to 
their  abundance  of  mint  color.  This  specimen  is  one  of  the  outstand- 
ing stars  of  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection,  finer  than  any  other  example 
of  this  variety  sold  in  a decade  or  more. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer. 

Accompanied  by  envelope  and  box. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


1161  1825  N-6.  Rarity-3.  AU-50.  Choice  dark  chocolate  brown  with 

deep  mahogany  undertones,  e.xcellent  eye  appeal  and  with  con- 
siderable lustre  remaining.  A simply  lovely  cent,  even  and  highly 
appealing.  A single  tiny  contact  marks  is  noted  at  the  juncture  ot 
Liberty’s  lips,  speck  beneath  TE  of  STATES,  short  nick  at  lower 
right  corner  of  N in  ONE.  A remarkably  nice  specimen  ot  tlie 
date  or  variety. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 
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Attractive  1826  N-4  Cent 


1162  1826  N-4.  Rarity-2.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Full  cartwheel  lustre 
remains  on  frosty  surfaces,  showing  mottled  toning  from  light 
golden  brown  to  dark  chocolate  brown  to  light  steel  with  traces  of 
mint  color.  Nicely  struck,  full  radials  to  stars,  no  heavy  marks,  a 
few  areas  of  light  surface  verdigris  noted  at  Liberty’s  nose,  between 
stars  7 and  8,  and  below  OF  on  the  reverse.  Tiny  spot  between 
stars  11  and  12,  excellent  eye  appeal  and  no  breaks  in  the  lustre. 
While  probably  not  in  the  top  six  of  the  variety,  this  nice  Mint 
State  piece  is  finer  than  the  1826  N-4  in  many  advanced  collec- 
tions and  should  see  strong  bidding. 

PCGS  Population:  9;  1 finer  (MS-66  BN). 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 

Exceptional  1829  N-2 

Possible  Condition  Census 


1163  1829  N-2.  Rarity-2.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Beautiful  dark  steel 
color  at  central  obverse  yields  to  golden  tan  inside  the  rims,  while 
the  reverse  is  mottled  golden  tan  and  olive  with  some  darker  ton- 
ing on  the  left  side.  Full  cartwheel  lustre  and  frosty  surfaces,  ex- 
ceptional eye  appeal.  One  of  the  very  nicest  1829  N-2s  around, 
though  a number  are  known  at  the  Mint  State  level,  and  this  one 
may  earn  a place  within  the  bottom  of  the  Condition  Census — 
the  finest  known,  the  gem  from  Helfenstein,  has  not  been  traced 
since  the  sale.  Two  tiny  nicks  on  the  cheek  are  so  subtle  as  to  not 
deserve  mention,  a few  raised  specks  seen  under  magnification  on 
the  reverse,  otherwise  essentially  choice  and  simply  delightful.  A 
great  looking  coin  from  a date  that  is  difficult  to  find  nice,  fully 
Mint  State  and  worthy  of  a place  in  a world-class  collection. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  none  finer.  Two  specimens  have  been  graded  MS-64 
RB  by  PCGS. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 

1164  Four  nice  large  cents  from  the  1830s:  ☆ 1831  N-1.  Rarity-1. 
EF-45,  sharpness  of  AU-50,  short  scratch  on  cheek.  Lustrous  dark 
tan  with  a trace  of  red  inside  the  denomination,  excellent  surfaces, 
short  abrasion  on  cheek  ☆ 1834  N-2.  Rarity-1.  EF-40,  sharpness 
of  AU-5()+,  scratch  at  eye  and  above  date.  Lustrous  light  brown, 
spot  scratched  away  at  eye,  light  scratches  above  date  and  in  left 
obverse  field,  probably  a certified  Mint  State  coin  ☆ 1834  N-3. 
Rarity-].  AU-5().  Lustrous  light  brown  with  darker  toning  on 
devices,  reverse  rich  gold  and  olive  with  exceptional  lustre.  Very 
pretty  ☆ 1836  N-3.  Rarity-1.  AU-5().  Frosty  medium  brown  with 
good  lustre  and  a few  dirt  flecks.  (Total:  4 pieces) 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


Very  Rare  Proof  1831  Large  Cent 

Ex.  French-Clarke-Naftzger 


(2x  photo) 


1165  1831  N-3.  Rarity-7-  as  a Proof.  Proof-64  BN  (NGC).  Nicely 
reflective  golden  surfaces  with  halos  of  violet  and  pale  olive  ton- 
ing around  stars  and  design  elements.  Some  tiny  flyspecks,  a spot 
at  the  point  of  Liberty’s  bust  connects  this  piece  with  its  previous 
provenance,  natural  depression  under  lowest  curl,  a few  tiny  nicks 
above  the  top  of  Liberty’s  coronet,  a few  faint  hairlines  inside  the 
wreath,  excellent  eye  appeal  overall.  Listed  as  fourth  finest  among 
the  Proofs  of  this  variety  on  the  Loring  Proof  census,  surpassed  by 
the  Downing,  Pearl,  and  Auction  ’80  coins,  though  the  Auction 
’80  coin  was  certified  as  only  Proof-63  BN  by  NGC.  Only  the 
stars  behind  the  head  show  full  radials,  otherwise  superbly  struck 
and  well  detailed.  A very  rare  Proof  issue  from  the  last  decade  of 
screw  press  coinage,  a rarely  offered  issue  missing  from  most  col- 
lections. 

NGC  Census:  3;  2 finer  {Proof-65  BN).  This  piece  was  once  certified  as 
NGC  Proof-65  BN,  leaving  only  one  certified  finer. 

From  B.  Max  Meld’s  fixed  price  list  of  the  Dr.  George  French  collec- 
tion, 1929,  Lot  503;  T.  James  Clarke  to  R.E.  “Ted”  Haftzger; 
NERCA ’s  sale  of  November  1979,  Lot  38;  The  1989  E AC  sale,  April 
1989,  Lot  321;  Denis  Hiring  to  Eric J.  Streincr. 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  RARITIES 


The  Jewell  Collection 


Superlative  1832  N-3 

Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


1166  1832  N-3.  Rarity-1.  MS-66  BN  (PCGS).  Frosty  medium  brown 
with  steel  undertones  and  bright  mint  color  remaining  at  periph- 
eries and  around  design  elements.  Richly  lustrous  and  showing 
lull  cartwheel  on  both  sides.  The  fields  are  nearly  pristine,  scru- 
tiny reveals  a thin  hairline  between  stars  5 and  6,  trivial  nick  on 
star  9.  While  not  an  impossibly  rare  variety  in  Mint  State,  this  piece 
does  boast  superlative  eye  appeal  and  technical  quality.  No  other 
specimen  of  the  date  has  been  certified  MS-66  or  finer  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  1 ; none  tied  or  finer  in  any  color  designation  on  this  date. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


Red  and  Brown  1835  N-8 


1167  1835  N-8.  Rarity-1.  MS-63.  Dark  chocolate  brown  with  abun- 
dant mint  red,  including  nearly  the  entire  southeast  quadrant  of 
the  obverse  and  nearly  half  the  reverse.  Good  lustre  and  eye  ap- 
peal, smooth  surfaces,  a few  specks  inside  the  bottom  of  the  wreath 
and  at  stars  6 and  7.  Late  die  state  with  impressive  bisecting  crack 
on  the  obverse.  Not  a particularly  challenging  variety  in  Mint  State, 
but  difficult  to  find  with  so  much  color  and  an  ideal  type  coin  for 
this  transitional  “Head  of  1836”  type. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 

1168  1837  N-7,  8.  Rarity-1.  MS-60.  Impressive  cartwheel  lustre  on 
frosty  light  brown  surfaces,  lots  of  mint  red  color  adheres  to  de- 
sign elements  but  most  especially  on  reverse.  A lovely  coin,  of  es- 
sentially gem  quality  but  for  a raised  patch  of  inactive  black  corro- 
sion below  star  1.  Another  tiny  spot  is  noted  inside  star  3,  minor 
vertical  hairline  in  left  obverse  field,  dull  nick  high  on  cheekbone. 
Still  a beautifully  preserved  cent  with  rich  color  and  lustre. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 

1169  Nearly  a dozen  pleasing  middle  and  late  date  cents.  All  are 
attractive  and  relatively  problem-free,  with  grades  in  the  choice 
VF  to  EF  range.  E.xceptional  pieces  are  noted:  ☆ 1838  N-4.  Rar- 
ity-2.  Some  Hecks  of  verdigris  ☆ 1842  N-2.  Rarity-1.  ☆ 1843  N- 
4.  Rarity-1.  ☆ 1843  N-12.  Ranty-l.  ☆ 1844  N-7.  Rarity-2.  Close 
to  Mint  State  and  with  some  red,  but  lacquered  ☆ 1851  N-13. 
Ranty-l.  ☆ 1853  N-6.  Rarity-1.  ☆ 1853  N-IO.  Rarity- 1.  ☆ 1853 
N-16.  Rarity-I.  ☆ 1853  N-18.  Rarity-1.  ☆ 1853  N-25.  Rarity'-l. 
■'Total:  II  pieces) 

f rom  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


Nearly  Full  Red  1839  Cent 


1170  1839  N-9.  Rarity-2.  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Nearly  complete  mint 
color  remains,  barely  faded  on  the  cheek  and  lower  left  obverse  field, 
mellowed  elsewhere  to  a pleasing  and  even  orange  shade.  Thorough 
cartwheel  lustre  and  exemplary  eye  appeal.  A dull  nick  is  noted  on 
the  cheek,  some  light  scattered  flyspecks,  spot  at  the  left  end  of  line 
under  CENT  and  another  at  left  ribbon  end.  A nice  gem  specimen 
of  the  date,  otf  the  market  for  more  than  six  decades. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  5 finer  (MS-66  RD  finest). 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


1171  1839  N-9.  Rarity-2.  MS-60+.  Beautiful  and  even  frosty  light 
brown  with  full  cartwheel  lustre.  A particularly  problem-free  ex- 
ample with  no  spots  or  noteworthy  marks.  Late  die  state  with  three 
distinct  obverse  rim  cuds  and  a very  tiny  rim  cud  at  the  base  of  the 
reverse.  Not  as  flashy  as  the  previous  coin  from  the  Hogan  Pond 
collection,  but  marvelously  preserved  and  delightful  all  the  same, 
and  probably  worthy  of  a gem  grade  in  the  marketplace. 

This  piece's  MS-60+  grade  is  not  the  same  MS-60  grade  you  might  en- 
counter on  a scuffy  and  unattractive  cent  certified  by  one  of  the  major  grading 
services.  Only  a few  Mint  State  grades  are  used  in  “EAC”-style  grading,  and  the 
difference  between  them  is  based  upon  color  and  liveliness.  A full  red  cent  with- 
out significant  problems  would  be  called  MS-65  in  most  cases,  but  so  too  might 
an  extremely  lustrous  and  attractive  piece  with  a significant  proportion  of  its 
mint  color.  MS-60  and  MS-60+  cents,  in  the  “EAC”-style  system,  generally 
merit  that  grade  because  they  lack  mint  red,  not  because  of  poor  eye  appeal  or 
problems.  Problem  coins  without  wear  generally  receive  a grade  below  60. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


1172 


1839  N-11.  Rarity-1.  Booby  Head.  MS-60+.  Full  cartwheel 
lustre  remains  on  attractive  milk  chocolate  brown  surfaces,  and 
some  mint  color  remains  in  protected  areas  and  around  most  ele- 
ments of  the  reverse  design.  Superb  eye  appeal,  taint  abrasion  above 
star  4,  thin  hairline  between  stars  5 and  6,  two  tiny  nicks  above  CE 
of  CENT,  dark  toning  in  mint-made  depression  near  12:(HI  on 
reverse.  A lovely  Mint  State  specimen  ot  this  popular  liead  ty  pe. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 
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1173 


1174 


1175 


1176 


1840  N-3.  Rarity-1.  Small  Date.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Nearly 
full  mint  color  remains,  with  rich  cartwheel  lustre  on  both  sides. 
The  top  left  of  the  reverse  shows  some  dark  mahogany  patination 
that  shows  some  flecks  of  verdigris  therein,  but  without  completely 
interrupting  the  superb  lustre.  Some  faint  flecks,  tiny  nick  on  star 
13,  old  short  scratch  below  OF.  This  date,  and  those  cents  struck 
between  1840  and  1843  in  general,  are  very  tough  to  find  with  so 
much  original  color.  This  piece  is  the  finest  specimen  of  the  Small 
Date  certified  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population  (Small  Date):  1;  none  finer. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 

A half  dozen  attractive  late  date  cents  from  1843  to  1854.  All 

grade  AU  to  full  Mint  State,  with  exceptions  or  problems  noted: 
☆ 1843  N-3,  Rarity-3.  An  AU  with  good  lustre  ☆ 1850  N-13. 
Rarity-4.  Some  light  obverse  surface  roughness  ☆ 1851  N-21. 
Rarity-3.  A flatly  struck  Mint  State  coin  with  good  color  and  lus- 
tre ☆ 1852  N-8.  Rarity-2.  Prooflike  early  die  state,  some  hair- 
lines ☆ 1853  N-23.  Rarity-4.  Even  lustrous  brown  ☆ 1854  N-25. 
Rarity-3.  Lustrous  but  cleaned  to  an  unnatural  orange,  with  a Blue- 
stone  envelope  calling  it  “Unc.  Brilliant  red.”  (Total:  6 pieces) 
From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


1844/81  N-2.  Rarity-2.  MS-61  BN  (PCGS).  Even  medium 
brown  with  golden  highlights.  Some  flecks  of  powdery  green  ver- 
digris are  noted  among  the  reverse  intricacies.  The  inverted  date 
error  that  makes  this  variety  so  popular  is  bold  and  easy  to  see. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  4 finer  (MS-64  BN  finest). 


1177 


1178 


1179 


Impressively  Red  1845  N-9 

“Brilliant  Perfect  Mint  Gem” 


1845  N-9.  Rarity-2.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Nearly  full  mint  red 
color  remains,  barely  faded  in  woodgram  fashion  on  the  reverse. 
Full  cartwheel  lustre  on  both  sides,  a few  widely  scattered  fiyspecks 
but  no  heavy  spotting.  A “brilliant  perfect  mint  gem  as  described 


by  Barney  Bluestone  ca.  1940,  when  this  piece  cost  an  impressive 
$35— a lot  for  a late  date  cent  at  the  time.  Today,  the  Grellman 
Condition  Census  for  the  variety  is  64-63-62(3)-61  without  this 
coin,  and  we  imagine  the  superb  color  and  preservation  of  this 
specimen  will  insert  it  somewhere  near  the  very  top  of  the  CC  for 
this  variety.  A difficult  date  to  find  with  so  much  red. 

PCGS  Population:  14;  3 finer  (MS-65  RB  finest).  Only  two  pieces  have 
been  certified  as  RD  by  PCGS. 

Accompanied  by  a Barney  Bluestone  envelope  inscribed  “ 1845  A-5.  Unc. 
brilliant  perfect  mint  gem.  Unique  condition.  35.00”  and  box. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection.  Purchased  from  Barney  Bluestone, 
ca.  1940. 

A pair  of  high-grade  1846  cents:  ☆ 1846  N-2.  Rarity-2.  MS- 
60.  Mostly  red  remains,  faded  in  areas  to  dark  orange  and  perhaps 
half  brown  on  the  reverse.  Abrasion  at  RT  of  LIBERTY,  a few 
spots,  good  lustre  and  eye  appeal  ☆ 1846  N-12.  Rarity-1.  MS- 
63.  About  half  mint  color  remains,  faded  elsewhere  to  pleasing 
brown  highlights  on  design  elements.  Good  lustre  and  eye  appeal, 
almost  certainly  a new  Condition  Census  entry  for  the  variety, 
whose  Grellman  census  is  64(3)-63(2)-62(2).  (Total:  2 pieces). 

The  second  piece  comes  with  a Barney  Bluestone  envelope  inscribed  “1846 
A-12.  Large  date.  Unc.  bright  red.  Extremely  Rare  condition,  30.00.” 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 

Two  high-grade  late  date  cents,  1846  and  1849:  ☆ 1846  N-3.  Rar- 
ity-2. AU-50,  sharpness  ofMint  State,  some  raised  corrosion.  Steel 
brown  with  excellent  lustre  and  some  traces  of  red,  faint  scratches 
on  bust,  some  old  raised  corrosion  in  protected  areas  of  the  re- 
verse. Grellman  state  e,  with  two  rim  cuds  atop  the  reverse, 
a rare  die  state  ☆ 1849  N-12.  Rarity-1.  AU-55,  sharpness  of 
Mint  State,  but  a dig  in  Liberty’s  hair  atop  E of  LIBERTY.  Lus- 
trous chocolate  brown.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 

1846  N-7.  Rarity-2+.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Lovely  lustrous  sur- 
faces, primarily  brown  as  certified,  but  with  splashes  of  original 
mint  color  as  well.  Small  Date  style,  one  of  several  curious  logo- 
type variations  among  coins  of  this  year,  across  many  different  de- 
nominations. 


Condition  Census  Gem  1847  Cent 


1847  N-38.  Rarity-1.  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Rich  deep  orange 
mint  color,  mostly  even  and  only  barely  mellowed  in  the  fields,  with 
no  “brown”  in  sight.  Thorough  satiny  lustre,  exemplary  eye  appeal. 
Some  trivial  fiyspecks,  faint  abrasion  on  check,  but  an  impressive 
specimen  of  this  variety'.  A strong  contender  for  the  Condioon  Cen- 
sus and  probably  high  therein,  as  the  current  Grellman  census  (be- 
fore this  coin  was  recently  discovered)  is  65-64(2)-63(4).  Another 
beautifully  preserved  cent  from  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  2 finer  (MS-66  RB  finc«). 

Accompanied  by  envelope  and  box. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 
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1181  1847  N-38.  Rarity-1.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Deep  tan-brown  with 

frosty  surfaces,  a wealth  of  lustre,  a bold  strike  for  the  date,  with 
just  a few  star  radials  weak,  and  with  traces  of  bright  red  in  the 
protected  areas. 


Condition  Census  1848  N-6 


1182  1848  N-6.  Rarity-1.  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Nearly  full  mint 
color  remains,  lightly  faded  in  areas.  Full  satiny  lustre  and  e.xcel- 
lent  eye  appeal.  Some  scattered  flyspecks,  mostly  on  the  bottom 
half  of  the  obverse,  minor  scrape  on  neck,  nicely  struck. 
Grellman’s  state  e,  the  scarce  terminal  state,  with  an  impressive 
break  at  3:00  on  the  reverse.  A Condition  Census  specimen,  per- 
haps even  finest  known,  as  the  current  Grellman  census  of  62- 
61-60(3)-58(2)  does  not  yet  include  this  coin.  An  important  coin 
for  variety  and  die  state  specialists. 

PCGS  Population:  8;  none  finer. 

From  the  Flogan  Pond  Collection. 


1183  1849  N-22.  Rarity-1.  MS-63.  Abundant  mint  color  remains, 
perhaps  half,  toned  down  elsew'here  to  pleasing  medium  brown. 
Full  cartwheel  lustre  and  superb  aesthetic  appeal.  A dark  spot  is 
hidden  in  the  back  of  the  hair,  a few  flyspecks  elsewhere  but  not 
any  that  affect  the  eye  appeal,  a few  hidden  dull  nicks  behind  the 
eye.  A very  pretty  specimen  of  this  variety,  the  only  one  among 
1849s  that  is  regularly  available  with  mint  color. 

From  the  Flo^an  Pond  Collection. 

1184  1850  N-7.  Rarity-2.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  A superb  specimen, 
the  very  definition  of  lustrous  brown  surfaces,  pristine  and  beau- 
tiful. E.xccedingly  well  struck  at  the  centers  on  both  sides,  some- 
what light  on  certain  stars  and  the  dentils. 


New  Mint  State  1850  N-24 

Finest  Known  by  a Country  Mile 


1185  1850  N-24.  Rarity-6-.  MS-60.  An  exciting  new  discovery  from  i 
the  Hogan  Pond  Collection,  a brand  new  specimen  of  the  Rarity-  | 

6-  1850  N-24  in  never-encountered  condition:  Mint  State!  In  cata- 
loguing the  RSB  III  sale  in  2002,  Bob  Grellman  noted  while  cata-  ' 
loguing  the  old  finest  known  (55  net  45)  that  this  was  “one  of 
only  13  die  varieties  in  the  late  date  cent  series  unknown  in  Mint 
State.”  There  is  now  one  fewer.  The  cartwheel  lustre  is  complete 
and  bold,  swirling  over  attractive  chocolate  brown  surfaces  faded 
down  from  mint  color,  and  some  mint  red  persists  at  the  peripher-  | 
ies.  Tiny  spots  noted  inside  the  dentils  at  12:00  on  the  obverse,  i 
hidden  inside  the  hair,  at  3:00  on  the  wreath.  Only  a few  light 
marks,  excellent  eye  appeal  tor  the  grade.  The  Grellman  census  i' 
before  this  coin  was  discovered  was  45(3)-35-30-25,  and  this  coin 
now  easily  ascends  to  CCl.  A very  important  discovery  for  ad-  ; 
vanced  students  of  the  late  date  cent  series.  ] 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


1186  1851/81  N-3.  Rarity-1.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Pdeh  lustrous  and 
rather  unusual  magenta  toned  surfaces  with  some  indications  of  a 
lighter  color.  This  blundered  date,  in  which  the  logotype  was  first 
entered  upside  down,  is  not  rare  as  a die  variety,  but  it  certainly  is 
among  the  more  interesting  issues  of  the  era. 


Early  Die  State  1851/81  Cent 


1187  1851/81  N-3.  Rarity-1.  MS-63.  An  important  early  die  state 
specimen  of  this  famous  variety,  showing  especially  sharp 
repunching  of  the  date  over  inverted  date.  Chocolate  brown  with 
full  lustre  and  nearly  half  of  the  mint  color  remaining.  Some  scat- 
tered minor  spots,  including  one  below  18  ot  the  date,  and  a dull 
nick  on  the  neck.  An  exceptional  specimen,  at  least  tied  tor  inclu- 
sion in  the  Condition  Census  of65(2)-(>4(2)-(i3(S).  but  more  im- 
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portantly  struck  from  an  early  state  that  best  showcases  the  famous 
error  at  the  date.  The  fields  show  dozens  of  raised  lapping  lines.  A 
very  impressive  cent. 

From  the  Ho^^ati  Pond  Collection. 

Splendid  Gem  1851  N-10  Cent 


1188  1851  N-10.  Rarity-1.  MS-67  RB  (NGC).  A splendid  gem  speci- 
men, about  90%  red  on  the  obverse  and  80%  red  on  the  reverse, 
more  original  mint  color  than  some  we  have  seen  classified  as  full 
RD.  An  attractive  coin  worthy  of  study  and  contemplation. 
NGC  Census:  2;  none  finer  within  the  attribution. 


1189  1851  N-12.  Rarity-1.  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  primarily 
brown  surfaces  with  a few  scattered  hints  of  red. 


1190  1853  N-25.  Rarity-1.  MS-66  RB  (NGC).  Rich  red  and  brown 
color  on  the  obverse,  about  evenly  matched,  with  the  reverse  bal- 
ance swinging  toward  the  “RD”  category.  An  attractive  example. 


1191  1853  N-25.  Rarity-1.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Bright  orange-red 
mint  color,  with  no  mellowing,  fading,  or  shading  towards  brown — 
just  red.  A substantial  spot  off  Liberty’s  nose  keeps  this  from  a higher 
grade,  no  major  marks,  excellent  cartwheel  lustre.  The  1853  N- 
25  is  a hoard  variety  and  is  commonly  found  in  nearly  red  Mint 
State  from  this  die  state  — but  pieces  that  are  this  red  are  tough  to 
find. 

From  the  dloj^an  Pond  Collection. 


1192  A trio  of  high-grade  1853  cents,  all  N-25:  ☆ MS-63.  About 
half  red,  faded  in  areas  but  with  good  lustre,  softly  struck  atop 
wreath  MS-60.  Lustrous  woodgrained  brown  with  a trace  of 
red,  some  specks,  spot  at  bun,  scratch  below  star  2.  Very  pleasing 
a MS-60.  Even  chocolate  brown  with  some  undertones  and  good 
lustre.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

All  three  pieces  come  with  envelopes  whose  prices  range  from  1 .25  to  2.00. 

From  the  Ho^an  Pond  Collection. 


Full  Red  Gem  1854  N-25 


(2x  photo) 


1193  1854  N-25.  Rarity-3.  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  A stunning  full  red 
gem  with  remarkable  cartwheel  lustre.  Frosty  and  beautiful,  a few 
light  spots  and  traces  of  two  old  fingerprints  on  the  obverse,  look- 
ing much  as  it  did  when  it  first  left  the  Mint  in  1 854.  A Condition 
Census  specimen,  included  m the  Grellman  listing  of  68-66(2)- 
65(2)-64.  A difficult  coin  to  improve  upon  and  ideal  for  a gem- 
quality  type  set. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer  within  the  RD  designation. 
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1194  1855  N-4.  Rarity-1.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Full  mint  red,  only 
barely  laded  on  the  portrait,  and  showing  full  cartwheel  lustre. 
Some  scattered  flyspecks  and  traces  of  old  fingerprints  are  visible 
on  the  obverse,  less  on  the  gem  quality  reverse.  While  a common 
variety  even  in  gem  condition,  this  piece  shows  nice  aesthetic  ap- 
peal and  comes  with  the  knowledge  that  the  next  owner  is  just  the 
second  since  Barney  Bluestone  said  it  was  “as  perfect  as  the  day  it 
was  coined.” 

Accompanied  by  a Barney  Bluestone  envelope  inscribed  “1855  A-4.  Up- 
right 55.  Unc.  brilliant  as  perfect  as  the  day  it  was  coined.  8.50”  and  box. 

From  the  Flo^an  Pond  Collection.  Purchased  from  Barney  Bluestone, 
ca.  1940. 


Gem  Proof  1856  N-5  Cent 


1195  1856  N-5.  Rarity-5  as  a Proof.  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  Bright 
orange-red  mint  color,  only  barely  mellowed  in  the  nicely  reflec- 
tive fields.  Never  dipped  or  otherwise  treated  to  accentuate  its 
color,  some  scattered  spots  including  one  on  the  throat  and  an- 
other behind  the  bun,  a few  hairlines,  horizontal  nick  under  E of 


CENT.  A very  attractive  and  natural  specimen  of  this  Proof-only 
variety,  struck  as  something  of  a valentine  at  the  end  of  the  large 
cent  era  when  collectors  were  just  beginning  to  assemble  rare  dates, 
Proofs,  and  high-grade  survivors  of  this  series.  This  specimen,  with 
its  interesting  pedigree,  would  be  ideal  for  a connoisseur’s  set. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  2 finer  (Proof-66  RB).  Two  specimens  have  also 
been  called  Proof-65  RD,  though  we  imagine  that  personal  inspection  of  them 
vs.  this  coin  would  reveal  that  this  piece  has  either  just  as  much  red  or  more 
natural  red. 

Accompanied  by  envelope  and  box. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 

1196  1856  N-14.  Rarity-1.  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Light  mint  orange 
surfaces  fading  to  brown.  A few  flecks  here  and  there.  From  a 
large  but  unidentified  old  hoard,  and  unfortunately  the  coin 
can’t  tell  us. 


High  Quality  1857  Large  Date  Cent 


1197  1857  N-1.  Rarity-1.  MS-66  BN  (NGC).  A lovely  lustrous  ex- 
ample displaying  frosty  surfaces,  mostly  brown,  but  with  splashes 
of  original  mint  red.  A mark  is  seen  on  the  reverse  rim  at  the  lower 
left,  beyond  the  dentils,  possibly  a planchet  flaw?  Within  the  “BN” 
designation  there  have  been  only  five  grading  events  by  NGC  at 
this  level,  and  none  higher. 

Large  copper  cents  dated  1857  were  struck  only  in  January  of  the  year.  It  is 
likely  that  many  if  not  most  were  withheld  from  circulation  and  were  melted, 
although  documentation  is  not  clear.  For  a curious  reason,  yet  unexplained, 
virtually  all  examples  known  today  have  brown  surfaces,  at  least  in  large  part, 
with  fully  original  red  surfaces  being  sufficiently  rare  that  if  they  exist  the  cata- 
loguer has  never  seen  one.  Perhaps  the  mixture  of  metal  was  slightly  dilYerent, 
or  perhaps  there  was  some  circumstance  regarding  their  storage. 

For  a long  time  a high-grade  cent  of  1857,  as  here,  has  been  an  object  of 
desire,  reflecting  the  end  of  a long  tradition  in  American  numismatics. 
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SMALL  CENTS 

A choice  Mint  State-63  1856  Flying  Eagle  cent,  easily  one  of  America’s 
most  popular  and  prominent  rarities,  is  the  first  coin  to  draw  your  notice  in 
the  small  cents  section,  but  the  fun  only  begins  there.  A choice  MS-64  1858/ 
7 overdate  Flying  Eagle  and  two  gem  MS-65  1858  cents  of  the  Large  Letters 
variety  make  appearances.  Indian  cent  highlights  include  gem  Proofs  of  1859 
(2!)  and  1861,  with  a selection  of  gem  Mint  State  copper-nickel  dates  that 
; includes  1859,  1860,  1861,  and  1864.  For  the  bronze  issues  a choice  Proof- 
I 64  1864  and  a choice  MS-64  RD  1864-L  lead  the  ranks,  followed  by  a run 

I of  dates  that  includes  gem  Mint  State  and  Proofs  of  nearly  every  date  in  the 

t series — ^yes,  1877  is  here  in  force!  Other  highlights  of  this  ever-popular  se- 

t ries  include  a nice  Mint  State-63  ILB  1867/67,  Proof  and  circulation  strikes 
I of  1871  and  1872,  and  a choice  AU  1873  Doubled  Liberty  variety — defi- 
nitely a modern-day  classic  among  Indian  cent  collectors. 

Date  after  date  is  represented  here  by  quality  specimens,  among  them 
Proof-64  RD  and  MS-65  RJ3  1886  Type  II  cents,  a nice  AU-58  1888/7 
I overdate,  and  gem  specimens  ofboth  branch  mint  issues,  1908-S  and  1909- 
1 S.  The  Lincoln  cents  echo  the  Indian  cents  where  depth  of  quality  and 
1 availability  of  dates  is  concerned,  beginning,  of  course,  with  several  nice 
! 1909  cents  including  multiple  1909-S  V.D.B.  cents,  perhaps  the  all-time 

leader  in  popularity  within  the  entire  small  cent  series!  Other  highlights 
from  the  ‘teens  and  ‘20s  include  several  Matte  Proofs,  a gem  MS-65  RJD 
1911-S,  a choice  MS-63  RD  example  of  the  key  date  rarity  1914-D,  and  a 
gem  MS-65  RD  1920-D.  Some  later  highlights  include  a gem  Proof  1936, 
! a choice  Mint  State  1941  Doubled  Die  Obverse,  a splendid  gem  Mint  State 
1944-D/S,  and  a simply  superb  MS-66  ILD  1955  Doubled  Die  Obverse 
cent,  certainly  one  of  the  finest  known  examples  of  perhaps  the  most  popu- 
lar of  all  mainstream  U.S.  coin  “errors.”  Indeed,  friends,  if  “small”  cop- 
pers are  your  thing,  think  “big”  here! 


Choice  Mint  State  1856  Flying  Eagle  Cent 

Snow-3 


1198  1856  Flying  Eagle.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Medium  golden  brown  with 

substantial  lustre  and  a hint  of  lively  rose  toning.  Some  die-ejec- 
tion  doubling  noted  around  peripheral  legends  and  date  on  ob- 
verse, nicely  struck  at  the  centers,  sharpness  falling  ott  somewhat 
toward  the  edges,  as  often  seen  on  Snow-3.  Arguably  one  of  the 
most  famous  of  all  small  cent  issues,  and  easily  the  most  desirable 
in  that  category — who  hasn’t  wanted  an  1856  “Flyer  in  their  per- 
sonal collection  at  one  time  or  another?  This  one  is  attractive  for 
the  grade,  and  is  probably  one  of  the  later  strikes  made  during 
post- 1856  shenanigans  at  the  Mint.  A great  opportunity  to  obtain 
one  of  the  best-known  rarities  in  all  of  U.S.  coinage! 

Idoni  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


1199  Pair  of  Flying  Eagle  cents  grading  MS-63:  ☆ 1857.  Lustrous 
and  attractive  ☆ 1858  Large  Letters.  Lustrous  with  splashes  of  pale 
reddish  gold  and  minute  speckling  noted  under  magnification. 
(Total:  2 pieces) 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 

1200  Selection  of  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Head  cents  1857  to 
1908-S:  ☆ 1857  AU-58  ☆ 1858  Small  Letters.  AU-55  ☆ 1859 
MS-61  ☆ 1860  AU-55.  Light  corrosion  ☆ 1861  EF-45  ☆ 1862 
AU-58  ☆ 1863  MS-61  ☆ 1864  Copper-nickel  MS-60  ☆ 1864 
Bronze.  MS-62  BN  ☆ 1866  Proof-62  BN  ☆ 1867  Proof-63  BN 
☆ 1880  MS-64  RB  ☆ 1883  AU-58  ☆ 1884  Proof-62  RB  ☆ 1885 
MS-60.  Cleaned  long  ago  ☆ 1887  MS-60  ☆ 1888  MS-62  ILB  ☆ 
1889  MS-63  RD  ☆ 1890  MS-63  RB  ☆ 1893  Proof-62  RI4  ☆ 
1895  MS-63  RB  ☆ 1896  MS-63  RB  ☆ 1897  MS-64  ILB  ☆ 1898 
MS-62  RB  ☆ 1902  MS-61  BN  ☆ 1904  Proof-62  RD  ☆ 1905 
Proof-62  RD  ☆ 1906  MS-60  RB  ☆ 1908-S  MS-62  RB.  Housed 
in  three  Wayte  Raymond  holders.  (Total:  29  pieces) 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


Choice  1858/7  Flying  Eagle  Cent 
Exceedingly  Rare  So  Fine 
Distinctive  Overdate  Feature 


1201  1858/7  MS-64  (PCGS).  Not  generally  known  until  a generation 
or  so  ago,  the  1858/7  Overdate  Flying  Eagle  cent  has  since  pro- 
jected itself  into  the  limelight  to  be  the  key  issue  in  that  series.  In 
terms  of  availability  it  far  outdistances  any  contenders,  including 
the  1856.  The  variety  comes  in  two  die  states,  both  of  which  have 
a small  raised  “island”  in  the  field  above  the  date  and  below  the 
eagle,  but  only  some  of  which  show  the  distinctive  telltale  upper 
right  section  of  the  7 digit  peeking  out  from  behind  the  final  8. 
The  present  coin  shows  that  feature  clearly.  Moreover,  the  assigned 
grade  is  exceptional,  MS-64,  with  few  others  at  this  level.  As  if 
this  were  not  enough,  the  piece  is  an  exceptional  strike  on  obverse 
and  reverse,  with  superb  detail  to  the  eagle  feathers  and  “agricul- 
tural” wreath.  Here,  indeed,  is  a rare  opportunity  for  the  advanced 
specialist.  It  may  be  a very  long  time  until  we  have  another  such 
coin  to  offer. 

PCGS  Population;  26;  4 finer  {MS-65  finest). 
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Gem  Uncirculated  1858  Flying  Eagle 

Large  Letters 


1202  1858  Large  Letters.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Explosive  lustre  on  bright 
golden  surfaces,  wisps  of  lilac  toning  enhance  the  overall  appeal. 
Somewhat  prootlike,  sharply  struck,  and  delightfully  choice  for 
the  grade. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


Gem  1858  Flying  Eagle  Cent 

Large  Letters  Variety 


1203  1858  Large  Letters.  MS-65  (NGC).  An  attractive  example,  sharply 
struck  in  all  details,  of  the  Large  Letters  style  of  this  year.  Light  golden 
surfaces,  highly  lustrous,  accented  by  nuances  ofiridescent.  A splen- 
did coin  no  doubt  destined  for  a high  level  collection. 


Superb  Proof  1859  Cent 

Only  Year  of  Type 


1204  1859  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant,  well  struck,  and  quite  attrac- 
tive, this  piece  ranks  among  the  finest  Proofs  known  of  this  year. 
The  significance  of  the  1859  lies  in  its  status  as  the  only  year 
combining  the  Indian  portrait  on  the  obverse  with  the  laurel  (or 
olive)  wreath  on  the  reverse,  and  thus  a necessity  for  inclusion  in 
a type  set. 


Another  Proof  1859  Cent 


1205  1859  Proof-65  (NGC).  Another  Proof  of  this  issue,  the  present 
piece  with  light  toning  on  both  sides  and  exhibiting  less  in  the  way 
of  mirror  surface.  Sharply  struck.  How  unusual  to  have  a diipli- 
atc  of  this  rare  issue. 


Gem  1859  Indian  Cent 

“Everything  Nice” 


1206  1859  MS-65  (PCGS).  A lovely  gem  1859  cent,  this  piece  has  ev- 
erything nice — sharp  strike,  great  contrast,  deep  lustre,  and  at- 
tractive surfaces,  the  latter  lightly  toned  gold  with  some  hints  of 
iridescence.  There  is  a very  tiny  fleck  in  the  field  beneath  the  next 
to  the  last  feather  in  the  headdress.  All  told,  this  is  still  one  of  the 
nicest  we  have  seen  at  this  grade  category. 


1207  1859  MS-64  (PCGS).  A lustrous  and  pleasing  example  of  this 
type,  the  present  piece  is  rich  natural  golden  brown  with  much 
frost.  A few  contact  marks  are  seen  here  and  there.  Sharply  struck. 


1208  1859  MS-64  (PCGS).  Impressively  lustrous  golden  surfaces.  Some- 
what prooflike  in  appearance  and  nicely  struck  as  well.  Tiny  flecks 
make  their  appearance  under  magnified  scrutiny,  though  the  unaided 
eye  sees  nothing  but  a sparkling  near-gem  representative  of  this  popular 
one-year-only  design  type  within  the  Indian  cent  series. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


1209  1860  Rounded  Bust.  MS-66  (NGC).  Rainbow  toning  charac- 
terizes the  obverse  and  reverse,  the  patination  being  over  very 
sharply  struck  and  highly  lustrous  surfaces.  Ideal  for  the  buyer  who 
enjoys  vividly  toned  specimens,  a niche  all  its  own  in  the  numis- 
matic spectrum. 

1210  Half  dozen  Indian  cents:  ☆ 1860  Rounded  Truncation.  MS-63. 
Lustrous  with  minute  flecks  noted  mostly  on  tlic  obverse  ☆ 1864 
Bronze.  MS-64  RB.  Lustrous  with  minor  speckling  noted  ☆ 1864  L 
on  Ribbon.  MS-63  BN.  Hints  of  pale  magenta  .ind  blue  at  the  cen- 
ters ☆ 1866  MS-63  BN.  Attractive  surfaces  ☆ 1873  C>jx'n  3.  MS-(i3 
RB.  Magenta  and  olive-gold  highlights  on  both  surfaces  ☆ BH\8-S 
MS-62  RB.  Splashes  ofbluish  gr.iy  on  both  surfaces.  (Total;  (>  pieces) 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 
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Memorable  Quality  Proof  1861  Cent 

Eye-Appealing  Gem 


1215 


1211  1861  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen,  sharply  struck,  and 
with  a generous  measure  of  eye  appeal.  A few  flecks  are  seen  here 
and  there  and  are  minimal.  Overall  the  piece  is  significantly  finer 
than  usually  encountered  at  this  grade.  The  1861  is  elusive  as  a 
Proof  and  also  as  a circulation  strike,  the  latter  situation  placing 
additional  pressure  on  Proofs. 

PCGS  Population;  21;  2 finer  (Proof-66  finest). 


1216 


Key  1861  Indian  Cent 

Gem  Mint  State 


1212  1861  MS-66  (PCGS).  A lovely  example  of  the  relatively  low- 
mintage  1861  Indian  cent,  this  particular  piece  is  accompanied  by 
an  Eagle  Eye  Photo  Seal,  a good  concept,  which  encompasses  a 
photo  of  this  particular  “slab”  together  with  the  opinion  of  Rick 
Snow  and  Brian  Wagner  that  this  indeed  is  a “high  bid”  quality 
example.  Most  probably  such  a service,  even  if  engaged  in  com-  1218 
mercially,  would  be  of  tremendous  benefit  for  the  entire  collect- 
ing community  if  it  were  to  be  extended  to  cover  other  denomi- 
nations as  well.  There  seems  to  be  a need  for  some  independent 
evaluation  of  quality  in  addition  to  grading  numbers,  this  being  a 
sentiment  that  we  feel  aU  the  time.  In  our  own  little  way,  in  Ameri- 
can Numismatic  Rarities  catalogues,  we  endeavor  to  go  beyond 

the  numbers  and  to  give  descriptions.  However,  most  seem  to  be 
content  to  rely  upon  numbers  alone. 

The  present  piece  is  well  struck  with  richly  lustrous  surfaces, 
virtually  flawless.  The  eye  appeal  is  great.  This  coin  certainly  is 
deserving  of  strong  bidding  competition. 

Accompanied  by  an  Eagle  Eye  Photo  Seal  certificate.  1219 

1213  Pair  of  Indian  cents  grading  MS-64  (PCGS):  ☆ 1861.  Red- 
dish orange  in  the  protected  areas  with  splashes  of  faint  blue  on 
the  obverse  and  olive-green  on  the  reverse  ☆ 1874.  Deep  rich  steel 
blue  striae  on  the  obverse,  the  reverse  with  splashes  of  reddish  yel- 
low and  bluish  green.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

From  the  Hoy^an  Pond  Collection. 


1864  Copper-nickel.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Frosty  medium  gold  with 
rich  rose  highlights.  The  final  year  of  copper-nickel  Indian  cent 
coinage.  Just  eight  examples  of  this  date  have  been  certified  finer 
than  the  present  piece  by  PCGS. 

From  the  Flogan  Pond  Collection. 


Choice  Proof  1864  Indian  Cent 

Bronze  Issue 


1864  Bronze.  Proof-64  RD  (NGC).  A choice  Proof  example, 
violet,  orange,  and  magenta  in  hue,  of  the  first  regular  issue  of  the 
bronze  Indian  cent  format.  Nice  appearance  overall.  A fine  ex- 
ample for  a specialized  or  type  set. 

NGC  Census:  7;  1 finer  (Proof-65  finest). 


Pair  of  Indian  cents  grading  MS-64  RD  (PCGS)  ☆ 1864 
Bronze.  ☆ 1878.  Both  are  lustrous  and  attractive  with  minute 
speckling  noted  under  magnification.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

From  the  Flogan  Pond  Collection. 


1864  L on  Ribbon.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Bright  orange  gold 
with  some  subdued  toning  highlights.  Nicely  struck  with  essen- 
tially full  details  in  all  areas. 

Reverse  die  aligned  135°(top  of  shield  points  to  10:00,  rather  than  12:00  as 
usually  seen  in  U.S.  coinage  die  alignments). 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


1865  Plain  5.  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  Pale  orange  with  strong 
lustre,  rich  rose  highlights,  and  frosty  motifs  that  stand  out  from 
mirror  fields.  From  an  estimated  Proof  production  for  the  date  of 
750-1,000  pieces.  The  present  gem  has  been  bettered  by  just  two 
RB  examples  of  the  date  in  the  current  PCGS  Population  Report. 

PCGS  Population:  17;  2 finer  within  the  designation  (both  Proof-66  RB). 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


1214  Pair  of  PCGS-certified  Indian  cents:  ☆ 1861  MS-64.  Lustrous 
with  minute  spotting  noted  under  magnification  H 1885  MS-65 
RB.  Lustrous  with  original  mint  lustre  in  the  protected  areas.  (To- 
tal; 2 pieces) 
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Choice  Proof  1867  Cent 


1220  1867  Proof-64  RD  (PCGS).  Bright  orange  with  frosty  motifs 
and  mirrored  fields.  A tiny  central  toning  fleck  is  seen  at  the 
Indian’s  neck,  a few  other  tiny  Hecks  elsewhere,  still  a lovely  coin 
to  the  unaided  eye.  An  outstanding  Proof  from  an  estimated  mint- 
age for  the  date  of850  to  1,100  pieces.  Of  those  certified  by  PCGS, 
fewer  than  a dozen  examples  have  been  graded  finer  than  the 
present  piece,  all  called  Proof-65  RD. 

From  the  Flof^an  Pond  Collection. 


1221  1867  Proof-64  RB  (NGC).  Attractive  reddish  brown  surfaces, 
primarily  red,  with  light  natural  toning.  A splendid  example  which 
falls  into  a grade  classification  category  which  is  generally  shunned 
by  investors,  translating  into  good  news  for  connoisseurs.  The  coin 
is  really  choice,  and  if  you  buy  it  you  will  have  secured  a good 
value  (assuming  you  make  a purchase  an^avhere  near  the  current 
market  price). 

1222  1867/67  S-1.  FS-008.  MS-63  RB  (PCGS).  A lovely  example  with 
some  mint  red-orange  (perhaps  30%)  blending  with  natural  brown. 
Most  probably  this  variety  should  be  called  1867  over  small  61,  for 
the  top  of  the  earlier  7 digit,  clearly  defined,  is  smaller  than  the  final 
7 digit.  Not  everyone  agrees,  and  the  matter  has  been  a subject  of 
discussion  over  the  years.  This  variety,  one  of  the  most  spectacular 
in  the  Indian  cent  series,  was  first  featured  in  the  Empire  Topics  Issue 
5 of  February/March  1959,  by  the  present  witer  (QDB). 

1223  Quintette  of  Indian  cents  grading  Proof-63:  ☆ 1868  BN  (2). 
Both  are  reHective  with  traces  ofiridescent  highlights  ☆ 1888  RD. 
ReHective  with  minute  speckling  noted  ☆ 1890  RB.  ReHective 
with  a few  faint  spots  note  ☆ 1894  RD.  ReHective.  (Total:  5 pieces) 

From  the  Ho^an  Pond  Collection. 


1224  1868  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Frosty  orange  with  an  even  blend  of 
violet  iridescence  and  rose  highlights.  A popular  early  date  in  the 
Indian  cent  series,  especially  when  so  finely  preserved. 

1225  1869  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  Deep  rose-red  with  a hint  of 
woodgrain  toning  on  both  sides. 

From  the  Holman  Pond  Collection. 

1226  1869  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  Much  fiery  orange  blends  with  rich 
rose,  very  lovely  for  the  grade. 

l-rom  the  llo^n  Pond  Collection. 


1227  Trio  of  Indian  cents  grading  Proof-64  RB:  ☆ 1870.  ReHec- 
tive with  minute  spotting  noted  ☆ 1878.  ReHective  and  attractive 
☆ 1886  Type  I.  ReHective  with  bluish  highlights  on  both  sur- 
faces. (Total:  3 pieces) 

From  the  Flogan  Pond  Collection. 


Mint  State  1870  Cent 


1228  1870  MS-66  RB  (NGC).  An  attractive  Mint  State  example, 
mostly  original  mint  red,  blending  with  some  natural  brown,  par- 
ticularly on  the  reverse.  Perhaps  it  is  80%  red.  The  striking  is  good 
and  the  “personality”  or  overall  aspect  is  hkewise  excellent.  Some- 
what scarce  so  fine,  and  worthy  of  a strong  bid. 

NGC  Census:  11 ; none  finer. 


Gem  1870  Indian  Cent 


1229  1870  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  A lovely  example,  clearly  in  the  gem 
category,  but  beyond  that  a piece  with  rich  lustre,  excellent  strike, 
and  an  overly  generous  measure  of  eye  appeal.  These  elements  come 
together  to  create  a very  special  circulation  strike  1870,  one  that 
should  draw  above  average  bidding  interest. 


1230  1871  Proof-64  RD  (PCGS).  Fiery  orange  with  a blend  of  rose  and 
deep  red.  A few  Hecks  become  apparent  under  low  magnification. 
From  the  Hopan  Pond  Collection. 


1231  Pair  of  PCGS-certified  Proof-64  RB  Indian  cents:  ☆ 1871. 
ReHective  with  splashes  of  lavender  and  magenta  highlights  ☆ 
1903.  ReHective  with  splashes  of  magenta,  minute  speckling  is 
noted  along  with  minor  obverse  planchet  Haws.  (Total:  2 pieces) 
From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


1232  1872  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  Bright  fiery  orange  and  a blend  of 
rose  and  gold  highlights  the  heavy  obverse  cameo  contrast,  while 
the  reverse  is  settling  quickly  to  medium  brown.  Choice  tor  the 
grade  both  physically  and  aesthetically. 

“Ulob"  upper  right  scnl  on  T in  CENT;  this  die  m.ikes  further  apjH'araiu  es 
in  later  years. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 
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1233  1872  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  Fiery  gold  and  orange  with  under- 
lying woodgrain  highlights. 

“Blob”  upper  right  serif  on  T in  CENT. 

From  the  Hog^an  Pond  Collection. 


1234  1872  Proof-64  RD  (PCGS).  Pale  yellow  gold  with  some  hints 
of  brown,  a few  flecks  here  and  there,  some  cloudiness  on  the  re- 
verse. Quite  good  eye  appeal  overall.  Among  pieces  at  this  grade 
level  the  present  coin  is  significantly  finer  than  typically  seen. 

1235  1872  AU-58  (PCGS).  Glossy,  even  deep  tan  surfaces  are  the  call- 
ing card  of  this  attractive  key  date  Indian  cent.  A touch  of  striking 
weakness  is  seen  on  the  reverse,  as  nearly  always  found  for  this 
elusive  issue. 

Gem  Red  Proof  1873  Indian  Cent 

Closed  3 


1236  1873  Close  3.  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  Vibrant  orange  with  gold 
highlights  and  lively  cameo  contrast.  Only  two  Proof  examples  of 
the  date  have  been  accorded  finer  grades  than  the  present  gem 
within  the  RD  designation  by  PCGS,  both  of  those  Proof-66  RD. 

PCGS  Population:  28;  2 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-66  RD). 

Reverse  of ’72,  “blob”  upper  right  serif  on  T in  CENT. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


1873  Doubled  LIBERTY  Cent 

Excellent  Detail 


1237  1873  S-1.  FS-009.  Doubled  LIBERTY.  AU-55  (PCGS).  A 

superb  specimen  with  excellent  detail,  each  of  the  doubled  letters 
in  LIBERTY  being  very  sharp,  in  concert  with  sharpness  seen  else- 
where on  the  coin  on  obverse  and  reverse.  This  is  one  of  the  more 
dramatic  doublings  among  19th-century  dies,  a landmark  in  the 
Indian  cent  series.  Watch  the  excitement  when  this  is  sold! 


1238  1873  S-1.  FS-009.  Doubled  LIBERTY.  VF-20  (PCGS).  This 
variety  of  1873  cent  is  another  entry  in  dramatic  die  varieties  in 
the  series.  Essential  for  the  specialist.  The  present  example  is  lightly 
worn,  with  attractive  brown  surfaces.  A thoroughly  desirable  ex- 
ample of  this  dramatic  and  popular  error. 
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Choice  Mint  State  1873  Cent 
Open  3 


1239  1873  Open  3.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen,  nearly 
fully  red  with  some  hints  of  toning  and  flecks.  A tiny  planchet 
chip  in  the  left  obverse  field,  but  apart  from  this,  the  coin  earns 
very  high  marks.  Eye  appeal  is  significantly  above  average. 

1240  Half  dozen  Proof  Indian  cents:  ☆ 1874  Proof-63  RB  ☆ 1882 
Proof-63  BN  ☆ 1890  Proof-62  RB  ☆ 1897  Proof-62  FfB  ☆ 1902 
Proof-63  ILB  ☆ 1906  Proof-62  RD.  All  are  reflective  and  attrac- 
tive. (Total:  6 pieces) 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 

1241  1874  MS-66  RB  (NGC).  A lovely  specimen,  just  right  for  the 
connoisseur  and  advanced  specialist,  this  piece  has  a great  deal  of 
“life”  to  it.  The  surfaces  are  deeply  and  richly  lustrous  with  origi- 
nal mint  orange  nicely  blended  with  natural  brown  in  the  ever 
popular  “woodgrain”  effect.  As  investors  tend  to  shun  coins  desig- 
nated RB  and  BN  (some  of  which  are  far  nicer  than  those  certi- 
fied as  RD),  there  are  some  great  opportunities  for  pieces  such  as 
the  one  here  offered. 


1242  1875  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  Fiery  gold  and  orange  highlights 
vie  for  supremacy  on  the  cameo  surfaces  of  this  attractive  gem  Proof 
Indian  cent.  Just  a half  dozen  Proofs  of  the  date  have  been  graded 
finer  than  this  specimen  by  PCGS  within  the  RB  designation. 
PCGS  Population:  20;  6 finer  within  the  designation  (all  Proof-66  RB). 
From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


Gem  Red  Mint  State  1875  Cent 


1243  1875  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  fiery  deep  orange  with 
golden  highlights.  Nicely  struck.  Just  a half  dozen  1875  Indian  cents 
have  been  accorded  a finer  grade  than  the  present  gem  within  the 
RD  designation  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  35;  6 finer  within  the  designation  (all  MS-66  RD). 

From  the  Potid  Collection. 


1244  1875  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A splendid  example  with  nearly  full 
original  mint  red-orange  beginning  to  tone  to  a natural  brown. 
Pristine  and  undipped,  which  cannot  be  said  for  many  others,  per- 
haps even  the  majority,  graded  today  as  MS-64  RD.  A lovely  piece 
that  should  attract  a strong  bid. 


The  Mystery  Cents  of  1875 

Still  unsolved  is  an  intriguing  mystery  surrounding  certain  cents  of  1875. 
First  revealed  by  R.W.  Julian  in  “The  Case  of  the  Disappearing  Cent,”  in  the 
Numismatic  Scrapbook  Magazine,  May  1972,  the  matter  was  later  showcased  in 
Dave  Bowers’  1996  study,  A Buyer’s  and  Enthusiast’s  Guide  to  Flying  Eagle  and 
Indian  Cents. 

The  background: 

In  the  summer  of  1875  an  aged  employee  of  the  Philadelphia  Mint  was  sus- 
pected of  helping  himself  to  some  of  the  products  manufactured  there.  He  con- 
fined his  activities  to  that  lowly  coin,  the  cent,  but  the  matter  was  serious  and 
could  not  be  ignored. 

His  fellow  workers  informed  the  foreman  of  their  suspicions  and  he  in  turn 
repeated  the  information  to  the  coiner.  Instead  of  proceeding  further,  let  us 
have  the  coiner  tell  the  story  in  his  own  words  (adapted): 

“Mint  of  the  United  States,  Philadelphia 

“August  24,  1875 

“The  Honorable  James  Pollock,  Sup’t. 

“Sir; 

“Having  reported  to  you  my  suspicions  as  to  the  honesty  of  X [the  name  is  left  out 
because,  as  will  be  seen  below,  the  man  was  not  really  a hardened  criminal]  employed  in  the 
coming  room  of  this  department  and  having  received  from  you  before  your  departure  into 
the  country  authority  to  suspend  him  in  case  my  suspicions  were  confirmed  or  strength- 
ened 1 have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  facts  in  relation  to  the  further  development 
of  the  case. 

“On  the  morning  after  our  conference  I was  satisfied  from  the  evidence  presented  to 
me  that  X had  taken  some  of  the  one  cent  coins  and  had  them  on  his  person.  But  being 
anxious  to  fix  his  guilt  clearly  beyond  any  cavil  or  doubt,  I instructed  him  not  to  use  more 
than  one  coining  press  so  that  X’s  actions  could  be  the  more  closely  watched  and  that  he 
should  report  to  me  any  suspicious  actions  on  X’s  part.  About  1 1 a.m.  Mr.  Downing  [A.W. 
Downing,  foreman  of  the  Coining  Room,  had  been  with  the  Mint  since  August  1864] 
reported  that  X had  been  acting  in  a suspicious  manner  and  that  in  his  judgment  he  had 
some  of  the  marked  coin  on  his  person.  In  your  absence  I sent  for  Mr.  Hickox,  acting 
superintendent,  and  informed  him  of  all  the  facts,  and  requested  him  to  remain  with  me 
whilst  I sent  for  and  examined  Mr.  X,  which  he  did. 

“I  sent  for  X,  and  after  closing  the  door  to  prevent  our  being  disturbed  ! told  him  that 
some  of  the  employees  suspected  him  of  taking  coin  out  of  the  coining  room.  He  was  little 
agitated,  but  laughingly  told  me  that  it  was  a great  mistake.  I then  asked  him  whether  he 
had  any  coin  on  his  person  and  he  said  he  had  some,  which  had  been  given  him  by  his  son. 

I told  him  that  any  coin  given  him  by  his  son  could  be  designated  as  the  coin  of  today  had 
been  struck  upon  a marked  die. 

“At  this  he  immediately  became  very  distressed  and  wanted  a private  interview.  I 
went  with  him  into  the  vault  connected  with  my  room  and  he  in  there  confessed  that  he 
had  recendy  taken  a few  cents  and  be^ed  me  to  overlook  the  offense.  I told  him  how 
much  distressed  I was  to  see  that  an  old  man  of  his  long  connection  with  the  Mint  detected 
at  such  an  offense.  I sincerely  sympathized  with  his  family  and  himself,  but  I could  not 
overlook  an  offense  which  was  known  to  several  of  the  employees  as  well  as  to  you,  the 
superintendent. 

“I  then  took  him  back  to  the  presence  of  Mr.  Hickox,  where  he  again  confessed  his 
fault.  I then  exhibited  to  Mr.  Hickox  two  (2)  pieces  from  the  marked  dies  given  to  me  by 
Mr.  Downing  and  asked  X to  take  out  of  his  pocket  the  coin  he  had  pilfered.  After  some 
trouble  he  was  made  to  empty  his  pockets  and  we  found  upon  him  33  cents  marked  in  a 
similar  manner  to  the  ones  previously  in  my  possession.  These  pieces  were  sealed  up  in  our 
own  presence  together  with  the  proper  endorsement.  Mr.  Downing  was  requested  to  put 
up  another  lot  from  the  same  press  in  an  envelope  and  seal  the  same  which  he  did.  These 
packages  are  now  in  my  vault  and  subject  to  your  examination.  I immediately  suspended 
him. 

“Mr.  X tendered  his  resignation  for  such  action  as  you  nuy  sec  fit.  Mr.  X has  been 
connected  with  this  institution  almost  continuously  for  over  50  wars.  He  is  now  a %Yr\’  s>kl 
man,  being  upwards  of  76  years  of  age.  Of  late  he  has  manifested  in  many  waN's  the  wrak- 
ncss  of  his  mind  and  I think  it  charitable  to  say  that  his  grave  fault  can  be  attnbutevl  tv' 
mental  decay  and  weakness  more  than  any  other  cause.. . , 

"1  am,  vcr>'  rcspectfrilly 

"(signed)  A.  Loudon  Snowden,  Coiner  " 
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It  is  likely  that  either  the  obverse  or  reverse  die  was  marked,  possibly  with  a 
file  mark,  possibly  with  a tiny  punch  or  drill  mark  (which  would  produce  a 
raised  dot  on  the  coin),  or  in  a similar  manner.  At  the  recent  Florida  United 
Numismatists  convention.  Fort  Lauderdale,  January  2005,  a dealer  told  Dave 
Bowers  that  he  has  spent  years  examining  every  1875  cent  that  has  come  his 
way,  without  discerning  any  with  a telltale  mark.  The  cataloguer  has  done  like- 
wise. No  doubt,  some  day  one  will  be  found,  to  the  delight  of  all  who  enjoy  the 
Indian  cent  series. 


1245  1876  Proof-66  RB  (PCGS).  Deep  and  fiery  orange  with  a min- 
gling of  rose  and  sea  green  iridescence.  Tied  for  finest  graded  within 
the  RB  designation  by  PCGS,  and  noteworthy  as  such. 

PCGS  Population;  15;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 

1246  Group  of  Proof  Indian  cents:  ☆ 1876  Proof-64  ☆ 1879  Proof- 
64  ☆ 1880  Proof-63  ☆ 1881  Proof-64  ☆ 1901  Proof-64  ☆ 1902 
Proof-65  ☆ 1903  Proof-64  ☆ 1904  Proof-64  ☆ 1905  Proof-60  ☆ 
1906  Proof-62.  AH  have  been  lacquered  at  one  time.  (Total:  10 
pieces) 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 

Gem  Proof  1877  Cent 

Key  to  the  Series 


1247  1877  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  Rarity  does  not  go  out  of  style,  and 
year  in  and  year  out,  no  matter  what  market  conditions  may  be,  a 
Proof  1877  cent  is  always  m strong  demand.  The  present  example 
is  one  of  an  estimated  1,500  or  so  Proofs  struck,  make  that  one  of 
the  finest  remaining  among  them.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are 
deeply  mirrorlike  with  delicate  toning.  The  eye  appeal  is  excel- 
lent, and  everything  else  is  in  good  order.  A few  tiny  flecks  are 
seen  here  and  there  and  are  typical.  Not  one  in  10  Proof  1877 
Indian  cents  is  this  nice. 

While  a Proof  of  this  quality  is  rare  in  its  own  right,  the  great- 
est demand  comes  from  the  fame  of  the  1877  as  a rare  date,  a year 
that  is  in  great  demand  in  all  grades. 


Another  Gem  Proof  1877  Cent 


(2x  photo) 

1248  1877  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  Another  example,  the  present  piece 
having  warm  orange -gold  surfaces,  different  in  color  from  the  pre- 
ceding, but  very  attractive. A classic,  another  reflection  that  in 
American  Numismatic  Rarities  catalogues  good  things  sometimes 
come  in  pairs. 

Choice  Proof  1877  Indian  Cent 


1249  1877  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  Pdeh  brown  with  bursts  of  orange 
and  rose  brightness,  a pleasing  example  of  this  ever-popular  key 
date  m the  series.  Many  collectors  select  choice  Proofs  such  as  the 
present  beauty  for  their  high-grade  Indian  cent  sets  owing  to  the 
rarity  of  the  date  in  choice  Mint  State. 

Reverse  of ’72,  “blob”  upper  right  serif  on  T in  CENT. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 

Another  Choice  Proof  1877  Indian  Cent 


1250  1877  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  Violet  and  deep  orange  dominate 
the  lustrous  surfaces  of  this  attract  Proof  1877  Indian  cent. 

Reverse  of ’72,  “blob”  upper  right  serif  on  T in  CENT. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


1251  1877  F-15  (PCGS).  Pleasing  chocolate  brown.  Attractive  and  very 
desirable.  In  the  word  LIBERTY,  all  of  L and  T,  some  of  1.  R.  and 
Y,  a tiny  bit  of  E,  and  nothing  of  B can  be  discerned.  However,  in 
current  interpretation  this  docs  pass  muster  by  PCGS.  Examples 
are  elusive  in  all  grades,  the  demand  for  them  is  never-ending,  and 
pieces  such  as  this  always  draw  an  appreciative  audience. 
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1252  1877  F-15  (PCGS).  A medium  brown  and  perfecdy  collectable 
example  of  the  key  date  in  the  Indian  cent  series. 


1253  1879  Proof-66  RB  (PCGS).  Rdch  rose  iridescence  explodes  on 
the  lively  orange  surfaces  of  this  lovely  gem  Proof  Indian  cent. 
From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


1254  Group  of  Proof-64  RB  Indian  cents:  ☆ 1880  ☆ 1883  ☆ 1891. 
Clashed  dies  ☆ 1895  ☆ 1896  ☆ 1899  ☆ 1909.  All  are  reflective 
with  a few  having  lovely  iridescent  highlights.  (Total:  7 pieces) 
From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


1255 


1881  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  Intense  gold  and  rich  orange  mingle 
in  a most  enchanting  manner,  the  end  result  a coin  of  grand  eye 
appeal,  this  despite  a few  flecks  that  become  apparent  under  low 
magnification. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


1256  Half  dozen  Proof-64  Indian  cents:  ☆ 1881  RD  ☆ 1882  BN  ☆ 
1884  BN  ☆ 1898  RB  ☆ 1901  RB  ☆ 1907  RB.  Each  is  reflective. 
Some  with  attractive  iridescent  highlights.  (Total:  6 pieces) 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


Superb  1881  Indian  Cent 


1257  1881  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Gem  Mint  State,  virtually  full  origi- 
nal red-orange,  deeply  lustrous,  well  struck,  and  beautiful  to  be- 
hold. A few  tiny  toning  areas  are  seen  here  and  there.  This  is  one 
of  the  very  finest  we  have  ever  encountered  of  this  date,  available 
easily  enough  in  lower  grading  classifications. 

1258  1883  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  Mostly  orange-red,  lightly  toned  to 
iridescence,  fully  as  “red”  as  some  that  are  classified  this  way.  A 
puzzlement,  grading  assignment-wise,  but  certainly  a nice  coin. 
No  doubt  worth  more  than  the  designation  suggests. 


Lustrous  Gem  1883  Cent 


1259  1883  MS-66  RD  (NGC).  A lustrous  specimen  with  mint  red- 
orange  just  beginning  to  tone  to  iridescence,  a coin  with  about  the 
same  color  values  as  (we  invite  you  to  compare)  the  1883  Proof-65 
in  this  sale  designated  as  “IGB.”  Both  coins  are  truly  nice. 


1260  Pair  of  Indian  cents  grading  Proof-66  RB  (PCGS):  ☆ 1885. 
Attractive  and  reflective  ☆ 1897.  Reflective  with  splashes  of  bright 
iridescent  magenta  and  olive-yellow  on  both  surfaces.  (Total:  2 
pieces) 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


1261  1885  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS) . Medium  orange  surfaces  beginning 
to  tone  to  light  brown  on  the  portrait,  iridescent  elsewhere.  Curi- 
ously, somewhat  lightly  struck  at  the  date.  The  1885  in  circulation 
strike  form  is  one  of  the  key  issues  of  the  era,  placing  extra  de- 
mand upon  the  Proofs. 

From  the  Childs  Collection. 


1262  Trio  of  Indian  cents  grading  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS):  ☆ 1886 
Type  I.  ☆ 1892  ☆ 1895.  Each  is  attractive  and  reflective  with  mi- 
nor speckling  noted  under  magnification.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


Proof  1886  Type  II  Cent 


1263  1886  Type  II.  Proof-64  RD  (PCGS).  A Proof  example  of  the 
second  variety  of  this  year,  with  the  lowest  arrow  feather  pointing 
between  the  C and  A of  AMERICA.  Pale  yellow-brown  surfaces, 
traces  of  an  old  fingerprint.  A rare  piece,  to  be  sure,  but  one  that 
might  benefit  from  very  careful  conservation  by  the  Numismatic 
Conservation  Service  (NCS)  or  an  experienced  individual.  The 
piece  seems  to  have  much  potential  in  this  regard.  Examine  betore 
bidding  and  come  to  your  own  conclusions.  As  ccrtitied.  the  piece 
stands  high  in  the  population  ratings. 

I’CGS  I'opiibtion:  9;  3 finer  within  the  dcsi(;ii.itK'n  (l’rv'ol-W>  RP  tmc'l). 
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Gem  Mint  State  1886  Cent 

Scarce  Type  II  Variety 


(2x  photo) 

1264  1886  Type  II.  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen  with 
deeply  and  richly  lustrous  surfaces,  lightly  toning  to  orange,  vio- 
let, and  hints  of  brown.  Very  well  struck.  Coins  of  this  quality 
were  rare  50  years  ago  and  are  even  rarer  on  the  market  today. 

PCGS  Population:  13;  none  finer  within  the  RB  designation. 

1265  1887  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  A pleasing  example,  pale  orange-red 
with  some  natural  toning.  Flecks  are  at  a minimum.  A lovely  ex- 
ample of  a variety  that  is  incredibly  low  priced  on  today’s  market. 

1266  Trio  of  Proof  Indian  cents:  ☆ 1887  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS)  ☆ 
1892  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS)  ☆ 1909  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  All  are 
attractive.  (Total;  3 pieces) 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


AU  1888/7  Indian  Cent 

Among  the  Finest 


1267  1888/7  S-1.  AU-58  (PCGS)  . It  seems  like  only  yesterday,  but  it 
was  in  1970  when  James  F.  Ruddy  announced  the  discovery  of 
the  1888/7  overdate,  a variety  hitherto  unknown.  In  examining  a 
small  cache  of  Indian  cents  hidden  away  for  generations  in  a Vir- 
ginia mansion  (a  romantic  scenario,  it  seems!),  Jim  found  not  one, 
but  two  pieces,  both  Mint  State.  Each  had  the  telltale  cud  break 
on  the  rim  opposite  E (UNITED).  Likely  this  die  failed  at  an  early 
state  resulting  in  relatively  few  being  struck. 

In  the  years  since  then  the  variety  has  been  showcased  in  vari- 
ous references  and  studies,  including  by  Rick  Snow  in  his  highly 
appreciated  series  of  monographs  on  Indian  cents.  Today,  listed  in 
the  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins  and  elsewhere,  it  is  highly 
desired.  The  problem  is  that  few  pieces  survive,  especially  in  high 

grades.  This  is  one  of  them. 

FCC.S  Population:  3;  2 finer  (MS-64  finest). 


Gem  Red  Proof  1889  Cent 


1268  1889  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  Deep  and  lustrous  orange  surfaces 
with  rich  red  highlights.  A pleasing  example  of  the  date,  one  that 
has  been  exceeded  in  grade  within  the  RD  designation  at  PCGS 
by  fewer  than  10  other  pieces. 

PCGS  Population:  15;  8 finer  within  the  designation  (all  Proof-66  IfD). 

Light  clash  marks  are  noted  on  both  sides. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 

1269  Pair  of  PCGS-certified  Indian  cents:  ☆ 1889  MS-65  BN.  Lus- 
trous and  attractive  with  hints  of  original  mint  lustre  ☆ 1895  Proof- 
65  BN.  Reflective  with  iridescent  blue  and  magenta  highlights  on 
both  surfaces.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

1270  1890  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A nice  mixture  of  original  mint  red- 
orange  beginning  to  tone  to  natural  brown.  Deeply  frosty. 

Gem  Red  Proof  1891  Cent 


1271  1891  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  Fiery  cameo  contrast  is  the  order 
of  the  day  where  this  rich  orange  gem  is  concerned.  A few  tiny 
flecks  can  be  seen  upon  diligent  searching,  but  they  are  not  bold 
in  the  scheme  of  things.  Just  four  Proof  1891  cents  have  been  graded 
finer  than  this  specimen  by  PCGS  within  the  RD  designation,  a 
fact  that  speaks  highly  of  the  present  beauty. 

PCGS  Population:  14;  4 finer  within  the  designation  (all  Proof-66  RD). 

Repunching  within  the  top  loop  of  the  8,  and  within  the  lower  loop  of  the 
9 in  the  date  as  well. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


1272  1893  89/89  FS-010.95.  MS-66  RD  (NGC).  Rchly  lustrous  sur- 
faces, primarily  bright  mint  orange,  with  a few  flecks  here  and  there. 
Typical  strike  for  the  issue  with  some  lightness.  Popular  variety  wnth 
slight  repunching,  as  described  in  the  Cherrypickers’  Guide  To  Rare 
Die  Varieties  by  Bill  Fivaz  and  J.  T.  Stanton,  a highly  useful  volume. 


1273  1894  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  A fiery  orange  gem  with  delightful 
cameo  contrast. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 
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1274  Trio  of  PCGS-certified  Indian  cents:  ☆ 1896  Proof-64  RD 
Cameo.  Retlective  with  frosted  devices  ☆ 1899  Proof-64  RD 
Cameo.  Splashes  of  magenta  on  both  surfaces  ☆ 1908  Proof-64 
PJ)  Cameo.  Splashes  of  magenta  and  gold.  All  with  minute  spot- 
ting noted  under  magnification.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 

1275  Trio  of  Indian  cents  grading  MS-65  RD  (NGC):  ☆ 1899. 
Lustrous  with  minute  spotting  noted  under  magnification  ☆ 1907. 
Satiny  lustre  ☆ 1909.  Lustrous  with  minute  spotting  noted  under 
magnification.  (Total:  3 pieces) 


1276  1899/9  FS-011.75.  Chipped  9.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  red 
and  brown  surfaces  have  a warm,  dusky  blend.  A nice  example  of 
this  Fivaz-Stanton  die  variety. 


1277  1900  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  A bright  golden  cameo  with  a few 
faint  flecks  present. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


1278  1902  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  Bright  gold  with  fiery  orange  at 
the  rims,  a few  faint  flecks  noted  for  accuracy. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


1279  1902  MS-66  RD  (ANACS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  mint  red-or- 
ange with  splashes  of  magenta.  On  the  reverse  brown  and  irides- 
cent toning  is  seen  on  the  left  element  of  the  wreath. 


Superb  Gem  1908-S  Cent 


1280  1908-S  MS-66  RD  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Bright  yel- 
lowish orange,  a lighter  hue  than  Philadelphia  issues  of  the  same 
year.  A few  microscopic  flecks  are  seen  here  and  there  and  are 
scarcely  worthy  of  mention.  Well  struck  and  attractive,  this  will 
please  the  advanced  specialist. 

N(  i(  ( :ermis:  20;  none  finer 


Gem  1908-S  Indian  Cent 

First  Branch  Mint  Issue 


1281  1908-S  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  What  a lovely  example  of  the  very 
first  mintmarked  small  cent  in  the  United  States  series,  the  1908-S 
Indian  cent.  The  present  example  is  fully  original,  not  dipped  or 
cleaned,  and  displays  rich,  frosty  yellow-orange  lustre,  just  hinting 
to  natural  brown.  This  certainly  is  one  of  the  nicest  in  existence. 
The  connoisseur  will  want  to  bid  liberally. 

The  bronze  alloy  used  to  make  1908-S  and  1909-S  Indian  cents, 
as  well  as  many  if  not  most  1909-S  V.D.B.  Lincoln  cents,  must 
have  differed  microscopically  from  that  used  at  the  Philadelphia 
Mint.  These  possess  a very  slight  yellow  hue,  in  contrast  to  a more 
reddish  orange  for  Philadelphia  Mint  products.  This  characteristic 
pertains  to  every  authentic  1908-S  Indian  cent  we  have  ever  seen, 
in  high  grade  and  not  cleaned  or  retoned.  This  specimen  is  in  the 
top  several  dozen  finest  known,  a significant  comment  in  view  of 
the  tremendous  population  of  this  date  in  the  Indian  cent  series. 


1282  1908-S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A satiny  and  lustrous  medium  or- 
ange example  of  the  first  branch  mint  coinage  within  the  denomi- 
nation. Perhaps  the  most  popular  of  the  semi-key  dates  in  the  In- 
dian cent  series. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


Gem  Red  Uncirculated  1909-S  Indian 


1283  1909-S  Indian.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Bright  and  lustrous  gold 
and  red  highlights.  A pleasing  gem  example  ot  a popular  low-mint- 
age date — its  production  run  ofjust  309,000  pieces  is  far  and  away 
the  lowest  regular  issue  circulation  strike  mintage  figure  in  the 
small  cent  series,  1857  to  present,  far  lower,  in  fact,  than  the  1877 
Indian  cent  rarity  and  1909-S  V.D.B.  Lincoln  cent  issue!  Fewer 
than  a dozen  examples  of  the  date  have  been  graded  finer  than  the 
present  specimen  within  the  RD  designation  by  PCGS. 

I’CX’iS  I’opulation:  111;  12  finer  within  the  desigiution  (MS-C  IfP  finc'tl 
From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 
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Choice  Red  Mint  State  1909-S  Indian 


1284  1909-S  Indian.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Satiny  and  lustrous  golden 
orange  surfaces  with  some  tiny  flecks  apparent  on  both  sides.  Just 
a dozen  examples  of  the  date  have  been  certified  finer  than  the 
present  specimen  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  111;  12  finer  within  the  designation  (MS-67  RD  finest). 

From  the  Ho^an  Pond  Collection. 


1285  1909  V.D.B.  MS-67  RD  (PCGS).  A superb  gem  example  of 
this  otherwise  plentiful  issue.  Rich  orange  surfaces,  lustrous,  and 
with  great  eye  appeal.  The  population  is  indeed  curious,  with  a 
whole  gaggle  of  peers  at  this  level,  and  just  one  singled  higher.  It 
would  be  an  interesting  exercise,  but  could  be  done  only  in  theory, 
if  all  of  the  MS-67  plus  the  one  MS-68  piece  could  be  put  to- 
gether at  once,  the  grades  masked  over,  and  if  a panel  of  experts 
could  figure  out  the  single  piece  given  the  higher  number. 

1286  1909  V.D.B.  Lincoln.  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and 
with  great  eye  appeal. 

1287  Group  of  Lincoln  cents,  grades  MS-63  or  so,  mostly  RB  and 
RD.  Some  have  flecks,  all  are  lustrous,  and  many  gems  hide  within: 

☆ 1909  V.D.B.  ☆ 1909  ☆ 1910  ☆ 1912  ☆ 1915  ☆ 1916  ☆ 1917  ☆ 

1918  ☆ 1918-S  ☆ 1919  ☆ 1919-S  ☆ 1920  ☆ 1921  ☆ 1922-D  ☆ 
1923  ☆ 1924  ☆ 1924-S  ☆ 1925  ☆ 1926  ☆ 1927  ☆ 1928-D  ☆ 1929 

☆ 1929-D  ☆ 1929-S  ☆ 1930  (2)  ☆ 1930-D  ☆ 1930-S  ☆ 1931  (2) 

☆ 1931-S  ☆ 1932  ☆ 1932-D  (2)  ☆ 1933  ☆ 1933-D  (2)  ☆ 1934  (2) 

☆ 1934-D  (2)  ☆ 1935  (2)  ☆ 1935-D  (2)  ☆ 1935-S  (2)  ☆ 1936  (2) 

☆ 1936-D  (2)  ☆ 1936-S  (2)  ☆ 1937  (2)  ☆ 1937-D  (2)  ☆ 1937-S 
(2)  ☆ 1938  ☆ 1938-D  (2)  ☆ 1938-S  (2)  ☆ 1939  ☆ 1939-D  (2)  ☆ 
1939-S  (2).  Housed  in  a Wayte  Raymond  album.  (Total:  69  pieces) 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 

1288  Set  of  Lincoln  cents,  including  Proofs  and  all  major  dates  and 
mmtmarks,  but  lacking  the  1922  “Plain”  and  the  1955  Doubled 
Die  Obverse:  ☆ 1909  AU-50,  cleaned  ☆ 1909-S  AU-55  ☆ 1909 
V.D.B.  AU-55,  cleaned  ☆ 1909-S  V.D.B.  AU-50,  cleaned  ☆ 1910 
MS-60  ☆ 1910-S  EF-40,  cleaned  ☆ 1911  AU-55,  cleaned  ☆ 1911- 
D EF-40,  whizzed  ☆ 1911-S  EF-40  ☆ 1912  AU-55,  cleaned  ☆ 
1912-D  EF-45,  whizzed  ☆ 1912-S  MS-60  BN  ☆ 1913  MS-60, 
cleaned  ☆ 1913-D  AU-55,  cleaned  ☆ 1913-S  MS-60  RB  ☆ 1914 
AU-55,  cleaned  ☆ 1914-D  AU-50,  cleaned  ☆ 1914-S  AU-58  ☆ 
1915  AU-5(),  cleaned  ☆ 1915-D  EF-45  ☆ 1915-S  AU-58  ☆ 1916 
MS-60  RB  ☆ 1916-D  EF-45,  cleaned  ☆ 1916-S  MS-60  RB,  light 
obverse  Hecks  ☆ 1917  AU-55,  cleaned  ☆ 1917-D  EF-40  ☆ 1917- 
S AU-50  ☆ 1918  AU-50  ☆ 1918-E)  AU-50  ☆ 1918-S  EF-45  ☆ 

1919  EF-45,  cleaned  ☆ 1919-D  AU-50  ☆ 1919-S  EF-40,  cleaned 

☆ 1920  AU-50,  cleaned  ☆ 1920-D  AU-55  ☆ 1920-S  EF-40  ☆ 
1921  EF-45  ☆ 1921 -S  EF-45  ☆ 1922-D  VF-35  ☆ 1923  MS-60 


BN  ☆ 1923-S  EF-45,  cleaned  ☆ 1924  AU-55,  cleaned  ☆ 1924-D 
EF-45,  cleaned  ☆ 1924-S  EF-45  ☆ 1925  AU-55  ☆ 1925-D  EF- 
45  ☆ 1925-S  EF-45  ☆ 1926  AU-55,  cleaned  ☆ 1926-D  AU-55  ☆ 
1926-S  AU-50  ☆ 1927  MS-60  RB  ☆ 1927-D  AU-55  ☆ 1927-S 
AU-50,  cleaned  ☆ 1928  EF-45,  cleaned  ☆ 1928-D  MS-60  RB  ☆ 
1928-S  EF-40,  dipped  ☆ 1929  AU-55,  cleaned  ☆ 1929-D  EF-40, 
cleaned  ☆ 1929-S  EF-40,  cleaned  ☆ 1930  MS-60  RB,  light  spots 
☆ 1930-D  MS-60,  whizzed  ☆ 1930-S  MS-60  RB,  spots  ☆ 1931 
MS-60,  cleaned  ☆ 1931 -D  MS-60  RB,  spots  ☆ 1931-S  MS-60 
RB  ☆ 1932  AU-55,  cleaned  ☆ 1932-D  MS-60  RB,  cleaned  ☆ 
1933  AU-55,  cleaned  ☆ 1933-D  AU-55,  cleaned  ☆ 1934  MS-60, 
whizzed  ☆ 1934-D  MS-60  RB  ☆ 1935  MS-63  RB  ☆ 1935-D 
EF-45,  cleaned  ☆ 1935-S  MS-60  PB  ☆ 1936  MS-63  RD,  light 
flecks  ☆ 1936-D  AU-55,  cleaned  ☆ 1936-S  AU-55,  cleaned  ☆ 
1937  MS-63  RB  ☆ 1937-D  MS-63,  whizzed  ☆ 1937-S  MS-60, 
cleaned  ☆ 1938  MS-63  RD  ☆ 1938-D  MS-63  RD,  light  flecks  ☆ 
1938-S  MS-60,  cleaned  ☆ 1939  MS-63  RD,  spots  ☆ 1939-D  MS- 
63  RB  ☆ 1939-S  MS-63  RD,  flecks  ☆ 1940  MS-62  ILD  ☆ 1940- 
D MS-60,  cleaned  ☆ 1940-S  MS-63  RD.  Of  the  pieces  marked 
“cleaned”  above,  some  were  harshly  treated  and  others  are  barely 
noticeable.  Coins  of  1941  and  later  tend  to  be  MS-63  or  finer, 
some  with  light  toning,  some  with  scattered  flecks,  but  generally 
of  decent  quality  overall.  The  S-Mint  pieces  from  1975-S  onward 
are  Proot,  and  an  additional  run  of  Proofs,  1937  to  1995-S  is  also 
included,  the  early  Proofs  all  Proof-63  PB)  or  finer,  a few  with 
flecks,  with  a cameo  1952  included.  Definitely  worth  your  time 
and  effort  to  examine  in  detail,  as  Lincoln  cents  are  currently  com- 
ing into  their  own  of  late!  Housed  in  a Dansco  album.  (Total:  308 
pieces) 

Great  1909-S  V.D.B.  Cent 

Superb  Gem 


1289  1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Without  question,  the 
1909-S  V.D.B.  Lincoln  cent  is  the  greatest  of  the  “popular  rari- 
ties” in  the  20th-century  series.  From  almost  day  one  in  the  nu- 
mismatic hobby,  when  collecting  by  date  and  mint  become  popu- 
lar in  the  1930s,  the  1909-S  V.D.B.  was  the  lodestone  for  collec- 
tors who  hoped  to  find  one  in  circulation.  Few  did,  but  the  search 
was  fun.  Quite  a few  Mint  State  pieces  exist,  having  been  saved  as 
a novelty  during  the  first  year  of  issue.  However,  during  the  inter- 
vening years,  nearly  a century  by  now,  the  majority  have  fallen  to 
one  or  another  consequences,  such  as  cleaning,  handling,  spot- 
ting, or  whatever.  Among  the  gems  that  remain,  relatively  few  equal 
the  present  piece — relatively  few,  that  is,  in  comparison  to  the  many 
thousands  of  potential  buyers. 
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Lovely  Gem  1909-S  V.D.B.  Cent 


1290  1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A lovely  gem  example  with 
lustrous  mint  red-orange  surfaces  blending  to  natural  brown  with 
some  iridescence.  Well  struck  and  with  pleasing  appearance.  The 
popularity  of  the  1909-S  V.D.B.  cent  never  goes  out  of  style. 


Gem  1909-S  V.D.B.  Cent 


Choice  RB  Uncirculated  1909-S  V.D.B.  Cent 


1293  1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  lustrous  golden 
surfaces  show  impressive  woodgrain  highlights. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


Lustrous  1909-S  V.D.B.  Cent 

Attractive  MS-64 


1291  1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen  with 
rich  orange  surfaces,  lustrous,  well  struck,  and  a treat  to  the  eye. 
To  see  it  is  to  want  to  own  it.  Be  forewarned! 


Choice  RD  Uncirculated  1909-S  V.D.B.  Cent 


1292  1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Fiery  and  lustrous  matte- 
like surfaces  with  bright  orange  and  rich  golden  highlights.  Some 
faint  flecks  noted  for  accuracy. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


1294  1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Exhibiting  lustrous  brown 
surfaces,  this  MS-64  com  will  be  just  right  for  someone  wishing 
to  spend  less  than  a gem  would  cost,  but  still  obtain  a fairly  high- 
level  specimen. 


1295  1909-S  V.D.B.  Lincoln.  EF-40  BN  (PCGS).  Pleasing  medium 
brown  toning.  A nice  example  that  some  lucky  collector  probably 
plucked  out  of  pocket  change  in  the  1920s. 


1296  1909  Lincoln.  Matte  Proof-66  RB  (PCGS).  Satiny  Prooffields 
on  both  sides,  toned  brown  with  splashes  of  blue  iridescence. 
Sharply  struck  and  overall  a very  nice  specimen  of  the  first  year  ot 
the  design. 


1297  1909  Lincoln.  Matte  Proof-64  RD  (PCGS).  An  enticing  golden 
red  Proof  from  the  first  year  of  the  design  type,  one  ot  2,352  Proofs 
of  the  date  reportedly  struck. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 
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Superb  Gem  1909  Lincoln  Cent 


1298  1909  Lincoln.  MS-67  RD  (PCGS).  A splendid  piece  that  has 
just  about  all  features  desired — beautiful  strike,  fine  original  bril- 
liance just  beginning  to  naturally  tone,  and  with  magnificent  eye 
appeal. 

1299  Half  dozen  PCGS-certified  Lincoln  cents:  ☆ 1909-S  Over 
Horizontal  S.  MS-63  RD.  Lustrous  speckled  surfaces  ☆ 1911-D 
MS-63  RD.  Lustrous  with  traces  of  an  old  time  finger  print  on 
both  surfaces  ☆ 1912-S  MS-63  BN.  Speckled  toning  on  both  sur- 
faces ☆ 1913-D  MS-62  RD.  Satiny  with  speckled  toning  ☆ 1916- 
S MS-63  RD.  Satiny  with  splashes  of  pale  sky  blue  ☆ 1925-D  MS- 
63  RD.  Satiny  surfaces  with  traces  of  an  old  fingerprint  on  the 
obverse.  (Total:  6 pieces) 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 

1300  Half  dozen  RB  Lincoln  cents:  ☆ 1909-S  MS-63  ☆ 1917-S  MS- 
63  ☆ 1918-D  MS-64  ☆ 1922-D  MS-64  ☆ 1927-D  MS-64  ☆ 1931- 
D MS-64.  AU  are  lustrous  with  a few  having  splashes  of  iridescent 
highlights,  most  with  minute  spotting  noted.  (Total:  6 pieces) 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 

1301  Trio  of  branch  mint  Lincoln  cents:  ☆ 1909-S  VF-35  ☆ 1914-D 
VF-25  ☆ 1924-D  VF-20.  Each  is  attractive  with  no  major  marks 
or  distractions.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 

1302  1910  Matte  Proof-64  RD  (PCGS).  Deep  fiery  orange  surfaces 
support  bold  violet  and  lively  red  highlights.  A real  “looker.” 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 

1303  Octette  of  Lincoln  cents  grading  MS-64  (PCGS):  ☆ 1910-S 
RD  ☆ 1911  RD  ☆ 1911-S  RB  ☆ 1912  RD  ☆ 1920-D  RD  ☆ 1927 
RD  ☆ 1929-D  RD  ☆ 1930-S  RD.  All  are  attractive  with  some 
having  splashes  of  toning  and  most  with  minute  spotting  noted. 
(Total:  8 pieces) 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


1306  1912-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Satiny  and  lustrous  orange  with 
hints  of  salmon  and  bright  pink.  Some  faint  flecks  present.  Boldly 
struck  for  the  date. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 

1307  Baker’s  dozen  of  Mint  State  RD  Lincoln  cents:  ☆ 1913  MS- 
64  ☆ 1914  MS-64  ☆ 1915-D  MS-63  ☆ 1916  MS-64  ☆ 1917-D 
MS-63  ☆ 1918  MS-64  ☆ 1919  MS-64  ☆ 1920  MS-64.  1921  MS- 
64  ☆ 1924  MS-64  ☆ 1925  MS-64  ☆ 1926  MS-64  ☆ 1929  MS-65. 
All  are  lustrous  and  attractive  with  a few  having  minor  spots.  (To- 
tal: 13  pieces) 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


1308  Selection  ofMint  State  Lincoln  cents:  ☆ 1913-D  MS-63  BN 

☆ 1915  MS-62  ILB  ☆ 1919-D  MS-63  ILB  ☆ 1919-S  MS-62  RB  ☆ 
1920-S  MS-62  BN  ☆ 1923-S  MS-63  RB  ☆ 1924-D  MS-62  BN 

☆ 1926-S  MS-62  BN  ☆ 1927-S  MS-63  RB  ☆ 1931-S  MS-63 
RB.  An  attractive  group.  (Total:  10  pieces) 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


1309  1913-S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Lustrous  orange  surfaces  display 
some  scattered  flecks. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


1310  1914  Matte  Proof-64  RD  (PCGS).  Satiny  orange  surfaces  with 
a few  flecks  present,  though  the  bold  lustre  and  general  overall 
“look”  is  what  your  eye  will  dwell  upon. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


Choice  Mint  State  1914-D  Cent 
MS-63  RD  PCGS 


1304  Pair  of  Matte  Proof  Lincoln  cents:  ☆ 1911  Proof-64  BN.  Attrac- 
tive surfaces  ☆ 1913  Proof-64  RB.  Splashes  of  magenta  highlights 
mostly  on  the  obverse.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


Gem  1911-S  Cent 


1305  1911-S  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A lovely  example,  pristine  in  qual- 
ity, with  richly  lustrous  light  yellow-orange  surfaces.  A few  flecks 
arc  seen  here  and  there.  Superbly  detailed,  as  most  early  Lincoln 
cents  are  (but  not  at  all  true  of  those  struck  a decade  later). 


(2x  photo) 


1311  1914-D  MS-63  RD  (PCGS).  Satiny  and  lustrous  orange  with  a 
scattering  of  tiny  flecks.  Nicely  struck.  A choice  Mint  State  ex- 
ample of  a date  that  is  considerably  more  rare  in  choice  and  gem 
Uncirculated  than  its  more  famous  counterpart,  the  1909-S 
V.D.B.  rarity. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 
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1312  1914-S  MS-63  RD  (PCGS).  Frosty  orange  with  nice  lustre  and 
a generous  dose  of  good  old-fashioned  eye  appeal.  Deep  toning 
highlights  gather  at  the  peripheries. 

From  the  Flogari  Pond  Collection. 


1313  1915-S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Frosty  orange  with  some  deeper 
toning  highlights  on  both  sides.  Some  scattered  flecks  make  their 
presence  known  under  low  magnification,  though  the  overall  un- 
aided eye  appeal  is  quite  substantial.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


1314  1916  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  rich  orange  surfaces. 
Highly  lustrous.  The  surfaces  are  somewhat  “orange  peel”  if  ex- 
amined under  magnification,  an  interesting  characteristic,  not  rare, 
but  certainly  attractive. 

1315  1916-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A glittering  orange  specimen,  sharp 
and  appealing,  especially  so  for  the  assigned  grade.  Some  rich  toning 
highlights  gather  at  the  rims.  A few  light  flecks  are  noted  for  accuracy. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 

Superb  Gem  1920  Cent 


1316  1920  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  red-orange  surfaces,  lustrous 
and  very  attractive.  Not  rare  as  a date,  but  at  this  lofty  level  cer- 
tainly difficult  to  find. 

1317  Pair  of  PCGS-certified  Lincoln  cents:  ☆ 1920  MS-65  RD. 
Lustrous  with  faint  spotting  noted  under  magnification  ☆ 1926 
MS-66  RD.  Bright  and  lustrous  with  minute  spotting  noted.  (To- 
tal: 2 pieces) 

Lustrous  Gem  1920-D  Cent 


1318  1920-D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A brilliant  lustrous  coin  with  mint 
red-orange  beginning  to  naturally  tone  to  brown,  with  a few  mi- 
nor flecks.  Well  detailed  features,  apparently  an  early  impression 
from  the  die  pair. 


When  purchasing  coins  of  this  era  it  is  important,  at  least  in  our  opinion,  to 
study  the  die  characteristics.  Quite  a few  “tired  dies”  were  used  to  make  Lin- 
coln cents,  Buffalo  nickels.  Peace  silver  dollars,  and  other  coins.  Such  are  iden- 
tified by  having  radial  lines  and  graininess,  particularly  toward  the  rims,  and,  on 
Lincoln  cents,  somewhat  irregular  or  wavy  fields,  particularly  on  the  reverse. 
The  grading  services  pay  no  attention  to  such  things,  but  in  our  opinion  they 
are  worth  noting.  This  translates  into  an  advantage  for  the  alert  buyer,  as  most 
numismatists  are  not  even  aware  of  such  things. 

Gem  1920-D  Cent 


1319  1920-D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A very  nice  example  of  this  Den- 
ver Mint  issue,  well  struck  from  fresh,  “not  tired”  dies,  and  very 
attractive  overall.  Rch  red-orange  surfaces.  Exceptional  at  this 
certification  level. 

1320  1921-S  MS-64  RB.  Largely  mint  orange  with  some  deepening 
toning  on  the  high  points.  Some  scattered,  light  flecks  are  noted. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


1321  1922  NoD.  Strong  reverse.  VF-30  (PCGS).  Pleasing  and  even 
somewhat  lustrous  brown  surfaces.  Nicely  defined  1922  date  with- 
out any  trace  ofa  D mintmark.  The  reverse  is  the  so-called  “strong” 
variety,  with  details  very  sharp.  One  of  the  most  popular  varieties 
within  the  Lincoln  cent  series,  this  piece  will  fit  nicely  into  a col- 
lection of  pieces  at  comparable  or  even  higher  grade  levels. 


1322  1922  No  D.  VF-25  (PCGS).  Medium  brown  surfaces  with  lus- 
trous character  to  the  obverse,  indicating  very  little  actual  wear. 
However,  as  the  dies  were  weak  the  piece  seems  to  have  apparent 
circulation,  more  extensive  than  is  actually  the  case. 

1323  Quartette  of  PCGS-certified  Lincoln  cents:  ☆ 1923  MS-65 
RD.  Lustrous  ☆ 1928  MS-65  RD.  Lustrous  with  splashes  of  ma- 
genta and  iridescent  blue  ☆ 1929-S  MS-65  RD.  Lustrous  with 
splashes  of  faint  toning  mostly  on  the  reverse  ☆ 1930-D  MS-66 
RD.  Beautiful  satiny  surfaces.  (Total:  4 pieces) 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 
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Choice  Uncirculated  1924-S  Cent 

PCGS  MS-64  RD 


1324  1924-S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A glowing  orange  example  of  this 
elusive  semi-key  issue,  a frosty  coin  with  some  scattered  rose  and 
gold  iridescence  on  both  sides.  Some  lightness  of  strike  is  evident, 
though  the  present  specimen  is  not  as  soft  and  “mushy”  as  typi- 
cally seen  for  the  date.  We  note  here  that  fewer  than  10  1924-S 
Lincoln  cents  have  been  graded  finer  than  the  present  coin  by 
PCGS  within  the  ILD  designation. 

PCGS  Population:  69;  8 finer  (all  MS-65  RD). 

From  the  Flogan  Pond  Collection. 


Splendid  Proof  1936  Cent 

Fully  Brilliant 


1329  1936  Brilliant  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  A splendid  Proof  cent  of 
the  second  style  of  1936,  with  mirror  surface.  Deeply  and  fully 
brilliant.  Unusually  nice  quahty  for  this  issue,  first  in  the  modern 
Proof  set  series. 


1325  1926-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Satiny  deep  orange  surfaces  with 
rose  iridescence  and  strong  lustre.  A few  light  flecks  become  ap- 
parent after  magnified  scrutiny.  Nicely  struck  in  all  areas  save  for 
the  bottoms  of  AM  in  AMERICA  on  the  reverse. 

From  the  Flogan  Pond  Collection. 

1326  1926-S  MS-63  RB  (PCGS).  Glowing  medium  orange  with  light 
lilac  toning  on  the  high  points.  Some  tiny  flecks  arc  present. 

From  the  Flogan  Pond  Collection. 


Superb  Gem  1928  Cent 


1327  1928  MS-67  RD  (PCGS).  The  very  definition  of  condition  rarity, 
the  1928  cent  is  as  common  as  all  get  out  in  lower  grades,  but  at 
the  level  offered  here  none  finer  have  been  certified  by  PCGS. 
Beyond  the  number,  which  probably  will  be  most  appealing  to 
those  forming  registry  sets,  we  venture  to  say  that  this  coin  is  ex- 
ceptional in  its  eye  appeal  and  overall  strike,  significantly  nicer  than 
usually  seen. 

PCGS  Population:  48;  none  finer. 

1328  1928-S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Glistening  lustrous  orange  surfaces 
with  rich,  deep  golden  toning  toward  the  rims.  Sharp  and  appeal- 
ing, especially  for  the  assigned  grade. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


1330  1941  FS-018.  Doubled  Die  Obverse  #1.  MS-64  RB  (ANACS). 

Lustrous  and  attractive  surfaces  with  considerably  more  red  than 
brown.  A tiny  reverse  spot  is  noted  near  the  rim  at  3:00.  Sharp  die 
doubling  clearly  evident  on  LIBERTY,  the  date,  and  motto. 
Among  the  more  desirable  of  the  doubled  die  Lincoln  cents  of  the 
era,  particularly  with  significant  mint  red  color. 


1331 


1941  FS  018.1.  Doubled  Die  Obverse  #2.  MS-65  RD 
(ANACS).  Brilliant  fiery  red  lustre  on  both  sides.  Another  popu- 
lar doubled  die,  the  evidence  of  which  is  clearly  visible  on  the  date 
and  motto.  A very  attractive  example  of  this  scarce  variety. 


1332 


Splendid  1944-D/S  Cent 


Among  the  Finest  Known 


1944-D/S  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A curiosity,  indeed  a scarcity, 
unknown  until  relatively  recent  times,  the  1944-D/S  is  one  of  the 
most  spectacular  die  blunders  in  the  Lincoln  cent  series.  Peeking 
out  from  above  the  D is  the  top  part  of  an  earlier  S,  reflecting  that 
this  die  began  life  as  a 1944,  as  all,  after  which  an  S mintmark  was 
punched  in  (at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  where  all  dies  were  prepared 
at  the  time).  Apparently  a Denver  Mint  cent  die  was  needed,  or 
perhaps  this  was  surplus,  but  in  any  event  an  engraver  deeply 
punched  the  D over  the  S but  missed  his  mark  slightly,  creating 
the  variety  seen  here.  The  present  com  is  splendid,  brilliant  and 
attractive,  and  is  one  of  the  nicest  seen. 

PCGS  Populjtion:  13;  5 finer  (MS-66  RD  finest). 
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Magnificent  1955  Doubled  Die  Cent 

Superb  Brilliant  Gem! 

Far  and  Away  the  Finest  Certified! 


1333  1955  Doubled  Die  Obverse.  MS-66  RD  (NGC).  This  is  far  and 

away  the  finest  certified  “RD”  coin,  standing  at  the  top  of  the  NGC 
Census,  the  only  one,  with  no  others,  and  with  none  at  aU  at  this 
level  by  PCGS!  We  suppose  we  could  stop  here  in  our  description, 
but  wiU  continue. . . For  starters,  this  is  the  finest  1955  Doubled  Die 
cent  we  have  seen  in  recent  years!  As  the  cataloguer  (QDB)  has  been 
involved  with  this  particular  variety  since  the  1950s,  and  has  handled 
close  to  2,000  examples,  this  statement  has  some  significant  mean- 
ing. Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  bright  brilliant  mint  red-orange, 
original,  with  a few  tiny  flecks  scarcely  worthy  of  mention.  The 
coin  has  never  been  dipped,  fussed  with,  or  in  any  way  kept  other 
than  very  carefully.  The  present  piece  may  be  the  finest  known  on 
today’s  market.  Who  knows?  Few  other  challengers  have  been  seen. 
The  rarity  and  quahty  are  both  undisputed. 

The  story  of  the  1955  Doubled  Die  cent  is  well  known,  but  a 
brief  reiteration  may  be  of  interest  here.  See  the  comments  be- 
low, based  on  research  by  QDB,  including  interviews  with  mint 
personnel. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 

The  1955  Doubled  Die  Cent 

One  day  in  1955,  in  the  die  shop  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  a working  die  for 
Lincoln  cents  was  given  two  blows  from  a master  or  hub  die,  the  second  somewhat 
out  of  register,  creating  a die  that  had  double  effects,  the  date  reading  11995555, 
another  word  appearing  as  LLIIB13EE1LRTTYY,  and  with  the  inscription  IINN 
GGOODD  WWEE  TTIULUUSSTT.  Apparently  the  blunder  was  not  noticed  at 
the  time,  and  in  due  coune  the  die  was  fitted  into  a coining  press.  Production  com- 
menced as  this  particular  press  along  with  others  in  the  same  room  stamped  out  a 
coppery  cascade  of  new  coins.  Every  once  in  awhile  the  output  from  each  press, 
which  was  fed  into  a bin  behind  the  press,  was  collected  and  put  into  a large  hopper. 

Somewhat  later  an  attendant  or  technician  noticed  that  cents  from  one  par- 
ticular press  were  blurry  and  out  of  focus  when  looked  at!  It  was  quickly  deter- 
mined that  the  die  had  been  made  in  error,  production  was  stopped,  the  die  was 
removed,  and  the  cents  and  the  pieces  behind  the  press,  about  20,000  all  told, 
were  taken  and  set  aside  to  be  remelted.  A discussion  was  had  with  the  superinten- 
dent as  to  what  to  do  with  an  estimated  24,000  such  pieces  that  had  been  made 
earlier  and  were  now  mixed  with  the  output  from  other  presses.  It  was  decided 
that  in  the  best  interest  of  productivity  those  should  simply  be  allowed  to  be  counted, 
bagged,  and  paid  out.  Actually,  there  wasn't  much  reason  to  think  otherwise,  this 
being  in  an  era  in  which  Mint  oddities  were  often  called  “freaks,”  and,  in  any 
event,  when  no  thought  was  given  to  such  pieces  being  of  interest  to  collectors. 

No  mention  was  made  of  these  curious  cents,  and  at  the  mint  they  were  soon 
forgotten — well,  almost.  Attention  turned  to  other  things. 

In  due  course,  these  estimated  24.()(K)  pieces,  coins  we  know  now  as  the  1955 
Doubled  Die  Obverse,  were  shipped  to  various  banks  and  destinations,  namely  in 
three  areas:  in  Boston.  Massachusetts  and  in  the  western  part  of  the  same  state 
Inear  great  Barrington  and  Stockbridge),  as  well  as  in  what  is  called  the  Southern 


Tier  of  New  York  State,  the  area  embracing  the  towns  of  Endicott,  Johnson  City, 
and  Binghamton.  The  coins  were  routinely  passed  out  into  circulation.  Again,  no 
notice  was  taken  of  them. 

In  the  meantime  in  1953  in  Johnson  City,  James  F.  Ruddy  had  estabUshed  a part 
time  business,  the  Triple  Cities  Coin  E.xchange.  Jim,  who  later  became  a business 
parmer  of  the  wxiter,  enjoyed  success  from  the  start,  combining  scholarship  with  a 
keen  eye,  and  dealing  with  his  customers  as  he  himself  would  like  to  be  treated.  At 
the  beginning  he  worked  as  a technician  in  the  Physics  Deparmient  of  General  Aniline 
and  Film  Company,  Binghamton,  marketer  of  “ANSCO”  brand  camera  film.  At 
CAE  Jim  was  the  bright  kid  on  the  block,  and  was  also  eager  to  do  things.  And  one 
particular  day  his  supervisor.  Dr.  Jesse  Warner,  asked  him  to  drive  to  Rochester,  NY, 
to  lay  to  rest  some  inquiries  that  had  been  sent  to  CAE  by  the  Haloid  Company, 
which  had  some  sort  of  a process  called  “xerography”  said  to  be  a good  way  to  dupli- 
cate letters  and  documents,  perhaps  even  a challenge  to  the  long  established  proce- 
dure of  making  Photostats  with  film  or  cutting  new  masters  for  use  on  a Ditto-type 
or  Mimeograph  office  printing  machine.  Jim,  barely  in  his  early  20s,  went  to  Roch- 
ester, met  with  the  scientist  involved,  and  was  very  impressed.  Upon  returning  to 
CAE  headquarters  he  expressed  his  enthusiasm.  However,  his  report  was  dismissed, 
and  Hahod,  not  able  to  perfect  an  arrangement,  decided  to  pursue  this  invention  on 
its  own,  later  evolving  into  the  gigantic  Xerox  Corporation. 

By  1955  Jim  had  left  CAE  and  was  in  the  coin  business  part  time,  soon  secur- 
ing an  upstairs  office  at  the  back  of  a long  hall  at  258  Main  St.,  Johnson  City.  Rare 
coins  were  fascinating  to  the  general  pubhc  back  then,  as  they  are  now,  and  every 
once  in  awhile  something  would  make  the  news.  So  it  happened  in  1955,  when  a 
few  local  people  noticed  that  certain  Lincoln  “pennies”  they  were  finding  in  cir- 
culation were  blurred  or  doubled,  very  curious.  Jim  was  shown  an  example  and 
became  quite  excited,  recognizing  its  true  numismatic  significance.  Word  spread, 
possibly  including  on  the  local  radio  that  Triple  Cities  Coin  Exchange  would  pay 
25f  each  for  all  of  these  oddities.  While  today  that  sounds  like  a tiny  sum,  probably 
in  terms  of  inflation  it  would  be  like  paying  $3  to  $5  for  a newly  discovered  curi- 
osity now.  Besides,  at  the  time  there  was  absolutely  no  numismatic  resale  demand, 
as  no  one  knew  of  the  variety.  Beyond  that,  even  if  there  were  demand,  it  might 
have  been  only  among  collectors  of  “freaks,”  this  being  the  standard  term  for  oddi- 
ties, and  used  regularly  in  the  pages  of  the  Numismatk  Scrapbook  Magazine  and  oth- 
ers. Curiosity  played  to  a special  audience,  and  at  this  time,  and  for  years  after, 
there  was  a local  gentlemen  in  Johnson  named  Ed  Longa,  who  liked  freaks,  and 
whenever  Jim  obtained  an  usual  one,  such  as  an  Indian  cent  struck  three  times,  or 
a Liberty  Head  nickel  half  off  center,  Ed  would  buy  such  a thing,  whereas  others 
would  not.  Of  course,  things  have  changed  since,  and  dramatically! 

All  of  the  cents  brought  to  Jim  Ruddy  were  bright  orange,  as  nice  as  when 
minted,  some  had  fingerprints  applied  by  the  finders,  but  they  still  were  quite 
nice.  Upon  questioning  he  found  that  all  or  nearly  all  had  been  found  by  users  of 
cigarettes.  At  the  time  a pack  of  20  cigarettes  sold  in  the  vending  machine  was 
priced  at  23  cents  retail.  Upon  dropping  a quarter  in  the  slot  of  such  a machine,  a 
pack  would  be  dispensed,  with  two  bright  Lincoln  cents  packaged  under  the  cello- 
phane as  a refund.  Where  the  cents  were  actually  package,  in  the  Triple  Cities  area 
or  somewhere  else,  was  not  investigated  at  the  time  and  probably  could  not  be 
learned  now. 

Within  a week  or  two  or  three  Jim  had  accumulated  several  dozen  such  pieces 
and  didn’t  know  what  to  do  with  them!  So,  he  called  offhis  buying  campaign,  no 
more  were  wanted!  Of  course,  this  seems  improbable  now,  but  that  was  precisely 
what  happened  back  then. 

In  time,  word  of  this  curious  1955  Lincoln  cent  spread.  News  items  were 
carried  in  The  Numismatic  Scraphxik  ^Magazine  and  in  Numismatic  Nat’s.  A popular 
nickname  for  it  was  the  1955  “shift  cent.”  A small  demand  arose,  then  a larger  one, 
followed  by  spreading  news  and  still  more  demand.  By  1958-1959  there  was  a 
brisk  trade  in  them.  On  April  15,  1958,  Jim  Ruddy  and  1 formed  the  Empire  Coin 
Company.  Front  row  center  were  1955  Doubled  Die  cents,  exciting  to  us.  For 
several  years  Jim  had  bought  and  sold  them,  now  obtaining  them  from  other  col- 
lectors and  dealers,  as  no  more  were  forthcoming  from  local  residents.  We  did 
some  investigation  and  learned  about  the  distribution  being  in  Boston  and  m west- 
ern Massachusetts.  We  had  an  engraving  prepared  and  placed  newspaper  ads  seek- 
ing to  buy  these  at  different  levels,  first  SIO,  I believe,  then  over  a peritnl  of  time 
ratcheting  up  to  S45  or  more.  Boston,  in  particular,  was  swept  up  in  the  excite- 
ment, and  Herald  Whiteneck,  who  operated  the  Court  Coin  Company  at  2l'  Court 
Street,  Boston,  had  an  enlargement  made  of  the  ads'crtisement  and  put  in  Ins  frv'iit 
window — offering  to  p.iy  the  same  price  or  perhaps  a bit  more,  I'he  com  Ixx  ame 
the  sens.ition  of  the  local  news  media.  Hundreds  ot  pieces  were  phuked  frs'm  vir^ 
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culation,  including  by  a religious  order  that  sent  nearly  a dozen  to  Jim  Ruddy  and 
me,  earning  money  for  their  good  cause.  Still,  there  was  not  much  interest  on  the 
part  of  dealers.  In  fact,  the  only  dealer  who  became  excited  about  them  was  Rob- 
ert Bashlow,  of  New  York  City,  who  once  came  to  Johnson  City  and  bought  out 
our  entire  stock  consisting  of  perhaps  a few  hundred  pieces.  Then  a year  or  two 
later  we  bought  them  all  back,  renewed  our  outside  advertising  efforts,  and  at  one 
point  had  over  800  on  hand  all  at  once,  put  into  large-sized  Wayte  Raymond  “Na- 
tional” albums,  fascinating  to  see.  Only  a few  were  what  would  be  called  choice  or 
gem  Mint  State  today.  The  typical  grade  by  that  time  was  EF  or  AU. 


In  time,  the  variety  became  listed  in  A Guide  Book  of  United  Stales  Coins,  with 
Kenneth  E.  Bressett  probably  assigning  the  name  Doubled  Die,  which  stuck,  and 
which  is  used  today.  In  1964  when  I wrote  the  book.  Coins  and  Collectors,  I devoted 
a few  pages  to  the  1955  Doubled  Die.  By  that  time  I had  interviewed  people  at  the 
mint  to  learn  the  true  story,  a good  thing,  as  I am  not  aware  that  anyone  else  ever 
did,  and  if  1 had  not,  there  would  be  no  clue  as  to  the  approximate  mintages. 

Today,  of  course,  the  1955  Doubled  Die  cent  is  a legend.  In  case  you  were 
thinking  how  many  I have  the  answer  is  perhaps  unfortunate  for  me:  I didn’t  keep 
any!  However,  I have  a lot  of  nice  memories. 


Splendid  1955  Doubled  Die  Cent 


(2x  photo) 


1334  1955  Doubled  Die  Obverse.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  A splendid 
example  with  much  lustre  and  significant  mint  color,  this  piece 
will  be  “just  right”  for  an  advanced  collector  who  does  not  want 
to  spend  a great  deal  more  for  a gem,  but  who  would  like  to  have  a 
piece  that  certainly  is  in  the  top  5%  quality-wise  among  those  ex- 
isting today.  The  PCGS  certification  data  suggests  that  in  the  ILB 
category  144  have  been  graded  thus,  plus  three  finer.  Most  prob- 
ably such  numbers  represent  a great  deal  of  resubmissions. 

At  one  time  PCGS  posted  a reward  of  50?  for  every  label  returned  to  them 
from  a slab  that  had  been  broken  into.  In  that  way  the  population  reports  could 
be  adjusted.  This  record  keeping  seemed  to  be  a good  way  to  do  it,  somewhat 
like  towns  paying  bounties  for  each  woodchuck  or  wolf  tail  turned  into  head- 
quarters— a simple  enough  accounting  system.  However,  in  recent  years  this 
has  fallen  by  the  wayside.  Today  we  have  the  somewhat  curious  situation  in 
which  for  certain  rarities  nearly  as  many  certification  instances  have  taken  place 
as  there  are  actual  different  coins  known,  and  m some  instances  there  have  been 
even  more.  We  wonder  how  all  of  this  will  play  out  in  some  future  year  if  for  a 
certain  Proof  coin  500  pieces  were  struck,  but  combined  certification  services 
.show  2,500  submissions. 


Choice  1955  Doubled  Die  Cent 


1335  1955  Doubled  Die  Obverse.  MS-63  BN  (NGC).  Gorgeous 
lustrous  brown  surfaces.  Fully  frosty.  One  ot  the  nicest  we  have 
seen  at  this  grade  designation. 


1336  1955  Doubled  Die  Obverse.  MS-62  BN  (NGC).  Another  ex- 
ample of  this  ever-popular  variety,  quite  possibly  the  most  desired 
of  all  of  the  curious  die  issues  of  the  second  half  of  the  20th  cen- 
tury. Lustrous  brown  surfaces  with  some  splashes  of  iridescent  blue 
and  here  and  there,  a hint  of  original  orange  color. 


1337  1971  FS-031.  Doubled  Die  Obverse.  MS-65  RD  (ANACS). 

Highly  lustrous  with  deep  red  toning,  and  soft  gold  overtones. 
Sharply  struck,  extensive  die  finishing  lines  in  the  fields.  Clear  die 
doubling  evident  on  the  date,  LIBERTY  and  motto,  with  no  imagi- 
nation required!  A lovely  gem  example. 


Ultra-Grade  1971-S  Proof  Cent 


1338  1971-S  Proof-69  RD  Ultra  Cameo  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  in  an 
ultra  grade,  nearing  perfection — just  the  sort  of  coin  that  an  entry 
in  a registry  set  regatta  might  like  to  take  the  captaincy  of 


1339  1979-S  Type  II.  Proof-70  RD  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Abso- 
lute perfection  in  a Lincoln  cent  is  indicated  by  the  assigned  num- 
ber. We  suppose  one  cannot  ever  become  better  than  perfect,  so 
the  purchaser  of  this  cent  can  now  forget  about  the  1979-S  and 
turn  further  attention  to  other  issues. 
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1340  1983  Doubled  Die  Reverse.  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
beautiful,  a splendid  example  of  this  very  popular  and  somewhat 
scarce  variety. 

The  present  coin  is  quite  curious  to  inspect  under  high  magnification,  this 
being  with  regard  to  its  die  characteristics  apart  from  the  notable  doubling  of  the 
letters.  On  the  obverse  there  are  very  prominent  die  striae,  oriented  mostly  verti- 
cally, reminiscent  of  a United  States  gold  or  silver  coin  of  generations  earlier  from 
the  Civil  War  era.  Obviously,  this  die  was  made  in  haste.  Both  obverse  and  re- 
verse, fully  brilliant  and  lustrous,  show  somewhat  curious  surface  characteristics 
due  to  the  laminated  metal.  With  regard  to  the  doubling,  it  is  complete  and  was 
produced  by  the  same  process  that  created  the  famous  1955  Doubled  Die  cent. 
Although  the  off-register  aspect  is  not  as  dramatic,  still,  each  letter  is  clearly  doubled. 


1341  1984  Doubled  Die  Obverse.  MS-67  RD  (PCGS).  A brilliant 
specimen  of  this  popular  modern  issue,  bright  mint  orange-red. 
Somewhat  “poxy”  surfaces  due  to  the  laminated  alloy,  this  being 
typical  and  not  worthy  of  mention. 

Deep  frost  yields  a great  deal  of  eye  appeal  for  this  popular 
modern  issue. 


TWQ-CENT  PIECES 

Like  the  nickel  three-cent  series,  the  two-cent  series  has  no  impossible 
rarities,  and  no  date  or  variety  is  liable  to  break  the  bank  of  any  collector, 
even  when  nice  condition  and  appearance  is  important.  A gem  red  MS-65 
1864  Small  Motto  begins  this  small  but  fairly  comprehensive  offering,  with 
a Large  Motto  example  of  the  date  available  in  the  same  grade.  An  interest- 
ing— and  rare — 1864  variety  that  shows  the  clash  marks  from  an  Indian  cent 
obivrse  on  the  reverse  is  here  in  MS-64  BN,  one  of  the  finest  of  the  few 
known  specimens  found  to  date.  Several  other  gem  Mint  State  and  Proof 
dates  are  offered,  along  with  a few  “group  lots”  that  will  draw  a great  amount 
of  bidding  activity  as  well.  A small  but  dedicated  group  of  collectors  has 
always  attended  this  series,  yet  there  is  always  room  for  more  collectors  within 
this  little  appreciated  but  exciting  corner  of  U.S.  numismatics — maybe  right 
now  is  a good  time  to  begin  your  collection. 

Gem  Mint  State  1864  Small  Motto  2^ 


1342  1864  Small  Motto.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A frosty  orange  gem 
with  warm  gold  and  rose  highlights.  Much  rarer  across  the  board 
than  its  counterpart  with  Large  Motto  details,  and  avidly  sought  as 
such,  especially  in  gem  RD  grades.  Careful  examination  under  low 
magnification  reveals  a few  tiny,  well-hidden  flecks,  none  of  them 
apparent  to  the  unaided  eye,  and  mentioned  here  strictly  for  the 
sake  of  accuracy.  (Dnly  three  1864  Small  Motto  two-cent  pieces  have 
been  graded  finer  than  the  present  gem  within  the  RD  designation 
by  F’CGS,  a fact  that  speaks  highly  of  the  quality  offered  here! 

FCX'iS  Population:  18;  .5  finer  within  the  designation  (all  MS-66  RD). 
f rom  the  f logon  Pond  Collection. 


1343  1864  Large  Motto.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Lustrous,  frosty  sur- 
faces. Orange-red.  A few  flecks  here  and  there.  Quite  well  struck. 
A decidedly  above  average  example  of  this  first  year  of  issue  coin. 
Also  the  first  circulating  coin  of  any  kind  to  bear  the  motto  IN 
GOD  WE  TRUST. 

1344  1864  Large  Motto.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Somewhat  mottled  brown 
toning  with  some  flecks  over  reddish  orange  surfaces.  First  year  of 
the  denomination. 


1864  Large  Motto  20 
With  Indian  Cent  Obverse  Clash 
Fivaz-Stanton  001.8 


1345  1864  FS  001.8.  Large  Motto.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Mostly 
brown  surfaces  with  some  hints  of  red.  The  significant  part  is  the 
clash  mark  at  the  center,  which  is  difficult  to  discern,  but  when 
located  can  be  made  out,  especially  if  compared  to  the  excellent 
illustration  in  the  Fivaz-Stanton  book,  with  which  this  matches 
nicely.  To  the  right  of  the  numeral  2 is  seen  the  outline  of  Miss 
Liberty’s  forehead  and  nose,  in  reverse,  and  below  the  word 
CENTS  can  be  seen  further  traces.  Fivaz  and  Stanton  note:  “This 
is  really  a truly  bizarre  variety  with  no  real  explanation.  It  is  very 
rare  and  not  likely  to  be  visible  on  grades  below  VF.” 

1346  Pair  of  NGC-certified  two-cent  pieces:  ☆ 1864  Large  Motto.  MS- 
64  BN.  Striated  red-brown  toning.  Heavily  repunched  date,  not 
mentioned  in  the  Cherrypicker’s  guide.  Noted  as  scarce  by  Kevin 
Flynn  in  his  reference  on  the  series  ☆ 1865/65  FS  002.7.  MS-63 
BN.  Pleasing  brown  surfaces,  with  traces  of  mint  red.  Date  heavily 
repunched.  An  interesting  pair  of  two-cent  varieties.  (Total:  2 
pieces) 

1347  1865  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  A brilliant,  beautiful,  and  original  piece 
from  the  standpoint  of  surface  color,  a description  that  is  true  of 
just  the  minority  of  pieces  we  have  seen  certified  as  “MS-64  ILD” 
over  the  years.  There  is  a caveat,  and  that  is  that  the  present  piece 
has  numerous  flecks  on  the  obverse,  less  so  on  the  reverse,  and 
while  the  reverse  is  sharply  struck,  the  obverse  is  lightly  impres.sed 
around  the  borders.  All  of  these  complexities  translate  into  the 
grade  assigned,  possibly  reflective  of  the  market  value.  This  piece 
invites  examination  after  which  you  can  determine  its  value. 
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1348  Group  of  two-cent  pieces,  housed  in  an  old-style  Wayte 
Raymond  com  board:  ☆ 1865  Fancy  5.  AU-58  ☆ 1866  Proof-63 
RB  ☆ 1867  MS-62  RB  ☆ 1868  MS-63  BN  ☆ 1869  MS-62  BN  ☆ 

1870  64  BN  ☆ 1871  64  BN.  A very  attractive  starter  set.  (Total:  7 
pieces) 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


1349  1868  MS-66  RB  (NGC).  Brilliant  original  red-orange  surfaces 
predominate,  splashed  here  and  there  with  natural  toning.  Well 
struck  and  very  attractive.  Definitely  a “high  end”  coin  within  the 
designation. 

From  the  Richmond  Collection. 


1350  1869  FS-003.9  MS-66  RB  (NGC).  A very  attractive  coin,  the 
present  example  is  nearly  fully  original  red-orange,  enough  so  that 
it  has  more  “RD”  then  some  we  have  seen  certified  as  RD.  Be 
that  as  it  may  the  present  piece  is  called  RB,  but  would  seem  to  us 
to  be  worth  a bit  more  than  the  standard  price.  The  die  variety  is 
of  special  interest  to  the  many  who  follow  the  Fivaz-Stanton  text, 
and  the  condition,  the  very  finest  certified  by  NGC  with  none 
others,  will  appeal  to  anyone  interested  in  grading  numbers,  no 
doubt  creating  a win-win  situation  when  this  piece  crosses  the 
auction  block. 

Lovely  Gem  Proof  1870  Two  Cents 


1351  1870  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  A splendid  specimen,  light  orange 
surfaces,  of  this  rather  late  die  in  the  two  cent  Proof  series.  Not 
often  seen  in  such  a high  preservation. 

The  obverse  of  the  Proof  die  is  unfinished,  lacking  a mirror  surface  beneath 
the  ribbon,  except  for  within  the  two  curlicues  at  the  left  and  right  at  the  top  of 
the  shield.  The  bottom  of  the  shield  is  fully  mirror  Proof  as  are  the  areas  to  its 
left  and  right.  Many  die  striae  can  be  seen  under  high  magnification,  these  mostly 
in  a horizontal  or  departing  slightly  from  the  horizontal,  indicating  that  the  die 
was  not  completely  finished  before  the  Proof  surface  was  applied.  The  number 
of  Proof  two  cent  pieces  of  this  year  was  not  recorded,  but  is  probably  the  same 
as  the  number  of  Indian  cents  and  nickel  three-cent  pieces,  before  it  was  com- 
mon practice  to  sell  the  minor  coins  as  a set.  Most  probably,  the  number  was  in 
the  range  of  1,000  or  so,  probably  not  as  high  as  1,500  however. 


Lustrous  Gem  1870  Two  Cents 


(2x  photo) 

1352  1870  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Lustrous  surfaces  are  toned  light  and 
medium  gold,  with  a few  flecks  here  and  there.  Sharply  struck  in 
all  details.  High  condition  census  among  PCGS  coins  labeled  as 
“RD,”  with  none  finer. 

PCGS  Population:  12;  none  finer. 

Superb  Gem  Proof  1871  Two-Cent  Piece 


1353  1871  Proof-66  RB  (NGC).  A high-grade  example,  very  attrac- 
tive overall,  of  this  late-date  Proof  two-cent  piece.  The  obverse  is 
intense  orange-magenta  while  the  reverse  is  toned  iridescent  blue 
over  brown.  Very  well  struck.  Scarce  so  fine. 

1354  1871  FS  005.  Doubled  Die  Obverse.  MS-63  RB  (ANACS).  Mel- 
low brown  surfaces  with  faint  orange  aspects.  Struck  from  a doubled 
obverse  die,  as  all  Proofs  of  the  date. 


1355  1872  Proof-65  BN  (PCGS).  Deep  olive-brown  surfaces  with 
nuances  of  sea  green  and  gold,  and  with  a touch  of  original  mint 
orange  in  the  protected  areas. 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 
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Gem  Proof-Only  1873  Two  Cents 

Close  3,  “Original” 


1356  1873  Close  3 Proof-65  BN  (PCGS).  Deep  gold  and  olive  mingle 
in  a fiery  array  on  the  rellective  fields  and  frosted  motifs  of  this 
popular  Proof-only  rarity  from  the  terminal  date  of  this  short-lived 
denomination.  The  estimated  mintage  for  the  issue  is  some  600 
pieces,  certainly  a modest  figure  by  any  standards.  Fortunately,  the 
present  gem  retains  the  lively  toning  it  has  slowly  gathered  over 
the  years,  unlike  many  examples  of  the  date  available  today  that 
have  been  dipped  or  otherwise  enhanced.  Here,  what  you  see  is 
what  you  get,  and  what  you  get  is  pleasing  in  the  extreme! 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


NICKEL  THREE-CENT  PIECES 

Our  offering  of  nickel  three-cent  pieces  is  remarkable  for  its  quality, 
yielding  gem  examples  in  both  circulation  strike  and  Proof  categories.  The 
entire  series  is  eminently  collectible,  with  no  “impossible”  rarities,  although 
some  are  difficult  to  find.  Specializing  in  this  series  can  be  done  on  one  or 
both  levels — circulation  strikes  or  Proofs.  The  rarity  of  a given  date  is  apt 
to  vary'.  For  some,  1865  being  a good  example.  Proofs  are  very  rare  but 
Mint  State  pieces  are  plentiful.  Further  varieties,  such  as  1887/6,  Proofs 
are  the  order  of  the  day,  and  circulation  strikes  are  almost  impossible  to 
find.  As  such,  the  series  can  present  its  own  challenges. 

A full  set  of  nickel  three-cent  pieces  extends  from  1865  through  1889. 
Notable  varieties  are  the  1873  Close  3 and  Open  3 and  the  1887  which 
occurs  in  perfect  date  and  overdate  form.  All  are  available  in  Proof  except 
for  the  1873  Open  3,  which  was  made  only  as  a circulation  strike. 


Splendid  Proof  1865  Nickel  3^ 

Rarest  in  the  Series 


1357  1865  Proof-65  (NGC).  A splendid  specimen  of  the  Proof  nickel 
three-cent  piece,  this  coin  offers  beautiful  aesthetic  appeal  as  well 
as  high  grade.  The  features  are  well  struck  against  deep  mirror  sur- 
faces and  are  highlighted  with  just  a whisper  of  gold,  blue,  and 
other  iridescent  toning,  absolutely  gorgeous  to  behold.  The  date 
IS  noticeably  repunched,  not  unusual  for  this  Proof  variety,  but 
interesting  to  behold  under  magnification. 


Nickel  three-cent  pieces  were  not  produced  until  later  in  the 
year,  by  which  time  many  numismatists  had  ordered  Proof  sets  in 
groups.  So  far  as  is  known,  no  announcements  were  sent  out  by 
the  mint,  and  the  filling  in  of  sets  was  haphazard  at  best.  The  num- 
ber of  Proofs  struck  is  not  known,  but  they  are  sufficiently  rare 
today  that  we  would  estimate  the  number  as  being  only  about  5()() 
or  so.  Whatever  it  is,  it  stands  as  the  rarest  of  Proofs  today  in  the 
1865-1889  nickel  three-cent  series. 

Gem  1865  Nickel  Three  Cents 

High  Condition  Census 


1358  1865  MS-66  (NGC).  Among  circulation  strike  examples  of  this, 
the  first  year  of  the  nickel  three-cent  series,  the  present  coin  ranks 
high  in  the  condition  census.  It  is  lustrous  and  attractive,  with  deli- 
cate toning. 

NGC  Census:  18;  1 finer  (MS-67  finest). 

Upon  examination  the  dies  show  some  interesting  effects,  including  clash 
marks  at  the  lower  right  of  the  obverse. 

Gem  Proof  1866  Nickel  3^ 


1359  1866  Proof-65  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  A splendid  specimen 
from  the  second  year  of  the  series,  a piece  displaying  frosty  devices 
and  inscriptions  against  a deep  mirror  field.  A tiny  mark  is  seen  in 
the  field  to  left  of  the  date,  but  perhaps  needs  not  be  mentioned  as 
grading  numbers  take  care  of  such  things  (otherwise  this  and  its 
cousins  at  Proof-65  would  be  classified  as  perfect  Proof-7()).  As  a 
general  rule  of  thumb  Proof  nickel  three-cent  pieces  of  the  1860s 
are  harder  to  find  then  are  those  of  the  1870s,  and  those  of  the 
1870s  are  considerably  more  elusive  than  those  dated  in  the  1880s. 
The  quality  of  the  present  offering  is  such  that  if  you  have  con- 
templated a new  series  to  explore,  this  may  furnish  you  with  a 
running  start  on  a specialized  set. 

Gem  1866  Nickel  30 


1360  1866  MS-66  (NGC).  A lovely  specimen,  an  cspeci.illy  high  level 
circulation  strike.  Lustrous  obverse  and  reverse  surfaces  are  en- 
hanced by  a whisper  of  toning.  The  strike  is  excellent,  signiticantly 
better  than  average. 

NGC  Census:  7;  3 finer  (MS-68  finest). 

Under  close  inspection  interesting  ckisli  in.irks  c.m  be  seen  on  tlie  obwrse 
and  reverse,  the  result  ol'the  dies  coming  togetlier  m the  press  without  an  inter- 
vening planchet. 
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Gem  Proof  1867  Nickel  30 

Top  PCGS  Grade 


1361  1867  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  beautiful,  and  if  this 
were  not  enough,  at  the  top  of  the  PCGS  census  within  its  num- 
ber and  cameo  designation — few  peers  but  none  finer. 

The  entire  aspect  of  the  piece  is  splendid,  one  of  the  nicest  in 
existence,  to  be  sure. 

PCGS  Population:  13;  none  finer. 


1362  1867  MS-65  (PCGS).  A lustrous  example.  Very  light  gray  and 
heather  toning  over  frosty  surfaces.  Nice  quality  overall.  High  qual- 
ity circulation  strikes  of  this  era,  even  among  the  higher  mintage 
dates,  can  be  difficult  to  find,  simply  because  more  than  just  a few 
lack  eye  appeal. 


Superb  Gem  Proof  1868  Nickel  30 

No  Finer  NGC  Certified 


1363  1868  Proof-66  (NGC).  Standing  at  the  top  of  the  NGC  Census, 
this  piece  has  nowhere  to  go  number-wise.  No  liner  pieces  have 
been  certified,  although  a few  others  have  checked  in  at  this  level. 
The  present  coin  has  light  golden  toning  over  silver  surfaces.  All 
aspects  are  satisfactory,  yielding  a very  nice  piece. 

NGC  Census:  21;  none  finer. 

When  held  at  an  angle  to  the  light  the  obverse  field  is  rather  interesting,  as 
certain  of  the  general  indentations  made  by  the  letters  can  still  be  seen,  affecting 
the  surface  of  the  field,  which  has  not  been  basined.  However,  the  mirror  sur- 
face is  complete  and  there  are  no  die  striae.  Certain  tiny  marks  from  the  original 
planchet  can  be  seen,  again  under  magnification,  at  the  very  highest  parts  of  Miss 
Liberty,  scarcely  noticeable,  but  recognizable  once  they  are  pointed  out.  Some 
can  also  be  seen  in  the  coronet.  Original  planchet  characteristics  are  hardly  ever 
mentioned  in  descriptions  or  in  the  literature  and  are  a subject  well  worth  ex- 
ploring, as,  indeed,  well  known  writer  and  researcher  Bill  Fivaz  commented  in 
a letter  to  us  a few  years  ago  when  we  brought  the  matter  up  in  a description. 


1364  1868  MS-66  (NGC).  Delicate  golden  toning,  gorgeous  m its  as- 
pect, over  satiny,  lustrous  surfaces.  A simply  splendid  nickel  three- 
cent  piece,  a beauty  to  bebold.  Just  two  pieces  have  been  graded 
finer  by  NGC. 

Under  high  magnification  some  interesting  clash  marks  can  be  seen  on  ob- 
verse and  reverse. 


1365 


1869  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  Superb,  brilliant  Proof  surfaces 
with  interesting  die  polish  lines  and  nice  reflectivity  in  the  fields. 
The  devices  are  sharp  and  lustrous.  A very  attractive  example  of 
this  issue.  Near  the  top  of  the  grading  census,  as  noted. 

PCGS  Population:  7;  2 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-67  Cameo  finest) 

We  find  it  endlessly  fascinating  to  observe  die  characteristics,  as  such  add  to 
the  appreciation  of  cataloguing  and  ownership.  During  this  era  the  mint  was  in 
a hurry  with  many  of  its  coins,  and  created  Proofs  without  completely  finishing 
the  dies,  this  being  noted  a few  other  places  in  the  present  catalogue,  including 
among  the  patterns.  On  the  nickel  three-cent  piece  offered  here  the  reverse  die 
was  not  completely  finished,  and  die  striations  were  not  removed.  The  mirror 
Proof  surface  was  applied  anyway,  yielding  the  rather  curious  result  that  many 
striations  can  be  seen,  and  yet  the  fields  are  mirrorlike. 

Likely,  there  would  be  a good  market  niche  for  a detailed  book  on  United 
States  Proof  coins  from  the  very  earliest  years,  building  on  the  work  done  by 
Walter  Breen  in  his  Proof  Coin  Encyclopedia  and  other  studies.  Much  new  infor- 
mation has  been  learned,  and  the  next  time  around  the  presentation  would  prob- 
ably be  more  accurate  from  a technical  viewpoint. 


1366  1869  MS-66  (PCGS).  Richly  lustrous  and  brilliant,  with  lightly 
mottled  “wood  grain”  toning.  Extremely  attractive,  a pristine  piece 
that  holds  its  own  in  terms  of  absolute  beauty  but  also  is  appealing 
as  the  highest  grade  certified  by  PCGS — with  a few  equals,  but 
none  better. 

PCGS  Population:  11;  none  finer. 


Gem  Proof  1870  Three  Cents 


1367  1870  Proof-65  Cameo  (PCGS).  Delicate  blue  and  heather  ton- 
ing over  frosty  features  and  a deep  mirror  surface,  as  nice  as  can  be! 
Only  six  cameo  pieces  have  been  graded  finer  by  PCGS. 


1368  1871  MS-65  (PCGS).  Satiny  lustre  is  enhanced  by  a whisper  of 
champagne  toning.  Another  gorgeous,  absolutely  magnificent 
nickel  three-cent  piece.  The  quality  of  this  and  many  other  pieces 
(so  described)  is  truly  remarkable,  and  we  recommend  that  per- 
spective bidders  “stretch”  to  obtain  them,  possibly  ignoring  con- 
ventional wisdom  and  market  prices.  In  one  of  his  books  the  late 
Herman  Herst.Jr.,  a famous  stamp  dealer  and  author,  commented 
that  no  great  collection  had  ever  been  formed  in  the  field  of  stamp', 
by  anyone  who  was  a slave  to  current  market  listings.  So  it  is  with 
coins.  All  of  the  great  collections  of  which  he  had  been  asso-  i- 
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ated — more  than  just  about  anyone  else  in  the  profession — have 
been  formed  by  connoisseurs  who  carefully  considered  opportu- 
nities one  by  one,  and  when  something  special  presented  itself,  a 
long  sought  item  in  exemplary  condition,  it  was  bought,  often  set- 
ting a record  in  the  process;  of  course,  it  was  proved  time  and  again 
that  a record  price  set  in  1950  would  have  been  a bargain  price  by 
1960  and  a record  price  set  in  1960  would  have  been  a bargain 
price  by  1970,  and  so  on. 

Regarding  the  present  offering,  this  is  probably  a practical  sug- 
gestion: the  coins  are  so  attractive  that  this  opportunity  may  not 
come  again  in  the  near  future.  If  you  like  choice  coins  and  have 
not  investigated  a nickel  three-cent  piece,  do  some  reading  about 
it — in  Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  ofU.S.  and  Colonial  Coins, 
1988,  for  starters,  but  also  here  and  there,  whereever  you  can  find 
information.  Also  contemplate  current  market  prices,  which  in 
any  event  are  simply  a guide  and  represent  pieces  of  average  quality. 
Consider  the  pleasure  of  owning  a full  set  of  dates  and  varieties. 
Consider  budgetary  requirements,  then  review  the  offering  here 
and  see  if  it  might  make  a good  head  start  on  what  will  become  a 
numismatic  treasure  among  your  holdings. 


Splendid  1873  Close  3 Nickel  3^ 


1369  1873  Close  3.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A lovely  strike  with  satiny  lustre, 
sharp,  and  very  attractive.  Delicate  toning  on  both  sides.  About  as 
nice  as  can  be  in  theory,  never  mind  its  actual  beauty.  Rare  so  fine, 
considerably  more  elusive  than  an  equivalent  Proof 
PCGS  Population:  7;  none  finer. 


Superb  Gem  1874  Nickel  30 

Top  Population 


1370  1874  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  A splendid  example  with  light 
golden  toning  over  mirror  surfaces,  a piece  at  the  top  of  the  PCGS 
population  roster.  Excellent  eye  appeal  and  very  attractive  overall. 
PCGS  Population:  1 1 ; none  finer  within  the  designation. 

Under  high  magnification  the  obverse  die  seems  to  have  been  “proofed”  in 
Its  unfinished  state,  with  delicate  striae  visible  on  a diagonal  angle. 


1371 


1875  FS-006.5.  MS-66  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  delicate  toning  of 
heather  and  gold.  A treat  to  the  eye. 

NGC  Census:  I;  I finer  (MS-67). 

This  IS  one  of  numerous  misplaced  dates,  curiously  abbreviated  as  MPl), 
which  have  come  to  light  in  recent  decades.  Cn  the  present  piece  the  upper  left 
serif  of  the  first  digit,  I.  can  be  seen  protruding  from  the  front  of  Miss  Liberty’s 


neck.  Most  often  misplaced  dates  consist  of  traces  of  the  tops  of  certain  numer- 
als visible  in  spaces  between  the  dentils  in  the  bottom  rim.  The  cause  for  mis- 
placed dates  is  not  known,  but  our  current  thought  is  that  when  the  engraver  or 
technician  in  the  die  department  in  the  mint  decided  to  punch  a four-digit  logo- 
type into  the  working  die,  he  at  first  made  a tentative  trial  tap  to  determine  the 
hardness  of  the  steel  so  as  to  see  how  much  pressure  should  be  applied  when 
hitting  the  date  punch. 

1372  1875  FS-006.5.  MS-65  (ANACS).  Another  example  of  this  cu- 
rious variety,  a gem,  not  quiet  up  to  the  preceding  in  terms  of 
technical  grade,  but  just  about  as  satisfying  from  an  aesthetic  view- 
point. The  surfaces  show  satiny  lustre  with  a whisper  of  toning.  As 
pretty  as  a picture. 


Key  1877  Nickel  30 
Superb  Gem  Proof 
None  Finer  Certified 


(2x  photo) 

1373  1877  Proof-67  Cameo  (PCGS).  What  a gorgeous  coin  this  is! 
Frosted  devices  in  the  inscriptions  are  set  against  a deep  mirror 
field.  The  entire  coin  is  as  brilliant  as  the  day  it  was  struck.  PCGS 
has  certified  none  finer,  and  just  a handful  at  the  present  level. 

As  a date  the  1877  is  perhaps  the  most  famous  of  nickel  three- 
cent  pieces.  Examples  were  struck  only  in  Proof  format,  none  for 
circulation.  The  finish  on  the  Proofs  varies  from  semi-frosty  to 
deeply  mirrorlike  as  here.  The  number  minted  is  not  recorded, 
but  probably  was  on  the  order  1,250  to  1,500  pieces,  significantly 
fewer  than  the  2,350  we  know  were  struck  in  the  following  year. 
The  1877  has  always  been  the  “trophy  coin”  in  the  series,  the 
present  piece  is  particularly  desirable. 

PCGS  Population:  7;  none  finer. 


1374 


1879  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a hint  of  cham- 
pagne toning.  Extremely  deep  mirror  Proof  surfaces,  a character- 
istic which  is  not  always  the  case.  Some  Proofs  are  difficult  to  dif- 
ferentiate from  circulation  strikes.  A splendid  example  of  this  date. 

The  reverse  die  was  relapped  during  the  polishing  process,  with  the  result 
that  most  of  the  ribbon  ends  are  fragmentary  and  appear  as  little  islands  in  a 
Proof  sea.  Certain  of  the  lower  relief  leaves  have  similar  characteristics. 
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Superb  Gem  1879  Three-Cent  Piece 
Fantastic  Eye  Appeal 


(2x  photo) 


1375  1879  MS-67  (PCGS)  . We  cannot  recall  ever  gazing  upon  a nicer 
circulation  strike  1879  three-cent  piece.  It  would  be  perfectly  okay 
with  us  if  PCGS  had  graded  this  MS-69,  as  we  cannot  find  any 
flaws  on  it,  and,  under  high-powered  magnification,  just  a few 
tiny  ticks  are  present.  This  piece  is  beautifully  struck  with  toning 
blending  to  pastel  gold,  heather,  and  blue.  No  example  of  this  date 
has  been  graded  finer  than  the  present  gem  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  8;  none  finer. 


1376  1881  MS-66  (PCGS).  A splendid  nickel  three-cent  piece,  this 
specimen  has  satiny  frost  on  both  sides  and  is  delicately  toned  with 
a hint  of  blue.  Not  rare  as  a date,  but  not  easy  to  find  in  this  com- 
bination of  high  grade  and  eye  appeal.  Fewer  than  10  pieces  have 
been  graded  finer  at  PCGS. 


1377  1881  MS-66  (PCGS).  Another  splendid  nickel  three-cent  piece, 
this  being  bright  silver.  The  reverse  is  nearly  fully  prooflike  and 
probably  is  struck  from  a die  used  to  make  Proofs.  The  obverse  is 
an  early  impression  from  a circulation  strike  die  and  shows  diago- 
nal striae.  A fascinating  piece,  and  exceeded  in  grade  by  fewer  than 
10  pieces  seen  by  PCGS. 


Superb  Gem  1882  Nickel  30 


1378  1882  Proof-67  Cameo  (PCGS).  A superb  specimen  with  frosty 
devices  and  inscriptions  against  deep  mirror  fields,  well  finished 
in  the  Proofing  processes.  Although  Proofs  of  this  era  are  not  rare, 
the  present  piece  has  special  eye  appeal.  Only  three  pieces  graded 
finer  by  PCGS. 


Another  Superb  Proof  1882  Nickel  30 


1379  1882  Proof-67  Cameo  (PCGS).  Another  superb  specimen  at 
the  same  grading  level,  but  quite  different  in  appearance.  Both  ob- 
verse and  reverse  die  on  the  present  piece  are  partially  frosty,  sort 
of  a hybrid  between  a mirror  Proof  and  a circulation  strike.  The 
differences  are  interesting  to  contemplate.  The  overall  beauty  is 
beyond  compare.  Only  three  pieces  graded  finer  by  PCGS. 


Gem  Mint  State  1882  Nickel  30 


1380  1882  MS-66  (PCGS).  Another  superb  nickel  three-cent  piece  of 
this  date,  the  present  piece  being  a circulation  strike.  The  die  char- 
acteristics aren’t  necessarily  different.  On  the  present  piece  the 
date  logotype  is  punched  high,  with  the  2,  very  heavy  and  partly 
filled  in  the  die,  positioned  close  to  the  curl.  The  obverse  and  re- 
verse are  both  highly  lustrous  with  gorgeous  delicate  iridescent 
toning,  a memorable  three-cent  piece,  an  artistic  viewpoint  in  ad- 
dition to  its  numismatic  credits. 

PCGS  Population:  12;  3 finer  (MS-67  finest). 

1381  1883  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a hint  of  golden  toning. 
A splendid  Proof  not  rare,  but  beautiful  to  behold.  Seemingly  ideal 
for  inclusion  in  a type  set. 


Superb  Gem  Proof  1884  Nickel  30 


1382  1884  Proof-67  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  Frosty 
devices  and  inscription  set  against  deep  mirror  fields.  Light  cham- 
pagne toning.  Absolutely  splendid. 

PCGS  Population:  16;  1 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-67  Cameo). 


1383  1884  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  \\dth  delicate  toning.  A splen- 
did specimen  of  this  generally  low-mintage  nickel  three-cent  piece. 
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1384  1884  Proof-66  (PCGS).  As  pretty  as  can  be!  A whisper  of  golden 
toning  is  seen  over  frosty  devices  and  a mirrored  field.  The  market 
value  of  this  piece  is  much  less  than  it  was  in  1989  and  1990,  per- 
haps indicating  an  opportunity  (not  that  coins  have  “memories” 
of  market  price). 

Gem  Mint  State  1884  Nickel  Three  Cents 


Superb  Gem  Proof  1886  Nickel  30 


1387  1886  Proof-67  Cameo  (PCGS).  A splendid  coin,  virtually  as 
struck.  Frosted  elements  are  set  against  a sea  of  mirror  finish.  The 
1886  is  especially  desirable  as  it  is  a Proof-only  issue,  with  no 
equivalent  pieces  made  for  circulation.  Its  lofty'  status  in  the  PCGS 
records  enhances  its  desirability. 

PCGS  Population:  12;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 


1385  1884  MS-65  (NGC).  As  an  unquestioned  Mint  State  coin  (not  as 
a Proof  appearing  somewhat  hke  a Mint  State  strike),  this  issue  is 
decidedly  rare.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  with  satiny  lustre, 
designating  this  as  one  of  relatively  few  high-grade  circulation 
strikes  known  to  exist.  The  surfaces  are  nearly  perfect,  graced  by 
subtle  golden  toning.  The  speciahst  will  want  to  bid  liberally  to 
own  this  gem,  one  of  the  finest  of  its  kind. 

NGC  Census;  3;  3 finer  {MS-66  finest). 


Superb  Gem  1885  Nickel  30 


1386  1885  MS-66  (NGC).  Another  rare  circulation  strike,  this  piece 
stands  at  the  head  of  the  NGC  Census.  The  piece  is  unequivocal 
for  its  attribution,  with  rich  lustre  on  both  sides,  brilliant,  with 
subtle  toning.  Such  a coin  is  significantly  rarer  than  a Proof,  a dis- 
tinction that  is  becoming  increasingly  appreciated. 

NCiC  Census:  6;  none  finer. 


Another  Notable  1886  Nickel  30 


1388  1886  Proof-67  Cameo  (PCGS).  Here  is  another  entry  at  the 
top  end  of  the  PCGS  Population  Report,  a beauty  that  is  on  a par 
with  the  preceding.  If  you  missed  that  one,  try  this! 

PCGS  Population:  12;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 


1389  1887/6  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A lovely  example  of  this  bold  overdate. 
Under  magnification  virtually  the  entire  figure  6 can  be  seen  around 
the  7.  As  a matter  of  interest,  it  is  likely  that  the  1886  Proof  die  was 
not  used  to  strike  Proofs  in  that  year,  but  was  kept  on  hand,  and  then 
overdated  in  1887,  the  position  of  the  6 ever  so  sHghdy  lower  on  the 
com  than  on  the  Proof  1886  pieces  offered  in  the  present  sale.  The 
piece  is  wcU  struck,  briUiant,  with  delicate  toning,  a treat  to  the  eye. 


1390  1887/6  Proof-65  Cameo  (PCGS).  Another  example  of  this 
popular  overdate,  brilliant  and  attractive,  except  for  a carbon  spot 
at  the  7 of  the  date,  somewhat  obscuring  the  overdate  feature,  but 
it  is  still  unequivocal.  Light  toning. 


1391  1887  Proof-66  (NGC).  For  the  informed  buyer  this  represents  a 
very  important  opportunity — a superb  gem  Proof  1887  nickel 
three-cent  piece.  Perfect  Date  (not  overdate),  with  splendid  sur- 
faces, delicately  toned.  The  mintage  tor  the  1887  is  2,'UHl  pieces, 
however  most  of  these  are  the  1887/6  overdate.  Vi  e estiinato  that 
only  about  1,000  ot  the  Perfect  I late  pieces  were  produced,  mak- 
ing it  far  and  away  the  rarest  ot  its  era.  handilv  eclipsing  better 
known  varieties  such  as  1877  and  1878. 
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Gem  Mint  State  1887  Nickel  3 


1392  1887  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Although  this  is  certified  by  the  highly 
esteemed  PCGS  as  Proof,  the  cataloguer,  QDB  classifies  it  as  Mint 
State,  not  a Proof  The  surfaces  are  lustrous  and  frosty  on  both  sides, 
there  is  some  trivial  lightness  of  strike  at  the  O (OF)  on  the  obverse, 
and  the  planchet  has  a few  tiny  laminations.  Examine  it  on  your 
own  and  make  your  own  conclusions — value  it  as  you  please,  to 
paraphrase  a certain  numismatic  personality  of  the  18th  century. 

If  you  agree  that  it  is  a circulation  strike  it  projects  itself  in  im- 
portance far  beyond  the  Proof  status.  Gem  Mint  State  coins  are  so 
rare  that  years  can  pass  between  auction  offerings.  To  our  mind  this 
is  one  of  the  great  prizes  in  the  present  section  of  the  catalogue.  It 
will  be  interesting  to  see  what  happens  when  the  sale  takes  place. 


1393  1888  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  A splendid  specimen  with  deep 
mirror  surfaces.  Delicate  golden  toning.  As  nice  as  it  can  be.  Only 
four  cameo  specimens  are  graded  finer  by  PCGS. 

Superb  Gem  Proof  1889  30 


1394  1889  Proof-67  Cameo  (PCGS).  A superb  specimen,  virtual  per- 
fection. Delicate  golden  toning  over  mirror  surfaces.  Quality  runs 
through  nearly  all  of  the  nickel  three-cent  pieces  in  the  present 
listing,  and  it  is  with  some  reluctance  that  we  draw  near  to  the 
close.  Tied  for  finest  cameo  grade  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  13;  none  finer. 

1395  1889  Proof-66  (NGC).  Another  lovely  gem,  well  struck  and  with 
delicate  champagne  toning.  Great  eye  appeal. 

From  the  W.J.  Skiles  Collection. 

1396  1889  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  Frosty  cameo  sur- 
faces as  are  all,  but  not  designated  as  such  on  the  holder.  The  same  can 
be  said  for  many  other  nickel  three-cent  Proofs  of  this  general  era. 


1397  1889  MS-66  (PCGS).  A deeply  lustrous  and  frosty  Mint  State 
specimen,  exceedingly  well  struck.  Light  golden  toning  on  both 
sides.  Another  specimen  of  handpicked  quality  exceeded  in  grade 
by  fewer  than  10  examples  seen  by  PCGS. 


2G1 


SILVER  THREE-CENT  PIECES 

Who  would  have  thought  that  so  much  quality  and  excitement  could 
be  found  in  such  a small  group  of  coins^ — 20  lots  to  be  exact,  a mere  60c 
face  value!  Yet,  these  “trimes,”  as  the  Treasury  called  them,  have  become 
treasures  to  a small  group  of  collectors  today.  Those  who  appreciate  the 
innate  beauty  of  these  smallest  of  all  silver  issues  from  the  U.S.  mints  will 
also  appreciate  the  offering  of  these  tiny  coins  that  is  about  to  unfold.  A 
gem  MS-66  1851  from  the  first  year  of  the  denomination  is  followed  by  an 
1852  in  MS-67!  Two  1854  trimes,  each  MS-64,  are  next,  with  gem  Un- 
circulated examples  of  1858  (MS-67,  and  MS-66!),  1864  at  MS-68 — 
Wow!— 1865  at  xMS-66,  and  1866  at  MS-67! 

Gem  Proofs  of  1855,  1856,  1858,  1862,  1863,  1866,  1868,  and  1871 
are  aU  present  and  accounted  for  as  well.  We  warned  you — this  is  a small 
group  of  tiny  trimes  with  large  visual  appeal  and  of  equally  large  quality. 
All  silver  three-cent  photos  are  2x. 


Superb  Gem  1851  Trime 


1398  1851  MS-66  (PCGS).  A splendid  specimen  of  the  first  year  of 
the  silver  three-cent  piece  or,  as  the  Treasury  Department  called 
it,  the  trime.  The  striking  is  about  ty'pical,  somewhat  light  in  ar- 
eas. The  lustre  is  superb,  indeed  memorable,  with  rich  frost  over- 
laid with  delicate  gold.  The  piece  is  a treat  to  the  eye.  Relatively 
few  1851  silver  three-cent  pieces  survive  with  comparable  appeal 
today.  For  a type  set  to  illustrate  the  first  year  of  issue  this  has  many 
possibilities. 


Notable  Quality  1852  Trime 

Superb  Gem 


1399  1852  MS-67  (NGC).  Wow!  This  piece  is  almost  three  dimen- 
sional in  Its  deep,  frosty  lustre.  Brilliant  and  beautiful,  this  coin  is 
graced  with  delicate  golden  toning,  scarcely  perceptible.  Few  ex- 
isting examples  of  the  date  could  match  this  quality.  Spectacular 
visual  appeal  in  addition  to  grade. 

NGC  Census:  11;  1 finer  (MS-68). 
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1400  1854  MS-64  (NGC).  Medium  gray  and  iridescent  surfaces,  some- 
what mottled,  over  sharply  struck  details,  the  last  part  of  the  descrip- 
tion being  exceedingly  remarkable.  The  lettering  is  bold  as  is  the 
date.  The  shield  details  are  all  there  on  the  obverse,  the  star  lines  are 
complete,  and  everything  else  is  in  order.  The  mottled  surface  is 
somewhat  dusky,  perhaps  indicating  that  conservation  could  add  a 
bit  more  “life”  to  it,  who  knows?  However,  not  one  in  20  1854 
trimes  is  this  sharp.  We  recommend  that  this  piece  be  looked  at 
carefully,  studied,  and  contemplated.  For  our  money  it  is  worth  con- 
siderably more  than  a normal  piece  certified  at  MS-64. 

Choice  Mint  State  1854  Trime 


1401  1854  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  deeply  lustrous.  A nice  ex- 
ample of  the  Type  11,  with  light  striking  in  areas,  still  somewhat 
above  average.  The  obverse  die  saw  extensive  service  and  shows 
clash  marks  and  numerous  cracks,  quite  interesting  to  inspect  un- 
der magnification. 

1855  Proof  Trime 

The  Starr  Coin 


1402  1855  Proof-66  (PCGS).  This  lovely  Proof  trime,  certified  as 
Proof-66  by  PCGS  and  standing  as  one  of  just  two  at  that  level, 
traces  its  pedigree  to  the  fine  cabinet  of  Floyd  Starr,  auctioned  by 
Stack’s.  The  obverse  and  reverse  are  well  struck,  needle  sharp  in 
their  detail,  and  are  of  a quality  simply  not  seen  on  circulation 
strikes.  The  obverse  is  deeply  basined.  Both  sides  are  toned  gun- 
metal-blue  with  splashes  of  iridescence. 

Only  a few  dozen  Proofs  are  known  of  this  date,  of  which  this 
IS  one  of  the  best,  as  noted.  Not  only  will  this  be  a find  for  the 
specialist  in  silver  three-cent  pieces,  but  will  also  attract  the  col- 
lector of  coins  by  design  types  who  may  have  despaired  of  ever 
finding  a sharp  circulation  strike! 

P(!(;S  Population:  2:  none  finer, 

I roni  the  l loyd  Starr  (.'ollrction. 


Superb  Gem  1856  Trime 

None  Finer  Graded  By  NGC 


1403  1856  Proof-67  Cameo  (NGC).  A superb  specimen  of  the  Proof 
1856  trime,  this  piece  is  exciting  to  behold  and  will  be  even  more 
exciting  to  own.  In  the  realm  of  NGC  certification  none  is  finer. 
Both  obverse  and  reverse  dies  are  highly  mirrorhke,  unequivocally 
Proof  During  the  polishing  process  the  lower  right  frames  of  the 
stars  were  lightened  somewhat,  this  being  true  of  all  examples.  The 
striking  is  exquisite,  and  delicate  Hlac  toning  is  seen  on  both  sides. 

The  1856  trime  is  virtually  impossible  to  find  in  high-grade 
circulation  strike  format,  especially  if  sharp  details  are  wanted.  The 
speciahst  will  do  well  to  consider  this  piece  as  an  acquisition.  Few 
other  Proofs  exist  at  any  grade  levels,  and  of  those  that  do,  not 
many  can  match  the  present  piece  in  the  combination  of  high  as- 
signed grade  and  basic  beauty. 

NGC  Census:  2;  none  finer. 

Lustrous  1856  Three-Cents 


1404  1856  MS-64  (NGC).  A brilliant,  lustrous,  and  significantly  above 
average  strike  of  the  1856  nickel  three-cent  piece.  All  star  outlines 
are  visible,  the  shield  is  sharp,  the  letters  are  bold,  and  the  coin 
earns  high  marks  elsewhere,  although  we  do  note  some  scarcely 
worth  mentioning  lightness  on  some  of  the  stars.  Not  one  in  20 
1856  trimes  is  this  well  struck.  We  suggest  that  if  you  are  forming 
a set  of  these  by  date,  this  coin  is  a better  value,  and  at  a much 
lower  price,  than  a similar  coin  certified  as  MS-65  or  MS-66  but 
poorly  struck.  Ifwe  were  collecting  these  ourselves  we  would  keep 
our  hand  in  the  air  until  all  competitors  put  theirs  down. 
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Superb  Gem  1858  Trime 

Proof-66 


1405  1858  Proof-66  (NGC).  A splendid  specimen  with  rich  irides- 
cent hues,  primarily  vivid  blue  and  magenta.  The  dies  are  quite 
curious  and  on  the  obverse  display  striae  from  having  been  relapped. 
Part  of  the  frame  has  been  taken  away  at  the  lower  left.  The  re- 
verse is  of  full  deep  mirror  characteristics.  Only  four  pieces  have 
been  graded  finer  by  NGC. 


Gem  Mint  State  1858  Trime 


1406  1858  MS-67  (NGC).  This  piece  is  exceptional  among  circulation 
strikes,  for  the  details  are  quite  sharp,  letters  bold,  frames  around 
the  stars  complete,  shield  at  the  center  all  there,  and  with  other 
details  that  are  seldom  seen  except  on  Proofs.  The  fields  are  lus- 
trous, overlaid  with  delicate  toning,  light  lilac  and  gold  on  the  ob- 
verse with  some  splashes  of  iridescence,  while  the  reverse  tends 
towards  light  gray  and  gunmetal-blue  plus  magenta.  An  exciting 
find.  No  doubt  years  from  now  the  present  listing  of  silver  three- 
cent  pieces  will  be  long  remembered.  Few  equivalent  presenta- 
tions have  ever  been  made  in  the  history  of  numismatics. 

NGC  Census:  12;  2 finer  (MS-67Tlr  finest). 


Another  Gem  1858  Trime 


1407  1858  MS-66  (NGC).  Another  lovely  Mint  State  piece,  really 
amazing,  and  similar  to  the  preceding,  quite  sharply  struck  not 
quite  as  sharp  as  the  foregoing,  but  still  with  all  details.  Lustrous 
silver  surfaces  are  accented  with  light  lilac  and  magenta  toning  at 
the  centers,  giving  way  to  blue  at  the  borders.  A visual  treat,  a 
memorable  example. 


1408  1858  MS-64  (PCGS).  A deeply  lustrous  specimen,  toned  vivid 
gunmetal-blue  with  areas  of  silver.  Fairly  well  struck,  not  needle 
sharp,  but  significantly  above  average,  reflecting  that  some  care 
was  taken  in  the  purchase  of  it.  The  dies  have  clashed,  yielding 
subtle  indications  of  this,  particularly  in  the  field  around  the  stars 
on  the  obverse. 


Choice  1858  Trime 


1409  1858  MS-64  (NGC).  A lustrous  example  certified  as  choice  MS- 
64.  Similar  to  many  pieces  here,  it  is  distinctly  above  average  in 
sharpness,  not  with  needle-sharp  details,  but  far  finer  than  usually 
seen.  The  letters  and  star  outlines  are  bold.  The  lustre  is  rich.  Light 
toning  adds  to  the  attractiveness.  A piece  that  is  well  worth  seek- 
ing. We  reiterate  that  the  present  offering  of  trimes  is  indeed  re- 
markable, actually  incredible,  and  if  you  enjoy  this  series,  we  sug- 
gest that  you  bid  as  liberally  as  you  can. 


1410  1862  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A splendid  specimen,  just  right  for  any- 
one who  desires  coins  with  old-time  natural  toning.  In  this  instance 
the  piece  is  very  sharply  struck,  overlaid  with  iridescent  toning  of 
magenta,  blue,  and  gold,  yielding  a specimen  that  is  as  pretty  as  a 
picture. 

PCGS  Population:  13;  10  finer  (Proof-67  finest). 
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Gem  Proof  1863  Trime 


1411  1863  Proof-65  Cameo  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen,  as  nice  as 

can  be,  of  this  popular  date.  Both  sides  exhibit  beautiful  silver  deep 
mirror  surfaces  with  a hint  of  iridescent  toning.  The  certification 
data  gets  somewhat  complicated  when  “CAM”  is  introduced,  and 
the  importance  of  this  may  be  moot  anyway,  as  all  are  struck  from 
the  same  die.  In  any  event,  this  is  among  the  finest  certified  by 
PCGS.  A tiny  lint  mark  is  seen  on  the  obverse  to  the  lower  right  of 
the  star. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  3 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-66  CAM  finest). 


High-Grade  1864  Trime 

Rare  Circulation  Strike 


Notable  Gem  1866  Trime 

High  Condition  Census 


1414  1866  Proof-66  (NGC).  Among  silver  three-cent  pieces  of  this 
date  the  present  coin  is  notable  for  its  high  grade  in  the  NGC 
Census.  The  toning  is  of  medium  intensity,  iridescent,  with  ma- 
genta, blue,  and  gold.  Held  at  an  angle  to  the  light  the  obverse 
field  is  somewhat  wavy,  an  interesting  phenomenon  which  just 
now  is  beginning  to  be  appreciated.  Seemingly,  a number  of  dif- 
ferent Proof  dies  for  regular  issues  and  patterns  of  this  era  were  not 
completely  lapped  or  finished  after  they  were  impressed  with  the 
master  die  but,  instead,  were  immediately  given  a Proof  surface. 
This  was  first  called  to  our  attention  by  well-known  gold  special- 
ist John  Dannreuther,  who  presented  a highly  unusual  Proof  dol- 
lar of  1865.  Since  that  time  we  have  observed  the  same  thing  on  a 
few  other  pieces,  some  of  which  are  noted  in  the  present  catalogue 
(see  the  pattern  listings). 

The  1866  trime  is  doubly  desirable — first  rare  as  a Proof  in  this 
high  grade  and,  beyond  that,  rare  as  a date. 

NGC  Census:  16;  1 finer  (Proof-68*). 


Another  Amazing  Trime 


1412  1864  MS-68  (NGC).  Circulation  strike  1864  trimes  are  signifi- 
cantly rarer  than  Proofs.  The  present  piece  is  deeply  frosty  and 
lustrous,  with  vivid  magenta  and  blue  iridescence  overall.  In  the 
realm  of  NGC  grading  it  is  among  the  finest  seen.  For  the  special- 
ist that  collects  circulation  strikes  apart  from  Proofs,  both  having 
different  characteristics,  the  present  piece  will  be  a find. 

NGC  Census:  4;  1 finer  (MS-68*). 


Rare  Mint  State  1865  Trime 

Superb  Gem 


1413  1865  MS-66  (NGC).  Rare  and  beautiful,  this  high-grade  circu- 

lation strike  trime  will  be  a joy  to  some  specialist  who  has  been 
waiting  a long  time  to  acquire  such  a piece.  Both  obverse  and  re- 
verse are  very  well  struck,  not  often  the  situation.  The  toning  is 
iridescent,  medium  in  intensity,  changing  from  gray  and  magenta 
at  the  centers,  through  blue  and  gold  at  the  borders.  The  entire 
arrangement  is  simply  gorgeous. 

N(  t(  Census:  10;  .S  finer  (MS-68  finest). 


1415  1866  MS-67  (PCGS).  Breathtaking  gem.  Amazing,  fantastic,  or 
you  can  choose  your  own  adjectives.  This  is  one  of  the  nicest  1866 
trimes  we  have  ever  seen.  First  of  all,  it  is  a circulation  strike,  a 
format  far  rarer  than  an  equivalent  Proof  Second,  all  details  are  as 
sharp  as  can  be  with  superb  definition  on  obverse  and  reverse. 
Third,  the  grade  is  very  high,  right  at  the  top  level  in  the  PCGS 
register.  Fourth,  the  coin  has  superb  eye  appeal,  bright  blue  and 
iridescent  toning  over  silver  surfaces.  Finally,  the  piece  has  very 
interesting  die  characteristics,  which  will  appeal  to  the  specialist 
and  which  can  be  easily  seen  under  low  magnification. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  none  finer. 

The  dies  came  together  without  an  intervening  planchet,  this  happening  at 
least  three  times,  unless  there  was  “chatter”  in  the  impression.  Part  ot  the  design 
from  the  reverse  was  transferred  to  the  obverse,  best  seen  above  the  star  on  the 
obverse.  On  the  reverse  there  was  a similar  transfer,  most  prominently  the  out- 
line of  the  star  at  the  lower  right  section,  and  the  C-shaped  ornament.  Two 
prominent  die  bulges  have  developed  on  the  reverse  in  the  apprvixunate  area 
from  10:00  to  1:00  and  arc  interesting  to  contemplate.  It  seems  that,  it  moti- 
vated, someone  could  write  an  (ssjy  dns  memorable  coml 
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Gem  Proof  1868  Trime 


1416  1868  Proof-65  Cameo  (PCGS).  A splendid  specimen,  the 
present  piece  has  deep  mirror  surfaces,  silver  in  hue,  with  light 
iridescent  toning  culminating  in  a halo  of  blue  and  splashes  of  other 
colors  around  the  rim — another  simply  gorgeous  example. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  5 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-66  Cameo  finest). 


Superb  Gem  Proof  1871  Trime 


1417  1871  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A superb  gem  example,  not  certified 
cameo,  but  this  is  moot,  as  all  are  from  the  same  die  pair  and  all  are 
either  cameo  or  non-cameo,  take  your  pick.  An  outstanding  ex- 
ample with  medium  blue,  gold,  and  iridescent  toning  over  deep 
mirror  surfaces.  If  you  have  an  eye  for  quality,  contemplate  this 
piece  carefully,  and  then  bid  on  it.  The  market  price  today  is  sig- 
nificantly lower  than  it  was  15  years  ago  during  the  height  of  the 
“investment  market”  in  1990.  Quality  never  goes  out  of  style,  and 
a quality  coin  such  as  this  is  at  once  elusive  and  wonderful  to  own. 


NICKEL  FIVE-CENT  PIECES 

The  days  of  a “good  5d  cigar”  may  be  long  gone,  but  the  impact  of  the 
nickel  five-cent  denomination  remains  as  large  and  important  as  ever,  espe- 
cially among  collectors.  The  first  year  of  the  denomination,  1866,  is  repre- 
sented here  by  two  gem  Proofs  of  the  date,  followed  by  a gem  Proof  1867 
No  Rays  and  various  other  gem  Proofs  of  later  dates.  Liberty  nickels  come 
to  the  fore  with  gem  Proofs  and  Mint  State  examples  of  the  famous  and 
popular  1883  No  CENTS  variety,  including  an  impressive  MS-67  speci- 
men that  is  among  the  finest  certified  for  the  date.  In  fact,  gem  Proofs  and 
Mint  State  examples  of  every  date  but  1899  and  1910  are  represented  herein. 

James  Earle  Fraser’s  “Buffalo”  nickel  series  kicks  off  with  a gem  Proof 
1913  Type  1,  followed  by  gem  Matte  Proofs  of  1915  and  1916.  Uncircu- 
lated examples  of  the  Type  1 1913,  1913-D,  and  1913-S  issues  lead  the 
parade  of  Mint  State  beauties,  keeping  good  company  with  high-grade 
examples  of  1914-S  at  MS-65,  and  a great  MS-63  1918/7-D,  a well-re- 
spected rarity  in  any  grade.  Other  highlights  include  a run  ot  great  choice 
and  gem  Mint  State  dates  from  the  ‘teens  and  ‘2()s,  and  not  just  from  the 
Philadelphia  Mint!  The  1926-1)  in  MS-64  with  a decent,  above-average 
strike  is  certainly  worth  looking  into.  The  nickel  five-cents  section  termi- 


nates with  an  impressive  Proof  example  of  the  rare  1971  No  S variety,  here 
offered  in  an  outstanding  grade  of  Proof-69  Cameo  (PCGS).  Now,  that’s  2 
coin  for  the  collector  of  modern  issues  or  a devotee  of  the  current  “Set 
Registry”  popularity  scramble  if  ever  there  was  one! 


Superb  Gem  1866  With  Rays  Nickel 

Top  Population  Coin 


1418  1866  Rays.  Proof-67  Cameo  (NGC).  At  the  top  of  the  NGC 
census,  none  finer,  and  with  just  a few  peers,  this  attractive  Shield 
nickel  is  sure  to  satisfy.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  have  deep  mirror 
surfaces,  are  well  struck,  and  have  light  heather  toning.  A nicer 
Proof  would  be  difficult  to  envision. 

NGC  Census:  8;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 

Shield  nickels  were  not  introduced  until  the  summer  of  1866,  by  which 
time  many  numismatists  had  ordered  proof  sets  and  singles,  but  not  of  this  de- 
nomination. The  Mint  announced  that  Proofs  could  be  bought  singly  for  lOc 
each,  and  over  a period  of  time  some  hundreds  were  sold  in  this  manner,  but  not 
nearly  as  many  as  would  have  been  the  case  had  they  been  offered  in  January. 
Today  the  1866  shield  nickel  is  important  for  its  status  as  the  first  year  of  the 
denomination  and  also  as  the  only  collectable  Proof  issue  of  this  short-lived 
with-rays  style. 

Another  Gem  1866  Nickel 

Proof  With  Rays 


1419  1866  Rays.  Proof-65  (NGC).  Another  gem  specimen,  this  piece 

has  light  gray  and  golden  toning  on  both  sides.  The  striking  is  sharp, 
and  the  overall  aspect  is  quite  fine.  Scarce  in  any  numismatic  mar- 
ket, especially  so  in  grades  such  as  this. 
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Gem  Proof  1867  Shield  Nickel 


Second  Variety,  No  Rays 


1420  1867  No  Rays.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  An  attractive  Proof  example 
of  the  second  variety  of  the  year,  without  rays  on  the  reverse,  this 
being  the  style  usually  seen.  The  surfaces  have  lightly  mottled  gray 
toning  over  mirror  fields. 

1421  Quintette  of  Proof  nickels:  ☆ 1869  Proof-61  (NGC).  Reflec- 
tive gold  with  splashes  of  pale  sky  blue  ☆ 1883  Shield.  Proof-64 
(NGC).  Reflective  with  delicate  rose  highlights  ☆ 1897  Proof-64 
(NGC).  Reflective  fields,  lightly  frosted  devices  with  hints  ofgold 
and  gray  ☆ 1910  Proof-64  (NGC).  Deep  rich  rose  surfaces  ☆ 1911 
Proof-64  (NGC).  Reflective  with  hints  of  gray,  rose,  and  gold,  a 
planchet  flaw  is  noted  at  the  date.  (Total:  5 pieces) 


1422  1871  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A splendid  specimen  of  this  key  date,  a 
gem  Proof  with  delicate  lilac  toning  over  deep  mirror  surfaces.  All 
elements  are  well  struck.  No  matter  what  your  budget,  you  can 
say  “Have  it!”  once  you  buy  this.  You  need  never  make  an  im- 
provement. 


1423  1871  Proof-65  (NGC).  A brilliant  specimen  of  this  popular  date, 
made  even  more  so  buy  the  relative  lack  of  availability  of  Uncircu- 
lated pieces.  The  obverse  is  somewhat  lightly  struck  at  the  date, 
the  bottom  of  the  shield,  and  at  the  right,  an  interesting  situation. 
The  reverse  has  its  own  aspect  of  curiosity  with  a prominent  raised 
ridge  protruding  above  the  plane  area  at  the  lower  right  curve  of 
the  5.  Interesting,  to  say  the  least! 

Dave  Bowers  is  in  the  midst  of  a research  project  for  Whitman 
Publishing  Company,  leading  to  the  Official  Red  Book  of  United  States 
Nickel  Five  Cent  Pieces.  Work  has  been  accelerating,  and  many  spe- 
cialists have  offered  suggestions  and  opinions.  More  are  invited. 
Simply  contact  Dave  by  email  at  qdavid@anrcoins.com. 

It  is  quite  evident  that  collecting  shield  nickels  by  interesting 
varieties  is  a very  popular  pursuit.  Accordingly,  while  a collector 
of  “regular”  Proofs  might  not  find  this  particular  specimen  to  be 
his  or  her  cup  of  tea,  the  variety  collector  will  find  it  to  be  quite 
unusual,  indeed  intriguing.  Accordingly,  we  expect  a fair  amount 
of  attention  when  it  is  sold. 


1424  1873  Close  3.  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  attractive.  Deli- 
cately toned.  Sharp  features  on  both  sides. 


1425  1876  Proof-65  (NGC).  Another  lovely  Proof,  mirrorhke  surfaces 
and  frosty  devices,  graced  with  delicate  lilac  toning.  Just  right  for  a 
set  of  Proofs  by  date  sequence. 


1426  1879  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A pleasing  Proof  example  of  the  popu- 
lar 1879  date,  a year  that  is  readily  available  in  Proof  format  but 
which  is  exceedingly  rare  in  equivalent  circulation  strike  form.  The 
present  market  value  for  Proofs  is  very  low,  just  a fraction  of  what 
it  was  15  years  ago.  And  yet,  a coin  such  as  this  is  as  attractive  to 
own  as  it  ever  has  been.  Often  the  time  to  make  advantageous 
buys  is  when  the  market  is  asleep.  Consider  the  possibility. 


1427 


1879  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant,  and  beautiful  with  delicate  ton- 
ing. A very  choice  example,  “high-end”  in  popular  terminology. 


1428  1881  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  A glistening  silver  gray  speci- 
men with  attractive  golden  iridescence  on  both  sides.  Frosty  mo- 
tifs and  mirrored  fields  are  unhindered  by  hairlines  or  spotting; 
and  decidedly  choice  as  such. 


1429  Quintette  of  nickels  grading  MS-64  (NGC):  ☆ 1882.  Lustrous 
with  faint  golden  gray  mottled  toning  over  both  surtaces  ☆ 1883 
Shield.  Lustrous  with  just  a whisper  of  delicate  rose  and  gray  ☆ 
1901.  Lustrous  golden  surfaces  with  hints  of  pale  bluish  gray  ☆ 
1907.  Lustrous  silver  gray  ☆ 1911.  Deep  sunset  orange  over  lus- 
trous surfaces.  (Total:  5 pieces) 
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Impressive  Gem  Cameo  Proof  1883  Liberty  50 

No  CENTS 

None  Certified  Finer  by  PCGS 


1430  1883  No  CENTS.  Proof-67  Cameo  (PCGS).  An  extraordi- 
nary gem  of  the  highest  appeal.  The  frosted,  satiny  motifs  and 
deeply  mirrored  fields  are  a pleasing  contrast  in  gray  and  faint  rose. 
An  undeniably  beautiful  gem  that  is  tied  for  finest  certified  within 
any  designation  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  10  within  the  designation;  none  finer  within  any  Proof 
designation. 


Splendid  Cameo  Proof  1883  No  CENTS  50 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  NGC 


1431  1883  No  CENTS.  Proof-67  Cameo  (NGC).  Medium  silver  gray 
with  highly  reflective  fields  and  heavily  frosted  motifs.  Another 
superb  gem  Proof  from  the  first  year  of  the  Liberty  nickel  series, 
the  present  beauty  tied  for  finest  certified  by  NGC. 

NGC  Census:  11;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 


1432  1883  No  CENTS.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A brilliant  specimen  with 
deep  mirror  surfaces.  Light  golden  toning.  Well  struck.  A pleasing 
.specimen  of  the  great  **story  com  of  the  188()s,  the  variety  that 
launched  an  entire  generation  of  numismatists. 


Gem  Mint  State  1883  No  CENTS  50 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


(2x  photo) 


1433  1883  No  CENTS.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A sparkling  silver  gray  speci- 
men with  intense  lustre  that  supports  bold  gold  and  rose  high- 
lights. Sharply  struck  for  the  date  with  just  a touch  of  weakness  at 
certain  obverse  stars  and  near  the  bottom  of  the  reverse  wreath. 
Among  the  finest  examples  of  the  date  certified  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  14;  none  finer. 


1434  1883  With  CENTS.  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  impressive  gem  Un- 
circulated Liberty  nickel  from  the  second  design  type  of  the  year, 
this  with  CENTS  boldly  displayed  beneath  the  reverse  wreath. 
Impressive  cartwheel  lustre  sparkles  beneath  medium  golden  high- 
lights. Just  one  example  of  this  date  has  received  a finer  grade  from 
PCGS  than  the  present  gem. 

PCGS  Population:  28;  one  finer  (MS-67). 


Gem  Cameo  Proof  1884  Liberty  Nickel 


1435  1884  Proof-67  Cameo  (NGC).  Heavily  frosted  motifs  and  deeply 
mirrored  fields  form  a pleasing  golden  cameo  contrast.  The  strike 
is  sharp  and  appealing  as  should  be  expected  at  the  assigned  level. 
The  present  beauty  is  among  the  dozen  finest  Proofs  of  the  date 
certified  as  of  this  writing  by  NGC. 

NGC  Census:  10;  2 finer  within  the  designation. 
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Gem  Proof  1884  Liberty  50 

Boldly  Repunched  1 in  Date 


1436  1884  Proof-67  (NGC).  Extraordinarily  frosted  motifs  and  deeply 
mirrored  fields  form  a rich  cameo  contrast,  though  such  is  not 
noted  on  the  NGC  holder.  Pale  sky  blue  and  wisps  of  gold  en- 
hance the  overall  charm  of  this  perfectly  acceptable  gem  Proof 
Although  the  variety  is  not  noted  on  the  holder,  the  numeral  1 is 
broadly  repunched  at  the  bottom  as  often  seen  on  Proofs  of  the 
date.  Among  the  finest  Proof  examples  certified  by  NGC. 

NGC  Census:  5;  2 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-68^  finest). 


1437  1884/188  FS-013.8.  Proof-65  Cameo  (NGC).  Frosty  motifs  and 
mirrored  fields  display  a hint  of  pale  rose  and  gold  iridescence. 
Broadly  repunched  numeral  1,  here  noted  on  the  holder. 


Gem  Uncirculated  1884  Liberty  Nickel 


1438  1884  MS-66  (NGC).  A sparkling  display  of  deep  gold,  orange, 
pale  violet,  sky  blue,  and  rose  mingle  on  the  frosty  gem  surfaces  of 
this  aesthetically  appealing  Liberty  nickel.  The  strike  is  bold  and 
crisp,  with  essentially  full  design  elements  present  on  both  sides. 
A circular  obverse  die  crack  unites  most  of  the  peripheral  design 
elements,  including  nearly  all  the  stars  and  the  date  numerals.  Just 
one  Mint  State  example  of  this  fairly  elusive  date  has  been  certi- 
fied finer  by  NGC. 

NGC  Census:  10;  1 finer  (MS-67). 


Exceptionally  Lovely  Gem  Proof  1885  Liberty  50 

None  Graded  Finer  by  NGC 


1439  1885  Proof-67  Cameo  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  with  frosted 
motifs,  heavy  mirrored  fields,  and  a touch  of  pale  golden  toning 
on  both  sides.  A delightful  gem  with  all  the  physical  quality  and 
exceptional  eye  appeal  one  would  expect  from  a coin  at  the  as- 
signed grade.  No  Proof  1885  Liberty  nickel  has  been  graded  finer 
by  NGC  within  the  CAM  designation. 

NGC  Census:  7;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 


Colorful  Gem  Proof  1885  Liberty  50 


1440  1885  Proof-67  (NGC).  Bright  and  lustrous  champagne  gold  with 
deeper  golden  hues  on  both  sides.  The  devices  are  frosted  and  the 
fields  are  mirrored,  though  cameo  contrast  is  not  noted  on  the 
holder.  Just  one  Proof  of  the  date  has  been  certified  finer  than  the 
present  gem  by  NGC,  which  serves  to  highlight  the  quality  pre- 
sented here. 

NGC  Census:  15;  1 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-68). 


Lovely  Gem  Proof  1885  Liberty  Nickel 


1441  1885  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  Pale  gold  graces  the  heavily 
frosted  motifs  and  deeply  mirrored  fields  of  this  colorful  and  lovely 
gem.  Fewer  than  a half  dozen  Proof  examples  of  the  date  have  been 
certified  finer  than  the  present  gem  within  the  CAM  designation. 

PCGS  Population:  16;  5 finer  (all  Proof-67  CAM). 
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Gem  Uncirculated  1885  Liberty  Nickel 

Important  Key  Date 


1442  1885  MS-66  (NGC).  Frosty  cartwheel  lustre  supports  pale  cham- 
pagne and  rose  highlights.  Some  striking  weakness  is  noted  at  a 
few  of  the  upper  obverse  stars,  as  well  as  at  the  bow  in  the  reverse 
wreath,  not  at  all  uncommon  for  this  key  issue.  Far  and  away  the 
most  important  key  date  in  the  Liberty  nickel  series,  indeed  within 
the  entire  nickel  five-cent  series,  1866  to  present  day.  In  fact.  Proofs 
of  this  date  are  often  selected  for  inclusion  in  high-grade  Liberty 
nickel  sets  due  to  the  dynamic  rarity  of  the  date  in  gem  Mint  State. 
One  of  many  opportunities  to  be  found  within  these  pages,  one  that 
we  are  sure  will  be  focused  upon  by  more  than  one  attentive  spe- 
cialist. Finally,  we  note  that  only  two  examples  of  the  date  have 
received  a finer  Mint  State  grade  than  the  present  gem  from  NGC! 

NGC  Census:  13;  2 finer  (MS-67iJr  finest). 


Gem  Proof  1886  Liberty  5^ 


1443  1886  Proof-67  (NGC).  Intense  cartwheel  lustre  spins  broadly  on 
satiny,  frosted  motifs  and  mirrored  fields.  A warm  glaze  of  faint 
champagne  and  rose  iridescence  adds  to  the  overall  appeal.  Just 
one  Proof  example  of  the  date  has  been  certified  finer  than  the 
present  gem  and  that  “merely”  a Proof-67  coin  with  the  star 
designation.  In  short,  they  don’t  come  much  finer  than  this  one. 

NGC  Census:  16;  1 finer  (Proof-67^). 


1444 


1886  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A .satiny  golden  gray  gem  with  a whis- 
per of  faint  blue  and  rose  iridescence  on  both  sides.  Definitely  a 
gem.  Sharply  struck  and  aesthetically  appealing  at  all  levels. 


1445  1886  Proof-66  (NGC).  A splendid  specimen  with  deep  mirrored 
surfaces,  brilliant  with  delicate  toning.  Among  Philadelphia  Mint 
Liberty  nickels  of  the  1883-1912  regular  series,  the  1886  is  the 
second  most  highly  prized  (after  1885)  as  a date.  This  has  placed 
additional  market  pressure  on  the  Proofs.  Among  Proofs,  relatively 
few  can  hold  a candle  to  this  one  with  regard  to  quality. 


Choice  Uncirculated  1886  Liberty  50 


1446  1886  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sparkling  lustre  graces  satiny  pale  golden 
surfaces.  A pleasing  example  of  the  date,  one  of  the  important  keys 
in  the  Liberty  nickel  series.  Always  desirable  when  so  fine. 


Sparkling  Gem  Proof  1887  Nickel 


None  Graded  Finer  by  NGC 


1447  1887  Proof-67  (NGC).  A sparkling  gem  Proof  with  deeply  mir- 
rored fields  and  frosty  motifs  that  exhibit  sky  blue  and  pale  gold. 
Sharply  struck  and  aesthetically  appealing,  and  one  of  the  three 
finest  Proofs  of  the  date  certified  by  NGC. 

NGC  Census:  3;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 


1448  1887  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  Lightly  textured  devices  and 
deeply  mirrored  fields  exhibit  warm  champagne  iridescence.  A 
pleasing  gem,  sharp  and  appealing  in  all  manners.  PCGS  has  certi- 
fied just  one  Proof  example  of  the  date  finer  than  the  present  gem 
within  the  CAM  category. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  1 finer  (Proof-67  CAM). 
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Another  Gem  Proof  1887  Liberty  50 


1449  1887  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  Heavily  textured  and  frosted 
motifs  stand  boldly  out  from  richly  mirrored  fields.  Faint  golden 
highlights  and  intense  lustre  grace  both  sides.  A splendid  coin 
within  the  parameters  of  the  assigned  grade. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  1 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-67  CAM). 


1450  1887  MS-65  (PCGS).  Deep  golden  toning  ranges  across  the  highly 
lustrous  surfaces  of  this  flashy  gem  Liberty  nickel.  Sharply  struck 
in  all  but  a few  tiny  areas,  though  the  impression  from  the  dies  is 
finer  than  typically  seen  for  the  date.  Just  nine  have  been  certified 
finer  by  PCGS,  aU  MS-66. 

PCGS  Population:  55;  9 finer  (all  MS-66). 

1451  Group  of  NGC-certified  Liberty  nickels:  ☆ 1887  MS-63  ☆ 
1892  MS-63  ☆ 1895  MS-64  ☆ 1902  MS-64  ☆ 1903  MS-63  ☆ 
1906  MS-61  ☆ 1907  MS-64  ☆ 1911  MS-64.  All  are  lustrous  and 
attractive  with  delicate  gold,  rose,  and  pale  blue  toning,  the  ex- 
ception being  the  1911  which  displays  iridescent  rose  and  blue- 
green.  (Total:  8 pieces) 

1452  1888  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Delicate  golden  toning  over  lustrous 
surfaces.  A few  tiny  flecks.  An  exceptionally  nice  example  of  the 
issue,  with  better  eye  appeal  than  typically  seen. 


1453  1888  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A lustrous  golden  gray  gem  Proof  ex- 
ample of  the  date,  with  shades  of  rich  gold,  sky  blue,  and  rose  on 
both  sides,  just  five  have  been  certified  finer  than  the  present  speci- 
men by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  53;  5 finer  within  the  designation  (all  Proof-67). 


Splendid  Gem  Proof  1889  Liberty  50 


1454  1889  Proof-67  (NGC).  A truly  splendid  Proof  Liberty  nickel  in 
all  regards.  The  fields  are  deeply  mirrored,  the  devices  are  lightly 
frosted,  and  a pale  golden  sheen  graces  both  sides,  though  more 
evenly  and  deeply  on  the  reverse  than  the  obverse.  Just  one  Proof 
of  this  date  has  been  certified  finer  than  the  present  beauty  by 
NGC.  A sharply  struck  gem  that  will  engender  strong  bidding. 

NGC  Census:  14;  1 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-68). 


1455  1889  MS-66  (NGC).  A frosty  gem  with  strong  underlying  cart- 
wheel lustre  that  supports  splashes  of  rich  rose  and  pale  carmine 
iridescence.  Sharply  struck  with  bold,  crisp  design  details  every- 
where save  for  a touch  of  weakness  at  the  ear  of  corn  above  CE  in 
CENTS.  NGC  has  certified  just  three  examples  finer  than  the 
present  gem,  an  indication  of  the  quality  that  awaits  the  success- 
ful bidder. 

NGC  Census:  39;  3 finer  (all  MS-67). 


1456  1889  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  richly  lustrous.  Delicate 
golden  toning.  Tiny  “bright”  lamination  area  to  the  right  of  the 
date,  some  lightness  of  strike  on  the  stars  (such  matters  typically 
being  of  interest  only  to  specialists). 


1457  1889  MS-65  (NGC).  A sparkling  array  of  rainbow  iridescence 
enhances  the  frosty,  highly  lustrous  surfaces  of  this  impeccably 
appealing  gem.  Bright  golden  centers  work  their  way  outward 
through  hues  of  violet,  pale  orange,  and  heather,  coming  to  rest  in 
the  range  of  electric  blue  and  lilac.  If  you  enjoy  incredibly  toned 
19th-century  coins,  the  present  coin  is  guaranteed  to  please. 
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Superb  Gem  Cameo  Proof  1890  Liberty  50 

None  Graded  Finer  by  NGC 


1458  1890  Proof-67  Cameo  (NGC).  Faint  sky  blue  and  pale  lilac  iri- 
descence enhances  the  heavily  frosted  devices  and  deeply  mirrored 
fields  of  this  stunning  silver  gray  gem  Proof  An  exceptional  coin 
at  arm’s  length,  as  well  as  a coin  that  holds  up  favorably  under 
careful  scrutiny.  Small  wonder  the  present  beauty  is  tied  for  finest 
certified  with  the  CAMEO  designation  by  NGC! 

NGC  Census:  2;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 


Toned  Gem  Uncirculated  1890  Nickel 


1459  1890  MS-66  (NGC).  A wealth  of  golden  hues  mingle  brightly 
with  pale  rose,  sky  blue,  and  lilac  on  the  frosty  surfaces  of  this 
highly  lustrous  gem.  Only  one  has  been  certified  finer  by  NGC, 
and  that  gem  may  be  locked  away  in  a high-grade  Liberty  nickel 
set.  Bid  liberally  for  this  sharply  struck  gem  and  rest  assured  that 
you  will  be  vying  for  one  of  the  finest  1890  Liberty  nickels  cur- 
rently extant. 

NGC  Census:  12;  1 finer  (MS-67). 


Gem  Mint  State  1890  Liberty  50 


1460  1890  MS-65  (PCGS).  Deep  gold  mingles  warmly  with  faint  blue 
and  some  olive  toning  on  the  lustrous,  satiny  surfaces  of  this  at- 
tractive gem.  Nicely  struck.  Fewer  than  10  have  been  certified 

finer  than  this  gem  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  30;  8 finer  (all  MS-66). 


1461  1891  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  The  vir- 
tual definition  of  a superb  gem  Proof 


1462  1891  Proof-66  Cameo  (NGC).  A visually  stunning  gem  Proof 
of  the  date,  an  impressive  beauty  with  frosty  motifs  and  deeply 
mirrored  fields.  Faint  rose  and  even  golden  iridescence  add  to  the 
aesthetic  enjoyment  of  this  lovely  beauty.  Very  few  Proofs  of  the 
date  have  received  a finer  grade  than  the  present  coin  within  the 
CAMEO  designation  by  NGC,  and  a glance  here  will  suffice  to 
tell  why. 

NGC  Census:  15;  4 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-68  Cameo  finest). 


1463  1891  MS-66  (NGC).  A splendidly  lustrous  gem  with  satiny  sur- 
faces that  exhibit  a nuance  of  faint  gold.  Sharply  struck  and  aes- 
thetically appealing  and,  not  surprisingly,  bettered  in  the  NGC 
Census  Report  by  just  one  example  of  the  date. 

NGC  Census:  14;  1 finer  (MS-67). 


1464  1892  MS-65  (PCGS).  A glistening  pale  golden  gem  with  intense 
cartwheel  lustre  on  satiny  surfaces.  Just  a half  dozen  1892  Liberty 
nickels  have  been  certified  finer  by  PCGS,  none  above  MS-66. 
PCGS  Population:  45;  6 finer  (all  MS-66). 


1465  1893  Proof-67  (NGC).  An  impressive  Proof  of  the  date,  a coin 
that  is  tied  for  finest  certified  within  the  Proof  designation  by  NGC. 
Lightly  frosted  motifs  and  heavily  mirrored  fields  form  a modest 
cameo  contrast,  the  whole  ablaze  with  rich  gold  and  faint  olive 
highlights. 

NGC  Census:  10;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 


AMERICAN  numismatic:  RARITIES 


272 


The  Jewell  Collection 


1466  1893  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  Frosty  motifs  and  mirror  fields 
explode  with  bright,  vivid  golden  iridescence.  The  present  gem  is 
both  aesthetically  appealing  and  numerically  important,  as  it  is  one 
of  the  15  finest  Proofs  of  the  date  certified  within  the  CAM  desig- 
nation by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  8;  7 finer  within  the  designation  (all  Proof-67  CAM). 

1467  1893  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  about  as  it  appeared 
soon  after  striking,  the  only  difference  being  a few  splashes  of  natu- 
ral toning  on  the  reverse. 


Frosty  Gem  Uncirculated  1894  Liberty  50 


1468  1894  MS-66  (NGC)  . A frosty,  highly  lustrous  gem  with  rich  cart- 
wheels that  bring  faint  rose,  gold,  orange,  and  sky  blue  iridescence 
to  full  life.  Just  two  1896  Liberty  nickels  have  been  certified  finer 
than  this  lustrous  toned  gem  by  NGC,  both  MS-67. 

NGC  Census:  14;  2 finer  (both  MS-67). 


Gem  Mint  State  1896  Liberty  50 


1469  1896  MS-65  (PCGS).  A frosty  gem  with  spiraling  cartwheel  lus- 
tre that  enhances  the  pale  gold  and  faint  olive  highlights.  A few 
faint  flecks  are  noted  on  the  obverse,  none  serious  enough  to  war- 
rant individual  attention.  Just  two  have  been  certified  finer  by 
PCGS,  both  MS-66. 

PCGS  Population:  29;  2 finer  (both  MS-66). 


Extraordinary  Gem  Proof  1897  Liberty  50 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  NGC 


1470  1897  Proof-68  (NGC).  An  impressively  beautiful  gem  with  mir- 
rored fields  and  frosty  motifs.  A high  degree  oflustre  supports  faint 
gold,  pale  sky  blue,  and  impressive  silver  gray  highlights.  Simply 
superb  aesthetically  and  physically,  and  one  of  just  three  Proofs  of 
the  date  to  receive  a Proof-68  grade  from  NGC — with  no  Proofs 
graded  finer. 

NGC  Census:  3;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 


1471  1897  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  Frosty  motifs  and  heavily  mir- 
rored fields  display  faint  sky  blue  and  wisps  of  electric  gold  on 
both  sides.  A natural  planchet  crease,  as  struck,  diagonally  crinkles 
the  obverse  field  from  the  innermost  point  of  star  4 downward 
across  the  tip  of  Miss  Liberty’s  nose,  terminating  at  her  lips.  Just  a 
half  dozen  Proofs  of  the  date  have  been  certified  finer  within  the 
CAM  designation  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  20;  6 finer  within  the  designation  (all  Proof-67  CAM). 


1472  1897  MS-65  (PCGS).  A heavily  lustrous  gem  with  frosty  sur- 
faces that  display  delightful  golden  iridescence. 

1473  1898  Proof-65  Cameo  (PCGS).  A sparkling  cameo  gem  with 
frosty  motifs,  deeply  mirrored  fields,  and  lively  golden  iridescence 
on  both  sides.  Aesthetically  choice  for  the  assigned  grade. 


1474  Pair  of  Liberty  nickels  grading  Proof-65  (NGC):  ☆ 1898. 
Reflective  with  iridescent  rose  and  pale  blue  highlights  ☆ 1912. 
Reflective  with  splashes  of  pale  golden  orange.  (Total:  2 pieces) 
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1475  1898  MS-66  (NGC).  Sparkling  golden  surfaces  exhibit  intense 
cartwheel  lustre.  An  enticing  gem  of  the  finest  order,  a beauty  that 
has  been  bettered  in  the  NGC  Census  Report  by  just  one  example 
of  the  date,  that  solitary  specimen  called  MS-67.  Lovely! 

NGC  Census;  15;  1 finer  (MS-67). 


Splendid  Gem  Proof  1900  Liberty  5^ 


1476  1900  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Wisps  of  faint  sky  blue  iridescence  grace 
frosted  motifs  and  deeply  mirrored  fields,  presenting  a modest 
cameo  effect.  Just  one  Proof  of  the  date  has  been  certified  finer 
by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  13;  1 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-68). 


1477  1900  Proof-67  (NGC).  A stunning  gem  Proof  of  the  date,  tied 
for  finest  certified  within  the  Proof  designation  by  NGC.  The 
devices  are  heavily  frosted  and  the  fields  are  deeply  mirrored,  al- 
though such  is  not  noted  on  the  NGC  holder.  Warm  golden  iri- 
descence seemingly  explodes  with  the  aid  of  the  intense  cartwheel 
lustre  beneath.  If  you  are  looking  for  a piece  that  is  among  the 
finest  known,  you  might  set  your  sights  on  the  present  gem. 

NGC  Census:  25;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 


1478  1900  Proof-66  (NGC).  Light  golden  and  gray  toning  over  well- 
struck  surfaces.  Last  year  of  the  19th  century  if  you  are  a math- 
ematician, or  the  first  year  of  the  20th  century  if  you  think  like 
most  of  the  population. 


Exemplary  Uncirculated  1900  Liberty  Nickel 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


1479  1900  MS-67  (PCGS).  A frosty  pale  golden  gem,  a coin  that  is 
superbly  struck  and  blessed  with  the  aesthetic  appeal  one  would 
expect  from  a coin  that  stakes  a claim  to  “finest  known”  honors.  If 
superb  Liberty  nickels  are  your  cup  of  tea,  you  probably  need  look 
no  further  than  the  currently  offered  gem.  PCGS  has  not  graded  a 
finer  example  of  the  date,  an  insight  into  the  quality  offered  here. 
PCGS  Population:  5;  none  finer. 

Richly  Toned  Gem  Proof  1901  Nickel 

None  Certified  Finer  by  PCGS 


1480  1901  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Lustrous  steel  gray  centers  blend  out- 
ward to  intense  bursts  of  yellow,  gold,  orange,  and  green  at  the 
rims.  Some  modest  cameo  effect  is  noted,  though  this  is  not  men- 
tioned on  the  holder.  No  finer  Proof  of  this  date  has  been  seen  as 
of  this  writing  by  PCGS.  For  those  who  enjoy  vivid  toning,  the 
present  coin  presents  a grand  opportunity. 

PCGS  Population:  20;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 

1481  1901  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A lovely  example,  well  struck,  with  frosty' 
cameo  contrast  against  mirrored  surfaces  with  delicate  blue  ton- 
ing. About  as  nice  as  we  have  ever  seen. 

1482  1901  Proof-66  (NGC).  A lovely  Proof  with  lovely  light  golden  ton- 
ing on  both  sides.  Nicely  struck.  The  market  on  Proof  Liberty  nickels 
is  either  drowsy  or  completely  asleep.  Whatever  the  reason,  the  prices 
for  choice  and  gem  pieces  are  tiny  fractions  of  what  they  were  in  1989 
and  1990.  Quick,  while  no  one  is  looking:  start  on  a set! 


1483  1902  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  A sparkling  gem  cameo  Proof 
with  frosty  motifs  and  mirrored  fields  that  display  intense  lustre 
with  a whisper  of  gold  at  the  rims.  A pleasing  example  of  a date 
that  is  only  infrequently  found  with  cameo  contrast.  Indeed,  the 
present  coin  is  among  the  nine  finest  examples  to  receive  a CAM 
designation  from  PCGS. 

PCG.S  Population:  4;  5 finer  within  the  designation  (all  IVool-i  ' v AM 
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1484  1902  MS-66  (PCGS).  A frosty  gem  with  intense  cartwheel  lustre 
that  supports  a wealth  of  rich  gold,  sky  blue,  and  violet  irides- 
cence. Nicely  struck  in  all  areas  which  adds  to  the  charm  and  de- 
sirability. Just  three  1902  Liberty  nickels  have  received  finer  grades 
from  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  29;  3 finer  (all  MS-67). 


1485 


1903  Proof-67  (NGC).  A glittering  silver  gray  gem  with  wisps  of 
olive,  gold,  and  faint  sky  blue  on  both  sides.  Some  frosty  nature  is 
noted  on  the  motifs,  and  the  fields  are  deeply  reflective.  Just  a half 
dozen  Proofs  of  the  date  have  been  certified  finer  by  NGC. 

NGC  Census;  28;  6 finer  within  the  designation  (all  Proof-68). 


1486  1903  Reverse  rotated  360°.  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  Lus- 
trous steel  gray  with  frosted  motifs  and  mirror  fields  that  display  a 
nuance  of  faint  champagne.  An  interesting  coin  in  that  the  reverse 
die  is  rotated  at  360°  or  “medal”  turn,  as  opposed  to  the  usual  180° 
die  alignment  seen  on  virtually  every  U.S.  coin.  Fewer  than  10 
Proofs  of  the  date  have  been  certified  finer  within  the  CAM  cat- 
egory by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  19;  7 finer  (all  Proof-67  CAM). 


Colorful  Gem  Proof  1905  Liberty  Nickel 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  NGC 


1489  1905  Proof-68  (NGC).  A veritable  rainbow  of  iridescent  toning 
graces  the  modestly  frosted  motifs  and  deeply  mirrored  fields  of 
this  aesthetically  appealing  gem.  Pale  pastel  gold,  carmine,  rose, 
baby  blue,  and  orange  are  but  some  of  the  lovely  hues  present. 
This  exciting  gem  Proof  1905  nickel  is  one  ofjust  two  caUed  Proof- 
68  by  NGC,  with  no  Proofs  graded  finer  within  any  designation  by 
that  firm. 

NGC  Census:  2;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 


Exemplary  Gem  Proof  1905  Liberty  50 


1490  1905  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Bursts  offaint  electric  blue  and  rich  rose 
grace  the  satiny  gray  surfaces.  The  motifs  are  lightly  frosted  and 
the  fields  are  deeply  mirrored,  adding  greatly  to  the  overall  appeal. 
It  is  worth  noting  here  that  just  one  Proof  of  the  date  has  been 
certified  finer  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  9;  1 finer  within  any  designation  (Proof-68). 


1487  1904  Proof-66  (NGC).  Medium  golden  and  iridescent  toning 
on  the  obverse.  Light  gray  toning  on  the  reverse.  Proofs  of  this  era 
have  average  mintages  significantly  below  those  of  the  previous 
two  decades. 


Lustrous  Gem  Uncirculated  1904  Nickel 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


1488  1904  MS-66  (PCGS).  A high  degree  oflustre  cascades  across  sat- 
iny, pale  golden  surfaces.  Splashes  of  rich  rose  iridescence  grace 
both  sides,  serving  to  highlight  the  bold,  crisp  strike.  No  1904 
Liberty  nickel  has  been  certified  finer  than  the  present  gem  by 
PCCiS. 

PCGS  Population:  36;  none  finer. 


1491  1905  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Bright  and  glittering  silver  surfaces  with 
just  a dusting  of  frost  on  the  central  motifs. 


1492  1905  MS-66  (PCGS).  A blazing  Mint  State  gem  with  intense 
lustre  and  rich  golden  highlights.  A lovely  coin,  tied  for  finest 
graded  of  the  date  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  49;  none  finer. 
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Gem  Cameo  Proof  1906  Liberty  50 


1493  1906  Proof-67  Cameo  (PCGS).  Frosted  motifs  and  mirror  fields 
display  faint  rose,  gold,  and  sky  blue  iridescence.  A lovely  coin  for 
the  assigned  grade,  one  that  has  been  bettered  in  the  PCGS  Popu- 
lation Report  by  just  one  specimen  in  the  CAM  designation. 

PCGS  Population:  12;  1 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-68  CAM). 


1494  1906  MS-65  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  lustrous  with  a whisper  of  pale 
gold.  Just  a half  dozen  have  been  certified  finer  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  69;  6 finer  (MS-66). 


1495  1907  MS-65  (PCGS).  Satiny  and  lustrous  with  faint  champagne 
toning  on  both  sides. 


1496  1908  MS-65  (NGC).  Bright  and  lustrous  with  warm  olive  gold 
highlights.  Just  a half  dozen  have  been  graded  finer  than  the  present 
coin  by  NGC. 

NGC  Census:  48;  6 finer  (MS-67  finest). 

Impressive  Gem  Proof  1909  Nickel 

None  Certified  Finer  by  NGC 


1497  1909  Proof-68  (NGC).  Frosty  motifs  and  deeply  mirrored  fields 
display  warm,  intermittent  splashes  of  gold,  violet,  sky  blue,  and 
rose.  An  impressive  gem,  one  ofjust  a half  dozen  called  Proot-68 
by  NGC,  with  none  higher  within  any  Proof  designation. 


Splendid  Gem  Uncirculated  1909  Nickel 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


1498  1909  MS-66  (PCGS).  A high  degree  of  lustre  explodes  beneath 
splashes  of  faint  violet,  rose,  sky  blue,  and  lively  gold  highlights. 
No  finer  1909  Liberty  nickel  has  been  certified  to  date  by  PCGS. 
PCGS  Population:  12;  none  finer. 


1499  1909  MS-65  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  rich  orange,  gold, 
and  faint  sky  blue  toning  on  both  sides.  A delightful  gem  in  all 
regards;  even  the  strike  is  bold  and  unyielding. 


1500  1911  MS-66  (PCGS).  Strong  cartwheel  lustre  beneath  faint  olive 
gold  highlights.  One  of  two  dozen  examples  of  the  date  called  MS- 
66  by  PCGS,  with  just  one  graded  finer. 

PCGS  Population:  24;  1 finer  (MS-67). 


1501  1911  MS-66  (NGC).  Deep  gold  and  lilac  highlights  on  highly 
lustrous  surfaces.  Only  one  1911  Liberty  nickel  has  been  certified 
finer  by  NGC. 

NGC  Census:  25;  1 finer  (MS-67). 

1502  1911  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  satiny  lustre.  Well  struck 
(which  is  not  always  the  case).  Delicate  blue  toning.  Certainly  an 
attraction. 


1503  1912  MS-65  (PCGS).  Impressive  cartwheel  lustre  spins  broadly 
beneath  rich  gold  toning  highlights,  with  a hint  of  faint  sky  blue 
gathered  at  the  rims.  Only  a dozen  have  been  certified  finer  than 
the  present  gem  by  PCGS,  all  MS-66. 


N(;C  Census:  6;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 
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1506  1913  Type  1.  Proof-68  (ANACS).  A deeply  toned  example, 
mottled  magenta,  gray,  and  iridescent,  of  this  matte  Proof  issue. 
This  ranks  as  among  the  highest  number  given  by  any  of  the  three 
longest-standing  grading  services. 

ANACS  Population:  2;  none  finer. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer. 

.NCfC:  Census:  1;  I finer  (Proof-6S*) 


Appealing  1912-D  Liberty  Nickel 
Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


Superb  Gem  1913-S  Buffalo  Nickel 
Type  I 

None  Finer  Graded 


1505  1912-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sparkling  lustre  beckons  broadly  beneath 
swirling  pale  gold,  rose,  and  sky  blue  iridescence.  An  impressive 
gem  example,  sharply  struck  and  aesthetically  appealing.  Fewer  than 
10  have  received  higher  grades  than  the  present  gem  from  PCGS. 
PCGS  Population:  58;  8 finer  (all  MS-66). 

Superb  Gem  Proof  1913  Buffalo  Nickel 
Gem  Matte  Proof,  Type  I 


(2x  photo) 

1509  1913-S  Type  1.  MS-67  (NGC).  A superb  specimen,  this  MS-67 
rates  at  the  top  of  the  NGC  evaluation,  with  none  finer  certified 
by  that  service.  The  coin  has  intense  iridescent  toning  on  both 
sides,  predominantly  gold,  with  enough  splashes  of  iridescence  to 
excite  those  who  enjoy  vivid  toning  (often  a subject  of  discussion 
on  the  Internet).  A simply  splendid  coin  for  the  aficionado  ofhigh- 
grade  examples. 

NGC  Census:  11;  none  finer. 


1504  1912-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Broadly  sweeping  cartwheel  lustre  sup- 
ports bright  gold,  rose,  and  faint  sky  blue  toning  on  both  sides.  A 
pleasing  gem  example  from  the  first  year  of  branch  mint  coinage 
within  the  denomination.  No  finer  specimen  of  the  date  has  been 
certified  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  21;  none  finer. 


Gem  Mint  State  1912-S  Liberty  50 


1507  1913  Type  I.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A condition  rarity  example  of  an 
otherwise  common  coin.  The  present  piece  is  sharply  struck,  highly 
lustrous,  and  has  delicate  golden  toning — several  nice  characteris- 
tics wrapped  up  in  this  single  specimen. 


1508  1913-D  Type  I.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  somewhat  sat- 
iny lustre,  not  far  removed  from  a Matte  Proof  finish,  but  pro- 
duced as  a circulation  strike.  Well  struck.  A splendid  example  for 
the  date  and  mintmark  specialist,  or  for  something  a bit  extra  be- 
yond the  readily  available  Philadelphia  issue  for  inclusion  in  a type 
set  to  illustrate  the  first  and  only  year  of  this  design,  with  the  bison 
on  a mound  on  the  reverse. 
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Condition  Census  1913  Nickel 
Buffalo,  Type  II 


1510  1913  Type  II.  MS-67  (NGC).  This  example,  ranking  high  among 
those  certified  by  NGC,  is  another  piece  that  will  be  front  row 
center  for  the  aficionado  of  vivid  toning — in  this  instance  a veri- 
table palette  ot  colors  nicely  blended  over  lustrous,  silvery  surfaces. 
The  striking  of  the  details  is  excellent  as  well,  not  factored  into 
certification  but  certainly  adding  value,  in  our  opinion. 

NGC  Census;  5;  1 finer  (MS-67i^). 


Gem  1914-S  Nickel 


1511  1914-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  delicate  golden  toning. 
Some  hints  of  iridescence  are  on  the  reverse.  Somewhat  better  than 
the  typical  strike  normally  encountered  for  1914-S.  Buffalo  nick- 
els are  an  intensely  popular  series,  and  American  Numismatic 
Rarities  has  been  a focal  point  for  acquiring  choice  pieces,  a nice 
selection  of  which  is  in  the  present  catalogue. 


1512  1914-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  gold  and  iridescent  toning  over 
highly  lustrous  surfaces.  A significantly  better  than  usual  strike, 
this  piece  can  be  called  a “high  end”  1914-S.  We  rather  suspect 
that  the  elements  of  striking  on  “Buffilo”  nickels,  now  ignored  by 
the  grading  services,  will  come  into  locus.  Dave  Bowers  has  pro- 
posed the  designation  “FD,”  for  “full  details  on  this  and  certain 
other  issues,  an  idea  that  has  been  seconded  by  Bill  Fivaz,  a well- 
known  student  of  die  varieties  and  technicalities.  Certainly,  the 
use  of  numbers  alone  seems  to  be  woefully  inadequate  for  con- 
noisseurs and  advanced  specialists. 


Superb  Gem  Matte  Proof  1915  Nickel 


1513  1915  Proof-66  (NGC).  Silvery  matte  Froof  surfaces  with  a hint 
ot  toning.  Needle-sharp  strike,  as  is  characteristic  ofjust  about  all 
matte  Proofs  we  have  ever  seen,  but  elusive  among  circulation 
strikes.  If  you  would  like  to  know  what  the  Indian  chief  and  bison 
really  look  like,  study  this  piece  carefully. 


Superb  Gem  Proof  1916  Nickel 


1514  1916  Matte  Proof-67  (PCGS).  A superb  specimen,  well  struck, 
with  matte  surfaces  delicately  overlaid  with  a whisper  of  blue  and 
iridescent  toning.  The  present  piece  wall  play  to  many  interested 
bidders.  Those  who  enjoy  the  crossover  game,  or  resubmitting, 
might  want  to  pay  particular  attention,  for  it  would  be  difficult  to 
envision  that  any  of  the  several  pieces  graded  a notch  higher,  at 
Proof-68,  are  any  finer  than  the  specimen  offered  here. 


1515  1917  MS-66  (PCGS).  Blazing  cartw'heel  lustre  and  a touch  of 
pale  rose  enliven  the  surfaces  of  this  sparkling  gem  Buffalo  nickel. 
Nicely  struck  with  nearly  full  design  details  in  all  quarters.  Only  a 
dozen  1917  Buffalo  nickels  have  received  finer  grades  than  the 
present  beautiful  gem  from  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  100;  12  finer  (MS-68  finest). 


1516  1917-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Iridescent  gray  and  magenta  toning  on 
the  obverse,  gray,  gold,  and  blue  on  the  reverse,  over  lustrous  sur- 
faces. Significantly  better  than  usual  strike,  with  much  of  the  llir 
on  the  buffalo’s  liead  visible. 
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1517  1918  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  fairly  well  struck.  A 
beautiful  example  with  delicate  golden  toning,  a piece  that  merits 
a higher  than  usual  bid  for  a coin  designated  at  the  MS-65  level. 


Important  Choice  Uncirculated 
1918/7-D  Buffalo  50 

A Highly  Prized  Overdate 


1518  1918/7-D  FS-016.5.  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  golden  gray  with 
rich  rose  iridescent  highlights  adding  immeasurably  to  the  overall 
appeal.  Nicely  struck  for  the  variety  wdth  strong  design  details, 
especially  at  the  bison’s  head  and  shoulder — not  fully  struck  but 
with  enough  detail  present  to  w'arrant  our  special  attention.  Easily 
one  of  the  most  important  and  desirable  overdates  of  the  20th  cen- 
tury, and  certainly  one  of  the  most  desirable  key  issues  in  the  Buf- 
falo nickel  series.  The  population  of  this  important  overdate  drops 
dramatically  at  MS-63  or  finer;  indeed  fewer  than  30  have  received 
grades  of  MS-63  (as  here)  or  finer  from  NGC.  Spirited  bidding 
will  undoubtedly  be  the  order  of  the  day  when  this  rarity  crosses 
the  auction  block. 

NGC  Census:  12;  15  finer  (MS-65  finest). 


Lustrous  MS-64  1918-S  Buffalo  Nickel 

PCGS  “Mint  Error”  Holder 


bison’s  midsection  on  the  reverse;  it  is  neither  deep  nor  overly 
intrusive  where  the  beauty  of  the  coin  is  concerned.  A touch  of 
weakness  at  the  very  bottom  of  the  bison’s  shoulder  pelt  is  seen, 
though  the  overall  strike  is  finer  than  usually  encountered  for  the 
date.  All  in  all,  a truly  nice  1918-S  Buffalo  nickel. 


1520  1919  MS-66  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  rich  golden  tones  at 
the  rims.  A sparkling  gem  of  the  finest  order — well,  nearly  so,  as 
PCGS  has  certified  a half  dozen  examples  of  the  date  finer  than 
the  present  lovely  specimen,  all  of  which  are  a solitary  grading  point 
finer  than  this  coin.  Even  so,  this  beauty  would  probably  give  any 
other  example  of  the  date  a “run  for  the  money,”  as  they  say,  where 
overall  eye  appeal  is  concerned. 

PCGS  Population:  92;  6 finer  (all  MS-67). 


Elusive  Mint  State  1919-D  Nickel 


1521  1919-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Medium  gray  golden  toning  with  some 
splashes  of  iridescence.  Significantly  better  than  average  strike,  an 
extremely  important  consideration  in  our  opinion,  but  one  that  is 
generally  overlooked  by  buyers  (this  may  change).  A nice  example 
at  the  assigned  grade  level  of  this  popular  Denver  variety. 


Choice  Mint  State  1920-S  Nickel 


1522  1920-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  silver  surfaces,  lustrous.  Typical 
strike  for  the  1920-S,  this  being  true  of  nearly  all  other  specimens 
in  the  market,  and  not  noticed  at  all  by  the  certification  services. 
On  the  present  piece  the  obverse  is  sharper  than  the  reverse.  Choice 
Mint  State  1920-S  Buffalo  nickels  are  relatively  scarce. 


1519  1918-S  “Minor  Laminated  Reverse.”  MS-64  (PCGS).  “Mint 
Error”  marked  on  PCGS  holder.  A satiny  and  lustrous  choice  Mint 
State  example  of  this  popular  early  branch  mint  issue.  A minor 
shallow  planchet  lamination,  as  struck,  runs  diagonally  across  the 
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Pleasing  1923 -S  Buffalo  Nickel 

Lustrous  Mint  State 


1523  1923-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning  over  lustrous  sur- 
faces— an  attractive  example  of  this  key  San  Francisco  issue.  About 
typical  strike  with  some  lightness  of  the  features.  Significantly  above 
average  in  eye  appeal  for  this  grade. 


Choice  Uncirculated  1925-S  Buffalo  5^ 


1524  1923-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Richly  lustrous  with  light  gray  and  gold 
toning.  Typical  strike  for  1923-S,  an  aspect  ignored  by  certifica- 
tion services  and  the  majority  of  buyers,  but  noted  by  us  for  those 
who  find  it  relevant.  The  1923-S,  far  from  being  a condition  rar- 
ity, is  basically  elusive  in  just  about  all  grades,  and  pieces  such  as  in 
VF  and  EF  command  a significant  premium. 


Golden  Toned  1925  Buffalo  Nickel 


1525  1925  MS-66  (PCGS).  A splendid  example,  brilliant  with  light 
golden  toning.  About  typically  struck  on  the  obverse,  with  some 
lightness  at  the  center,  and  on  the  reverse  there  is  exceptional  de- 
tail to  the  bison. 


1526  1925  MS-65  (PCGS).  BriUiant  silvery  surfaces  are  richly  and  deeply 
lustrous.  Delicate  toning,  primarily  blue  but  with  some  magenta. 
Pretty  as  a picture,  indeed  absolutely  gorgeous. 


1528  1925-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  and  lustrous  silver  gray  with  warm 
golden  overtones.  The  Lange  reference  calls  this  date  “one  of  the 
most  poorly  struck  dates  in  the  series,”  ranking  it  with  the  1919-D, 
1919-S,  1920-S,  1925-D,and  1926-S  where  softness  of  strike  is  con- 
cerned. The  present  coin,  while  not  “sharp”  in  the  classic  sense,  is 
still  considerably  sharper  than  is  t^^pically  found  for  the  date,  with  a 
generous  outline  to  the  head  and  shoulder  details  of  the  reverse  bi- 
son. Add  a goodly  dose  of  eye  appeal  to  the  mix  and  the  present  coin 
becomes  a lovely  and  desirable  example  of  the  date. 


No  Finer  1926  50  Graded 


1529  1926  MS-67  (PCGS).  Standing  at  the  top  of  the  PCGS  roster,  no 
finer  grade  than  this  has  been  seen  for  1926.  Beyond  that,  the  strik- 
ing is  superb,  with  full  details  of  the  buffalo,  and  everything  else 
desirable.  In  fact,  the  piece  is  incredible.  While  this  is  not  a rare 
date,  the  striking  sharpness  and  beauty  would  be  difficult  to  surpass. 


Iridescent  1925-D  Nickel 

Choice  Mint  State 


1527  1925-D  MS-64  (NGC).  The  word  iridescent  is  the  description  for 
this  piece,  displaying  silver  gray  and  magenta  tones  over  rich  lus- 
trous surfaces. 


1530  1926  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  golden  and  blue  toning  over  well- 
struck  and  deeply  lustrous  surfaces — a very  special  piece  from  the 
standpoint  of  overall  quality,  and  not  just  the  grading  number. 
Connoisseurs  can  take  it  from  here! 


Lustrous  Mint  State  1926-D  Nickel 


1531 


1926-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  attractive,  lustrous  example  of  this 
curious  issue,  one  that  is  often  found  very  poorly  struck,  indeed 
flat,  but  which  in  the  present  instance  is  significantly  above  aver- 
age. Within  the  MS-64  category,  and  adding  sharpness  of  strike, 
this  is  one  of  the  nicest  to  come  under  our  view  in  recent  times. 
Worthy  of  far  more  than  just  a “regular”  MS-64  price. 
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Pleasing  1926-S  Nickel 


1532  1926-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Although  this  is  graded  “only”  AU,  it  is 
quite  pleasing  in  overall  appearance,  possesses  much  original  lustre, 
and  will  be  a great  attraction  for  someone  wanting  a desirable  speci- 
men but  who  does  not  want  to  pay  significantly  more  for  a coin  in 
Mint  State.  Among  circulated  Buffalo  nickels  this  is  one  of  the  keys 
to  the  series,  as  a quick  glance  at  Guide  Bock  prices  will  reveal. 


Lustrous  1927-S  Nickel 

Exceptional  Eye  Appeal 


1533  1927-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A brilliant,  lustrous  example  of  the  rare 
1927-S,  a variety  that  is  rare  two  ways:  in  high  grades  as  well  as  a 
basic  date  and  mint.  The  demand  for  choice  “Buffalo”  nickels  is 
never  ending,  and  high  on  the  list  of  desired  pieces  is  the  key  1927- 
S.  The  certification  figures  no  doubt  include  many  resubmissions, 
this  being  generally  true  of  other  Buffalo  nickels  with  high  market 
values,  as  often  a small  difference  in  grade  can  mean  a big  differ- 
ence in  price.  The  present  piece  is  brilliant  and  lustrous  with  light 
golden  toning,  above  average  in  strike,  and  with  magnificent  eye 
appeal.  Within  the  designated  grade  it  is  certainly  one  of  the  finest 
you  will  ever  see. 


Lovely  and  Scarce  1927-S  Nickel 


Important  1927-S  Nickel 

Choice  Mint  State 


1535  1927-S  MS-64  (NGC).  A lovely  specimen  of  the  key  1927-S. 
Mostly  light  golden  toning  with  some  splashes  of  iridescence,  par- 
ticularly in  the  fields.  Somewhat  above  average  in  striking,  a con- 
sideration which  should  be  important  but  for  some  buyers  is  not. 
A thoroughly  satisfying  example  at  the  assigned  grade  level.  More- 
over, the  1927-S  is  basically  scarce  in  all  grades,  not  just  as  a condi- 
tion rarity. 

From  the  Richmond  Collection. 

1536  1928  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a whisper  of 
gold  toning.  Fairly  well  struck.  Another  Buffalo  nickel  of  win- 
ning quality. 


1537  1928-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  magenta  and  primatily  gold  ton- 
ing over  silvery  lustrous  surfaces.  Typical  strike. 


Among  Finest  1929-D  Nickel 


1538  1929-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning  with  some  irides- 
cence over  highly  lustrous  surfaces.  A fairly  good  strike,  notably 
so,  with  excellent  detail  on  the  fur  on  the  buffalo’s  head,  other  fur 
areas,  and  just  about  everywhere  else  except  at  the  very  centers 
(above  the  braid  on  the  obverse  and  the  leg  shank  on  the  reverse). 
Very  appeahng  from  a visual  viewpoint. 


1534  1927-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  and  iridescent  toning  over 
silvery  lustrous  surfaces.  Somewhat  above  average  in  strike,  but 
light  in  areas,  this  being  typical  for  1927-S.  A key  variety  in  all 
grade  levels. 
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Exquisite  1929-S  Nickel 


1539  1929-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  above  average  in 
striking  quality,  this  coin  will  play  to  a wide  bidding  audience. 
Not  rare  in  lower  grades,  though  somewhat  elusive  so  in  the  qual- 
ity presented  here. 

1540  1935-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Slightly  above  average  strike  on  the  ob- 
verse, very  sharp  strike  on  the  reverse,  these  characteristics  being 
worthy  of  special  notice.  Surfaces  are  brilliant  and  highly  lustrous, 
the  frost  being  deep.  A very  attractive  1935-S. 


Gem  Uncirculated  1936  Doubled  Die  Obverse  50 

Among  Three  Finest  Graded  by  NGC 


1541  1936  FS-018.7.  Doubled  Die  Obverse.  MS-65  (NGC).  Ex- 
plosive cartwheel  lustre  enhances  the  pale  champagne  iridescence 
on  this  satiny  gem  Buffalo  nickel.  Doubled  Die  details  plainest  at 
date  numerals.  One  of  just  three  examples  of  the  variety  cahed 
MS-65  or  finer  by  NGC,  with  the  one  finer  specimen  called  MS- 
66  by  that  firm.  A lovely  gem  example  of  a variety  that  has  only 
begun  to  come  into  its  own  within  the  Buffalo  nickel  series,  and 
those  collectors  who  bid  strongly  on  this  piece  will  be  a step  ahead 
of  the  crowd  when  this  scarce  variety  receives  its  full  due  from  the 
numismatic  community. 

NGC  Census:  2;  1 finer  (MS-66). 


1542 


1936  FS-018.7.  Doubled  Die  Obverse.  MS-64  (NGC).  A spar- 
kling pale  golden  example  of  this  popular  Doubled  Die  Obverse 
variety,  a coin  that  is  undeniably  pleasing  for  the  assigned  grade. 
Indeed,  the  present  lustrous,  frosty  specimen  is  among  the  10  fin- 
est examples  of  the  variety  certified  by  NGC. 

NGC  Census:  7;  3 finer  {MS-66  finest). 

This  coin  was  originally  in  an  ANACS  holder,  also  called  MS-64  by  that 
firm;  the  former  holder  accompanies  this  lot. 


Superb  Gem  Proof  1937  Nickel 


1543  1937  Proof-68  (NGC).  Brihiant  and  beautiful.  A coin  that  chal- 
lenges perfection. 

Proof  “Buffalo”  nickels  were  produced  in  two  formats.  Matte  style  from 
1913-1916  inclusive,  the  1916  being  the  far  and  away  the  rarest  in  the  earlier 
dates  (check  the  beautiful  piece  we  offer  here).  The  second  style  was  brief,  1936 
and  1937  only.  Some  of  1936  were  satiny,  not  mirrorlike.  All  of  1937  had  deep 
mirror  fields  as  here. 


Superb  Gem  Proof  1937  Nickel 


1544  1937  Proof-67  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen  with  mirrorlike  fields. 
Delicate  blue  toning.  Well  struck.  A coin  that  combines  excep- 
tionally high  numerical  grade  with  superb  eye  appeal,  creating  a 
winner  in  every  respect. 

1545  1937  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  silvery  blue  lustre,  delicate. 
Above  average  in  strike.  An  exceptional  example  of  this  otherwise 
common  date. 


Choice  1937-D  3-Legged  Nickel 


1546  1937-D  3-Legged.  MS-64  (NGC).  A lovely  specimen,  highly 
lustrous,  with  medium  golden  toning  on  obverse  and  reverse.  The 
missing  leg  feature  is  very  noticeable,  as  usual.  Other  features  arc 
fairly  well  struck.  Whenever  we  offer  this  variety  in  our  sales,  it 
attracts  much  attention.  The  especially  high  grade  of  this  piece  is 
worth  extra  notice. 
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1547  1937-D  3-Legged.  F-t5  (PCGS).  A lovely  example  with  light, 
even  wear.  Medium  gray  surfaces. 

Superb  Gem  1938-D/S  “Overmintmark” 


1548  1938-D/S  Buffalo.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 
light  golden  toning.  A splendid  specimen  of  this  exceedingly  popu- 
lar coin,  a sensation  when  the  first  example  was  reported  in  the 
1960s,  and  since  then  a staple  in  the  market  as  more  have  been 
di.scovered. 

1549  1938-D/S  Buffalo.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A sparkling,  satiny  beauty  with 
intense  lustre  that  supports  pale  rose  and  lilac  iridescence.  Abso- 
lutely choice  for  the  grade. 


HALF  DIMES 

Imagine,  if  you  will,  a near-flawless  AU-58  1792  half  disme,  a coin 
which  numismatic  legend  and  lore,  but  not  truth,  states  that  it  was  coined 
from  George  Washington’s  discarded  silverware,  perhaps  with  Martha  as 
the  model.  However,  the  true  story,  or  at  least  closer  to  the  truth,  is  given 
in  our  listing,  building  upon  modern  scholarship.  Then  follow  other  high- 
lights, including  a Mint  State-64  1795  LM-5,  a Rarity-6  variety,  a Mint 
State-61  1796  “LIKERTY”  variety,  and  a MS-60  1796/5. 

A grand  offering  of  gem  quality  Capped  Bust  half  dimes  is  offered 
here  as  well,  including  a Proof-64  1832,  LM-6.  Liberty  Seated  issues 
include  an  impressive  run  of  gem  Proofs  from  the  1860s,  along  with  sev- 
eral Mint  State  rarities  that  include  a Mint  State-65  1868-S.  Regardless 
of  whether  your  interest  in  half  dimes  starts  at  1792  or  focuses  on  Liberty 
Seated  coins — or  any  type  in  between — we  present  a varied  selection  of 
half  dimes  that  will  prove  of  great  interest  to  a wide  cross-section  of  en- 
thusiasts. All  half  dime  photographis  are  2x. 


Proof  1971  Nickel  Without  S 


A Modern  Rarity 


(2x  photo) 


1550  1971  No  S.  Proof-69  Cameo  (PCGS).  Every  once  in  a while  a 
mistake  is  made  at  one  or  another  of  the  mints,  and  among  the 
most  famous  is  the  variety  offered  here.  Intended  to  be  a 197 1-S 
Proof,  this  coin  was  struck  from  a die  pair  lacking  the  all  impor- 
tant mintmark.  The  quality  is  a nice  as  can  be.  Brilliant,  beautiful, 
and  well  worth  owning. 

PCGS  Population:  7;  none  finer. 

It  i.s  estimated  that  just  1,655  such  pieces  were  made  (see  A Guide  Book  of 
United  States  Coins,  5Hth  edition,  page  75).  Such  a number  is  very  .small  in  rela- 
tion to  the  demand  for  modern  Proof  coins. 
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Exceptional  1792  Half  Disme 
An  All-Time  Classic 
Choice  AU-58  (PCGS) 


1551  1792  Judd-7,  Logan  McCloskey-1.  Rarity-4.  AU-58 
(PCGS).  A beautiful  example  of  the  nation’s  first  officially  au- 
thorized silver  coin,  an  issue  whose  story  famously  includes  both 
Washington  and  Jefferson  and  whose  popularity  never  ebbs  or 
ceases.  Deep  pewter  gray  with  lovely  toning  showing  subtle  high- 
lights of  gold  and  pale  blue  in  the  fields.  Glossy  overall,  a bit 
reflective  in  the  fields,  and  free  of  major  problems — a thin  hair- 
line crosses  Liberty’s  lips  and  an  old  toned-over  scrape  runs  par- 
allel to  her  hair  line  at  the  back  of  her  profile.  Some  short  parallel 
adjustment  marks  are  present  at  the  back  of  Liberty’s  jaw  at  dead- 
center  obverse,  and  reverse  adjustments  barely  affect  the  center 
of  the  eagle  and  the  top  of  the  letter  M in  DISME.  It  is  remark- 
able that  a group  of  workmen,  so  inexperienced  in  producing 


precious  metal  coinage  to  a specified  weight  standard,  could  pro- 
duce both  planchets  and  finished  coins  of  such  high  quality — 
compare  this  piece  to  some  world  issues  from  mints  hundreds  of 
years  old  and  the  quality  becomes  clear.  Details  like  the  hair,  den- 
tils, and  wing  feathers  are  nicely  defined.  This  piece  has  superior 
eye  appeal  (and  a trivial  3-point  sharpness  grade  difference — the 
eye  appeal  is  much  more  important)  than  the  Jung  coin  sold  in 
our  July  2004  sale  for  $138,000.  Other  specimens,  both  finer 
and  better,  continue  to  bring  fancy  numbers.  In  terms  of  real 
long-lasting  appeal,  this  particular  coin  ranks  high  among  ones 
we  have  seen  or  handled,  and  this  particular  issue  ranks  atop  a 
substantial  number  of  collectors’  wish  lists.  A superb  example  of 
a coin  we  alw'ays  enjoy  seeing. 
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Choice  1795  LM-5  Half  Dime 

Iridescent  Mint  State 


1552  1795  LM-5,  Valentine-9.  Rarity-6.  MS-64  (NGC).  Display- 
ing e.xceptional  detail  on  the  obverse  and  a typical  strike  on  the 
reverse  this  half  dime  is  finer  than  usually  seen.  The  hair  of  Miss 
Liberty  in  particular  is  exceedingly  well  detailed,  virtually  defini- 
tive, remarkably  so.  On  the  obverse  light  gray  toning  is  seen  min- 
gling with  splashes  of  silver,  green,  and  gold.  Some  evidence  of  die 
clash  is  seen  in  the  fields  under  close  examination.  The  reverse  is 
light  gray  and  lilac  at  the  centers,  giving  way  to  splashes  of  electric 
blue  and  sOver  at  the  borders.  A handsome  example,  this  early  is- 
sue will  serve  the  variety  specialist  as  well  or  would  be  a notable 
addition  to  a high-grade  type  set. 

Splendid  1795  Half  Dime 


1553  1795  LM-10,  V-4.  Rarity-3.  AU-58  (PCGS).  A splendid  ex- 
ample, brilliant  on  obverse  and  reverse,  well  struck  except  at  the 
centers,  and  with  much  eye  appeal.  Significant  lustre  remains  on 
both  sides,  more  on  the  reverse  than  the  obverse. 

The  present  piece  will  fit  nicely  into  a high-grade  ty'pe  set  to 
illustrate  the  Flowing  Hair  design  made  only  in  the  1795  year  (a 
trick  comment,  as  1794-dated  dies  were  prepared  but  were  not 
used  until  1795,  the  same  year  that  1795  dated  dies  were  employed). 

L.ite  obverse  die  state,  cud  on  rim  at  upper  right  above  TY  and  the  follow- 
ing star. 


Mint  State  1796  LIKERTY  Half  Dime 


1554  1796  LM-1,  V-1.  Rarity-3.  LIKERTY.  MS-61  (PCGS).  A 

lovely  e.xample  of  this  favorite  die  variety,  with  the  obverse  die 
fancifully  reading  LIKERTY,  really  LIBERTY  but  with  some 
weakness  at  the  top,  and  especially  the  bottom  of  the  B.  The  detail 
are  very  sharp  overall,  indeed  memorable  in  this  regard,  what  with 
every  hair  strand  clearly  present  on  the  obverse  and  with  each  and 
every  one  of  the  eagle’s  feathers  delineated  on  the  reverse.  The 
botanical  features  of  the  wreath,  left  and  right,  are  also  excellent. 
Both  fields  arc  lustrous,  and  overall  the  piece  is  quite  choice.  How- 
ever, there  is  some  friction  in  the  obverse  field,  this  prompting  the 
MS-63  designation.  This  piece  is  certainly  an  attraction  and  it  is 
well  worth  examining  personally  prior  to  bidding. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  3 finer  (MS-64  finest). 


Important  1796/5  Half  Dime 

Seldom  Seen  Mint  State 


1555  1796/5  LM-2,  V-2.  Rarity-6.  MS-60  (NGC).  The  1796/5  half 
dime  is  one  of  the  most  important  issues  in  this  series  from  a tech- 
nical viewpoint.  A die  was  prepared  with  date  1795,  of  the  Draped 
Bust  obverse  and  Small  Eagle  reverse,  but  was  not  used.  Accord- 
ingly, the  only  coin  of  this  motif  produced  in  1795  was  the  silver 
dollar.  Half  dimes  might  have  been,  but  were  not.  In  the  next  year, 
1796,  the  die  was  overdated  creating  the  LM-2  variety  here  of- 
fered. 

The  present  specimen  has  light  silver  surfaces  on  both  sides. 
Significant  lustre  is  present.  The  coin  is  lightly  struck  at  the  cen- 
ters and  on  the  reverse  has  significant  adjustment  marks,  inviting 
in-person  inspection  before  placing  a bid.  One  cannot  be  particu- 
larly choosy  when  it  conies  to  examples  ot  the  1796/5,  lor  the  va- 
riety is  in  tremendous  demand,  yet  relatively  few  specimens  exist 
to  satisfy  the  needs.  Accordingly,  we  imagine  that  specialist  will 
line  up  to  check  this  piece  out  during  the  lot  viewing  process. 

NCiC  Census:  1;  .3  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

From  the  Ed  Price  Collection. 
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1831  LM-7  Half  Dime 


1556  1831  LM-7,  V-3.  Rarity-2+.  MS-65  (NGC).  A lustrous  speci- 
men, deeply  toned  gray,  gunmetal-blue,  and  other  hues.  Quite 
well  struck. 


Gem  1832  LM-4  Half  Dime 


Sharp  and  Attractive  1834  Half  Dime 

Gem  Mint  State 


1559  1834  LM-4,  V-4.  Rarity-1.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A sharply  struck 
and  very  attractive  example  of  this  die  variety,  the  presently  of- 
fered half  dime  will  appeal  to  the  specialist  as  well  as  someone  de- 
siring a very  nice  example  for  a type  set.  Both  obverse  and  reverse 
are  highly  lustrous,  with  delicate  toning  over  silver  surfaces.  Light 
gold,  magenta,  and  hints  ofblue  can  be  seen.  As  pretty  as  a picture, 
this  piece  will  be  just  right  for  the  discriminating  buyer. 

1560  1835  LM-5.1,  V-10.  Large  Date,  Small  5C.  MS-63  (PCGS). 

Highly  lustrous  and  mostly  brilliant.  Splashes  of  light  brown  ton- 
ing and  areas  ofblue  are  seen,  particularly  on  the  obverse.  Prob- 
ably somewhat  conservatively  graded  at  MS-63,  in  relation  to  some 
other  we  have  seen  in  the  marketplace. 


1557  1832  LM-4.  Rarity-4.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  silver  at  the  cen- 
ter evolves  to  gold,  magenta,  and  then  at  the  rim  to  a halo  ofblue 
toning.  The  striking  is  excellent.  A very  nice  example  of  this  popu- 
lar and  somewhat  scarce  variety. 


NGC  Proof  1832  Half  Dime 


1558  1832  LM-6.  Rarity-4.  Proof-64  (NGC).  A very  attractive  ex- 
ample with  nearly  full  Proof  surface  on  both  sides,  certified  as  Proof 
by  NGC.  Magenta  toning  at  the  center  gives  way  to  splashes  ot 
gray  and  blue  in  the  fields.  Some  areas  of  light  striking  to  the  left 

of  the  shield  on  the  reverse. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 


Superb  Gem  1835  Half  Dime 

Excellent  Eye  Appeal 


1561  1835  LM-10,V-7.  Rarity-1.  MS-67  (NGC).  The  technical  grade 
satisfies,  the  sharpness  is  excellent,  but  the  beautiful  feature  of  this 
coin  is  its  elegant  appearance — medium  iridescent  toning  over  lus- 
trous silver  surfaces,  a piece  that  would  be  difficult  to  improve 
upon.  Watch  the  excitement  as  this  crosses  the  block. 

NGC  Census:  10;  4 finer  (MS-68^  finest). 


Superb  Gem  1836  Half  Dime 


1562  1836  LM-2,  V-1.  Rarity-3.  MS-66  (NGC).  Mottled  medium 
brown,  gray,  and  gunmctal-bluc  toning  over  well-struck  surfaces. 
A piece  that  has  never  been  cleaned  or  “improved"  and  remains 
pristine  witli  original  patination 
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Gem  1838  Half  Dime 

No  Drapery 


Superb  Gem  1860  Half  Dime 

Proof-67 


1563  1838  No  Drapery.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A high-grade  example  of 
this  early  date,  with  stars  around  the  obverse  border  and  without 
drapery  at  Miss  Liberty’s  elbow.  Muted  gray  and  gold  toning  on 
both  sides.  Highly  lustrous.  Well  struck. 


1564  1849/6  MS-63  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen  with  medium  gray 
toning  accented  with  gunmetal-blue,  magenta,  and  gold.  Quite 
well  struck  on  both  sides,  above  average  in  this  regard.  The  overdate 
feature  is  very  prominent  in  the  form  of  the  bottom  of  a 6 seen 
below  and  to  the  right  of  the  9. 


1565  Pair  of  PCGS-certifled  half  dimes:  ☆ 1853  Arrows.  MS-63. 
Richly  toned  and  fully  lustrous  ☆ 1872  MS-64.  Warm  golden  gray 
mi.xed  with  a generous  dose  of  mint  brilliance.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


Gem  Proof  1859  Half  Dime 

Distinctive  Design  This  Year 


1566  1859  Proof-65  (NGC).  A splendid  gem  Proof,  with  intense  lav- 
ender and  gunmetal-blue  toning,  distinctive  in  that  the  portrait  of 
Miss  Liberty  is  slightly  differently  styled,  with  thinner  arms  and  a 
few  other  details.  Although  the  1859  is  not  collected  separately  as 
a type,  the  difference  is  worth  noting. 

NGC  Holder  incorrectly  labeled  as  dime. 


1567  1860  Proof-67  (NGC).  A memorable  quality  half  dime  this  is,  rank- 
ing near  the  top  ot  the  NGC  certification  ladder.  The  surfaces  are 
mostly  intense  iridescent  blue,  with  magenta  and  brown  at  the  cen- 
ters. This  coin  has  multiple  appeals,  first  because  of  its  condition  rarity 
and,  further,  for  its  intense  toning,  and  stiU  further  for  its  status  as 
the  first  year  with  the  “cereal  wreath”  on  the  reverse. 

NGC  Census:  8;  1 finer  (Proof-68). 

This  is  the  first  entry  in  an  extensive  run  of  gem  Proof  half  dimes,  continu- 
ing to  the  end  of  the  series  in  1873.  Nearly  all  have  vivid  iridescent  toning,  a 
feature  that  plays  to  an  audience  all  its  own,  and  is  often  the  subject  of  commen- 
tary on  the  Internet.  We  have  seen  many  instances  in  which  vividly  toned  silver 
coins  have  realized  significantly  higher  prices  than  those  that  are  fully  brilliant, 
just  about  opposite  the  situation  of  a few  years  ago. 


1568  1860  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  silver  gray  surfaces  change  to 
gunmetal-blue  at  the  borders  on  the  obverse.  On  the  reverse  the 
colors  are  primarily  light  gold  and  gunmetal-blue.  Sharply  struck 
details  on  both  sides.  The  higher  parts  of  Miss  Liberty  show  some 
tiny  marks,  which  we  believe  are  original  planchct  rnarics,  not  evi- 
dence of  circulation,  an  unusual  feature  and  one  for  which  rela- 
tively little  has  been  said  in  the  literature. 


Condition  Census  1861  Half  Dime 

Superb  Gem  Proof 


1569  1861  Proof-66  (NGC).  Another  half  dime  near  the  top  of  the 
NGC  Census,  this  piece  has  relatively  few  peers  and  only  one  Mner, 
the  last  only  slightly  so.  Intense  gunmetal-blue  toning  is  seen  on 
both  sides  with  some  hints  of  gold.  Sharply  struck, 

NGC  Census:  5;  1 finer  {Prouf-67). 
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1570  1862  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  just  a hint  of  toning.  A 
high-quality  silver  Proof  from  the  first  full  year  of  the  Civil  War. 


1571  1863  Repunched  18.  Proof-65  (NGC).  Light  gray,  magenta, 
and  blue  toning  can  be  seen  on  both  sides.  The  first  two  digits  in 
the  date  are  repunched,  not  noted  on  the  holder.  A scarce  Civil 
War  year,  elusive  in  circulation  strike  form  as  well  as  Proof 


Superb  Gem  1864  Half  Dime 

Proof-66 


1572  1864  Proof-66  (NGC).  Here  is  another  high-ranking  NGC  Proof 
with  not  many  equals  and  only  two  graded  finer.  The  surfaces  are 
gray-brown  with  splashes  of  iridescence.  As  a date  the  1864  is  rare 
in  all  categories,  circulation  strike  form  and  Proof  as  here. 

NGC  Census:  II;  2 finer  (Proof-68  finest). 


1573 


1864  Proof-64  (NGC).  Somewhat  mottled  light  gray  and  irides- 
cent toning.  Another  example  of  this  elusive  half  dime  date. 


1574  1865  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a hint  of  toning.  Another 
scarce  half  dime  issue  from  this  decade.  The  present  piece  is  high 
enough  in  grade  to  be  attractive,  and  yet  is  not  a notable  condition 
rarity,  as  others  have  been  graded  finer.  Accordingly  the  result  is  an 
attractive  market  price. 


1575  1865  MS-65  (NGC).  A lovely  specimen  that  has  everything  de- 
sired: sharp  strike,  rich  satiny  lustre,  and  status  as  a low-mintage 
key  date.  The  piece  is  nearly  fully  brilliant,  silver  in  hue,  and  is 
very  attractive.  Under  magnification  it  is  seen  that  the  dies  clashed 
at  some  time  in  their  career,  with  some  evidence  remaining.  A 
splendid  coin  that  is  harder  to  find  than  a Proof  in  a similar  nu- 
merical level. 


1576  1865-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Silver  gray  and  lilac  surfaces.  Well  struck 
and  attractive.  A worthwhile  example  of  the  variety. 

Date  logotype  impressed  high  on  the  die,  close  to  the  base  of  Miss  Liberty, 
and  deeply  with  each  of  the  numerals  being  exceptionally  bold. 


1577  1866  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  lilac  toning  over  silver  surfaces, 
with  splashes  of  iridescence.  A nice  example  of  yet  another  scarce 
date  in  the  half  dime  series. 
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1578  1867  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Guiimetal-blue  and  gray  toning  over 
mirror  surfaces,  with  some  hints  of  gold  and  iridescence,  particu- 
larly on  the  obverse.  The  last  of  the  Philadelphia  Mint  dates  that 
are  scarce  in  circulation  strike  form  in  addition  to  Proof  A variety 
that  is  always  in  demand. 

Notable  Grade  1868  Half  Dime 
Gem  Proof-67 
Top  NGC  Grade 


1579  1868  Proof-67  (NGC).  No  finer  example  has  been  graded  by 
NGC,  and  there  are  only  a few  certification  events  at  the  present 
level,  not  necessarily  representing  different  specimens.  The  coin  is 
splendid  to  behold,  with  vivid  iridescent  toning  over  deep  mirror 
surfaces.  If  you  are  seeking  a special  quality  coin,  look  no  further. 

NGC  Census:  5:  none  finer. 

From  the  P.  Kaufman  Collection. 

Gem  Proof  1868  Half  Dime 


1580  1868  Proof-66  (NGC).  We  might  say  that  this  coin  is  “only” 
Proof-66,  but  on  an  absolute  basis  this  is  a splendid  level.  The 
present  coin  is  a mixture  of  lilac,  magenta,  and  blue,  over  mirror 
surfaces.  Another  entry  in  a remarkable  series  of  high-grade  halt 
dimes. 


Specialist’s  1868-S  Half  Dime 
Gem  Mint  State 


1581  1868-S  MS-65  (NGC).  A specialist  may  give  an  eyetooth  or,  at 
least,  write  a nice  check  for  this  very  special  1868-S  half  dime. 
Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  deeply  lustrous  and  well  struck.  Light 
golden  toning  is  seen  over  frosty  surfaces.  Some  clash  marks  are 
visible  in  the  obverse  field.  Although  the  1868-S  is  not  a major 
rarity  in  lower  grades,  at  the  gem  level  it  is  significantly  hard  to 
find.  Over  a long  period  of  years  NGC  has  only  certified  16  pieces 
this  high  or  higher. 

NGC  Census:  12;  4 finer  (MS-66  finest). 


1582  1869  Proof-65  Cameo  (NGC).  A sharply  struck,  brilliant  ex- 
ample. Delicate  champagne  toning  on  the  reverse.  On  the  ob- 
verse there  is  a mark  in  the  right  field,  no  doubt  taken  into  con- 
sideration by  the  grading  experts.  The  reverse  is  pristine  and  under 
magnification  shows  some  interesting  raised  die  preparation  lines. 
The  die  was  given  a polished  surface  before  it  had  been  com- 
pletely prepared,  reminiscent  of  the  regular  practice  among  Stan- 
dard Silver  pattern  coins  of  this  year,  but  not  as  often  noticed  on 
regular  issues. 

NGC  Census:  2;  6 finer  within  the  designation  {Proof-68  Cameo  finest). 


1583  1869-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A lustrous  and  satiny  silver  gray  example 
of  a popular  branch  mint  issue.  Some  lightness  of  strike  can  be 
seen  on  the  reverse  at  the  1 in  DIME,  otherwise  the  details  arc 
crisp  and  sharp  on  both  sides.  Surprisingly,  fewer  than  10  examples 
of  the  date  have  been  certified  finer  than  the  present  specimen  by 
PCGS. 

I'CGS  I'opulation:  7;  9 finer  (MS-6.S  finest). 
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1584  1870  Proof-65  (NGC).  Deeply  toned  gunmetal-blue  fields  with 
accents  of  magenta  on  the  higher  areas.  An  item  for  the  numisma- 
tist who  desires  intense  toning. 

1585  1870  Proof-64  (NGC).  Deep  blue  and  magenta  toning  over  well- 
struck  features. 


Superb  Gem  Proof  1871  Half  Dime 


DIMES 

The  first  year  of  the  denomination,  1796,  is  found  here  in  choice  AU- 
58,  and  other  early  dimes  include  a 1798/97  in  choice  AU-55,  and  a nice 
AU-50  1800.  An  1801  dime  with  a pedigree  chain  that  runs  all  the  way 
back  to  1883  is  sure  to  capture  the  imagination  of  more  than  one  specialist, 
and  the  1802  JR-3,  a Rarity-6  issue,  is  the  third  finest  known  of  the  variety. 
We  offer  two  1804  dimes,  the  first  of  which,  JR-1,  was  in  the  fabled 
Parmelee  Collection  that  crossed  the  auction  block  in  1890,  and  was  also  a 
plate  coin  in  thejohn  Reich  reference,  while  the  second  1804  dime,  JR-2, 
also  served  as  a plate  coin  in  that  reference.  A gem  MS-66  1814JR-4  dime 
is  one  of  the  great  highlights  in  the  Capped  Bust  series. 

An  1849-0  dime  in  MS-63,  a rare  grade  for  the  date,  starts  our  listing 
ot  the  Liberty  Seated  design  type,  with  many  grand  and  desirable  Proofs 
and  Mint  State  coins  following,  among  them  an  1871-CC  rarity  in  the 
highly  collectable  and  equally  respectable — for  this  rare  date — F-12  grade. 
The  Barber  dime  offering  is  sprinkled  with  gem  and  choice  Proofs  and 
Mint  State  coins,  while  the  Mercury  dimes  listing  is  teeming  with  popular 
date  and  mint  combinations  in  high  grades  of  preservation.  For  instance, 
the  section  opens  up  with  a nice  MS-65  FB  1916-D  dime,  certainly  one  of 
the  most  popular  of  all  20th-century  rarities,  while  a gem  MS-66  1942/1 
overdate  dime  comes  near  the  end  of  the  offering,  with  many,  many  great 
opportunities  in  between.  All  in  all,  this  is  a fine  offering  of  dimes! 


1586  1871  Proof-66  (NGC).  This  lovely  half  dime  has  golden  and  iri- 
descent toning  over  mirror  surfaces.  Certainly  of  the  960  Proofs 
struck,  the  present  piece  is  in  the  top  5%  to  10%  in  quality  among 
the  survivors. 


1587  1872  Proof-65  (NGC).  Intense  electric  blue  toning  with  areas  of 
gray  and  magenta,  over  mirror  surfaces.  An  ideal  piece  for  the  fan- 
cier of  vivid  patination. 


1588  1873  Proof-65  (NGC).  Bringing  down  the  curtain  on  the  series 
of  gem  Proof  half  dimes  is  this  1873,  the  last  year  ot  issue,  and  a 
variety  of  which  just  600  were  struck.  The  toning  on  this  piece  is 
blue,  magenta,  and  a few  other  colors,  over  mirror  surfaces. 


Popular  1796  Dime 
AU-58  (NGC) 


(2x  photo) 


1589  1796  John  Reich-2.  Rarity-4.  AU-58  (NGC).  Pleasantly  toned 
deep  silver  gray  with  exceptional  highlights  of  crisp  blue,  subtle 
gold  and  green,  and  other  attractive  undertones.  Good  lustre  re- 
mains in  protected  areas,  especially  on  the  reverse.  A mint-made 
depression  is  noted  under  star  1 1 , tiny  pinpoint  nick  left  of  L of 
LIBERTY,  no  consequential  flaws.  Late  die  state  with  several 
clashes  and  a small  cud  in  the  dentils  over  star  11.  A delightful 
example  of  this  issue,  popular  as  the  first  year  of  one  of  America's 
favorite  and  most  long  lasting  denominations,  the  one  that  was  at 
the  very  center  of  the  novel  decimal  coinage  plan  devised  by 
Jefferson  in  1784.  A dozen  years  later,  an  estimated  22,000  pieces 
were  ready  to  enter  circulation  for  the  first  time. 
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Sharp  AU  1798/7  Dime 


1590  1798/7  JR-1.  Rarity-3.  16  Stars.  AU-55  (NGC).  Lustrous  pale 
silver  gray  centers  are  neatly  framed  by  deep  coppery  toning  with 
highlights  of  bright  blue.  Better  struck  at  centers  than  often  seen, 
shield  verticals  complete,  good  surface  quality  despite  some  light 
central  hairlines,  old  scratch  through  and  below  hair-bow,  nice  bold 
overdate.  A very  popular  variety  and  one  of  the  plainest  overdates 
in  the  U.S.  series. 


Lustrous  1800  Dime 


1591  1800  JR-2.  Rarity-5.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning  over 
silver  surfaces.  Much  lustre  still  remains,  particularly  in  protected 
areas.  The  striking  is  quite  good  overall.  The  present  piece  will 
satisfy  the  desire  for  a type  coin  at  this  level  or  will  provide  a needed 
variety  for  the  specialist. 

PCGS  Populations:  4;  8 finer  (MS-66  finest). 

From  our  sale  of  the  Medio  and  La  Costa  Gomez  Collections,  June 
2004,  Lot  2639. 


Exceptional  1801  Dime 
Pedigreed  to  1883 
Arguably  Mint  State 


1592  1801  JR-1,  Rarity-4.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Choice  pearlescent  silver 
gray  surfaces  show  intact  cartwheel  lustre  and  mint  frost  with  a subtle 
golden  tone.  A tiny  mint-made  edge  flaw  above  I of  LIBERTY  is 
no  significant  problem  but  enables  this  piece  to  be  pedigreed  back 
to  1883,  including  the  famous  Earle  and  Menjou  sales.  Some  light 
hairlines  are  noted  under  scrutiny.  The  dies  show  inherent  flaws, 
particularly  the  badly  rusted  reverse,  though  bidders  can  ignore  the 
JR  book’s  caveat  that  the  reverse  is  “so  pitted  MS-60  coins  show 
little  luster,”  as  this  coin — graded  Uncirculated  for  most  of  its  col- 
lectible life — shows  very  nice  lustre  even  on  the  reverse.  The  cen- 
tral strike  is  nicely  defined  in  the  hair,  drapery,  wing  feathers,  and 
shield  horizontals.  As  dime  enthusiasts  know,  the  1801  is  a very  tough 
date  in  any  grade,  but  becomes  geometrically  harder  as  one  moves 
up  the  grade  scale.  The  JR  book  notes  that  “not  more  than  two 
known”  in  MS-60  and  “of  the  highest  rarity”  in  the  grade;  the  pub- 
lished census  and  our  research  also  strongly  suggests  that  this  piece 
is  of  Condition  Census  quality.  This  piece  has  been  held  privately 
since  1976,  and  we  expect  active  competition  when  it  finally  sees  an 
auction  appearance  again  after  nearly  30  years. 

From  George  Cogan’s  sale  of  the J.  Wiley  Aulick  collection,  April  1883, 
Lot  159  (plated);  Flenry  Chapman’s  sale  of  the  George  H.  Earle  collec- 
tion, June  1912,  Lot  3134  (plated);  Numismatic  Gallery’s  sale  of  the 
Adolphe  Menjou  collection,  June  1950,  Lot  152;  NERCA’s  sale  of  De- 
cember 1976,  Lot  455;  William  Suhjack  collection. 


Elusive  1802  JR-2  Dime 


1593  1802  JR-2.  Rarity-5.  EF-45  (PCGS).  An  attr.ictivc  example  of 
this  elusive  date.  Obverse  and  reverse  are  silvery  gray,  with  hints 
of  gunmctal-blue  and  some  blushes  of  lilac.  The  details  are  t.urlv 
good,  indeed  above  aver.ige  for  a coin  of  tliis  tvpe.  .Ml  told  this  will 
occupy  an  honored  place  in  the  cabinet  ot  its  next  owner. 
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PCGS  Population:  1;  10  finer  (MS-62  finest). 

Gn  the  obverse  a clash  mark  is  seen  in  the  field  above  the  bosom.  The  date 
numerals  are  mismatched,  as  on  certain  other  coins  of  this  year,  with  the  2 being 
m a font  significantly  smaller  than  the  others.  The  reverse  is  a late  die  state  and 
displays  several  prominent  breaks,  the  most  obvious  extending  from  the  lower 
left  border  through  the  upper  right  of  the  shield,  dividing  into  two  branches, 
one  following  the  center  of  the  wing  out  to  the  right  and  the  other  going  up- 
ward through  M (UNUM),  piercing  two  stars  and  a cloud,  and  exiting  to  the 
left  of  O (OF). 


Condition  Census  1802  JR-2  Dime 


1594  1802  JR-3.  Rarity-6.  EF-40.  Pleasant  light  silver  gray  with  highly 
attractive  deep  amber  and  bright  blue  toning  around  design  ele- 
ments, especially  at  peripheries  and  stronger  on  the  reverse.  Some 
evidence  of  reflectivity  remains  in  the  fields.  The  strike  is  excel- 
lent for  the  issue,  with  full  shield  definition  and  some  detail  in  the 
breast  feathers.  A series  of  old  nicks  may  be  seen  at  BE  of  LIB- 
ERTY, and  a series  of  carefully  placed  dull  marks,  perhaps  intended 
as  a repair,  are  seen  above  stars  7 and  8 but  only  with  some  look- 
ing. This  rarity  is  sharp  enough,  however,  that  it  ranks  as  third 
finest  known  of  the  variety  behind  only  the  Eliasberg  coin  and 
the  JR  plate  coin.  Fewer  than  30  specimens  are  known  of  the  die 
pair,  none  of  which  are  Mint  State  (or  especially  close — the  best  is 
a 50  coin).  The  best  a connoisseur  like  Lovejoy  could  do  was  a 
nicked-up  Fine  described  as  having  “slight  bending,”  a telling  com- 
mentary on  the  rarity  and  importance  of  this  variety  in  the  present 
condition. 

The  term  “condition  census”  refers  to  the  six  finest  specimens  known  of  a 
particular  variety  or  issue — no  more,  no  less.  When  Dr.  Sheldon  first  pioneered 
the  term,  he  rendered  it  as  two  numbers  (i.e.  65-55)  to  show  the  finest  grade 
and  the  average  grade  of  the  next  five  finest  pieces.  Among  the  things  condi- 
tion census”  does  not  mean  include:  top  six  certified,  top  10  certified,  top  10% 
of  those  extant,  best  one  we’ve  seen,  or  above  average.  For  most  rarities,  it  is 
pretty  easy  to  say  if  something  is  one  of  the  six  best  or  it  s not.  It  there  are  so 
many  in  this  grade  range  that  defining  a condition  census  is  difficult,  maybe  it  s 
not  really  a rarity? 

Purchased  privately  at  the  1991  ANA  conventum. 


JR  Plate  1804  Dime  Rarity 

Among  the  Finest  Known 
Parmelee-Newcomer-Bareford-Lovejoy-Bolen 


1595  1804  JR-1.  Rarity-5.  13  Stars.  AU-55,  light  scratches.  A sig- 
nificant and  well-provenanced  example  of  one  of  the  highlight 
rarities  in  the  early  dime  series.  Lustrous  bright  silver  gray  with 
subtle  peripheral  toning  on  the  obverse  consisting  of  mostly  golden 
tones  while  the  reverse  shows  even  more  delicate  peripheral  ton- 
ing, highlighted  by  an  area  of  pale  blue  over  AMERICA.  Two 
parallel  old  scratches  cross  the  portrait,  one  leaving  the  right  ob- 
verse field  at  Liberty’s  eye  and  the  other  crossing  her  lips  below, 
and  short  tails  of  them  are  clear  behind  her  hair.  These  scratches 
were  described  almost  every  time  the  coin  has  sold  since  Parmelee, 
and  their  notice  in  that  1890  catalogue  enable  us  to  accurately  con- 
nect this  coin  with  one  of  the  finest  pedigrees  in  all  of  numismat- 
ics. Some  light  hairlines  and  a thin  diagonal  scratch  through  the 
star  cluster  are  also  noted.  This  coin  boasts  one  of  the  finest  strikes 
seen  on  an  1804  dime,  with  a fully  detailed  portrait  bust  of  Liberty 
and  ideal  definition  on  the  eagle,  including  breast  feathers  and  all 
lines  of  the  shield.  This  coin  was  fine  enough  to  serve  to  represent 
the  variety  in  no  less  than  three  of  the  great  dime  collections — 
Bareford,  Lovejoy,  and  Bolen — not  to  mention  the  great  compre- 
hensive cabinets  formed  by  Parmelee  and  Newcomer.  This  coin 
also  served  as  the  JR  plate  coin.  PCGS  has  certified  no  13  Stars 
1804  dimes  of  any  JR  number  higher  than  AU-53  (two  at  that 
level,  including  the  superb  Pittman  coin  that  brought  $97,750  on 
a $20,000  open  in  our  Kennywood  sale)  and  NGC  has  not  graded 
a piece  better  than  “40”  grade.  An  exceptional  specimen  of  this 
famed  rarity,  one  worthy  of  a cabinet  in  the  mold  of  Parmelee  and 
Newcomer  (great  generalist  connoisseurs)  or  Bareford,  Lovejoy, 
and  Bolen  (dime  specialists  extraordinaire). 

The  Parmelee  description,  authored  by  the  young  David  Proskey,  noted 
that  “four  stars  on  right  are  flat:  also  the  corresponding  portion  on  rev.:  few 
faint  pinscratches  across  head:  otherwise  a fine  sharp  impres.sion,  excelling  any 
specimen  we  have  seen;  very  rare.”  The  1949  Norman  Schultz  appearance  noted 
the  Newcomer  pedigree,  and  this  piece  may  have  been  one  of  the  pieces  handled 
privately  by  B.  Max  Mehl  when  he  took  the  rest  of  the  Newcomer  collection 
into  his  inventory.  This  piece  was  called  AU  in  the  Bareford,  Lovejoy,  and  Bolen 
sales  and  graded  “50”  in  the  JR  book.  Perhaps  “50”  is  a good  “net”  grade  for 
the  piece,  but  the  sharpness  is  extremely  close  to  Mint  State. 

From  New  York  Coin  and  Stamp  Co.  ’s  (Datnd  Proske)’  and  FI.  P.  Smith) 
sale  of  the  Lorin  Parmelee  collection,  June  1890,  Lot  819;  Waldo  C.  New- 
comer collection;  unknown  intermediaries  (proljahly  including  B.  Max  Mehl); 
Norman  Schultz's  sale  ofjanuary  1949,  Lot  1023;  Stack's  .<iale  of  the  Harold 
Bareford  collection,  Octokr  1981,  Lot  149;  Stack's  sale  of  the  .4llai  F. 
Lovejoy  collection,  Octolvr  1990,  Lot  26;  R,4RC0.4 's  sale  of  the  ILiWo 
Bolen  collection  (Numisma  '95),  NoivniNr  1995,  Lot  2018.  Plated  in  the 
]R  hok.  I'he  Numisma  '95  lot  ticket  accompanies  this  lot. 
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JR  Plate  1804  JR-2 

Another  Pedigreed  Rarity 


1596  1804  JR-2.  Rarity-5.  13  Stars.  EF-40.  Delightfully  toned  silver 
gray  with  golden  overtones  and  some  evidence  of  reflectivity  re- 
maining in  the  reverse  field.  Evenly  worn  and  very  pleasant,  no 
heavy  marks,  choice  for  the  grade  aside  from  a curved  scratch  that 
arcs  from  star  11  across  the  bust  to  the  final  digit  of  the  date.  A 
beautiful  example  of  this  rare  issue,  nice  enough  to  have  been  in- 
cluded in  the  Lovejoy  and  Subjack  collections  and  to  have  been 
used  as  the  plate  coin  in  the  JR  book.  As  noted  in  the  above  de- 
scription, no  Mint  State  1804  13  stars  dimes  have  been  graded  by 
cither  service  and  any  whose  grade  reaches  the  VF  range  must  be 
considered  an  exceptional  specimen.  This  piece  is  nicely  struck, 
shows  nice  color,  and  is  far  sharper  than  most  we  have  seen. 

From  Stack’s  sale  of  the  Robison  collection,  February  1982,  Lot  985; 
Stack’s  sale  of  the  Allen  F.  Lovejoy  collection,  October  1990,  Lot  27;  the 
William  Subjack  collection.  Plated  in  the  JR  book. 


Brilliant  and  Beautiful  1805  Dime 

JR-2,  Choice  Mint  State 


1597  1805  JR-2.  Rarity-2.  Four  Berries.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant, 
beautiful,  and  well  worth  owning,  this  piece  has  an  exceptionally 
generous  measure  of  eye  appeal — the  “flash”  that  it  must  have  pos- 
sessed two  centuries  ago  when  it  w^as  first  struck.  The  details  are 
quite  good  on  both  sides,  but  with  some  of  the  usual  Ughtness  in 
areas,  notably  at  some  of  the  stars  on  the  left  border  of  the  obverse 
and  the  top  part  of  the  shield  on  the  reverse.  For  such  early  coins, 
struck  under  primitive  conditions  on  a hand-powered  press,  per- 
fection in  striking  is  more  a theoretical  aspect  than  a present  reality. 

The  dime  specialist  as  well  as  the  type  collector  will  find  this  to 
be  a great  opportunity. 


Mint  State  1807  JR-1  Dime 


1598  1807  JR-1.  Rarity-2.  MS-62  (PCGS).  A lovely,  lustrous,  and 
somewhat  above  average  example  of  the  1807  dime.  In  the  context 
of  ten-cent  pieces  of  this  year,  most  are  flatly  struck,  some  lacking 
nearly  all  detail.  The  present  piece  has  weaknesses,  to  be  sure,  most 
notably  around  the  borders,  but  overall  it  is  finer  than  usually  seen. 
Indeed,  the  portrait  of  Miss  Liberty  is  needle  sharp.  The  obverse 
field  has  some  highly  interesting  clash  marks  transferred  from  the 
reverse  during  a striking  event.  The  lustre  is  deep  and  rich. 


Lustrous  1814  Dime 


1599  1814  JR-1.  Rarity-3.  Small  Date.  MS-62  (PCGS).  A highly 
lustrous  issue,  very  frosty,  with  light  toning  over  silvery  surfaces. 
Some  light  striking  is  typical  and  is  most  noticed  on  the  stars  at  the 
right.  The  dies  clashed,  and  evidence  of  this  can  be  seen  at  the 
center  of  both  sides. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  4 finer  (MS-65  finest). 

Superb  Gem  1814  Dime 

Among  Finest  Known 


1600  1814  JR-4.  Rarity-2.  MS-66  (NGC).  Light  gr.iy  and  bi\Avn  ton- 
ing over  silver  fields.  Reverse  has  areas  ot  gv'ld.  .Mxsut  tspical  in 
strike,  with  some  lightness  liere  and  there.  Most  dimes  ot  the  1814 
date  show  significant  wear,  Llie  present  cv'iii  is  a pleasing  exeeptu'ii. 
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NC'iC  Census:  5;  1 finer  (MS-67t!J). 

The  obverse  die  shows  light  clash  marks  in  the  left  field  in  particular,  less  so 
elsewhere.  The  reverse  is  from  a late  state  of  the  die,  with  a very  curious  net- 
work of  die  cracks  at  the  center  of  the  shield,  plus  radial  cracks  elsewhere,  yield- 
ing a coin  the  specialist  will  want  to  view  just  for  the  experience,  even  if  bidding 
is  not  contemplated.  However,  bidding  is,  of  course,  encouraged! 


Lovely  1828  JR-2  Dime 

Last  of  The  Old  Style 


1601  1828  JR-2.  Rarity-3.  Large  Date.  MS-64  (NGC).  Closing  out 
the  old  style  of  Capped  Bust  dime,  with  “wide  border,”  this  lovely 
1828  Large  Date  dime  is  at  once  somewhat  scarce  and  very  attrac- 
tive. The  striking  is  superb  on  both  sides,  lustrous  silver  at  the 
center,  with  some  hints  of  gold,  changes  to  gray  and  then  to  blue, 
giving  a halo  or  aura.  A lovely  coin  that  will  be  appreciated  by  the 
specialist  as  well  as  anyone  desiring  a nice  example  for  a type  set. 


Gem  1833  JR-5  Dime 

Splendid  in  Appearance 


1602  1833  JR-5.  Rarity-1.  MS-65  (NGC).  The  present  piece  virtu- 
ally defines  the  JR-5  variety,  with  needle-sharp  strike  on  both  sides, 
rich  lustre,  and  with  beauty  added  by  light  golden  and  gray  toning. 
Buy  this  one  and  cross  the  JR-5  off  your  want  list  /circi'cr. 


Landmark  1849-0  Dime 

Choice  Mint  State 


1603  1849-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen,  certainly  of  land- 
mark status  with  in  the  context  of  the  Liberty  Seated  series.  Classi- 
fied as  Mint  State,  the  present  coin  is  justifiably  so,  and  exhibits 
medium  gray  and  light  gold  toning  over  lustrous  surfaces.  The 
obverse  die  in  particular  is  highly  basined.  The  Liberty  Seated  spe- 
cialist will  want  to  throw  caution  to  the  wind  when  this  comes  up 
for  sale,  as  it  is  one  of  the  finest  to  be  offered  in  our  time. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  1 finer  (MS-64  finest). 


Elusive  1849-0  Dime 


1604  1849-0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Among  Liberty  Seated  coins  of  the 
184()s,  those  from  the  New  Orleans  Mint  in  1849  arc  well  known 
for  their  elusive  nature,  the  half  dime  and  quarter  being  more  fa- 
mous than  the  presently  offered  dime.  However,  this  piece  can 
stand  on  its  own  and  has  been  a key  issue  for  a long  time.  Both 
obverse  and  reverse  are  highly  lustrous,  overlaid  with  light  gray 
toning.  Relatively  few  equivalent  examples  have  appeared  on  the 
market  in  recent  times. 


Gem  Proof  1857  Dime 


1605  1857  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen  with  magenta  and 
blue  toning  over  mirror  surfaces.  Cameo  devices,  although  not 
designated  as  such  (the  cameo  adjective  has  not  been  consistently 
applied  to  19th-century  Proofs,  even  ones  from  the  same  die  pair). 
The  number  of  extant  specimens  of  the  I’roof  1857  is  most  surely 
fewer  than  100.  The  present  piece  will  be  an  attraction  for  ths 
Proof  coin  specialist. 

I’CGS  Population:  7;  5 finer  (Proot-66  linest). 
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Rare  1858-S  Dime 


1606  1858-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  A sharply  struck  example  with  excel- 
lent detail  on  both  sides.  Medium  gray  surfaces  with  muted  lustre. 
As  are  all  San  Francisco  Mint  dimes  of  this  decade,  the  1858-S  is 
elusive.  Only  60,000  were  struck,  in  an  era  in  which  not  a single 
numismatist  is  known  to  have  collected  by  mintmark  varieties. 
Accordingly,  the  survival  of  pieces  is  a matter  of  rare  chance.  The 
Liberty  Seated  specialist  will  take  particular  notice  of  this  oppor- 
tunity. 


Mint  State  1867-S  Dime 


1609  1867-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Fairly  sharply  struck  (except  for  the  lower 
left  of  Miss  Liberty),  a lustrous  and  quite  attractive  example  of  this 
issue.  The  fields  are  silvery,  overlaid  with  light  golden  toning  and 
some  hints  of  blue.  Mint  State  1867-S  dimes  are  few  and  far  be- 
tween in  the  market.  Indeed,  most  classic  collections  that  were 
sold  years  ago  were  apt  to  contain  pieces  in  circulated  grades.  The 
Liberty  Seated  specialist  who  has  been  watching  and  waiting  may 
want  to  latch  onto  this  beauty. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  3 finer  (MS-65  finest). 


Gem  Proof  1859  Dime 


photo) 

1607  1859  Proof-65  (NGC).  An  attractive  specimen  with  mottled  li- 
lac, gray,  and  blue  toning  over  mirror  surfaces.  One  of  slightly 
more  than  400  Proofs  actually  distributed.  The  surfaces  that  were 
mirrored  originally  are  not  ftilly  reflective  now. 


Incredible  Mint  State  1863  Dime 
Finest  Graded  by  NGC 


1608  1863  MS-67  (NGC).  An  incredible  coin,  far  rarer  than  an  equiva- 
lent Proof,  this  piece  represents  the  finest  level  assigned  by  NGC, 
sharing  honors  with  just  one  other.  The  striking  is  exquisite,  the 
surfaces  are  frosty  and  brilliant,  and  the  piece  could  not  have  been 
any  nicer  on  the  day  it  was  taken  from  the  coining  press — appar- 
ently carefully,  as  there  are  few  marks.  Add  to  all  these  advantages 
the  status  of  the  1863  as  a basically  rare  date  in  any  grade,  and  the 
result  is  a “must  have”  coin  for  the  advanced  specialist. 

NGC  Census:  2;  none  finer. 


Important  1871-CC  Dime 
A Classic  Rarity 


photo) 

1610  1871-CC  F-12  (PCGS).  A splendid  specimen  at  the  F-12  grade 
level,  this  rare  1871-CC  has  lovely  iridescent  toning  over  gray  sur- 
faces. One  cannot  be  choosy  when  endeavoring  to  acquire  an  1871- 
CC,  and  nearly  all  collections,  including  advanced  ones,  display 
pieces  with  significant  wear.  It  is  not  often  that  a well  worn  piece, 
as  here,  can  be  correctly  described  as  having  significant  eye  appeal, 
but  it  does,  and  we  did. 

Splendid  Proof  1874  Dime 
Arrows  at  Date 


1611  1874  Arrows.  Proof-65  (NGC).  A splendid  Proof  specimen, 

among  the  top  several  dozen  finest  graded,  ot  this  short  lived  t\'pe. 
Both  obverse  and  reverse  have  light  iridescent  toning  over  silver 
surfaces.  Ideal  for  a date  set,  but  more  likely  destined  tor  a rspe  set. 
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1612  1874  Arrows.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Medium  gold  and  maroon  ton- 
ing over  silver  fields.  Well  struck.  Everlastingly  popular  for  its  sta- 
tus as  a short-lived  type  with  arrows  at  date. 

In  1873  and  1874  arrows  were  placed  at  the  date  of  the  silver  dime,  quarter 
dollar,  and  half  dollar  to  indicate  an  increase  in  the  authorized  weight,  just  the 
opposite  of  the  reason  for  arrows  being  added  to  the  same  denominations  in  1853. 


Vividly  Tone  1880  Proof  Dime 


1613  1880  Proof-67  (PCGS).  If  toning  is  your  forte,  this  is  your  coin! 
Vivid  lavender  and  electric  blue  toning  combine  to  create  a truly 
memorable  piece,  this  in  combination  with  extraordinarily  high 
preservation  sufficient  to  place  it  at  the  top  of  the  PCGS  roster.  A 
very  exciting  coin  that  no  doubt  is  from  an  old-time  collection. 

PCGS  Population;  10;  none  finer. 


Superb  Gem  1882  Proof  Dime 


1614  1882  Proof-67  (NGC).  The  obverse  of  this  piece  has  delicate  iri- 

descent toning,  unimprovable  in  its  beauty.  The  reverse  is  a com- 
bination of  gunmetal-gray  and  magenta.  Both  sides  are  sharply 
struck.  Attractively  toned  coins  play  to  a wide  audience,  and  the 
present  sale  will  be  a veritable  field  day  for  such  enthusiasts.  Many 
of  the  pieces  have  been  off  the  market  for  a long  time. 


Superb  Gem  Proof  1886  Dime 

None  Finer  Graded  by  PCGS 


1615  1886  Proof-67  (PCGS).  A superb  Proof,  one  of  just  four  graded 
at  this  level  and  none  finer  by  PCGS — this  dime  is  of  condition 
rarity.  The  surfaces  are  very  attractive  with  light  lilac  toning  on  the 
obverse  over  deep  mirror  surfaces,  and  with  the  reverse  a mixture 
of  magenta  and  gold.  The  piece  is  not  designated  as  cameo,  but  it 
may  as  well  be. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  none  finer. 


Gem  Proof  1887  Dime 


1616  1887  Proof-66  (NGC).  A splendid  Proof  with  light  golden  and 
blue  toning  over  mirror  surfaces.  Among  the  finer  pieces  in  exist- 
ence of  this  popular  date. 


Lustrous  Gem  1891  Dime 


1617  1891  MS-66  ★ (NGC).  A super  special  gem  in  the  eyes  of  NGC, 
which  has  given  this  piece  a little  star  to  go  along  with  the  MS-66 
designation.  Both  sides  are  highly  lustrous,  the  details  are  well 
struck,  and  the  iridescent  toning  will  please  many.  Some  contact 
marks  at  the  center  of  the  portrait  are  mostly  masked  by  the  ton- 
ing. The  hues  change  from  silver  centers  through  magenta  to 
splashes  of  blue. 

1618  1891-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Gray  and  gunmetal-blue  toning  on  both 
sides.  Well  struck.  Last  year  of  the  Liberty  Seated  dime. 

From  the  John  Jay  Pittman  Collection. 
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Superb  Proof  1902  Dime 

Iridescent  Toning 


1619  1902  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Iridescent  toning  on  the  obverse  is  com- 
prised of  gold  to  the  center,  left  is  blended  with  dusk-magenta  and 
evening  blue  to  the  right.  Incredibly  artistic  in  its  aspect.  The  re- 
verse is  primarily  light  golden  toning  over  mirror  surfaces,  with  a 
few  hints  of  blue. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  none  finer. 


Gorgeous  1903-S  Barber  Dime 
Sharply  Struck 


1620  1903-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A simply  gorgeous  example  of  the  1903- 
S,  this  piece  combines  sharp  striking  wdth  rich  original  lustre  over- 
laid W'ith  mottled  light  gray,  gold,  and  iridescent  toning.  The  piece 
is  as  pristine  as  can  be  and  ranks  as  among  the  nicest  we  have  ever 
seen  or  handled,  never  mind  that  some  have  been  certified  higher. 


Superb  Gem  1908  Dime 


1622  1908  MS-67  (NGC).  Richly  lustrous  surfaces  are  overlaid  with 
light  golden  and  brown  toning  with  some  hints  of  magenta.  A con- 
dition rarity  for  this  otherwise  available  date,  with  only  three  other 
certification  events  at  NGC  at  the  MS-67  level,  and  none  finer. 

NGC  Census:  4;  none  finer. 


Superb  Gem  1908-S  Dime 


1623  1908-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned  gray,  blue,  gold,  and  ma- 
genta hues  on  the  obverse  over  lustrous  fields  and  devices.  On  the 
reverse  mottled  gray,  magenta,  and  blue  toning  describes  the  view. 

PCGS  Population:  7;  3 finer  (MS-67  finest). 

1624  1909  MS-65  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  lustrous  with  rich  olive  green 
and  gold  highlights  on  both  sides.  Only  a dozen  examples  of  the 
date  have  been  certified  finer  than  the  present  gem  by  PCGS,  all 
MS-66. 

1625  Pair  of  Barber  dimes  grading  MS-64  (NGC):  ☆ 1911.  Bluish 
gray  and  golden  rose  over  both  surfaces  ☆ 1916.  Bluish  gray  with 
splashes  of  reddish  gold.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


Superb  Gem  1908  Dime 

Proof-66 


1621  1908  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A superb  specimen  with  vivid  irides- 

cent toning  on  both  sides.  Sharply  struck.  Toned  Proofs  are  a spe- 
cialty on  their  own,  and  this  piece  will  no  doubt  attract  much  in- 
terest. 
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Famous  1916-D  Mercury  Dime 
Gem  with  Full  Bands 
Superb  Eye  Appeal 


1626  1916-D  Mercury.  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and 
with  outstanding  eye  appeal,  this  is  one  of  the  nicest  1916-D  dimes 
to  come  on  the  market  in  recent  times.  It  challenges  perfection, 
and  is  separated  only  by  a few  tiny  marks.  While  the  attribution  as 
MS-65  served  to  make  it  notable  and  the  full  strike  designation  of 
FB  even  more  so,  to  us  the  eye  appeal  is  the  most  important  ele- 
ment. This  coin  is  so  nice  that  even  if  you  do  not  specialize  in  Mer- 
cury dimes,  but  hope  to  some  day,  you  might  want  to  acquire  this 
example  as  an  insurance  policy.  Theoretically,  if  a dozen  MS-65 
pieces  could  be  found  and  arranged  side  by  side,  this  coin  would 
probably  rank  as  number  one  in  quality. 

The  1916-D  dime  is  somewhat  of  an  enigma  regarding  its  rar- 
ity. To  be  sure,  the  mintage  is  low,  with  just  264,000  pieces.  How- 
ever, one  might  think  that  examples  would  have  been  set  aside  as  a 
novelty  for  the  first  year  of  the  design.  Apparently  this  did  not  take 
place,  as  the  1916-D  was  not  recognized  as  a rarity  until  collecting 
by  dates  and  mints  became  popular  in  a significant  way  (beginning 
in  the  1930s  when  the  Raymond  “National”  albums  were 
launched).  It  could  have  been  tbe  case  that  the  1916-D  dimes  were 
released  significantly  after  those  of  1916  (Philadelphia  Mint)  and 
1916-S,  by  which  time  the  novelty  had  passed.  In  correspondence 
a number  of  years  ago,  Wayne  Miller  wrote  that  he  thought  that 
some  of  the  1916-D  dimes  were  distributed  in  Montana.  Such 
pieces  quickly  slipped  into  circulation  and  became  worn. 

Among  all  20th-century  rarities  the  1916-D  dime  is  one  of  the 
most  famous.  The  present  coin  is,  in  a word,  elegant. 


“Just  Right”  1916-D  Dime 

A Classic  Rarity 


1627  1916-D  Mercury.  AU-58  (NGC).  The  present  1916-D,  possess- 
ing much  original  lustre,  may  be  just  right  for  many  buyers — high 
enough  in  quahty  to  show  nearly  all  details,  but  below  full  Mint 
State  level,  thus  indicating  a lower  market  price.  Obverse  and  re- 
verse are  highly  lustrous  with  gray  toning,  sort  of  a Florentine  ef- 
fect. Nearly  aU  original  lustre  remains  in  the  fields.  On  the  cheek 
of  Miss  Liberty  are  some  distracting  marks,  which  we  suggest  you 
examine  during  the  lot  viewing  process.  Were  it  not  for  these  we 
could  see  an  assigned  grade  of  MS-60.  Of  all  “Mercury”  dimes, 
1916-1945,  this  is  the  most  desired  variety. 

1628  1917  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  well  struck,  lustrous,  and  with 
light  golden  toning — a “poster  coin”  in  all  respects. 


1629  1917-D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  A high  degree  ofvibrant  lustre  glows 
succinctly  beneath  rich  orange,  rose,  and  lilac  highlights.  Destined 
for  a home  in  a cabinet  where  rich,  original  toning  highlights  are 
appreciated. 


1630  1917-S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Splendid  light  silver  surfaces  with 
delicately  mottled  golden  toning.  A few  bright  “patches”  of  semi- 
proof lustre  are  seen  in  the  obverse  fields.  A high-grade  example 
of  this  early  mintmark  issue  in  the  Mercury  dime  series. 
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Sharply  Struck  1919-S  Dime 


1631  1919-S  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  A lovely  example,  sharply  struck, 
and  highly  lustrous,  of  the  1919-S  dime.  At  this  level  the  issue  is 
quite  scarce.  Add  to  the  preceding  the  aspect  of  light  golden  ton- 
ing and  splendid  eye  appeal  and  you  have  one  of  the  nicest  MS-64 
coins  possible  to  obtain. 


Full  Bands  1920-S  Mercury  Dime 


1632  1920-S  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  This  1920-S  dime,  certified  as  Full 
Bands,  has  the  divisions  split  on  the  reverse.  On  the  obverse  there 
is  some  light  striking  at  the  right  digit  of  the  date,  which  is  men- 
tioned simply  for  advanced  speciahsts.  The  piece  is  frosty  and  at- 
tractive overall.  Somewhat  scarce  so  fine. 


1633  1923-S  MS-65  (NGC).  A highly  attractive  example  of  the  some- 
what scarce  1923-S  Mercury  dime,  this  piece  combines  deep,  rich 
lustre  and  light  lilac  toning  with  mottled  areas  of  magenta  and  blue. 
Exceptional  eye  appeal. 


1634  1924-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces  with  some  flecks 
of  gray  on  the  obverse.  Sharply  struck,  qualifying  it  for  the  Full 
Bands  designation.  Original  mint  lustre  is  very  rich. 


“Trophy”  1925-D  Dime 
None  Finer  Graded  by  NGC 


1635  1925-D  MS-67  FB  (NGC).  Sharpness,  high  technical  grade,  deep 
and  rich  lustre,  and  superb  eye  appeal  combine  to  create  a truly 
memorable  example  of  this  date,  a “trophy”  if  there  ever  was  one. 
Among  NGC  certification  none  finer  is  listed.  Among  Mercury 
dimes  the  1925-D  is  somewhat  scarce  in  Mint  State,  never  mind 
the  really  high  level  offered  here.  The  present  coin  is  sure  to  at- 
tract a lot  of  attention  as  it  crosses  the  block. 

NGC  Census:  3;  none  finer. 


Impressive  Gem  1929-D  Mercury  Dime 
Single  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


1636  1929-D  MS-68  (PCGS).  A bright  and  lustrous  gem  with  incred- 
ible splashes  of  deep  gold,  orange,  and  violet  scattered  here  and 
there,  particularly  on  Liberty’s  portrait,  and  at  the  fasces  on  the 
reverse.  Literallyjust  a hair’s  breadth  from  FSB  designation,  which 
adds  to  the  remarkable  quality  of  this  beautiful  dime.  This  is  the 
only  example  of  the  date  called  MS-68  by  PCGS,  with  none  finer 
in  any  designation. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 


Frosty  Gem  Uncirculated  1934-D  Dime 
None  Graded  Finer  by  PCGS 


1637  1934-D  MS-67  FB  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem  with  strong  lustre  and 
a whisper  of  faint  golden  toning.  The  strike  is  bold  and  the  eye 
appeal  is  equal  to  the  task  the  grade  demands.  No  1934-D  dime 
has  received  a finer  grade  within  the  FB  designation  than  the 
present  beauty  from  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  22;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 
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Sparkling  Gem  Mint  State  1935-S  Dime 

Tied  for  Finest  FB  Graded  by  PCGS 


1638  1935-S  MS-67  FB  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem  of  the  finest  order,  a 
coin  that  glimmers  in  all  its  pristine  beauty.  Sharp  and  appealing, 
and  tied  for  finest  FB  of  the  date  certified  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  56;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 

A careful  look  under  low  magnification  reveals  what  could  be  the  remnants 
of  a previously  punched  9 in  the  field  below  the  existing  9 in  the  date. 


Superb  Gem  Proof  1936  Dime 


1639  1936  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful  with  light  golden 
toning.  Once,  all  1936  Proof  dimes  were  at  this  level,  but  in  the 
years  since  then  many  have  been  cleaned  or  damaged,  and  today 
such  pieces  are  in  the  minority. 

From  the  Legend  Collection. 


Superb  Gem  Mint  State  1936  Dime 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


(2x  photo) 


1642  1936  MS-68  FB  (PCGS).  A frosty  and  lustrous  gem  with  full 
brilliance  on  pristine  surfaces.  This  date  is  anything  but  common 
in  the  assigned  grade — indeed,  no  finer  example  of  the  date  has 
been  graded  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  8;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 


Impressive  Gem  Uncirculated  1937  Mercury  lOy 

None  Graded  Finer  by  PCGS 


1643  1937  MS-68  FB  (PCGS).  A frosty  gem  with  a hint  of  pale  gold 
on  lustrous  surfaces.  You  won’t  find  a finer  FB  example  of  this 
date  in  a PCGS  holder! 

PCGS  Population:  23;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 


Superb  Gem  Proof  1936  Dime 


1640  1936  Proof-67  (NGC).  Brilliant,  beautiflil,  and  well  worth  con- 
sidering. Lowest  Proof  mintage  of  any  Mercury  dime.  Most  re- 
maining pieces  are  not  this  nice. 


Low-Mintage  1936  Dime 

Superb  Gem 


1641  1936  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned  with  .some  splashes  of  iri- 

descence. The  1936  Proof  is  the  key  to  the  Mercury  dime  Proof 
series,  1936-1942,  and  has  the  lowest  mintage.  Not  many  remain 
in  condition  as  nice  as  this. 


1644  1937  MS-68  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  surfaces  show  a hint  of 
rich  golden  toning.  Tied  for  finest  graded  of  the  date  by  PCGS. 
PCGS  Population:  7;  none  finer. 


1645  1938  Proof-67  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  pleasing.  A very  nice  ex- 
ample of  this  issue.  Modern  Proofs  from  1936  to  date  have  been  a 
special  focus  for  many  numismatists,  and  have  also  been  the  sub- 
ject of  recent  research,  study,  and  writing  by  well-known  author 
David  W.  Lange. 


1646  1939-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  A sparkling  and  bright  gem  with 
explosive  lustre  and  grand  eye  appeal. 
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Superbly  Toned  Gem  1940-D  Dime 

None  Graded  Finer  by  PCGS 


1647  1940-D  MS-68  FB  (PCGS).  Frosty  silver  gray  centers  give  way 
to  deep  and  rich  crescents  of  gold,  rust,  and  violet  at  the  rims.  One 
look  should  convince  you  that  this  is,  indeed,  one  of  the  finest 
examples  ot  the  date  PCGS  is  ever  likely  to  see! 

PCGS  Population:  19;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 


Elusive  1942/1-D  Dime 

Choice,  Sharp  Gem 


Superb  Gem  1940-S  Dime 

None  Graded  Finer  by  NGC 


1648  1940-S  MS-68  FB  (NGC).  A sparkling  gem  of  the  finest  order. 
Splashes  of  rich  iridescent  blue,  rose,  and  gold  grace  the  obverse, 
while  the  reverse  shares  space  with  splashes  of  deep  crimson  and 
orange  iridescence.  A sharply  struck  gem,  one  of  only  two  ex- 
amples of  the  date  called  MS-68  FB  by  NGC,  with  none  certified 
finer.  Sparkling  quality  and  unabashed  toning  highlights  make  for 
a grand  opportunity. 

NGC  Census:  2;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 


Incredible  Quality  1942/1  Dime 

None  Finer  Seen 


1649  1942/1  MS-66  (PCGS).  We  have  seen  quite  a few  things  in  our 
numismatic  lifetime,  including  many  hundreds  of  1942/ 1 Mercury 
Dimes.  However,  no  single  piece  has  ever  exceeded  this  in  terms 
of  beauty  and  overall  desirability,  and  few  have  matched  it.  More- 
over, although  this  variety  is  not  certified  as  having  Full  Bands, 
the  bands  on  the  reverse  are  full  except  for  a very  tiny  area.  The 
lustre  is  deep  and  rich.  The  striking  is  sharp  at  the  all-important 
date  (with  the  overdate  feature  being  bold).  When  this  piece  sells 
we  expect  a lot  of  excitement.  The  coin  is  fantastic,  and  any  atten- 
tion it  gets  is  richly  deserved. 

PCCiS  Population:  I;  none  finer. 


1650  1942/1-D  MS-64  FB  (NGC).  1942/1-D  is  elusive  in  all  grades, 
particularly  in  Mint  State,  as  this  variety  was  not  known  to  numis- 
matist until  quite  a few  years  after  it  was  struck  (a  condition  quite 
unlike  that  for  its  Philadelphia  Mint  counterpart).  Today,  examples 
at  the  Mint  State  level  are  few  and  far  between,  and  at  the  MS-64 
level  are  hardly  ever  seen.  The  present  piece  checks  in  at  MS-64,  is 
sharply  struck  besides,  and  is  deeply  and  richly  lustrous,  with  vivid 
iridescent  toning.  Mercury  dimes  are  an  exceedingly  popular  spe- 
cialty, and  we  expect  there  will  be  quite  a scramble  to  land  this  one 
in  a net. 


Lustrous  1942/1-D  Dime 

Brilliant  and  Attractive 


1651  1942/1-D  AU-58  (PCGS).  This  rare  1 942/ 1 -D  dime  comes  with 
nearly  complete  mint  lustre,  overlaid  with  light  golden  toning  and 
some  hints  of  blue.  This  is  about  as  close  as  one  can  get  to  Uncir- 
culated without  actually  being  there.  Perhaps  with  grading  inter- 
pretations being  what  they  are,  seemingly  evolving,  this  will  cross 
the  line  at  some  future  time-it  is  that  nice. 

1652  1942/1-D  EF-40  (PCGS).  Pale  golden  highlights  enhance  the 
lively  lustre  on  this  popular  branch  mint  overdate,  presented  here 
in  a highly  collectable  grade. 


Sparkling  Gem  1942-D  Dime 

None  Graded  Finer  by  PCGS 


1653  1942-D  MS-68  FB  (PCGS).  Bright  and  lustrous  centers  give  w.iy 
to  rich  deep  gold,  rust,  orange,  and  violet  at  the  rims,  especially  so 
on  the  reverse.  No  1942-D  dime  has  been  graded  finer  than  the 
present  gem  within  the  FB  designation  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Populition:  13;  none  finer  within  the  design.ition. 
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Superb  Gem  Mint  State  1943-D  Dime 

Among  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


1654  1943-D  MS-68  FB  (PCGS).  An  incredibly  lustrous  and  equally 
gorgeous  example  of  the  date,  a gem  that  is  tied  for  finest  certified 
honors  within  the  FB  designation  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  19;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 


1655 


1944-D  MS-68  FB  (PCGS).  A bright  and  lustrous  gem  with 
plenty  of  eye  appeal.  No  example  of  the  date  has  been  graded  finer 
within  the  FB  designation  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  57;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 


1656  1944-D  MS-68  FB  (PCGS).  Another  sparkling  gem  example  of 
the  date! 

PCGS  Population:  57;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 


1659  1875-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Deeply  lustrous  with  splashes  of  gray 
on  the  obverse  and  reverse,  mostly  silver  overall.  Significantly  above 
average  in  striking  sharpness. 

The  dentil  directly  below  the  7 (1875)  is  somewhat  irregular,  possibly  an 
artifact  from  a misplaced  date? 


Proof  1876  Twenty-Cent  Piece 


1660  1876  Proof-64  (NGC).  A scarce  Proof  example  from  the  cen- 
tennial year.  The  present  piece  is  magenta  on  the  high  surfaces 
and  a blend  of  gunmetal-blue  and  magenta  in  the  fields.  As  a class. 
Proof  twenty  cent  pieces  are  scarce,  and  there  is  always  a demand 
for  them. 


Super  1876  Twenty-Cent  Piece 
Gem  Circulation  Strike 


1657  1944-D  MS-68  (PCGS).  A gorgeous  gem  with  intense  lustre  and 
grand  eye  appeal.  No  example  of  the  date  has  been  graded  finer 
within  the  designation  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  none  finer. 


TWENTY-CENT  PIECES 

Though  small  in  size,  the  present  offering  of  200  pieces  is  large  in  qual- 
ity and  appeal,  offering  Proofs  of  1875,  1876,  and  1878,  along  with  an 
1875-S  in  MS-63,  and  a gem  MS-66  1876,  one  of  the  finest  circulation 
strike  examples  of  the  date  available. 


Proof  1875  Twenty  Cents 


1658  1875  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Medium  gray  and  lilac  toning  over  well- 
struck  surfaces  and  mirrorlike  fields.  First  year  of  issue  of  this  cu- 
rious denomination,  a coin  that  seemed  perfectly  logical  when 
Senator  Jones,  Nevada,  championed  the  passage  of  its  authoriza- 
tion, but  which  quickly  proved  to  be  impossible  in  the  market- 
place, as  the  public  confused  them  w'ith  quarters.  Coinage  soon 
ended,  creating  the  shortest-lived  regular  denomination  in  the 
American  scries. 


1661  1876  MS-66  (NGC).  When  circulation  strike  examples  are  seen 

of  the  1876  twenty-cent  piece,  they  arc  usually  sharply  struck  and 
ofbeautiful  appearance,  as  here.  However,  wdth  the  demand  being 
what  it  is,  such  pieces  do  not  appear  in  the  numismatic  market 
very  often.  Among  such,  the  present  coin  is  of  exceptional  high 
technical  grade  and  of  exceptional  beauty'  as  well,  possessing  as  it 
does  delicate  heather  and  blue  toning  on  the  obverse,  over  silver 
surfaces,  and  lovely  gunmetal-blue  and  magenta  toning  on  the  re- 
verse. To  see  this  coin  is  to  want  to  buy  it.  Truly,  this  is  one  of  the 
very  finest  in  existence. 
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Gem  1878  Twenty-Cent  Piece 

Proof-Only  Date 


(2x  photo) 


1662  1878  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Gray,  blue,  and  iridescent  toning  over 
mirror  surfaces.  The  1878,  the  last  year  of  the  twenty-cent  piece 
series,  was  struck  only  in  Proof  format.  The  exact  number  made  is 
not  known  with  certainty,  and  over  the  years  different  figures  have 
been  given  in  the  standard  reference,  the  current  Guide  Book  of 
United  States  Coins  suggesting  600.  As  we  often  note,  rarity  never 
goes  out  of  style,  and  the  1878  has  been  a key  issue  for  a long  time. 


QUARTER  DOLLARS 

Early  quarter  dollars  start  with  a nice  AU-55  1805  and  an  1806/5  in 
MS-62,  followed  by  spectacular  gem  MS-65  examples  of  1806  and  1818/ 
5,  plus  many  other  highlights  to  suit  every  need  and  taste,  as  well  as  every 
budget.  Liberty  Seated  quarters  also  offer  up  a selection  of  great  coins  of 
many  and  varied  dates  and  mintmark  combinations.  High  among  these  is 
a Mint  State-66  1844-0  and  a choice  AU-58  1849-0,  two  notable  rari- 
ties from  the  New  Orleans  Mint  when  found  so  fine,  as  well  as  many 
Proofs  and  Uncirculated  pieces  that  follow. 

Barber  quarters  are  sprinkled  with  many  great  Proof  and  Mint  State 
pieces,  including  a gem  MS-66  1913-S,  a key  date  rarity  in  an  outstanding 
high  grade!  Both  ends  of  the  grading  spectrum  are  represented  by  the  1916 
Standing  Liberty  quarter  rarity,  a gem  MS-65  FH  piece  and  a problem- 
free  VG-8  example  of  the  date,  which  is,  if  anything,  even  more  rare  well- 
circulated  with  a readable  date  than  it’s  beautiful  gem  counterpart — though, 
of  course,  there  is  a large  “spread”  in  value  between  the  two!  Other  high- 
lights include  a nice  AU  1918/7-S,  and  gem  examples  of  the  1919-D  (MS- 
65)  and  1919-S  (MS-67)  rarities.  The  sole  entrant  in  the  Washington  quarter 
design  type  is  a gem  MS-65  1934  Doubled  Die  Obverse  quarter,  an  excit- 
ing coin  in  its  own  right! 


Lustrous  1805  B-3  Quarter 


(2x  photo) 


1663  1805  Browning-3.  Rarity-1.  AU-55  (PCGS).  A lovely  example, 
this  piece  displays  rich  iridescent  patination  over  lustrous  surfaces. 
There  is  some  lightness  at  the  center.  The  fields  retain  the  major- 
ity of  their  original  mint  frost.  An  attractive  example  from  both 
the  grade  and  appearance  standpoints. 
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Mint  State  1806/5  Quarter  Dollar 
Above  Average  Strike 


1664  1806/5  B-1.  Rarity-2.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Quarter  dollars  of  the 
type  combining  Draped  Bust  and  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse  are  often 
miserably  struck.  This  piece  is  a truly  remarkable  exception,  and 
while  certain  of  the  stars  at  the  right  are  somewhat  light,  overall 
the  detail  is  superb.  As  such  this  piece  stands  tall  above  the  compe- 
tition. Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  an  attractive  lilac  color  over 
lustrous  surfaces.  This  piece  has  been  well  cared  for  over  the  years 
and  shows  few  distracting  marks.  The  overdate  feature  is  especially 
well  delineated  on  this  variety,  with  virtually  the  entire  lower  part 
of  the  5 still  intact  at  the  lower  part  of  the  6,  interesting  to  con- 
template under  examination. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  8 finer  (MS-65  finest). 


Gem  Mint  State  1806  250 

Among  Finest  Known 


(2x  photo) 


1665  1806  B-3.  Rarity-1.  MS-65  (NGC).  A gem  specimen  of  the  1806 
Browning-3  variety,  this  piece  is  close  to  the  finest  known  in  the 
NGC  Census.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  have  deep  and  especially 
rich  lustre  in  the  fields,  sensationally  so.  There  is  some  lightness  of 
strike  at  the  center,  this  being  par  for  the  course,  and  to  be  ex- 
pected on  quarter  dollars  of  this  date.  The  overall  aspect  is  excel- 
lent, and  the  piece  has  a lot  of  “life”  and  “flash.”  For  the  specialist 
or  type  collector  this  offering  merits  special  consideration. 

NGC  Census:  2;  1 finer  (MS-66  finest). 
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Gem  1818/5  Quarter 


(2x  photo) 

1666  1818/5  B-l.  Rarity-3.  MS-65  (NGC).  A splendid  specimen, 
mottled  light  brown  and  golden  toning  over  deeply  frosted  sur- 
faces. This  is  the  second  year  of  the  Capped  Bust  motif  in  the  quar- 
ter dollar  scries,  struck  from  an  1815  dated  die  overpunched  with 
an  8.  The  original  5 is  quite  clear  when  view'ed  under  low  magni- 
fication. The  striking  is  excellent  on  both  sides  with  good  defini- 
tion to  the  hair  of  Miss  Liberty,  the  star  center,  the  eagle’s  feath- 
ers, the  motto,  and  the  other  aspects.  Among  coins  of  this  variety 
the  present  piece  is  one  of  the  nicest  we  have  ever  encountered. 

NGC  Census:  8;  one  finer  (MS-66). 


Prooflike  1822  Quarter  Dollar 

Choice  Mint  State 


(2x  photo) 

1667  1822  B-l.  Rarity-3.  MS-63  (ANACS).  A lovely  specimen  that 
displays  a generous  quotient  of  prooflike  surface  on  both  sides, 
this  1822  can  be  deemed  to  be  of  world  class  quality.  Over  a long 
span  of  years  relatively  few  cabinets  have  had  a Browning- 1 to  match 
the  present  piece.  The  obverse  is  very  well  detailed  in  the  portrait 
and  date,  less  so  at  the  star  centers,  but  attractive  overall.  The  field 
is  highly  prooflike,  light  gold  and  silver  at  the  center,  changing  to 
gunmetal-blue  at  the  borders.  The  reverse  is  well  struck  in  all  as- 
pects, including  the  eagle’s  feathers.  The  toning  characteristics 
match  the  obverse.  A splendid  coin  from  the  standpoint  of  eye 
appeal,  a “keeper”  by  any  evaluation. 
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Rare  1824/2  Quarter  Dollar 


(2x  photo) 


1668  1824/2  B-1.  Rarity-3.  AU-53  (PCGS).  A lovely  example  of  this 
rare  issue,  the  present  piece  checks  in  at  AU-53,  a very  desirable 
grade.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  toned  in  light  gray,  heather, 
and  magenta  hue,  blended  together,  sometimes  accenting  one  color, 
sometimes  another.  The  striking  is  quite  good.  All  told  the  spe- 
cialist will  find  this  to  be  a notable  opportunity. 

PCGS  Population;  4;  2 finer  (AU-58  finest). 


1669 


Another  1824/2  Quarter 


1824/2  B-1.  Rarity-3.  EF-45  (PCGS).  A second  example  of 
this  overdate,  the  present  piece  exhibits  more  wear  than  the  pre- 
ceding but  within  the  context  ot  the  designated  grade  is  quite  at- 
tractive. Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  light  silver,  toned  medium 
with  splashes  of  gray,  blue,  and  lilac. 

I’CGS  Population:  6;  7 finer  (AU-58  finest). 


Famous  1828  B-3  Quarter 

Error  Reverse 


(2x  photo) 


1670  1828  B-3.  Rarity-4.  25/50C  AU-50  (PCGS).  A lovely  example 
of  this  famous  quarter,  utilizing  the  25/5()C  also  seen  employed  in 
1822,  but  kept  on  the  shelf  in  the  meantime.  This  is  one  of  the 
most  significant  goofs  in  early  19th-century  die  cutting. 

Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  toned  medium  gray  with  some 
hints  of  gold.  Traces  of  lustre  can  be  seen  here  and  there.  The 
denomination  error  is  boldly  visible. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  5 finer  (MS-63  finest). 
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Choice  Mint  State  1837  Quarter 


1671  1837  B-4.  Rarity-6.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  lustre  is  enhanced 
by  light  golden,  blue,  and  gray  toning.  Well  struck,  and  with  ex- 
cellent eye  appeal.  A pristine  piece  that  has  never  dipped  or  cleaned. 
Specialists  should  consider  this  opportunity  carefully. 


Choice  1840-0  Quarter  Dollar 
Attractive  MS-63 


1673  1840-0  No  Drapery.  MS-63  (NGC).  Very  attractive  specimen 
with  light  gray  toning  over  satiny  lustrous  surfaces.  The  design  of 
this,  with  a plane  (basined)  field  and  small  date  surrounded  by  much 
open  area,  gives  this  variety  a distinctive  cameo  appearance  quite 
unlike  Liberty  Seated  quarters  of  later  years.  This  is  of  the  With- 
out Drapery  style,  thus  making  it  of  additional  importance  as  a 
type  coin.  As  it  is  from  the  New  Orleans  Mint  it  quite  possibly  is 
from  the  exciting  find  found  a generation  ago  in  that  city  when  an 
excavation  was  being  preformed,  the  details  of  which  are  given  in 
Dave  Bowers’  book,  American  Coins  Treasures  and  Hoards. 

NGC  Census:  6;  7 finer  (MS-65  finest). 


1674 


(2x  photo) 


Choice  Mint  State  1838  Quarter 
Vividly  Toned 


1672  1838  No  Drapery.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A vividly  toned  example 
with  intense  gunrnetal-blue  patination  over  lustrous  surfaces,  ac- 
cented with  splashes  of  magenta.  Some  light  striking  is  seen  in  the 
stars  on  the  left  obverse,  of  no  concern  to  most  numismatists.  Im- 
portant as  the  first  year  of  the  Liberty  Seated  design  in  the  quarter 
dollar  scries.  All  ol  this  issue  are  without  extra  cloth,  called  “drap- 
ery" at  the  elbow. 


Choice  1843  Quarter  Dollar 


1843  MS-64  (NGC).  A choice  example,  among  the  finest  graded 
by  NGC,  of  this  early  Liberty  Seated  issue.  The  surfaces  are  silver 
with  light  gray  toning.  The  striking  is  superb,  and  at  first  glance 
this  is  what  captures  the  eye — extraordinary  definition  of  all  de- 
tails. An  exceptional  specimen  of  a date  not  often  seen  so  fine. 

NCC  Census:  7;  1 finer  (MS-65). 

The  obverse  is  seen  to  have  a trisecting  break,  radial  cracks  seemingly  ema- 
nating from  the  left  side  of  the  shield,  one  extending  upward  to  the  lelt  to  the 
1 1 :00  position,  another  to  the  right  at  the  2:00  position,  and  another  below  to. 


say,  5:30. 
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Superb  Gem  1844-0  Quarter 
The  Pittman  Specimen 
Sole  Finest  Graded 


1675  1844-0  MS-66  (NGC).  What  a splendid  specimen  this  is!  For 
starters,  it  is  the  finest  graded  by  NGC,  with  no  competition  at 
this  level.  Second,  perhaps  even  more  important,  it  is  quite  attrac- 
tive, light  silver  surfaces  with  mottled  iridescent  toning.  Third,  it 
traces  its  pedigree  to  the  fabulous  collection  formed  by  John  Jay 
Pittman  and  sold  by  David  Akers. 

As  a class.  New  Orleans  quarter  dollars  of  the  1840s  are  some- 
what scarce.  When  seen  they  are  apt  to  be  in  worn  grades  or  in  low 
Mint  State.  The  present  piece  is  a pleasing  exception. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 

From  David  Akers’  sale  of  the John  Jay  Pittman  Collection,  May  1998, 
Lot  1311.  I 


Key  1849-0  Quarter 

A Classic  in  the  Series 


1676  1849-0  AU-58  (PCGS).  Among  Liberty  Seated  quarters  of  the 
early  era  the  1849-0  stands  high  as  a famous  rarity.  Examples  are 
few  and  far  between  on  the  market,  and  when  seen  are  often  well 
worn.  The  present  piece  is  a notable  exception,  perhaps  evidenced 
no  more  dramatically  than  noting  its  rank  as  among  the  finest 
graded  by  PCGS,  even  though  the  best  of  all  reaches  “just”  MS- 
62.  Over  a long  span  of  years  advanced  and  specialized  collections 
of  Liberty  Seated  quarters  have  usually  contained  pieces  below  the 
status  of  that  offered  here. 

The  coin  is  very  attractive  in  all  aspects  and  has  silver  surfaces, 
retaining  much  lustre,  accented  with  splashes  of  magenta,  gun- 
metal-blue,  and  gold.  This  piece  is  truly  a find  for  the  specialist,  a 
highlight  in  the  present  sale. 


PCGS  Population:  4;  2 finer  (MS-62  finest) 


(2x  photo) 


Choice  1850  Quarter 

Splendidly  Prooflike 


1677  1850  MS-63  (PCGS).  A splendid  and  curious  example,  this  185 
quarter  is  choice  Mint  State,  exceptional  for  this  elusive  date.  Un- 
der magnification  it  is  quite  interesting  to  study,  with  the  obverse 
and  reverse  both  having  prominent  parallel  die  striae  from  the  fin- 
ishing process,  indicating  this  must  have  been  a very  early  impres- 
sion from  the  die  pair.  If  you  specialize  in  Liberts'  Seated  quarters 
you  may  want  to  examine  it  carefully.  It  is  quite  interesting  and. 
ultimately,  a desirable  possibility  to  add  to  your  cabinet. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  2 finer  (MS-6.S  finest). 
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Condition  Census  1853-0  Quarter 

Arrows  and  Rays 
Top  PCGS  Grade 


(2x  photo) 

1678  1853-0  Arrows  and  Rays.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen, 


this  1853-0  has  been  graded  MS-64  by  PCGS,  but  could  have 
been  graded  MS-65  without  dissent,  this  being  our  opinion.  As  it 
is,  the  present  piece  stands  high  in  the  PCGS  ranking,  with  just  a 
few  peers,  and  none  finer. 

The  surfaces  are  highly  lustrous  on  both  sides,  and  hght  golden 
toning  adds  to  the  appeal,  accented  by  some  splashes  of  blue  and 
other  iridescent  hues. 

PCGS  Population:  7;  none  finer. 

The  1853-0  quarter  is  one  of  a rather  elite  series  of  type  coins  that  were 
made  only  in  a single  year.  Some  in  this  category  are  common  (such  as  the  1909 
V.D.13.  cent  and  the  1883  No  CENTS  nickel);  others  are  slightly  scarce  (as  here), 
and  others  are  very  rare  (such  as  the  1796  No  Stars  and  1808  quarter  e.igles). 


Appealing  1857  Quarter  Dollar 


1679  1857  MS-64  (NGC).  Appealing  in  every  respect,  this  1857  Lib- 
erty Seated  quarter  offers  sharp  strike,  lustrous  surfaces,  fairly  high 
numerical  grade,  attractive  natural  toning,  and  excellent  eye  ap- 
peal. Enough  said,  perhaps! 


Gem  1858  Quarter  Dollar 


1680  1858  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  sharply  struck,  a coin 
that  will  appeal  to  nearly  everyone.  Such  pieces  emphasize  the  ex- 
ceptional quality  to  be  found  throughout  the  present  catalogue. 


Gem  Proof  1859  Quarter  Dollar 


1681  1859  Proof-65  (NGC).  A splendid  gem  with  medium  blue  and 
iridescent  toning  over  mirror  surfaces.  CDne  of  slightly  over  400 
pieces  believed  to  have  been  distributed  from  a Proof  mintage  of 
800.  Today,  Proofs  are  few  and  far  between,  and  not  often  does 
one  of  this  level  come  on  the  market.  Perhaps  it  is  indicative  of  the 
present  sale  that  we  have  several.  So  it  often  is  with  American  Nu- 
mismatic Rarities! 
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Another  Gem  Proof  1859  250 


1682  1859  Proof-65  (NGC).  Another  splendid  specimen,  this  piece 
possesses  iridescent  toning  as  well,  blue  and  magenta,  over  mirror 
surfaces,  a coin  of  memorable  appearance  and  quality. 


A Third  Gem  1859  Proof  250 


1683  1859  Proof-65  (NGC).  From  the  same  consignor  as  the  preced- 
ing comes  this  piece,  also  iridescent  toning,  somewhat  lighter  than 
the  two  preceding,  mostly  lilac  at  the  centers  changing  to  blue  and 
magenta  at  the  borders.  As  nice  as  can  be! 

It  is  a challenging  pursuit  to  entleavor  to  acquire  a dill  set  ot  copper,  nickel, 
and  silver  coins  from  the  first  year  that  I’roots  were  widely  sold  to  collectors,  1858, 
to  the  latest  in  the  early  series,  1916.  With  relatively  few  exceptions  most  are  af- 
fordahle.  As  they  were  produced  for  collectors  the  coins  have  a high  survival  rate. 
However,  quality  varies,  and  in  general  is  apt  to  be  lower  for  issues  of  the  1850s 
and  186(ls,  and,  for  example,  the  pieces  struck  in  the  early  20th  century.  While 


putting  together  a collection  at  any  miscellaneous  Pnxif  level  would  n<H  be  hard  Uj 
do,  to  acquire  only  choice  and  gem  Proofs  with  attraedve  appearance  is  indeed  a 
sport  and  challenge  and  apt  to  take  a few  years.  The  present  sale  gives  a running  start 
in  that  regard,  even  for  someone  who  wants  to  go  beyond  choice  and  gem  and  ac- 
quire in  some  series  ultra  gem  pieces.  Collectively,  some  of  the  nicest  Proofs  to 
come  on  the  market  in  our  era  are  contained  between  the  covers  of  this  catalogue. 


Gem  1859  Quarter  Dollar 

Amongst  Finest  Certified 


1684  1859  MS-65  (NGC).  A splendid  example  of  this  popular  Phila- 
delphia Mint  issue,  a coin  with  a somewhat  cameo  aspect  due  to 
the  small  date  logotype  used  this  year.  The  obverse  has  satiny  sur- 
faces of  exquisite  quality  against  which  the  seated  figure  of  Lib- 
erty, the  stars,  and  the  date  are  all  boldly  defined.  The  reverse  is 
similarly  satiny,  again  with  superb  detail.  The  high  assigned  grad- 
ing number  completes  the  equation  to  produce  an  especially  high 
quality  coin. 

NGC  Census:  6;  1 finer  (MS-66). 
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Gem  Proof  1862  Quarter  Dollar 


1687  1870  Proof-67  (NGC).  A superb  specimen,  finest  graded  by 
NGC,  with  just  two  others  at  this  level.  Medium  golden  toning  at 
the  center  changes  to  iridescent  blue  at  the  borders.  A very  attrac- 
tive example  of  a quarter  dollar  variety  that  sometimes  is  found 
with  problems. 

NGC  Census:  3;  none  finer. 


Mint  State  1862-S  Quarter 


Superb  Gem  1870  Quarter 

Top  NGC  Grade 


(2.x  photo) 


1685  1862  Proof-65  (NGC).  Among  the  highest  graded  coins  by  NGC, 
this  piece  exhibits  iridescent  toning  on  both  sides,  generally  lighter 
at  the  center  changing  through  various  colors  to  blue  at  the  bor- 
ders. Another  artistic  piece. 


1686  1862-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Medium  gray  and  hlac  toning,  over  sat- 
iny lustrous  surfaces.  Far  above  the  typical  well  worn  specimen 
usually  encountered  in  numismatic  circles,  par  for  the  course  be- 
ing, say.  Very  Fine. 

I'CXfS  Population:  4;  4 finer  (MS-64  finest).  ' 


V 


1688 


1689 


Colorful  Gem  Proof  1870  Quarter 


1870  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Bright  gold,  sky  blue,  and  sea  green  high- 
lights add  extra  life  to  the  mirror  fields  and  frosty  motifs  ot  this 
lovely  gem  Proof  Liberty  Seated  quarter.  Among  the  dozen  finest 
Proofs  of  the  date  certified  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  10;  2 finer  (both  Proof-66). 


Choice  1875-S  Quarter  Dollar 

Pristine  Mint  State 


1875-S  MS-64  (NGC).  A choice  example,  this  piece  is  m pris- 
tine Mint  State,  never  dipped  or  otherwise  fussed  with.  Fhe  sur- 
faces are  silver,  delicately  toned  heather,  and  gray.  Stuiic  iridescent 
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areas  can  be  seen  here  and  there.  A few  marks  can  be  discerned  on 
the  obverse  and  are  mostly  hidden  by  the  toning.  The  present  piece 
ranks  among  the  top  10  certified  by  NGC. 

NGC  Census:  5;  5 finer  (MS-65  finest). 


Iridescent  Proof  1879  Quarter 

High  Condition  Census 


1690  1879  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A superb  specimen  with  vivid  irides- 
cent toning  on  the  obverse,  changing  from  gold  and  magenta  at 
the  centers  through  splashes  of  blue  at  the  borders.  The  reverse  is 
primarily  silver  at  the  centers,  changing  to  gold  and  blue.  Another 
very  artistic  coin,  an  example  with  old-time  toning  that  is  sure  to 
delight  auction  lot  viewers  as  well  as  the  ultimate  purchaser. 


Superb  Gem  Proof  1880  Quarter 


1691  1880  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen  with  light  golden 
toning  on  the  obverse,  with  hints  of  magenta,  absolutely  gorgeous. 
The  reverse  is  toned  an  intense  gunmetal-blue-gray.  Proof  1880 
quarters  have  always  been  popular,  in  part  because  related  circula- 
tion strikes  have  such  a low  mintage. 


Superb  Gem  Proof  1884  Quarter 


1692  1884  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  Delicate  golden  toning  against 
a silver  background  describes  the  obverse  of  this  high-grade  quar- 
ter dollar,  while  the  reverse  has  mottled  iridescent  toning  com- 
bining magenta,  gold,  and  blue.  A pristine  coin  which  has  been 
carefully  preserved  through  the  generations. 

PCGS  Population;  8;  2 finer  (Proof-67  Cameo  finest). 


Iridescent  Proof  1884  Quarter 

Gem  Proof-66 


1693  1884  Proof-66  (NGC).  Mottled  iridescent  toning  is  seen  on  the 
obverse,  with  splashes  of  gold,  magenta,  and  blue  over  frosted  de- 
vices and  deep  mirror  surfaces.  The  reverse  is  primarily  magenta 
at  the  center  changing  to  blue  and  then  to  light  gold.  Another  nice 
piece  no  doubt  from  an  old-time  collection. 


Notable  Gem  1886  Proof  250 


High  Condition  Census 


(2x  photo) 


1694  1886  Proof-67  ☆ Cameo  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  cameo  contrast 
of  the  devices  and  inscriptions.  Deep  mirror  fields.  A stunning 
example  of  this  generally  low-mintage  date,  ever  popular  for  this 
reason. 
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Another  Superb  1886  Quarter 


1695  1886  Proof-67  (NGC).  Another  superb  specimen,  this  piece  is 
among  the  finest  known.  In  contrast  to  the  preceding  this  piece  has 
exquisite  iridescent  toning,  lightly  and  nicely  blended  on  obverse 
and  reverse,  yielding  one  of  the  most  beautiful  examples  we  have 
ever  seen.  We  expect  that  conventional  market  wisdom  will  be  left 
in  the  dust  when  this  coin  crosses  the  auction  block.  Watch  it  go! 


Frosty  Gem  1889  Quarter 


1696  1889  MS-67  (PCGS).  A frosty,  satiny  gem  survivor  from  a circu- 
lation strike  mintage  ofjust  12,000  pieces.  Heavy  cartwheel  lustre 
and  faint  rose  and  gold  iridescence  add  to  the  overall  appeal.  Fur- 
ther, just  one  example  of  the  date  has  been  certified  finer  than  the 
present  beauty  by  I’GGS.  An  exciting  and  enticing  coin  that  closes 
in  rapidly  on  numismatic  perfection. 

I’l  ' ;S  P()piil.ini>n:  21,1  finer  (MS-fiH). 


Superb  Proof  1894  Quarter 

High  Condition  Census 


1697  1894  Proof-67  Cameo  (NGC).  A superb  specimen,  high  in  the 
condition  census,  exhibiting  sharply  struck  features  with  cameo 
contrast  set  against  deep  mirror  fields.  Just  a whisper  of  lilac  ton- 
ing completes  the  picture.  If  someone  were  to  ask,  “what  is  meant 
by  cameo  contrast”  this  coin  could  well  serve  as  a definition! 

NGC  Census:  8;  1 finer  (Proof-67*  Cameo). 

Superb  Gem  Proof  1894  Quarter 


1698  1894  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Light  lilac  and  blue  toning  with  splashes 
of  gold,  over  deep  mirror  surfaces.  Well  struck  and  very  attrac- 
tive. One  of  the  finest  surviving  pieces  from  the  Proof  mintage 
of  this  year. 


1699  1894  Proof-65  (NGC).  A splendid  specimen  with  beautiful  iri- 
descent toning.  The  obverse  ranges  trom  golden  gr.iy  at  the  center 
to  gunmetal-blue  at  the  borders,  while  the  reverse  is  silver  at  the 
center,  going  through  transitions  ot  magenta,  electric  blue,  gold, 
and  then  magenta,  all  in  a halo  effect  or  aura. 
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1700  1895-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  A lustrous  and  attractive  example  with 
deep  frost  overlaid  with  a hint  of  toning.  Significantly  above  aver- 
age in  strike.  A “high  end”  MS-65  com,  nicer  than  usually  seen  at 
this  grade. 


Superb  Gem  Proof  1898  Quarter 


1701  1898  Proof-67  Ultra  Cameo  (NGC).  Brilliant  overall,  probably 
precisely  as  it  appeared  on  the  day  it  was  struck  107  years  ago. 


Superb  Proof  1900  Quarter 

Vivid  Iridescent  Toning 


1702  1900  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Iridescent  toning  is  the  order  ot  the  day 
for  certain  pieces  in  the  present  catalogue,  and  this  piece  falls  in 
step.  The  obverse  is  medium  lilac  with  hints  of  magenta,  changing 
to  electric  blue  at  the  borders  with  hints  of  gold.  The  reverse  is 
primarily  silver  with  splashes  of  magenta,  gold,  and  blue.  A de- 
lightful example  that  must  surely  rank  among  the  most  attractive 
remaining  Proofs  from  the  original  mintage  ofjust  912. 

riic  reverse  is  from  tlie  old-style  hub  showing  subtle  differences  from  that 
used  later. 


1703 


Ever  Popular  1901 -S  Quarter 


1901-S  AG-3  (PCGS).  The  grade  of  this  piece  is  what  it  is — 
About  Good-3,  but  with  the  date  fairly  bold  and  the  mintmark 
unequivocal.  Well  worn,  this  piece  probably  served  in  circulation 
until  the  1940s,  when  some  alert  numismatist  snapped  it  up.  To- 
day the  1901-S  is  one  of  the  big  three  rarities  in  the  Barber  quarter 
series,  the  others  being  1896-S  and  1913-S.  Of  the  three,  the  1901- 
S (although  it  does  not  have  the  lowest  mintage — the  honors  for 
this  go  to  the  1913-S)  is  the  most  prized. 


1704  1904  MS-65  (PCGS).  Rich  lustre  is  seen  over  very  well-struck 
features.  Brilliant  with  a whisper  of  gold  toning.  Quality  with  a 
capital  Q. 


Spectacular  Gem  1913-S  Barber  250 


Low-Mintage  Key  Date  Rarity 


(2x  photo) 


1705 


1913-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  A frosty,  satiny  gem  with  rich  golden 
highlights  on  the  obverse  and  with  faint  rose  and  heather  on  the 
reverse.  The  underlying  lustre  cascades  broadly  across  the  smooth 
gem  surfaces  and  the  crisp,  sharp  strike  adds  greatly  to  the  appeal. 
With  a circulation  strike  mintage  ofjust  40,000  pieces,  the  1913- 
S Barber  quarter  represents  not  only  a key  date  within  the  design 
type,  but  also  one  of  the  lowest  mintage  figures  within  any  U.S 


AMERICAN  numismatic:  RARITIES 


314 


The  Jewell  Collection 


design  t\'pe  produced  in  the  2()th  century.  Further,  fewer  than  a 
half  dozen  examples  of  this  rarity  have  been  certified  finer  than 
the  present  gem  by  PCGS,  sort  of  the  “icing  on  the  cake.” 

PCGS  Population:  8;  5 finer  (MS-68  finest). 


Marvelous  1916  Standing  Liberty  Quarter 

Gem  Full  Head 


1706  1916  Standing  Liberty.  MS-65  FH  (PCGS).  In  a way  the  re- 
marks we  made  earlier  under  our  offering  of  a 1916-D  Mercury 
dime,  gem  Mint  State  and  sharply  struck,  can  be  applied  to  the  pres- 
ently offered  1916  Standing  Liberty  quarter.  Indeed,  both  are  from 
the  same  consignor,  a connoisseur  who  recognized  the  very  best  in 
quality.  The  presently  offered  quarter  dollar  is  nearly  fully  brilliant, 
with  delicate  golden  toning  over  richly  lustrous  surfaces.  Rarity, 
high  assigned  grade,  full  head  sharpness,  and  superb  eye  appeal  come 
together  to  create  one  of  the  nicest  examples  we  have  ever  seen. 

The  rarity  of  the  1916  Standing  Liberty  quarter  is  somewhat  of  a mystery, 
this  despite  the  recorded  mintage  of  only  52,000  pieces.  Even  so,  one  might 
think  that  the  novelty  of  the  first  year  of  issue  would  have  resulted  in  pieces 
being  saved  by  the  public.  Not  so.  It  appears  that  these  were  generally  ignored. 
A few  dealers,  namelyjohn  Zug,  Henry  Chapman,  and  William  K.  Pukall,  set 
aside  small  numbers  of  these  for  inventory,  probably  not  more  than  a few  hun- 
dred totally,  these  probably  accounting  for  most  gems  known  today.  Otherwise, 
the  pieces  slipped  into  circulation.  It  may  have  been  that  the  1917  quarters  were 
released  in  quantity  prior  to  the  1916,  or  there  may  be  some  other  explanation. 
We  have  long  searched  for  newspaper  clippings  regarding  this,  and  we  would  be 
interested  if  any  one  has  contemporary  comments  (published  in  1916)  about  the 
new  quarter  dollars,  apart  from  information  issued  by  the  Mint. 

It  was  not  until  the  1930s  that  collecting  by  date  and  mintmark  varieties 
became  popular,  this  with  the  advent  of  the  Raymond  “National”  holders  (made 
m Shippensburg,  Pennsylvania  by  M.L.  Beistle).  Later,  others  produced  albums 
and  folders,  most  notably  Whitman  Publishing  Company  in  Racine,  Wiscon- 
sin. In  1930  there  was  little  market  interest  in  the  1916  Standing  Liberty  quar- 
ter. By  1940  the  variety  was  well  known  as  a key  date,  demand  was  intense,  and 
the  price  had  risen  considerably.  Ever  since  then  it  has  gone  up,  up,  and  up. 

Today,  the  assigned  grade  can  be  one  thing  and  quality  can  be  something 
else  entirely.  When  both  aspects  meet  in  a single  piece,  such  as  this  lovely  gem, 
the  market  value  should  and  often  is  considerably  higher  than  what  would  oth- 
erwise be  the  case. 


Affordable  1916  Standing  Liberty  250 
The  Rarity  of  the  Era 


1707  1916  Standing  Liberty.  VG-8  (NGC).  The  desirability  of  the 
1916  Standing  Liberty  quarter  is  well  known.  While  owning  a lovely 
Mint  State,  or  even  a gem,  is  the  stuff  of  which  numismatic  dreams 
are  made,  from  the  standpoint  of  everyday  reality  a coin  such  as 
this  evenly  worn  VG-8  plays  to  a wider  audience.  The  present  piece 
has  attractive  silver  gray  surfaces  with  some  light  brown  toning. 
At  the  current  market  level,  several  thousand  dollars,  it  is  afford- 
able in  the  context  of  its  rarity. 


1708  1917  Type  I.  MS-65  FH  (NGC).  Lightly  mottled  gray  and  ma- 
genta toning  over  lustrous  surfaces — this  describes  the  obverse. 
The  reverse  is  lustrous  silver  with  light  brown  toning.  The  strik- 
ing is  excellent  on  both  sides.  This  quarter  is  ever  popular  as  short 
lived  type. 

1709  Quartette  of  Standing  Liberty  quarters:  ☆ 1917  Type  1.  MS- 
64  FH  (NGC)  ☆ 1917-D  Type  1.  MS-64  FH  (NGC)  ☆ 1917-S 
Type  1.  MS-63  (NGC)  ☆ 1930  Type  11.  MS-63  FH  (NGC).  AU 
are  lustrous  and  attractive  with  traces  of  delicate  rose-gold  and  hints 
of  soft  silver  gray  toning.  (Total:  4 pieces) 

1710  Group  of  NGC-certified  Standing  Liberty  quarters:  ☆ 1917 
Type  1.  MS-62.  Lustrous  with  a whisper  of  delicate  gold  "ir  1917- 
D Type  11.  AU-58  FH.  Satiny  golden  gray  surfaces  ☆ 1918  MS- 
61.  Lustrous  with  delicate  rose-gray  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1923  AU- 
58.  Lustrous  rose  surfaces  ☆ 1927  AU-58  FH.  Satiny  lustre  w'ith  a 
whisper  of  delicate  toning  ☆ 1929-D  MS-61.  Lustrous  with  lovely 
rose  highlights  ☆ 1930-S  AU-58  FH.  Mottled  gray  toning  over 
lustrous  surfaces.  (Total:  7 pieces) 


1711  1917-D  Type  I.  MS-65  FH  (PCGS).  A Full  Head  (really)  ex- 
ample that  is  sharply  struck  (really)  in  other  areas  as  well,  display- 
ing excellent  hair  detail,  shield  rivets,  a bold  date,  and  other  char- 
acteristics. Silvery  surfaces  arc  overlaid  with  gold  and  gray  toning 
on  the  obverse.  The  reverse  is  primarily  intensely  mottled  gr.iv 
over  silver.  Popular  early  Denver  Mint  issue. 
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Superb  Gem  1917  Quarter 


Type  II,  Full  Head 


1712  1917  Type  II.  MS-66  FH  (NGC).  The  1917  quarters  of  the  Type 
II  design  are  significantly  harder  to  find  with  Full  Head  than  are 
the  Type  1 varieties.  The  present  piece  ranks  high  in  sharpness, 
not  with  needle  sharp  detail,  but  with  most  features  defined,  more 
than  typically  seen  on  “Full  Head”  pieces.  A few  marks  can  be 
discerned  here  and  there  and  have  been  factored  by  the  grading 
services.  This  specimen  is  toned  a light  golden  color  with  hints  of 
blue  and  gold.  Very  attractive  overall. 


1713  Sextette  of  Standing  Liberty  quarters  grading  MS-63  (NGC): 

☆ 1917  Type  11.  Lustrous  with  whispers  of  delicate  gold  and  gray 
toning  ☆ 1918-S.  Lustrous  delicate  gold  ☆ 1919.  Satiny  rose  with 
a splash  of  gray  at  the  obverse  periphery  ☆ 1927-D.  Lustrous  rose- 
gray  with  deep  rich  gray  at  the  rims  ☆ 1928-D.  Brilliant  and  lus- 
trous ☆ 1928-S.  Lustrous  with  just  a whisper  of  delicate  gold  on 
both  surfaces.  (Total:  6 pieces) 


1714  Trio  of  Standing  Liberty  quarters  grading  MS-64  (NGC):  ☆ 

1917-S  Type  11.  Satiny  silver  gray  with  a whisper  of  rose  ☆ 1918- 
D.  Lustrous  delicate  golden  gray  surfaces  ☆ 1919.  Satiny  lustre 
with  just  a touch  of  golden  gray  on  the  reverse.  (Total:  3 pieces) 


1918/7-S  Quarter  Rarity 

Lustrous  and  Attractive 


1715  1918/7-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  A very  nice  example  at  this  grade  level, 

this  specimen  possesses  nearly  all  original  mint  lustre  on  both  sides. 
The  surfaces  are  essentially  light  silver  with  delicate  toning  m gold 


and  gray.  The  overdate  feature  is  very  bold.  In  the  context  of  the 
Standing  Liberty  quarter  dollar  series  the  1918/7-S  is  far  and  away 
the  rarest  issue  at  this  grade  level,  shading  any  and  all  competition 
including  the  1916. 

1716  Pair  of  Standing  Liberty  quarters  grading  MS-65  (NGC):  ☆ 

1919.  Gorgeous  rose  with  traces  of  pale  sky  blue  on  both  surfaces 
☆ 1924-L).  Lustrous  with  splashes  of  golden  rose.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


Key  1919-D  Quarter  Dollar 


Gem  Mint  State 


1717  1919-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  quite  lovely,  this 
1919-D  is  a treat  to  the  eye.  The  striking  is  not  full,  but  it  is  still 
quite  attractive.  Indeed,  relatively  few  1919-D  quarters  are  sharp. 

A fairly  prominent  die  crack  is  seen  on  the  pedestal  on  which  Miss  Liberty 
stands,  running  through  the  top  of  the  date  digits  and  exiting  to  the  lower  right. 


1718  1919-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  golden  toning.  About 
60%  of  the  head  details  are  visible.  Some  lightness  at  a few  shield 
rivets  as  ty'pical  (and  often  seen  on  coins  that  are  designated  FH). 
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Superb  Gem  1919-S  Quarter 

The  Eliasberg  Coin 
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Choice  1919-S  Quarter  Dollar 

Key  Issue  in  the  Series 


1719  1919-S  MS-67  (NGC).  A superb  specimen  of  the  1919-S  quar- 
ter dollar,  this  piece  traces  its  pedigree  to  none  other  than  the 
Eliasberg  Collection.  Although  the  piece  has  not  been  certified 
as  Full  Head,  the  head  has  more  detail  than  other  pieces  that  have 
been.  Go  figure! 

Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  highly  lustrous  with  light  lilac 
and  gold  toning  over  richly  frosty  surfaces.  A dandy  example  which 
is  more  sharply  struck  than  the  certifiers  seemed  to  think,  and  as 
such  we  request  that  you  look  at  it  during  lot  inspection. 

The  Eliasberg  pedigree  is  incomparable,  of  course,  and  adds 
another  dimension  of  desirability. 

NGC  Census:  3;  none  finer. 

From  Bowers  and  Merena’s  sale  of  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  Collec- 
tion, May  1997,  Lot  1633. 


1720  1919-S  MS-63  FH  (NGC).  A lovely  example,  this  piece  virtually 
defines  the  MS-63  level.  The  lustre  is  deep  and  frosty,  the  beauty 
of  which  is  enhanced  by  light  golden  toning.  A pleasing  specimen. 


Lustrous  1919-S  Quarter  Dollar 

Choice  Mint  State 


1721  1919-S  MS-63  (NGC).  An  attractive  and  lustrous  example  of 
this  scarce  issue.  The  mint  frost  is  complete  on  both  sides  and  is 
overlaid  with  light  golden  toning.  The  present  piece  will  be  just 
right  for  someone  seeking  a choice  MS-63  piece  with  exceptional 
eye  appeal. 


1722  1920-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  and  very  attractive,  this 
piece  has  nearly  full  head  details,  and,  in  tact,  is  somewhat  sharper  th.ui 
some  coins  we  have  seen  certified  as  FH.  Moreover,  all  the  rivets  in 
the  shield  are  complete  (some  FH  coins  have  missing  rivets),  although 
two  of  the  rivets  are  somewhat  lightly  defined.  The  lustre  is  deep  and 
rich,  overlaid  with  light  toning.  A splendid  example  at  the  MS-('4 
grade,  this  piece  will  fit  perfectly  in  a high-quahw  set. 
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Beautiful  1920-S  Quarter 


1723  1920-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous,  about  as  nice  as 
the  day  it  was  struck.  A few  marks  are  seen  here  and  there,  ac- 
counting for  the  grade.  Another  high-quality  Standing  Liberty 
quarter  with  a generous  quotient  of  eye  appeal.  Popular  and  some- 
what scarce  San  Francisco  issue. 


1724  1920-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  beautiful,  and  deeply  lustrous, 
this  piece  has,  say,  80%  Full  Head  details — not  much  different  from 
some  that  are  actually  certified  as  Full  Head.  The  shield  rivets  are 
all  present  but  several  are  light. 

1725  1921  MS-63  (NGC).  A brilliant  and  deeply  lustrous  example  of 
this  variety.  Close  to  Full  Head  details,  approaching  some  we  have 
seen  called  FH,  although  not  all  design  features  are  present.  The 
rivets  in  the  shield,  often  weak  on  the  highest  certified  specimens, 
are  all  boldly  defined  on  this  coin,  perhaps  earning  it  a blue  rib- 
bon. A lovely  example  of  the  scarcest  Philadelphia  Mint  issue 
among  the  Type  II  design  varieties. 

1726  Quartette  of  Standing  Liberty  quarters  grading  MS-64 
(NGC):  ☆ 1924.  Lustrous  golden  rose  ☆ 1926.  Splashes  of  rich 
brownish  gray  toning  on  both  surfaces  ☆ 1926-D.  Brilliant  and 
lustrous  ☆ 1929.  Lustrous  surfaces  with  a blend  of  lovely  rose,  gold, 
and  gray  toning  on  both  surfaces.  (Total:  4 pieces) 


Lustrous  1927-S  Quarter  Dollar 


1727  1927-S  MS-61  (NGC).  A lovely,  lustrous  example,  this  piece  is 
immediately  attractive.  There  is  some  lightness  of  striking  at  the 
center,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  not  offered  as  FH.  The  fields 
are  richly  lustrous,  brilliant,  with  a hint  of  golden  toning. 

The  1927-S  is  very  quite  rare  in  Mint  State.  Just  slightly  over 
the  Mint  State  border,  this  piece  has  a very  generous  amount  of 
eye  appeal,  which  must  definitely  be  considered.  Examine  it,  and 
no  doubt  you  will  bid  with  enthusiasm.  This  coin  is  worth  signifi- 
cantly more  than  an  “MS-6T’  price. 


Sharp  and  Lustrous  1927-S  Quarter 


1728  1927-S  AU-58  FH  (PCGS).  Possessing  nearly  all  of  its  original 
lustre,  this  1927-S  stands  high  in  the  category  of  circulated  ex- 
amples, beingjust  short  of  Mint  State.  The  obverse  exhibits  splashes 
of  golden  and  magenta  toning  with  some  blue,  while  the  rcsci  i» 
essentially  briglit  silver  with  hints  of  gold  and  brown. 
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Lustrous  1927-S  Quarter  Rarity 


1729  1927-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  much  lustre  still  remain- 
ing, this  1927-S  will  fill  the  bill  for  a piece  in  fairly  high  grade,  but 
not  at  the  Mint  State  level  either  grading  wise  or  cost  wise.  Splashes 
of  light  toning  are  seen  over  essentially  silver  surfaces. 


Lustrous  1927-S  Rarity 


1730  1927-S  AU-50  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  nearly  all  of  the  original 
lustre  still  remaining.  A high-grade  circulated  example  of  this  key 
issue,  quite  attractive  and  a nice  example  at  the  assigned  grade. 

1731  1927-S  EF-40  (NGC).  Light  gray  and  golden  toned  surfaces. 
Some  lustre  is  still  seen  on  the  reverse. 

1732  1928  MS-65  (NGC).  Fully  frosty  surfaces  with  medium  gold  and 
iridescent  toning  on  the  obverse,  mottled  gray  and  magenta  on 
the  reverse.  A pristine  coin  that  has  acquired  patina  naturally  and 
has  never  been  dipped  or  cleaned. 

1733  1929  MS-65  FH  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  attractive — plus  a 
Full  Head  designation.  FDCquaHty  we  might  say,yiei(rt/e  coin  in  French 
or,  whimsically.  First  Day  Condition  this  side  of  the  Atlantic. 


Attractive  1929-D  Quarter  Dollar 


1734  1929-D  MS-64  FH  (PCGS).  A brilliant  and  lustrous  specimen 
with  most  of  the  head  details  (classified  as  FH),  some  lightness  of 
the  lower  part  of  the  date  and  on  the  shield.  Intense  “flashy”  lus- 
tre. Delicate  toning  on  the  obverse,  full  brilliance  on  the  reverse. 

In  a recent  series  of  commentaries  in  my  “Joys  of  Collecting”  column  in 
Cain  H’orld,  I (QDU)  commented  on  popular  grading  designations  regarding 
sharpness.  In  the  Standing  Liberty  quarter  series  a coin  can  be  almost  Full  Head, 
but,  as  here  and  m many  other  places,  achieve  a designation  of  Full  Head.  At  the 
same  time,  other  areas  might  be  light  or  weak,  most  notable  the  shield  rivets 
and,  sometimes,  at  the  date,  and  on  the  reverse,  the  heaviest  part  of  the  eagle’s 
body.  I proposed  that  the  grading  services  would  do  well  to  accept  the  designa- 
tion of  FH,  meaning  Full  Details,  meaning  that  for  a Standing  Liberty  quarter 


not  only  would  the  head  detail  be  full  (not  partly  full),  but  the  shield  rivets,  date, 
and  everything  else  would  be  sharp.  Of  course,  in  the  scheme  of  certified  coins, 
registry  sets,  and  so  forth,  the  world  would  be  turned  upside  down,  as  probably 
the  majority  of  “FH”  would  not  qualify  as  FD!  However,  for  those  lucky  enough 
to  find  FD  coins  they  will  have  real  prizes. 

The  same  concept  can  be  extended  to  other  series  in  which  just  a single 
point  is  used  to  determine  sharpness,  such  as  Mercury  dimes  with  FB  (Full 
Bands),  even  though  other  parts  of  the  die  might  show  weakness.  Full  Details 
abbreviated  as  FD,  would  solve  the  problem  for  Mercury  dimes  as  well. 

1735  1929-S  MS-65  FH  (NGC).  A bright  and  vividly  lustrous  example 
of  this  late-date  issue.  Striking  somewhat  above  average,  nearly 
FuU  Head  details,  some  lightness  on  shield.  Finer  than  typically 
seen.  Encapsulated  as  Full  Head. 


Gem  1934  Doubled  Die  Quarter 
Among  Finest  Known 


(2x  photo) 


1736  1934  FS-009.  Doubled  Die  Obverse.  MS-65  (PCGS).  The 

1934  Washington  quarter,  it  might  better  be  called  Heavy  Motto 
over  Light  Motto,  as  only  the  words  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  are 
doubled,  while  LIBERTY  and  the  date  1934  are  not.  These  seem 
to  have  been  made  by  taking  an  earlier  working  die,  with  the  motto 
light  (as  on  all  coins  of  1932  and  some  of  early  1934)  and  over 
punching  with  a master  die  with  the  heavy  motto.  Unlike  many 
other  die  doublings,  the  1934  Heavy  Motto  over  Light  Motto  has 
been  known  for  many  years.  Accordingly,  its  elusive  character  is 
well  established. 

Among  Washington  quarters  there  are  relatively  few  die  vari- 
eties apart  from  dates  and  mintmarks,  and  of  these  this  is  one  ot 
the  most  traditional  and  most  desirable.  Relatively  few  have  been 
certified  at  higher  grades,  in  comparison  to  the  demand  tor  them. 
The  present  piece  is  brilliant,  lustrous,  and  very  attractive,  indeed 
a find  for  the  specialist. 

1737  1935-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Satiny  golden  surfaces  show  delighttiil 
underlying  lustre. 
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HALF  DOLLARS 

Good  things  come  in  threes,  or  so  it  has  been  said,  and  for  those  of  you 
looking  for  a 1795  Flowing  Hair  half  dollar  in  high  grade,  we  have  good 
things  for  you.  First  up  is  a MS-64  1795  0-105,  followed  by  a nice  EF-40 
1795  0-111,  the  popular  and  scarce  Repunched  Date  variety,  and  then 
comes  another  MS-64  1795  half  dollar,  0-1 13a!  Draped  Bust  half  dollars 
are  out  in  force,  with  several  choice  AU  and  finer  specimens  for  your  con- 
sideration, including  the  famous  Norweb  1806  over  inverted  6 in  MS-64, 
a com  once  owned  by  Clarke,  Green,  Newcomer,  and  Collins,  an  enviable 
pedigree  chain  indeed. 

Mint  State  Capped  Bust  half  dollars  abound,  including  a gem  MS-66 
1811  0-109,  ditto  on  the  grade  for  an  1812  0-110,  and  a choice  MS-63 
1813  0-101,  the  popular  50C/UN1  variety.  We  could  go  on  further  but 
instead  we’ll  say  that  if  it  is  quality,  variety,  and  rarity  you  are  seeking  in  the 
Capped  Bust  half  dollar  series,  you  will  most  likely  find  any  combination 
of  the  three  you  desire  right  here!  As  for  Liberty  Seated  material,  a gem 
MS-65  1840  Small  Letters  tops  the  roster,  followed  by  Mint  State  examples 


of  1842  Small  Date,  Large  Letters,  1842-0  Medium  Date,  1846,  and  the 
finest  NGC-certified  1850!  Attention  should  be  paid  to  the  MS-66  1853 
Arrows  and  Rays,  as  well  as  to  such  delights  as  a choice  Uncirculated  1855/ 
4,  a pair  of  AU-55  1855-S,  a choice  Proof  1858,  and  an  1858-0  “treasure 
coin”  from  the  S.S.  Republic.  An  impressive  MS-66  1861  Confederate 
Restrike  half  dollar  is  certainly  a highlight  in  any  sale,  and  other  highlights 
include  a nice  EF-45  1870-CC  and  an  1873-CC  No  Arrows  at  MS-61. 

Barber  coins  include  a gem  MS-65  1893-0  and  an  incredible  Proof- 
67  1895,  along  with  many  branch  mint  treats  from  the  19th  and  20th  cen- 
tury. As  you  might  expect,  we  offer  an  abundance  of  fine  Liberty  Walking 
half  dollars,  the  first  of  which  is  a gem  MS-66  1916-D,  a beautiful  minia- 
ture work  of  early  20th  century  art  if  you  would.  A run  of  assorted  dates, 
mints,  and  grades  is  included,  with  two  Mint  State — 64  and  63 — 1921  rari- 
ties for  your  consideration.  Scores  more  coins  could  be  mentioned  indi- 
vidually, but  we’ll  finish  up  by  noting  that  a sizeable  consignment  of 
Franklin  half  dollars  of  very  high  grade  and  exceptional  eye  appeal,  many 
of  them  vividly  toned,  rounds  out  this  impressive  and  memorable  selec- 
tion of  half  dollars.  Enjoy  the  bidding  competition! 


Splendid  1795  0-105  Half  Dollar 

Choice  Mint  State 

Sole  NGC  Certified  MS-64 


photo) 


1738  1795  Overton-105.  Rarity-3+.  MS-64  (NGC).  NGC  has  cer- 
tifiedjust  one  example  at  the  MS-64  level,  and  this  is  it.  While  the 
certified  grade  will  attract  many  bidders,  to  us  this  is  simply  zpiart 
of  the  desirability  of  this  truly  special  coin.  The  glorious  aspect  is 
that  it  is  one  of  the  sharpest  strikes  we  have  ever  seen,  with  definitive 
details  to  the  hair  strands  on  the  obverse,  beautifully  outlined  face 
of  Miss  Liberty,  prominent  dentils,  sharp  stars,  and  more.  The  re- 
verse is  similarly  notable,  displaying  excellent  definition  of  the 
feathers  in  the  national  bird,  with  those  on  the  breast,  sometimes 
missing  entirely,  all  visible  at  least  in  outline  form,  some  of  them 


in  detail.  Even  paradise  might  not  be  absolutely  perfect,  so  we  will 
mention  that  the  eagle’s  feet  are  slightly  light.  However,  this  com- 
ment can  be  well  ignored. 

Both  obverse  and  reverse  display  excellent  lustre,  overlaid  with 
lilac  and  steel  blue  toning.  It  certainly  is  one  of  the  finest  in  exist- 
ence of  any  variety  of  1795  half  dollar.  It  will  play  to  a wide  audi- 
ence, specialists,  of  course,  but  also  to  those  wanting  a truly  out- 
standing example  for  inclusion  m a type  set. 

NGC  Censu.s:  1;  none  finer. 
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Popular  1795/1795  Half  Dollar 

Overton-111,  High  Rarity-4 


1739  1795  0-111.  Rarity-4+.  3 Leaves.  EF-40  (NGC).  Lovely  me- 
dium silver  gray  with  deepening  highlights  at  the  rims.  Repunched 
date  numerals  plainly  evident.  The  only  reverse  of  the  date  with 
the  three  leaves  diagnostic.  Just  one  example  of  0-111  has  been 
graded  finer  than  the  presently  offered  specimen  by  NGC,  that 
one  “just”  EF-45 — this  variety  evidently  lives  up  to  its  Rariry-4+ 
designation,  especially  where  high-grade  examples  are  concerned. 
The  diagnostic  reverse  die  break  has  now  obliterated  the  ST  and 
much  of  the  following  A in  STATES. 

NGC  Census:  1;  1 finer  (EF-45). 


Another  Memorable  1795  Half  Dollar 

Choice  Mint  State  0-113a 


(2x  photo) 

1740  1795  0-113a.  Rarity-4.  MS-64  (NGC).  The  present  piece  is 
another  high  quality  example  of  the  1795  date,  differing  some- 
what in  characteristics  from  the  0-105  described  previously.  This 
coin  is  a typical  strike  for  1795,  par  for  the  course,  and  shows  some 
lightness  at  the  center.  These  characteristics  are  to  be  expected,  so 
much  so  that  catalogues  scarcely  ever  mention  striking  aspects  or 
characteristics,  and  certification  services  do  not  either.  The  present 
piece  has  a great  deal  of  “life,”  displaying  highly  lustrous  obverse 
and  reverse  surfaces,  delicately  toned  with  hints  of  gold.  The  ob- 
verse die  state  is  late,  with  cracks  through  the  tops  of  much  ot 
LIBERTY,  and  to  the  stars  to  lower  right,  with  a small  cud  be- 
tween the  date  and  the  final  star. 

Half  dollars  of  the  Flowing  Hair  type  were  made  only  in  1794 
and  1795.  While  those  dated  1795  are  available  as  a general  class 
(without  respect  to  specific  Overton  varieties),  pieces  in  Mint  State, 
as  here,  are  decidedly  rare. 

NGC  Census:  5;  3 finer  (MS-6.S  finest). 


AMFHLICiAN  NUMISM AT  ICl  ILAILLLII-S 


T\  IE  jEWELI.  Ce^LLECTlON 


321 


Attractive  1803  0-103  Half  Dollar 


1741  1803  0-103.  Rarity-3.  AU-50  (NGC).  An  attractive  example 

of  this  variety,  the  present  piece  has  light  gray  and  lilac  surfaces  on 
both  sides,  with  some  tinges  lustre  visible  here  and  there.  The  com 
has  pcrsomlity,  for  want  of  a better  word,  and  will  be  an  attractive 
addition  to  any  collection. 


Nicely  Toned  1803  Half  Dollar 
0-104,  Small  3,  Rarity-3 


(2x  photo) 


1742  1803  0-104.  Rarity-3.  AU-58  (NGC).  The  lively  .silver  gray 
centers  and  richly  toned  peripheries  are  greatly  enhanced  by  the 
strong  and  active  underlying  lustre.  The  only  appearance  ot  the 
Small  -3  obverse  for  the  date.  Only  a half  dozen  examples  of  the 


date  have  been  graded  finer  than  this  lovely  specimen  by  NGC, 
and  we  have  no  way  of  determining  if  any  of  those  finer  specimens 
are  of  the  0-104  Small  3 persuasion.  No  matter,  the  present  coin 
is  probably  a Condition  Census  example  of  the  variety,  and  we 
expect  active  bidding  participation  as  a result. 

NGC  Census:  15;  6 finer  (MS-64  finest). 


Interesting  1806/5  Half  Dollar 


1743  1806/5  0-101.  Rarity-3.  AU-55  (NGC).  A lovely  example  of 
the  1806/5  overdate,  with  the  overdate  feature  clear,  this  piece  is 
simply  certified  as  “1806”  in  the  NGC  holder.  No  doubt  if  the 
piece  is  resubmitted  to  them,  together  with  the  information  that  it 
is  0-101,  an  appropriate  holder  would  be  issued. 

The  surfaces  are  medium  gray  with  hints  of  lilac.  The  overdates 
are  always  interesting  and  among  half  dollars  combining  Draped 
Bust  obverse  with  the  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse,  there  are  only  tu'o: 
the  1805/4  and  the  presently  offered  1806/5. 

Overdate  not  listed  on  NGC  label. 
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Incredibly  Toned  Choice  Mint  State  1806  Half  Dollar 


Pointed  6,  Stemless  Variety 


1806  0-109.  Pointed  6,  Stemless.  Rarity-l.  MS-63  (PCGS). 

Vibrant  sea  green  and  electric  blue  dominate  the  centers  of  this 
lustrous  Mint  State  1806  half  dollar,  with  bursts  of  crimson  and 
rich  gold  gathered  at  the  rims.  A thoroughly  pleasing  e.xample  of 


one  of  the  perennial  favorites  among  Red  Book  varieties.  Certain 
to  please,  and  just  as  certain  to  draw  a great  deal  of  bidding  activ- 
ity. Among  the  finest  examples  of  the  variety  certified  by  PCGS. 
PCGS  Population:  3;  8 finer  {MS-64  finest). 


Memorable  1806  O-llla  Half  Dollar 

The  Norweb  Coin 


1745  1806  O-llla.  6 over  inverted  6.  Rarity-4.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A 

fine  old  friend,  this  piece  fell  under  the  wing  of  the  present  cata- 
loguer some  17  years  ago  as  part  of  the  fabulous  Norweb  Collec- 
tion, with  a fine  pedigree  beyond  that  given  below. 

In  1988  the  piece  was  described  as  follows,  this  quoting  yet 
another  earlier  description: 

Called  the  “finest  available”  by  New  Netherlands  Coin  Co.,  when 
this  piece  was  catalogued  as  part  of  the  April  1965  sale  of  the  T.  James 
Clarke  Collection:  “18(16/9.  Erroneous  date  with  6 cut  over  inverted 
6.  Lustrous  Uncirculated,  and  in  this  condition  a most  excessive  rarity. 
Foreltxk  flat,  almost  depressed  during  striking;  end  ofbust,  some  stars 
weak  on  obverse.  Upper  part  of  eagle’s  left  wing  and  connecting  claw 
d‘.=  . weak,  rest  of  reverse  strong  and  bold.  Full  mint  bloom.  Reverse 
run  break  over  F.  m UNITED  (not  STALES  as  in  Heistle’s  descrip- 
tion; F,  Newi  iinier.  Green.  Undoubtedly  the  finest  available.  ...  A 


true  classic,  which  puts  the  over  touted,  overrated  1919-S  (for  instance) 
to  shame.  . . .” 

The  toning  of  this  piece  matches  its  condition  and  is  medium  lilac 
and  magenta,  changing  to  electric  blue  and  gold  at  the  borders.  Here  is 
a great  classic,  a piece  which  may  truly  be  a once  in  a lifetime  opportu- 
nity for  the  connoisseur. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  none  finer. 

"The  undertype  inverted  6,  which  resembles  a 9,  is  sharp  and  uiiequiwical 
under  the  correctly  aligned  6.  Interestingly,  a related  diecutting  error  occurred 
among  1809  half  cents,  in  the  variety  described  as  “1809/6."  with,  in  that  in- 
stance, the  digit  9 being  inverted." 

Purchased  hy  Mrs.  R.  Hciiry  Noruvb  fn'iii  the  Sew  Scilierlaiuls  Coin 
Co.’s  sale  of  the  T.  James  Clarke  Collecliou.  .-{pril  /96.L,  Lot  1204. 
Earlier  owned  hy  Col.  E.H.R.  Creeu,  Ifaldo  f?.  .Nciivi'uicr,  and.  in  the 
1 9th  century,  hy  B.H.  Collins:  Er\mi  Hi'iifr^'  and  Merena's  sale  ot  the 
\Wttrh  Collection,  Part  III.  \'oirml<er  I9SS,  Lot  4042 


(2x  photo) 
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Attractive  1806  0-116  Half  Dollar 


1746  1806  0-116.  Rarity-3.  AU-58  (NGC).  An  attractive  example 
with  gunmetal-blue  and  gray  surfaces  exhibiting  traces  of  lustre. 
Fairly  well  struck  for  the  issue. 

This  is  a late  die  state,  exhibiting  on  the  obverse  a series  of  cracks 
from  the  drapery  folds  on  the  bust,  left  through  the  bases  of  the 
date,  the  stars,  and  into  LIBERTY.  On  the  reverse  some  clash  marks 
are  seen,  most  notable  at  the  upper  right  including  through  N OF, 
these  transferring  part  of  the  design  of  the  drapery  on  the  obverse. 

Early  half  dollars  have  always  been  a popular  collecting  specialty.  Years  ago 
they  were  collected  by  Beistle  numbers,  from  the  fine  book  created  by  M.L.  Beistle 
in  1929.  Then  A1  Overton  became  involved,  studied  the  series  carefully,  and  is- 
sued the  book  we  all  use  today,  with  Overton  numbers  supplanting  the  Beistle 
designations.  After  the  passing  of  Overton  the  mantle  was  picked  up  by  his  son 
in-law,  Don  Parsley,  who  has  continued  publication,  with  revisions.  At  an  even 
earlier  time  John  W.  Haseltine,  the  Philadelphia  dealer,  published  a listing  of  vari- 
eties in  his  so-called  Type  Table,  1881,  apparently  using  the  work  of  his  one  time 
associate,  j.  Covin  Randall,  by  1881  estranged  from  him.  Randall  received  no 
credit.  Indeed,  Randall  is  an  unsung  hero  for  the  study  of  early  die  varieties  in 
other  series,  most  notably  halt  eagles,  some  notations  concerning  which  were 
published  in  19th-century  auction  catalogues,  but  nothing  in  stand-alone  form. 

Those  deeply  involved  in  the  series  have  exchanged  information  concerning 
rarity  and  availability.  Then  came  thejohn  Reich  Collectors  Society  (JRCS),  with 
its  John  Reich  Journal.  Today  in  2005  the  series  is  widely  collected,  varieties  are 
avidly  sought,  and  there  is  a collecting  community  of  at  least  several  hundred 
people  involved,  plus  many  more  who  are  casual  in  the  specialty.  The  appeal  of 
the  series  is  aided  by  the  general  availability  of  examples  on  the  market,  this  being 
especially  true  of  dates  of  the  early  19th  century.  At  that  time,  after  1803,  the  half 
dollar  was  the  largest  silver  coin  of  the  realm.  Beginning  in  1821,  gold  coins  were 
no  longer  seen  in  circulation,  after  which  point  the  half  dollar  was  the  most  valu- 
able circulating  issue.  Millions  were  made,  many  of  which  saw  duty  as  bank  re- 
serves, thereby  sparing  them  from  the  effects  of  extended  circulation. 

As  a general  rule,  today  the  1794  is  scarce  at  all  levels,  the  1795  is  readily 
available,  1796  and  1797  are  classic  rarities,  1801  is  scarce,  1802  is  less  so,  and 
later  issues  through  1836  are  widely  available.  The  key  date  among  the  Capped 
Bust  half  dollars  1807-1836  is  the  1815/2.  However,  enough  of  these  exist  that 
there  will  be  no  trouble  securing  one.  Interestingly,  nearly  all  hover  around  the 
grade  of  VF,  An  1815/2  in  VG  grade  would  be  indeed  a rarity,  as  are  any  in  AU 
or  Mint  State. 


Pleasing  1807  0-105  Half  Dollar 

Draped  Bust  Right 


1747  1807  0-105.  Rarity-2.  Draped  Bust.  AU-50  (PCGS).  This  is 
a very  pleasing  example  of  the  last  year  combining  the  Draped  Bust 
obverse  with  the  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse.  The  striking,  while  light 
in  some  areas,  is  distinctly  better  than  usually  seen.  Much  lustre 
remains,  particularly  in  protected  areas  of  the  obverse  and  across 
much  of  the  top  of  the  reverse.  Surfaces  are  light  silver  with  ac- 
cents of  blue  around  the  borders-as  pretty  as  a picture.  A lovely 
example  for  a type  set  or  for  the  cabinet  of  the  specialist. 


Mint  State  1808/7  Half  Dollar 


1748  1808/7  0-101.  Rarity-1.  MS-62  (NGC).  Lilac  and  gray  surfaces 
at  the  center  change  to  hints  of  blue  and  gold  at  the  border.  At- 
tractive overall,  a nice  example  of  the  first  overdate  in  the  Capped 
Bust  series. 

NGC  Census:  6;  6 finer  (MS-65  finest). 

The  obverse  is  from  a late  die  state  with  multiple  cracks  to  the  left  and  with 
light  cracks  at  the  right  border,  indeed  an  interesting  network  when  viewed 
under  magnification.  The  reverse  displays  light  cracks  through  many  of  the  let- 
ter tops. 


1749  1808  0-103.  Rarity-1.  AU-58  (NGC).  Medium  gray  surfaces 
with  lustre  in  protected  areas.  Some  splashes  of  gold  here  and  there 
and  hints  of  magenta.  A nice  example  at  this  grade  level  of  this 
popular  variety. 

From  the  John  Crowley  Collection. 
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1750  1809  0-103.  R.arity-1.  MS-61  (NGC).  Lilac  and  gray  toning 
over  richly  lustrous  surfaces.  Full  mint  frost  save  for  some  of  the 
higher  areas.  A piece  with  excellent  eye  appeal  overall.  Not  rare 
but  very  attractive. 


1751  1810  0-101.  Rarity-1.  MS-61  (NGC).  Lovely,  lustrous,  and 
brilliant — adjectives  that  describe  this  piece.  In  keeping  with  cer- 
tain other  varieties  among  the  Capped  Bust  series,  the  issue  is  not 
rare,  providing  the  opportunity  to  acquire  an  example  in  a fairly 
high  grade  for  a modest  market  price. 

The  obverse  die  state  is  late  and  shows  a crack  through  the  bases  of  the  date, 
continuing  to  the  left,  to  the  first  star.  Another  crack  extends  from  the  drapery 
to  the  left,  through  aU  of  the  stars,  to  the  cap.  On  the  reverse  a tracery  of  cracks 
can  be  seen  through  many  of  the  border  details,  interesting  to  contemplate. 

1752  1811  O-105A.  Rarity-2.  AU-58  (NGC).  Light  golden  brown  sur- 
faces are  richly  lustrous.  Another  attractive  early  half  dollar. 

The  reverse  is  from  a late  state  and  displays  clash  marks  in  the  field  below 
the  motto  and  e.xtensive  cracks  through  much  of  the  periphery,  most  notably  to 
the  left. 

From  the  Oertel  Collection. 


Gem  1811  0-109  Half  Dollar 


(2x  photo) 

1753  1811  0-109.  Rarity-2.  MS-66  (NGC).  This  early  half  dollar  is 


primarily  appealing  for  its  elegant  appearance  and  very  high  grade, 
for  as  a variety  it  is  not  rare.  Obverse  and  reverse  are  attractively 
toned,  naturally  (not  artificially),  light  brown  with  some  splashes 
ofblue  and  gold.  The  striking  of  the  details  on  the  portrait  and  the 
stars  is  excellent  on  the  obverse,  and  the  reverse  follows  suit.  This 
piece  certainly  is  a “trophy  coin”  for  someone  seeking  a nice  ex- 
ample for  type  or  for  the  well  financed  specialist. 

NGC  Census:  9;  4 finer  (MS-68  finest). 

The  reverse  die  is  from  a late  state  and  shows  a prominent  radial  die  break 
from  the  left  side  of  the  shield,  upward  at  a 45  “ angle,  exiting  at  the  left  ot  the 
first  S (STATES).  Other  cracks  can  be  seen  through  most  of  the  letten  in  the 
inscription  and  the  denomination. 
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Rare  1812/1  O-lOla  Half  Dollar 


(2x  photo) 


1754  1812/1  O-lOla.  Rarity-5.  EF-40  (ANACS).  Among  die  vari- 
eties the  1812/1  is  on  the  rare  side.  The  demand  is  intense,  and  the 
supply  is  small.  This  specimen  shows  light  wear  on  both  sides  with 
medium  gray  fields  and  lighter  higher  areas.  The  overdate  feature 
is  not  bold  on  this  is  or  any  other  example  of  O-lOla. 


1755  1812  0-104.  Rarity-1.  MS-62  (NGC).  A very  attractive  speci- 
men, this  coin  has  rich  silver  lustre  and  frost,  with  light  gold,  ma- 
genta, and  blue  toning.  A splendid  example  at  the  MS-62  level, 
one  that  will  be  just  right  for  the  specialist  or  someone  desiring  an 
early  example  of  the  design  for  inclusion  in  a type  set. 


1756  1812  0-1 05a.  Rarity-2.  AU-50(NGC).  Medium  golden  gray  ton- 
ing. Much  lustre  remains  among  the  stars,  letters,  and  other  intri- 
cate areas. 

Obverse  with  prominent  cracks  including  through  the  date,  at  the  left  edge 
of  the  drapery,  and  through  the  stars  to  the  left.  On  the  reverse  some  clash  marks 
can  be  seen  under  magnification. 


Incredible  Gem  Mint  State  1812  Half  Dollar 


(2x  photo) 


1757  1812  0-110.  Rarity-1.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A satiny  and  highly  lus- 
trous gem  with  eye  appeal  and  physical  quality  that  easily  merit 
the  assigned  grade.  Nicely  struck  save  for  a touch  of  lightness  at 
the  date  and  at  the  D in  UNITED  on  the  reverse.  A common 
variety  in  circulated  grades,  but  one  that  becomes  quite  scarce  when 
the  gem  grade  is  desired.  In  fact,  only  one  example  of  the  date  has 
been  graded  finer  than  the  present  gem  by  PCGS,  and  we  can't 
vouch  for  that  example’s  Overton  designation  number.  You'll  love 
this  one  as  much  as  we  do! 

PCGS  Population:  8;  1 finer  (MS-67  finest). 
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Gem  1814  0-103  Half  Dollar 


(2x  photo) 

1761  1814  0-103.  Rarity-1.  MS-65  (NGC).  A lustrous  example  exhib- 
iting light  golden  toning  at  the  centers,  obverse  and  reverse,  changing 
to  the  ever  popular  halo  or  aura  effect  with  blue  around  the  borders 
effectively  framing  the  motifs.  The  lustre  is  rich  on  both  sides.  The 
dies  are  a late  state,  the  obverse  showing  clash  marks  in  the  field  and 
the  reverse  with  the  telltale  bar  at  the  left,  connecting  the  eagle’s  wing 
to  the  ribbon  on  the  baimer.  Not  rare  in  lower  grades,  the  0-105  is 
somewhat  scarce  in  Mint  State.  Probably  the  primary  appeal  of  this 
coin  will  be  for  inclusion  in  a very  high-grade  type  set. 


1762  1814  O-104a.  Rarity-2.  MS-62  (NGC).  Lu.strous  lightly  mottled 
gray,  blue,  and  gold  surfaces  on  both  sides,  well  struck,  exception- 
ally so.  A pleasing  example  of  the  date  and  variety. 

Multiple  die  cr.icks  c.in  be  seen,  t^n  the  obserse  these  .ire  nusst  lu't.ible  in 
the  field  in  front  of  Miss  Libertv’s  l.ue  ,ind  beloss  .it  the  lower  lelt  .ind  thrs'iiith 
the  first  two  digits  of  the  d.ite.  Hn  the  reverse  .i  tr.insverse  s r.uk  is  ss'eii  at  the 
bottom,  pills  .iddition.il  s r.u  ks  .iroiiiul  iiuiiiv  s'l  the  letters 


A2(> 


Choice  1813  Error  Die  500 
0-101,  MS-63 


1758  1813  0-101.  Rarity-2.  50C/UNI.  MS-63  (NGC).  This  curi- 
ous die  variety  is  of  everlasting  interest  and  has  been  popular  since 
day  one.  The  engraver  must  have  been  confused  on  a particular 
day,  as  he  started  the  inscription  UNI,  intended  for  UNITED 
STATES  OF  AMERICA,  upside  down  and  below  the  eagle.  He 
quickly  recognized  his  goof  and  over-punched  it  with  50  C,  not 
particularly  well  spaced  with  a great  deal  of  distance  between  the  0 
and  the  C,  nice  today,  as  the  error  letters  NI  are  bold  there. 

This  example  is  lustrous  light  gray  and  lilac  and  the  features  are 
very  well  struck,  not  only  the  all-important  error  inscription,  but 
the  portrait,  stars,  eagle,  and  other  elements. 

NGC  Census:  2;  3 finer  (MS-66  finest). 


1759  1813  0-101.  Rarity-2.  50C/UNI.  AU-58  (NGC).  Medium 
brown  and  golden  toning  with  some  gunmetal-blue.  Significant 
lustre  can  still  be  seen.  The  curious  die  cutting  error  is  readily  vis- 
ible under  low  magnification.  The  engraver  was  not  paying  atten- 
tion, and  added  the  lettering  in  the  wrong  place — possibly  after 
imbibing  too  much  rum  (said  to  have  been  a problem  during  the 
early  days  of  Mint  operation).  This  variety,  while  not  rare,  cer- 
tainly ranks  as  one  of  the  most  interesting  in  the  scries.  There  is 
room  for  one  in  every  collection. 


1760  1813  0-107.  Rarity-4.  MS-62  (NGC).  A lovely  example  with 
gray,  brown,  and  iridescent  toning. 

A late  state  of  the  dies,  with  interesting  clash  marks  on  both  sides. 


AMERICAN  NUMISMAITC'  RARI  I ll.S 


IE  Jewell  Collection 


327 


1763  1814  0-107.  Rarity-2.  AU-58  (NGC).  Medium  gray  with  hints 
of  gold  and  blue.  Highly  lustrous. 

Late  state  of  the  obverse  and  reverse,  with  interesting  characteristics  visible 
under  magnification,  especially  below  the  ribbon  on  the  reverse. 


Bold  1817/3  0-101  Overdate  50^ 

Choice  Mint  State 
The  Eliasberg  Specimen 


(2x  photo) 

1764  1817/3  0-101.  Rarity-3.  MS-64  (PCGS).  No  imagination  is 
needed  to  discern  this  overdate,  as  the  3 is  almost  as  bold  as  the  7! 
As  such,  this  has  been  a favorite  tor  a long  time.  In  the  present 
instance  a die  dated  1813  was  later  over-punched  with  a 7,  and 
used  in  1817,  an  interesting  retlection  that  usetul  dies  could  be 
kept  on  the  shelf  for  several  years. 


The  obverse  is  light  lilac  and  gray  in  color,  with  splashes  of 
silver  and  some  areas  of  gold.  The  reverse  is  similar  in  toning.  The 
entire  appearance  is  quite  nice,  satisfying  to  the  eye. 

From  Bowers  and  Merena’s  sale  of  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg  Collection, 
April  1997,  Lot  1734. 

Lustrous  1817/3  Half  Dollar 

Overton- 101  a Overdate 


1765  1817/3  O-lOla.  Rarity-2.  AU-58  (PCGS).  A lustrous  example 
of  this  popular  overdate,  boldly  defined,  and  very  attractive.  Frosty 
silver  surfaces  are  toned  light  gray  at  the  centers,  with  some  hints 
of  blue  at  the  borders.  Very  attractive  example  in  all  respects. 

Both  obverse  and  reverse  show  clash  marks,  on  the  obverse  most  noticeable 
near  the  date,  and  especially,  behind  the  portrait  of  Miss  Liberty,  where  mul- 
tiple outlines  of  the  eagle’s  wing  appear.  On  the  reverse  the  clash  marks  are  less 
obvious,  but  can  be  found  with  some  persistence. 


1766  1817  0-109.  Rarity-2.  AU-58  (NGC).  Satiny  deep  golden  gray 
with  a wealth  of  peach,  electric  blue,  and  rose  toning  highlights 
bolstered  by  strong  underlying  lustre.  Sharp  and  appealing,  and 
absolutely  choice  for  the  assigned  grade. 

From  the  collections  of  Gehring  C.  Prouty  and  Henry  Hilgard. 

1818/7  0-101  Overdate  50< 

Mint  State 


1767  1818/7  0-101.  Rarity-1.  MS-62  (NGC).  An  attractive  Mint 
State  example  of  this  overdate,  another  “naked  eye"  vaners'  in 
which  the  top  of  the  7 can  be  easily  discerned,  again  with  no  imagi- 
nation needed.  The  centers  on  both  sides  are  toned  lilac  over  sil- 
ver, evolving  to  gunmetal-blue  as  a frame  or  aura  around  the  bor- 
ders. The  dies  are  in  an  early  state,  no  cracks. 
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1768  1818  O-109A.  Rarity-1.  MS-61  (NGC).  Largely  brilliant  and 
highly  lustrous,  with  attractive  pale  gray  iridescence  on  both 
sides.  Nicely  struck  as  well  with  essentially  full  design  details 
on  both  sides. 


1769  1819/8  0-101.  Rarity-1.  MS-61  (NGC).  Lustrous  medium  sil- 
ver gray  with  smoky  gold  and  deep  blue  highlights  toward  the  rims. 
Succinct  underlying  lustre  increases  the  appeal  of  this  attractive 
Capped  Bust  half  dollar. 


1770  1820  0-105.  Rarity-l.  AU-55  (NGC).  Sultry  silver  gray  with 
nice  lustre,  and  with  rich  blue  and  carmine  iridescence  at  the  rims. 
Nice  AU  Capped  Bust  half  dollars  are  in  demand  today,  and  this 
one  should  answer  that  demand  for  one  successful  bidder. 


1771  Group  of  NGC-certified  Capped  Bust  half  dollars:  ☆ 1821 
0-101  a.  AU-55.  Lustrous  with  hints  of  delicate  toning  ☆ 1821 
0-102.  AU-50.  Light  silver  gray  over  lustrous  surfaces  ☆ 1824/1 
O-lOla.  EF-45.  Lustrous  silver  gray  surfaces  with  hints  of  gold  ☆ 
1826O-101a.  AU-55.  Delicate  silver  gray  and  gold  surfaces^  1826 
O-  104a.  AU-53.  Silver  gray  toning  over  lustrous  surfaces  ☆ 1828 
0-1 16.  AU-53.  Lustrous  silver  gray  with  hints  of  rose  highlights. 
(Total:  6 pieces) 

1772  1821  0-102.  Rarity-2.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  prooflike 
with  pale  gold  and  lilac  highlights.  Some  scattered  hairlines  in  the 
fields.  Nicely  struck. 


1773  1821  0-103.  Rarity-2.  MS-61  (NGC).  While  this  piece  is  graded 
MS-61,  it  has  the  eye  appeal  ofa  significantly  finer  coin,  of  perhaps 
MS-63.  This  specimen  is  well  struck  and  richly  lustrous,  exhibiting 
bright  silver  surfaces  changing  to  gold  at  the  border.  After  a single 
glance,  just  about  anyone  would  pay  a premium  for  this  coin,  and 
obtain  a good  value  in  the  process. 

1774  1821  0-104.  Rarity-1.  AU-58  (NGC).  Pale  lilac-gray  with  nice 
underlying  lustre,  and  with  warm  golden  toning  at  the  rims. 

1775  1821  0-104.  Rarity-1.  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous  lilac-gray  with 
rich  electric  blue  and  gold  highlights,  definitely  a prize  within  the 
assigned  grade’s  limits. 

1776  1822  0-114.  Rarity-3.  AU-58  (NGC).  Deep  golden  gray  with 
fiery  crimson,  gold,  and  umber  highlights  in  the  peripheral  areas. 

1777  1823  O-106A.  Rarity-2.  MS-62  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  me- 
dium silver  gray  with  bright  gold,  electric  blue,  and  crimson  at  the 
rims. 

1778  Quartette  of  Capped  Bust  half  dollars,  each  certified  AU-58 
(NGC):  ☆ 1824  0-115.  Rarity-2  ☆ 1825  0-113.  Rarity-1  ☆ 1826 
0-1 17A.  Rarity-2  ☆ 1828  0-1 18A.  Rarity-4.  Square  2.  All  ex- 
hibit nice  lustre  and  attractive  warm  toning  highlights.  (Total:  4 
pieces) 


1779  1826  0-102.  Rarity-1.  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous  rich  lilac  deep- 
ening in  places  to  slate,  some  original  brightness  in  Liberty’s  tresses. 

1780  1826  0-116A.  Rarity-1.  MS-61  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  largely 
brilliant  centers  that  drop  off  to  deep  gold  at  the  rims. 
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Gem  1827/6  Half  Dollar 
0-102,  MS-65 


(2x  photo) 

1781  1827/6  0-102.  Rarity-1.  MS-65  (NGC).  Another  entry  in  the 
popular  series  of  overdates,  the  1827/6  shows  clearly  much  of  the 
earlier  6 under  the  final  digit.  The  presently  offered  piece  is  in 
exceptionally  high  grade,  indeed  one  of  the  finest  certified  by 
NGC.  Obverse  and  reverse  are  toned  attractive  lilac,  gray,  and  blue 
at  the  centers  with  blue  and  gold  around  the  borders.  The  striking 
IS  most  satisfactory. 

NGC  Census:  4;  2 finer  (MS-66  finest). 

1782  1827  0-117.  Rarity-3.  Square  2.  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous  golden 
gray  with  deeper  toning  in  the  protected  areas.  Nicely  struck. 

From  the  Geliriiig  C.  Proiity  Collection. 

1783  1829/7  0-101  A.  Rarity-1.  AU-58  (NGC).  Intense  lilac  and  elec- 
tric blue  highlights  gather  in  the  protected  areas  of  this  lustrous 
lilac-gray  half  dollar.  Somewhat  prooflike  on  the  reverse. 

1784  Octette  of  NGC-certified  half  dollars:  ☆ 1830  0-103.  AU-55 
☆ 1830  0-122.  AU-58  ☆ 1830  0-123.  AU-55  ☆ 1832  0-102. 
AU-58  ☆ 1832  0-112.  AU-55  ☆ 1833  0-108.  AU-58  ☆ 1834 
0-104.  AU-58  ☆ 1834  0-107.  MS-61.  All  are  lustrous  and  at- 
tractive with  various  shades  of  delicate  toning.  (Total:  8 pieces) 


Gem  1831  0-102  Half  Dollar 


1785  1831  0-102.  Rarity-1.  MS-65  (NGC).  A sharp  and  lustrous 
example  of  this  popular  variety.  Light  brown,  gray,  and  iridescent 
toning  over  deeply  lustrous  surfaces.  One  of  the  nicest  to  come  on 
the  market  in  recent  times,  although  not  a great  rarity. 


1786  1832  0-110.  Rarity-1.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Medium  silver  gray  with 
nice  lustre,  and  with  rich  gold  and  neon  blue  in  the  protected  areas. 


1787  1833  0-109.  Rarity-3.  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  deep  golden 
gray  with  a wealth  of  rose,  gold,  and  blue  iridescent  highlights. 
Nicely  struck. 


1788  1834  50C  0-108.  Rarity-2.  MS-63  (NGC)  A high  degree  of 
lustre  supports  rich  lilac,  gold,  and  blue  toning  highlights. 
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Beautiful  1840  Small  Letters  500 

Lustrous  MS-65 


1789  1840  Small  Letters.  MS-65  (NGC).  The  eye  appeal  of  this  piece 
is  extraordinary,  brilliant,  lustrous,  and  very  attractive.  The  Small 
Date  on  the  obverse  and  Small  Letters  on  the  reverse  are  set  against 
larger  field  areas  and  give  the  coin  an  exquisite  cameo  appearance, 
the  same  being  true  of  other  half  dollars  as  well  as  quarter  dollars  of 
the  early  Liberty  Seated  era.  The  striking  is  superb  on  both  sides  and 
all  elements  are  in  place.  A coin  that  will  create  a great  deal  of  atten- 
tion when  it  is  offered.  While  others  have  been  certified  at  this  level, 
it  would  be  difficult  to  image  one  that  is  more  pleasing  to  own. 

NGC  Census:  11;  6 finer  (MS-66  finest). 


1792  1846  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  gray  surfaces.  Sharply  struck, 
and  very  appealing.  Considering  that  this  is  among  the  top  dozen 
finest  ever  graded  by  NGC,  this  variety  seems  to  be  eminently 
affordable  today,  cataloguing  just  $800  in  MS-60  grade  in  the  lat- 
est Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins,  and  $1,800  in  MS-63. 

NGC  Census:  5;  7 finer  (MS-64  finest). 

Across  different  denominations  of  1846-dated  coinage  there  are  many  varia- 
tions m the  size,  spacing,  and  style  of  the  numerals.  Indeed,  these  would  make 
an  interesting  study  in  themselves.  In  the  context  of  coinage  of  the  era,  no  other 
year  comes  close.  Although  Dr.  John  W.  McCloskey  has  done  some  excellent 
studies  on  date  logotypes  of  various  series  in  The  Gobrecht  Journal,  the  topic  re- 
mains largely  unexplored  when  all  series  are  considered  at  one  time.  Most  com- 
mentaries have  limited  themselves  tojust  a single  denomination. 


Lustrous  1842  Half  Dollar 

Small  Date,  Large  Letters 


1790  1842  Small  Date,  Large  Letters.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous 
surfaces,  lightly  toned.  Very  appealing  overall.  A transitional  coin, 
style-wise,  employing  small  date  numerals  on  the  obverse,  consis- 
tent with  the  early  era  of  the  Liberty  Seated  design  with  larger 
letters  on  the  reverse. 


Choice  1842-0  Half  Dollar 

Medium  Date 


1791  1842-0  Medium  Date.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A choice  MS-63  ex- 
ample, this  piece  could  probably  be  called  MS-64  without  adverse 
comment.  The  toning  on  the  obverse  displays  an  old  fingerprint 
or  palm  print,  a bit  distracting,  perhaps  marking  it  as  a candidate 
for  careful  conservation.  The  piece  is  well  struck,  frosty,  and  is 
otherwise  notable.  Pay  careful  attention  to  it  during  the  lot  view- 
ing process  and  come  to  your  own  conclusions.  To  our  eyes  it  has 
a lot  of  potential. 

'iS  Bopiiljtion  4 tincr  (MS-64  finest). 


Highest  Graded  1850  Half  Dollar 

Top  of  NGC  Census 


(2x  photo) 


1793  1850  MS-64  (NGC).  A splendid  coin,  not  only  trom  a certituM- 
tion  service  report  where  it  stands  as  the  hnest  known,  without 
competition,  at  MS-64,  but  also  from  overall  appeal.  Vhe  piece  o 
a joy  to  behold,  with  well-struck  surfaces,  silver  m hue,  overlaid 
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with  delicate  hints  of  gold.  This  piece  earns  very  high  marks  on  all 
counts  and,  as  such,  the  advance  specialist  is  encouraged  to  bid 
liberally.  It  may  be  awhile  before  a similar  chance  occurs. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 


Superb  1853  Half  Dollar 

Arrows  and  Rays 


(2x  photo) 


1794  1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A superb  specimen, 
exceptionally  high  grade,  of  this  popular  variety.  Obverse  and  re- 


verse are  satiny  with  light  golden  toning.  The  striking  details  are 
superb,  sharp  in  every  aspect,  this  not  always  being  the  case  with 
this  variety. 

For  the  type  set  specialist  seeking  an  exceptional  example  of 
this  short-lived  design  (the  rays  on  the  reverse  were  discontinued 
after  1853),  this  piece  will  be  a focal  point.  Rarely  do  we  have  the 
chance  to  offer  one  at  this  level. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  2 finer  (MS-67  finest). 

The  Coinage  Act  of  1853 

The  Coinage  Act  of  1853,  for  which  a chapter  could  be  written,  had  pro- 
found effects  on  circulating  issues.  Since  1850,  silver  half  dimes,  dimes,  quarter 
dollars,  half  dollars,  and  dollars  had  been  absent  from  circulation.  Discovery  of 
gold  in  California  made  this  metal  “common”  in  relation  to  the  historic  ratio 
between  silver  and  gold,  and  the  price  of  silver  escalated  on  world  markets.  It 
became  profitable  to  take  older  silver  coins  from  circulation  and  melt  them  down 
to  sell  for  their  metal  content.  A partial  solution  was  effected  in  1851  with  the 
introduction  of  the  silver  trime  (some  magnificent  examples  of  which  are  of- 
fered in  the  present  sale),  this  being  of  a special  alloy  of  75%  silver  and  25% 
copper,  instead  of  90%  silver.  Such  had  a metal  value  less  than  their  face  value 
and  were  not  attractive  to  speculators. 

The  Act  of  February  21,  1853,  reduced  the  weight  of  the  denominations 
from  the  half  dime  to  the  half  dollar,  thus  making  new  issues  unattractive  to 
melters.  To  signify  the  change  the  new  coins  had  arrows  added  to  the  date  and 
for  the  quarter  and  half  dollar,  rays  on  the  reverse.  The  rays  were  discontinued 
after  1853,  and  the  arrows  after  1855.  The  Liberty  Seated  dollar  was  not  affected 
by  the  legislation,  as  nearly  all  pieces  had  been  made  for  export  purposes,  where 
they  were  valued  on  their  silver  content  in  any  event,  the  inscribed  amount 
making  no  difference.  In  essence  they  were  trade  dollars,  m an  era  before  official 
trade  dollars  were  made.  Silver  dollars  continued  to  be  produced  in  large  quan- 
tities to  the  specific  request  ofhullion  depositors  who  had  to  pay  SI. 03,  $1.04, 
or  some  other  amount,  slightly  in  excess  of  face  value,  to  obtain  the  coins.  As 
they  were  being  shipped  overseas  and  valued  as  bullion,  they  found  effective 
use.  None  were  used  domestically.  The  Coinage  Act  of  1873  initiated  the  trade 
dollar  denomination,  after  which  time  production  of  Liberty  Seated  dollars 
ended. 

After  February  21,  1853,  circulating  silver  coins  were yJal  money,  were  worth 
face  value,  but  could  not  be  melted.  Quite  a few  later  writers  on  economics 
have  stated  that  as  of  this  date  the  United  States  officially  went  on  the  gold 
standard,  for  gold  coins  continued  to  be  worth  meltdown  value.  In  actuality 
while  American  gold  coins  were  w'orth  par  in  bullion,  the  United  States  did  not 
declare  adherence  to  the  gold  standard  until  years  later  in  1900, 


Lustrous  1855/4  Half  Dollar 


1795  1855/4  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  A lustrous  example  of  this  popu- 
lar overdate,  distinguished  by  having  the  crossbar  of  the  earlier  4 
visible  under  the  last  5 in  the  date.  Obverse  and  reverse  are  lus- 
trous and  frosty,  richly  so,  with  medium  gray  and  golden  toning. 
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Lustrous  1855-S  Half  Dollar 

First  Year  Rarity 


1796  1855-S  Arrows.  AU-55  (PCGS).  The  1855-S  Liberty  Seated 
half  dollar,  with  arrows  at  date,  is  the  first  of  this  denomination 
struck  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint  (which  opened  its  doors  in  March 
1854).  Today  the  1855-S  is  a rarity  at  all  levels,  and  when  seen  is 
apt  to  show  extensive  wear.  Relatively  few  exist  with  significant 
original  lustre,  as  evidenced  by  the  PCGS  population  figures,  which 
rank  this  coin  among  the  top  half  dozen  finest  known  (with  the 
finest  significantly  higher,  but  the  present  piece  still  notable).  Both 
obverse  and  reverse  are  highly  lustrous,  with  nearly  full  frost  still 
evident.  Light  golden  toning  is  seen  on  both  sides.  The  strike  is 
quite  good,  this  being  typical  of  1855-S.  The  coin  has  significant 
eye  appeal,  a factor  that  must  be  weighed  when  considering  the 
ultimate  value.  All  told  this  piece  will  be  a great  addition  to  a spe- 
cialized collection.  We  would  be  proud  to  own  it  ourselves. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  2 finer  (MS-66  finest). 


Another  Elusive  1855-S  Half  Dollar 


1797  1855-S  Arrows.  AU-55  (PCGS).  A high-grade  specimen,  in- 
deed one  of  the  finest  certified,  although  short  of  Mint  State,  of 
the  1855-S  half  dollar.  This  piece  is  toned  light  to  medium  gray  on 
both  sides  with  splashes  of  silver.  Lustre  is  seen  in  the  protected 
areas.  For  many  years  this  has  been  a prime  object  of  desire  in  the 
Liberty  Seated  series.  The  present  coin  will  fill  a nice  niche  for  the 
appreciative  buyer. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  2 finer  (MS-66  finest). 

Mint  State  1857-0  Half  Dollar 


1798  1857-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  A lustrous  example,  well  struck,  with 
silver  surfaces  at  the  center,  lightly  toned.  Around  the  border  is  a 
mixture  of  medium  gold  and  blue.  The  striking  sharpness  is  ex- 
ejuisite  with  definition  ot  all  characteristics,  often  not  tlie  case  with 
New  Orleans  Mint  silver. 

PCGS  Population:  7 finer  (MS-64  finest). 
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Choice  Proof  1858  Half  Dollar 


1858  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Bright  surfaces  with  delicate  golden  ton- 
ing. Scattered  marks  here  and  there  define  the  grade. 

This  IS  the  first  readily  collectihle  date  among  Proofs  m the 
Liberty  Seated  half  dollar  denomination.  It  is  estimated  that  210 
silver  Proof  sets  were  sold  this  year,  plus,  possibly,  additional  pieces 
of  certain  silver  denominations  specifically  applied  for. 

Forming  a complete  set  of  Proof  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  from 
this  year  to  the  end  of  the  series,  1891,  can  be  accomplished  with 
some  persistence.  Today  the  market  generally  ignores  grades  such 
as  Proof-63  and  Proof-64  preferring  to  place  emphasis  on  “invest- 
ment quality”  Proof-65  or  better.  This  is  fine  and  dandy,  although 
in  the  past  it  has  been  demonstrated  many  times  that  certain  very 
high  grades  do  not  perform  as  well  as  investors  hoped.  It  is  curious 
but  true  that  many  “investment  grade  coins”  today  in  2005  do  not 
bring  the  same  prices  they  brought  at  the  height  of  the  investment 
market  in  1990,  whereas  many  lower  grade  coins  have  maintained 
their  value  or  even  increased  it.  The  point  is  that  today  the  Proof- 
63  category  is  eminently  affordable.  The  present  piece  could  be 
the  catalyst  to  a very  intriguing  collection. 


1858-0  S.S.  Republic  500 

“Treasure  Coin” 

1858-0  S.S.  Republic.  (NGC).  “Shipwreck  Effect”  half 
dollar  with  wooden  box,  brochure,  and  certificate  of  authentic- 
ity. This  is  one  of  multiple  half  dollars  sent  in  kegs  from  New  York 
City  in  October  1865,  aboard  the  S.S.  Republic,  destined  for  New 
Orleans.  As  is  well  known  to  readers  of  numismatic  and  other  pub- 
lications (including  a feature  in  NatiomI  Geographic  magazine),  the 
ship  was  lost  at  sea.  In  2004  a fantastic  treasure  of  silver  and  gold 
coins  was  recovered  by  Odyssey  Marine  Exploration,  Inc.  Among 
the  treasure  were  many  half  dollars,  these  being  the  largest  silver 
coins  in  general  use  (see  our  earlier  comments  under  the  1853-0). 
No  doubt  this  and  other  coins  would  have  found  use  at  the  desti- 
nation in  buying  everyday  products  in  an  era  in  which  paper  money 
was  sharply  depreciated. 

The  effects  of  time  and  salt  water  removed  certain  detail  from 
the  surface,  yielding  a coin  that  is  readily  identifiable  and  attrac- 
tive today,  given  the  designation  “Shipwreck  Effect”  by  NGC,  to 
put  it  in  a special  category.  Somewhat  similarly,  the  term  “Seawa- 
ter Uncirculated”  has  been  used  by  some,  including  us,  to  describe 
gold  coins  that  have  etched  surfaces,  most  notably  the  1854-S  $20 
pieces  recovered  from  the  S.S.  Yankee  Blade. 

The  present  piece,  as  well  as  others  of  its  kind,  bring  together  a 
desirable  numismatic  coin  with  a rich  measure  ot  history  to  create 
a collectable  that  will  be  long  enjoyed. 


1861  eSA  Restrike  Half  Dollar 


Unusually  High  Grade 


(NGC).  Offered  is  an  unusually  high-grade  specimen  (graded  by 
the  reverse  only,  as  the  obverse  is  always  flattened)  of  the  famous 
1879  restrike  of  the  1861  Confederate  States  of  America  half  dol- 
lar. The  present  piece  is  very  sharply  detailed  and  very  lustrous, 
one  of  the  nicest  restrikes  we  have  seen.  The  obverse  displays  much 
lustre,  indicating  that  a fairly  high  quality  coin  was  used  as  the 
undertype. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 


Story  of  the  1879  Restrike 

The  story  of  the  1879  Confederate  States  of  American  restnke  half  dollar  is 
well  known.  Dave  Bowers’  book,  Alore  Adivntures  with  Ran  Coins,  devotes  a 
chapter  to  it — well  worth  reading,  and  an  autographed  copy  goes  to  the  success- 
ful bidder  upon  request. 

In  brief,  no  one  knew  that  in  1861  the  Confederate  States  of  America  en- 
deavored to  create  its  own  half  dollar  coinage.  H.H.M.  Patterson,  a New  Or- 
leans engraver,  was  commissioned  to  create  a reverse  die  with  Confederate  em- 
blems, to  be  mated  with  a regular  Liberty  Seated  federal  die,  a supply  of  the 
latter  being  on  hand  at  the  New  Orleans  Mint,  then  under  control  of  the  Con- 
federacy. Four  examples  were  struck  as  patterns,  these  being  designated  as  origi- 
nals today.  Apparently,  nothing  was  stated  in  official  records.  Years  later  in  1 879. 
all  of  this  came  to  light  when  E.L.  Mason.  Jr.,  well-known  Philadelphia  dealer 
came  into  possession  of  the  original  reverse  die,  plus  a specimen  of  the  halt  dol- 
lar, sent  to  him  by  a former  confederate  official  who  divulged  the  storv  .Mason 
realized  he  had  a numismatic  treasure,  and  sought  a buyer,  unsuccesshilb  it  turned 
out.  Finally,  j.W.  Scott  bought  the  die  and  the  com.  Fie  came  up  with  the  novel 
idea  of  producing  restrikes  for  sale  to  collectors.  Circular  notu*  s were  M-nt  out 
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soliciting  orders,  stating  that  only  500  would  be  struck.  For  planchets  Scott  stated 
that  regular  1861-0  half  dollars,  taken  from  circulation,  would  be  used,  with 
the  reverse  drilled  off  (his  term)  to  create  a somewhat  smooth  surface  that  could 
be  stamped.  In  order  to  provide  at  least  something  to  deliver  to  purchasers  in 
case  the  die  broke,  Scott  caused  500  white-metal  tokens  to  be  made  from  the 
reverse  die,  in  combination  with  a newly  created  storecard  die  mentioning  Scott. 
After  these  were  struck,  500  restrike  half  dollars  were  made,  of  the  type  offered 
for  sale  here.  The  ground-down  coins  were  placed  facedown  on  a pad  or  some 
other  surface  then  hit  with  the  reverse  die,  somewhat  flattening  the  obverse  in 
the  process.  Scott  soon  announced  that  the  entire  issue  was  sold  out,  and  of- 
fered to  buy  back  any  that  might  be  for  sale,  an  effort  to  create  a demand.  How- 
ever, this  was  a sham,  as  quantities  of  unsold  pieces  remained  and  were  parceled 
out  by  Scott  for  many  years  afterward.  The  original  half  dollar  was  offered  for 
sale,  but  no  buyer  materialized,  until  finally  it  was  purchased  byj.  Sanford  Saltus, 
later  to  become  the  property  of  the  American  Numismatic  Society,  where  it 
rests  today.  Saltus  met  an  unfortunate  end  while  in  his  hotel  room,  cleaning 
coins  with  a mixture  of  potassium  cyanide,  a lethal  poison,  but  one  which  served 
to  make  silver  coins  appear  “uncirculated”  or  at  least  quite  bright.  It  seems  that 
he  mi.xed  up  this  glass  of  potent  substance  with  another  glass  of  ginger  ale  and 
drank  the  wrong  one.  He  was  found  dead  in  his  room.  Today,  of  the  500  re- 
strikes  made  by  Scott  in  1879,  probably  most  exist  here  or  there  in  the  numis- 
matic fraternity.  They  are  widely  scattered  and  are  highly  prized.  Offerings  are 
only  occasional  in  the  present  market  and  not  usually  of  the  quality  offered  here. 
We  expect  that  this  “story  coin”  will  create  much  attention  as  it  is  being  sold. 


1861-0  “Shipwreck  Effect”  500 


Gy)  60  Scarce  1866-S  No  Motto  500 

s.  Among  Finest  Certified 

w 

67  rd-eJ 


1804  1866-S  No  Motto.  AU-50  (PCGS).  The  1866-S  without  the 
motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  is  one  of  the  key  issues  of  the  era. 
The  present  piece,  at  AU-50,  exemplifies  the  overall  rarity  of  the 
variety,  as  from  this  point  all  the  way  through  MS-65,  PCGS  has 
graded  10  coins!  The  present  piece  will  satisfy  the  specialist  who 
seeks  an  attractive  specimen  at  a reasonable  market  value.  The  piece 
is  bright  silver  on  both  sides,  with  much  lustre  remaining.  The 
variety,  of  which  60,000  are  believed  to  have  been  struck  (as  com- 
pared to  a much  larger  994,000  for  its  with-motto  cousin  of  the 
same  year),  combines  a new  1866  obverse  die  with  a leftover 
mottoless  reverse,  by  then  obsolete. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  7 finer  (MS-65  finest). 


1802  1861-0  S.S.  Republic  (NGC).  “Shipwreck  Effect”  half  dol- 
lar with  wooden  box,  brochure,  and  certificate  of  authenticity. 
Another  example  from  the  long  lost,  but  now  found  S.S.  Republic, 
this  1861-0  half  dollar  is  of  particular  significance,  as  it  was  made 
in  the  intended  destination  city  in  the  last  year  in  which  the  New 
Orleans  Mint  operated  until  it  reopened  in  1879. 

As  previously  noted,  treasure  coins  are  enjoyable  to  own,  and 
memories  still  linger  of  the  fantastic  presentation  of  such  pieces, 
from  many  eras  and  wrecks,  that  we  showcased  over  a year  ago  in 
our  memorable  offering  the  Thomas  Sebring  Collection.  That 
event  was  too  early  to  include  even  a single  example  from  the  S.S. 
Republic,  but  other  notable  ships  were  well  represented. 

Beautiful  Gem  1863  Half  Dollar 

Superb  Eye  Appeal 


1803  1863  MS-65  (NGC).  Beauty  is  in  the  eye  of  the  beholder,  and 
with  this  coin  we  behold  a lot.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  deeply 
and  richly  lustrous,  somewhat  satiny.  Brilliant  with  delicate  golden 
toning.  The  strike  is  excellent.  Everything  comes  together  very 
nicely  to  create  a piece  that  has  a high  numerical  grade,  to  be  sure, 
but  far  more  important,  is  of  superb  overall  quality.  A very  strong 
bid  is  recommended! 


Gem  Proof  1867  Half  Dollar 


1805  1867  Proof-65  Cameo  (NGC).  Light  silver  gray  centers  give  way 
to  blue  and  gold  at  the  borders.  A splendid  specimen,  no  doubt 
from  an  old  time  collection  if  it  could  speak  to  reveal  its  pedigree. 
Among  the  finest  certified  by  NGC.  The  “cameo”  designation  is 
moot,  as  all  are  struck  from  the  same  die  pair,  and  all  are  cameos 
although  this  particular  adjective  was  not  added  in  the  earlier  years 
of  commercial  grading. 

Under  the  1858  Proof  half  dollar  we  discussed  the  advantages 
of  acquiring  Liberty  Seated  issues  at  what  seem  to  be  very  attrac- 
tive prices.  Although  the  situation  is  not  as  dramatic,  at  the  gem 
level,  as  here,  the  values  are  still  very  reasonable,  much  less  than 
they  were  15  years  ago.  And  yet,  the  coins  are  exactly  the  same.  In 
the  Proof-65  or  gem  level  a set  of  Proof  halt  dollars  1858  through 
1891  is  likewise  a challenge  to  assemble,  but  will  take  quite  a bit 
more  time.  For  immediate  consideration  will  be  pieces  certified  as 
Proof-65  by  one  or  another  of  the  services,  but  beyond  that  it  is 
important  to  select  eye  appeal  and  quality,  which  the  present  piece 
has  in  spades  but  which  is  often  absent.  It  you  set  about  building 
such  a set  we  would  be  delighted  to  showcase  it  in  a future  Ameri- 
can Numismatic  Rarities  auction  sale.  We  can  hardly  wait! 


NGC  Census:  13;  3 finer  (MS-67  finest). 
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Gem  Proof  1869  Half  Dollar 


1806  1869  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Vivid  gunmetal-blue  toning  on  the  ob- 
verse. Medium  gold  and  iridescent  toning  on  the  reverse.  One  of 
just  600  Proofs  minted  this  year,  among  the  lower  production 
quantities. 


Important  1870-CC  Half  Dollar 


First  Year  of  Issue 
High  Condition  Census 


(2x  photo) 


1807  1870-CC  EF-45  (NGC).  The  1870-CC  half  dollar  is  impor- 
tant as  the  first  year  of  the  denomination  from  Carson  City,  as 
well  as  the  lowest  mintage  half  dollar  from  that  mint;  just  54,617 
were  struck.  Relatively  few  have  survived  in  higher  grades, 
prompting  Kenneth  E.  Bressett,  editor  of  the  Guide  Book  of  United 
States  Coins,  to  eliminate  any  pricing  on  the  long  side  ot  AU-50. 
The  present  piece  is  medium  gray  with  traces  of  magenta.  Signs 


of  circulation  arc  seen  on  both  sides,  including  some  marks  near 
the  top  of  the  eagle  on  the  reverse.  However,  the  grade  remains 
sufficiently  high  that  it  is  one  of  the  top  nine  certified  by  NGC, 
a strong  selling  point. 

NGC  Census:  7;  2 finer  (MS-62  finest). 

Splendid  1872  Half  Dollar 

Lustrous  Circulation  Strike 


High  Condition  Census 


1808  1872  MS-64  (NGC).  A brilliant,  lustrous,  and  very  satisfying  ex- 
ample, the  1872  is  rarer  as  a circulation  strike  in  this  grade  than  an 
equivalent  Proof  Both  sides  are  highly  lustrous.  Some  marks  are 
seen,  expected  for  the  numerical  designation.  High  in  the  roster 
of  those  certified  by  NGC. 

NGC  Census:  8;  4 finer  (MS-66  finest). 


Lustrous  1872-S  Half  Dollar 

Among  Finest  Certified 


1809  1872-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A beautiful,  lustrous  example  of  the 
1872-S  half  dollar,  a piece  ranking  among  the  top  eight  best  graded 
by  PCGS.  Although  this  piece  is  an  easy  MS-63  and  well  graded, 
in  our  opinion  it  also  has  superb  eye  appeal — rich  frost,  nice  strik- 
ing, and  flashy  lustre.  Here  is  a coin  that  is  just  right  for  a high- 
grade  specialized  collection. 

While  such  a piece  will  probably  be  of  greatest  interest  to  a 
Liberty  Seated  speciahst,  such  as  a member  of  the  Liberty  Seated 
Collectors  Club,  we  cannot  resist  saying  anyone  building  a type 
set  of  basic  design  would  do  well  to  explore  paying  a bit  more  and 
acquiring  a date,  such  as  this,  that  is  quite  rare. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  3 finer  (MS-65  finest). 
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Rare  1873-CC  No  Arrows  500 

Lustrous  Mint  State 


1810  1873-CC  No  Arrows.  MS-61  (NGC).  Rarity  is  the  operative 
word  for  the  1873-CC  Without  Arrows,  as  examples  are  fairly  elu- 
sive in  all  grades.  In  Mint  State,  as  presented  here,  they  are  espe- 
cially so.  The  present  piece  has  medium  gray  intermingled  with 
gold  over  lustrous  surfaces.  Some  mottling  is  seen,  particularly  on 
the  reverse,  which  overall  is  somewhat  lighter  hue.  The  striking  is 
excellent.  Held  at  angle  to  the  light  some  brush  marks  are  seen  in 
the  fields,  accounting  for  the  assigning  of  the  MS-61  grade.  How- 
ever, at  quick  glance  the  piece  has  the  aspect  of  a specimen  in  a 
significantly  higher  grade. 

NGC  Census:  2;  5 finer  (MS-67  finest). 

Gem  1877-S  Half  Dollar 

No  Drapery  at  Elbow 


181 1 1877-S  No  Drapery.  MS-6.S  (PCGS).  A splendid  specimen  with 

medium  gold  and  gr.iy  toning  at  the  centers  changing  to  blue  at  the 


borders,  no  doubt  a result  oflong-term  storage  in  a Wayte  Raymond 
“National”  or  related  album.  A splendid  example  that  will  serve 
well  the  interest  of  a type  collector  or  Liberty  Seated  specialist. 

The  No  Drapery  feature  is  curious,  and  is  due  to  relapping  the  obverse  die 
so  as  to  remove  details  in  lower  relief  including  the  extra  cloth  (called  “Drap- 
ery” for  some  reason)  at  the  elbow  of  Miss  Liberty.  Unlike  the  situation  with 
the  1839  half  dollar,  the  drapery-less  aspect  of  this  coin  has  nothing  to  do  with 
design  intentions  but  rather  with  the  die  preparation  process. 


1812  1884  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A lovely  example,  choice  Proof,  with 
medium  golden  toning  over  mirrored  surfaces.  The  1884  is  dou- 
bly desirable — as  a low-mintage  circulation  strike  and,  as  here,  a 
low-mintage  Proof  Certainly  at  the  Proof-64  level  this  is  one  of 
the  nicest  on  the  market. 


Gem  1893-0  Half  Dollar 

Exceptionally  High  Quality 


1813  1893-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Checking  in  as  one  ot  the  finest  certi- 
fied by  NGC.  with  just  a single  example  higher,  this  I8'kl-C>  i' 
worthy  of  strong  consideration  bv  the  specialist.  Both  obverse  and 
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reverse  are  highly  lustrous,  silver  gray,  with  splashes  of  blue  and 
gold.  The  striking  is  about  typical  with  some  lightness  at  the  right 
side  of  the  eagle  on  the  reverse. 

Assembling  a full  set  of  MS-65  Barber  half  dollars  is  a very  dif- 
ficult task,  and  it  would  be  necessary  to  spend  several  years  in  the 
pursuit,  if  pieces  with  lustrous  or  attractively  toned  surfaces  are 
desired.  Right  now  in  the  marketplace  Barber  coins  are  popular, 
but  not  as  widely  collected  as  perhaps  they  should  be.  Accord- 
mgly,  the  present  catalogue  offers  many  interesting  opportunities 

NGC  Census:  5;  1 finer  (MS-66). 


Lustrous  1895-0  Half  Dollar 
Mint  State 


Superb  Gem  Proof  1895  Half  Dollar 
Notable  Eye  Appeal 
High  Condition  Census 


(2x  photo) 


1814  1895  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Ranking  among  the  very  finest  graded 
by  PCGS,  this  piece  checks  in  at  a high  numerical  level,  plus  the 
desirable  aspect  of  having  splendid  toning.  The  hues  are  iridescent 
on  both  sides,  with  a crescent  shaped  area  showcasing  the  face  of 
Miss  Liberty,  light  lilac  and  gray  to  the  right  and  iridescent  blue  to 
the  left.  The  present  piece  is  a landmark  for  the  connoisseur. 

PCCiS  Population:  7;  2 finer  {Proof-68  finest). 


1815  1895-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  A lustrous  and  beautiful  example  of  this 
early  New  Orleans  Barber  half  dollar,  the  present  piece  combines 
grade  with  notable  eye  appeal.  The  fields  are  frosty  silver  with 
delicate  lilac  toning,  accented  by  splashes  of  brown  and  blue  at  the 
borders.  As  is  true  of  so  many  19th-century  silver  coins,  at  the  MS- 
64  level  there  is  a great  deal  of  old-fashioned  value  to  consider.  Speci- 
mens that  are  at  once  beautiful  and  somewhat  rare,  as  here,  can  be 
acquired  for  relatively  low  prices.  While  an  investor  or  someone 
working  on  a registry  set  might  want  to  pay  tens  of  thousands  dol- 
lars for  a superb  gem  conunon  date  in  the  Barber  half  dollar  series, 
in  our  opinion  from  a collecting^  viewpoint,  the  MS-64  level,  com- 
bined with  seeking  attractive  surfaces,  offers  much. 


Superb  Gem  1898  Half  Dollar 

Proof-66 


1816  1898  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A superb  gem  Proof,  this  piece  is  one  of 
the  nicest  seen.  The  mirror  fields  on  both  sides  are  enhanced  by 
delicate  toning,  as  pretty  as  can  be. 

To  resume  our  intermittent  discussion  of  value,  on  today’s  market  a Proof-66 
half  doUar  is  worth  several  thousands  of  dollars.  We  cannot  help  but  think  of  a 
situation  that  occurred  a quarter  century  ago,  in  1980,  before  even  the  boom  mar- 
ket of  1990,  when  there  was  a fantastic  influx  of  investors  into  the  coin  market. 
Buyers  had  a great  deal  of  money,  and  not  a huge  amount  of  numismatic  knowl- 
edge or  discernment.  A client.  Dr.  C.,  from  Michigan,  had  formed  a set  of  Barber 
half  dollars  in  "nice”  Proof  condition,  pieces  that  today  that  would  probably  grade 
Proof-63  to  Proof-65.  At  the  height  of  the  market  he  was  offered  S15.(K)0  per  coin 
for  a set  of  Proofs,  called  for  advice,  and  we  suj^ested  that  he  sell  immediately — 
which  he  did!  While  coins  do  not  have  memory  as  to  prices,  we  cannot  help  but 
think  that  a superb  gem  such  as  this  1898,  available  for  just  a few  thousand  dollars, 
but  with  a mintage  of  only  735  Proofs,  will  be  a great  buy  for  its  next  owner. 


1817  1899  MS-64.  A dusky  blend  of  rose,  gold.  blue,  and  sea  green 
graces  the  satiny  surfaces  of  this  attractive  Barber  half  dollar. 
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Splendid  1905-0  Half  Dollar 

Superb  Eye  Appeal 


1818  1905-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  In  the  numismatic  world  there  are  doz- 
ens ofMint  State  1905-0  half  dollars,  and  many  of  them  are  worth 
owning.  However,  this  particular  pieces  is  very  special.  It  is  well 
struck,  lustrous  and  somewhat  prooflike  (especially  on  the  reverse), 
and  has  a great  deal  of  eye  appeal.  It  virtually  calls  out  to  be 
“adopted.”  If  you  are  working  on  a high-grade  set  of  Barber  halves 
of  true  quahty,  consider  this  one.  The  last  seller  of  this  coin  added 
this  comment,  “full  three  dimensional  strike.  Claims  to  MS-65.” 
Well  stated. 


Gem  1905-S  Half  Dollar 

Vivid  Iridescent  Toning 


(2x  photo) 


1819  1905-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Ifanyone  ever  compiles  registry  sets  lim- 
ited to  coins  with  memorable  toning,  this  piece  is  sure  to  enter  at 
a high  level!  Both  obverse  and  reverse  have  iridescent  hues,  the 


obverse  being  a mixture  of  silver  gray,  blue,  and  gold,  while  the 
reverse  checks  in  at  magenta  at  the  center,  with  a panorama  ofblue 
surrounding,  culminating  with  a frame  of  gold.  A few  marks  are 
seen  on  the  neck  of  Miss  Liberty,  mostly  hidden  by  the  toning, 
but  are  mentioned  anyway — not  particularly  germane,  as  the  MS- 
64  designation  takes  care  of  such  things. 

PCGS  Population:  8;  4 finer  (MS-67  finest). 

Gem  1906-D  Half  Dollar 

First  Denver  Issue 


1820  1906-D  MS-65  (NGC).  A splendid  gem  example,  this  piece  could 
also  be  entered  in  the  toning  sweepstakes.  In  the  present  instance 
the  patination  is  light  brown  with  splashes  of  magenta  at  the  cen- 
ter, changing  to  gunmetal-blue  at  the  borders.  This  represents  the 
first  year  the  newly  constructed  Denver  Mint  was  in  business.  As 
such,  the  1906-D  has  special  significance. 

NGC  Census;  7;  3 finer  (MS-66  finest). 

Attractive  1906-0  Half  Dollar 

Lustrous  Mint  State 


1821  1906-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  A very  attractive  example  with  rich  sil- 
very lustre  muted  with  light  toning,  mostly  gold.  A pleasing  speci- 
men of  this  later  New  Orleans  issue.  As  is  true  of  so  many  Barber  half 
dollars  at  the  MS-64  level,  coins  with  good  eye  appeal  and  good  over- 
all quality  (as  here)  seem  to  offer  a special  value  for  the  price  paid. 

Superb  Mint  State  1908-0  Half  Dollar 


1822  1908-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  A brilliant,  lustrous  example.  Surfaces 
are  bright  silver  with  a whisper  of  golden  toning,  .\mong  h.ilt  dol- 
lars of  the  1908-0  date,  this  piece  stands  high  in  the  NGC.'  C'ensus 
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and,  beyond  that,  has  very  attractive  eye  appeal.  The  striking  is 
excellent,  with  good  detail  on  the  right  side  of  the  eagle  on  the 
reverse  (an  area  which  is  sometimes  weak). 

A tiny  die  crack  is  seen  on  the  obverse  at  the  lower  right,  at  the  neck  tip. 
This  was  the  weak  point  in  the  dies,  and  when  die  cracks  are  seen  on  Barber  half 
dollars,  which  is  not  often,  they  are  typically  in  or  around  the  lower  area  of  the 
portrait. 


Gem  1908-0  Half  Dollar 


1823  1908-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  delicate  natural 
toning  around  the  borders.  While  the  1908-0  is  easily  available  in 
lower  grades,  in  strictly  gem  preservation,  as  here,  such  pieces  are 
hard  to  find.  While  the  date  and  mintmark  specialist  will  enjoy  the 
opportunity,  most  likely  it  will  land  in  a type  set  of  20th-century 
silver  coins,  this  being  the  scarcest  entry  in  such  a di.splay. 


Beautiful  1910-S  Half  Dollar 

Lustrous  Mint  State 


1824  1910-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a hint  of  golden  toning 
on  the  obverse,  fully  bright  on  the  reverse.  A very  attractive  ex- 
ample, another  piece  that  offers  a very  generous  measure  of  value 
at  the  MS-64  level.  Check  it  carefully,  and  it  will  no  doubt  be 
placed  on  your  list  of  things  worthy  of  bidding  competition. 


Vividly  Toned  Gem  Proof  1911  Barber  500 


1825  1911  Proof-66  (NGC).  A vividly  toned  gem  that  will  draw  at- 
tention from  those  who  enjoy  such  beautiful  items.  An  amalgam 
of  rich  gold,  orange,  violet,  lavender,  blue,  and  numerous  other 
shades  too  varied  to  mention  grace  the  deeply  mirrored  fields  and 
lightly  frosted  motifs.  Only  543  Proofs  of  the  date  were  produced, 
and  only  a handful  of  surviving  specimens  rival  the  beauty  and 
quality  of  the  presently  offered  specimen. 


Superb  Gem  Proof  1912  Half  Dollar 


1826  1912  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  beautiful,  and  desirable.  A su- 
perb Proof  with  frosty  surfaces  set  against  deep  mirror  fields.  Light 
golden  toning.  One  of  the  very  finest  Proofs  remaining  from  a 
rather  low  mintage  ofjust  700  coins. 

Key  Gem  Mint  State  1913  Barber  Half  Dollar 


1827  1913  MS-65  (PCGS).  Gem  Proofs  of  this  low-mintage  date  are 
more  available  than  are  gem  circulation  strikes,  as  here.  Just  188,000 
examples  of  this  key  date  were  struck.  Lustrous  and  attractive, 
medium  gold  over  silver  surfaces.  The  striking  is  perhaps  better 
than  typical,  with  some  lightness  at  the  lower  right  of  the  reverse. 

PCGS  Population:  8;  6 finer  {MS-66  finest). 


Gem  1913-D  Half  Dollar 


1828  1913-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  attractive,  delicately  toned 
on  both  sides,  but  mostly  of  a silver  color.  The  1913-D  is  easily 
enough  found  in  lower  grades  but  is  elusive  in  MS-65. 

NGC  Census;  II;  3 finer  (MS-66  finest). 

Gem  1913-D  Half  Dollar 

Among  Finest  Certified 


1829  1913-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  silver  surfaces.  Some  contact  markv 
on  the  face  of  Miss  Liberty.  Evidence  of  light  striking  in  the  stars 
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at  lower  right  and,  on  the  reverse,  the  lower  right  of  the  eagle. 
Certainly  worth  more  than  a cursory  glance,  indeed,  definitely 
worth  taking  a long  look  at  in  our  opinion.  It  i5,  after  all,  an  espe- 
cially high-grade  example  of  the  1913-D,  probably  in  the  top  1% 
of  those  surviving  in  numismatic  hands. 

NGC  Census:  11;  3 finer  {MS-66  finest). 

Impressively  Toned  Gem  1916-D  Half  Dollar 


1830  1916-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  A highly  lustrous  and  richly  toned  ex- 
ample of  the  first  date  in  the  Walking  Liberty  half  dollar  series. 
ILich  and  varied  shades  of  golden  iridescence  will  cause  even  the 
most  advanced  Walking  Liberty  halt  dollar  specialists  among  us  to 
sit  up  and  take  notice!  A beautiful  gem  that  exhibits  the  satiny 
matte-like  surfaces  and  high,  “square”  rims  of  the  first  two  years 
of  the  series — after  1917,  this  series  becomes  much  more  pedes- 
trian in  quality,  at  least  to  this  writer.  The  Mint,  in  its  well-mean- 
ing wisdom,  redefined  the  dies  for  this  series  and,  after  1918,  the 
coins  take  on  a more  typical  appearance,  with  none  ofWeinman’s 
purposely  textured  highlights  present  in  the  field.  Only  two  1916- 
D half  dollars  have  been  graded  finer  than  the  present  lovely  gem 
by  PCGS.  Simply  gorgeous  and  worthy  of  a premium  bid! 

PCGS  Population:  39;  2 finer  (both  MS-67). 

1831  Group  of  Walking  Liberty  half  dollars  grading  MS-64 
(NGC):  ☆ 1916-D.  Satiny  with  delicate  rose-gray  at  the  periph- 
eriestlr  1917.  Satiny  golden  gray  ☆ 1936-D.  Satiny  lustre  with  deli- 
cate rose  highlights  ☆ 1936-S.  Lustrous  golden  gray  ☆ 1937-S. 
Satiny  rose  lustre  ☆ 1938.  Satiny  silver  gray  with  rose  highlights  H 
I939-S.  Lustrous.  (Total;  7 pieces) 

1832  Sextette  of  NGC-certified  Walking  Liberty  half  dollars:  ☆ 

1916-D  MS-61.  Delicate  silver  gray  with  golden  toning  at  the  rims 

☆ 1917-S  Reverse  Mintmark.  MS-62.  Satiny  ☆ 1929-D  MS-61. 
Pale  lilac-gray  over  lustrous  surfaces  ☆ 1934-D  MS-63.  Satiny  with 
a whisper  of  golden  rose  highlights  ☆ 1935  MS-63.  Satiny  lustre 

☆ 1937  MS-62.  Satiny  lustre  with  hints  of  gold.  (Total:  6 pieces) 

Frosty  Golden  Gem  1916-S  Half  Dollar 


1833  1916-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem  with  rich  golden  high- 
lights. The  aesthetic  equal  to  the  lovely  1916-D  just  offered — per- 
haps both  of  these  beauties  belong  in  your  collection! 

P<  (iS  Pdpiiljtion:  79;  13  finer  (M.S-67  finest). 


1834  1917-D  Obverse  mintmark.  MS-63  (NGC).  Pdeh  mint  lustre 
is  overlaid  with  lightly  mottled  gray  toning.  About  ty'pical  strike 
for  1917-D,  with  some  lightness  at  the  centers  (this  being  usual 
and  not  noted  by  certification  services  or  in  catalogue  descrip- 
tions). The  overall  aspect  is  nice,  and  at  the  current  market  value 
the  piece  would  seem  to  be  an  attractive  purchase  consideration. 

Choice  Mint  State  1917-D  Half  Dollar 

Reverse  Mintmark  Variety 


1835  1917-D  Reverse  mintmark.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Strong  underly- 
ing lustre  underscores  the  rich  champagne  highlights  on  this  sat- 
iny “Walker”  from  the  second  year  of  the  design  type.  Nicely  struck 
at  the  centers — not  fully  so,  but  with  plenty  of  detail  at  Liberty’s 
head  and  hand,  areas  that  are  sometimes  found  soft  for  the  present 
date.  Three  dozen  examples  of  this  date  have  been  found  finer  in 
the  eyes  of  PCGS  than  the  present  specimen,  none  of  those  above 
MS-66.  A nice  MS-64,  as  here,  could  prove  to  be  a good  value  in 
today’s  numismatic  marketplace. 

Lustrous  1917-D  Half  Dollar 

Mintmark  on  Reverse 


1836  1917-D  Reverse  mintmark.  MS-64  (NGC).  A brilliant,  lus- 
trous specimen,  bright  silver  with  just  a hint  of  toning.  An  above 
average  example  of  this  early  mintmark.  Some  light  striking  at  the 
center  obverse  is  to  be  expected,  and  on  the  present  coin  is  not  as 
light  as  normally  seen.  The  reverse  actually  shows  all  the  feather 
detail  on  the  eagle,  and  can  be  designated  as  sharply  stnick. 
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Choice  Mint  State  1918-D  500 


(2x  photo) 

1837  1918-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive,  this  piece  is 
above  average  in  striking  sharpness,  but  still  shows  some  lightness 
at  the  center.  Delicate  golden  toning  is  seen  on  both  sides.  The 
early  mintmarks  in  the  early  Liberty  Walking  series  can  be  quite  a 
challenge  to  acquire.  The  present  sale  offers  a nice  selection  in  af- 
fordable MS-63  and  MS-64  grades,  among  others. 

Mint  State  1918-D  Half  Dollar 


1838  1918-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  on  both  sides.  Somewhat  lightly 
struck  at  the  centers.  About  typical  for  an  MS-63  seen  in  the  mar- 
ketplace. 
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Splendid  1918-S  Half  Dollar 


1839  1918-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A splendid  specimen  with  pristine  sur- 
faces, richly  lustrous,  with  just  a few  contact  marks.  Above  aver- 
age in  strike.  A ‘high  end”  MS-64  coin  to  be  sure,  and,  as  such, 
worthy  of  a premium  bid.  Examine  it  in  person  and  we  are  sure 
you  will  agree! 

Mint  State  1918-S  Half  Dollar 


1840  1918-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  surfaces  with  medium  golden  ton- 
ing. The  strike  is  about  typical,  not  exceptional,  but,  shall  we  say,  par 
for  the  course.  Any  MS-63  example  is  somewhat  scarce  in  relation  to 
demand,  and  thus  we  anticipate  significant  bidding  interest. 

Lustrous  1918-S  Half  Dollar 


1841  1918-S  MS-63  (NGC).  A lustrous  specimen,  considerably  above 
average  in  eye  appeal.  Medium  toning  over  frosty  surfaces.  Some- 
what better  struck  than  usual,  but  with  areas  of  lightness  at  the 
center  (to  be  absolutely  expected  by  knowledgeable  buyers). 

Pleasing  1919  Half  Dollar 

Exceptional  Strike 


1842  1919  MS-64  (NGC).  Although  the  MS-64  grade  \m11  serve  to 
attract  many  buvers,  if  we  were  looking  at  this  ooin  we  would  ‘o- 
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cus  on  one  thing  first:  the  exquisite  striking,  far  above  average. 
Nearly  all  details  are  well  delineated,  truly  marvelous  in  this  regard. 
Then  comes  the  aspect  of  grade,  MS-64,  high  enough  to  deliver  a 
coin  that  is  lustrous  and  frosty.  Light  golden  toning,  slightly  mottled 
in  areas,  completes  the  equation. 

As  to  the  significance  o( sharp  striking,  let  us  say  that  never  in  the  history  of 
numismatics  has  anyone  ever  put  together  a complete  set  of  sharply  struck  Lib- 
erty Walking  half  dollars  from  1916  to  date.  However,  simply  by  writing  checks 
It  is  possible  for  anyone,  even  in  a short  time,  to  put  together  a set  of  MS-64 
coins.  Add  sharply  struck,  and  the  players  are  dumped  off  the  board,  and  the  game 
starts  over.  We  estimate  that  to  put  together  a full  set  in  MS-64,  sharply  struck, 
will  probably  not  be  done,  but  given  a decade  of  pleasant  chasing  after  speci- 
mens, you  will  be  able  to  get  all  but  a handful. 

Scarce  1919-D  Half  Dollar 


1843  1919-D  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilhant  and  lustrous,  a very  attractive 
example  which  to  us  might  indicate  use  of  that  rare  numismatic 
word,  under^raded.  To  our  eye  the  piece  is  fully  Mint  State,  with 
frosty  fields  and  rich  lustre.  However,  it  is  lightly  struck  at  the 
center,  as  made,  and  perhaps  some  deduction  has  been  allowed  for 
this.  Who  know's?  Check  this  one  out  and  no  doubt  you  will  agree 
with  our  comment — a lot  of  potential  value  here. 

Scarce  1919-D  Half  Dollar 


1844  1919-D  EF-45  (PCGS).  This  EF-45  example  shows  some  lustre 
in  protected  areas,  particularly  around  the  borders  on  both  sides. 
The  fields  are  light  to  medium  gray  with  some  hints  of  gold.  A 
fairly  high-grade  circulated  specimen. 


Pleasing  1920-S  Half  Dollar 


1846  1920-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Eye  appeal  comes  to  the  fore  with  this 
1920-S  half  dollar,  a pristine  example  with  rich  satiny  lustre,  bright 
silver,  with  slightly  subdued  toning.  Around  the  obverse  border 
are  some  pleasing  hints  of  magenta.  The  striking  is  above  average, 
and  all  else  is  in  place  for  this  piece  to  bring  significantly  more 
than  an  “MS-64  price.” 

Key  1920-S  Half  Dollar 

Lustrous  Mint  State 


1847  1920-S  MS-63  (NGC).  A brilliant  and  attractive  example  of  the 
1920-S  half  dollar,  this  piece  is  finer  than  usually  seen  at  this  grade 
level.  The  striking  is  average  at  the  center,  with  some  lightness  on 
both  sides.  The  fields  are  richly  lustrous,  silver,  with  light  golden 
toning.  The  1920-S  is  quite  elusive  in  all  degrees  of  Mint  State. 


1845  1920  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  richly  lustrous,  this  piece  has  a 
great  deal  to  recommend  it.  The  surfaces  are  frosty  white  with  a 
few  mottled  toning  areas.  The  striking  quality  is  signif ^cantly  above 
average,  not  needle  sharp,  but  better  than  usually  seen.  A very  nice 
example  in  all  respects. 
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Low-Mintage  1921  Half  Dollar 

Lustrous  and  Beautiful 


(2x  photo) 


1848  1921  MS-64  (NGC).  The  production  figure  of  the  1921  Phila- 
delphia Mint  half  dollar  is  among  the  lowest  in  the  series.  Accord- 
ingly, examples  have  long  been  in  demand  at  every  grade  level. 
The  presently  offered  specimen  is  a delight  to  behold,  significantly 
above  average  is  striking  sharpness,  and  with  satiny  lustre  in  the 
fields.  The  toning  is  very  delicate  gold  on  both  sides.  Splendid, 
rare,  and  desirable  in  every  way. 


Another  Lovely  1921  Rarity  50^ 

Choice  Mint  State 


(2x  photo) 


1849  1921  MS-63  (PCGS).  Another  lovely  example,  the  present  piece 
has  medium  gray  and  gold  toning  on  both  sides  and  is  highly  lus- 
trous. The  center  is  about  typical  in  striking  sharpness.  In  com- 
parison to  posted  prices  those  at  the  MS-63  level  are  incredibly 
inexpensive. 


Key  Date  1921  Half  Dollar 


1850  1921  AU-50  (PCGS).  Medium  silver  gray  with  some  underlying 
lustre  and  pale  golden  toning  at  the  rims. 
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Low-Mintage  1921  Half  Dollar 


1852  1921-D  AU-58  (PCGS).  Another  piece  with  a great  deal  of  hid- 
den value.  The  lustre  is  nearly  full  on  both  sides,  not  only  in  pro- 
tected areas  but  in  the  fields  as  well.  Evidence  of  circulation  is 
minimal.  Light  golden  toning  overall.  A very  nice  example  at  the 
offered  grade  of  the  lowest  mintage  issue  among  Liberty  Walking 
half  dollars.  . 


1853  1921-D  VF-25  (NGC).  Light  silver  surfaces. 

Choice  Mint  State  1923-S  Half  Dollar 


1854  1923-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Mottled  gray  and  brown  toning  over 
lustrous  surfaces.  Light  striking  at  the  center,  this  being  typical  of 
I'i2.3-S.  Scarce  at  all  Mint  State  levels. 


1851  1921  AU-50  (PCGS).  A lot  of  coin  for  the  money,  was  our  first 

reaction  to  this  piece.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  display  most  origi- 
nal lustre,  including  in  the  fields,  not  just  the  protected  areas. 
However,  the  higher  points  do  show  signs  of  limited  wear.  The 
striking  is  not  needle  sharp  but  is  slightly  above  average.  Among 
coins  at  the  AU-5()  level,  relatively  few  can  approach  this  in  over- 
all desirability. 


Low-Mintage  1921-D  Half  Dollar 


1857  1929-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  A satiny  and  lustrous  example  with  pale 
golden  surfaces  and  a generous  measure  of  eye  appeal. 

The  Eliasberg  1933-S  Half  Dollar 


1858  1933-S  MS-64  (NGC).  A beautiful  coin,  this  1933-S  earns  high 
marks  for  its  significantly  above  average  strike,  not  needle  sharp 
but  far  finer  than  usually  seen,  here  with  full  details  in  the  lines  ot 
Miss  Liberty’s  skirt.  The  fields  are  lustrous  with  splashes  of  gold 
here  and  there.  The  Eliasberg  pedigree  is  incomparable,  to  which 
can  be  added  its  earlier  stay  in  the  cabinet  of  Frederick  Geiss  (sold 
by  B.  Max  Mehl  in  February  1947).  Among  Mehl-otfercd  collec- 
tions the  Geiss  holding  stands  in  the  top  10. 

Frederick  Geiss  (Alelil,  February  1947);  Bowers  ami  Mereiia's  sale  oj 
the  Louis  E.  Eliasberyi  Collectiou,  April  1997,  Lot  2162. 


Choice  1927-S  Half  Dollar 

Lustrous  Mint  State 


1855  1927-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A choice  example  with  full  original  mint 
lustre,  bright  silver.  Typical  strike  at  the  centers.  A nice  example 
that  will  answer  the  call  for  a half  dollar  of  this  date  and  mint. 

While  having  needle  sharp  strikes  for  a set  of  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars 
would  be  nice  in  theory,  in  practice  no  collector  in  the  history  of  American 
numismatics  has  ever  accomplished  such  a thing!  Accordingly,  compromises  must 
be  made. 


1856  1927-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Significantly  bet- 
ter strike  than  usually  seen.  Light  golden  toning.  A “high-end” 
MS-62,  a coin  worth  a strong  bid. 
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1859  1933-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  satiny  lustre.  Well  struck 
on  both  sides.  A splendid  example  of  the  1933-S,  one  of  the  most 
desired  of  the  later  Liberty  Walking  issues. 

1860  1933-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Light  golden  ton- 
ing. Well  struck.  Another  worthwhile  example  of  this  scarce  mint- 
mark  variety. 


Superb  Gem  1934-S  500 


(2x  photo) 


1861  1934-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Excellent  strike,  deep  rich  lustre,  high 
assigned  grading  number,  and  wonderful  eye  appeal  come  together 
to  make  this  piece  virtually  unimprovable.  If  Liberty  Walking  halt 
dollars  are  your  forte  and  you  have  a generous  budget,  here  is  a 
coin  that  will  command  your  attention. 


Memorable  Gem  1937  Proof  500 

High  Condition  Census 


(2x  photo) 


1862  1937  Proof-68  (NGC).  Checking  in  as  Proof-68,  no  higher  num- 
ber has  been  assigned  by  NGC,  although  one  has  been  given  a star. 
Quite  possibly  the  present  piece  is  worth  a star  too — in  any  event, 
to  our  eyes  it  is  unimprovable,  absolutely  gorgeous,  and  is  unsur- 
passed by  any  other  we  have  seen  of  this  date.  The  surfaces  are  silver 
on  both  sides  with  a whisper  of  golden  toning,  simply  beautiful. 

NGC  Census:  14;  1 finer  (Proof-hS*). 


Superb  Mint  State  1938  500 

None  Finer  Graded 


1863  1938  MS-67  (PCGS).  While  this  piece  has  shoulder  to  shoulder 
competition  at  the  MS-67  level,  not  a single  piece  has  been  graded 
higher  by  PCGS.  That  said,  the  present  coin,  apart  for  the  grade, 
is  further  notable  as  being  significantly  above  average  in  strike  and 
having  great  eye  appeal.  The  surfaces  are  silvery  and  lustrous  w ith 
a hint  of  toning. 
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1864  1938  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  fairly  well  struck. 
Decidedly  above  average  on  all  counts. 

Low-Mintage  1938-D  500 

Superb  Gem 


1865  1938-D  MS-66  (NGC).  A high-grade  example  of  this  ever  popu- 
lar half  dollar,  the  1938-D  has  the  lowest  mintage  of  its  era.  Both 
obverse  and  reverse  are  satiny,  brilliant  with  a hint  of  toning,  and 
quite  attractive.  The  striking  is  somewhat  above  average.  Among 
existing  Mint  State  coins  of  this  variety,  the  present  piece  is  one  of 
the  nicest  we  have  handled  in  recent  times. 

1866  1939-D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  above  average  in 
strike.  Another  piece  that  is  distinctly  unusual  in  its  combination 
of  attributes. 

1867  1940  Proof-65  (NGC).  Light  gray  toning  with  some  hints  of  gold, 
over  mirror  surfaces.  A popular  issue,  attractive  in  all  respects. 

1868  1940  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  fields  with  just  a hint  of  golden 
toning. 

1869  Pair  of  PCGS-certified  half  dollars:  ☆ 1941  MS-65.  Sharp  as  a tack 
and  fully  brilliant  ☆ 1941 -S  MS-64.  Satiny  pale  gold  with  deeper 
gold  on  the  reverse,  strong  lustre,  some  lightness  at  the  obverse 
center,  though  not  as  weak  as  frequently  seen  for  the  date.  A nice 
pair.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

1870  1941 -D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  above  average  in 
detail.  Another  dandy  Liberty  Walking  half  doUar  from  the  later 
era  of  the  series. 

Gem  1941-S  Half  Dollar 
Among  Finest  Graded 
Exceptional  Sharpness 


1871  1941-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  The  1941-S  can  be  a problem  for  the 

specialist,  as  some  of  them  are  struck  very  flat  at  the  center.  The 
present  piece  is  exceptional  in  as  much  as  it  is  very  well  struck,  one 
of  the  nicest  we  have  ever  seen.  Take  the  high  certified  grade  plus, 
perhaps  twice  as  important,  the  sharpness  of  strike,  and  the  result 
IS  a piece  that  compels  the  specialist  to  pay  attention. 


Superb  Proof  1942  500 

Among  Finest  Certified 


1872  1942  Proof-68  (NGC).  Bright  silver  surfaces  with  heather  ton- 
ing. Among  the  nicest  pieces  that  is  possible  to  obtain.  Most  prob- 
ably this  coin  could  be  called  Proof-69  without  contradiction. 

1873  1942  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful. 

1874  1943-D  MS-66  (NGC).  Vivid  gray  and  magenta  iridescent  ton- 
ing over  surfaces  of  above  average  striking  sharpness. 

Remarkable  Gem  1944-S  500 


1875  1944-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  A brilliant,  lustrous  specimen  with  light 
gold  and  blue  toning  over  richly  lustrous  surfaces,  about  the  typi- 
cal strike  for  1944-S.  Among  the  finest  certified. 

1876  1945-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Incredibly  bright  gold,  blue,  crimson, 
peach,  and  rose  iridescence  explodes  on  the  satiny,  lustrous  sur- 
faces. If  you  appreciate  vividly  toned  gems,  you  will  do  well  to 
take  a look  at  this  one! 

1877  1945-S  MS-66  (NGC).  A lustrous  gem  with  rich  splashes  ot  pas- 
tel gold,  rose,  orange,  crimson,  and  green  on  its  satiny  surfaces. 


1878  1946  Doubled  Die  Reverse.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A sparkling  gem 
with  intense  cartwheel  lustre  that  supports  Lint  baby  blue  toning 
on  the  obverse  and  faint  champagne  iridescence  on  the  reverse. 
Doubling  plainest  at  E PLURIBUS  UNUM.  One  ot  just  three 
examples  of  this  newly  discovered  and  popular  varietv'  certified  as 
MS-66  by  PCGS,  with  no  examples  of  the  varietv’  certified  tiiier 
by  that  firm. 

I'CCiS  Population:  .'1;  none  finer. 
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1879 


1880 


Trio  of  half  dollars:  ☆ 1946-S  Walking  Liberty.  MS-65  (NGC). 
Satiny  gray  with  splashes  of  rainbow  iridescence  at  the  obverse 
periphery,  the  reverse  is  rose-gray  with  hints  of  golden  toning  at 
the  periphery  ☆ 1948-D  Franklin.  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Pale  gray 
and  rose  on  both  surfaces  ☆ 1949  Franklin.  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS). 
Mottled  bluish  gray  with  golden  iridescence  at  the  peripheries. 
(Total:  3 pieces) 

1948  MS-66  FBL  (PCGS).  A beautiful  specimen  with  delicate 
iridescent  toning  nicely  blended,  a piece  that  is  one  of  the  most 
artistic  we  have  seen  for  any  Franklin  half  dollar.  If  this  series  is 
your  forte  you  have  plenty  of  good  company.  Check  this  one  care- 
fully. The  technical  aspects  are  all  there — high  certification  grade 
and  Full  Bell  lines,  important  enough,  but  the  eye  appeal  is  per- 
haps the  most  important  of  all.  Add  them  all  together  and  the  coin 
is  a winner. 


Top  Population  1951-S  Half  Dollar 


1951-S  MS-66  FBL  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck,  beautiful,  and  at 
the  top  of  the  PCGS  population  roster,  this  piece  will  attract  a 
lot  of  attention  when  bidding.  It  would  be  difficult  to  imagine 
any  more  beautiful  than  this.  Accordingly,  a strong  competition 
is  envisioned. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer. 


1881  Trio  of  Franklin  half  dollars  grading  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS): 

☆ 1948-D.  Deep  rich  golden  brown  and  magenta  with  splashes  of 
iridescent  sea  green  on  the  obverse,  reverse  is  olive-gold  and  rose 

☆ 1950-D.  Splashes  of  rose,  blue-green,  and  lilac  on  the  obverse, 
reverse  with  hints  of  delicate  silver  gray  ☆ 1951-D.  Mottled  rose, 
magenta,  and  sea  green  on  both  surfaces.  (Total:  3 pieces) 


1882  1949-D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS) . Mottled  light  golden  toning  over 
richly  lustrous  surfaces.  Sharply  struck.  A nice  example  of  the  date 
and  mint. 

1883  1949-S  MS-66  FBL  (PCGS).  A lustrous,  lovely  specimen  with 
slashes  of  gold  toning  over  silver  surfaces.  Absolutely  splendid.  The 
sharpness  of  strike  adds  to  the  desirability,  as  does  the  status  of  the 
1949-S  as  traditionally  being  the  scarcest  in  the  Franklin  half  dol- 
lar series  (with  respect  to  availability  in  general  Mint  State,  not 
with  respect  to  high  grades  or  sharpness). 

1884  1950  MS-66  FBL  (PCGS).  Lightly  mottled  iridescent  toning, 
brown,  gold,  magenta,  and  blue,  grace  the  surfaces  of  this  lovely 
piece,  well  struck  and  attractive.  Among  pieces  in  this  technical 
category  the  coin  offered  here  has  to  be  one  of  the  very  finest. 

1885  Trio  of  Franklin  half  dollars  grading  MS-66  FBL  (PCGS)  ☆ 

1951.  Mottled  magenta  on  both  surfaces  ☆ 1955.  Mottled  pale  sky 
blue  and  rose  on  both  surfaces  ☆ 1957.  Frosty  pearl  gray  irides- 
cence on  the  obverse,  reverse  with  gold,  magenta,  and  rich  silver 
gray.  (Total:  3 pieces) 


1887  1951-S  Doubled  Die  Reverse.  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant 
and  lustrous.  An  attractive  example  of  this  scarce  doubled  die  re- 
verse. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  1 finer  (MS-66  FBL). 

1888  Trio  of  Franklin  half  dollars  grading  MS-65  (PCGS):  ☆ 1951-S 
Doubled  Die  Reverse.  Satiny  silver  gray  lustre  ☆ 1959.  Mottled 
mixture  of  deep  silver  gray,  lilac,  and  golden  brown  on  the  ob- 
verse, reverse  with  satiny  lustre  and  minute  spotting  noted  ☆ 1960- 
D.  Mottled  reddish  brown  and  olive-gold  on  the  obverse,  reverse 
is  lustrous  with  splashes  of  delicate  toning.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

1889  Quartette  of  Franklin  half  dollars  grading  MS-66  FBL  (PCGS):  ☆ 
1952.  Mottled  golden  brown,  iridescent  magenta,  and  blue  on  the 
obverse,  the  reverse  is  satiny  pearl  gray  with  splashes  of  iridescence 
at  the  periphery  ☆ 1956.  Mottled  sunset  orange  and  brownish  gray 
on  both  surfaces  ☆ 1957-D.  Iridescent  green  blue,  sunset  orange, 
and  rose  on  the  obverse,  the  reverse  is  mottled  golden  orange  ☆ 
1958-D.  Rainbow  iridescence  over  the  entire  obverse,  reverse  is 
pearl  gray  with  iridescence  at  the  rims.  (Total:  4 pieces) 


Memorable  1952-D  Half  Dollar 


1890 


1952-D  MS-66  FBL  (PCGS).  Another  splendid  Franklin  half 
dollar,  this  piece  is  memorable  m its  quality — high  technical  grade. 
Full  Bell  lines,  and,  perhaps  most  important,  simply  breathtaking 
toning,  lightly  iridescent  over  deeply  frosty  surfaces.  Splendid! 
PCGS  has  graded  only  a single  piece  finer. 


1891  Trio  ofFranklinhalfdollars  grading  MS-66  (PCGS):  ☆ 1952- 
S.  Mottled  rose  and  blue-green  over  lustrous  surfaces  ☆ 1953.  Lovely 
rich  golden  iridescent  toning  on  the  obverse,  reverse  vnth  satiny 
lustre  ☆ 1953-S.  Iridescent  golden  orange  on  the  obverse,  reverse 
with  rich  silver  gray  mottling  at  the  periphery.  (Total:  3 pieces) 
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“Registry  Level”  1953-D  Half  Dollar 


1892  1953-D  MS-66  FBL(PCGS).  With  no  finer  example  of  the  is- 
sue certified  by  PCGS,  and  with  the  Full  Bell  Lines  designation, 
this  coin  will  probably  appeal  to  someone  working  on  a high-level 
registry  set,  a brilliant  concept  in  marketing  and  motivation  devel- 
oped by  David  Hall  of  PCGS.  The  present  piece  displays  mottled 
brown  and  gray-gold  over  richly  lustrous  surfaces,  with  some  hints 
of  iridescence  here  and  there. 

1893  Trio  of  Franklin  half  dollars  grading  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS): 

☆ 1953-D.  Mottled  gray  surfaces  with  iridescent  gold,  blue-green, 
and  reddish  brown  on  the  obverse,  reverse  with  faint  mottled  gray 

☆ 1954-S.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  ☆ 1960.  Frosty  pearl  gray  irides- 
cence on  both  surfaces.  (Total:  3 pieces) 


Iridescent  1954-D  Half  Dollar 


1894  1954-D  MS-66  FBL  (PCGS).  A beautiful  piece  with  vivid  iri- 
descent toning  of  medium  intensity  on  the  obverse,  displayingjust 
about  every  color  a prism  could  generate.  The  reverse  is  mainly 
silver  at  the  center,  giving  way  to  splashes  of  iridescence  at  the 
border.  Excellent  striking  and  high  technical  grade  complete  the 
equation.  PCGS  has  graded  only  two  pieces  finer. 

1895  1961-D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  sharply  struck,  and  as 
nice  as  the  moment  it  was  minted.  While  the  1961-D  is  not  rare  in 
its  own  right,  an  entire  culture  has  arisen  in  the  form  of  specialists 
who  seek  a combination  of  high  certified  grades  and  sharp  strike. 
The  present  piece  will  accordingly  play  to  a wide  audience. 


1896  1962  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  sharply  struck,  and  some- 
what prootlike.  Certainly  one  of  the  finest  in  existence  of  this  later 
issue  m the  Franklin  senes.  PCGS  has  graded  only  two  pieces  finer. 


EPJ^OR  COINS 

This  short  and  sweet  offering  consists  of  a double-struck  gem  Uncir- 
culated 1998  Lincoln  cent  with  an  obverse  indent,  and  three  Buffalo  nick- 
els, two  off-center  Mint  State  pieces,  one  each  of  1935  and  1937,  and  a 
Mint  State  1936  Broadstruck  error. 


1897  1998  cent.  Double  struck  with  centered  obverse  indent.  MS- 
65  RD  (NGC)  . A remarkable  error,  caused  when  a normally  struck 
coin  remained  in  the  coining  chamber  when  another  blank  planchet 
was  fed,  resulting  in  a double  struck  but  massively  misshapen  re- 
verse and  a distorted  but  singly  struck  obverse.  Bright  red,  some  of 
the  underlying  zinc  shows  around  the  periphery  of  the  dominant 
(second)  reverse  strike.  A very  impressive  and  rare  modern  error. 


1898  1935  Buffalo  nickel.  10%  off  center.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Nicely 
off-centered  to  7:00.  Boldly  lustrous  medium  gray  with  some  splashes 
of  deeper  tan  toning.  UNITED  STATES  OF  barely  hangs  on  the 
planchet  atop  the  reverse,  while  the  bases  of  19  are  lost  at  the  rim  as 
well.  An  eye-catching  major  striking  error  on  this  popular  type. 


1899  1936  Buffalo  nickel.  Broadstruck.  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous 
golden  gray  with  somewhat  reflective  fields.  An  uncentered 
broadstrike,  the  struck  portion  aligned  to  just  left  of  6:00  and  with 
a substantial  unstruck  crescent  around  the  obverse  from  10:00  to 
3:00.  A textbook-perfect  example  of  an  uncentered  broadstrike. 


1900  1937  Buffalo  nickel.  5%  off  center.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Beautiful 
gem-quality  lustre  and  taint  gold  and  violet  toning  on  rich  gray 
surfaces.  Aligned  to  1 :0()  by  a decent  margin,  though  .ill  nujor 
design  elements  remained  on  the  planchet.  We  do  not  know  why 
this  was  not  assigned  a significantly  higher  grade. 
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MISCELLANEOUS  U.S.  COINS 


1901  Quintette  of  Proof  coins:  'A'  1938  cent.  Proof-64  RD.  Frosty 
lustre  ☆ 1939  cent.  Proof-65  RD.  Mirrored  surfaces  with  a few 
minute  spots  noted  ☆ 1940  cent.  Proof-64  RB.  Splashes  of  pale 
iridescent  blue  and  magenta  on  both  surfaces  ☆ 1940  nickel.  Proof- 
64.  Frosty  iridescent  pearl  gray  surfaces  ☆ 1940  dime.  Proof-66. 
Splashes  of  frosty  sunset  gold.  (Total:  5 pieces) 

From  the  Flo^an  Pond  Collection. 

1902  Pair  of  Mint  State  certified  coins:  ☆ 1864  two  cents.  Large  Motto. 
MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Original  mint  red  in  the  protected  areas  ☆ 
1865  nickel  three  cents.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden  gray  with 
die  cracks  noted  on  the  obverse  and  faint  spotting  on  the  reverse. 
(Total:  2 pieces) 

1903  Pair  of  Proof  certified  silver  coins:  ☆ 1863  half  dime.  Proof- 
61  (PCGS).  Reflective  rose-gray  surfaces  ☆ 1866  half  dollar.  Motto. 
Proof-62  (NGC).  Reflective  rose-gray  with  splashes  of  golden 
brown  at  the  obverse  periphery.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

1904  Group  of  silver  coins:  ☆ 1901  dime.  MS-63.  Lustrous  faint 
golden  surfaces  ☆ 1929-D  dime.  MS-64  FB.  Lustrous  ☆ 1938-D 
dime.  MS-64  FB.  Lustrous  ☆ 1929-S  quarter.  MS-64.  Lovely  pearl 
gray  lustre  ☆ 1940-D  quarter.  MS-63.  Faint  iridescent  highlights 
☆ 1940  half  dollar.  MS-65.  Lustrous.  (Total:  6 pieces) 


1905  Group  of  gold  coins:  ☆ 1855  gold  dollar.  Net  F- 15;  sharpness  of 
VF-30,  ex  jewelry  ☆ 1909  quarter  eagle.  EF-45.  Edge  damage  t- 
1836  half  eagle.  Net  VF-25;  sharpness  of  EF-45,  ex  jewelry  ilf  1892 
half  eagle.  Net  VF-25;  sharpness  of  AU-55,  tooled  ☆ 1894  half 
eagle.  Net  VF-30;  sharpness  of  AU-55,  cleaned  and  polished  V 
1906  half  eagle.  Net  VF-35;  sharpness  of  AU-55,  tooled  ☆ 1844- 
O eagle.  Net  VF-35;  sharpness  of  AU-50,  surface  damage  ☆ 1893 
eagle.  Net  EF-45;  sharpness  of  AU-58,  surface  damage  ☆ 1897-S 
eagle.  Net  VF-30;  sharpness  of  AU-55,  obverse  polished.  (Total: 
9 pieces) 

1906  Trio  of  gold  coins:  ☆ 1854  quarter  eagle.  AU-58  (NGC).  Lus- 
trous with  a whisper  of  rose  ☆ 1897  half  eagle.  MS-60  (PCGS). 
Lustrous  orange-gold  ☆ 1906  half  eagle.  AU-58  (NGC).  Rose- 
gold  with  traces  of  rich  olive.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

1907  Pair  of  gold  coins:  ☆ 1908  quarter  eagle.  EF-45  ☆ 1894-0  eagle. 
EF-45.  Both  are  yellow  gold  with  hints  of  rose.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

From  the  Hogan  Pond  Collection. 


END  OF  SALE 
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American 


when  you  decide  to  sed your 

American  Numismatic  Rarities  is  a team  of  professionals  who 

have  over  250  years  of  combined  experience  in  building  meaningful 
collections  and  presenting  numismatic  auctions. 

Consider  ANJR  if  you  have  a specialized  collection  that  you 
wish  to  part  with  on  the  most  favorable  terms.  Do  you  have  high- 
grade  U.S.  type  coins,  patterns,  Proof  type,  colonials,  territorial 
gold,  or  superb  date  or  variety  runs  of  any  American  series?  Our 
numismatic  staff  has  unparalleled  experience  in  these  areas  and 
others,  and  their  expertise  and  friendly  service  will  pay  dividends 
to  you  and  your  family  when  the  time  comes  to  sell.  Our  firm  is 
proud  to  note  that  our  $41.6  million  in  auction  sales  in  2004  was 
the  second  highest  dollar  volume  of  sales  at  public  auction  in  the 
rare  coin  business. 

If  you  are  considering  selling  your  coins,  call  Rick  Bagg 

or  John  Pack  today  for  more  information.  You’ll  be  pleased  with  the 
excellent  results  and  the  superb  personal  service  received  from  our  expert 
staff.  Our  widely  attended  sales  are  held  in  major  metropolitan  areas  and 
at  important  numismatic  conventions  throughout  the  year.  One  of  our 
auctions  is  certain  to  be  just  right  for  showcasing  your  collection. 

Call  toll  free  — 866-81 1-1804 

Trusted  Names,  Familiar  Faces 
Dynamic  Results! 


Q.  David  Bowers  Christine  Karstedt  Dr.  Rick  Bagg  John  Pack  Frank  Van  Valen  John  Kraljevich 


anr  auction 

SCHEDULE 

April  18-19,  2005 

New  York  City 

The  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  Collection 
of  World  Gold  Coins  and  Medals 

June  23-26,  2003 

Chicago,  Illinois 

Official  Auctioneers  of  the 
MidAmerica  Coin  Exposition 
Now  Accepting  Consignments 

June  30,  2005 

New  York  City 
New  York  Invitational 

Now  Accepting  Consignments 

July  24-23,  2003 

San  Francisco,  California 
Now  Accepting  Consignments 

September  18,  2005 

Beverly  Hills,  California 
Now  Accepting  Consignments 

December  5-7,  2005 

Baltimore,  Maryland 
Now  Accepting  Consignments 
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Colonial  and  Early  American  Coins 1079-1113 

Half  Cents 1114-1119 

Large  Cents 1120-1197 

Small  Cents 1198-1341 

Two-Cent  Pieces 1342-1356 

Nickel  Three-Cent  Pieces 1357-1397 

Silver  Three-Cent  Pieces 1398-1417 

Nickel  Five-Cent  Pieces  1418-1550 

Half  Dimes 1551-1588 

Dimes 1589-1657 

Twenty-Cent  Pieces 1658-1662 

Quarter  Dollars 1663-1737 

Half  Dollars 1738-1896 

Silver  Dollars 188-501 

Trade  Dollars 502-511 

Gold  Dollars 512-537 

Quarter  Eagles 538-609 

Three-Dollar  Gold  Coins  610-675 

Half  Eagles 676-752 

Eagles 753-805 

Double  Eagles 806-894 

Commemorative  Silver  Coins  and  Related  Ephemera 1-181 

Commemorative  Gold  Coins 182-187 

Private  and  Territorial  Gold  Coins 512-514 

Pattern  Coins 1001-1078 

Error  Coins 1897-1900 

Miscellaneous  U.S.  Coins 1901-1907 
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CoLUnPI/lN  /oUVENIR  Q$m,  1692 

Commemorative  of  the  World's  Columbian  Exposition  at 

Chicago.  111.  a.  d.  1803. 
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